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Arondeus    3221-3225 

30    Church  of  Claverack  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^About 

the  legality  of  Van  Hoevenberg's  call  to  Claverack ..  3226,  3227 

April  10  Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^Letter  from  Haeghoort  with  his  Pro- 
test against  certain  Acts  of  the  Coetus;  another  letter 
from  Second  River,  (Belleville) — Protest  not  very  clear — 
Surprised  at  letter  of  Classis — ^The  Synod's  approval  for 
the  Coetus  should  have  been  also  secured — ^The  Coetus 
partizan — His  plan,  better  than  that  of  New  York,  which 
was  adopted — ^Different  opinions — Irregularities  of  Acts 
of  Coetus — Its  constitution  more  favorable  to  congrega- 
tions than  to  ministers— Independent  actions  of  churches 
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and  ministers  in  reference  to  Coetus — ^Irregularity  of  the 
license  of  Marimus — Suggestions  for  improvements  in 
Ck)etus;  also  as  to  " Church  Visitation" — Ohurchee  should 
be  required  to  be  subordinate  to  Ck>etus  as  well  as  min- 
isters—(See  May  1,  1752.) 3227-3282 

pril  10  Letters  receired  from  Haeghoort,  (to  which  no  answer  shall 
be  given) ;  from  Ritsema,  (informallj,  answered) ;  from 
Weiss,  (to  be  answered  in  general  terms) ;  from  Mancius 
about  New  Paltz,  (no  answer  until  further  information) ; 
from  the  Goetus  of  New  York,  per  L^dt  and  Goetschius; 
from  De  Wind;  from  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten 

Island— De  Wind's  case 3232,  3233 

10     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Riteema — ^Acknowledg- 
ment of  Ritzema's  imofficial  letter — No  advice  until  official 

letter  of  Coetus  is  received — ^Reference  to  Wemig 3233,  3234 

14-16  Acts  of  the  Goetus;  Extra  session — Convened  at  request  of 
Van  Sinderen  and  Elder — Committee  on  the  Arondeus 
case  reported — ^Thttr  demand  for  a  second  confession  from 
Arondeus,  approved — Arondeus  cited — ^Acts  concerning  him 
and  correspondence,  read — ^Ministry  of  Arondeus  declared 
unlawful — ^Advice  to  Van  Sinderin  and  the  lawful  Con- 
sistory— Admonition  to  Rev.  Muzelius  of  Tappan — Case 
of  Poughkeepsie  and  Rev.  Meinema 3234-3236 

17  The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Acts  of  last  three 

sessicms  sent  to  Classis— Confessions  required  from  Aron- 
deus and  Van  Sinderin — Letter  had  been  sent,  and  so- 
called  testimonials,  concerning  De  Wint — ^Death  of  Rev. 
G.  Du  Bois — Protest  ^f  Haeghoort — Impossibility  of  in- 
stalling Arondeus  as  colleague  of  Van  Sinderin 3236,  3237 

18  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  per  Rev.  Tjrken  to  Rev.  Classis 

of  Neder  Veluwe — ^Review  of  the  De  Wint  case — See  Kay 

12,  1751— Reply,  July  13,  1762 3237-3239 

18     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  M.  Weiss — Caution  against 

unauthorized  ministers 3239 

tprfl        ?     Rev.  Peter  Wynstock  to  Rev.  Jacob  Teyken,  President  of 

Deputies  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam;  with  extract  from 
Acts  of  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe;  and  certificate  of 
matriculation  of  De  Wind  in  Academy  of  Hardewyck.  .3239-3241 

lay         1     Classis   receives   letters   from   Rev.   Haeghoort — (See   April 

10,  1752) — ^No  answer  to  be  sent — ^Matter  of  Rev.  Wemig 
and  Stone  Arabia,  postponed — Rev.  Weiss'  letter  answered 
in  a  general  way — Case  of  Mancius  remains  the  same — 
Classis  has  written  to  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe  about 
De  Wind — Letters  have  been  received  from  New  Paltz; 
also  from  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde — The  letter  to 
be  answered  in  a  general  way,  while  awaiting  letter  from 

Coetus    3241,  3242 

1     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Kitzema  and  De  Ronde — 

Remarks  on  the  Arondeus  case 3242 
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May         5    Rev.  Schlatter,  with  six  preachers,  has  sailed  for  Pennsyl- 

▼akiia     3242 

11     Church  of  New  York— Rules  about  seats 3243 

20    St.  George's  Chapel,  New  York 3243 

28    Documents   relating  to   Kings   County — ^Van    Sinderen   V9. 

Arondeus    3244 

June       6    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rer.  John   Frelinghuysen — 

Rev.  Abram  Rosekrans  called  to  Bumetsfield,   (Herkimer 
Co.)   N.  Y.;  did  not  report  to  Classis  for  lack  of  time; 

will  join  the  Coetus — ^More  letters  about  De  Wind 3245 

13  Peter  De  Windt  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Asserts  his  inno- 
cence; was  deceived  by  Wynstock — Sends  letters  of  Wyn- 
stock  to  Classis — ^Asks  to  be  reinstated — Affidavits,  June 
11,   to  prove   the  genuineness  of   Wynstock's   letters   to 

him  324«,  3247 

15  Adherents  of  Arondeus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Apology  for  language  of  former  letter — Conditions  imposed 
on  Arondeus  as  to  his  Confession-Sermon — Departure  of 
Arondeus  for  Raritan — ^Uis  recall,  because  of  dissatisfac- 
tion with  Van  Sinderen — Required  to  confess  to  "intru- 
sion"— ^The  plan  of  getting  a  new  Consistory — ^Their 
appeal  to  Classis  to  decide — Acts  of  Coetus  alleged  to 
be  irregular — ^Van  Sinderin  refuses  the  hand  of  fellow- 
ship—Coetus  treated  Arondeus  too  severely 3247-3250 

25  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — Condition  of  affairs  at  Claverack —  Rev.  Van 
Hoevenberg  served  there  about  a  year — ^Had  no  creden- 
tials— Church  divided — ^LeM^r  of  Classis  refuses  to  deal 
with  Van  Hoevoiberg — ^Asks  opinion  of  Classis  as  to  his 

regular  standing    3251 

July        3    Acts  of  the  Deputies — Report  concerning  the  harmonizing 

of  the  members  of  New  Paltz  and  Kingston — ^Adopted  by 
Classis — (See  Dec.   10,   1761) — Report  on  Wemich's  re- 

quesl^-See  April  10,  1752 3251-3255 

3  Requests  for  examination  and  ordination  by  Jacobus  Fre- 
linghuysen, called  to  Marbletown,  etc.;  by  Ferdinand 
Frelinghuysen,  called  to  Kinderhook;  and  by  Barent  Vroo- 
man,    called    to    New    Paltz,    etc. — Calls    approved    and 

arrangements  made  for  said  examinations 3255,  3256 

3  Letters  of  pacification  approved,  for  churches  of  Elingston 
and  New  Paltz — No  word  from  the  Coetus — ^Letter  ap- 
proved, to  the  Coetus,  about  Wemich — Letter  from  John 
Frelinghuysen  (of  March  1)  received,  and  answer  ap- 
proved     3256,  3257 

3  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen — ^Thanks 
for  his  correspondence — Qrief  at  the  disputes  on  Long 
Island — ^Await  official  reports  of  the  Coetus — Exhortation 
to  prudent  zeal    325/ 
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^aly  13  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe,  (per  Peter  Wynstock)  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Reply  to  their  letter  of  April  18, 
1752 — ^Wynstock's  defence  and  proofs  of  De  Windt's  false- 
hoods   3258-3261 

13     St.  George's  Chapel,  New  York 3262 

17  Letters  to  the  Coetus,  seeking  to  pacify  the  Long  Island 
difScultiee;  to  Bergen  and  Staten  Island;  to  Elingston 
and  New  Paltz,  all  approved — ^Peter  De  Wind  deposed — 
Notice  given  to  Coetus  and  to  chutches  of  Bergen  and 
Staten  Island — ^Letter  to  Wynstock — ^Letters  from  Haeg- 
hoort,  from  Ritsema  and  De  Ronde,  remain  in  statu — 
Final  examinations  and  ordinations  of  Jacob  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Ferdinand  Frelinghuysen  and  Barend  Vrooman,  for 
churches  in  America — ^l^rpographical  errors  in  Bibles, 
Psalm  Books  and  Liturgies — Action  sent  to  Synod  (of 
North  Holland)  concerning  Peter  De  Wind — Statement 
to  be  sent  to  Synod  of  ordinations  of  the  two  Freling- 
huysens  and  Vrooman 3262-3264 

17  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York — 
References  to  the  De  Wind  case — Remarks  on  the  testi- 
monials of  Wemich;  he  must  be  regularly  licensed  and 
ordained  by  the  Classis — ^Recognition  of  Rev.  Ab.  Rose- 
krans;  urged  to  join  the  Coetus — W^ould  have  been  glad 
to  have  received  the  Minutes  of  Coetus  earlier,  to  accel- 
erate decisions  on  disputes — Ordinations  of  Jacobus  and 
Ferdinand  Frelinghuysen  and  Barend  Vrooman — ^The  New 
Paltz  case  and  validity  of  acts  of  John  Van  Driessen — 
All  censures  to  be  considered  settled — Death  of  Rev.  G. 
Du  Bois— The  De  Wind  case 3264-3271 

17  The  Clatisis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consibtory  of  New  Paltz — 
May  consider  itself  independent  of  Kingston — Members 
who  adhere  to  John  Van  Driessen  to  be  relieved  of  cen- 
sure— Rev.  Barend  Vrooman  ordaine<l  for  New  Paltz, 
etc 3271-3274 

17  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  G.  W.  Mancius  and  the 
church  of  Kingston — ^Advice  to  settle  all  disputes  with 
New  Paltz— Urged  to  join  the  Coetus 3275,  3276 

17  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  churches  of  Bergen  and 
Staten   Island — Directions  as  to  their  dealings   with   De 

Wind  3276-327S 

ily  2S-Aug.  3  Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland — Correspondence  with 
the  German  churches  of  Pennsylvania  carried  on  through 

Rev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois  of  New  York 3278 

ug.  7  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Review  of  a  letter  from  Klopper,  of 
New  York,  a  friend  of  Arondeus,  concerning  the  De  Wint 
case,  and  the  disputes  between  Van  Sinderin  and  Aron- 
deus      3278-3280 

24     Church   of   New    York — Revision    and    arrangement   of    its 

record 3281 
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8^       2    CertifiMite  of  iln.  Cfttheriiie  De  Wint  cwuwrning  her  son, 

Peter  De  Wint 3281 

4  Letter  to  Ber.  Peter  Wjnatoek  approved— Letter  from  Peter 
'  De  Wind — Bnsineea  of  Bitiema  and  De  Ronde  in  stfttu — 
Letter  to  Ha^hoort  approved — Letter  from  New  York 
Coetne  of  April  17,  1752;  uid  its  Acte  of  Sept.  1761, 
Oet.  17S1,  and  April  1762,  reoeived — Alao  letters  from 
RitxeniB  and  Theodore  Prelinghnysen  rsoeived — Reply  to 
the  latter,  approved 3262 

4  Claaais  of  AmBterdam  to  Rev.  Oerard  Haeghoort — Reaaona 
for  not  answering  his  former  letters — Exhortation  to  co- 
operate with   the  Coetns 32W 

4  ClaBBis  of  Anuterdam  to  Rev.  Theodora  Frelinghi^sen  of 
Alhany — Exbortatitm  to  continue  to  urge  his  Gonaia- 
tOTj  to  join  the  Coetus — CongratuIatiDns  on  the  ordina- 
tions of  Jacobus  and  Ferdinand  Frelinghufsen  and  Barent 
Vrooman     328* 

14  Ber.  John  Aemilius  Wemig,  of  StMie  Arabia,  to  his  patroo — 

Declined  call  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to  settle  at  Canajoharie, 
ete. — Disappointed  in  his  fleld — Schisms  among  the  Ger- 
mans, who  cannot  stand  prosperity — Taunted  with  being 
onlj  a  student — Viaited  the  Coetua — His  papers  sent  to 
the  Claaais — Arrival  of  Rev.  Abram  RoMnkranti  (about 
Aug.  17,  1762) — Fears  to  recroaa  the  sen  for  ordination — 
Appeals  to  his  patron  to  eeenre  permission  to  be  ordained 
by  the  Coetus 3285-3287 

15  Acts  of  the  Coetus — Letter   from  the  Fennaylvanla  Ooetns 

respecting  the  examination  of  Marinas  and  Jonathan  Du 
Bois — Letters  from  the  Classia,  read — Advice  requested  and 
given,  from  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica — InsnbordinaUon  of 
Arondeus — Van  Sinderen  advised  not  to  omit  administer- 
ing the  Lord's  Supper,  but  to  exhort  the  discontented 
with  kindness — The  Do  Wint  case — Apparent  contradic- 
tions in  Wynstock's  letters  to  be  reported  to  Classis — 
The  New  PaltE  matter  settled,  and  Classis  to  be  so  in- 
formed— Muxeliiu  to  bo  cited — Marinus  to  be  mamined — 
The  neighboring  ministers  to  deal  with  Muzelius — Letter 
to. Classis  approved — Marinna  to  be  ordained  for  Acquack- 
ononck,    etc 32S7-328» 

Id    Peter  De  Wind,  from  St.  Thomaa,  West  Indiee,  to  Claaais 

of  Amsterdam— He   defends   himself 3289,  3290 

21  The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Claaais  of  Amaterdam— 
Deposition  of  De  Wint — Seeming  contradictions  in  Wyn- 
stock's letters — Arondeua  still  troublesome— New  PaltK  at 
peace — New  Paltz  independent  of  Kingston 3290-32M 

25     Acte   of   the   Deputies   on    Frelinghuysen's    letter    of   June 

26    3294,  329S 

29  The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Rev.  Coetua  of  Pennsyl- 
vania— Thanka  for  their  letter  about  Msrinus,  who  haa 
been  examined,  and  will  soon  be  ordained 3296,  329A- 
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Oct.         2     Death  of  Rev.  Kalyenlager  of  St.  Johns,  W.  I.,  and  call 

of  Bjbv,  John  W.  Knevels  there — ^Request  for  his  examina- 
tion and  ordination  for  that  field — ^Letters  approved  to 
De  Wind  and  to  church  of  Staten  Island — Case  of  Aron- 
dens  reviewed — ^Report  on,  and  letter  concerning  him  to 
New  York,  approved — Classis  receives  letter  of  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen  concerning  Van  Hoevenberg — ^He  is  recog- 
nised as  a  minister  in  Surinam,  but  not  in  New  York — 
John  W.  Knevels  finally  examined  for  St.  John,  and 
ordained   3296-3298 

2  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Bergen 
and  Staten  Island — ^Their  final  action  in  reference  to  De 
Wint     3298,  3299 

2  The  Classia  of  Amsterdam  to  Peter  De  Wint-— Refusal  to 
mitigate  hia  sentence  of  deposition — ^Exhortation  to 
him  3299,  3300 

5     John  Schuneman  requests  examination  and  ordination  for 

Catskill— Granted 3300 

11  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Com- 
plains of  receiving  no  answer  to  letter  and  protest;  and 
that  Coetus  has  ordained  Marinus  for  Aquackanonck,  a 
part  of  his  field;  also  complains  of  the  action  of  Rev. 
Schlatter,  in  licensing  Marinus— Can  the  Synods  auth- 
orize Schlatter  to  do  things  not  allowed  by  the  Classis? — 
Conduct  of  the  German  churches  in  Pennsylvania — ^Efforts 
to  unite  Dutch,  Germans  and  Presbyterians — ^The  Dutch 

recognized  here,  because  a  part  of  a  National  Church 3301 

Nov.       22     Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^Letters  frcmi  Van  Hoevenberg  and 

the  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhinebeck,  concerning  disputes 

as  to  the  regularity  of  Van  Hoevenberg's  papers 3302-3304 

27     Gall  of  Thomas  Romeyn  to  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica.  .3304-3306 
Dec  5     Classis  receives  letter  from  De  Wint 3306 

5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York — ^Letters 
received — The  De  Wind  case  further  reviewed — ^Haeghoort's 
protest — Exhortation  to  unity — ^Action  of  Coetus  on  Aron- 
deus,  confirmed — Fears  concerning  the  churches  on  Long 
Island — Final  attempt  should  be  made  to  harmonize  mat- 
ters— ^Plan  proposed — ^Position  of  Classis  concerning  Van 
Hoevenberg    3306-3314 

5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Arondeus — Last  pro- 
posals— ^Exhortation  to  confession  and  peace 3314-3316 

5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderin — 
Anxiety  of  the  Classis  for  the  Long  Island  churches — Ex- 
hortation to  agree  to  plans  of  Classis  now  proposed.  .3316-3318 

5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Friends  of  Arondeus  in  the 
Five  associated  churches  of  Long  Island — Sentence  on 
Arondeus,  by  Coetus,  approved;  yet  proposals  for  peace, 
submitted— Exhortation  to  accept  the  plan   3319-3322 


-  ..V4V4CIII1   Lo  me  Lonsistory  of  Clave 

Advice  concerning   Van  Hoevenborg 

le    Committee    on    the    Muzeliiis    case    to    tlie    Cla> 
Amsterdam — Mi?*conduct    of    Muzelius — Findings    c 

Committee     

lurches  of  Kings  County — Claims  of  certain  parties 
the  legal   Consistory 


vindication  of  the  excellent  character  of  the  Mon 
in  New  York,  by  Hon.   Wm.  Livingston — ^Note  on 

Livingston   

oal  examination  and  ordination  of  John  Schunema 
^tskill — ^A  letter  to  Rev.  Knevels  of  St.  Johns,  appr 
bters  from  Van  Hoevenberg,  from  the  Consistory  of 
track,  and  T.  Frelinghuysen  were  read,  and  answers 

)roved    

irch  of  New  York — Request  of  domine  De  Ronde 
xpenses  in  coming  to  New  York — Wants  more  house-i 
r  a  better  house — ^Also  an  increase  in  salary — ^Ans 
^ill  allow  more  house-rent,  but  will  not  increase 
ilary  at   present — Reply   of   De   Ronde   to   Gonsist< 

aswer,  Feb.   1 

H^geman  and  Minnie  Schenck  to  Thos.  Rom^n — ^1 
m  not  to  persevere  in  seeking  to  settle  at  Success  ( N 

empetead),  L.   1 

of  the  Deputies — Letter  from'Haaghoort  concer 
e  ordination  of  Marinus,  at  the  suggestion  of  Schlatt 
le  SyiiDds  do  not  understand  American  geography— 
imans  may  unite  with  the  Presbyterians,  although 
itch  and  Presbyterians  are  more  alike — ^Report  on 
izelius  case  considered 
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in  North  and  South  Britain — ^Efforts  of  James  II  to  intro- 
duce Jesuits  in  the  Uniyersities— See  Noy.  25,  1751.  .3338,  3339 
llarch  29  Evils  of  a  Sectarian  College  supported  by  public  funds — 
All  Protestant  denominations  should  be  on  a  parity — ^If 
the  New  York  Ck>llege  becomes  sectarian,  other  denomi- 
nations will  oppose  it — ^English  and  Dutch  Presbyterians 
exceed  all  other  denominations  put  together,  but  their 
children  will  not  patronize  a  State-Church  College — Bad 
effects  of  the  principles  of  only  one  persuasion — Religious 
worship  should  be  maintained,  but  not  of  one  sect — A 
party  College  would  make  partizans  and  finally  fill  all 
offices  of  government — Other  Christians  could  not  peace- 
ably submit;  for  it  would  lead  to  an  ecclesiastical  estab- 
lishment, and  prove  destructive  to  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  the  people. 

If  supported  by  the  public,  it  must  not  be  sectarian — 
The  Legislature  had  no  such  design — ^The  money  raised  for 
it  is  public  money — ^If  sectarian,  feuds  would  be  raised — 
To  ask  for  a  partizan  College  is  unpatriotic  and  arro- 
gant—The College  must  remain  under  the  Legislature, 
so  that  the  people  may  control  it — ^A  Public  Academy  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all — If  founded  on  the  plan  of  General 
Toleration,  students  from  other  provinces  would  seek  its 
benefits — ^Inconsistent  with  good  policy  to  give  any  one 

denomination  ascendency   3339-3341 

pril  2  Approval  of  book  of  Christopher  Bussing — Classis  receives 
letter  from  Committee  of  Coetus,  on  Rev.  Muzelius  and 
church  of  Tappan — ^Answer  approved — ^Letter  received 
from  Rev.  Haeghoort 3341,  3342 

2  Address  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  German 
Churches — ^Labors  of  Classis  in  their  behalf — Grief  over 
their  schisms — Lack  of  letters  from  Coetus  may  prevent 
donations — ^Importance  of  unity  in  the  Coetus,  and  sub- 
mission to  decisions,  with  right  to  appeal — Separatists 
will  not  receive  donations — ^Donations  are  for  deficiencies 
of  salaries  of  ministers  and  schoolmasters  and  for  pur- 
chase of  books 3342-3344 

2  Classes  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Michael  Schlatter — Complain 
of  lack  of  correspondence — Separations  among  the  Crer- 
mans — Coetus  should  have  delegates  from  the  elders — 
Schlatter  should  have  a  permanent  charge — Necessity  of 
pastors  in  Virginia — Reports  of  moneys  and  books  from 
Holland,  requested  3344r-3347 

2     Classes  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort — Case  of 

Muzelius    3348,  3349 

2     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Greorge  M.  Weiss — ^Importance 

t>f  peace  and  unity 3350 

4  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Troubles  on  Long  Island — Queens  County  calls  Thos. 
Romeyn— Proofs  of  the  legality  of  this  call 3^5\-^^^4 
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5  Proper  method  of  eatablialiiiig  a  College  to  prevent  it  from 
being  HectarUn — Should  not  be  hy  Rojal  Cliartegr — Should 
be  secure  from  Bbusea  and  pervereiona — A  charter  might 
be  annulled  in  sereral  waji  and  for  divera  rcBSOIH;  or 
the  Trnsteee  might  exceed  their  powers;  or  bj  choice 
of  Teachers,  undermine  onr  liberties;  or  make  the  insti- 
tution the  epml  of  tjnumj  or  bigotr;;  or  the  charter 
might  be  modified  and  perverted — But  it  must  be  endcnred 
hj  the  people — Thdr  interests,  civil  And  religious,  must 
be  protected — But  if  by  charter,  the  civil  and  religious 
principles  of  the  manAgers  will  be  dissemlnated-^BIind 
obedience,  in  Church  Mid  State  might  be  the  reeult — The 
Civil  Qovemment  would  have  too  great  control — A  char- 
ter  cannot   fully   or   wisely   anticipate   all   the   desirable 

changes   of   the   future 3364-3357 

10     Daniel  Bratt,  parochial  schoolmaster  in  New  York 33S7 

12  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  the  anti-Ooetsohius  party, 
of  Feb.  3,  1763,  concerning  the  election  of  two  rival  Con- 

siBtories — The  judgment  of  the  Classis  desired 33S7-3369 

12  The  proper  method  of  establishing  a  College,  supported  by 
the  public  funds,  to  prevent  ite  becoming  sectarian — 
Should  be  by  Act  of  L^^lature — Society's  right  te  direct 
the  education  of  ite  own  youth — The  Spartan  system: 
education  by  the  Commonwealth — Our  Legislature  should 
secure  us  against  the  designs  of  any  one  single  Sect, 
with  ite  contracted  opinions — Our  future  officials  should 
be  men  of  broad   principles. 

The  College  should  be  founded  and  incorporated  by  Act 
of   Assembly    for    the   following    reasons; 

1.  To  be  subject  to  inspection  of  the  Civil  Authority, 
and  thus  less  liable  to  abuse — The  outlay  involved  will 
require  the  united  aid  of  the  Public — If  made  of  general 
interest  to  all  it  will  be  well  supported — The  funds  already 
raised  will  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  secterian  mds — 
The  Legislature  will  control  its  funds,  and  that  body  will 
be  responsible  to  the  people — But  if  a  Ri^al  Charter  pre- 
vails, Uie  funds  raised  might  be  used  for  other  ends. 

2.  The  objects  to  be  attained  by  a  Collie  also  show 
that  it  should  be  foun<led  by  Act  of  Asaembly — It  is 
to  promote  the  gcDeral  welfare  of  the  community;  to  be 
a  barrier  against  tyranny — Literary  Advantages  are  not 
for  one  set  of  meu,  but  for  society — A  few  private  per- 
sons must  not  rule  the  whole  community — Duty  of  the 
Lc^slature  to  guard  all  interests  in  every  department 
of  life — The  Collie  is  designed  to  advance  all  these 
interests. 

3.  Another  reason  for  founding  the  College  by  Act  of 
Assembly  rather  than  by  Royal  Charter,  is  to  make  im- 
pregnable the  Spirit  of  Freedom — Its  object  cannot  then 
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be  perrerted  by  bigotry  or  tyranny — ^All  parties  need  to 
be  represented  in  its  control. 

Tbe  Governors  of  the  College  should  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Legislature — Improper  ones  could  be 
removed,  and  true  friends  of  learning  could  be  appointed 
in  their  place — ^No  one  sect  should  control. 

4.  If  established  by  Act  of  Assembly  larger  donations 
might  be  expected;  but  if  by  Charter,  one  sect  will  pre- 
vail, and  all  others  would  hold  aloof — As  to  the  legality 

of  such  an  Act 3359-3362 

pril      19     The  points   desirable  in  a  Legislative  Act  establishing  a 

College  to  prevent  sectarianism — ^The  trustees  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  without  regard  to  religious 
denomination — 2,  The  President  and  Instructors  should 
be  chosen  by  the  Trustees,  subject  to  confirmation  by 
the  Legislature — 3.  The  Trustees  should  make  by-laws, 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Legislature— 4.  Act  of 
Incorporation  should  contain  as  many  Rules,  etc.,  as 
can  be  anticipated  as  necessary — 5.  No  particular  form 
of  religion  should  be  established  in  the  College — 6.  Morn- 
ing and  evening  worship  should  be  observed,  under  special 
scriptural  Forms — 7.  There  should  be  no  Professor  of 
Divinity  in  the  College — 8.  The  Library  should  be  free 
to  all,  but  no  public  theological  debates  be  allowed — 
9.  All  officers  should  be  under  oath  to  obey  the  Act, 
etc. — 10.  No  Legislative  Acts  should  be  passed  contrary 
to  this  Act — 11.  Concerning  the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes     3362-336S 

-26  An  appeal  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  against  a  Sec- 
tarian College — Previous  papers  on  the  best  methods  of 
establishing  a  College;  and  the  desirable  points  in  a 
Legislative  Act — ^The  dangers  looming  up — Power  of  Pub- 
lic Opinion  against  wrongs.  Importance  of  boldly  resist- 
ing oppression. 

Appeal  to  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  to 
their  feelings,  if  excluded — ^Appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  with  their  glorious  history  of  struggles 
against  oppression — ^Appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  with  the  remembrance  of  their  sufferings — 
Appeal  to  the  Quakers,  and  their  struggles  for  liberty 
of  conscience.  Appeal  to  the  members  of  the  French 
Church,  to  Moravians,  Lutherans,  Baptists — General  ap- 
peal to  the  citizens,  not  to  allow  one  sect  to  dominate — 
Equal  toleration,  the  basis  of  Liberty — Parity  of  all 
denominations   demanded — The   Legislature   must   control 

the  College    3366-3369 

[ay         7     Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Address  to   Consistory  of   German- 
town  and  Philadelphia 3370 
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May         7     Classis  approves  a  letter  to  Rev.  Haeghoort;  receives  a  letter 

from  Wemich  of  SStone  Arabia;  letter  read  from  Jamaica; 
answer  approved;  letter  received  from  New  York,  with 
the  Acts  of  Coetus  of  Sept.  1752 — ^Answer  approved.  .3370,  3371 
7  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Haeghoort  of  Second  Biver — 
Reference  to  examination  of  Marinus,  and  union  of  Ger- 
mans and  Presbyterians 3371,  3372 

7  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Coetus  of  New  York — ^Rejoices  in 
their  harmony — Endorses  their  examination  and  ordina- 
tion of  Marinus — ^Affairs  at  Jamaica — ^Admonitions  to  love 
and  peace — Approves  advice  of  Coetus  to  Van  Sinderin  to 
visit  all  the  families — Grief  over  Arondeus — ^De  Wind  case 
ended — Classis  permits  separation  of  New  Paltz  from 
ELingston,  and  have  ordained  Vrooman  to  New  Paltz,  and 
the  two  Frelinghuysens  to  their  fields ;  also  Schuneman  for 

Catskill— Grief  over  Muzelius 3372-3375 

7  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  in  Queens  County — 
Grief  over  trouble  at  Jamaica — No  appeal  has   reached 

Classis — Exhortation  to  peace 3375-3377 

7  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Deputies  of  the  Synods  of  North 
and  South  Holland  (as  to  the  right  of  licensing  and 
ordaining  in  the  East  Indies;  same  principle  applicable  to 

America)     3377-3381 

30    Gov.    Clinton    praises    the    Legislative    Assembly    for    their 

efforts  to  establish  a  Seminary,  (College) 3382 

June        7     Charter  of  the   Five   Churches  on   the   Raritan,  viz.,   New 

Brunswick,  Raritan,  Six  Mile  Run,  Millstone,  (Harlingen) 

and  North  Branch,   (Readington) 3382-3384 

15     Lottery  Bill  for  raising  £1125  for  a  CJollege  in  New  York — 

Enacted  by  House — See  Nov.  15,  26,  1751 ;  July  4,  1753. . .   3384 
25    Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Call  of 
Thos.  Romeyn — Call  of  William  Jackson  to  Bergen,  etc. — 
Suggestion  that  Calls  should  be  first  presented  to  Coetus — 

Would  tend  to  peace 3385 

June         ?    Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  Jamaica  in  opposition  to 

the  call  of  Thos.  Romeyn 3386-3388 

29     Rev.  Samuel  Johnson  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury — ^The 

Church  and  the  College 3388,  3389 

July        3    Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica, 

received — ^Arondeus  had  created  troubles  by  constituting  a 
rival    Consistory — ^The    Old    Consistory    had    called    the 

student,  Thos.  Romeyn 8389 

4  Act  for  raising  £1125  for  founding  a  College  for  advance- 
ment of  learning  in  this  colony — See  Nov.  25,  1751;  Dec. 

12,  1763 3389-3394 

4  An  Act  to  continue  the  Duty  on  Excise,  etc.,  until  1767,  in 
order  to  pay  £500  yearly  for  the  support  of  the  New  York 
College   3394,  3395 
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f  16-17     Church  of  New  York — Organists  and  Choristers — ^Manor  of 

Fordham    33D&-3397 

23  About  call  of  Thos.  Romeyn  to  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay — ^To 
be  ordained  only  for  Oyster  Bay;  not  to  become  minister 
at  Jamaica  until  the  legality  of  call  to  that  place  be  set- 
tled by  Coetus  or  Classis ;  that  Frelinghuysen  had  no  right 
to  moderate  this  call;  that  all  calls  should  be  first  sub- 
mitted to  Coetus;  that  Coetus  put  forth  efforts  to  reunite 
the  four  churches  of  Oyster  Bay,  Jamaica,  Newtown  and 
Hempstead   3397-3309 

T  ?  Rev.  Gideon  Hawley's  account  of  his  journey  to  Onohoghg- 
wage — Indian  school  at  Stockbridge  patronised  by  the 
Mohawks — Hawley's  visit  to  the  Mohawks — ^Albany  and 
Schenectady — Dutch  churches  in  Schoharie — ^English  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Mohawks — ^Indian  interpreters — Col.  John- 
son— ^Mohawk  Chapel — Indian  superstition — Fort  Hunter 
and  Schoharie — Services  in  Mohawk — ^The  Susquehannah — 
Rest  and  Worship  in  the  wilderness — ^Drunken  Indians- 
Great  Bend   3399-3405 

31-Aug.  9  Sjmod  of  North  Holland — Ordination  of  Schuneman  for 
Catskill  referred  to— Pennsylvania  affairs — Correspondence 
between  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  and  the  Coetus  of  New 

York  3405,  3406 

?  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Deaths  at  sea  by  smallpox,  of  Revs.  Jacobus  and  Ferdinand 
Frelinghuysen — ^Arrival  of  Vrooman  and  Schuneman — 
Henricus  Frelinghuysen  about  to  sail  to  Holland  for  ordi- 
nation, but  requests  that  Coetus  may  ordain  him — Argu- 
ments: Four  of  the  Frelinghuysens  have  risked  their  lives 
to  obtain  ordinations  in  Holland;  one  left;  he  is  well 
educated;   churches  are  waiting  for  him;   Coetus  cannot 

ask,  as  not  now  in  session 3406,  3407 

7, 9  Church  of  New  York — Manor  of  Fordham — Desire  to  make  it 
free — ^Terms  of  bequest — Importance  of  selling  it — ^Legisla- 
tive consent  needed 3407-3409 

2  Agreement  signed  by  Thos.  Romeyn — Letters  approved,  to 

Frelinghuysen,  the  Coetus,  and  protesting  members  at 
Jamaica — Letters  received,  per  South  Holland  Synod,  from 
Revs.  Lischy,  Weiss,  Leydich,  and  Mr.  Chandler  of  Eng- 
land— Final  examination  and  ordination  of  Thos.  Romejm. 

3409,  3410 

3  Special  stipulations  required  of  Thos.  Romeyn,  when  called 

to  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica 3410,  341 1 

3     The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus — Jamaica  and  Thos. 
Romeyn — Calls  should  be  first  approved  by  the  Coetus,  or 

by  neighboring  ministers 3411,  3412 

11-20  Acts  of  the  Coetus — New  subscriptions  to  Rules  of  Coetus — 
Letters  read — Van  Sinderen  reported  prospects  of  peace — 
Plan  of  Peace  for  Kings  County — Letter  of  Coetus  to  the 
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cburchea — ^Aroodeiu  deposed — ^The  Flan  given  to  the 
ptirti«a — The  JunMoa  case — The  case  of  Haekeniaek  and 
OoetBchiuB — Rev.  Hiuellus  and  Tappan — Applieati«i  of 
Wemich  of  8tone  Arabia — Protest  from  adbennta  of 
ArondeuB — Call    fran   Bergtn   on   Kev.   Wm.   Jackson — 

Appeal  of  Arondeus 3413-M17 

11    One  of  tlie  Conaistories  ttt  Jamaica,  to  the  Coetus,  about  the 

legality  of  their  election U18 

11  Protert  against  the  call  of  Thoe.  RomcTn 3410 

12  Confinnation   by  Coetus  of  the  aentoice  against  Arcaidella. 

3410,  3420 

19  Protest  by  frimda  of  Arondeus  against  the  conflrmation  of 

the  sentence  3420 

1E>     Answer  of  the  Coetus  to  the  protest  of  Jamaica 3421 

10  The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  ClassiB  of  Amstordam — 
Death  of  the  brothen,  FrelinghuyBen,  at  sea — TroomMi 
and  Scbuneman  have  been  installed 3421,  3422 

20  Rev.  Theodore  FrelinghuTscn  of  Albany  to  ClessU  of  Amster- 

dam— Death  of  bis  two  brothers — Consistory  of  Albai^ 
still  refuse  to  join  the  Coetus — Consist*^  refuse  to  allow 
him  to  leave  the  plsce — Allusion  to  Claverack  and  Van 
Hoevenberg — This  letter  sent  hy  hand  of  Wm.  Jackson, 
who  goee  to  study;  has  been  called  to  Staten  Island  and 

Bergen 3422,  3423 

20    Answer  of  Coetus  to  the  Protest  of  Arondeus 3423-3427 

27  Was  the  Church  of  England  ever  established  in  New  Yorkl — 
This  point  often  argued — Episcopalians  take  it  for 
granted — All  others  (the  great  majority)  deny  it — Burden 
of  proof  belongs  on  the  other  aide — This  point  waived: 

I.  Iaws  of  the  Mother  Countiy  apply  to  Colonies  so 
far  as  they  are  necessary  or  applicable,  for  the  protection 
of  Society. 

1.  But  laws  relating  to  a  Religious  Establishment  not 
necessary  nor  applicable. 

2.  Many  laws  incoasist«nt  with  the  circumstances  of  a 
colony,  as  the  tithes  and  the  land  tax — The  colonists  emi' 
grated  to  secure  exemption  from  the«e  vet;  laws. 

3.  If  the  colonists  must  cariy  the  established  religion 
with  them,  it  might  still  have  been  psganiam,  or  popery — 
Protestants  coutd  not  urge  such  arguments. 

4.  Whs  the  Church  of  England  established  by  specific 
Act  or  by  Common  Law — Not  by  the  latter,  for  the  Com- 
mon I«w  is  simply  "  Immemorial  Custom  " — Extends  back 
to  Richard  I,  1199 — But  the  pretenf  "English  Establish- 
ment" goes  back  only  to  Queen  Anne,  1700. 

II.  Does  the  Act  of  1706  extend  to  the  Colonies !— This 
was  an  Act  tor  the  Union  of  England  and  Scotland — Scot- 
land, before  the  Union,  passed  an  Act  establishing  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  and  made  this   an   es- 
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sentud  part  of  the  Act  of  Union — ^England  passed  a  similar 
Aet  to  secure  the  Church  of  England — ^Each  acknowledged 
the  other— Act  of  England  was  not  to  enlarge,  but  to 
secure  the  Church  of  England — ^It  was  the  Settlement  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  bj  Law  established,  in  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  Wales,  etc,  and  the  Territories — ^But  the 
Territories  are  not  the  Plantations  or  Colonies — ^This  dis- 
tinction always  recognized — ^Religion,  in  the  Colonies,  was 
left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Proprietors  or  to  individuals — 
The  different  Colonies  established  differing  Forms  of  relig- 
ion— Freedcmi  in  religion  the  basis  of  the  Plantations — 
This  acknowledged  in  the  Charters  to  the  Colonies — ^The 
Contests  of  the  times— Elings  College,  N.  Y.,  in  History  of 

Trinity  Church  3427-3432 

Oct  1     Classis  approves  a  letter  to  Peter  De  Wind 3433 

1     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Peter  De  Wind 3433,  3434 

4  Church  of  New  York — ^Manor  of  Fordham — Consistory  re- 
quests the  ministers  to  stay  away  from  Coetus 3435 

6  ConsiBtory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — ^Had  carried  out  Classical  order  in  reference 
to  Be  Wind — Wm.  Jackson  has  been  called — ^Dreaded  the 
long  voyage  for  his  ordination 3435 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  SIR  DANVERS  OSBORNE,  BARONET. 

October  10.  1753— October  12,  1753. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

October  12,  1753 — September,  1755. 

Oct.  15  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany  to  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam— ^Affairs  at  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay  in  reference  to 
Thomas  Romeyn's  call — Small  part  that  Rev.  John  Fre- 
linghuysen took  in  the  matter — ^Arondeus  the  cause  of  the 
trouble — ^Hopes    the    Classis    will    examine    and    ordain 

Rom^m 3436 

25     His  Opponents  to  Rev.  Van   Sinderen — ^Attempt  to  depose 

him 3437 

^ov.  3     Request  of   the   Church   of   Marbletown,   etc.,   that   Coetus 

would  examine  and  ordain  Henricus  Frelinghuysen 3437 

3     Pledge  of  Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn  to  take  the  pastorate  only  of 
Oyster  Bay,  and  not  also  of  Jamaica,  until  the  legality 

of  his  call  there  is  settled 3438,  3439 

21  Petition  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Governor, 
to  be  permitted  to  sell  their  land  at  Fordham,  by  bringing 
a  Bill  into  the  House  for  that  purpose — Read  in  Council 
and  granted — Advertisement — See  Nov.  30,  Dec.  12,  1753. 

3439,  3440 
26     The  Coetus,  (per  Revs.  Leydt,  John  Frelinghuysen  and  elder 
Henry  Fisher),  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Answer  to 
the  Protest  of  Arondeus 3440-3443 
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2B    Adherents  of  Arondeus  to  the  GlassiB  at  Amaterdam . . .  3443,  3441 
30     Proposed  Bill  to  allow  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to 
sell  their  Manor  of  Fordham;  proposed  amendment  to  their 

Chajrter— See  Not.  21  and  Dec.  12,  1763 34<S 

3     Call   of   Rev.    Uenricus    Frelinghuysen    by   the   churches   of 

Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsing 3446,  34411 

12    An  Act  to  raise  £1126  by  lottery  for  a  College 344« 

12  An  Act  to  enable  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  dispose 
of  their  Manor  of  Fordhatn;  and  also  certain  amendmentB 
to  their  Charter — Conditions  at  the  surrender,  16M — 
Legacy  of  Cornelius  Steenwj'ck  and  wife  of  the  Manor  of 
Fordham  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  ministers,  etc.— Amendment  to  Charter:  May  en- 
large  ConsiBtoiy;    income   of  £200   may   be   increased   to 

£1000;  and  general  liberty  given 3447-3461 

?     Thanks  of  Consistoiy  to  Gov.  De  Lancey  for  signing  Bill  of 
Dec.  12. 

Note  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham. 

Note  oa  the  early  churchen  of  Westcheater  County,  N.  Y. 

3461,  3464 
T    Church  of  Jamaica  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 3454-346S 


Note  on  "  The  Independent  Reflector "  by  Hon.  Wm. 
Livingston — Extract  from  Preface,  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  College  in  New  York — Extract  from  Preface 
relating  to  the  Decline  ot  the  Dutch  Church — Progrees  of 
the  English  language — Continued  use  of  the  Dutch  in  public 
worship — Duty  of  the  Dutch  to  themselves — Opposition  of 
Episcopalians  to  the  use  of  English  in  Dutch  church  serv- 
ices— Slander  of  the  Presbyterians — Exposure  of  these  mis- 
representations— Efforts  to  prevent  the  union  of  Dutch  and 
Presbyterians — Designs  of  the  Church  of  England — De- 
sirability of  several   denominations  to  maintain   religious 

freedom  3356-3460 

8     CloBsis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus — Rer.  Tbos.  Romeyn — 

Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  sent 3461 

10  Acts  of  Deputies — Letter  from  the  Arondeus  Consistory  of 
Queens   County,   protesting  against   the   legalising   of  the 

other  Consistory  by  the  Coetus 3401-3469 

T  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  Van  Hoevenberg  and  Con- 
sistory of  Lower  Rhincbeck,  in  reference  to  securing  hia 
legal  certificates  of  dismission,  etc 3466,  3480 

16  Rev.  Gerard  Ha^hoort  to  the  Classis  ot  Amsterdajn — Rer. 
Mutelius — Hoeghoort's  protest — Arondeus  and  Van  Sin- 
deren — Jealousy  of  Classical  correspondence  with  othem 
and  not  with  him — No  desire  for  a  Classis  in  Americoi — 
Troubles  experienced — Is  a  church  bound  to  fulfill  con- 
ditions of  its  call  as  to  paying  minister's  sajaryt — Coetus 


Table  of  Contents.  xxiii 

1754.  PAos. 

decides  everything  according  to  English  law — ^May  proM- 

eute  his  Consistory 3466,  3467 

April       1     Wm.  Jackson  called  to  Bergen  and  Staten  Island — ^Delayed 

by  iUness   3467 

2  Classis  receives  letters  from  New  York — ^The  Deputies  to 
prepare  answers — ^The   Frelinghuysens   to   be  notified  to 

correspond  through  the  Coetus 3467,  3468 

25  Bev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Reference  to  Thomas  Romeyn — ^Thanks  Classis  for  its  ad- 
moniticms;  but  Classis  did  not  understand  the  case — 
Defends  his  conduct  in  moderating  Romeyn's  call  to  Oyster 
Bay  and  Jamaica — Conduct  of  Rev.  De  Ronde,  and  Fre- 
linghuysen's  defence  of  his  position — ^Hopes  the  Classis  will 
trust  the  Coetus  to  settle  matters  at  Jamaica  and  Oyster 
Bay — ^His   request   for   the   ordination  of   his   remaining 

brother  in  America — ^Arrival  of  Rev.  Jackson 3468-3470 

May         1     Founding  a  College  in  New  York — Extension  of  time  for 

lottery 3470 

6     Classis  receives  letters  from  New  York — Letters  approved 

for  New  York 3471 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York — Case  of 
Arondeus — Classis  recognizes  both  Consistories  on  Long 
Island — Suggests  a  new  Consistory  from  the  two— Hopes 
that  Thos.  Romeyn  may  be  received  in  love — ^The  case  of 
Muzelius — Coetus  should  improve  its  methods  of  business — 
Rev.  Jackson  delayed  by  sickness — ^Request  of  Wemich  to 
be  ordained  in  America,  denied — Baptism  of  illegitimate 
children — Grief  over  deaths  of  the  two   Frelinghuysens. 

3471-3473 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  Brethren  in  Kings  County — 
Protests  in  the  Arondeus  case — ^Action  of  Coetus  uphdd. 

3473,  3474 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  Brethren  in  Queens  County — 
Both  consistories  upheld — ^New  consistory  should  be  ap- 
pointed— ^Exhortation  to  peace 3474,  3475 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  other  Brethren  in 
Queens  County,  L.  L — ^Both  consistories  recognized — Ex- 
hortation to  peace 3475,  3476 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen — 
Sympathy  with  him  at  death  of  his  brothers — Hopes  Henry 
Frelinghuysen  will  come  to  Holland  for  ordination — Can- 
not allow  his  ordination  in  America 3476,  3477 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort — ^Rebukes 
him  for  criticizing  the  correspondence  of  Classis  with  in- 
dividuals—Exhortation   3477,  3478 

14     Second  Offer  of  Trinity  Church  to  give  land  for  a  College  in 

New  York 3478 

16  livingston's  Twenty  Unanswerable  Reasons  against  a  Sec- 
tarian College  read  to  the  Trustees  holding  the  Funds — 
Sec  Nov.  1,  1754 ^1% 
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May       20    Petition  for  a  Charter  for  a  College  in  New  York,  bj  the 

Trustees  holding  certain  Funds — ^Efforts  to  secure  In- 
structors— ^Trinity  Church  will  give  land  if  the  President 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England — ^Petition 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council — See  May,  30. 

3478,  3479 

21  Elder  Daniel  Durye  and  others  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 

Testifies  that  Arondeus  was  forbidden  by  the  commissioners 
from    preaching    a    second    Confession-Sermoii — ^Defends 

Arondeus  3479,  3480 

30  Report  of  Committee  on  Petition  for  Charter  for  a  College 
in  New  York — ^The  GoTcmor  requested  to  direct  the 
Attorney-General  to  prepare  such  Charter  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Council  for  their  approbation 3480 

30  Protest  of  the  Minority  of  Conunittee  against  a  Charter 
giving  any  one  denomination  a  predominance  in  said  Col- 
lege— ^Two  against  three — Injuries  to  the  common  rights; 
tends  to  jealousies  and  animosities;  seven-eighths  of  the 
population,  non-Episcopalians — Importance  of  Liberty  of 
Conscience  and  equal  civil  rights — College  to  be  supported 
by  public  funds — If  sectarian,  its  influoioe  will  diminish. 

3480-3482 
June        4    Order  of  the  Governor  to  the  Attorney-General  to  prepare  a 

College  Charter  according  to  the  Report  (of  the  majority). 

3482,  3483 
13    Partial  answer  of  Dr.  Johnson's  son  to  Wm.  Livingston's 

Twenty  Unanswerable  Reasons;  or  to  the  Protest 3483 

19    Religion  among  the  Mohawks 3483,  3484 

July       10    The  Church  and  the  College — Rev.  Samuel  Johnson  to  the 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury 3484,  3485 

22  Religion  among  the  Mohawks 3485 

22  Acts  of  the   Deputies — ^Testimonies   in   favor   of   Arondeus. 

3485,  3486 

23  Certificate  of  study,  for  Johannes  Aemilius  Wemig 3486 

July  30-Aug.  8    Sjmod  of  North  Holland — Receive  a  German  letter  from 

New  York,  dated  April  25,  1754,  on  Pennsylvania  affairs — 
Deem  it  unwise  for  the  German  churches  to  organize  a  Con- 
ference with  the  Presbyterians 3486 

Aug.      15    Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderen  to  his  opponents — Invitation  to  a  Con- 
ference for  peace 3486,  3487 

22  The  College  and  the  Church — Wm.  Livingston  to  Chaunc^ 
Whittlesey  of  New  Haven — College  exercises  begun  before 
the  Charter  is  obtained — Charter  delayed  on  account  of 
the  Prote6l>— Opposition  to  a  Sectarian  College 3487,  3488 

Sept.       2     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhine- 
beck — ^Their    contemptuous    former    letter — ^Referred    to 

answer  of  Classis  to  that 3488 

15    Church  of  New  York — ^Domine  Boel's  widow — Salaries 3489 
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Sept.         ?     Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  the  Old  Consistory  of 

Kings  Coonty,  dated  March  29,  1754 — ^Troubles  caused  by 

Arondeus — Call  of  Curtenius — Efforts  for  peace 3489,  3400 

17-19  Acts  of  Coetus  of  New  York— Death  of  Rev.  John  Freling- 
huysen — ^Reports  on  the  transforming  of  the  Coetus  into 
a  Classifi — Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Plan  for  a 
Classis — Church  of  Fishkill  complain  of  Rev.  Meinema — 
Committee  sent  to  Fishkill — Plan  of  Classis  reported — Case 
of  Jamaica  and  Rev.  Romeyn — Rev.  Mancius  preaches  to 
the  adherents  of  Arondeus — ^Matter  referred  to  Classis^ 
Case  of  Jamaica  and  Rev.  Romeyn — ^His  installation  ar- 
ranged for — ^Plan  of  a  Classis  adopted — Committee  ap- 
pointed to  receive  reports  of  the  churches  on  a  Classis — 
Sessions  of  the  Assembly  hereafter  to  be  in  October. .  .3490-3492 
19  Circular  Letter  of  the  Coetus  to  the  churches,  proposing  a 
Classis — ^Reasons  for  changing  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis: 
Coetus  is  not  a  body  recognized  in  the  Constitution;  can- 
not give  any  final  decisions;  delays  in  sending  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam;  a  Classis  necessary,  to  save  time 
and  expense,  and  danger,  and  to  promote  regularity  in 
ordinations ;  also  to  dispatch  business,  to  supply  candidates 
and  ministers — Classis  of  Amsterdam  requested  to  advo- 
cate an  American  Classis  before  the  Synod  of  North 
Holland — Churches    requested    to    approve    Plan    for    a 

Classis 3493 

19  The  Coetus  (per  Ritzema,  etc.)  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Acknowledgments  of  letters  received — Romeyn's  call  to 
Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica— Installation — ^Deaths  of 
Domine  Boel  and  John  Frelinghuysen — ^Prospect  of  peace 
in  Kings  County — Coetus  minutes  to  be  delayed,  in  the 
sending  until  next  spring 3494 

)ct.  1     Action  of  the  Church  of  New  York  on  Circular  Letter  of 

Coetus  about  a  Classis — A  Classis  of  less  use  than  a  Coe- 
tus— Domine  De  Ronde  released  from  his  obligation  to 
belong  to  the  Coetus — Consistory  to  write  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam  against  a  Coetus — ^A  petition  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislative  Assembly  to  allow  the  Dutch  to 
have  a  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Kings  College — Another 

copy,  with  omissions 3495,  3496 

12  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Says 
he  has  fulfilled  his  duties  as  minister,  and  his  church 
bound  to  pay  him  his  salary — Defends  his  former  criti- 
cisms of  the  Classis  in  severe  terms— -Rebukes  the  Classis 
for  charging  him  with  lack  of  humility — Lawsuit  for  his 
salary — Suggests  his  breaking  off  of  correspondence  with 
the  Classis — Under  English  law — Will  strive  for  peace— 
Coetus  about  to  go  to  pieces — A  Classis  needed,  if  prop- 
erly organized — His  admonition  to  the  Classis  against 
spiritual  pride  and  the  exercise  of  lordship — P.  S. :  Re- 
marks on  the  Pennsylvania  churches 3497,  3498 
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Oct.  17  The  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Com- 
pelled to  acquaint  the  Classis  with  the  recent  action  of 
the  Coetus — Plan  of  Coetus,  to  turn  itself  into  a  Classis, 
presented — Lust  of  power  rules  the  Coetus,  and  would  rule 
the  Classis — ^Danger  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Dutch 
Church  by  the  English — ^Desirability  to  make  candidates 
and  ministers  here,  if  they  could  receive  proper  education — 
But  education  hare  would  bring  about  the  separation  of 
the  Church  from  Holland — In  the  proposal  for  a  Classis, 
independence  lurks — Partizanship  rules  the  Coetus,  as 
appears  from  several  incidents — Hence  the  Church  of  New 
York  abjures  the  Coetus,  and  renews  its  old  relations 
direct  with  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam 3499,  3500 

18  Rev.  Ritzema  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderen — Requests  assent  to  his 
preaching  in  Van  Sinderen's  church,  on  invitation  of  op- 
ponents   3600,  3501 

18  Wm.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Noah  Welles — ^The  Governor  acting 
a  double  part — ^Hopes  the  Assembly  will  defeat  the  Royal 
Charter — ^The  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  has  requested  to 
have  a  Professorship  of  Divinity  in  the  College — ^If  granted, 
the  College  less  partizan — If  rejected,  evidence  of 
hypocrisy 3501 

20    The    Church    and    the    College— Bishop    Sherlock    to    Rev. 

Samuel  Johnson   3502 

22    Rev.  Van  Sinderin  to  Rev.  Ritzema — Consents  conditionally 

to  an  exchange  with  Ritzema 3502,  3503 

25    The  Church  and  the  College — ^Rev.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Bishop 

Seeker 3503,  3504 

25    Rev.   Dr.   Johnson  to  the  Archbishop   of   Canterbury — ^The 

Church  in  Westchester  County 3504,  3505 

25  Petition  of  the  Collegiate  Church  to  the  Assembly,  for  a 
Divinity  Professorship  in  the  proposed  College — Importance 
of  such  Professorship  to  the  College — Postponed  until  the 
Charter  is  presented  to  the  House 3505,  3506 

31  Draft  of  Charter  for  a  college  (Eangs  College)  presented  to 
the  Council  by  the  Attomey-Greneral — ^Names  of  Trustees — 
Dissent  of  Mr.  Smith — Charter  adopted 3506 

31     Charter  of  Kings  College — Sketch  of  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson,  the 

first  President 3506-3515 

Nov.        1     Report  to  the  House,  of  the  Trustees  holding  the  College 

Funds — Funds  invested — ^Trinity  Church  had  offered  land.  3515 
1  Minority  Report  of  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  on  the  College 
Funds — ^The  majority  Report  not  complete — ^The  Trustees 
were  not  incorporated;  had  not  reported  his  dissent — 
Minority  Report  included  various  documents — ^Also  Liv- 
ingston's "Twenty  Unanswerable  Reasons"  against  the 
establishment  of  a  Sectarian  College,  of  May  16,  1754, 
presented  to  the  Assembly 3515-3517 
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rov.  4  Bev.  Henry  Barclay,  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  to  Rev. 
Samuel  Johnson,  the  nominated  President  of  Kings  Ck>l- 
lege — ^The  CroUege  Charter  passed  by  the  Council — Report 
to  the  House  of  the  Trustees  holding  the  Funds,  Wm.  Liv- 
ingston dissenting — His  protest — ^The  cause  almost  lost — 
The  Governor  determined — ^Difficult  to  decide  whether  John- 
Bosk  better  yet  resign  his  charge — Support  as  President  of 
College  doubtful — But  two  Dutch  members  made  a  pro- 
posal for  a  Dutch  Professorship  of  Divinity  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  they  would  vote  the  money 3517,  3518 

5  Rev.  Anthony  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^The 

CoetuB  voted  to  turn  itself  into  a  Classis — Reasons  against 
an  American  Classis:  If  the  Synod  granted  the  request, 
Arminianism  and  Independency  would  come  into  the 
church — ^The  Academies  here  are  Independent,  Presby- 
terian or  Anglican — Johnson,  of  the  Anglican  Academy, 
is  an  Arminian — ^The  Dutch  have  asked  for  a  Professor- 
ship of  Divinity  in  that  Academy,  for  themselves — A  num- 
ber of  Dutch  ministers  consort  with  the  Presbyterians — 
George  Whitefield  allowed  to  preach  in  Dutch  churches. 

3518,  3519 

6  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  that  the  moneys  raised  for  the 

College  shall  only  be  employed  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  Legislature — (See  June  12,  1755;  and  Dec.  1, 
1756) — Wm.  Livingston  asks  permission  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  a  College  to  be  incorporated  by  Act  of  Assembly — 
Granted— (See  Nov.  26,  1754) 3620 

12     Rev.  Van  Sinderin  to  certain  parties  in  reference  to  peace. 

3520,  3521 

18     Jeremias  Van  dcr  Bilt,  of  the    (anti) -Consistory  to  Rev. 

Van  Sinderin,  in  reference  to  peace 3521-3523 

26  Livingston's  Bill  for  an  Unsectarian  College — ^Abstract.  .3523-3525 
Dec.          6     Christ's  Church  (Episcopal)  at  Oyster  Bay 3525 

7  Act  for  raising  £1125  by  lottery  toward  further  provision 

for  founding  a  College  in  New  York 3525 

7     Wm.  Livingston  to  Rev.  Noah  Welles—"  The  Watch  Tower  " 

—The  Church-College— Bill  for  a  Free  College 3525,  3526 

Dec.  ?    Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — (This  letter 

is  a  forgery  of  a  schoolmaster,  Van  der  Sman) 3526,  3527 

1755. 
Jan.        14     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York — Refer- 
ence   to    Thos.    Romeyn — Regret    delay    in    sending    the 
Minutes  of  Coetus — ^Acts  of  Synod  of  North  Holland,  sent 
over 3527,  3528 

27  Church  of  New  York  resolves  to  call  a  chorister,  school- 

master, etc 3528,  3529 

''eb  6     Specimen  of  one  of  the  articles  called  "  Tlie  Watch  Tower." 

3529,  3530 
17     Church  of  New  York  to  certain  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam,  to 

call  a  chorister,  schoolmaster,  etc — ^Terms 3530-3532 
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Rev.  Anthony  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Turn- 
ing the  Ck)etii8  into  a  Classis — ^Visit  of  Rev.  Theodore  Fre- 
linghuysen  to  all  the  churches,  to  get  signatures  for  a 
Classis  and  a  College — ^Preaches  on  the  subject — ^Names  of 
subscribers — ^Document  addressed  to  a  Synod,  but  no 
special  Synod  specified — ^Danger  of  a  College  and  Classis — 
Many  Dutch  ministers  favor  Presbyterianism 3532-3634 

Nicholas  Wyckof  (of  anti-C<»isistory)  to  Rev.  Van  Sin- 
deren,  respecting  call  of  Rev.  Curtenius  as  colleague;  and 
conditions  of  peace 3534 

Rev.  Van  Sinderen  and  party  decline  overtures 3535 

Church  of   New   York — Sale  of   domine   Boel's   parsonage. 

3535,  3536 

Church  of  New  York  to  certain  gentlemen  in  Holland,  about 
choosing  chorister,  etc 3536 

Churches  of  Kings  County,  (adherents  of  Arondeus)  to 
Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Arondeus  has  left — ^Have  occa- 
sicmal  supplies — Opposition  of  Van  Sinderin  and  his  ad- 
herents— ^Rev.  Mancius,  not  a  member  of  the  Coetus,  had 
preached  and  prepared  a  form  of  call  for  them — Called 
Curtenius — ^Acceptance,  on  conditions  of  efforts  for  peace 
and  union — ^Van  Sinderin  declines  overtures  for  union, 
because  of  the  assumed  irregularity  of  Arondeus  and  his 
consistory — Can  raise  £107 — ^Ask  Classis  to  recognize 
Curtenius  as  their  lawful  minister 3536-3538 

Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn — 
His  installation  at  Oyster  Bay — Similar  letter  from  the 
Consistory,  accepting  Romeyn 3538,  3539 

Classis  receives  letters  from  Queens  (Dounty,  dated  May  21, 
1754;  from  the  Coetus,  of  date  Sept.  19,  1754 — ^Replies 
postponed 3539 

Rev.  £.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
His  dismissal  from  Paramaribo  not  received — ^Requests 
Classis  to  dismiss  him  in  a  regular  manner 3539,  3540 

Rev.  Van  Sinderin's  Consistory  to  Rev.  Curtenius,  exhorting 
him  of  the  irregularity  of  his  accepting  the  call 3540 

Circular  Letter  of  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  calling  a 
Convention  to  meet  in  New  York,  May  27,  1755,  to  take 
measures  to  establish  a  Classis  and  found  an  Academy ....  3541 

Van  Sinderin's  Ckmsistory  to  John  Lott,  etc 3541 

Protest  of  Van  Sinderin's  (Donsistory,  Lott,  etc.,  against  the 
call  of  Curtenius 3542 

Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Curtenius,  but  will  not  answer 
private  letters  3542 

Personal  Petition  of  Domine  Ritzema  to  the  (jrovernor  and 
Council  for  an  Additional  Charter  to  Kings  College,  giving 
to  the  Dutch  a  Professor  of  Divinity  therein — ^To  be 
granted  if  the  Governors  of  the  College  request  it — ^This 
was  done — Committee  appointed  to  prepare  it — (See  May 
13,  and  Aug.  11,  1766) 3642,  3643 
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iay        8    Trinity  Church  orders  deeds  for  lands  to  Kings  Crollege  to 

be  prepared   3643 

13  Report  on  the  Personal  Petition  of  Ritsema,  of  May  7 — ^The 
Petition  itself — Committee  to  wait  on  the  GoTemor — (See 
May  7,  1766) 3544 

19  Action  of  Governor  and  Council — ^The  Attorney  General  to 
prepare  additional  Charter  for  a  Dutch  Divinity  Professor- 
ship in  Kings  College-~(See  May  30,  1755) 3544,  3545 

22  Rev.  Ritzema  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderin,  respecting  call  of  Cur- 

tenius— Friendly  hints  3545,  3546 

23  Church  of  New  York — ^Proceeds  from  sale  of  Parsonage — 

Delay  answering  Frelinghuysen's  Circular  Letter  of  April 

17,  for  Ccmvention 3546 

27-30  The  American  Classis  and  Academy — Conference  called  by 
Frelinghuysen — ^Design:  To  request  Synod  of  Holland  to 
take  measures  to  organize  a  Classis  and  an  Academy  in 
New  York — Names  of  persons  present — ^Ministers  and 
churches  generally  favorable — ^Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuy- 
sen chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  Holland — A  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  draw  up  petitions,  instructions  and 
credentials — Oppositions — ^Expenses  and  compensaticm — 
To  request  the  Church  of  Albany  to  consent  to  their 
pastor's  mission  upon  condition  that  his  pulpit  should  be 
supplied — Requested  Ritzema  to  produce  the  Minute  Book 
of  Coetus — ^An  extra  session  of  the  Coetus  organized. 

Extra  Coetus,  May  29. 

Members  present — Ritzema  considers  the  session  illegal, 
and  will  not  produce  the  books — Committee  finally  obtains 
the  books — Petition  to  the  Synod  for  a  Classis  and  Acad- 
emy, with  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuy- 
sen as  delegate,  signed  by  the  entire  body — ^Plan  for 
soliciting  subscriptions  for  an  Academy,  adopted — Com- 
plaint from  Hackensack;  committee  appointed  to  go 
thither — Citations  issued  to  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  certain 
Trustees  to  meet  the  Committee — ^Mauritius  Goetechius 
and  Henricus  Frelinghuysen  request  ordination  in 
America — ^Rev.  Meinema  and  Church  of  Fishkill — ^Abraham 
Keteltas  requests  license  to  preach — Refused — ^Van  Sin- 
derin  complains  of  the  call  of  Curtenius  to  Kings  County. 

The  Commission  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  in  Latin 

and  English— [See  Oct.  5,  1759] 3546-3552 

30  The  Coetus  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — C6nstrained  to 
request  again  the  privilege  of  ordaining  in  America  two 
young  men,  John  Mauritius  Goetschius  and  Henricus  Fre- 
linghuysen— Sketches  of  these  two^Urgency  of  the  request 

to  ordain  them  here 3553,  3554 

30  The  Additional  Charter  for  a  Professorship  of  Divinity  for 
the  Dutch  Church  in  Kings  College  presented  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  approved — (See  May   7,    13,    19) — ^The   Charter. 

3554,  3555 


XXX  Table  of  Contents. 

1755.  PAGE. 

June        1     Classis  approves  letters  to  PennsylTania — ^Examination  of 

Wm.  Jackson   3565,  3666 

3,5    The    Additional    Charter    presented    to    the    Trustees — ^De- 
posited with  the  Treasurer  and  ordered  printed 3556 

9, 12  Church  of  New  York  begins  arrangements  to  sell  the  Manor 
of  Fordham — ^Act  of  Assembly  confirmed  in  England — ^The 
Church  on  the  Manor  not  to  be  sold 3556,  3557 

12  Renewed  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  Kings  College  for  the 
moneys  raised  by  lottery  for  the  College— Review  of  the 
whole  case — The  Act  of  Incorporation;  the  Additional 
Charter;  the  gift  of  land;  the  request  for  the  Funds — 
Matter  postponed — ^Debated  for  a  year — Only  half  of  the 
money  finally  given  to  the  College;  the  other  half  to  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  for  a  Pest-house  and  Jail — (See 
Dec.  1,  1766) 3567,  3558 

21  Rev.  Anthony  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^His 
call  to  Kings  County  by  the  adherents  of  Arondeus — Pro- 
poses Articles  of  Peace  with  Van  Sinderin  and  his  Con- 
sistory— Unsuccessful — Installed  by  Ritzema 3558-3560 

27  Consistory  of  Kingston,  per  Rev.  Mancius,  to  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — New  Paltz  church  finally  separated  from 
Kingston — ^The  Coetus  wishes  to  be  a  Classis — ^Rev.  Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen's  trip  to  secure  signatures  for  a  Clas- 
sis and  an  Academy;  places  visited;  hoped  to  secure  en- 
dowments in  Holland — ^Rev.  Mancius  opposed  to  a  Classis 
but  not  to  an  Academy — Congregations  opposed  to  a 
Classis — ^Acts  of  the  Convention,  May  27,  1755,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  Classis — Protest  of  Rev.  Mancius,  who  gives  his 
version  of  the  matter,  and  his  position  therein — Convention 
voted  for  a  Classis — ^Tlie  President  requested  opponents  to 
leave — His  objections  to  a  Classis:  Fears  majority  of 
votes;  ordinations  here  would  cause  the  ministry  to  de- 
teriorate ;  separation  from  the  parent  church ;  partizanship 
— Requests  the  Classis  to  oppose  an  American  Classis — 

Rev.  Rubel  called  to  Rhinebeck 3561-3565 

July         7    Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  Curtenius  of  Jan.  21, 

1755— Called  to  Kings  County  by  the  genuine  Consistory — 
Makes  offers  of  peace  to  Van  Sinderin — Call  of  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen  to  Gravesend,  but  declined — Curtenius 
installed  by  Ritzema 3565 

21  Classis  receives  letters  from  many  parties,  answers  to  which 
were  presoited  and  approved,  as  follows:  From  Rev. 
Ritzema,  of  Dec.  1754;  from  Consistory  of  New  York,  of 
Oct.  17,  1754;  from  Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn,  of  Nov.  22,  1754; 
from  Consistory  of  Jamaica,  of  Nov.  21,  1754;  from  illegal 
Consistory  of  Jamaica,  of  Jan.  21,  1765;  from  Rev.  Cur- 
tenius, of  Nov.  5,  1754;  another,  from  same,  of  Feb.  20, 
1755;  from  Kings  Coimty,  of  Mar.  29,  1755;  and  certain 
letters  from  Surinam 3565,  3566 
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ily       21     Claasis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York — Acts 

of  Goetus  of  September,  1754,  in  reference  to  a  Classis, 
not  yet  received — Claasis  of  Amsterdam  opposed  to  an 
American  Classis — Surprise  that  the  Church  of  New  York 
has  withdrawn  fr<Mn  the  Coetus,  and  that  the  conditions 
of  De  Ronde's  call,  that  he  should  belong  to  the  Coetus, 
had  been  annulled — Impropriety  and  illegality  of  this 
action — Church  cannot  be  built  up  by  divisicms — ^Admoni- 
tion to  the  Consistory  to  reunite  with  the  Coetus 3566,  3567 

21  Claasis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Jc^in  Ritzema — ^Reference  to 
his  (supposed)  letter  of  December,  1754,  (which  was  a 
forgery,)  asking  permission  for  the  ordination  of  Van  der 
Swan— Refused 3567,  3568 

21  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  illegal  Consistory  of 
Jamaica  in  Queens  Coimty — (Ik>ngratuIations,  with  hopes 
for  peace 3569 

21  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  A.  Curtenius — ^Allusions  to 
his  letter  in  opposition  to  an  American  Classis — Acts  of 
Coetus  of  September,  1754,  not  yet  received — Cannot 
decide  about  the  propriety  of  preaching  in  English;  the 
preaching  of  Whitefield,  etc 3570 

21  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  illegal  O>nsistory  in  Kings 
County  appointed  by  Arondeus — Unwisdom  of  their 
action — ^Exhortation  to  peace 3571 

21  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn — Omgratula- 
tions  on  his  settlement  with  hopes  that  he  may  establish 
peace   3572 

21  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  (legal)  Consistory  at  Jamaica — 
Pleased  with  their  acceptance  of  Rev.  Romeyn — Hopes  for 

restoration  of  peace 3573 

July  29-rAug.  7     Synod    of    North    Holland — Nothing    relating    to    New 

York 3574 

Aug.  11  Complaint  of  the  Church  of  New  York  against  Rev.  Rit- 
zema as  to  his  conduct  in  reference  to  the  Charter  of 
Kings  College,  and  the  Professorship  of  Divinity  therein — 
(See  May  7,  1755) 3574-3576 

12     Reply  of  Ritzema  to  said  complaint 3576,  3577 

20  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam:  In  refer- 
ence to  the  disputes  in  Queens  0)unty  and  the  calling  of 

Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn 3578,  3579 

Sept.  1  Rev.  Arondeus  appears  and  asks  Classis  to  certify  to  certain 
certificates  from  Long  Island,  that  he  may  obtain  a  set- 
tlement in  Holland — Committee  to  report  thereon — Classis 
receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  Chirtenius,  of  June  2,  1755, 
called  to  Long  Island 3579 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  SIR  CHARLES  HARDY,  KNT. 

Sept.  3,  1755->June  3,  1757. 
Sept        3    The  documents  of  Arondeus — (See  Oct.  6) 3580-3582 
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Sept.       3    Revs.   Curtenius,  Ritzema,  etc,    (afterward   known  as  the 

Conferenties  Parly,)  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam — Freling* 
huyaen's  efforts  to  found  an  Academy — Opposition  of 
certain  congregations — Frelinghuysen's  schemes  should  be 
arrested — ^Accused  of  bad  faith — Principal  churches  con- 
sider that  a  Classis  here  would  be  injurious — ^Arbitrary 
censures  inflicted  already — ^The  proposed  College  in  op- 
position to  the  College  chartered  by  the  Governor  with  a 
Dutch  Divinity  Professorship  therein — ^Trustees  of  said  Col- 
lege represent  all  denominations — Frelinghuysen's  scheme 
will  divide  families — He  hopes  for  endowments  from  Hol- 
land; but  Americans  have  means  of  their  own 3582-3685 

11  Amendment  to  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693 3585 

12  Address  of  Church  of  New  York  to  Gov.  Hardy  and  his 

Reply 3586,  3587 

12  Rev.  Anthony  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^The 
opposition  of  his  call  to  Kings  County — Who  may  be  the 
"moderators"  of  calls? — Is  Curtenius  an  intruder? — 
Was  the  Consistory  which  called  Curtenius  a  legal  Con- 
sistory?     3587,  3588 

25     Church  of  New  York — Conditions  of  sale  of  the  Manor  of 

Fordham    3588,  3589 

30  The  Opponents  of  the  American  Classis  and  Academy  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam — Acts  of  Coetus  of  September,  1754, 
proposing  a  Classis,  now  sent  over  by  the  opponents — ^Trip 
of  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  to  get  signatures  for  an 
American  Classis  and  Academy — Churches  innocently  sub- 
scribed thereto — Coetus  broken  up — Convention  called 
by  Frelinghuysen  for  May  27,  1755— By  stratagem  ob- 
tained the  documents  of  the  Coetus — Set  up  a  new  Coetus 
of  themselves  alone — Frelinghuysen  ccmimissioned  to  apply 
to  the  Synod  for  an  American  Classis — ^Request  corre- 
spondence as  a  separate  body  from  Coetus — Endorse  letter 

of  Curtenius  and  Ritzema  of  Sept.  3rd,  1755 3589,  3590 

Oct.         6    Report  of  the  Committee  of  Classis  on  request  of  Arondeus 

made  Sept.  3rd — His  application  for  endorsement  of  his 
credentials  refused,  and  reasons  inscribed  on  his  docu- 
ments— Final  action  of  Classis  thereon 3590-3595 

Oct.  ?    Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^Matters  pertaining  to  Van  Sinderin 

approved — ^Acts  of  Synod  to  be  sent 3595,  3596 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderin — Surprise 
expressed  that  he  has  not  sent  the  action  of  Coetus  about 
the  calling  of  Curtenius  to  Kings  County — Curtenius  a 

man  of  peace 3596,  3597 

7-14  Acts  of  the  Regular  Coetus  of  New  York — ^Members  present-^ 
Ritzema  urged  to  attend,  or  at  least  to  send  Book  of 
Minutes  and  his  report  as  treasurer — ^The  Long  Island 
and  Curtenius  case — ^Report  on  the  Hackensack  case — 
Curtenius  to   be   cited   before  the   Coetus — ^The   case  of 
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ct.  7-14  Smithfidd  and  Minisink,  with  Rev.  Fryeamoei— The  Fiah- 
kill  caae — ^Ritzema  refuses  to  attend  the  Coetus,  or  to  give 
np  the  Minute  Book,  papers  and  Classical  letter — 
Origin  of  the  Canferentie — Consistory  of  Albany  refuses  to 
join  Coetus,  or  allow  Frelinghuysen  to  go  as  delegate  to 
Holland — ^A  letter  to  be  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  explaining  the  circumstances  which  led  to 
an  American  Classis — Credentials  to  be  prepared  for  Fre- 
linghuysen on  his  visit  to  Holland — An  account  of  the 
affairs  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenberg — ^A  letter  to  be 
sent  to  the  c^isured  members,  and  to  Rev.  Van  der  Linde 
as  to  his  assistance  to  those  under  censure — ^Ritzema  cited 
to  answer  to  the  charge  of  installing  Curtenius — ^A  letter 
to  be  sent  to  the  Classis  of  the  Hackensack  troubles — 
Curtenius's  answer  to  the  Citation  of  the  Coetus,  returned 
to  him,  because  of  the  character  of  the  Address — 
Curtenius  suspended — Consistory  of  New  York  asked  to 
compel  Ritzema  to  deliver  up  Books,  documents,  letters 
and  funds — Complaint  against  De  Ronde  for  preaching  to 
the  disaffected  in  Queens  County — Ritzema  declines  to  give 
any  further  answer — Consistory  of  New  York  answered 
that  the  business  did  not  belong  to  them — Classical 
letter  at  length  secured — ^The  Fishkill  case — The  Ecclesi- 
astical Testimonial  for  Frelinghuysen's  visit  to  Holland 
read  and  approved — ^The  German  Reformed  Coetus  to  be 
asked  to  join  with  the  Dutch  Coetus,  to  establish  a  Semi- 
nary— Rev.  Ritzema  asked  whether  he  had  yet  sent  Coetus 
Minutes  of  September,  1764,  to  Classis — ^Answer  evasive — 
The  Fishkill  case — ^Adrianus  Van  der  Swan's  request 
refused — Ritzema's  conduct  to  be  reported  to  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — ^Albany's  refusal  to  the  mission  of  Freling- 
huysen— Classis    to    be    asked    to    correspond    with    the 

Coetus  proper 3597-3604 

1 1     Form  of  Suspension  of  Curtenius  by  the  Coetus 3604 

13  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Defends 

himself  against  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen's  letters — 
He  could  not  gain  me  over  to  his  plans — The  reception  of 
his  plans,  for  a  Classis  and  an  Aciulcmy,  in  the  New  York 
Consistory — That  Consistory  had  already  asked  for  a 
Divinity  Professorship  in  Kings  College — Ritzema  explains 
his  actions  in  Kings  County  in  reference  to  Arondeus,  and  in 
Queens  County  in  the  Romeyn  difficulties ;  and  at  Jamaica — 
Complaints  of  the  Acts  of  Coetus,  although  done  by  a 
majority  vote — ^Declaration  of  his  honesty — ^The  differences 
with  Frelinghuysen  relate  to  matters  of  Church  Order — 
Peculiar  conditions  of  Dutch  churches  under  English  civil 
government,  and  dangers  to  the  Dutch  Church 3605-3607 

14  The  Coetus  (or  American  Classis)  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 

dam— ^Account    of    affairs — Governments    first    by    Con- 
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Oct.        14        sistories — ^Then  by  a  Coetus — Now  a  Classis  necessary — 

Opposition  thereto— Rev.  Haeghoort  first  proposed,  in 
1753,  some  improvement  in  the  Coetus — In  1754  a  large 
majority  of  the  churches  were  in  favor  of  a  Classis — 
Ritzema  at  first  opposed,  but  finally  voted  for  a  Classis — 
Only  one  negative  vote — Hence  the  Circular  Letter  to  the 
churches — Replies  to  be  returned  by  April,  1766,  which 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  Classis  and  Synod — But  Consistory 
of  New  York  sent  a  letter  to  the  Classis  objecting  to  either 
a  Coetus  or  Classis  in  this  country — ^Ritzema  also  sent  a 
P.  S.  to  the  Circular  Letter,  stating  the  opposition  of  the 
New  York  Church — Specimen — ^This  led  Rev.  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen  to  visit  all  the  churches,  and  secure  sub- 
scriptions for  both  a  Classis  and  an  Academy — ^Nearly  all 
assented — This  thwarted  the  plan  of  Ritzema,  but  Haag- 
hoort  now  joined  him — ^Assertion  that  Frelinghuysen  had 
broken  up  the  Coetus — Many  irregularities  followed,  at 
Hackensack;  in  Kings  County,  etc. — Convention  of  May, 
1755,  to  decide  whether  to  lay  the  matter  of  a  Classis  and 
Academy  before  the  Synod — Haeghoort  and  the  new 
Trustees,  at  Hackensack,  protest  against  the  Convention — 
Coetus  not  broken  up,  but  confirmed  by  becoming  a 
Classis — Character  of  Haeghoort — ^The  Convention  of  May, 
1755,  called  an  extra  session  of  the  Coetus — ^Its  legality 
questioned — ^Vacillation  of  Ritzema — Refusal  to  produce 
the  Books  of  Coetus — ^His  refusal  to  explain  his  conduct — 
Personally,  sought  a  Theological  Professorship  in  Kings 
College — Censured  by  his  Consistory — ^The  best  of  his  Con- 
sistory disagree  with  him  in  his  opposition — ^To  prevent 
the  Dutch  Church  from  going  entirely  over  to  the  English 

Church,  a  Classis  is  needed 3608-3610 

22  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Regrets  that  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  present,  per- 
sonally, to  Classis  the  petition  of  Convention  for  an 
American  Classis  and  Academy — Sends  over  Minutes  of 
Convention  May  27-29,  and  of  extra  Coetus,  May  30,  1755 ; 
Minutes  of  regular  Coetus,  Oct.  7-14,  1755,  to  be  sent 
soon — A  crisis  on  the  church — Church  of  Albany  refuses 
him  leave  of  absence — Great  importance  of  present  efl'orts, 
for  the  salvation  of  the  Church — ^Accompanying  letter  of 
Coetus,  earnestly  asking  permission  to  ordain  Mauritz 
Goetschius  and  Henricus  Frelinghuysen 3610,  3611 

Nov.        3    Meeting  at  Paramus — See  Nov.  25 3611 

3  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  the  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel,  on  the  founding  of  Kings  Collie — Ground 
given  by  the  Church — Church  deserved  some  privileges 
therefor — ^No  conditions — Effort  to  exclude  all  religion — 
Interposition  of  Trinity  Church — ^Trustees  of  all  denomi- 
nations— Continued  opposition — ^Delay  of  paying  over  the 
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money  raised  by  lottery — ^The  oommon  people  prejudiced 
against  Episcopacy — Prosperity  of  Princeton  College  by 
help  from  Scotland — ^Hope  for  help  from  England  for  Kings 
College—Three  Dissenting  Colleges,  Harvard,  Yale  and 
Princeton — Profession    of    Brotherhood    with    all — ^Notes. 

3611,  3612 

Pall  Religion,  and  the  two  Colleges — ^Remarks  by  Rev.  David 
Marinus  on  the  Contentions  in  New  York — Youth  will  be 
influenced  by  the  religion  of  their  College — ^The  Dutch  also 
hope  to  have  a  College  of  their  own 3613 

Nov.  9, 10     Church  of  New  York— Chorister  and  schoolmaster — Manor 

of  Fordham 3614 

12  Churches  of  Kings  County,  N.  Y.,  per  Curtenius,  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam — Other  letters  sent  of  nearly  same 
import,  on  June  8,  Sept.  12,  Oct.  30,  1755 — ^His  Provi- 
dential call  to  Long  Island — Opposition  of  Van  Sinderin — 
Accusation  before  Coetus — Sentence  against  him — Charges 
Frelinghuysen  with  desire  to  supplant  him  on  Long  Is- 
land— ^Dangers  of  a  Classis — His  offers  to  co-operate  with 
Van  Sinderin — Schisms  on  Long  Island  previously — Cur- 
tenius is  not  an  intruder — ^The  Coetus  not  a  constitutional 
body — It  is  now  Frelinghuysen's  Assembly — An  irregular 
body  had  disciplined  him 3614-3620 

15  Churches   of  Marbletown,   Rochester    [Ulster   County]    and 

Wawarsing  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Henry  Frelinghuysen 
been  preaching  to  them  for  a  year,  but  not  ordained — 
Request  for  his  ordination  in  America — ^Talents  good — 
Loss  of  Jacobus  Frelinghuysen  at  sea — Formerly  firm  for 
ordinations  in  Holland — Need  of  a  Classis 3620,  3621 

16  Church  of  New  York — ^Terms  for  schooling 3621 

17  Address  of  Wm.  Livingston  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knt.,  the 

new  Governor 3621,  3622 

19  Rev.  Benjamin  Van  der  Linde,  of  Paramus,  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam — ^Alleged  misconduct  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Goet- 
schius — Received  illegally  a  member  from  Paramua — 
Preaches  indiscriminately  through  Paramus  congrega- 
tion— Organized  a  new  Consistory,  making  confusion — 
An  intruder — Cannot  complain  to  the  Coetus,  for  it  is 
broken  up— Effort  to  form  a  Classis — ^Desires  power  of 
ordination — Classis  of  Amsterdam  powerless  under  English 
Government — Goetschius'  intrusion  submitted  to  neighbor- 
ing ministers  and  Consistories — ^Decision  submitted  to  Con- 
sistory of  New  York — Goetschius  very  obnoxious — Request 
approval  of  their  censure  of  him 3622,  3623 

24  Church  of  New  York — Conditions  under  which  they  will  con- 

sider the  Paramus  case 3624 

25  Consistories  of  Hackensack,  Schralenberg  and  Second  River 

(Belleville)    to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,   per  Rev.   G. 
Haeghoort — Does  the  Coetus  any  longer  legally  exist? — 
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Nov.  25  Uas  turned  itself  into  a  Claasis — Its  members  have  sepa- 
rated themselves  from  us,  without  waiting  for  replies  of 
the  churches — ^Verbryck  and  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany,  the 
leaders;  called  a  Convention  for  May  27,  1756^Freling- 
huysen  appointed  to  go  to  Holland,  to  request  permission 
for  a  Classis  and  Academy — The  old  Coetus  had  been  acting 
regularly  to  this  end ;  Frelinghuysen  broke  up  the  old  body 
by  his  irregular  proceedings — ^Regular  meeting  of  old 
Coetus  in  October — ^Action  for  a  Classis  then  to  have  been 
taken — Frelinghuysen  illegally  anticipated  this  action  by 
his  irregular  proceedings — Questionable  whether  a  Coetus 
now  exists — Consent  or  non-consent  for  a  Classis  might 
have  been  regularly  obtained — Now  no  legal  answer  possi- 
ble— Ordinations  performed,  illegal — ^Meetings  of  a  Coetu>s 
now,  a  new  Coetus — Yet  those  meetings  sit  in  judgment 
and  exercise  authority  and  discipline — ^The  New  York 
Church  has  protested  against  the  Classis  formed — Said 
Church  has  obtained  a  Divinity  Professorship  in  Kings 
College — Sure  to  fail — But  Frelinghuysen  went  madly  on — 
Protests  in  vain — Discipline  exercised — ^Rev.  Van  der 
Linde  turned  to  neighboring  pastors  and  consistories  for 
advice  when  in  trouble,  because  no  legal  Coetus — ^Hence 
a  meeting  at  Paramus,  Nov.  3rd,  to  consider  intrusions  of 
Goetschius  in  the  Paramus  congregation,  forming  new  Con- 
sistories, etc. — Goetschius  suspended,  and  his  consistories 
deposed — Detailed  reasons  given. 

Classis  had  directed  the  ministers  to  keep  an  eye  on 
Goetschius — Hence  this  report — His  neighbors  know  him 
best — Opposition  to  his  call  to  Hackensack — Conditions  of 
that  call  about  salaries — DifBculties  resulting. 

Trustees  appointed  in  opposition  to  him — Haeghoort, 
their  adviser — Goetschius  declared  discharged — Resolution 
to  choose  a  new  consistory — Use  of  church-building  refused, 
but  forcibly  entered — New  Consistory  chosen — Complaints 
made  to  the  so-called  Coetus — Committee  visits  Hacken- 
sack— Suspends  Haeghoort  for  his  part  in  the  transac- 
tions— Refuses  to  recognize  their  authority — ^He  installs  the 
recently  chosen  consistory — Acts  of  Committee  declared 
illegal — Coetus  ratifies  Acts  of  the  Committee — Henco 
Haeghoort  gives  his  own  accoimt  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Illegality  of  the  Convention  and  Coetus  of  May,  1765 — 
Goetschius  charged  with  split  in  the  Church  of  Hacken- 
sack, and  other  ills  in  the  Church  in  general — He  and  his 
consistory  deserve  deposition — ^The  New  Y'ork  Church  asked 
to  arbitrate,  on  Nov.  24,  25,  on  these  matters — ^Hopes  for 
favorable  action  of  Classis 3624-3633 

Nov.         ?     Petition  of  the  Consistories  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenberg 

to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Improper  action  of  Haeg- 
hoort;  sustained  by  Curtenius  and  Van  der  Linde;   had 
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organized  new  Gonsiatories  of  their  members;  Haeghoort 
suspended  by  Coetus;  had  attacked  our  minister,  Goet- 
schius;  Classis  requested  to  leave  the  case  to  Coetus;  then 
churches  belong  to  Coetus;  reasons  why  they  prefer  the 
case  to  be  tried  by  Coetus;  thoroughly  approve  of  Goet* 
schius'  doctrine  and  life;  believe  in  treating  ministers 
fairly;  wrong  of  organizing  new  Consistories  in  a  church; 
complain  of  Van  der  Linde;  he  had  cited  Gk)etschius  and 
one  of  his  Consistories  to  trial  for  organizing  a  new  church 
thirteen  miles  from  Vander  Linde's  church;  Haeghoort's 
irregularities ;  request  Classis  to  compel  him  to  submit  to 
Coetus 3633-3635 

i.  9  Classis  receives  letters  from  abroad — Extracts  read  from 
letters  of  Coetus  of  New  York  of  September,  1754,  and  a 
letter  of  Sept.  30,  1756 — ^Answer  approved — ^Report  on  state 
of  the  Church  in  New  Netherland — Extracts  read  frcmi 
letter  of  Curtenius  and  Ritzema,  of  Sept.  3, 1755,  against  an 
Academy  in  New  York;  and  from  Consistory  of  Kingston, 
of  July  27,  1756 — ^Answer  to  Kingston,  approved — ^Letter 
from  Ritzema,  of  Aug.  20,  1755;  with  an  account  of  a 
meeting  at  Pa  ramus,  Nov.   2,   1755,  were  read — ^Answers 

approved 3636,  3636 

9  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York — ^Addressed 
to  all,  without  reference  to  parties — ^Acts  of  Coetus  of  Sep- 
tember, 1754,  with  letter,  a  year  late — Also  a  letter  of  five 
ministers  dated  a  year  after  said  Coetus — ^Turning  Coetus 
into  a  Classis — E^orts  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  for  a 
Classis  and  a  University — Astonishment  of  Classis — ^Docu- 
ments obscure — Opposition  of  the  Church  of  New  York  to 
a  Classis,  etc. — Frelinghuysen's  plans  grand,  but  im- 
practicable, a  castle  in  the  air — The  New  York  arguments 
against  a  Classis — The  English  government  imder  which 
they  live  would  be  opposed  to  their  Church  independence — 
No  facilities  there  for  a  proper  education  for  ministers — 
A  Classis  would  not  heal  the  divisions — ^The  Coetus  argu- 
ments for  a  Classis:  The  Coetus,  a  non-descript  body; 
Classis  denies  this — The  Coetus  powerless  to  give  final 
decisions ;  but  independence  from  Mother  Church  would  be 
unsafe;  Coetus  not  competent  to  examine  and  ordain; 
distance  is  not  an  argument;  East  Indian  churches  sub- 
mit— ^Appeal  of  opponents  of  Coetus  to  the  Synod — Classis 

will  only  support  a  united  Coetus 3636-3641 

29  Church  of  New  York  to  Dreves,  etc.,  in  Holland — ^Arrival  of 
Schoolmaster  Welp — Expect  success  in  his  school,  etc. — 
Expenses  of  his  emigration  met 3641,  3642 

756. 

L       13     Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^The  New  York  disputes — Separations 
from  the  Coetus — ^Desires  for  a  Classis  and  an  Academy — 
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Censures  inflicted  by  the  so-called  Coetua,  and  by  otiiere — 
Answers  approved 3642,  3643 

13  Claseis  of  AmBtcrdam  to  Rev.  G.  W.  Mancius  and  CkHuietory 
of  Kingston — Their  letter  of  June  27,  1755,  received — 
Pleaaed  with  Uie  separation  of  New  Paltz  from  Kingstoo — 
Clasoia  disapproves  of  Frelingfaujeen's  schemea  of  an 
American  Classis  and  Academy— Allusion  to  Rubel's  call 
to  Rhinebeck  3643,  3644 

13  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Riteema  and  the  Conaiatory 
of  New  York — Had  received  documents  from  Consistory 
and  from  Ritzema  of  Aug.  20.  1755 :  and  Acts  of  meeting 
at  Paramus  of  Nov.  3rd. — Grief  of  Classis  over  the  dis- 
sensioQS — The  parties  chided — Exhortations  t4>  peace — Con- 
tinued difficulties  on  Long  Island — The  documait  of  the 
meeting  at  Paramus  not  well  understood — Classis  declares 
all  censures  and  suapensiMia,  pro  and  cod,  to  be  null  and 
void — Nothing  can  be  done  until  the  Coetus  is  re-established 
on  its  former  footing — Will  not  answer  the  document  from 
Paramus   3044-3647 

19  Amendments  to  the  Ministry  Acts  of  May  20,  1703,  and  July 

5,  1705:  To  compel  delinquent  constables  to  enforce  the 
Ministry  Act  of   1693 3647,  3648 

20  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 

The  Reformed  Church  Srst  brought  the  Gospel  to  America — 
Preabyterians  hold  their  ecceleeiastical  meetings  and  have 
founded  a  College  for  training  ministers — Episcopalians 
have  founded  a  College;  but  the  Reformed  Church  remains 
destitute  of  such  meetings  and  institutions — Churches  lack 
pastors — Most  of  the  Dutch  Congregations  now  deman'l  a 
Classis  and  a  Seminary — But  there  are  mocking  enemies — 
New  York  Consistory  tried  to  join  with  the  Episcopal ianH, 
but     failed — Great     confusion — They      also     defend     the 

rebellious  elsewhere— Asks  help  of  Classis 3048,  3649 

I      8     Religion  among  the  Mohawks 3660 

19     Church  of  New  York— Manor  of  Fordham 3^0 

1  Church  of  New  York — Salary  of  Visitor  of  the  Sick — Manor 
of  Fordham- — Refuse  to  correspond  with  Rev.  Theodore 
PVelinghuysen  in  reference  to  a  Classis  and  Academy 36S1 

5  William  Jackson  requests  examination  of  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam— Letters  received  by  Classis  from  Curtenius,  of  Jan. 

21,  1755;  from  his  Elders  at  Flatbuah,  of  Nov.  12,  1755; 
from  Ritzema,  of  Oct,  13,  1755 ;  from  Thos.  Romeyu,  of 
Aug.  12,  1764;  from  Leydt  and  Fryenmoetb,  as  officers  of 
the  Coetus,  of  Oct.  14,  1T56,  with  Minutes  of  Coetus 
of  May  27-30.  1765 ;  from  churches  of  Marbletown, 
ete.,   of    Nov.    15,    1755;    also    from   the    Coetus   of    Oct. 

22,  1756;  and  a  petition  from  Elders  and  Demeoaa  of 
Hackenaack,  without  date — All   referred   to  the  Deputati 

ad  res  exterae — Letter  to  the  Coetus,  approved 3062 
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ril  ?  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Report  of  meeting  of  Paramus,  Nov. 
3rd,  1755,  (see  Nov.  25,)  referring  to  the  suspenflions  of 
Goetschius  and  of  Haeghoort,  by  the  opposing  parties,  and 
the  irregular  Ck)etu8  of  May,  1755 — Classis  declares  all 
these  Acts  null  and  void — Complaints  of  Van  der  Linde 
against  Goetschius — Circumstances  connected  with  the 
settlement  of  Goetschius  at  Hackensack. 

Letter  from  so-called  Coetus,  signed  by  Leydt  and 
Freyenmoet,  of  Oct.  14,  1755;  and  extract  from  Coetus 
of  May  27-30,  1755 — Account  of  the  turning  of  the  Coetus 
into  a  Classis,  and  of  Ritzema's  improper  conduct  therein — 
Hence  Frelinghuysen's  effort  to  counteract  Ritzema's 
duplicity — Calling  of  the  Convention  of  May,  1755 — Re- 
quest to  Ritzema  to  call  a  regular  Coetus — ^His  refusal, 
with  statement  of  his  effort  to  secure  a  Divinity  Professor- 
ship in  Kings  College  for  the  Dutch. 

Commission  of  Frelinghuysen  to  go  to  Holland  about 
securing  an  American  Classis  and  Academy,  and  ask  for 
funds — Extraordinary  Coetus — Committee  sent  to  Hacken- 
sack— Requests  for  ordinAtions — Illegality  of  Curtenius's 
call  to  Kings  County. 

Church  of  Marbletown,  etc.,  call  Henricus  Frelinghuysen 
on  condition  that  Coetus  ordain  him — Same  request  for 
Mauritius  Goetschius  from  Stone  Arabia — Letter  from 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  that  his  church  of  Albany  will  not 
let  him  go  on  his  mission  to  Holland — Classis  requested 
to  order  them  to  let  him  go. 

Petition  from  Elders  and  Deacons  of  Hackensack.  against 
Haeghoort,  etc.,  for  suspending  Goetschius,  and  organizing 
new  Consistories — Coetus  thereupon  suspended  Ha^hoort 
and  these  new  Consistories — Haeghoort,  etc.,  have  also 
attacked  Goetschius — ^Asks  Classis  to  allow  Coetus  to 
settle  these  matters — Importance  of  sustaining  Coetus — 
Reference  to  the  meeting  at  Paramus  on  Nov.  3,  1755,  and 
the  acts  there  passed — Classis  requested  to  require  Haeg- 
hoort to  appear  before  Coetus 3652-365C 

5  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Erickson,  Goetschius  and 
Frelinghuysen,  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus — Grief  of 
Classis  over  the  dissensions  among  the  ministers — Vain 
idea  of  turning  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis — Improvement 
of  the  Coetus  needed — Delusive  idea  of  a  University  in  New 
York,  founded  on  funds  from  Holland — Correspondence 
abundant,  but  confusing — A  Classis  would  involve  sepa- 
ration from  tlie  Mother  Church — Might  also  lose  their 
civil  liberties — The  Church  of  New  York  opposed  to  them — 
Such  a  meeting  as  a  Coetus  exists  in  other  colonies — ^A 
University,  ridiculous!  Classis  of  Amsterdam  refuses  con- 
sent to  a  Classis  in  America  or  a  University;  refuses  to 
permit  ordinations — All  the  Acts,  since  division,  on  each 
side,  null  and  void — Exhortations  to  peace  and  love . . .  3Q5(i-Sft^<i 
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June      14    William  Jackson :    Sickness  prevents  his  examination 3660 

22  Ckmsistory  of  Kings  County  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
The  differences  between  Revs.  Gurtenius  and  Van  Sinderin, 

as  to  the  legality  of  the  former's  call 3661,  3662 

22  Rev.  Ulpianus  Vyn  Sinderin  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 
Ritzema  to  blame  for  the  long  delay  in  sending  Minutes 
of  Coetus  of  1764 — His  design,  to  break  down  the  Coetus — 
Call  of  Curtenius  to  Long  Island  connected  therewith — 
Review  of  Long  Island  matters,  in  connection  with  this 
call,  to  enlighten  Classis — ^Extract  from  letter  of  Van 
Sinderin's  father 3662-3665 

July       10    Consistory   of   New  York   to  the   Classis  of   Amsterdam — 

Astonishment  at  Classical  letter  of  Jan.  13,  1756,  repri- 
manding them — Had  given  no  decision  on  the  Haeghoort 
business  (of  Nov.  25,  1765) — Classis  had  misunderstood 
the  matter — Church  of  New  York  not  responsible  for 
difficulties  elsewhere — Church  of  New  York  at  peace — 
Ritzema's  private  letter  to  Classis  should  be  answered 
privately — Consistory   has   never   before   received   such  a 

letter  from  Classis 3665-3667 

19  Signing  and  reading  the  '^  Formulae  of  Concord  "  carefully 
attended  to  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — Other  bodies 
responsible  for  themselves — Letter  received  from  Freling- 
huysen  of  Albany,  Feb.  20,  1756 3667,  3668 

July  27-Aug.  5     Synod   of   North   Holland — Papers   received  from   New 

York:  1.  Three  letters  from  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of 
Albany,  relating  to  a  Classis  and  an  Academy  in  New 
York;  2.  Protests  from  Haeghoort,  with  other  documents, 
against  the  plans  of  Frelinghuysen — Frelinghuysen  had 
been  appointed  to  visit  Holland  in  behnlf  of  this  project, 
but  has  not  yet  come — Synod  refuses  to  allow  a  Classis  in 
America,  sought  outside  of  permission  of  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — ^The  project  of  an  Academy  is  impracticable — 
The  American  churches  urged  to  correspond  with  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam;  to  restore  the  broken  Coetus — Acts 
of  either  faction  to  be  considered  null  and  void — ^Rebuked 
for  their  dissensions    3668-3671 

Sept.        6     Rev.  Eliah  Le  Fevre  called  to  Surinam — Answer  to  letter  of 

Frelinghuysen,  approved — Paramaribo,  Dutch  Guiana,  and 

Curacoa 3671 

6  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Frelinghuysen's  letter  of  Feb  20th, 
complains  of  lack  of  zeal  of  the  Dutch  ministers — ^The 
Presbyterians  have  their  ecclesiastical  bodies  and  a  Col- 
lege; the  Episcopalians  are  progressing,  and  have  a  Col- 
lege; the  Reformed  Dutch  has  no  Classis  nor  Synod  nor 
Seminary,  and  a  lack  of  ministers — ^Hence  most  of  the 
churches  have  resolved  to  have  a  Classis  and  a  Seminary — 
Opponents  exist  to  these  schemes  and  attempt  to  rule — 
Requests   the   help  of  Classis 3672,  3673 
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»t,  8  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuyscn — 
Letter  of  Feb.  20th,  received,  with  Acts  of  Coetus  of  Oct. 
7th,  1755-— Classis  has  already  expressed  her  opinion  on  an 
American  Classis  and  University — ^Had  answered  on  Dec. 
9,  1755,  the  letter  of  Coetus  of  Sept.  17,  1754,  and  the 
Synod  agrees  with  Classis  in  opposing  your  schemes — 
Advises  reunion  of  all  the  brethren 3673,  3674 

7  The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — 

Letter  of  Classis  of  Dec.  9,  1755,  received — Glad  the 
Classis  now  understands  the  true  aim  of  Coetus — ^The  idea 
of  a  Seminary  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  a  Classis — 
The  letter  of  Sept.  30,  1755,  of  five  opponents,  (written 
without  the  knowledge  of  Coetus,)  gave  the  Classis  in- 
formation— ^Astronomical  comparisons — ^Misinformation  of 
the  five — No  new  Coetus — Conduct  of  Ritzema  at  Flatbush 
and  of  Ha^hoort  at  Hackensack — Irregular  installation 
of  Schuyler  at  Hackensack — ^Their  ill^al  position  if  the 
Coetus  still  exist — Obscurity  in  the  Minutes  of  Coetus 
caused  by  Ritzema's  conduct — Desire  of  Ritzema  and 
Haeghoort  to  break  up  the  Coetus — Grief  of  the  righteous 
thereat — Reasons  of  the  New  York  Consistory  against  a 
Coetus  to  be  answered  later — Letter  of  Ritzema  and  Cur- 
tenius  (of  Sept.  3,  1755)  not  authorized  by  Coetus — 
Sorry  that  Classis  may  oppose,  in  Synod,  the  action  of 
Coetus  for  a  (classis  and  an  Academy — Majority  here  in 
favor  of  them — Will  show  the  strong  Spiritual  basis  of 
their  plans — Only  thus  can  we  be  delivered  from  Prelacy 
or  Independency   3674-3677 

8  Church  of  New  York — ^Manor  of  Fordham 3677 

19  Death  of  Antonius  Curtenius — Fragment  of  an  obituary.3677,  3678 
V.         9     Opponents    of   an   American   Classis    and   Academy    to   the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam — Coetus  has  answered  a  letter  to 
them  (the  Opponents)  without  consulting  them — Declare 
themselves  unpartizan — Coetus  condemns  all  who  oppose — 
Conduct  of  Coetus  toward  Curtenius,  just  deceased — ^Their 
censure  of  Schuyler,  who  succeeded  Curtenius  at  Hacken- 
sack— Bad  effect  on  the  ignorant  of  such  things — ^Their  cen- 
sure on  Haeghoort  and  its  effect — Fryenmoet  and  the 
Church  of  Raritan  interfered  with  by  the  Coetus — ^The  name 
of  Coetus  made  hateful — Divisions  in  congregations — 
Letter  of  Classis  to  the  opponents  of  Coetas  surrep- 
titiously obtained  and  circulated,  with  explanations  that 
opponents  were  censured — Coetus  charged  with  many 
irregularities — Students  allowed  to  preach — May  lay  their 
complaints  before  the  Synod   3678-3680 

20  Consistory  of  Saugerties  to  the  Synod  of  North  and  South 

Holland — Request  that  Adrian  Van  der  Swan,  Visitor  of 
the  Sick,  be  ordained  for  them,  in  this  country — (A  For- 
gery;   see  Dec.   6,    1756) 3681 
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Nov.      27     An  Act  to  repeal  parts  of  several  acts  relating  to  raUing 

funds  for  a  College 3<W8 

Dec.  1  An  act  for  appropriating  the  moneys  raised for  found- 
ing a  College  in  this  Colony — Only  one-half  devoted  to  the 
College;  the  other  half  towards  building  a  Jail  and  Pest- 
House — Income  from  Duty  on  Excise — (See  Nov.  6,  1754; 

June  12,  1755) 3682-3684 

6  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland — ^Request 
that  Adrian  Van  der  Swan  may  be  ordained  in  America — 
(Letter    a    forgery:    see    Nov.    20,    1756,    and    Oct.    8, 

1759)    * : 3684,  3685 

1757. 

Smith's  Description  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York 3685 

Jan.  11  Wm.  Jackson  examined  for  licensure  by  CLassis  of  Amster- 
dam— Rev.  Le  Febre  installed  over  Church  of  Surinam — 
Letters  from  John  Lott  of  Flatbush,  of  June  22,  1756; 
from  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  July  10,  1756;  from  the 
Coetus  of  New  York,   (per  Erickson  and  Leydt,)   of  May 

30,  1755 — ^Answers  approved 3686 

11  Acts  of  the  Deputies — Letter  from  John  Caspar  Lupp  of 
April  1,  1756 — His  former  life  and  labors — Emigration  to 
America,  and  settlements;  had  been  installed  by  Freling- 
huysen,  at  Amwell — Requests  aid  to  be  sent  through 
Ritzema. 

Letter  from  Coetus  of  New  York  (per  Revs.  Verbryck 
and  Vrooman)  of  Oct.  7,  1755 — Request  permission  to 
ordain  Mauritius  Goetschius  and  Henry  Frelinghuysen — 

Reasons 3687,  3688 

11     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  J.  C.  Lupp — Commends  him, 

but  cannot  help  him  with  money 3688 

11     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  John  Lott  and  other  Brethren  in 

Kings  County — Acknowledged  as  the  legal  Consistory,  with 

Curtenius  as  their  pastor — Exhortations  to  peace. . .  .3688,  368f 

11     Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Erickson  and  Leydt   (of  the 

so-called   Coetus) — Refuses    permission   for   ordination  of 

Mauritius  Goetschius  and  Henry  Frelinghuysen 368f 

29  Petition  of  the  Old  and  Legal  Consistory  at  Hackensack, 
against  certain  Seceders  from  their  church — Schisms  after 
the  departure  of  Curtenius,  under  the  leadership  of  Haeg- 
hoort — Irregular  Consistories  appointed — Action  of  the 
legal  Consistorj-  thereon,  on  May  21,  1755 — Efforts  to 
secure  a  conference  declined — Protest  against  Haeghoort's 
designs — The  church  forcibly  entered — Matters  reported 
to  the  Convention  of  May  29,  1755 — Special  Coetus  cites 
them  to  answer  without  avail — Committee  of  Coetus  visits 
the  field  and  disciplined  Haeghoort  and  the  schismatics — 
Nevertheless,  the  irregularly  appointed  Consistories  in- 
stalled— Matters  referred  to  Coetus  of  October,  1755 — 
Discipline    ratified — ^Meeting     of     these    schismatics     at 
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ParamuSj  Nov.  3,  1755,  and  discipline  of  Goetschius  and 
regular  ConsistorieB — ^Nullification  of  this  by  Classis, 
January  1756 — ^Further  acts  of  violence,  and  unlawful  in- 
stallation of  Schuyler  in  July,  1756 — Schuyler  suspended 
by  the  Goetus,  October,  1756 — But  Glassis  has  since  nullified 
all  the  Acts  on  each  side — ^Astonishment  that  the  guilty 
are  put  on  par  with  the  innocent,  and  must  meet  in  a  com- 
mon Assembly — ^View  of  the  Glassis  visionary — Appecd  to 
Glassis  to  stand  by  the  Goetus 3689-3693 

b.  1  Rev.  John  H.  Goetschius  to  the  Glassis  of  Amsterdam — 
Losses  experienced  by  him,  through  the  Glassical  removal 
of  him  from  Long  Island — His  great  need  of  books  for  his 
large  family  and  church  members — Requests  Glassis  to  send 
him  a  box  of  books 3693 

>ril  4  William  Jackson  requests  examination  for  ordination — 
Granted — Letter  to  Revs.  De  Ronde  and  Ritzema,  ap- 
proved— Extracts  read,  from  letters  of  Van  Sinderin,  of 
June  22,  1756;  from  the  so-called  Goetus  of  New  York,  of 
Oct.  7,  1756 — ^The  Deputati  to  answer  these  at  their  dis- 
cretion     3694 

4  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York;  to 
Revs.  De  Ronde  and  Ritzema — Glassis  will  not  answer  in 
the  spirit  of  their  New  York  letter — No  undue  importance 
given  to  the  Paramus  Assembly  of  Nov.  3,  1755 — Greater 
prudence  expected  from  the  New  York  Gonsistory,  which 
offered  to  mediate  between  the  parties;  but  said  Ckm- 
sifltoiy  could  not  be  the  judge — ^That  Gonsistory  should  not 
have  encouraged  the  destruction  of  the  Goetus,  but  should 
have  defended  it,  and  have  carried  this  business  before  it. 

Irregularity  of  said  Gonsistory,  according  to  their  letter 
of  Oct.  1,  1754,  in  releasing  De  Ronde  from  membership  in 
the  Goetus;  largely  responsible  for  the  schisms — Urged  to 
reunite  with  the  Goetus — Glassis  cannot  generally  answer 

private  letters — ^Exhortations  to  peace  and  unity 3604-3699 

4  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  those  constituting  the  Rightful 
Goetiis — Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  1756,  sent 
over — (See  July    27,    1756) — Desire    the   Holy    Spirit   to 

guide  them  aright 3099 

17     Ghurch  of  New  York — The  city  requests  privilege  of  buying 

stone  for  prison  off  the  Manor  of  Fordham — Granted....   3700 

ly  2     Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderin — ^The 

Glassis  never  regarded  the  call  of  Curtenius  to  Kings 
Gounty,  as  exactly  regular;  but  lie  has  died — Glassis  dis- 
approves of  Ritzema's  holding  back  the  Minutes  of  Goetus 

of  1754 3700,  3701 

2  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Verbryck  and  Vrooman — 
Refers  them  to  Minutes  of  Synod  of  North  Holland  of  July 
27,  1756 3701 
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1757.  PAGE. 

June        6     Glassis  hears  petition  of  Consistory  of  Hackensack,  etc.,  of 

Jan.  29,  1757,  with  letter  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  of  Feb. 

1   3702 

6  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Churches  of  Hackensack  and 
Schralenberg — Grieved  over  their  strifes — Can  do  nothing 
while  each  rejects  our  advice — Cannot  grant  Goetschius' 
request  for  books 3702,  3703 

July         4     Church   of   New   York   urged   by   Revs.   Mancius   and   Van 

Hoevenberg  to  take  measures  for  a  Classis  in  America — 
Advice  excellent,  but  must  decline — The  letter  and  answer. 

3703,  3704 

July  26-Aug.  4    Synod  of  North  Holland — Letter  of  Coetus  of  New  York 

of  May  4,  1756 — A  Coetus  not  sufficient  to  direct  the  wel- 
fare of  the  churches  there — Desire  for  a  Classis — Commis- 
sioner (Tlieodore  Frelinghuysen )  had  been  appointed  to 
visit  this  Synod,  but  has  been  delayed — Also  a  letter  of 
Rev.  John  Leydt  of  June  23,  1756,  concerning  the  im- 
portance of  this  business,  as  four  or  five  ministers  were 
misrepresenting  matters — Synod  can  do  nothing  while  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  opposes  it — Exhortation  to  corre- 
spond with  that  Classis  and  to  maintain  the  Coetus. 

Letter  also  received  from  Saugertics  of  Nov.  20,  1756, 
asking  that  Van  der  Swan  may  be  ordained  in  America 
for  them — ^Another  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  of  December,  1750, 
enforcing  the  same — Abstract  of  those  letters  given — 
Papers  to  be  sent  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam — (These  letters, 
forgeries) — New  York  to  be  made  a  distinct  Article  from 
Pennsylvania  in  future  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Rev.  VVm.  Jackson  was  ordained  on  April  4,  1757,  as 
minister  to  Bergen  and  Staten  Island 3704-3707 

Sept.      12     Church  of  New  York— Rights  in  pews 3707 

Oct.  4     The  Coetus,  per  Revs.  I^ydt  and  Marinua,  to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam — Refusal  to  allow  the  ordination  of  M.  Goet- 
schius for  Stone  Arabia,  has  caused  the  loss  of  that  church 
to  us — He  was  then  called  to  Schqharie,  and  Henricus  Fre- 
linghuysen had  been  called  to  Wawarsing,  Rochester  and 
Marbleto^Mi — Delay  again  would  be  dangerous — The  Coetus 
represents  the  Presbj-tery  of  the  Church,  according  to 
Scripture  and  our  Church  Order — Could  not  conscientiously 
refuse  longer  to  qualify  them — Classis  cannot  justly  oppose 
our  course — The  meetings  of  the  Coetus  will  continue  to 
avoid  anarchy,  or  that  others  should  "  lord  it  over  God's 
heritage  " — The  Coetus  follows  the  first  Synod  of  Holland, 
(Wesel),  1568 — Will  gladly  hear  suggestions  from  Classis — 
P.  S.:  On  account  of  delay  in  sending  this  letter,  Classis 
is  further  notified  that  M.  Goetschius  has  also  been  or- 
dained, at  the  earnest  request  of  his  churches — Articles 
30,  31,  32,  on  the  Government  of  the  Church 3708-3710 
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31     Church  of  New  York — ^Bianor  and  Church  of   Fordham — 

BoundarieB  3710,  3711 

768. 

l9,  29,  Feb.  2    Church  of  New  York — ^Manor  of  Fordham — ^Letters 

from  Baritan — Sales  of  Farms  on  the  Manor 3711,  3712 

refa    14    Letters  of  Classis  to  New  York  and  Surinam,  approved 3712 

14  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Regular  Coetus  of  New  York — 
Acts  of  Synod  of  1757,  (July  26),  sent — Classis  refuses 
permission  to  allow  ordination  of  Van  der  Swan 3712,  3713 

le        4     Church  of  New  York — Consistory  agreed  to  a  collection  for 

benefit  of  Van  der  Swan 3713 

16  Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^His  son 
Rudolphus  Ritzema,  about  to  graduate  from  Kings  College, 
to  go  to  Groningen  Academy — Wretched  condition  of  the 
Dutch  churches  in  America — Partly  apologizes  for  letters 
of  October,  1754,  and  July,  1756 — ^Desires  the  restoration 
of  the  Coetus  on  the  former  footing — Hopes  the  Classis  will 
urge  this — Complaints  of  him  and  his  friends  are  answered 
to  the  parties  complained  of,  the  Coetus — ^Hard  for  us  to 
join  an  irregular  Coetus — ^They  must  come  to  us — ^Theodore 
Frelinghuysen  the  cause  of  the  irregularities — ^The  Coetus 
acts  independently  of  Classis,  censuring  the  ordaining,  M. 
Goetschius,  Henricus  Frelinghuysen,  Jacob  R.  Harden- 
bergh — Illiterate  ministers — Extempore  preaching  styled 
"  Preaching  of  the  Spirit " — Demands  for  independence — 
Asks  Classis  to  send  a  Circular  Letter  to  all  the  Churches, 
advising  a  Revision  of  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus,  with  sub- 
mission of  important  matters  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

3713-3715 

^  25- Aug.  3     Synod  of  North  Holland — Much  about  Pennsylvania — 

New  York  affairs  referred  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. . .   3715 

;        4     A  candidate,  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderin,  appointed  to  India,  asks 

for  examination 37 15 

11     Church  of  New  York — Manor  of  Fordham 3715 

27     Archbishop  Seeker  to  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson 3716-3718 

3  The  Coetus,  per  Rev.  John  Leydt,  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam— Cannot  consider  the  question  of  intermitting  our 
meetings — Not  inclined  to  break  off  Correspondence  with 
the  Classis,  unless  compelled  to — Special  meeting  in  Spring 
of  1758,  to  qualify  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh  for  Raritan — 
Rev.  Fryemnoet  went  to  Raritan  under  pretext  of  fleeing 
from  the  public  enemy — The  old  discontented  ones  wanted 
to  call  him — Almost  a  division,  when  he  left  for  Livingston 
Manor — Ministers  of  New  York  encouraged  the  Sepa- 
ratists— Hope  Hardenbergh  may  unite  all — ^These  Separat- 
ists, who  have  joined  the  Conferentie,  are  said  to  have 
sent  to  Holland  for  a  minister — Union  of  Coetus  and  Con- 
ferentie still  unaccomplished — Coetus  has  two  candidates. 
Jacobus  Van  Nest  and  Johannes  Barcolo — The  former  may 
go  to  Fishkill   ^llWi^Q 
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Oct.        12    The    Conferentie    to    the     Classis    of    AniBterdain — ^Eight 

ministers  have  organized  a  Conference  (Conferentie)  to 
deliberate  on  Church  affairs  and  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  advice — Had  hoped  the 
Classis  would  answer  their  former  letter — ^Recognize  no 
lawful  Coetus  since  that  of  September,  1754 — Separated 
because  of  the  imperious  conduct  of  Rev.  Theodore  Freling- 
huysen,  who  formed  a  Classis  and  sought  to  establish  an 
Academy — ^He,  and  his  friends,  are  the  cause  of  all  the 
troubles. 

They  have  censured  ministers  and  consistories,  and  re- 
fused to  annul  such  censures  when  ordered  by  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam — They  withhold  the  letters  of  the  Classis — 
They  have  invited  us  to  join  them,  but  they  must  come  to 
us. 

They  qualify  candidates  and  ministers — Congregations 
are  divided  on  the  validity  of  these  acts — ^They  claim  that, 
living  imder  the  British  government,  they  cannot  recog- 
nize the  ecclesiastical  authority  of  another  State — Families 
are  divided — Submission  to  Holland  is  called  popery — 
Reference  to  the  Raritan  division. 

The  Classis  is  requested  to  disapprove  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Coetus,  and  so  to  inform  both  factions — But  ministers  must 
be  foimd  to  fill  the,  vacancies — The  Church  should  avail 
itself  of  the  right  to  establish  a  Divinity  Professorship  in 
Kings  College. 

A  Classis  is  necessary  here,  and  we  await  your  favorable 
answer ;  yet  it  should  be  under  some  restrictions  to  prevent 

the  domineering  of  a  mere  majority ! 3720-3724 

Nov.       28     A  letter  to  New  Netherland  was  read 3724 

Dec.       20     Church  of  New  York — Establishment  of  a  German  Church 

under  Rev.  Abram  Rosenkrantz 3724 

1759. 

Feb.       12     Church  of  New  York — Manor  of  Fordham 3725 

March      6     Acts  of  the  Deputies — A  letter  received  from  Jamaica,  not 

to  be  answered   372$ 

15     Church  of  New  York— Manor  of  Fordham 3726,  3727 

20     Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker 3727-372^ 

April       1     Church  of  New  York — Adrian  Van  der  Swan,  Visitor  of  the 

Sick    3729 

2  Two  letters,  of  Oct.  3  and  Oct.  12,  1758,  read  to  Classis,  from 
New  York — Classis  to  send  Circular  Letters  to  all  the 
churches  exhorting  to  peace  and  unity  and  to  unite  in  a 

common  Coetus   3730 

May         7     Circular  Letter  to  all  the  churches  in  New  Netherland,  ap- 
proved    3730 

7  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and 
to  the  so-called  Coetus — Acts  of  the  Svnod  of  North  Hoi- 
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land  of  1758,  sent — Classis  cannot  act,  on  the  letters  sent, 
because  of  the  irregularities — ^A  Circular  Letter  sent  to  all 
with  an  exhortation  to  peace 3730,  3731 

May        7     The  Glassis  of  Amsterdam  to  all  the  Consistories  of  New 

York:  Impossible  for  Classis  to  do  anything,  if  her  coun- 
sels are  unheeded — Letters  for  America,  contradictory — 
What  advantage  is  there  in  discords?  Who  is  the  author 
of  strife? — Benefits  of  Unity — Difference,  not  in  essentials, 
but  only  in  external  regulations — Classis  does  not  desire 
to  exercise  lordship — Exhortation  to  look  at  the  things  of 
others   3731,  3732 

June      20     Call  of  Rev.  John  C.  Rubel  to  Kings  County 3732,  3733 

July       19     Archbishop  Seeker  to  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson 3734 

23     Letter  from  Jamaica  to  Prof.  Curtenius,  returned 3734 

25     Dr.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker 3734>3736 

July31-Aag.  9     Synod  of  North  Holland — Much  about  Pennsylvania — 

Nothing  about  New  York 373(J 

Sept.         ?     Action  of  Coetus  as  to  legality  of  the  Consistory  installed  by 

Ritzema,  and  the  call  of  Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn 3736,  3737 

27, 28     Church  of  New  York — ^Manor  of  Fordham 3737,  3738 

Oct.  5  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  to  his  wife,  just  before  embark- 
ing for  Holland — ^The  will  of  Captain  Symes — Writings 
between  him  and  his  wife — About  to  depart  for  Holland, 
according  to  his  vow — Directions  to  his  wife 3738,  3739 

Oct.  ?     Mrs.  Grant's  account  of  the  circumstances  under  which  Rev. 

Theodore  Frelinghuysen  left  Albany 3739-3744 

8  The  Coetus  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  per  Rev.  John  I>eydt — Ordination  of  Jacob 
Van  Nest — Thanks  for  Acts  of  Svnod  of  1757 ;  also  a  letter 
of  March  14,  1758 — Reference  to  request  for  Van  der 
Swan's  ordination — Same  request  had  been  denied  by  our 
Coetus— The  letters  forgeries — (See  Dec.  6,  1756)  .  .  .3744,  3745 
10     Rev.  Samuel   Seabury  to  the  Society  for   Propagating  the 

Gospel — Low  state  of  religion  in  Queens  County 3746 

20     Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  to    Archbishop  Seeker 3745,  3746 

Nov.         3     Certificate  as  to  the  request  of  the  churches  of  Marbletown, 

etc.,  that  Henry  Frelinghuysen  should  be  ordained  in 
America— (See  Oct.  4,  1757) 3746,  3747 

Nov.  ?     Church    of    New    York — ^The    Manor    and    the    Harpending 

Groimds 3747 

Dec.        12     The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  O>nsistory  of  New  York — 

Acts  of  Synod,  of  1759,  sent  them — Hopes  for  peace.  .3747,  3748 

1760. 
Jan.  3, 10,  20     Church   of  New   York — The  Manor  and  the  Harpending 

grounds — House  for  Van  der  Swan,  Visitor  of  the  Sick. 

3748,  3749 

March    13     Church  of  New  York— The  Manor 3749 

28     Rev.   Samuel   Seabury  to  the  Society   for  Propagating  the 

Gospel — Sad  state  of  religion  in  Queens  County ....  3749,  3750 
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April     14    Classis  receives  a  letter  from  the  Coetus,  of  Oct.  8,  1759 — 

Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  informed  the  Deputies  of  the 
two  Synods,  that  the  Coetus  of  New  York  desired  to  be  no 
longer  subject  to  the  Classis  of  Ajnsterdam 3750 

May         5    Letter  of  the  Classis  to  the  Deputies  of  the  two  Synods, 

approved — Last  letter  of  the  Coetus  to  be  returned  to  that 
body 3750 

5  The  Classis  of  Ajnsterdam  to  the  Deputies  of  the  Synods  of 

North  and  South  Holland — ^Have  learned  that  Rev.  Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen  has  asserted  that  the  Church  in  New 
York  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  subject  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam — Brief  review  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  New 
York — Grief  of  Classis  over  the  dissensions — Cannot  en- 
dorse the  plans  of  ordaining  ministers  there  and  establish- 
ing an  Academy — Synod  of  North  Holland,  1756,  agrees 
therein — Classis  is  tired  of  this  troublesome  business — 
Suggests  that  the  Deputies  endorse  this  view 3751,  3752 

6  Proposition   of  the   Conferentie  to  the  Coetus,  for  Union, 

according  to  the  exhortation  of  Classis — Conditions. .  .3752,  3753 

6  Answer    of    the    Coetus — Conditions    inconsistent    and    im- 

possible    3753,  3754 

7  The  Conferentie  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam — ^Their   pro- 

posals of  Union — Result — Further  efforts — ^Difficulties 
about  discipline  and  ordinations — ^Attempted  vindication 
of  themselves — Conditions  of  the  Coetus  of  Surinam — 
Abuse  of  book  of  Voetius  on  "  Ecclesiastical  Policy " — 
Claim  not  to  be  the  disturbers  of  the  peace — Peculiar  con- 
duct of  Haeghoort 3754-3758 

8  Church  of  New  York — Sale  of  lots  to  the  Moravians 3758 

June        2     Classis  receives  a  letter  from  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen 

in  Rotterdam  of  May  14,  1760 3758 

29     Church  of  New  York— The  Harpending  lots,  etc 3758,  3759 

July       14    Church  of  New  York — Letter  received  from  Rev.  Theodore 

Frelinghuysen  in  Holland,  of  Dec.  14,  1759 — ^Time  too 
short  to  answer  it — Complaint  of  the  Ministers  as  to  their 
salaries — ^Action  of  Consistory 3759-3761 

July  29-Aug.  7     Synod  of  North  Holland — Much  about  Pennsylvania — 

Synod  refuses  to  coiididor  tlie  re(iuo<*t  of  Kov.  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  about  an  American  Classis  and  Academy . .  3761 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  PRESIDENT  CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

August  4,  17(50 — ^August  8,  1761. 
Aug.      12    Rev.  John  Leydt's  Tractate  on  *'  True  Liberty  the  Way  to 

Peace"  3762-3792 

Sept.        1     Rev.   Eliah   Le   Fevre   receives    his    dismission    from   Para- 
maribo— Prof.  Curtenius  commits  his  book  to  the  Faculty 

of  Leyden  for  approval 3792 

Oct.         6    Classis  receives  letters  from  Colombo;   from  the  Coetus  of 

New  York  and  from  the  Conferentie  of  New  York — Points 


[ 
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of  reply :  To  inBist  on  reunion  of  the  two  parties ;  that  a 
majority  vote  must  prevail,  with  right  of  appeal  to  Classis ; 
that  the  ordinations  performed  by  the  Coetus,  though 
irregular,  must  be  allowed,  that  examinations  cannot  be 
generally  allowed,  but  may  in  extraordinary  cases;  but 
this  not  allowed  until  the  two  parties  unite 3792,  3793 

!t.  ?    Acts  of  the  Deputies — ^Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Haeg- 

hoort  of  May  13,  1760 — ^Review  of  the  effort  for  Union  on 
May  6,  1760— The  Coetus  favorable  to  Union— The  Con- 
f erentie  unreasonable — Hence  his  departure  from  that  body. 
Extracts  from  a  letter  from  the  Ck>etus  of  June  (May?) 
27,  1760— Review  of  the  effort  for  Union  on  May  6,  1760— 
The  Conferentie  met  without  elders — ^Would  not  meet  with 
the  Coetus,  but  only  with  a  Committee — Could  not  accept 
their  unreasonable  conditions — ^Haeghoort  leaves  the  Con- 
ferentie. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  May  8,  1760 — (See  Abstract, 

under  May  8,  1760) 3793-3799 

6     Rev.  Samuel   Seabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel — ^Affairs  more  prosperous  in  Queens  Coimty 3799 

30     Church  of  New  York — Building  of  a  new  house 3800 

(V.       10     Dutch  Church  of  Albany  borrows  from  Poor  Fund  to  pay 

expenses  of  minister 3800 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

(Continued). 

Sept  2,  1743-Oct  10,  1753. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Eev.  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

January  3,  1751. 

Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  i. 

To  the  Very  Reverpod  and  Very  Learned  Messrs.,  the  Members  of  the  Very  Rever- 
end Glassis  of  Amsterdam,  to  be  dellTered  to  Bronwerius  Bronwer,  Minister  at 
Amsterdam  on  the  Keiserssrracht. 
Teiy  Reverend  Sirs,  Higrhly  Esteemed  Brethren:— 

Inasmuch  as  my  entire  salary  In  Surinam  amounts  to  elf^hteen  hundred  carolus 
fiillders,  and  I  received  during  the  years  1742-48  not  more  than  six  hundred  of  that 
tort  of  gliders,  per  annum,  and  that  only  by  begging  for  It,  as  Is  known  to  you. 
through  your  Committee  ad  rta  extenu:  therefore,  I  think  that  for  those  yoars. 
thirty  six  hundred  carolus  guilders  are  still  due  me;  and  for  the  years  '48  to  '60, 
eighteen  hundred  guilders  more,  according  to  ecclesiastical  laws.  I  have,  therefore, 
endorsed  two  sight-drafts,  drawn  on  Jean  Ouerln  and  Son,  wine  merchants  on 
the  Heeren  gracht,  to  the  account  of  the  (Surinam)  Company.  I  hope  that  you 
win  urge  a  speedy  payment,  and  do  Justice  to  a  minister,  who,  as  a  rebel,  although 
the  Consistory  has  no  charge  against  me,  was  threatened  with  a  stick  by  the 
Governor's  Adjutant,  Herscbel,  on  coming  once  from  the  service  of  prayer.  This 
I  can  prove  by  witnesses  under  oath,  and  the  Consistory  MinuteK,  which,  however, 
were  refused  me,  although  I  was  living  in  a  strange  land  and  without  a  fixed  posi- 
tion In  the  service  of  the  Company  of  Surinam.  Of  Du  Bols  and  his  adherents,  you 
have  heard.  I  hope  that  you.  who  can  get  possession  of  these  papers  more  easily 
than  I  can  will  give  Information  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  and  will  also  urge 
even  on  their  High  Mightinesses  (the  States  General)  the  importance  of  speedy  old 
and  justice:  as  well  as  upon  the  Lord  Prince,  the  Hereditary  Stndholder.*  In  expec- 
tation of  this,  I  sign  myself. 

Very  Reverend  and  Highly-learned  Sirs,  and  Highly  Esteemed  Brethren.  Your 
very  humble  servant  and  brother, 

^  Rsrgo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg. 

Done  at  the  Manor  of  Livingston, 

January  3,  1750,  English  Style. 

Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

January  3,  1761. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  i.) 

Very  Reverend  Sirs,  Highly  EJsteemed:— 

Inasmuch  as  the  Lord  Governor  chased  me,  by  his  creatures,  out  of  Surinam,  and 
that  In  a  violent   manner,   although   I   was  not    under  any  e<;olesiastical  censure. 


1761 


*ThlB  o4Dcial  had  been  made  Supreme  Covernor  of  the  East  and  West  Indies  in 
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ueltber  «■■  I  proTlded  with  n  certUlcate  from  (be  Cborch:  sad  ■  peac?-«Mitiatt 
(contract  of  MttlemFoc?)  with  the  Qovernor  wat  pilfered  bj  tbe  wild  Nesn>es>  Cu  U 

known  by  the  iN>DgreeBt1oD  ?)  of  New  York therefore,  my  reqneiit  U  th»t 

the  Hev.  ClaeslB  will  klndlj  eee  to  It.  [hat  I,  now  In  tbeee  elrange  ivkIods.  mar 
abtalD  the  paymi-nt  of  mj-  Mlary,  b;  ibe  Sof^Iet;  (of  Surinam).  Altbongb.  tbronrt 
the  underbanded  Irentnieot  of  Dn  Bola,  whom  joTi  Jnetlf;  In  a  letter  to  tbe  CoetiU, 
I  am  without  ■  Feltlenieiil,  neTertheleaa  I  am  read;  1o  depart  to  Sorlnam.  or  auf- 
wbere  elae.— to  8m;nia  or  tbe  Kaat  IndiM,  If  Claaala  approTe  anch  a  roarse. 

ir  the  8ocleIj*retDHe  pujmeot,  [  reqneal  tbat  yon  will  complain  to  Ibe  97iii>d,  and 
Ibe  UommlMloDera  (of  Slate  tu  arnod):  ao  (hat  tbeir  Higb  Mlj^htlnesaea.  tbroach 
whom  Brother  Llefie  eiijofa  all  hundred  golldeis  per  anonm.  may  make  aome  repaia- 
tlon.  and  I  may  enjoy  my  fnll  gslary.  or  Ibe  half  of  the  eighteen  hODdred  unlldars, 
for  the  balf  of  (boae  yeara  which  hare  elapaed:  for  obly  tbrouEb  benlni  I  bayebeei 
paid,  bnt  only  ali  hundred  gDllden  each  year. 

That  auch  la  tbe  duty  of  Claials.  I  do  not  need  to  teaeb  It. 

I  aent  OTer  a drmft  to  my  eorreapondent  Jean  Guetin  HtIds  oo  (he 

Bloemgracbt,  endorsed   to  bim, 

KiKiinl  In  baate.  by  yoor  Iter,  aenant. 

K.  T.  HoeTenbets. 
Jaooary  I.  IIEO-KI.    No.  13. 


AcTa  OF  TUK  Classis  of  Amstekdah. 

Peter  de  Wind. 
1751,  Jan.  12th.  Art.  11.  Bev.  Peter  de  Wind,  candidate, 
called  as  minister  to  Bergen  and  Statcn  Island,  in  New  Nethei^ 
land,  and  furnished  with  complete  certificates  and  documents  for 
the  call,  requested  to  be  examined,  finally,  and  to  be  ordained. 
His  request  was  granted.  Afterward  he  was  examined  and  found 
well  qualified,  and  the  instrument  of  the  call  was  ordered  to  be 
inserted  in  the  formulae-book.  Quod  factum.  It  was  then  recom- 
mended to  the  Quaestor,  at  the  request  of  those  churdies,  to  make 
the  oostB  as  moderate  as  powible.     xii.  225,  226. 

Depp,  ad  res  Exteras. 
There  were  presented  by  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteraa, 

1.  A  letter  from  Xew  York,  of  August  10,  1750,  signed  by 
Revs,  du  Bois,  Ritzema,  and  elder  Lopkins.    ? 

2.  A  letter  of  Sept.  14,  1750,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  signed 
by  Revs,  du  Boia  and  Ritzema. 

3.  Another  letter,  of  August  8,  1750,  signed  by  three,  and  as 
they  eay,  in  the  name  of  all,  the  members  of  the  Consistory  on 
Long  Island,  in  Kings  County,  who  adhere  to  Arondeua. 
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4.  A  letter  from  Queens  Oounty,  August  10,  1750,  (signed  by) 
foor  members  of  the  Consistory,  in  the  name  of  all. 

5.  A  letter  from  Arondeus  himself,  of  August  10,  1750.    xiL 

230. 

Arondeus. 

The  report  (pre-advice)  of  the  Deputies  in  these  matters^  aa 
also  the  letters^  were  approved. 

N.  B.  The  sentence  against  Arondeus,  which  should  have  been 
leoorded  here,  is  now  to  be  found  in  the  Classis  (Acta)  of  Decem- 
ber 5,  1751.    xii.  230. 

Examination. 

Art  18.  Bev.  Peter  de  Wind  and  Rev.  Brukner  having  been 
eocamined,  the  former  was  admitted  to  the  preaching  office  and 
ordained  thereto,  after  he  had  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord, 
and  promised  to  help  promote  the  Coetus,  and  to  keep  up  cor- 
respondence with  the  Classis.  The  other,  making  objections  to 
signing  the  Formulae,  was  given  time  till  the  next  Classis,  to 
ponder  the  matter  maturely,  in  the  fear  of  Qed.  At  the  next 
Classis  Bev.  Coll  van  Schelluyne  must  preside  ex  ordine.    xii.  232. 

Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 

New  York,  particularly  Arondeus.  Judgment  against  Arondeus 
given,  January  12,  1751.  [Inserted  here,  at  the  proper  place, 
but  not  recorded  until  Dec.    5,  1752.] 

1752,  Dec  5th.  §  10  ad  13.  The  Bev.  Depp,  report  that 
the  judgement  against  Bev.  Arondeus,  rendered  January  12, 
1751,  was  then  neglected  to  be  recorded,  and  was  preserved  by 
us  only  on  a  loose  paper.  The  Classis  thinks  that  it  should  now 
be  spread  on  the  minutea  This  was  done,  and  it  is  of  the  fol- 
lowing purport: 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  perceiving  to  its  sorrow  that  all 
its  efforta  to  remove  the  vehement  (hoog  gaande — high  going) 
and  scandalous  disputes  on  Long  Island  between  Bevs.  Arondeus 
and  van  Sinderen,  with  their  respective  adherents,  are  fruitless; 
and  that  all  its  admonitions  to  submit  these  disputes  to  the  jud^ 
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rnent  and  d^jision  of  the  Rev.  Coetua  of  New  Yori,  have  been 
ooutemptuously  rejected  by  Rev.  Arondena  and  hia  adhereuta; 
yea,  alao,  learning  from  the  ocanmunications  of  some  who  call 
themaelvee  consistory-men  that  the  letters  written  in  the  name  of 
the  Claasis  for  the  above  mentioned  purposes,  by  its  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  were  assailed  in  the  most  shameful  and  un- 
christian manner; — (The  Classis,  therefore)  finds  itself  com- 
pelled to  deliver  ita  final  sentence,  according  to  the  request  here- 
tofore made  by  those  of  Long  Island,  as  to  which  of  theae  two 
men  is  the  lawful  minister  there.  The  Classis  confirms  the 
decision  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  Tork  in  this  business,  and 
decides  that  Rev.  van  Sinderen  is  the  lawful  minister  ther^ 
having  been  installed  as  such  at  the  request  of  the  consistory  oi 
those  congregations.  At  the  same  time  it  decides  that  Rev.  Aron- 
deus  has  again  intruded  himself  as  minister  there  in  an  illegal 
manner,  after  he  had  gone  to  Raritan,  and  after  the  regular 
installation  of  Rev.  van  Sinderen. 

Of  this  decision  notice  has  been  given  to  the  Rev.  Coetua  of 
New  York,  that  it  mav  appear  that  the  Classb  has  no  other  aim 
than  the  peace  and  welfare  of  those  ehurchee,  and  the  maints- 
nance  of  good  order.  It  has,  therefore,  also  given  authority  to 
said  CoetUB,  if  the  Coetus  deems  it  possible  and  advisable,  to 
reinstate  Rev.  Arondeos  in  the  crfEce  on  Long  Island,  as  colle«gae 
of  Rev.  van  Sinderwi,  if  both  parties  will  solemnly  prtHuise  to 
conduct  themselves  according  to  such  Articles  of  Peace  and  Order, 
as  the  said  Coetus  shall  consider  most  salutary  to  prescribe  to 
them.  In  such  case  the  Rev.  Arondeus  would  have  to  be  newly 
and  regularly  called  there  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ren. 
O'Oetus,  or  a  committee  of  the  same  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
But  if  this  last  means  of  pacification  be  rejected,  the  Classis'  will 
consider  Rev.  Arondeus  as  disqualified  to  administer  the  Word 
and  Sacraments  in  the  Dutch  churches  on  Long  Island,  from  the 
time  that  this  judgement  of  Classis  is  received. 

Thus  done  in  Classis,  assembled  at  Amsterdam,  this  IStJi  of 
January  1761.     xii.  313-315. 
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Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York.  Feb.  18.  1751. 
Gomistory  held.    After  calling  on  God'i  name,  the  Committee  on  the  Manor  were 
•uthortoed  to  oonsnlt  with  men  learned  In  the  law.  and  if  neceaaarj  to  employ  them. 

J.  Ritsema. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correepondenee. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Mardi  2, 

1751.     Vol.  30,  No.  118,  page  196. 

Ber.  Sim  and  BeloTed  Brethren  In  the  Lord:— 

Besides  the  letters  sent  by  Rev.  Mr.  Dn  Bols  with  the  candidate  De  Wind,  who 
was  ezamined  to-day  and  ordained  aa  pastor  of  the  chnrch  of  Bergen  in  Staten 
Island  (Bergen  and  Staten  Island),  there  have  also  come  to  hand  yonr  honored 
letteia  of  Aognst  10th  and  September  14th  of  the  preceding  year.  (1760.)  The  first  of 
these  was  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Klopper.  who  has  intelligently,  and  in  a  conrteons 
manner,  gfyen  ns  no  little  light  toward  onr  better  understanding  of  the  sad  condi- 
tion of  things  on  Long  Island.  Oh  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  might  dwell  in  the 
ministers  and  members  of  the  churches  on  that  Island !  What  a  happy  and  beneficial 
condition  of  affairs  might  we  then  hope  for  there!  We  notice  with  real  sorrow,  from 
yonr  letter  of  September  14th,  that  all  your  attempts  to  restore  peace  among  the 
disputants  there  have  been  fruitless;  that  the  passlonB  of  Rev.  Arondeus  and  his 
adherents  became  more  furious  than  ever— even  like  the  raging  sea:  and  that  the 
0»etns  at  length  felt  compelled  to  declare  that  Rev.  Arondeus  is  not  a  lawful  pastoi 
In  King's  <3ounty,  but  that  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  alone  Ir  nuch.  Our  Assembly  having 
already  given  to  your  Rev.  Assembly  the  final  disposition  of  this  case,  and  having 
been  further  Informed  of  the  untractable  conduct  of  these  parties,  sees  no  reason 
why  the  sentence  of  the  Coetus  should  not  be  appro ve<1.  It  therefore  hereby  con- 
firms It.  Two  certificates  to  this  effect,  by  request,  accompany  this  letter,  which 
certlflcates  will  be  sent  to  you  by  different  routes.  The  substance  of  them  is  virtu- 
ally expressed  In  this  letter,  and  may  also  be  seen  In  the  Book  of  the  Classis  under 
date  of  January  12.  1741  [1751].  We  hope  you  will  take  care  to  let  Arondeus  and  his 
friends  know  of  this  our  sentence;  and  that  the  churches  of  King's  County  be  also 
informed  that  we  consider  Arondeus  as  having  Illegally  intruded  himself  into  the 
pastorate  there,  to  which  Van  Slnderen  was  legally  ordained  and  sent  by  us. 

And  what  further  can  we  say.  Rev.  Brethren?  We  greatly  fear  that  by  this  deci- 
sion, the  desired  calming  of  the  passions,  so  greatly  excited,  will  by  no  means  be 
secured.  Their  letter  which  has  come  into  our  bands,  (deserving  only  execration 
because  of  its  unchristian  expressions  in  reference  to  Rev.  Ritsema.)  and  other 
reports  which  we  have  heard,  leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  result.  Neither  do 
we  think  that  your  suggestion  that  our  Assembly  should  Impose  a  general  ailmtium 
on  Arondeus  In  all  your  regions,  would  be  effectual  to  that  end.  Wherefore  we  sug- 
gest to  your  consideration  whether  some  plan  cannot  be  hit  upon,  so  that,  while 
holding  the  decision  of  the  Coetus  to  bo  In  every  way  legal  and  reasonable,  yet, 
before  It  take  final  effect  to  make  one  last  effort  to  heal  this  distressing  schism. 

Could  you  not  let  Arondeus  and  his  friends  know  that  the  Classis  had  approved 
and  confirmed  the  sentence  of  Coetus  against  him ;  yet.  out  of  respect  to  our  friendly 
counsel,  you  were  willing  again,  but  for  the  last  time,  to  ask  them  whether  they 
would  not  listen  to  advice,  and  secure  a  brotherly  reconciliation,  such  as  might  be 
tuggested,  upon  reasonable  and  Christian  terms?  In  such  reconciliation  we  do  not 
onderstand  that  all  the  yielding  should  be  done  only  by  Arondeus.  No,  Indeed.  We 
team  to  our  grief  that  Van  Slnderen  is  also  worthy  of  censure  In  several  respects; 
that  he.  with  his  party,  has  acted  far  from  that  prudent  modesty  which  became  a 
Chiistlan,  nmch  more  a  Christian  minister;  that  he  has  abundant  reason  to  confess 
his  faults  both  before  God  and  men.    He  ought  also  to  make  an  effort  after  recon- 
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clllation  because  of  exasperating  conduct  towaid  his  brother,  even  mocking  his  pobllc 
seiTlces,  as  well  as  for  indolence  in  his  own  duties  of  the  sacred  mlnistrj. 

If  these  partlM  could  be  reconciled  in  some  such  way,  the  Coetus  would  maintain 
its  self-respect,  and  we  all  could  rejoice  together.  But  should  such  an  attempt  fliil, 
the  sentence  of  Coetus  must  then  go  into  effect,  and  the  churches  of  Bung's  County 
be  warned  henceforth  to  recognize  only  the  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  as  their  lawful 
pastor.  Tet  this  should  be  done  in  such  a  way,  we  think,  that  Van  Slnderen  ought 
also  to  be  admonished  in  a  brotherly  and  earnest  way,  not  to  pride  himself  upon  a 
victory  achieved;  but  rather  that  he  should  seek  to  win  buck  to  himself  those  whose 
feelings  he  has  wounded,  by  friendly  and  loving  conduct;  and  that  he  lay  the  work 
of  the  Gospel  more  to  heart;  that  he  become  a  proper  example  to  the  flock  in  doc- 
trine and  in  conduct.  But  if  he  continue  to  grieve  our  Assembly  we  shall  have  to 
advise  Coetus  to  deal  also  with  him  according  to  ecclesiastical  requirements. 

If  peace  be  effected,  then  whatever  has  been  illegal  in  the  services  of  Rev.  Aron- 
deus,  may,  perhaps,  be  ratified,  especially  if  he  were  then  regularly  called.  Then 
might  we  live  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  longed-for  end  of  these  unpleasant  quarrels 
among  the  Long  Islanders,  and  which  have  cost  us  so  much  trouble  and  anxiety. 
Then  also  might  they  who  have  misrepresented  the  Coetus  as  well  as  ourselves  find 
reason  to  thank  us;  and  instead  of  cursing,  to  bless  us. 

The  letter  which  was  sent  to  us  by  the  Consistory  of  Rev.  Arondeus,  not  only  with 
his  knowledge  but  also  certainly  not  without  his  direction,  and  which  deserved 
nothing  but  contempt,  has,  nevertheless  been  answered  by  us,  lest  those  people 
might  be  wise  In  their  own  eyes.  In  that  letter  we  also  inserted  our  resolution, 
touching  the  sentence  of  Rev.  Coetus  upon  Arondeus,  and  the  only  way  of  saving 
himself.  We  also  send  you  the  original  manuscript  from  King's  County  for  which 
you  asked  us,  supposing  it  might  be  of  some  use  with  those  mischievous  persons. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  add  except  to  declare  that  we  all  wished  that  Rev. 
P.  De  Wlnt  had  given  better  proofs  in  his  examination  of  having  his  senses  exer- 
cised in  the  word  of  righteousness.  All  the  members  of  our  Assembly  were  very 
sorry  that  he  possessed  so  little  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  the  truth.  If  matters 
had  not  already  advanced  as  far  as  they  had,  no  one  could  have  conscientiously  have 
admitted  him  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  for  the  congregations  which  had  called 
him.  We  have  seriously  admonished  him,  with  prayer  for  God's  blessing  to  stir  np 
his  gifts  and  increase  them.  We  trust  that  the  Rev.  Brethren  of  the  Coetus,  to 
which  he  has  promised  to  Join  himself,  will  add  their  admonitions  to  ours,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  become,  under  God's  blessing,  an  able  Instrument  for  the  extension 
of  his  kingdom. 

We  herewith  commend  you  to  the  grace  of  God.  We  beseech  him  to  bestow  his 
precious  blessing  in  large  measure  upon  your  persons  and  your  sacred  ministry,  to 
his  own  glory,  and  the  salvation  of  many  souls.    We  remain, 

Signed  as  before. 
Amsterdam,  March  2   1751. 

[Many  letters,  to  different  colonies,  of  the  same  date,  are  recorded,  without 
repeating  the  official  signature  in  the  Record  Book.] 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acte  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correepondenoe. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Arondeus,  Marci  2nd,  1761. 

Vol.  30,  No.  120,  page  209. 

To  Eev.  Mr.  Arondeus  with  the  Consistories  of  Kings  and  Queens 
Counties  subordinate  to  him: 

Reverend  Sir  and  Brethren: — 

The  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Mr.  Eloppert  has  been  given 
to  us  by  his  Reverenoe.    He  has  also  given  us  verbal  information 
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of  the  condition  of  affairs  on  Long  island  and  the  mournful 
divisions  which  there  prevail.  Such  facts  grieved  us  most  deeply. 
We  could  hardly  believe  that  the  feelings  of  Christians,  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  meek  and  lowly  Je^us,  could  show  so  much  bitter- 
ness to  one  another.  How  deplorable  are  such  actions  according 
to  the  judgement  of  every  one  not  altogether  devoid  of  a  sense  of 
ffTfypriety.  In  previous  letters  to  you  we  have  earnestly  and 
frankly  informed  you  wherein  we  considervMl  you  in  the  wrong, 
and  what  we  deemed  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  peace. 
Little  did  we  imagine  that  our  letters  would  cause  such  a  wicked 
excitement  of  passion  as  we  have  learned  from  your  letter.  We 
are  not  inclined  to  answer  you  as  your  writing  deserves,  but  will 
<»ily  say  that  to  write  such  a  letter  was  a  great  mistake;  for 
therein  you  assault  one  of  our  Deputies  in  particular,  stabbing 
him  savagely  because  of  his  happening  to  be  the  penman,  and 
even  offer  his  Reverence  a  challenge,  which  makes  one's  hairs 
stand  up  on  his  head  at  the  hearing  of  it 

You  must  know  that  a  letter  is  never  sent  by  our  Deputies 
until  it  has  been  read  and  approved  by  our  Assembly.  This  was 
the  case  with  this  letter  which  has  so  greatly  excited  you.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  our  letter,  and  those  were  our  expressions,  and 
not  those  of  any  separate  individual  of  the  Deputies.  The  writer 
was  simply  the  agent  of  our  Assembly  and  charged  by  us  to  send 
that  letter.  He  has,  therefore,  great  reason  to  complain  before 
Qod  of  the  bitterness  manifested  against  him  personally.  He  is, 
however,  far  from  wishing  to  requite  the  want  of  charity  shown 
him,  but  on  the  other  hand  beseeches  the  Savior,  Lay  not  this 
sin  to  their  charge,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do. 

Neither  have  we  any  reason  to  depart,  from  our  former  opinion 
about  the  necessity  of  a  Cootus,  without,  at  present,  going  into 
minute  reasons  tJierefor.  But  we  may  not  neglect  Uy  inform 
you  by  tJiis  opportunity,  that  this  Coetus,  before  which  you  did 
not  choose  to  appear,  (as  is  evident  from  the  note  of  Rev.  Aron- 
dens  to  Rev.  Ritzema,  written  with  few  marks  of  propriety,) 
has  notified  us,  that  it,  at  length,  was  obliged  to  make  declaration 
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that  it  recognized  as  lawful  pastor  not  Rev.  Arondeus  but  Ilev. 
Van  Sinderen.  Tt  has  also  requeeted  iis  if  we  found  thia  aeo- 
tenw  lawful,  to  ii]>prove  ami  eonfirm  thi^  same.  This  we  have 
unanimously  done.  Therefore  your  Reverence  (we  address  now 
especially  Hev.  Arondeus,)  is  again  declared  to  have  been  called 
and  to  have  entered  upon  the  servioee  of  the  church  in  Kinj^s 
County  in  an  unlawful  manner;  that  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  who 
was  sent  there  by  us,  upon  the  request  of  the  Consistory  there 
(the  written  original  of  which  requeet  is  carefully  preserved  by 
us,)  is  alone  the  lawful  pastor,  and  according  to  the  promisea 
made  in  that  document  can  justly  require  of  his  oongr^ation 
what  was  therein  promised  him.  We  are  far  from  approving 
the  wicked  mistakes  into  which  he  and  his  adherents  have  fallen, 
and  we  will  not  n^lect  to  admonish  them  therefor.  But  these, 
even  were  they  as  heinous  as  your  letter  paints  them,  could  not 
desbY>y  the  lawfulness  of  his  call  and  commission  by  lis,  nor 
make  the  call  of  your  Reverence  lawful.  But  it  is  not  our  pur- 
pose, Mr.  Arondeus,  to  ruin  you,  nor  to  intensify,  by  this  our 
declaration,  the  schism  already  in  the  church.  We  do  not  wish 
to  make  the  bitterness  of  feeling  any  greater.  No,  indeed.  Our 
aims  are  only  those  of  lovers  of  peace,  who  truly  de^re  the 
preservation  of  yourself  as  well  as  of  the  congregation.  May 
our  present  counsel,  therefore,  be  acceptable  to  you  and  those 
who  sustain  yon,  for  it  will  be  our  last.  It  is  never  too  late  to 
maKe  peaca  But  they  who  would  forswear  peace  and  refuse  it 
are  greatly  to  be  pitied,  and  if  they  persevere  therein  will  aftei^ 
ward  have  to  hear  the  conaeqnenoes. 

Determine,  therefore,  Reverend  Sir  and  Brethren,  to  come  to 
terms  of  peace  with  Rev,  Mr.  Van  Sinderen  and  his  friends. 
Do  not  willfully  and  obstinately  refuse  subordination  to  the 
CoetuB,  nor  to  ourselves,  for  we  committed  the  management  of 
affairs  to  the  Coetus.  Yet  we  have,  after  the  declaration  of 
their  sentence,  earnestly  requested  them  still  to  labor  for  the 
effecting  of  a  fraternal  peace.  If  something  is  lacking  in  your 
present  call,  (for  we  must  continue  to  believe  that  it  was  not  in 
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proper  form  after  the  return  from  the  Raretans),  it  can  be  here- 
after amended.  We  will  also,  after  you  have  been  reconciled  to 
Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  and  received  a  lawful  call,  make  no  objec- 
tions to  recognize  you  as  co-pastor  with  him.  How  much  pleas- 
anter  it  would  be,  if  both  of  you  could  labor  in  harmony !  Then 
would  the  congregations  also,  after  your  example,  live  in  peace, 
and  further  offences  be  prevented. 

We  can  only  now  commit  the  matter  unto  Him  in  whose  hands 
are  the  hearts  of  all  men,  and  who  is  able  to  turn  yours  in  a  way 
whidi  shall  be  pleasing  to  Him.  We  have  satisfied  our  consciences 
by  these  efforts  of  ours.  We  trust  that  you  will  lovingly  follow 
our  advice,  that  we,  with  you,  may  hereafter  with  confidence 
stand  before  the  Son  of  Man,  when  he  shall  come  and  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  even  the  counsels  of  the 
heart     Concluding  with  such  wishes,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Signed  as  befora 
Amsterdam, 

March  2,  1751. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Surinam,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 

1751,  April  5th.  Art  6.  1.  The  Committee  ad  res  Exteras 
received  a  letter  from  Surinam,  signed  August  3,  1750,  with  the 
Acta  of  the  Conventus.  An  extract  from  said  Acta  was  read  by 
them,  as  well  as  their  report,  (pre-advice),  and  drafts  of  letters 
prepared  by  them  as  a  reply  (to  be  sent)  thither.  The  first  was 
addressed  to  the  Conventus  of  Surinam ;  the  other  was  to  be 
understood  as  an  appendix,  clearing  up  a  certain  matter  that  had 
came  up  subsequently.  The  Rev.  Assembly  gladly  allowed  these 
letters  to  be  approved,  and  despatched. 

2.  A  letter  also  had  arrived  from  New  York,  signed  (by)  Rev. 
du  Bois  August  14,  1750,  tc^ther  with  accoimts  of  excessive 
maltreatment  of  Rev.  Schlatter  at  Philadelphia.  His  enemies 
had  dismissed  him,  and  called  Rev.  Steiner  as  pastor  in  his  place. 
With  this  came  also  the  At^ta  of  the  Coetus  (of  New  York). 
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3.  At  the  next  Clasais  further  report  will  be  given  as  also  of 
a  letter  from  Kingston,  of  April  26,  1750,  as  well  as  of  another 
letter,  to  be  written  to  Rev.  Schlatter,     xii.  235. 


Cijussis  OF  Amstekdam. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  Albany,  to  Rev.  Classis  of 

Amsterdam,  May  1,  1751. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Extracts  in  Vol.  xxxiii,  247 ;  and  Reference  in  Vol.  xxiv,  12. 

Addressed:    To  the  Very  Reverend  and  Highly-learned  Messrs.,  the  Members  of  the 
High  Hey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Very  Reverend  Highly-learned  Sirs  and  Brethren,  The  Members  of  the  High  Rever- 
end Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

The  great  esteem  and  reverence  which  I  ever  feel  towards  the  High  Rev.  Classis, 
compels  me  to  make  the  profession  which  I  herewith  do,  of  the  gratitude  which  I 
owe  yon,  for  the  favorable  compliances  which  yon  have  granted  to  my  varlons 
homble  requests.  These  have  been  made  by  one  who  will  always  endeavor  with  the 
most  hearty  desire  and  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  to  be  one  of  the  most  sub- 
missive and  obedient  servants  of  the  High  Rev.  Classis.  Therefore  it  was  with  this 
end  in  view,  that  I.  from  time  to  time,  although  with  but  little  fruit,  have  exerted 
myself  to  the  utmost,  to  make  the  business  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  acceptable  to  the 
Consistory  of  Albany;  but  T  am  now  almost  in  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  succeed, 
unless  a  great  change  In  their  feelings  should  occur. 

From  my  very  heart  do  I  express  my  gratitude  for  the  order  which  the  High  Rev. 
Classis  has  been  pleased  to  give  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Samuel  Verbryck.  I  do 
this  not  on  my  own  account,  but  on  account  of  the  benefits  which  Zion  will  obtain 
through  him.  For  some  time  already  he  has  labored  in  the  Ix>rd's  harvest  in  the 
Church  of  Tappan.  He  has  done  this  diligently,  watchfully,  faithfully,  and  not 
without  a  blessing. 

It  was,  therefore,  not  without  pain,  that  I  found  in  the  letter  of  High  Rev. 
IMassls,  wherewith  I  have  been  honored  the  following:— "that  the  manner  in  which 
I  requested  that  the  Classis  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  the  examination  and 
ordination  of  that  gentleman,  and  the  arguments  used  by  me  to  strengthen  that 
request,  appeared  questionable  to  the  High  Rev.  Classis."  If  the  reasons  for  this 
" questlonableness "  had  been  mentioned,  I  might  have  been  able  with  more  success, 
tn  remove  the  ground  for  the  same;  with  more  success  than  I  can  now  do.  by  merely 
declaring,  that  I  had  no  Idea  of  writing  to  Classis  at  all  about  this  matter,  until  Mr. 
Verbryck  Informed  me  by  a  letter,  that  the  Rev.  C>>etus  did  not  wish  to  write  unless 
I  also  wrote.  This  letter  I  received  just  as  the  yacht,  that  sails  between  Albany 
and  New  York,  was  about  to  depart,  and  which  could  barely  catch  the  ship  at  New 
York.  I  must  therefore  confess  that  I  wrote  this  letter  for  Mr.  Verbryck  in  the 
greatest  haste,  and  with  some  displeasure;  nevertheless  I  am  not  conscious  that  I 
had  any  other  end  in  view  than  the  prosperity  of  Zion. 

The  Classis  liave  been  pleased  to  express  itself,  that  it  will  not  again  easily  con- 
sent to  an  ordination  In  this  country.  For  this  reason,  three  young  men,  whom 
according  to  my  ability  I  have  instructed  in  the  languages,  philosophy  and  theology, 
are  about  undertaking  the  voyage  to  Burope,  in  order  to  be  examined  and  ordained 
by  the  Classis  itself.    Of  their  qualifications,  tlie  Classis  itself  will  be  better  able  to 
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judge,  tluLD  it  would  become  roc,  to  describe  the  same.  These  young  Naznreues 
are  the  last,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  those  who  have  studied  with  any  success  In  this 
Und.  They  have  a  good  testimony  from  all,  and  are  very  earnestly  desired  by  the 
chnrclieB  which  have  called  them.  To  these  churches  the  Classls  will  render  a  great 
faror  by  tbelr  consecration  to  the  Sacred  Ministry.  On  their  own  declaration,  they 
will  always  aclLnowledge  the  Classls  with  thankfnl  hearts.  The  same  will  he  also 
do,. who  with  all  hnmllity  rejoices  that  he  was  permitted  in  any  way  to  assist  In  the 
preparation  of  these  yonng  sons  of  the  prophets  for  the  Sacred  Ministry:  and  who, 
with  the  most  reverential  offer  of  service,  and  with  the  wish  for  a  blessing  on  the 
High  Rev.  Glassis,  subscribs  himself. 

Very  Reverend  and  Highly-learned  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your  Very  Reverends'  and 
Highly- lea meds'  Very  submissive  and  ever  willing  servant  and  brother, 

Theodorns  Friellnghuysen. 
Albany,  May  1. 

No.  ISS. 
Received,  July  8,  1761. 

Extracts  in  Vol.  xxxiii,  247 ;  and  Reference  in  Vol.  xxiv,  12. 

Acts  of  the  Cijussis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  N.  Hormius  (or  Wormius?) 

1751,  May  3rd.  Art.  3.  He  requests  to  go  as  minister  to 
New  Netherland.  He  was  directed  to  report  himself  to  our  Depp, 
ad  res  Exteras,  so  that  the  same  may  send  his  address  to  Reva 
Depp.  Utriusque  Synodi.     xii.  236. 

Lbttebs  feom  Abroad  and  fob  Aboard. 

1751,  May  3rd.  Art  7.  The  letters  from  New  York  and 
Kingston,  mentioned  April  5th,  were  now  read,  in  extracts,  as 
also  the  replies  to  the  same.  The  latter  were  approved,  and  are 
to  be  forwarded. 

At  this  same  time  it  was  reported  in  a  letter  from  Rev.  Wynstok 
of  Harderwyk,  that  P.  de  Wind,  examined  here  recently  for 
ordination,  and  installed  as  minister  on  Staten  Island  (and  Ber- 
gen), was  not  really  a  candidate  at  all,  and  had  therefore  exhib- 
ited forged  certificates  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York.  The  Coetus 
sent  to  our  Classis  only  a  copy  of  these  certificates.  Therefore  it 
was  resolved  to  oonmiimicate  further  with  Rev.  Wynstok  in  refer- 
ence to  the  time  and  the  docimients  which  are  mentioned  in  these 
copies.  On  receiving  perfect  certainty  from  him  concerning  these 
forgeriee,  the  Coetus  of  New  York  will  be  immediately  cautioned 
to  attend  to  this  piece  of  rascality  with  all  earnestness  and  pru- 
dence, and  to  take  care  that  they  get  possession  of  these  forged 
documents,  and  send  them  over  to  Classis.    xii.  237. 


1751 


3158  EocLEiaiASTicAL  Rbcokds 

1751 

Classis  of  Amsterdau. 

Acts  ijf  the  Deputies  and  their  Cturespondenoe. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  May  3, 

1751.     Vol.  30,  page  205,  No.  133. 

To  the  EteT.  Onctaa  ot  N«w  Yorfc: 
Kevereod.  Qodir  bdiI  Learnpd  QeDtlemeii  and  Belorcd  Bretbren:— 

A  copr  of  th«  Acts  of  roar  Rpt.  Coetns,  held  Sept.  11.  ITtO,  >Dd  following  d«n 
Hinw  ufel;  to  band.  We  beartllr  tlumk  tod  for  roar  Irlendl;  and  fnternal  e«B> 
mnDlcation.  We  hope  that  these  ecclealastlcal  satherlnBi  of  todtb  may  be  «■- 
tinned,  and  tbat  tbe  Rer.  meinben  altbongh  moat  of  them  muat  undertake  a  loit 
and  dincDlt  Joamey.  aa  the  agreeable  letter  ot  BevB.  Rltiema  and  Dn  Bola  aLW 
panning  theae  Acts  Inform  db~w1II  Dot  allow  ibemBelTeB  to  be  deterred  from  atteod- 
iDg  these  HeetlDgs.  The;  oan  ronsole  themselves  for  all  their  trouble  bj  tbe  pioft 
whirb  maj  be  anticipated,  as  we  betlere  from  snch  fraternal  sathertDgs.  We  trart 
also  tbat  the  Loid  ma;  command  his  blessing  apou  them,  wblcb  maj  each  of  tka 
brethren  eiperlenre  as  well  aa  tbe  greater  bleaalbg  of  Btenial  Lite. 

Tbe  report  wblcb  was  made  to  ub  by  onr  DeputaH  od  Bet  Bmterat  concerning  tbe 
Acts  of  the  Coetns,  as  well  as  tbe  peace  nnd  aoanlmltf  existing  among  all  the  mMB- 
ben,  was  beard  bf  ns  with  mneh  satisfaction  and  }o;.  What  we  shall  take  tbe 
llberl7  to  remark  tbereon  need  be  ver;  little. 

We  tmst  that  onr  approbation  of  joar  decision  In  the  case  of  Rct.  Aroadena  has 
■Iread;  reached  you.  We  are  also  anxious  to  learn  tbat  onr  ratlflcatloo  of  your  ded- 
BlOD  has  had  a  proper  effect  npoo  said  minister,  cum  nili,  so  that  he  has  come  to  a 
better  mind.  May  the  bnslness  be  put  In  sarh  a  shape,  according  to  Cburcb  Otdo 
that  the  aupleaaant  divisions  may  fnlly  come  to  an  end. 

The  case  la  not  rery  clear  to  us  regarding  the  exact  position  of  tbe  memberB  o( 
tbe  (lonelRtory  of  Oyster  Bay,  who  were  ordained  by  Rei.  GoetBchlna.  We  thlnt 
that  tbis  ordination  wuH  performed  by  his  ICeverencc  upon  an  order  received  torn 
the  Coetns.  We  therefore  itnppww  that  the  Coetns  hss  acknowledged  tbe  legalltr 
of  tbelr  election  and  ordination.  This,  bowpver.  Is  not  quite  certain  from  tbo 
MiDDtes.  bnt  we  trust  that  the  matter  I>  not  of  much  Importance. 

The  Her.   Van  Hoevenberg  has  l)een   properly  deslt  with.    He  Is  an  n 
Individual  who  deserves  pity  rather  than  censure.    Yet  hla  condnct  In  many  t 
as  well  aa  toward  ns,  was  ot  aucb  a  kind  as  to  excite  Just  displeasure.    He 
plains  greatly  to  os  about  bis  mnltreatmeot  In  New  York,  especially  In 
to  tbe  annulling  of  hie  call.    Bui  we  hare  good  rensons  (or  refusing  to  be  troubled 
any  fDrther  about  bim. 

Yoar  acta  In  reference  In  Tappan.  your  declsloas  In  tbe  case  ot  MnsellDs.  the 
complete*!  examination  of  Verhryck  with  blB  ordination  gpid  InsUllstlon.  ba*e  all 
met  with  onr  entire  approbation.  We  trust  tbnt  with  Qod's  blessing  he  may 
greatly  edlty  that  people  by  hie  teacbloga  and  example. 

We  next  notice  that  yoor  Hev.  Meeting  has  declared  the  condnct  of  Jobn  Van 
DHessen  to  have  been  very  dlshonomhle,  eapecIslLy  that  be  should  bave  declared 
that  he  wss  reconciled  to  ihe  Coetns,  according  to  what  appears  In  a  Certain  letter. 
Tbe  letter  of  Revs.  RItaema  and  Dn  Bole  give  us  additional  Information  abaat  Urn: 
"He  does  not  belong  to  the  Dutch  Church;  his  extraordlaary  conduct  la  know* 
everywhere,"'  etc.  All  thta  we  confidently  aasume  na  true,  without  being  able  JoM 
at  present  lo  examine  our  old  Rctro-Acta.  We  doubt  not.  however,  tliat  the  Breth- 
ren do  well  and  act  In  a  Cbrlstlan  spirit,  to  keep  n  sharp  lookout  on  him,  followtng 
up  tbe  wamlngB  given  to  ns  long  ago. 

Bat  let  not  the  Rev.  Assembly  be  offended  when  we  say  that  we  cannot  recondls 
matters  In  our  mind,  onder  these  clrcamstancea,  with  the  fact  that  Rev,  Ooetacbm 
annulled  tbe  censure  pat  by  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  upon  certiln  memtwn  It 
(New)  Palls  for  tbelr  stubborn  adherence  to  Tan  Drlessen  by  admlnlsteTtng  tb«i 
Lord's  Snpper  to  tbem,  Tbls  was  reported  to  as  liy  way  of  complaint  by  partlea  la 
Kingston.  Rev.  Goelscfalos.  who  la  a  member  of  Coetus.  mast  bare  done  this,  as  wa 
sappoae.   according  lo  the   required   quallflcatlons.    Of  tbls.   however,  nothing  was 
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ifpresented  to  os.     Neither  do  we  observe  that  hl«  Reverence  has  received  any  cor- 

witlon  therefor  In  Coetns.    Yet  we  cannot  suppose  that  Rev.  Mancins  and  his  Ck>n- 

listorr  would   have  told  snch  a  thing  If  It  had  not  happened.    If  Mr.  John  Van 

Drlessen,  according  to  former  intimations,  is  a  man  to  be  avoided;  If  his  conduct  is 

DO  worthy  and  offensive;  then  certainly  a  censure  put  upon  a  class  of  people  who 

pty  no  attention  to  warnings,  and  obstinately  persist  In  adhering  to  such  a   man, 

etnnot  be  considered  unlawful.    Nevertheless,   the   Rev.   Gloetschlus  has  virtually 

declared  this  censnre  null  and  void  by  administering  the  Lord's  Supper  to  those 

mder  snch  a  eensore.    Tet  this  appears  quite  Incomprehensible  to  us.    And  we  say 

this  the  more  strongly,  because  the  three  reasons  given  by  the  church  of  Kingston 

to  Rev.  Rltaema.  to  prove  that  the  Paltz  belongs  to  that  congregation,  seem  to  us 

Mt  at  all  unacceptable. 

We  oonld  have  wished  that  the  Rev.  Coetus  had  not  left  the  decisive  Judtrement 

ipoB  a  matter  of  such  Importance,  via.,  as  to  whether  the  Paltz  did  or  did  not 

betong  onto  Kingston,  to  one  person  only;  and  also  had  not  given  him  the  right  to 

act,  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  without  further  consultation  with  the  Coetus, 

and  to  this  end,  giving  him  not  a  copy  of  the  reasons  alleged,  but  the  entire  letter 

of  the  Rev.  Manclns.    The  matter  seems  to  us  to  be  very  uncertain.    It  seems  unrea- 

•ooable  that  the  Palts,  because  of  its  growing  population  as  well  as  Its  distance  from 

Kingston,  should  [not?]  have  a  pastor  of  Its  own,  if  such  is  desired.    But  you  can 

easily  understand  that  such  a  schism  as  was  begun  there  by  John  Van  Drlessen, 

tad  which  seems  to  have  been  countenanced  by  Rev.  Goetschlus,  Is  by  no  means  In 

harmony  with  Church  Order,  and  does  not  deserve  to  be  commended.    We  trust, 

therefore  that   your  Rev.  Coetus,   within  tBe  bounds  of  Christian  prudence,   will 

remove  the  reasons  of  complaint  by  Kingston,  if  such  reasons  are  well  founded; 

otherwise  those  brethren  will  only  be  encouraged  by  Coetus  In  their  persistent,  and 

to  as,  painful  opposition. 

We  have  also  another  matter  of  importance  to  refer  to,  vis.,  what  we  have  learned 

aboot  P.  De  Wind,  after  bis  departure  from  us.    We  prefer,  however,  to  present 

this  In  Rev.  Wynstok's  own  words.    He  Is  pastor  at  Harderwyk,  and  we  send  you 

a  copy  of  his  letter,  which  will  astonish  you  not  a  little,  as  it  did  us.    From  it  we 

perceived  with  deep  anguish  of  soul  that  it  is  only  too  probable  that  both  yourselves) 

flDd  ourselves  have  been  basely  deceived  by  him.    We  hope  that  the  letter  sent  sub- 

•equently  by  Mr.  Kloppert  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  the  installation  of  such  a  man. 

SBd  that  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  bring  him  to  a  stem  account.    By  no 

means  permit  his  Installation,  until  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  suspicions  against 

him  shall  have  further  appeared  to  us.    It  would  be  a  matter  of  gravest  mometit, 

Brethren,  If  one  should  be  able  to  press  himself  Into  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  by 

means  of  forged  certificates. 

May  God  give  you  all  needed  wisdom  and  prudence  In  this  case,  to  combine  a  holy 

seal  In  preventing  such  a  crime,  with  that  caution,  so  necessary  to  guard  the  Church 

of  Christ  from  Injury  in  those  distant  reglolm.    We  conclude  with  the  wish  and 

prayer  for  all  grace  to  rest  on  your  Reverences,  esteemed  by  ns.  and  upon  your 

Sacred  Ministry. 

We  remain. 

Signed  as  before, 
la  oar  Assembly, 

May  S.  17S1. 

P.  8.— We  request  you.  if  possible,  to  obtain  the  original  certlflcates  of  Rev.   P. 

De  Wind,   and   to  send  them   to  us.     Rev.    Harderwyk   has  promised   to  send   us 

tQthentic  copies  of  the  Acts  of  the  Classls  of  Neder  Veluwe,  and  a  further  report 

with  Information  in  reference  to  P.  De  Wind.    When  we  receive  them,  we  will  also 

•end  them  to  you. 

Postscript. 

Resolutions  of  the  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe,  May  12,  1751, 
oonceming  Peter  De  Wind,  Vol.  30,  page  207,  No.  137. 

Artide  47.     Strict  Examinations: 

It  waa  repreaiented  to  this  Meeting,  that  In  th»  Journal  of  January  1751.  it  was 
Kported  that  a  certain  Peter  De  Wind  was  pi-rempMr  examined  hy  the  Rev.  Classls 
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of  AniMcrdBiD.  bnvln=  bivn  palled  as  [laitor  to  B«rge«  and  Btaten  laland  In  Stw 
Nettierlanil,  and  th:it  be  bad  bef-n  sect  tbitbpr.  Thia  I>«  Wlod  la  described  a>  a  cu- 
dldalo  In  the  C]HBi<la  of  Npder  Vpluwe.  Not  only  tbis  el rcniDB lance  waa  a  natter  tl 
BUrprlBp  to  tbla  AsbediIiIt.  but  there  waa  nlao  rMelvKd  a  letter  from  Rev.  John  Tta 
der  Vorm,  a  pastor  at  AmRterdam  and  ooe  at  tbe  Comiulttee  on  Foreign  AMn, 
wherelD  It  waa  statpd  that  De  Wind  also  preaoated  to  tbe  Rer.  Claaala  of  AuMai- 
dam.  a  roiij-  of  a  chnrch  certlflrate  from  IteT.  Peter  Wynatok.  paator  at  HaTdenrrt, 
uuder  Ibe  aBBunjed  dale  of  Feb.  X.  1749.  But  this  De  Wind  hat  never  been  knvwa 
aa  a  member  by  the  Consliitiirj  of  narderiryk,  nor  baa  he  ever  even  commnnleatsl 
wllb  tbem;  muc-b  le<<s  hnB  Ker.  Wjnstok  ever  handed  blin  a  EertlBcate  to  that  eBaei 
It  IB.  morpoTer,  stated  In  Bald  letter,  that  od  Feb.  K  ITU,  he  waa  fonilabed  witb  Ua 
TeMllnumlum  Emmlala  el  Aimlnslonlg.  as  candidate,  bj  Rev.  Aleuudei  UedenbMh. 
Ulerk  of  our  Claaala.  Our  Aaaembly,  having  learned  all  these  things  with  great  nr- 
prlae;  and  having  delllterated  aa  to  Its  course  of  action  In  order  to  connteract  ncfe 
evil  conduct  whereb;  tbe  Ciasals  of  Amsterdam  baa  been  ao  sadly  Impoaed  on.  vUla 
a  noiorlouB  falBebood  baa  been  practiced  upon  the  Claaala  of  Neder  Velnwe:  la  oaanl- 
mously  of  tbe  opinion  that  these  clrcamBtancea  ahoald  all  be  entered  opoD  on 
Journal;  vis,.  That  Peter  De  Wind  has  never  been  known  br  the  Bev.  Claaala  al 
Neder  Veluwe.  much  leas  examined  or  admitted  aa  a  candidate,  according  to  tka 
atatement  made  In  oar  Jonmal.  by  report.  In  Jan.  V!Sl:  and  tbat  a  copy  Of  Oiu  aotta 
be  BCDt  to  Hev.  Van  der  Vorm,  for  tbe  uae  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  or  Ita  0»b- 
mltt«e  on  rorelin  Affairs. 
That  thIa  copy  agrees  anbatantlall;  with  tbe  orlglDBl.  I  teallt;. 

Theodoma  Floor.  V.  D.  U.  at  Heeide.  and  Scribe 
of  tbe  Claasla  of  Neder  Telnwe.  I 
Col 

James  Tyken.  Dep,  VI.  Amat. 


Olabsis  of  Austkbdam. 

Aoto  of  tlie  Deputies  and  ^eir  Correspondence. 

May  3,  1751.     The  Olasais  of  Amaterdara  to  the  Worthy  Oon- 

aistory  of  Kingston.     Vol.  30,  No.  124,  page  20». 

Rev,  Sir,  Beloved  Brother:  and  tbe  olhpr  members  of  Conalatory: 
Worthy  Men  and  Brethren:— 

From  tbe  two  letters  addreBScd  by  you  lo  ua,  tbe  one  of  April  »,  and  the  otber  of 
Dec.  10.  1750,  we  perceive  that  various  complaluls  are  made  to  a»,  particularly  con- 
cerning tbe  conduct  of  Bev.  Guetscblua  at  tbe  Pals.  (New  Palts.)  and  ot  tbe  action 
of  Coetus  concerning  tbe  CDnalBtory  of  KluRKton.  (Tou  aay)  tbat  tbe  former,  (Qoet- 
acblDa)  haa  administered  tbe  Lord's  3upper  at  the  Pals,  to  those  who  bad  t>een  een- 
aured  for  lh«lr  atubbom  ailberence  to  John  Van  Drleasen;  that  be  (GoctacblnaTl 
avowed  tbat  be  did  this  by  order  of  Coetns:  tbat  Coetoa  Itself,  without  explaining 
the  reason,  why  (he  Pals,  being  nealtal,  should  belong  to  Kingston,  had  given  tbe 
letter,  (written  by  your  Reverence  lo  Rev.  RKscninl  to  the  Pals,  by  Rev.  Pretmoeth, 
wtio  Instituted  and  ordained  a  Conalatory  there,  etc.,  etc.— Now  you  re^jneat  of  na  a 
decisive  answer  ajid  Judgment  upon  three  different  matters,  with  tbe  threat  that 
yon  will  otherwlae  go  to  Synod,  and  present  tbe  matter  for  declalon  there.  Yon  give 
also  three  reasons  why  you,  the  same,  continue  to  refnae  Bubmlsalon  to  Ooetvs, 
while  yon  desire  to  remain  directly  subordinate  to  as. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  bear  contlnaally  of  these  aopledHont  relatlona,  persistent  and 
growing  more  aggravated,  between  you  and  tbe  Ooetna,  We,  Indeed,  mnst  acknowl' 
edge  that  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Goetschlas.  as  represented  to  UB  by  you,  does  not 
seem  to  be  at  all  commendable.  The  three  reaannx  presented  by  yon  to  prove  tha 
dependence  of  the  Pals  upon  Kingston,  are  very  agreeable  to  na:  but  we  do  not 
know  bnt  tbat  on  the  Other  hand,  iumething  might  be  adduced  wblcb  would  weaken 
these  arguDiMita. 
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The  Coetus,  (as  there  was  no  one  present  to  represent  the  Pals.)  gave  the  letter 
containing  these  ressons  to  Rev.  Frelenmoeth,  and  commissioned  him,  (\t  he  should 
Und  that  the  Pals  was  an  Independent  congregation,  and  not  subject  to  Rev.  Man- 
diis).  to  provide  the  same  with  a  lawful  Consistory.  This  he  did.  according  to  your 
letter— Although,  Indeed,  there  is  in  this  transaction  something  which  we  do  oot 
oommend,  as  It  is  represented  to  us;  yet  we  can  pronounce  no  decisive  Judgment 
apon  the  same  until  we  shall  have  heard  what  may  be  said  by  the  other  side  In 
defence — Justice  requires  this— Therefore  we  request  you  to  give  us  time  to  await 
the  answer  of  Coetus  to  our  letter  to  them,  lest  the  Coetus  should  also  have  reason 
of  complaint  against  us. 

We  notice  with  satlsfactiou.  that  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  is  not  unwilling  to 
allow  the  Pals  to  separate,  when  the  same  may  be  brought  about  according  to 
Chnreh-Order.  We  are  also  verbally  Informed  that  the  distance  between  the  two 
pisecs,  together  with  the  growth  of  the  Pals,  render  such  separation  necessary. 
Wherefore  we  hope  there  may  be  found  a  way  for  removing  the  estrangement  which 
hss  arisen  through  occasion  of  this  (proposition  to  separate),  and  that  we  may  give 
you  such  satisfaction  as  may  be  proper. 

Nevertheless  we  can  (not)  omit  to  say  that  it  Is  our  opinion,  that  this  unpleasant- 
ness wonid  never  have  arisen,  or  at  least  would  have  been  greatly  mitigated,  if  you 
had  heeded  our  former  admonitions,  and  not  persistently  set  yourselves  in  opposi- 
tion to  Coetus.  but  had  united  therewith.  It  is  difficult  also  for  us  to  comprehend 
how  this  refusal  can  be  consistent  with  your  yet  repeated  profession  of  esteem  and 
subordination  to  us.  We  wish  that  we  had  seen  the  proofs  of  said  profession,  or 
that  we  may  yet  see  the  same  in  your  compliance  with  what  we  consider  our  well- 
founded  wishes  in  the  matter. 

We  think  that  we  can  see  great  benefit  from  the  plan  suggested.  It  would  cer- 
tainly facilitate  matters  when  complaints  were  made  against  a  private  person,  to 
have  them  presented  for  decision  before  those  who  could  best  decide  them.  For  an 
appeal  to  our  Classis,  in  case  of  a  supposed  grievance,  always  remains  open. 

If  you  had  a  better  understanding  of  the  manifold  troubles  that  we  have  had  with 
foreign  churches,  (especially  should  each  one  of  them  desire  to  deal  with  us  sepa- 
rately), we  would  not  now  be  troubled  with  your  request  that  you  might  have  deal- 
ings only  with  us,  (the  Classis).  and  be  permitted  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  Coetus. 

Thus,  so  far  as  we  remember,  we  have  touched  upon  and  replied  to  the  principal 
topics  of  your  letter.  In  proof  that  we  have  (not)  lost  you  out  of  our  eye  or  heart, 
however  difficult  such  a  separate  correspondence  may  be  to  us.  And  although  we 
are  greatly  interested  in  maintaining  the  Coetus.  nevertheless  we  would  dislike  to 
see  a  Consistory  which  is  not  subordinate  to  the  same,  have  any  Just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  it.  We  now  conclude,  praying  that  the  Supreme  may  multiply  his 
blessings  upon  your  persons  and  micistry;  yea.  may  he  make  his  favor  constant  to 
length  of  days,  even  to  eternity. 

We  remain. 

(Signed  as  above.) 
Id  our  Meeting. 

May  3.  1751. 


Moravian  Chtrch  in  New  York.     May  23,  1751. 

May  It  please  your  Bzcelieucy 

We  Deputies  of  the  Unitas  Fratrum  his  Majestys  Dutlfuil  and  Loyall  Subjects 

being  duely  Sensible  of  the  freedom  and  Liberty  of  Conscience  we  Enjoy  under  the 

Govenimeut  of  so  good  and  mild  a  King  as  also  under  the  Government  of  your 

Excellency  Hereby  beg  Leave  to  acquaint  you  of  our  Intention  of  Building  a  Church 

in  this  City  for  the  publlck  Worship  of  God,  in  which  we  Humbly  hope  for  your 

Kzcellency's  Fatherly  Care  and  Protection. 

We  are  your  Excellency's  Dutifull  Humble  Servants. 

Owen  Rice 

Rudolphus  Van  Dyck. 
New  York  May  23rd.  ITSl. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Hi.  pp.  621.  622. 
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[.ToHN  ARUiLins  Wbbjiio  [Wbesich], 
8tat«>mcnt  of  ihe  Churches  of  the  "  River  "  (Mohawk)  and  "  Stone 
Arabia."  July  14,  1751.  (Original  in  Qerinan.) 
We,  the  uiKleraigned  of  the  united  CouaiBtory  of  the  Biver  and 
Rbme  Arabia,  do  hereby  declare  that,  having  repeatedly  examined 
and  made  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  papers  of  our  Pastor,  we 
acknowledge  him,  and  (^<m3ider  him  worthy  of  his  office,  and  to 
indicate  our  satisfaction,  we  subecribe  lliis  with  our  own  hand& 

St^in  Kabien,  (Stone  Arabia.) 
July  14,  1751. 
Peter  Lntz 
Johannes  Schnell 
Henrich  Fehling 
Johann  Jost  Schnell 
Severiniis  Deigert 
Wilhelm  Wermouth 
Henrich  Laucbe 
("Caspar  Kock 
Peter  Kremp« 
Gottfried  Helmer 
Friderich  hellinger,  Junior. 
Friederich  Bellinger 
Johann  Leonhardt  Helmer 
HCTirich  Merkel 
Qeorge  Koppemoll 
Dieterioh  Lauchs 


Jacob  Kraus 

Adam  7..auch8 

Conrad  Kutz 

Friedfrieh  Gebmann 

Johannes  Wallerat 

Johann  llenrirh  Klodt 

Wilhelm  Lauchs 

Wilhelm  Koppemoll 

.rohaniies  Krempa 

Leonbiirdt.  Helmer 

Robert  (Jerder 

Adam  Wabel 

Johann  Henrich  Riemenschneidet 

Johannes  Schnell.  Junior 

Henrich  Lauchs,  Jimior 

Johannes  Fehling. 

X32  names]. 


[See  letter  of  ClaAsie  to  Ooetus,  July  17,  1752.] 


St.  Geobqb's  Chapkl,  New  York. 

■cqnalntFd  tttli  BoHrd 


Junk  4,  1751. 


had  r> 


"  Mr.  UllTer  Ve  Lane  . 
Sir  Prter  Wirren.  directing  him  10  pay  one  hundred  pounds  Bt^rllng  towunis  ine 
bnlldtDK  of  St.  George'*  Chappell.  and  desiring  It  11  wan  not  Inronalatent  with  tba 
Ralea  of  Iba  Chnreh  tbat  a  pew  might  be  appoloted  tor  Sir  Peter  and  hia  Femilj  la 
rase  tbej  sboald  eome  to  tni*  conntir:  and  Mr.  De  Lancy  arqualnted  tbii  Board 
that  be  waa  ready  to  pay  tbe  aald  money  as  tbla  Board  aboald  onler." 

— Dli'a  Ulat.  Trinity  Cbareb.  p.  M. 
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AOTS  OF  THK  ClABSIS  OF  AhBTSBI>AH. 

Letters  from  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbeig- 
1T51,  July  19tb.  Art.  13.  The  Deputati  ad  res  Exteraa 
report  a  letter  from  Rev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbei^  to  Rev.  Brouwer, 
BTittCTi  from  New  York,  Nov.  1,  1749,  and  another  letter  from 
the  satne^  dated  Jan.  3,  1751.  The  Kev.  Deputati  are  requested 
to  furnish  the  Assembly  at  the  next  Classis  with  suggestions, 
(pre-advice)  thereon,     xii,  245. 

Synodalia. 

Typographical  Errors  in  Bihies, 

Psalm-books  and  Liturgies.* 

Art  20.  The  Classis  is  of  opinion  that  great  care  should  be 
given  to  that  which  obviously  militates  in  print  against  the  prin- 
ciples which  the  translators  probably  laid  dou'n  for  themselves  in 
their  translation;  and  that  consequently  such  errors  ought  to  be 
rorrected  and  avoided.  This  would  be  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  all  the  oorreeponding  Syno«ls  as  well  as  to  the  greater  praise 
of  our  (Dutch)  version: 

1.  Wherever  the  name  Jehovah  occurs  in  the  Hebrew  text,  the 
iransktors  employed  the  name  LORD,  (HEERE)  in  capitals. 
Swertheless  that  name  is  found  at  Isaiah  45:  21,  and  Zephaniah 
i:  2,  in  noall  type,  (not  in  capitals). 

t  Those  grave  linguists  used  no  supplementary  words  and  no 
pan^itheses,  where  the  original  text  had  the  same  word  which 
Apt  had  translated  elsewhere  without  parenthesis  or  a  supple- 
■wntary  word.  It  is  therefore,  unnecessary  at  Hos.  9 :  2,  to  place 
■■ilf  the  word  threshing-floor  in  a  parenthesis,  thus;  (threshing) 
floor;  Dutch,  (dorsch)  vloer: — or  to  print  the  half  of  it  in  a 
different  kind  of  type,  while  the  whole  word  is  printed  without 
*ny  such  distinctions  elsewhere,  as  at  Hos.  9 :  1  and  3 :  3.t 

'Thnt  books  were  used  In  New  York  it  thU  time  by  thv  Datcb, 
TU  Hebrew  the  word  "floor"  otilj.  waB  ospcl,  while  we  (In  Sngllsh)  generiiLLr  sae 
UmhlDg-floor".  It  would  seem  thai  the  proof-readera  of  the  Bible  of  the  trans- 
^raiD  un.  bad  taken  certain  llbertlea,  not  In  hannony  with  the  tmnalatorB"  own 
pwiriM.  Tbe  Dutch  BIblee  and  other  books  of  that  date  were  geaerallv  printed 
S  <M  Qemun  text,  and  wbere.  In  EnglUb.  wi-  oee  Italic*,  to  make  a  illstlnctloi:i. 
"tt  rmploj  our  plain  Romaa  t;pe. 
67 
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3.  Even  as  these  lingui^  did  not  deure  to  otait  anything  from 
the  text  that  ought  to  be  translated;  bo  they  did  not  introdoce 
anything  into  their  version  which  was  mmeoessaiy.  Yet  in  Isuah 
45:  22,  the  conjunction  and  (ende)  is  foi^tten;  and  in  Job.  40: 
1,  the  Hebrew  reada  only  "  J%e  Lord  answered  Job  "  while  in 
OUT  rendering  there  is  added  from  chap.  38 :  1,  "  out  of  the  thun- 
der" (uit  eea  onweder),  witliout  placing  it  in  a  parenthesis.* 

4.  It  is  suppoeahle  that  what  had  to  be  exprsBsed  in  a  paaain 
sense  (or  voice),  according  to  the  Hebrew  Niphai,  they  woold 
not  translate  in  an  active  sense  (or  voice)  in  Kal;  especially  when 
the  sense  of  the  translation  also  reads  better  in  the  Passive.  Now 
at  Isaiah  28 ;  13,  stands  "  break  "  whidi  should  be  "  are  broken  ". 
In  Hebrew  it  reads  venishharu  and  not  yeshdberu.     (  T13E'3V»iid 

not  n5|f:  ). 

5.  It  may  also  be  assMled  that  these  linguists  would  not  have 
written  "the"  (Dutch,  de)  in  plaoe  of  "of  the",  (der),  as  in 
Psalm  68:  26,  "in  the  midst  the"  for  "in  the  midst  of  the" 
("  in  't  midden  de  ",  for  "  in  't  midden  der  ",)  as  probably  may 
be  read  in  the  autographa,  while  the  Hebrew  TllD  (tok)  is  in 
atatn  constructo.     xii.  248,  249. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ahbtkbdau. 
SynodaUa. 
(Mariniis  and  Tohnathan  Du  Boia.) 
1751,  July  19th.     The  Classia  also  makes  known  to  the  Chris- 
tian Synod  that  one  David  Martinus  (Marinus)  a  student,  pro- 
vided with  laudable  certificates  was  examined  in  Pennsylvania 
by  the  Revs.  Schlatter,  Weiss,  and  Leidich.     They  wrote  ahoot 
this,  their  examination  of  him,  to  the  Coetus  at  New  York,  (and 
asked  that. Coetus)  to  permit  him  to  preach,  without  administer- 
ing the  sacraments  at  Acquieghnonck,  ( Aquackononck,  now  Pas- 
saic), even  as  the  Coetus  of  Penusylvania  had  given  permissioD 
to  Jonathan  du  Bois,  examined  in  the  same  way,  to  preach  in 
•Bat  tee  laij  11,  1TG2. 
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Bucks  OoTinty,  (Pa.)  Of  the  former  the  Classis  is  still  awaiting 
aooount  The  latter  fact  has  already  been  oommnnicated  to  us 
by  Be^.  Schlatter  in  name  of  the  (Pennsylvania)  Coetus.  The 
Classis  would  gladly  see  that  in  this  case  (of  Marinus)  this 
(courtesy)  be  conceded  to  that  church.*     xiL  252. 
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Acts  of  th»  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  27-Auo.  5, 1761. 

Vol.  63. 

Article  2. 

Bey.  Michael  Schlatter  gave  a  good  testimony  concerning  the 
abandoned  wife  of  Rev.  (P.  H.)  Dorsius. 

Article  36. 

Classical  Changes. 

Dismissed  to  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  in  New  Netherlands 
Rev.  PietQr  De  Wind.  As  candidate,  he  presented  good  testi- 
monials fnm  Bev.  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe.  He  took  his  final 
examination  Jan.  12,  1751.  But  after  his  departure  very  un- 
favorable reports  have  come  in,  full  information  about  which 
cannot  as  yet  be  given. 

(Much  additional  information  in  these  Synodical  Minutes 
about  Bev.  Schlatter  and  Pennsylvania.) 

Church  Union. 

In  r^ard  to  the  combination  of  the  German  Churches  with 
the  Scotch  Presbytery,  etc : 

Last  year  our  idea  concerning  the  Scotch  Presbytery  and  the 
ecclesiastical  standing  of  Pennsylvania  differed  greatly  from  the 
idea  we  have  of  that  (union)  now,  through  certain  reports.  For 
at  that  time,  we  understood  the  Scotch  Presbytery  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  Church  Order,  Discipline  and  Forms  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  which,  according  to  its  Confession,  printed  in  the 
Latin  Collection  of  the  Confessions  of  all  the  Reformed  and 

^/Tbat  the  licensare  of  the  Pennsylyanla  Coetus  be  recognised  by  the  New  York 
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Lutheran  Churches,  do  not  materially  differ  from  our  DoetrinB 
and  Forms.  But  now  it  becomes  known  that  the  Scotch  Free- 
bytery  is  not  only  entirely  independent,  but  without  Forms  of 
Doctrine  and  Liturgies,  ao  that  neither  now,  nor  ever,  can  one 
be  sure  of  its  opinions. 

It  is  known  also  now  that  through  the  instrumentality  of  'Rev. 
Schlatter,  there  have  been  organized  there  Coetnal  ConventiooB, 
which  might  be  r^arded  as  Classes.  By  means  of  these,  proviaioD 
can  be  made  against  the  dispersion  which  was  feared,  especially 
when  the  Coetus  can  be  made  to  correspond  with  the  (Dub^) 
Church  of  New  York,  through  which  it  might  be  enabled  and 
obliged  to  correspond  with  the  Deputies  of  both  Synods. 
We  should  thus  guard  against: 

1.  The  anxiety  concerning  purity  of  Doctrine  which  might 
otherwise  arise  from  the  CMnbination  with  such  Fresbytery. 

2.  The  question  whether  they  should  come  to  us  or  we  to  them. 

3.  The  question  as  to  how  much  or  how  little  they  should  have 
to  say  about  our  ministers  and  ministries,  and  we,  in  turn,  about 
theirs. 

4.  The  jealousy,  which,  in  the  course  of  time  is  always  bom 
of  the  combination  of  two  different  nationalities. 

But  as  the  Rev.  Deputies  have  written  to  Rev,  (Ghialtenis)  Du 
Bois  in  New  York,  about  Fennsylrania  matters  in  this  and  other 
respects,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  final  action  on  this 
particular  thing  might  be  postponed  until  answer  from  Rev.  Da 
Bois,  together  with  the  views  of  Rev.  Deputies  in  both  Synods 
shall  have  come  in  for  their  consideration  and  judgement 

(1).  That  Rev.  Lisc^y  be  ordained,  and  also  the  two  Dutdi 
candidates,  David  Marinus  and  Jonathan  Du  Bois,  after  previous 
examination,  etc.,  etc. 

(The  remainder  of  this  Synod's  action  relates  exclusively  to 
Pennsylvania,  etc) 
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Church  of  New  York. 

Delegates  to  the  Coetus. 

New  York,  Aug.  19,  1751. 
At  the  regular  session  of  the  Consistory  held  before  the  oele- 
bration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  elders  Abrm.  LefFerts  and  Abel 
Hardenbroek,  with  Christian  Bancker  and  J.  Bosevelt  as  alter- 
nates, were  chosen,  to  sit  with  the  ministers  at  the  session  of  the 

CoetoB,  to  begin  Sept.  10,  1751. 

J.  Ritzema. 

Correspondence  from  America. 
Peter  de  Wint  to  Rev.  Theodore  van  Schelluyne,  Aug.  20,  1751. 

Portfolio,  New  York,  Vol.  ii. 

Bergen.  Aagust  20,  1761. 
Rev.  Tbeodoms  Van  Sohellnyne, 

Rer.  Sir:— 
This  letter  is  to  let  your  Rev.  know  of  my  arrlyal  here  after  a  very  stormy  voyage. 
Jeborab  be  praised  for  delWering  ns  ont  of  every  danger.    My  desire  Is  that  this 
letter  may  find  your  Rev.  as  also  your  family  In  health,  of  which  I  shall  be  always 
glad  to  be  Informed. 

Iffy  dear  Sir,  I  took  np  my  studies  again,  In  1748.  at  Harderwyk.  Finally.  I  asked 
the  Professor  for  a  Testimonium  Llngnamm  et  Thcologlae.  These  I  obtained,  to 
present  tbem  to  the  Rev.  Olassls  of  Harderwyk  (Neder  Veluwe)  with  a  view  to  my 
eiamlnatlon  for  licensure.  It  happened  of  an  evening  that  a  certain  minister  came 
ti>  my  room.  I  Informed  him  of  my  purpose  and  told  him  that  I  wished  to  be  exam- 
ined before  long,  as  after  three  weeks  I  was  to  leave  again  for  the  West  Indies. 
Thereupon  this  gentleman  asked  me  whether  I  would  not  accept  a  call  In  case  I 
•hoald  receive  one.  My  answer  was.  No,  as  Indeed  It  had  never  entered  my  mind 
to  accept  a  call. 

Thereupon  that  same  minister  said  to  me:    "Why  should  you  be  put  to  such  a*n 

ezpoise?   I  can  give  you  a  Testimonium  which  will  be  valid  for  your  preaching  as 

a  candidate.'*    **Your  time  Is  also  short**,  said  he:  "the  Classls  does  not  meet  for 

tfz  or  seven  weeks;  therefore  It  Is  best  to  accept  this  offer."    I  asked  him  In  turn. 

If  be  Intended  to  sign  the  paper  himself.    He  repllc^l,  that  he  would  not,  but  that  he 

vofQld  get  the  signature  from  the  minister  who  this  year  was  appointed  for  that 

pvrpoHe.    He  said  that  this  would  be  as  good  as  If  I  had  been  examined,  seeing  that 

I  did  not  Intend  to  accept  a  call  ^y  way.    Upon  his  advancing  several  other  reasons 

I  lire  thereto  my  consent;  and  two  or  three  days  later  be  handed  me  the  Testl- 

noQlum.    I  asked  blm  how  much  I  owed  him  for  his  trouble;  and  his  reply  was  that 

he  vould  be  satisfied  with  what  ever  I  was  plensed  to  give  him.    I  bad  not  supposed 

tlttt  he  would  take  anything  from  me:  but  this  was  the  present  I  made  him— six 

dwats.   I  was  obliged  also  to  promise  him  that  I  would  never  speak  of  the  matter 

^fm,  at  Harderwyk,  though  I  was  at  liberty  to  show  the  Testimonium  in  other 

Plaees.  It  was  thus  that  this  thing  came  to  pass,  as  I  can  truthfully  testify. 

To  be  brief:    I  came  to  New  York  and  presented  my  Testimonium  to  the  ministers 

^tt  which  I  had  received  from  that  particular  minister.    Thereupon  they  asked  me 

to  preach,  which  I  did;  and  thus  have  I  come  to  preach  here  several  times.     My 

*0CTM8ing  teal  forced  me  frequently  to  beseech  God,  If  It  so  pleased  Him,  to  place 

**over  some  people  as  their  minister.    So  I  applied  to  the  Coetus  over  here,  and 

'^Qiieeted  their  Revs,  to  write  to  the  Hev.  Classls,  asking  that.  If  It  should  happen 

^t  I  should  receive  a  call  over  here,  I  might,  after  presenting  my  Testimonium,  b« 
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WM  extended  to  ine  by  ibp  rhnrrbea  of  Bersen  nnd  Slaten  iBlniid  which  I  uecepted  | 
In  tbe  tear  of  Ood.  pnylng  Qod  tbat  tie  mlgbt  enable  me  to  leam  more  and  mew*  «l 
hli  wars,  ao  that  I  might  be  an  example  to  those  orer  whom  I  iboald  be  appolnlai. 
Now  then.  Re*.  Sir,  to  come  to  the  leal  matter.  ImmedUtelr  after  the  Coetna  hai 
read  to  me  the  Irtter  not  allowlDg  me  to  be  examined  for  the  mlnlEtry  hen.  I 
reaolTed  to  betake  mrielf  to  the  Hot.  Classl*.  aa  with  the  coDsent  of  my  chiucbta 
I  have  done. 

You  Ber.  can  eaallr  nnderatand  that.  If  I  had  certainly  known  that  tUa  my  Tesd- 
monlnm  from  that  certain  minister  of  Harderwyk  waa  not  valid,  t  woDid  D«t  »•* 
have  applied  to  year  BoTS-:  since  It  coold  easily  haye  been  foond  oat  at  Harderwjh 
wfaether  or  not  It  waa  all  right.  Bat,  since  I  ha*e  been  decelTed  In  this,  a>  I  mam 
Ood  to  he  the  case.  I  humbly  request  the  Key.  Olassla  not  to  reject  me.  althongb  I 
am  consclooa  that  yonr  Beys,  haye  suncleot  reason  to  do  so.  As  I  haye  been  ta 
siKfa  great  expense,  deal  with  me  now  In  a  bn>therlj  spirit-  I  throw  mysell  npoa 
yonr  fatherly  fsTor.  It  would  canse  me  deep  grief  to  be  by  yonr  Bets,  cnt  oB  from 
these  charches  of  mine.  For  I  And  tbat  my  preaching  In  these  chnrches  baa  nM 
been  In  Tain,  but  Is  followed  by  the  blesaing  of  Qod.  In  my  charches  on  Statsn 
Island  thei«  were  many  who.  while  they  were  wltbont  a  pastor  tiad  gone  orer  tn  tkc 
BngUab  chorcfaca,  and  many  also  to  the  Hermhnttert.  Bnt  tbey  rejoiced  wbaa  I 
came  among  them,  and  tbey  have  all  come  back  to  my  preaching.  I.  therefore  play 
God  tbat  be  may  faror  me  with  his  grace  to  pieach  the  Qoapel  among  them  In  lor*; 
and  thus  It  It  be  possible,  lo  lead  those  who  are  still  walking  In  byways,  back  ts 
Christ  Jesn*  by  Qod's  help. 

Be  assured,  Hav.  Blrs,  that  from  the  testimony  of  others  yoa  may  leam  all  aboal 
me,  that  I  am  Inclined  to  peace,  and  that  I  perform  my  daty  as  a  mtulater  ooxkt 
And.  U  yonr  Bey.  sbonld  And  It  otherwise,  I  woald  not  think  It  so  hard  to  hare  my 
licensure  declared  Illegal. 

Thna  I  anticipate  a  tatherly  and  fSTotable  reply,  that  I  may  perform  my  mlolatry 
with  greater  Joy,  for  jour  Revs,  can  nndentand  well  enongh  that  I  mnst  be  some- 
what ancomfortable.    My  consolation,  howeyer,  depends  on  yonr  fraternal  alTectloa. 

Possibly,  BeT.  Slt«.  yon  woald  moch  like  to  know  who  that  person  Is  who  gave  me 
those  papers.  Had  I  not  lost  or  Else  torn  op.  the  letter  which  I  reeelTed  from  him, 
while  I  was  In  Amsterdam.  I  woold  send  It  on  to  yon.  This  wonid  show  tbat  hs 
made  me  nnderstand  that  I  mast  not  mention  his  name.  It  would  be  a  dlOcilt 
matter  now  to  prove  this  abont  him.  Therefore  I  dare  not  name  him  or  make  Urn 
known. 

rnrtber:    1  wlah  for  every  blessing  from  Qod  apon  year  Bevs.,  yonr  tamtlleB  m4 

yonr  work.    May  Ood  spare  yon  all  togetber,  each  one  In  hla  own  place,  ovet  wUeh 

yon  have  been  set  as  ailnlsters  for  tbe  bnllding  np  of  Christ's  CSinicb  and  the  win- 

ning  of  many  sonls!    With  this  I  remain  wttb  all  reverence  and  respect. 

Very  Bev.  81  rs. 

Sour  ever  willing  servant, 

Pleter  de  Wlnt 

N.  B.— Hy  dear  Mr.  T.  Van  Schelluyne;  I  began  this  letter,  addraaalng  tt  to  yoi 
alone,  bnt,  aa  I  went  on  writing,  I  thought  tbe  time  might  fall  me  to  write  a  sspa- 
rate  letter  to  the  Bev.  Claula.  It  Is  for  that  reason  that  I  addre«s  what  follow*  t* 
tbelr  BevB.  aa  well.  8o  t  ask  yonr  Bev.  that,  when  my  matter  conies  np,  yon  wtD 
show  this  letter  to  tbe  Rev,  Clauls  and  oblige  me  who  calls  himself, 
Very  Bev.  BIr, 

Yonr  Rev's. 

P.  B.— After  I  had  written  tbis  tetter  and  showed  It  to  the  Bets,  dn  Bola  aW 
RItlelna  aa  well  as  Mr.  Banker,  snd  read  the  same  to  them,  they  were  not  aatltfed 
with  It,  bat  reqneated  me  to  give  the  name  of  that  certain  minister.  To  whlek  t 
replied  that  1  wonld  t>e  glad  to  give  hla  name,  bnt  that  I  had  lost  the  letter,  witttiB 
In  bis  own  band,  by  which  I  wonM  be  able  to  prove  that  he  waa  the  penon  frsM 
whom  I  got  mr  Testimonium.  I  stated  to  the  ssid  gentlemen,  that  I  did  not  dartk 
for  that  reason,  to  give  hla  name,  as  now  It  wonld  be  a  dlfflcnlt  matter  for  me  I* 
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proTe  the  fact.  HoweTer,  at  their  repeated  request,  I  could  not  refune  to  fflve  that 
minister's  name;  as  I  also  hereby,  do,  with  a  tme  and  sincere  belief  or  confession. 
i?ow.  iKridtns  myself  at  all  times  ready  to  declare  nnder  oath,  that  that  certain 
minister  was  Rer.  Petms  Wynstok.  Bnt  whether  he  obtained  the  Testimonium  from 
RpT.  MedenlMicb.  I  do  not  know,  for  I  know  nothing  of  Rev.  Medenbach. 

So  I  remain, 

Your  Rev's,  obedient  servant, 

Pleter  do  WInt. 


Acts  of  the  Deputies.     (About  Sept.  1751). 

Letter  from  New  York,  by  Revs.  Du  Bois,  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde, 

dated  May  10,  1751. 

(Abstract) 

Notwithstanding  the  agitations  of  Satan  to  hinder  the  proclama- 
tioQ  of  the  Oospel,  it  seems  that  the  Lord  is  willing  to  grant  an 
open  door  to  the  Word,  over  there,  and  wishes  to  give  more  Dutch 
ministers  to  that  English  Colony.    The  flourishing  church  in  New 
York,  where  nine  men  are  now  laboring,  may  serve  as  an  evidence 
thereof;  as  well  as  the  open  country.     Three  churches  over  there 
have  cast  their  eyes  upon  three  young  men  who  are  studying  there : 
These  are  Barend  Vrooman,  for  New  Paltz,  cum  annexis;  Jacob 
Frielinghuysen,  for  Marmel,   (Marbletown),  cum  annexis;   and 
Ferdinand  Frielinghuysen,  for  Kinderhook.     Upon  each  of  these 
three,  a  full  call  has  been  made  out  by  the  churches  named,  and 
they  are  making  ready  for  the  journey  to  Holland,  in  order  to 
present  themselves  before  our  Classis.     The  hope  and  wish  is, 
that  they  will  give  us  satisfaction.    This,  they  doubt  not,  because 
of  the  generally  excellent  reports ;  and  they  look  forward,  with 
longing,  to  the  proper  time,  in  the  expectation  that  their  work 
will  be  blessed.    They  say,  in  particular,  regarding  the  Church  of 
New  Paltz,  that  some  time  ago  the  aid  of  Coetus  had  been  re- 
quested, that  they  might  obtain  a  lawful  minister;  that  protection 
is  desired,  against  the  irregular  action  of  Kingston,   which  has 
placed  some  of  them  under  the  ban;  and  that  they  had  allowed 
Van  Drissen  of  Amsterdam  to  preach,  although  this  authority, 
the  consistory  of  Kingston  had  arrogated  to  itself,  claiming  that 
that  church  belonged  to  it.    Rev.  Manciua  had  written  a  letter  to 
Ker.  Ritz^na  about  it,  which  was  also  handed  over,  by  him  to 
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Coetus.  Afl  to  the  partii^wlars  of  that  letter,  and  how  it  waa 
answered  by  the  said  churches,  they  can  not,  indeed,  exaotly 
dedaro,  since  that  letter  is  in  the  hands  of  Fryenmoet,  and  the 
answer  has  not  yet  arrived.  They  say  that  the  people  of  the  Palte 
had  never  entered  into  the  slightest  eocleeiastical  relation  (or 
union)  with  Kingston,  although  some  of  them  must  have  been 
received  as  members  there,  and  allowed  their  children  t«  be  bap- 
tized there,  etc,  as  long  as  they  could  not  secure  a  minister.  The; 
thought,  therefore,  that  we  (the  Clasais)  ought  to  give  no  heed 
'  to  Kingston's  complaint,  much  lees,  tbat  its  call  should  be  sus- 
tained. Especially  was  this  so,  because  not  only  New  Faltz  vil- 
lage, but  also  a  committee  from  two  other  associated  villages,  had 
addressed  Coetus,  and  requested  the  approval  of  the  call.  They 
submitted  themselves,  with  the  minister  called,  to  Coetus,  and 
asked  their  intercession  with  the  Classis,  etc  That  document  was 
signed  by  the  delegates  and  ten  consistory-members.  They  by 
that  Claseis,  therefore,  will  acknowledge  the  lawfulness  of  their 
call,  and  qualify  the  called  one,  if  found  capable.  They  conclude 
with  salutations,  xxiii.  51,  55. 
Back  end  of  Vol.  xxiii. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdau. 
The  Letter  from  Rev.  Wynstok. 
1751,  Sept  6th.     Art.  9.     As  Peter  de  Wind  had  not  yet  been 
received,  he  shall  be  written  to  about  it  in  the  name  of  Classis. 
Quod  factum,     xii.  254.      [See  May  12,  1751.] 

Letters  from  Rev.  E.  T.  Hoevenberg. 

Art,  10.     In  regard  to  theee  letters,  the  Depp,  ad  res  Exterss 

brought  forward  their  suggestions  (pre-advioe)   and  the  draft  of 

a  reply.    This  was  approved  by  the  Assembly,  and  will  be  sent  to 

him  in  a  letter.    Quod  factum,    xii.  254. 
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Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hovenberg, 

Sept  6,  1751.     Vol.  30,  page  218,  No.  127. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Much-beloved  Brother: — 

We  safely  received  your  two  letters,  the  one  dated  New  York, 
November  27,  1749;  the  other  Jan.  3rd  1750,  but  without  men- 
tion of  place ;  also  two  other  letters,  sent  successively,  but  neither 
dated  nor  signed.  The  contents  of  them  have  been  communicated 
to  Classis,  which  sincerely  pities  your  imfortunate  condition,  yet 
does  not  find  a  way  to  serve  you  in  any  of  your  requests.  By  our 
Conunittee  we  conferred  about  your  business  with  the  Honorable 
Directors.  The  reply  was  as  we  anticipated :  "  Oentlemen,  we 
have  done  with  that  case;  we  will  not  trouble  ourselves  further 
about  it." 

We  wish  from  the  heart  that  the  Lord  would  grant  you  light 
and  sanctified  powers,  that  you  might  please  him  in  all  things, 
edify  the  Church  of  Grod,  and  work  out  your  own  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling. 

We  sign  ourselves, 

Signed  as  above. 
In  Classical  Assembly, 

Sept.  6,  1751. 

The  Lutheran  Church  of  Newburoh,  N.  Y.,  Succeeded  by 

the  Church  of  England. 

Petition  of  Colden,  Albertson  and  others  for  the  Palatine  lands 
at  Newburgh.     Sept.  6,  23,  1751.     (See  March  3,  1752.) 

To  his  Excellency  the  Honorable  George  Clinton,  Captain  General  and  Goveroor 
ta  ClJief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon  Depending  In  America 
^ice  Admiral  of  the  same  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  His  Majesties  Fleet 
etc 

In  Comcil 

The  Hmuble  retltlou  of  the  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  Land  above 
tbe  Highlands  at  a  place  called  Qnalssaick  now  commonly  called  Newbargh  Patent 
In  Ulster  Cotmty. 
Most  hombly  sheweth 

Thtt  while  Lord  Fjovelace  was  Governor  of  this  I*rovlnce,  he  had  promised,  (Pur- 
*nMt  to  an  Instruction  from  the  late  Queen  Anno  or  a  letter  from  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  State),  a  Grant  to  nine  Palatines,  of  a  tract  of  land  above  the  Highlands,  at 
n  place  Called  Qnalssaick:  aiid  Accordingly  the  Hame  was  Surveyed  by  the  then 
^v?eyor  General,  and  laid  out  In  nine  Lotts  for  them,  with  a  Glebe  of  five  hundred 
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trrea  (or  Uwir  Ulnlstpr:     Thp  whole  Tract  OontnlnlDS  tw< 

ind  DiDetr  Acrei.    Bnl  nathtng  (nrtlipr  itbi  done  Ihervln  during  thr  life  at  Lord 

Ldvelace.  Dor  doring  the  GoTemment  Of  Brigsdler  Hunter. 

Bat  after  hli  Departure  fnjm  tbi*  PcKfEnce.  Coll.  Peter  acbayler  then  Prealdent 
of  tlie  Coaacll,  on  tbe  Blghteeoth  of  December.  1113.  b;  Letters  Patent  of  that  date. 
Qnnted  Bight  of  tbe  Lotti  lo  laid  out  to  Eight  of  the  nld  PaUUnea  and  tbelr 
famines:  and  the  ninth  Lott  to  one  Bargber  Urndertse,  a  Black-Smith,  wbo  had 
pnrcbaaed  a  Right  of  one  of  (he  lald  Palatines;  Aod  ttj  the  lame  Letters  Patent 
Gruited  to  Andrle*  Volck  and  Jacob  Webber  and  their  lacceBsora  (oreTer-ai  Troi- 
teea  for  tbs  Benelttt  of  a  LulberaD  Hllil«ter,  to  have  the  Care  of  Soala  of  Ibe 
lababltaota  of  the  aame,  two  tbonaand  one  hundred  and  olnetT  aerea  of  Land.  ■ 
atel>e  of  Ave  bandred  acres  of  the  same  Tract.  To  Hold  the  said  Olebe  to  tbem  m 
flrat  Trnitee  Daring  tbelr  natural  LItm,  and  tbelt  Sacceasors  forever.  Bot  tor  the 
Sole  use  ot  a  Latbeian  Ulnlster  to  have  the  Care  of  Bonla  of  the  Inhabltanla  of  the 
sanw  tiro  thonsand  ooe  hundred  aod  ninety  acres  of  Land;  and  npon  tbe  Death  or 
Absmce  of  the  Tnutees  or  their  SDCceasors.  It  should  be  Lawtnll  tor  all  the  Ishablt- 
anls  of  the  aame  Tract,  being  Uales.  and  above  the  Age  of  tweat;  one  rears,  lo 
meet  upon  the  Glebe  Land,  and  by  Majority  of  voices  to  Blect  other  Tinsteea  Id  tbe 
room  of  those  Dyeing  or  RemoTeIng,  which  persons  so  choaen  should  be  Trasteea  at 
tbe  sanic  Glebe  Lands. 

And  farther  Granted  That  the  Mid  Trustees  and  their  socceasora  forever  there- 
after, should  be  ooe  Bod;  Politick  and  Corporate.  In  P^ct  and  In  Name,  ot  the 
Troateea  of  the  Palatine  Pariah  ot  Qnassalck.  and  by  that  name  to  Sue  and  be  Sosd, 
etc.,  with  Power  to  the  Truateea  for  the  time  being  to  Lease  the  aald  Olebe  I^nds 
or  any  part  thereof,  bot  for  no  longer  term  tban  Seven  Years,  at  any  one  time;  and 
by  the  same  Grant,  one  pepper  Cora  oaly,  per  Annum,  was  Reeerred  as  a  Qoitt  B^t 
for  tbe  said  Ave  hundred  acres  of  Land:  Which  Orant  of  the  said  Glebe  Lands  yonr 
Petlllonen  Conceive  was  In  order  to  Bncourage  other  Palattne  Family*  to  settle 
and  Improve  olber  Vacant  Lands  near  to  tbe  aforesaid  Tract; 

But  ao  far  was  It  from  bavlng  tbe  Bflect  Intended,  Tbat  sometime  after  the  Pass- 
ing tbe  said  Grant,  all  the  said  Palatine  Famllys  sold  tbelr  several  Lotts  In  the 
said  Tract  to  your  petitioners  and  those  under  wbom  tbey  Claim,  and  they,  with 
tbe  aforesaid  Tmsteea,  Removed  Into  the  County  of  Albany  or  some  other  parts; 
Aad  yoar  Petitioners  further  shew,  That  the  said  Truslees  being  so  Bemoved.  The 
Male  Inbablunts  of  the  aald  Tract  above  the  Age  of  twenty  one  Yean,  on  the 
Twenty  Third  Day  of  June  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  oue  thoosand  seven  bandred  and 
forty  seven,  met  upon  the  snld  Glebe  Land,  and  by  Majority  of  Voices  Elected  yonr 
Petitioners,  Aleznoder  Cnlilen  and  Richard  Albertson.  Trustees  of  said  Olette  Land, 
wbo  took  the  Possession  thereof.  Bnl  as  your  Petlllnncis  are  all  Engllah  Pr«te«t- 
BDta,  the  Grant  of  the  said  Glebe  If  conllned  lo  the  use  of  a  Lntheran  Minister  only, 
would  t>e  entirely  nseleaa.  But  your  Petlllonen  are  Advised  and  Conceive.  Tbat  If 
Ihe  Palatines  had  continued  on  the  aforesaid  Tract,  and  they  or  their  Descendants 
had  conformed  lo  tbe  Cbarch  of  England,  Tbey  might  have  called  and  cfaOHn  a 
Minister  of  the  Church  of  England  lo  have  the  care  of  Soals  there,  wbo  woold  bi 
that  ease  have  bad  the  beneai  and  nae  of  tbe  aforesaid  Qlebe  Lands.  And  that  If 
the  said  Palatlan  coald  have  done  so,  Conacqaently  his  Majesty's  Nalurall  Bon 
iJDbJecta  who  now  by  pnrcbase  Succeed  the  said  Palatines  In  the  right  tbey  had  In 
the  same  Lands,  may  do  the  same. 

And  yonr  Petitioners  Do  also  fnrther  shew  Tbnl  the  Trustees  of  tbe  said  Olebe 
Lands,  having  Power  by  the  said  GranI  to  Lieaae  the  said  Lands  for  no  longer  Term 
than  seven  years,  Prevents  the  same  being  Improved,  or  of  that  advantage  that  It 
might  be.  had  they  the  power  to  Grant  three  Hundred  Aeres  thereof  forever  lu  acre 
l.otts.  Reserving  no  less  than  Ave  Shillings  tor  each  acre  as  a  Rent  forever;  WhKb 
Rent  would  In  part  Snpport  a  Proteslaul  Minister  and  Schoolmaaler  to  have  tbe 
Care  of  Souls  and  the  Inslractlon  of  the  Children  of  yonr  Petltionere  and  the  nelgb- 
boarlDg  Inhabitants;  and  the  Remaining  two  hnndred  acres  thereof  wonld  be  saffl- 
cleDt  for  such  Minister  and  Schoolmaster:  and  had  your  Petltloneta  Power  to  Hold 
a  Fair  cm  the  said  Lands,  on  Ibe  Second  Tuesday  In  April  snd  October,  annnally.  II 
would  not  only  be  an  advantage  lo  your  Petitioners,  bat  to  all  tbe  Inhabitants  ot 
that  and  the  Neighbouring  Counties. 

Wherefore  your  Petltlonera  most  humbly  pray  RIs  Majesties  Orant  and  Conflrma- 
llon  of  tbe  aforesaid  Five  Haodred  Acres  of  Land  lo  Ihe  present  Trustees  and  tbelr 
Hoccewora  to  be  Chosen  Punuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  aforCMtd  Grant  with 
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such  further  Power  and  under  such  Reffulatlona  and  Reetrlctions  as  to  your  Bxcel- 

lenej  and  Cooncill  shall  seem  proper. 
And  jour  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Bver  Pray  etc. 

Bdmiind  Goncklln.  Jr.  Caklass  Leveredge 

Willtam  Ward  Henry  Smith 

Jacob  Wendel  William  Mitchell 

Jamea  Denton  Alex  Coiden 

WUllam  Smith  Nathan  Furman 

Richard  Albertson  Daniel  Thuston 

Thomaa  Ward  Michael  Demott 

Joh.  Wandle  Duncan  Alexander 

September  eth,  17il. 

PiOTlDce  of  I  88.    Samuel   Morell  of  the   County  of  Ulster  In   the  said  Province, 

New  York,    j  Teoman,  of  full  age,  being  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Brangelists  of 

Almighty  God,  Deposeth  and  salth.  That  he  was  present  on  the  twenty  third  Day 

of  Jnne  In  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  Seyen  Hundred  and  Forty  Seven,  on 

the  Glebe  at  or  near  a  place  called  Quassaick,  in  Ulster  County,  aforesaid.  Granted 

o  thla  Deponent  is  informed,  in  trust,  to  Andriea  Volck  and  Jacob  Webber,  by  her 

Majeatlea  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  eighteenth  Day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our 

Locd  one  thousand  seven  Hundred  and  nineteen.    When  the  majority  of  the  Male 

Inhabttanti  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  Granted  by  the  said  Letters  Patent,  who  were 

above  the  Age  of  Twenty  one  years,  being  Assembled  on  the  said  Glebe  made  choice 

of  Alexander  Golden  and  Richard  Albertson  to  be  Trustees  for  the  said  Glebe 

aceording  to  the  Directions  of  the  said  Grant;  and  that  the  Said  Alexander  Coiden 

and  Richard  Albertson  have  ever  since  acted  as  Trustees  for  the  said  Glebe  Lands. 

Samuel  Morrell. 
Sworn  thla  2Srd  of  September  1751  before  me 

Cadwallader  Coiden. 

Province  of  1  8S.    William  Ward  of  Ulster  County  in  the  said  Province,  Yeoman, 

New  York.     '  and  Margaret  his  wife,  both  of  full  age,  being  Duly  Sworn  upon 

the  Holy  JBrangellBt  of  Almighty  God,  Depose  and  say:  that  they  very  well  remember 

Andriea  Volk  and  Jacob  Webbers,  the  First  Trustees  of  the  Glebe  at  or  near  a  place 

called  Qnaasalck,  in  Ulster  County,  mentioned  In  the  before  written  affidavit  of 

Samuel  Morell:  That  upwards  of  Twenty  years  ago  the  said  Andries  Volk  and  Jacob 

Webbeis  removed  to  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  after  their  Removal,  no 

other  Tmsteea  (were)  chosen  for  the  said  Glebe,  until  the  twenty  third  day  of  June 

la  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  seven,  when  the 

hihabltants  of  the  Tract  of  Land  Granted  to  the  said   Andries  Volk  and  Jacob 

Webbers,  (In  Trust  for  themeelves  and  other  Palatines),  by  Letters  Patent  Dated 

tbe  eighteenth  Day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  Hundren  and  nineteen,  being 

malea  abore  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years,  assembled  upon  tbe  said  Glebe,  and  by 

a  majority  of  votes  Ohose  Alexander  Coiden  and  Richard  Albertson  to  be  Trustees 

o(  the  said  Glebe,  according  to  the  Directions  of  the  said  Grant:  and  these  Depon- 

oitB  further  say  That  all  the  said  Palatines  to  whom  the  said  Tract  was  Granted. 

or  their  Descendanta,  have  sold  and  Disposed  of  their  rights  in  the  said  Grant,  and 

u  thsy  rerily  believe  to  English  Protestants,  and  that  not  one  person  professing  the 

Lutheran  Religion  now  Resides  upon  any  part  of  tbe  said  Tract,  except  This  Depon- 

CBt,  Margaret  Ward,  who  was  formerly  entituled  to  Fifty  Acres  of  the  said  Tract. 

wlilch  these  Deponents  long  since  sold  and  Disposed  of:  and  the  said  Margaret  Ward 

further  saith.  That  she  is  now  willing  and  Desirous  to  conform  to  the  Church  of 

Bofland  as  by  Law  S«8tabli8hed. 

her 

William  Ward,    Margaret  X  Ward. 

mark 
Bworn  this  28rd  of  September  1751  before  me 

Cadwallader  (3olden. 

BBdorsed.    The  Petition  of  Alex  Coiden  and  others  praying  that  the  600  a.  of  land 

formerly  granted  to  Trustees  for  Malnt.  of  a  Lutheran  minister  at  Quaissaick  in 

ITlttar  (3onnty,  may  be  granted  to  the  said  A.  Coiden  4  R.  Albertson,  in  Trust,  for 

tks  liaint.  of  a  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England  and  a  Schoolmaster.    1751  Nov.  4, 

Bead  and  Granted.    In  Council.    G.  Banyar,  D.  Clk.,  Con. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  111.  367-9. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Correspondence  from  America, 

The  Coetus  to  Eev.  J.  Arondeus,  Sept.  9,  1751. 

Dear  Sir:— Since  the  members  of  the  Rev.  Ck>etiis.  who  are  now  in  the  city,  have 
seen  fit  to  open  the  letter  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  they  find  that  the  con- 
tents thereof,  so  far  as  concerns  yon  and  yonrs,  have  already  in  part  been  made 
known  to  yon  by  the  Rev.  Assembly.  Hence  they  counsel  yon  and  yonr  friends  to 
present  yourselves  tomorrow  afternoon  before  the  Assembly,  in  the  Consistory 
Chamber,  In  order  to  hear  what  the  Assembly  may  have  to  make  known  to  yon  In 
the  name  of  the  Classis,  and  to  propose  fnrther. 

Wherein  we  remain,  in  the  name  of  all, 

Tonr  obedient  servants, 

(Signed,)  O.  Dn  Bois 

J.  Ritiema. 
Gollatnm  Concordat. 


Acts  of  the  Cobtus,  hbld  at  New  Yoblk,  Septembsr  9-17, 

1751. 

In  Acts  of  Classis,  Vol.  xxii,  259.     Referred  to  xxiv,  13. 

Tuesday,  September  10 — Forenoon. 

1.  Opening  of  the  Assembly.— The  Rev.  Coetns  was  opened  with  prayer  by  tlie 
President  of  the  last  meeting.  Domlne  Van  Slnderen  succeeded,  car  ordine,  as  Prsal- 
dent;  bnt  the  Rev.  Assembly  Judged  It  more  becoming,  since  the  disputes  in  Long 
Island  were  to  come  upon  the  table,  to  defer  his  Presidency  until  a  future  occasion. 
Domlne  Van  Sinderen  assented,  and  Domlne  Ooetschlus  became  President,  to  whom, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Assembly,  Domlne  Du  Bois  was  Joined  as  Adsessor. 

Members  Present. 

Dom.  G.  Dn  Bois,  Elder,  Abra.  Leflterts. 

••  R.  Erickson,  "  H.  Bennet. 

"  Haeghoort, 

••  J.  Schuyler, 

**  J.  Ritzema.  "  B.  Bancker. 

"  B.  Melnema.  *•  J.  Du  Bois. 

"  W.  Van  Sinderen.  *•  Ab.  Lott. 

•*  J.  H.  Goetschlus.  "  J.  Brlnckerhoff. 

"  J.  Leydt.  **  H.  Fisher. 

"  B.  Van  Der  LInde.  **  J.  Steg. 

"  C.  Fryenmoet.  "  A.  Van  Kamp. 

*•  L.  De  Ronde.  "  J.  Roosevelt 

•*  J.  Frelinghnysen,  **  8.  Van  Arsdalen. 

•*  P.  De  WInt.  ••  J.  Van  Houten. 

J.  Haring.  of  Tappan,  G.  Van  Wagenen,  of  Aquackanonck. 

2.  New  Members.— Dom.  L.  De  Ronde,  with  his  elder,  asked  to  be  received  as 
members  of  the  Assembly,  which  being  put  to  vote,  was  unanimously  granted.  Dom. 
John  Frelinghnysen.  with  his  elder,  made  the  same  request,  with  the  same  result 

3.  Reading  of  Letters.— The  things  which,  by  order  of  the  Coetus.  had  been  sent 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  were  read,  and  afterwards,  the  replies,  etc.,  of  the 
Classis. 

Dom.  Ritzema,  who,  with  his  Rev.  Colleagues  and  some  other  members,  assembled 
yesterday,  had  opened  the  sealed  letter  from  Amsterdam,  and  was  appointed  to 
advise  Arondeus  and  his  party  to  appear  before  the  Assembly  this  afternoon,  read 
the  contents  of  the  letter  sent  to  him.  The  postman  brought  back  a  verbal  reply. 
Arondeus  said  that  the  letter  should  be  sent  to  him  tomorrow  by  Dom.  Ritsemm; 
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tint  be  should  not  appear  before  the  Coetna;  that  possibly  bis  Consistory  might 
appear  on  Thursday;  but  still,  be  declared  that  be  wonld  not  omit  to  perform  minis- 
terial service  In  Kings  Coonty. 

4.  It  waa  ordered  that  the  letter  sent  to  Arondena  shonld  be  recorded  In  the  book 
of  the  Coetns. 

Reaoived,  To  meet  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.;  wherenpon,  the  Assembly  separated  with 
thanksglylng  to  God. 

Afternoon  Session. 

1.  A  New  Member.— After  Invocation  of  the  Lord's  name  by  the  Rev.  Prraident, 
Dom.  De  Wlnt  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 

1  Reading  of  the  Mlnntes.— The  Mlnntes  of  the  last  Coetns  were  read,  as  were 
also  those  of  the  forenoon  in  which  one  word  was  altered,  viz.,  cite  for  advise. 

3.  Commissioners  from  Millstone  [Harllngen]  and  Rarltan.— Dom.  Prellnghnysen 
stated  to  the  Coetns  that  Rynler  Vechte  was  present  as  a  commissioner  from  a 
meeting  at  Millstone,  in  order  to  make  an  end  of  the  matters  in  controversy  there. 
His  varloas  papers  were  laid  npon  the  table,  and  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  appointed 
for  considering  them. 

Another  commissioner  was  present  from  the  so-called  dissatisfied  at  Rarltan  and 
North  Branch,  in  order  to  have  an  end  pnt  to  the  dispute  between  them  and  the 
congregation  of  Dom.  John  Prellnghnysen.    His  papers  also  were  presented. 

4.  Protest. — Dom.  Haeghoort  presented  a  protest  against  the  Coetns,  because  It 
aporded  redress  to  a  congregation,  bnt  not  to  a  minister;  because  of  some  of  Its 
proceedings;  especially,  because  of  the  E!xtraordlnary  Clerk,  Dom.  Du  Bols;  and 
also,  because  It  had  never  been  as  completely  approved  by  the  Classls  as  it  ought 
to  be. 

5.  Citation  of  Arondeus.— It  was  resolved,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  once  more  to 
request  Arondeus,  in  a  friendly,  brotherly,  and  earnest  letter,  to  appear  before  the 
Goetns  oo  Thursday  morning. 

Hereupon  the  Assembly  separated,  with  thanksgiving  to  Ood.  TemjhSM  OonvtnUu 
appointed  at  nine-o'clock,  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  September  11 — Forenoon. 

1.  Minutes.— After  calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
session  were  read. 

3l  Oyster  Bay.— A  communication  from  both  parties  at  Oyster  Bay  was  presented, 
of  which  the  first  portion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  second  taken  Into  further  con- 
ftideratlon. 

3.  (Ad  8  3  of  the  foregoing  session.)  Millstone  [Harllngen]  Case.— The  papers  of 
Rynler  Vechte  were  read  by  Dom.  Prellnghuysen,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
there  were  in  the  congregation  of  Millstone  two  Consistories:  the  one  of  the 
so-called  dissatisfied,  and  the  other  of  Dom.  Prellnghuysen;  and  that  the  two  parties 
were  Inclined  to  unite.  The  so-called  dissatisfied  proposed  to  the  Consistory  of 
Dom.  Prellnghuysen  that  one  elder  and  deacon  from  each  side  should  with  Dom. 
Prellnghuysen,  choose  an  elder  and  a  deacon  from  bis  side,  and  that  these  then 
should  conatltute  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation  of  Millstone.  To  this  Dom. 
Frellngfauysen  acceded,  with  the  reservation  that  the  elder  and  deacon  from  the 
dissatisfied  should  first  be  chosen  and  ordained,  (anew.)  and  then,  with  the  remain - 
log  elder  and  deacon,  choose  the  others.  Por  this  position  he  assigned  thefle  reasons: 
L  That  although  they  were  a  Ck>nsistory.  they  were,  notwithstanding,  not  his  Con- 
flstory.  2.  That,  in  making  the  union,  they  made  the  half  of  the  (Consistory,  while 
they  did  not  constitute  one  third  of  the  people,  nor  pay  one  third  of  the  expendi- 
tures. 8.  That  he,  whether  he  attached  himself  to  one  side  or  to  the  other,  would 
put  himself  Into  the  fire.  4.  That  the  establishment  of  the  so-called  dissatisfied  Con- 
■istory  obscurely  represented  him  and  his  (Consistory  as  unlawful,  who  therefore 
offered  to  prove  to  the  Coetus  that  the  former  constituted  a  Consistory,  in  a  Con- 
sistory, and  a  congregation  in  a  congregation.  5.  That  the  consequences  would  be 
bad.  Notwithstanding,  he  trusted  that  the  dispute  now  so  nearly  settled  would  be 
flnished  by  the  Coetus,  to  whom  he  and  his  friends  referred  themselves. 
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Rynier  V«cbts  ma  laiilopd  aKBlost  thF  rMecratioD  of  Oom.  FrellDgbaTWD.  tl^ 
tbe  DUlon  mnn  be  lortned  Ln  tbe  way  tbej'  bad  offered,  and  anlsned  tbeae  rMKHUl 
1.  That  the;  were  n  IjiwFdI  CcDalatorr,  eaUbllshnl  b;  tbe  order  ol  tbe  Clasali  tt 
Amaterdam.  1  That  there  was  do  CODalatorr  In  a  CoDSlstorr.  beosnae  Dom.  Ft*- 
Ilii|bii7>eu  waa  mtnlster  ouly  of  BariUn.  North  Branch.  S\i  Mile  Rnn.  and  Nav 
Bnmawlck.  and  therefore  Qot  of  UlllBlane.  x  That  the;  dotibt  that  the;  consUtuK 
bot  a  third  of  tbe  people:  oad  at  leaat.  tbej  can  well  bear  a  tblnl  of  the  eipenaca. 
■iDfe  tber  hare  a  piece  or  tbe  cbarcb  land  In  tbeir  poaaessloa,  *.  That  It  Hema  a* 
DiUDltable  (bins  Id  Dom.  Fretlaghojaen'i  reaerratlon.  that  oar  whole  Coaalatoi7 
ahoDld  reaign,  t.  Tbal  our  Conalatorr  waa  formed  moch  earlier  than  Doni.  Frelioi- 
horaeD'B,  Bad  tberefurv  what  he  aaja  of  oa  la  applicable  to  blmaelf.  I 

Here  tbe  Assembly  aeparaled  wltb  tbankaclTliis  to  God,  lo  men  at  tbive  o'cleidk, 
P.  M. 

Afterooon  SessitoL 

L  Hllletone  Caae.— After  calllns  npon  tbe  name  of  the  L>ord  and  tbe  reading  of  tte 
HlnDtea,  this  caae  iraa  reaumed.  After  tuatore  deliberation.  It  waa  cmiclnded  tkat 
two  eldera  and  two  deacona  of  Dom.  FrellnghaTiea,  with  one  elder  and  one  doaCiOB 
Of  tbe  dlnatlafled,  ahonld.  together  with  Dom.  FrellDgbDTaMi,  ehooae  an  eMcr  tnl 
•  deacoD  fn»D  tbe  Dumber  of  tbe  dlaaatliOed.  who,  belDg  ordaloed.  odb  elder  ani 
ODe  deacon  of  Dom.  Frellngbiiraen.  and  tbe  reat  of  tbe  dlaaatlafied,  aluMlld  rsIsb: 
and  tfaoa  the  two  newlf  chosen,  together  with  the  four  RDialulng  onea  «f  Dob. 
FrcllDgbDraeD.  sbonld  be  conaldered  tbe  ConalatorT. 

1  J,  A.  Wemlch.— John  Aemllloa  Wenlch  preeented  Tadona  matter*,  ontlj  aad 
In  writing,  to  the  Aaaembly.  Tbeae  were  rcferml.  for  fnrtber  InQOlir,  lo  •  eoB- 
mttte«.  coDBlatlng  of  the  Bct.  Ueasrs.  Ijeydt.  Frrenmoet.  and  FrallngbQTMn.  wb» 
were  to  report  tbereoD. 

I.  North  Branch  (SeadlDgton.)— Tbla  caae  It  waa  detennUied  ahoold  be  takea  at 
to-mamw.  The  Anemblj  aepanted  wltb  thankaglTlng  to  God,  to  meet  to-monow 
at  Dine  o'clock.  A.  U. 

Thursday,  September  12 — Foreoooo. 

1.  Prelim InBTT-— After  calling  npon  the  name  of  God  and  readlDit  the  Ulnatea,  tbe 
qoeatlon  waa  treated,  wbetber  Dom.  Baegboort  ahoold  make  a  farther  eladdatloii 
of  biB  proteat. 

1.  Dom.  Haegboort'i  Protest.  At  the  re^oeat  of  the  whole  Aaaembl;,  Dom.  Haeg- 
hoort  baa  nndertakea  to  preaeat  In  writing,  daring  the  preaeat  meettog,  aach 
farther  elacldalloD  of  bta  protest. 

3.  North  Branch  and  Batlun.— The  decision  of  tbe  Be*.  Coetna  waa,  that  tbe 
dlaaatlafled  sboald  choose  ODt  of  their  own  aomber  alx  peraona:  that  Dom.  FreUsg- 
hnyaen,  with  hia  ConalBtorr,  should  chooae  two  ont  of  the  ali,  I.  c.,  an  elder  and  ■ 
deacon,  who,  being  ordained,  two  of  Dom.  Frellngbnjaea's  CoDslator;  ahoold  realgn; 
wbereapoo.  the  former  being  sBBOclated  with  tbe  teat,  ahonld  be  recognised  as  the 
Coiinlitorj:  all  expenaea  to  be  borne  Id  proportion  by  each.  So  ahBU  all  error  and 
dissatisfaction  be  done  anaj'  at  once. 

Hert^n  tbe  Aasemblr  separated,  wltb  thanksglTlng  to  God.  The  Tempvt  Oomvnttm 
ID  b^  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

1.  (Jommon lea tlooa.— After  calling  open  the  name  of  tbe  Lord,  the  MInntea  werr 
read.  A  letter,  Josl  recelTCd  from  Amsterdam,  was  laid  npon  tbe  table.  A  copy  «f 
a  letter  from  P.  Wyoatock  waa  taken  up  od  rtferaidum;  also,  the  case  of  John  Vaa 
Drieasen,  of  which  the  Clerk  la  to  make  mention. 

I.  Appearance  of  Arondena'a  Frieuda.— The  frleads  of  Dam.  Arrmdeoa,  naned 
Philip  Nagel,  John  Lott  Daniel  Bodet.  and  Jacob  Remsen.  entetvd  tbe  houae,  aad 
being  asked  whether  Dom.  Arondeoa  were  In  the  city,  answervd.  that  tb^  did  not 
know;  that  tber  came  not  In  hIa  name,  but  In  that  of  the  Conalatorr  oolr.  Tha 
queatloD  waa  repeated,  with  the  same  anawer. 
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The  Rer.  Adseflsor,  Dn  Bole,  read  to  them  from  the  letter  and  an  abstract  of  the 
retotutioD  of  the  BeT.  Claasis  of  Amsterdam  concerning  the  matter  of  Arondens, 
ind  ois<ed  powerfal  motives  to  Induce  them  to  listen  to  the  adylce  thus  glTen.  Bat 
to  the  question  whether  they  woold  submit  to  the  anthorlty  of  the  Coetns,  they 
tepllcd  by  asking  for  copies  of  the  above  letters.  This  was  refused.  Again  being 
isked  whether  they  wonld  snbmlt,  they  requested  time  for  further  deliberation. 
Dom.  Do  Bols  said  to  them,  Bemsen  having  gone  away,  that  they  should  appear. 
Bach  with  an  answer,  to-morrow,  between  twelve  and  three  o'clock.  If  the  minister 
sras  willing  to  come  with  them  on  Monday,  the  Cootus  would  sit  on  that  day;  but, 
tf  not,  they  would  proceed  with  the  matter  to-morrow  evening. 

3.  Case  of  Wemlch.— The  committee  on  this  matter  made  a  report,  and  It  was 
Dooclnded  that  he  should  furnish  copies  of  his  documents  to  the  Ooetus,  that  they 
nnay  send  them  to  the  Glassls  of  Amsterdam,  and  add  some  further  explanations. 

Friday,  September  13th — ^Forenoon. 

L  Case  of  De  WInt.— After  calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  the  Minutes  were 
read  and  approved.  The  case  of  De  WInt  was  taken  up,  and  It  was  resolved  that 
Dom.  De  Wlnt  appear  before  our  Assembly  at  three  o'clock.  Dom.  Van  Der  Llnde 
andertook  to  make  this  order  of  the  Coetus  faithfully  known  to  him.  and  It  was 
leeordlngly  Intrusted  to  him. 

1  The  Falta.— Dom.  Fryenmoet  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Palta  what 
had  been  done  there,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  Ooetus  for  the  faithful  exe- 
cution of  the  work. 

t.  (Ad  i  S  of  the  foregoing  session.)  Wemich.— He  performed  what  the  Assembly 
required  of  him,  and  In  like  manner  will  the  Bev.  Ooetus  seek  to  fulfill  Its  promise; 
tad  he  was  so  Informed. 

Whereupon  the  Assembly  separated,  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  In  the 
iftemoon,  at  three  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

1.  Complaint  of  Muiellns.— After  the  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer,  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Emeritut,  Musellus,  of  Tappan,  complaining  of  the  lack  of  an  ade- 
quate support.  The  elder  from  Tappan  being  asked  about  the  case,  answered  that 
Musellus  did  not  come  to  church,  although  he  had  been  enjoined  to  do  so;  and  that, 
when  spoken  to,  he  replied  that  he  never  would  come,  etc.;  and  that  he  treats  even 
the'  new  minister  and  some  of  his  followers  very  improperly.  MuseUus  himself 
acknowledged  In  a  letter  to  Dom.  Du  Bols  that  for  Important  reasons  he  did  not  go 
to  church.  .  The  conclusion  of  the  Coetus  was,  to  write  to  Musellus  and  the  Consis- 
tory, directing  them  to  conduct  themselves  properly  and  fairly  to  each  other  in  all 
things. 

Sl  Case  of  Arondens.— The  friends  of  Arondeus  being  called  upon,  reported  that 
Dom.  Arondeus,  on  account  of  being  now  Involved  In  many  difficulties,  excused  him- 
self from  appearing  at  present  before  the  Ooetus,  but  that  he  would  use  all  palna 
to  appear  on  Monday,  or  certainly  at  the  farthest  on  Tuesday,  either  in  person  or  by 
writing.  He  would,  as  he  said,  spare  no  labor  to  remove  the  hindrance  which  stood 
hi  his  way.  and  the  present  reporters  promise  to  do  the  same.  Dom.  Du  Bols 
replied  to  them.  In  the  name  of  the  Assembly,  that  the  Ooetus  would  sit  on  the 
coming  Monday,  and  that  whatever  friends  of  Arondeus  might  appear,  he  himself 
would  be  expected,  or  at  least  a  statement  of  his  purpose  In  his  own  handwriting. 

Z.  Dom.  Haeghoort's  Protest.— Dom.  Haeghoort  handed  In  a  further  elucidation  of 
his  protest. 

4.  Case  of  De  Wlnt.— A  copy  of  P.  Wynstock's  letter  and  an  extract  from  a  very 
Important  letter  of  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  were  read  to  De  Wlnt.  and  he  asked 
by  the  President  what  he  had  to  say  In  reply.  He  brought  so  much  to  light  In  hiM 
own  letter  that  the  Coetus  found  Itself  constrained  In  all  conscience  to  suspend  him 
from  the  ministry  of  the  sacraments,  until  further  light  should  come  from  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam,  whose  advice  It  was  hoped  to  receive  more  at  length  upon 
the  case. 

5.  (Ad  f  3.)  Beading  of  the  Elucidation.— The  elncldatlon  of  Dom.  Haeghoort's 
protest  was  read. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  uieet  again  on  Monday,  at  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M. 
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Monday,    September   16 — Forenoon. 

1.  UrvtaloD  Di»on  the  Pralett.— Alter  rHillne  upon  the  nampor  tbp  Lord,  itiv  Mlnnm 
w^rc  read  iDd  ap|>niT«l.  Dom.  HaFgboort's  eLucldntlou  of  bin  protest  belfiR  Iskd 
np.  It  HBS  coDclodtd  to  rpfpr  It  lo  a  commlllH-  to  make  lliplr  oommpDta  apnn  It.  ut 
write  to  the  CUhbIs  nf  Amsterdam,  provldpd  (hat  tbe  romnillte»  lay  Ibelr  npoct 
npoD  tbe  table  o(  tbt  next  meetiDK,  so  that  It  Ibey  sball  proce  lo  bare  yielded  IM 
macb,  tbere  may  bi-  mi  niip^rl  unity  ol  relrai'tlDg.  Meesn  Du  Bola,  Rltiema.  and 
BBDOker  wei*  appointed  the  eomtnlttee,  nm.  nw. 

X  Cane  of  Dp  WInt.— Tbls  n-na  taken  Inio  fnrtber  conal deration. 

3.  Reqneat  Imm  Bergeu.— The  i;on«lstory  of  BpcBf"  ni'nv  In.  irlih  a  rejioeat  for 
iDlOnDatlon  teapeetlng  tbe  caae  of  De  WiDt.    It  wan  Klrea  to  them. 

4.  Request  from  De  ^Int.— Tbis  was.  thai  tbe  CoetDS  would  susprad  bim  endrel). 
But  foraeelug  many  iroubli^ii,  ahould  that  «inr«e  be  preferred,  tbe  Coetos  took  IlM 
pnypoaal  dd  referenduoi. 

Ttmput  rtncenfiM  appointed  for  balf  paat  three  o'elcck,  P.  M. 
Separated  witb  tbankaglTlag. 


Afternoon  Session. 

1.  Approval  of  a  School -leacber.— After  cslllni;  npon  tbe  name  of  tbe  lord,  a  co«- 
fUDDteatlon  waa  brought  upoa  tbe  table  from  a  school -leacber;  wbleb  belog  apprOTtd, 
aald  persoD  was  recommended  for  his  work. 

Tbe  Conalatory  of  Btaten  Island  having  biouKht  fonrard  vorloux  matters,  tbroogk 
Dom.  De  Wlnt,  It  was  decided  thai  If  they  found  tbemeelvca  In  any  degree  burdened 
by  this,  they  sboald  have  leave  to  eome  directly  before  the  Coetua. 

I.  (Ad  I  4  of  foregoing  session.)  The  request  of  V.  De  Wlnt  was  taken  In  baad. 
but  the  Aasembly  rested  content  In  the  declalon  already  made. 

3.  The  Clrele  of  Bergen  and  Staten  laliind.— The  Inquiry  wna  made.  To  what  Clrele 
these  congregations  should  belongl    The  answer  given  waa.  to  the  New  York  Clicle. 

4.  Docnments  In  De  Wlnt's  Caae.— Tbe  letters  and  other  matters  concerning  Dr 
Wlnt  were  delivered  to  tbe  Kitraordlnary  Clerk,  lo  be  forwarded,  without  aelectlon. 
to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

5.  Appearance  of  Arondeua.— Dom.  Arondeus  I'ntered.  with  hia  friends.  Dr.  Dn 
Bols,  In  a  aultable  oSlclal  addrena.  Inquired  If  tbey  Intended  to  conduct  tbemielves 
according  (o  all  ecclesiastical  usage;  lo  wblcb  Arondeus  answered.  Yes.  Tberenpon. 
Dom.  Do  Bols  read  the  extract  from  the  resolntlon  of  the  Claaala  of  Amsterdam, 
and  asked  whether  they  would  peacefully  coDforin  thereto:  to  which  Aroudeos  and 
hla  friends  present  answered.  Vea.  and  that  very  readily.  Dom.  Van  Slnderen  and 
Mr.  Lott  were  asked  If  they  were  authortied  to  act  for  thetr  congregations.  They 
said  that  they  were,  bnt  only  as  sitting  In  the  Coelns.  and  must  consult  their  coo- 
gregatlona  upon  tbe  subject.  Being  further  asked  as  to  their  personal  views,  each 
answered  aatlstactorlly  for  himself,  that  he  was  much  Inclined  to  peace.  Snpposhig 
tbi*  to  be  the  case,  tbe  Rev.  Ur.  Du  Bols  asked  Arondeua.  J.  Lott,  NskcI.  J.  Renia^. 
Jeremiah  Hemsen.  John  Nostrand.  Daniel  Bodet,  L.  Lefferts.  N.  Folkertse,  K. 
Veghle,  A.  Van  Der  Bill.  W.  Leeten.  Rutgers  Van  Brunt.  Sen'r  and  Jun'r.  and 
A.  Polhemns,  If  tbey  would  herein  submit  to  the  Coelus:  all  these  persons  being 
present,  agreed  to  the  same,  and  answered.  Yes. 

G.  Arondeus  Temporarily  Silenced.— The  question  being  put  whether  Arondens, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  the  Claasls  of  Aniiterdani.  should  abstain  from  all 
ministerial  service  In  l>otb  connlle*  of  IjOng  Inland,  until  peace  Bhould  be  restored, 
and  be  be  lawfully  called  there  as  a  minister.  It  was  answered  In  (be  alDrmatlve. 
Tbe  Coetua  also  enjoined  npon  Dom,  Van  Slnderen  and  bla  friends  not  to  blasen 
abroad  a  triumph:  nor  sbould  he  boast  of  the  matter,  but  In  and  out  of  the  pulpit 
bear  hlmaell  tn  an  edifying  manner. 

It  was  determined  to  announce  to  Arondeus  and  his  friends  tbe  time  when  the 
case  Bhould  be  broogbt  to  a  flnal  Issue.  This  is  flied  for  October  IS,  four  weekii 
from  to-morrow,  September  IT,  when  an  Extraordinary  Coetua  shall  assemble,  and 
take  the  matter  In  hand.  Pom.  Arondeus  resigned  the  call,  which  the  Classls  of 
Amsterdam  bad  declared  to  be  anlawful. 
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'.  autlon  o(  Anmdeaa.'-Tbe  Cotto*  »*qnlre<l  Arondeai  to  sppear  b^rare  them 
to-moRow  momlDK  at  nine  o'clock.  In  order  to  give  s  calesorlcsl  answer  coacernlng 
tbe  mitten  on  which  he  had  stood  ont  so  long.    This  was  aBseDted  to  by  him. 

Tbe  Avemblr  then  aepsrated  with  thanbsglvlDg.    Tempiu  Ooiwniliu  appointed  for 
alie  dclock.  A.  M..  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  September  17 — Forenoon. 

I.  QtiHtlon  put  to  Arondena.— After  calling  npon  the  name  of  God.  the  Minutes 
wtn  lead.    Arondeas  having  entered,  Dom.  Dn  Bols  proposed  to  him  these  qacsllons: 

lit  Whether  be  was  wllllaK  to  saspend  all  mlDlslerlal  service,  while  the  Coetus 
vere  preparing  meaos  for  recoDCl nation? 

bd.  Whether  he  bad  not  promised  this  to  the  messenger  first  sent  to  bim  In  Ibe 
umr  of  the  Coetne? 

Sri.  Whether  he  bad  not  published  the  same  from  the  pnlpit? 

4Ih.  Whether  he  had  not  promised  the  same  thing  before  the  Coetas.  provided  It 
ITU  not  considered  as  a  Jndlclal  sentence? 

His  answers  were; 

To  Ibe  iBl  qneatloD.— So  far  as  concerned  Long  Island, 

Ta  the  ad.— Yes:   bnt  with  the  reslrlctlon  that  the  Coetus  were  to  make  use 
thereof,  and  the;  had  not  received  him. 

To  the  3rd.— Tea;  bat  only  In  order  to  And  time  to  pnt  himself  In  condition  for  the 
Den  CoetDS. 

To  the  4th.— Tes;  provided  It  was  not  considered  as  a  Jndlclal  m 
llnltadon  that  no  act  on  Arondens's  side  had  fnll  force,  unless  r 
biflaenrea  upon  the  congregations,  conscientious!]'  to  accept  It,  or 
the  aame  In  connection  with  the  English  law  of  the  land. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 


Afternoon  Seasirai. 

n  of  the  Lord's  name  by  the  President,  the  MInntea  were  read. 

L  Case  of  Van  Drlessen,- This  csie  was  brought  up.  and  II  was  decided  thnt  letters 
should  be  written  npon  the  matler,  addressed  to  the  minister  and  Conslatory  of 
PoDghkecpste  and  Flahklll,  and  to  all  those  among  their  congregations  who  adhere 
to  Van  Drteasen.  or  shall  In  future  follow  him. 

1  AiDDdena's  Qnaerlt.— Arondeus  presented  a  QuiKril,  (so  called  by  htm,)  In  which 
be  brings  frlghtfnl  charges  against  three  ministers  now  present.  Being  asked  bow 
tkese  things  could  be,  he  pretended,  when  the  Assembly  Insisted,  to  have  reasons 
for  not  naming  them,  unless  compelled  by  a  civil  court. 

I  Extraordinary  Clerk.— Dom.  Dn  Bols  resigned  his  olBee  of  Eitraordlnnry  Clerk, 
sad  was  thanked  by  the  Assembly,  for  having  borne  the  heavy  burden  so  long,  with 
H  mnch  fidelttyi  bat  Dom.  Haeghoort  still  adhered  to  bis  protest.  Dom,  Bltiema 
was  onanlmously  chosen  to  1111  the  vacant  post. 

(.  Dom.  Haegboort'a  Complaint. — Dom.  Haeghoort  apprised  the  Assembly  that  he 
Rill  complained  of  the  HI  usage  of  his  ConslBtory  and  congregation,  nol  being  treated 
•ffordlng  to  bis  enll:  and  iliat  he  sought  the  Judgement  of  the  Coctna  on  the  point 
vhrther  they  should  fulQU  the  terms  of  Ibe  call.  That  Judgement  was  Klven  to  the 
tlTHt  that  they  were  thus  bound  In  the  highest  degree.  The  prnposlllon  Ibst  Dom. 
HMnema,  the  Clerk,  shall  have  the  same  declaration  made  In  bis  caae.  Is  favoiably 

I.  Ulnule  Book.— In  reply  to  n  quectlon.  It  was  ordered  that  In  case  of  n  blot  upon 
Ike  Minutes,  the  Clerk  sball  record  the  same  anew  neatly. 

t  KstK  Ueetlng.— It  la  concluded.  In  case  It  Is  more  than  four  weeks  before  tb» 
Csetua  asaemblea,  notice  shall  be  given  thereof. 
The  Asaenbly  then  separated  with  tbaoksglvlDg  to  God. 
(BIgned,) 

J.  n.  Goetschlus.  b.  t.  Tresldent. 
Benjamin  Melnema,  h.  t.  Clerk. 
ColUtnm  Concordat. 
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correspondbnob  from  america. 

Revs.  G.  du  Bois,  J.  Ritzema  and  L.  de  Ronde  to  the  Consistoiy 

at  Claverack,  N.  Y.  Oct  4,  1751. 

Portfolio  New  York,  Vol.  ii. 

To  the  Rev.  Elders  of  tho  Consistory  of  Claverack,  at  Claverack. 

The  Consistory,  Gentlemen  :~In  reply  to  yonr  letter  nnder  date  of  Sept.  25,  It  li 
to  be  noted  that  according  to  the  Church  Order  of  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  Art  H, 
no  church  Is  allowed  to  receive  a  minister  until  he  has  presented  lawfnl  certlflcata 
of  his  dismissal  from  the  church  and  the  Classis  where  he  ministered  before.  Now 
Rev.  Eggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg,  wanted  to  connect  himself  with  the  Coetus  tL 
this  country.  On  being  asked  by  the  Coetus  for  such  lawful  certificate,  In  due  fonn 
as  a  condition  of  his  admission  to  its  membership,  he  had  none  to  present,  and  wu 
on  that  account  refused.  The  Coetus  subsequently  reported  their  action  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  which  sent  word  by  the  latest  ships  to  the  effect  that  our 
Coetus  had  dealt  Justly  with  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg,  and  that,  for  good  reasons,  the 
Classis  would  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  him.  And  so,  yon  can  readily  infer 
what  you  are  to  do  or  to  leave  undone  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

At  any  rate,  we,  who  feel  in  conscience  bound  to  watch  against  all  confusion,  aik 

you  to  proceed  in  everything  according  to  good  ecclesiastical  order,  in  order  tliat  tie 

churches  may  not  be  rent  by  discord,  but  be,  by  the  help  of  God,  built  up  Id  uoitj 

and  love.    Herewith,  wishing  you  God's  blessing,  we  conclude  and  remain. 

Gentlemen,  your  Obedient  Servants, 

G.  dn  Bois, 

Joan  Ritcema, 

Lambertus  De  Ronde. 
New  York.  Oct.  4,  1751. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  from  Rev.  Wynstok. 

1751,  Oct.  4th.  Art.  6.  Rev.  van  der  Vorm  reports  that  he 
had  written  to  Rev.  Wynstok,  and  had  received  a  full  reply  from 
him,  and  therewith  also  a  report  about  Peter  de  Wind.  From 
this  the  Classis  has  abundant  evidence  that  said  de  Wind  had 
helped  himself  to  false  certificates,  making  himself  a  candidate^ 
and  had  deceived  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  as  well  as  othem 
Many  other  proofs  were  submitted  of  his  wicked  and  deceitful 
conduct  These  papers  are  now  in  the  keeping  of  Rev.  Van  dot 
Vorm  to  be  used  when  and  where  it  may  be  necessary.  Rev.  Van 
der  Vorm  is  requested  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wynstok  for  his  faithful  and  full  recital,  and  to  state  that  this. 
Assembly  abides  by  the  action  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Netibflr 
Veluwe.  The  said  Peter  de  Wind  was,  furthermore,  declared  hj 
this  Classis  to  be  a  deceiver.     They  annulled  his  appointment^ 
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examination^  and  ordination  as  minister  at  Bergen  and  Staten 
Island  in  New  Netherland.  They  also  resolved  that  this  shameful 
performanoe  by  said  de  Wind  shall  be  made  known  in  an  em- 
phatic manner  by  the  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  to  the  Coetus  of 
New  York,  and  also  to  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten 
Island,  in  order  that  they  may,  de  facto,  depose  this  deceiver, 
nomine  Classis.  The  draft  of  a  letter  for  this  purpose  shall  be 
banded  in  Classi  seqaerdi.     xii.  256. 

Letter  from  New  York  and  from  Batavia. 

Art.  9.     The  Rev.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras  handed  in  short 

extracts  from  letters  from  New  York  and  Batavia.       They  also 

presented  letters  which  had  been  composed  in  answer  to  the  same. 

With  these  the  Assembly  was  pleased,  and  they  will  be  sent  with 

the  Acta  Synodalia  of  1751  to  the  churches,    xii.  256. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  October  4,  1751. 

VoL  30,  page  233,  No.  133. 

To  the  Coetus  of  New  York, 
ter.  Sin  and  Brethren:— 

Tour  respected  lines  of  May  13,  1759,  O.  S.,  signed  by  Rers.  Dn  Bois,  Rltsema  and 
>•  Bonde.  were  placed  in  onr  hands  Sept.  6,  1751,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Schelloyne.  They 
rare  withont  address  and  unsealed.  This  was  all  right,  if  despatched  to  the  care  of 
oeh  a  gentleman,  but  might  not  be  so  appropriate,  if  cared  for  by  some  one  else. 

We  are  greatly  delighted  that  God  has  confounded  the  enemies  of  his  Church,  and 
Rmght  to  nought,  deceit  and  violence;  for  he  has  increased  the  number  of  Dutch 
ilBlsters,  from  time  to  time,  both  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  in  the  country  at 
tffs.  In  proof  of  this  we  may  say  that  three  young  men  sent  to  us,  have  been 
lOed  unto  three  chnrches,  cwn  annexit.  They  are  soon  to  present  themselves  to  our 
lisslB  for  examination.  May  the  Lord  increase  and  establish  his  Church  in  those 
igioiis  still  more,  and  cause  Zlon  to  be  built  up  in  peace!  To  this  end  we  will  ever 
live  to  do  our  part  with  prayer  for  God*s  blessing. 

We  devoutly  wish  that  the  differences  between  Kingston  and  New  Paltz  could, 
»  this,  haye  been  settled.  With  this  object  in  view  our  Assembly  has  already 
espatched  a  letter  to  Kingston  as  well  as  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  We  hope  that 
lereby,  those  affairs  may  be  settled,  peace  established,  and  all  obstacles  to  the 
nance  of  a  call  by  New  Paltz  be  taken  out  of  the  way.  We  also  wish  that  the 
cnbers  of  Kingston  church,  and  all  others  who  still  remain  obstinate,  would  join 
CBiselvee  to  the  Ooetus,  and  dwell  together  in  peace,  as  brethren.  Then  would  the 
>rd  surely  command  upon  them  life  and  blessing. 

Concerning  the  three  ministers  who  have  been  called:  At  present  these  are,  as 
i,  only  students.  They  are  Jacobus  Frlellnghuyzen,  called  to  Mormel,  (Marble- 
wn).  cum  atmeoHs;  and  Rev.  Ferdinand  Frielinghuyzen,  to  Kinderhook,  upon  docu- 
enti  presented  in  due  form,  both  of  his  membership,  and  of  the  call.    We  will 
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gladl;  eifltnlne  tbem  berc.  botb   prrparafirir  nnd  pertmpMr.   and   If  tbejp  ittWir 

CIbbbIb,  ve  nlll  crcDil  tbcm  to  ttiaae  cbarcbm.    Then  there  Is  stao  Birent  V 

H  we  can  onlj  be  assured  In  reference  to  this  gentleman,  that  with  him  tl 

will   be  eBtabllHbed  l^etoeen  ElagalDii  and   N>w  Palti.  wblcb  la  promlaed,  and  IM: 

no  Dew  spirit  of  bitterness  will  be  excited,  (he  will  be  daly  qualiQed  aad  aeat  alMii 

Meantime,  we  are  greatly  erntlfleil  tlmt  the  Cborch  of  New  Palti  baa  Joined  It   --^" 

tbe  CoetQB,  and  tbat  the;  promise  tbe  same  for  their  new  pastor. 

We  might  eaf  iijurb  more  conoern  lug  the  chnrrb  of  Eln^ton.  If  joa  had  retemt 
Diore  detlDlIely  to  the  rppl;  nt  Iter,  ManclnR  to  the  letter  ol  the  Coetiu,  addreMfd  \ 
to  tbe  church  of  Kingston.    Meanwhile  ;oa  may  rest  assnred.  tbst  so  far 
we  will  defend  the  cull  on  tbe  Kov.  Barend  VroomsD,  If  ft  be  legal  la  its  form.  ■ 
will   take  care  to  regard  no  Ill-founded  siisplclona.    We  alio  hope  that   t 
above-mentloaed  yonoe  maj  Is  attending  for  some  little  tlaie  longer  tbe  V 
Of  Utrecht,  all  th<.se  aBalrs  will  be  straightened  out. 

May  tbe  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord  God  abide  wltb  yon  forever.    We  i 
ouraelvei.  with  all  good-will. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brelbren. 

Signed  as  b«fai»  1 
In  Classical  Assembly.  ' 

October  4,  176L 

P.  8.-We  enclose  herewith  the  Uloulea  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of 
held  at  E^dam.  We  caanot  omit  lo  mentlcn,  however,  thai  Rev.  De  Ronde 
signed  bis  name  lo  the  letter.  In  behalf  of  the  Coelu«  of  New  York;  yet 
Of  hl«  appointmeDt  bns  been  given  either  to  tbe  cbnreb  of  SnrlDam,  or  to  onr  cisMli^ 
We  only  know  lh»I  be  set  out  from  Surinam  and  arrived  at  New  York.  It  looks 
If  be  mnst  have  been  Installed,  but  no  Information  bns  reached  ns  thereof, 
any  letters  have  been  lost,  we  know  not:  bnt  wo  do  know  tbat  [he  ttonventa* 
Snrlnam  writes  ua,  that  no  tidings  cnni-emlng  Rev.  De  Ronde  have  been  received  tv 
them.    All  this  appeurti  very  atrao)^  lo  CIbbbIb. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correapondenoe, 

Extract  from  the  Records  of  the  Classis  of  Noder  Veluwe 

to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  1751.     Vol.  30,  page  Mlj 

No.  138.     Keferrfcd  to,  xxiv,  2. 

Statement  concerning  Peter  Do  Wind,  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  P( 

Wynstok,  of  Hardcrwjk,  despatclied  Oct.  1751,  to  Rev.  Ji 

Vander  Vorm,  preacher  at  Amsterdam,  and  read  in  Oluill 

Oct.  4,  1751. 

Peter  De  Wind  was  bom  at  St.  Thomas,  of  plons,  well-to-do  parents.  His  dmA| 
•tut  resides  at  tbat  place,  according  lo  a  letter  from  Rev.  Kalverlagea  of  St.  M 
She  had  told  Rev.  Ealverlagen  that  her  son  was  a  minister  on  Long  Island  la  ^ 
York.  At  this  the  said  gentleman  was  mut'b  surprised.  De  Wind  had  been  aet  ql 
for  the  Sacred  Mlntslry  by  bis  parents,  who.  to  tbat  end.  bad  sent  blm  lo  I 
Abraham  ter  Borg.  at  Amsterdnm,  with  the  neceBSBry  remittances  and  order.  % 
In  order  to  bave  him  stQdy  Latin  and  Greek,  had  placed  him  In  the  7rlrl<ile  MM 
■t  Utrecht,  with  the  eo- rector  there,  unlll  the  time  thsl  be  sboold  publicly  ftradv 
Sabsequently  he  was  placed  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Peter  Wj-ostot.  at  Harderwyk, 
September.  ITJT.  At  that  Academy  they  soon  became  aware  of  bis  loose  ehanof 
of  his  trickery  lo  obtaining  money  beyond  what  was  allowed  him  cnch  week.  TK 
was  flnalty  carried  Co  sncb  a  length  that  be  clnndcstlnely  sold  his  bonks  There  wr' 
still  other  circumstances  In  his  conduct,  which  made  It  evident  tbat  not  mncb  gr 
coald  be  expected  from  blm.  His  father  therefore  ordered  blm  to  return  home. 
was  accordingly  sent  back  to  his  pareDts  In  IT38.  Since  then  only  anfavorable  rapt 
bave  come  lo  Rev.  Wynstok  aboat  him.    Subsequently  It  was  learned  tbat  bis  tat 
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and  that  tbe  son  was  living  at  St.  Eustace  in  a  greatly  impoverished  and 
sonditlon. 

rear  1748,  (according  to  best  recollection).  Rev.  Peter  Wynstock  received  a 
m  Peter  De  Wind,  who  was  then  lodging  in  a  distillery  shop,  with  a  wine 
,  in  the  English  Alley,  stating  that  he  was  desirous  of  resuming  his  studies 
to  become  a  candidate,  and  requested  counsel  and  aid.  He  was  answered, 
e  bad  not  lost  Ids  knowledge  of  the  languages,  and  if  his  patrimony  would 
m  to  study  for  al>out  three  years,  he  might  return,  and,  provisionally,  stay 
V'ynstock's  house,  who  was  also  willing  to  assist  him.  Some  time  since. 
Ilia  having  given  any  notice  of  his  Intention,  De  Wind  arrived  with  trunk 
a.  with  a  good  sum  of  ready  money,  at  Harderwyk.  After  staying  a  few 
b  Mr.  Wynstock,  he  took  a  room  where  he  lived  contentedly,  and  by  advice 
tsor  Ten  Kate,  took  private  lessons  in  Hebrew  of  the  Rev.  Kalverlagen,  who 
i  gone  to  tbe  isle  of  St.  John.  He  paid  well  for  his  instruction,  as  far  as 
lid  not  live  irregularly  during  his  stay,  and  contracted  no  debts. 
as  waa  then  known,  De  Wind  was  at  that  time  unmarried.  Afterward  it 
ored  that  be  had  a  wife  and  children  in  the  West  Indies,  but  it  is  not  known 
this  Is  true.  He,  however,  said  that  both  his  parents  and  all  his  near  rela- 
re  dead.  This  was  in  1748  or  1749,  whereas  Rev.  Kalverlagen  whose  Decem- 
)0,  of  speaking  with  his  mother.  De  Wind,  moreover,  declared  that  he  was 
possessor  of  all  the  abundant  means  of  .the  family.  He  re^Bained  only  a 
ne  at  Harderwyk,  so  that  he  did  not  secure  much  of  real  benefit  at  tbe 
f.  Indeed.  Rev.  Wynstock  never  saw  him  have  a  theological  book  in  his 
nd  whenever  he  tried  to  converse  with  him,  he  had  never  been  able  to  dis- 
e  real  basis  of  his  present  conduct.  If  he  suggested  to  him,  that  he  should 
Igently  apply  himself  to  the  reading  and  hearing  of  God*s  Word,  he  answered, 
n  only  become  a  candidate.  I  shall  want  no  place  In  the  West  Indies.*'  He 
t  be  had  preached  several  times  with  great  acceptance;  among  other  places, 
St.  Eustatius,  where  Rev.  Mr.  Wynstock's  brother  had  heard  him,  etc.  But 
Ing  Questioned  further  about  this,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
"8  of  theology,  nor  any  aptness  in  the  Bible,  he  became  confused,  and  could 
satisfactory  answer. 

tbe  conversation  turned  upon  the  labors  of  Count  Zinatendorf  at  St.  Thomas, 
rered  in  an  ambiguous  manner,  or  elaborated  on  the  matter  in  a  favorable 
e  was  a  man  not  naturally  of  an  evil  disposition,  and  was  well  liked  in  the 
id  of  Rev.  Wynstok.  One  evening  on  entering  his  room,  Mr.  Wynstok  found 
cing  over  a  lot  of  papers,  of  which  he  was  destroying  a  numl>er.  Upon  being 
led  about  it,  he  said  that  he  had  been  a  captain  of  a  bark  sailing  from  the 
dies,  and  had  carried  on  business  on  these  shores.  He  showed  certain  letters 
to  marine  affairs.  Upon  being  asked  how  he  could  explain  the  circumstance 
had  left  the  bark,  without  returning  home  and  rendering  up  his  account,  and 
le  hither;  he  promptly  answered  that  his  desire  to  become  a  minister  was  so 
tat  It  had  driven  him  to  this  course,  and  that  he  had  sent  the  bark  home~ 
1  to  be  Jamaica.  But  what  are  the  exact  facts  cannot  be  even  surmised. 
t»elng  asked  on  other  occasions  whether  he  was  a  member  of  the  church,  ai 
show  that  he  had  been  a  member  for  two  years,  without  reproach,  before  he 
i  examined  by  any  Classis  In  Holland  for  licensure,  he  said  that  he  was  a 
;  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  he  had  made  a  confession  of  his  faith 
eldest  minister  in  New  York,  and  had  enjoyed  communion  with  him.  Upon 
arther  asked  why  he  had  brought  no  certificate  of  church  membership,  he 
>t  make  much  reply.  When  it  was  further  urged  that  such  neglect  might  be 
(advantageous  under  his  circumstances,  as  a  long  time  might  elapse  before 
1  get  one,  and  there  might  be  needed  other  correspondence ;  he  then  declared 
ertaln  man  and  his  wife,  who  were  living  at  Oostzaan,  (whom  he  named,  but 
lame  has  escaped  Rev.  Wynstock,)  were  acquainted  with  him  in  New  York, 
t  they  had  communed  together,  in  New  York;  that  these  would  be  willing  to 
to  this  circumstance.  He  was  then  advised,  that  when  he  went  again  to 
lam,  (for  he  sometimes  went  thither  under  pretext  that  some  ship  had 
in  whose  cargo  he  had  an  interest,)  he  should  cross  over  to  Oostzaan,  and 
I  certificate  from  those  parties  to  that  effect.  This  he  did.  For  upon  return- 
Q  Amsterdam  on  a  certain  occasion,  he  allowed  Rev.  Wynstok  to  read  such  a 
tte  from  this  man  and  his  wife,  in  which  they  testified  that  they  had  known 
^tnd  as  a  member  of  the  church,  and  that  they  had  communed  together  Vxi 


1751 


S184  Ecclesiastical  Records 

ITSl 

New  YoTft.  De  Wind  sugitpotud  Itait  Iter.  Wjailoh  ebonld  preserve  that  Dot*  tor 
tDrther  use.  and  girc  It  in  llip  pnBtor  of  his  pariBh,  Ibat  tbe  CoDBlslory  mlcU 
deliberate  upon  It.  But  Ibis  note  never  came  QDdeT  tbe  e;e  of  that  CoUHlalorr,  MC  i 
was  tbe  matter  or  Iile  mi'inbtrshlp  ever  cooKldered,  mach  lesa.  De  Wind  accepted  If 
tbe  Cbbrch  of  Uirdenr^k  and  recognized  bb  a  member;  for  before  tbe  time  tbat  Wi 
matler  could  regularlj  comD  up,  De  Wind  went  ont,  {lltemlly,  ecllpaedj  tn  tki 
followlag  maaner:  ' 

At  a  certain  time  be  anld  that  he  must  go  acalD  to  AmBtecdaoi,  a*  a  large  reoB- 
taoce  of  augar  had  been  coniilftneil  to  him.  In  an  IneomlnB  tcwpI.  He  eipreaaed  kk 
desire  to  da  an;  service  pnaslbK^,  la  Arngtenlam,  for  IteT.  Wynalok.  Tbe  latlK 
entrusted  to  bim  the  wntcb  of  his  younEcal  aon,  to  be  repaired,  If  posalbla.  It 
Amaterdam.  De  Wind  nwordlngly  dtperted.  I(  wne  learned  afterward  that  he  M 
taken  bin  tmnk  tind  nil  bla  effects  with  him,  and  no  news  were  heard  of  bIm  ttt 
weeks.  At  this  every  one  was  nstoalabed.  Yet  be  bsd  arrabged  with  Profenorni 
Kale  that  he  would  return  In  n  few  days.  The  said  watch  was  finally  rcttirsed  t* 
Rer.  Wynstok  by  a  gentleman  from  Amsicrdani,  wltb  the  comiillments  of  De  "Wlat, 
and  tbe  etstemeDC  that  the  walcb  coDld  not  bt^-  repnlred.  This  geotteman  had  Bit 
De  Wind  flnt  at  Lhe  Hague,  nnd  sabsequcDIly  In  a  bntel  In  Itotterdnm.  Here  he  tU 
banded  bim  tbe  watch,  while  a  goodly  sum  of  mfiney  was  lying  Uy  hltn  on  the  taUa. 
At  this  the  aald  senlleman  had  Bdmonlsbed  bIm.  nnd  exhorted  him  to  take  betM 
care  of  bla  money  In  a  public  honse.  Upon  De  Wind  being  aiked  wbetber  h«  WM 
going  to  Journey  back  agiiln  to  Hsnierwyk,  replied,  tbiit  be  waa  compelled  to  go  t* 
ZeeloBd  on  hnslncos  nnd  becnnEc  of  n  remittance  which  lud  arrlTed  tbere.  VM 
was  tbe  reault  of  tills  Joumey  la  not  known,  only  the  fact  al-peared  tbat  at  tbat  tDM 
be  returned  to  tbe  West  Indies.  His  continued  abseoee.  however.  conDrmed  Her. 
Wynstok  and  others  In  their  snaplclons  that  be  was  yet  In  correspondence  with  tte 
Uorailans,  although  they  hoped  otberwlne. 

But  much  aetonlubment  was  eicltcfl  when  a  notice  appeared  In  the  Journal  of  IBL 
that  he  had  been  uppolnled  a  pastor.  It  was  not  believed,  nt  first,  that  It  waa  the 
same  peraon.  bnt  ujun  further  conference  and  eiamlnailon,  lhe  fact  was  dianmnt 
that  it  was.  He  had  then,  and  also  aubseqaently  ueed  not  only  the  name  and  petMi 
of  Rev.  Wynatok  fraudulently,  but  also  the  ministry  nnd  Classls  of  Neder  Velnwe. 
In  all  this  tbe  public  became  greatly  iDterested.  whereupon,  after  Ipqulrli 
was  dealt  wltb  by  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Neder  Vcluwe,  as  Indicated  Id  tb< 

That  this  eit 


CoaA£SPOHDENC£   F&OU  AmBBIOA. 

The  Eeformed  Churcb  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.  per  Rev.  G.  W.  Muh 

ciuB,  to  the  Olassis  of  AmBterdam,  Oct  11,  1751. 
(Portfolio  New  York,  Vol.  ii.    xxiii,  214,    Beference,  xxiv,  8,) 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classls  of  Amaterdam, 

d  Bivthnn  b 

Prom  your  Revs,  agreeable  letter  of  the  3rd  of  May.  ITGl.  which  was  talUl 
delivered  to  ns  Id  September,  through  the  care  of  Rev.  Boel,  we  learn  wltb  piCMnn 
that,  when  you  have  recelred  an  answer  to  your  commnnlcatlon  from  the  CoatW 
yon  will  be  pleased  to  give  a  decision  In  the  matter  of  differences  between  u  ltd 
tbe  Paltz.  Wherefore.  In  answer  to  your  esteemed  missive,  and  In  defeuae  of  oar 
■Ide  of  the  matter,  we  Snd  onrselves  obliged  to  submit  tbe  following  to  yoiir  camert 
consideration. 

Like  yourselves,  wc  deplore  tbe  continued  disagreement!  t>etweeD  u*  and  Om 
iToetiu:  but  that  we  are  not  tbe  cause  of  them,  we  can  safely  leave  to  your  rIshtaiMi 
Jndgement  to  determine.  From  our  letters  to  some  of  the  Renttemen  of  the  CoetU 
to  which  we  made  some  nttxislon  In  oar  former  com mnnl cations  to  yon.  and  al*o  tarn 
oral  conversation  with  Revs.  Eltsema  and  Baegboort,  It  Is  sufficiently  clear  that  m 
b»re  been  seeking  after  peace  and  pursuing  II:  and  that,  in  tbe  matter  of  thoM 
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differenceflp  we  would  have  treated  with  the  Coetus  In  a  friendly  and  fraternal 
spirit.  If  we  had  been  dealt  with  properly  and  in  accordance  with  Chnrch  Order, 
and  the  Paltx  had  not  been  stiffened  up  in  its  obstinacy. 

The  conduct  of  Rev.  Goetschius  is,  indeed,  such  as  we  have  Indicated  to  your 
Reverences.  Possibly,  however,  it  has  been,  or  yet  will  be  represented  to  your  Revs, 
in  a  distorted  way,  in  a  marred  and  perverted  form.  And,  judging  from  the  word- 
ing^ used,  conveying  the  idea  that  Rev.  Fryenmuth  had  found  out  that  the  Paltz  is 
an  independent  church,  and  has  not  bound  Itself  to  Rev.  Mancius,  we  suspect  Indeed 
that  such  a  thing  has  already  happened. 

Very  Worthy  Sirs  and  Fathers,  In  our  letter  of  April  26,  1750,  we  briefly  mentioned 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  Paltz  people  had  been  disciplined  by  the  Consistory  before 
the  call  and  arrival  of  Rev.  Mancius  to  Kingston,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Palts 
belonged  to  Kingston  before  Rev.  Mancius  became  our  minister;  yea,  was  under 
Kingston  already  in  the  time  of  Rev.  Nucella,  as  our  church  records  prove. 

The  reason  given,  that  the  letter  of  our  minister  had  been  sent  to  the  Paltz  because 
BO  one  was  present  at  the  Coetus  to  speak  for  the  Paltz,  does  not  look  to  us  very 
credible;  Inasmnch  as  Rev.  (J.  H.)  Goetschius,  who  claims  to  be  minister  of  the 
Palts,  was  present  at  the  Coetus  and  could  have  spoken  for  the  Paltz;  and  the  Paltz 
could  haye  been  informed  thereof  without  the  sending  of  the  letter.  Therefore  the 
watilng  of  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mancius  thither,  was,  in  our  opinion,  designed  to  set 
those  people  up  against  our  minister,  and  to  make  him  hateful  among  them— an 
object  which  was  in  some  measure  gained.  It  also  appears  to  us  to  have  been  need- 
less, not  to  say  stupid,  to  send  Rev.  Fryenmuth  to  the  I'altz  to  find  out  whether  it 
was  an  Independent  church;  seeing  that  the  Coetus,  or  at  least  Rev.  du  Bois,  was 
fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Paltz,  at  the  time  when  it  was  still  served  by 
French  ministers,  was  an  independent  church.  This  fact  we  also  do  not  deny,  as 
jour  Revs,  can  see  distinctly  in  that  communication  signed  by  Revs,  du  Bois, 
Antonides  and  Boel,  and  which  was  approved  by  yourselves. 

But  the  question  under  dispute  is,  Whether  The  Paltz,  is  yet  under  the  direction 
of  the  church  of  Kingston,  because  it  once  connected  itself  with  Kingston,  and 
xemslned  so  connected  until  the  time  of  Jan  Van  Driessen's  intrusion.  This,  we 
think,  the  Coetus  will  never  be  able  to  prove  satisfactorily.  We  must  also  at  this 
point  make  the  observation  that,  so  far  as  we  know,  not  one  of  the  members  living 
and  belonging  to  the  Paltz  at  present,  became  a  member  under  the  French  minis- 
ters;  but  that  the  Coetus  Is  now  taking  under  Its  protection  particularly  such  as 
have  become  members  under  Jan  Van  Driessen.  who  was  without  any  recognition,— 
takes  them  to  be  members  of  our  churches.  Whether,  now,  such  members,  received 
by  Jan  Van  Driessen.  who  was  without  any  recognition,  are  to  be  taken  as  true  and 
genuine  members  of  our  churches— that  we  humbly  ask  your  Revs,  to  determine 
for  us. 

Once  again:  We  honestly  declare  to  your  Revs.,  that  we  shall  be  glad  to  consent  to 
the  separation  of  the  Paltz,  (from  Kingston),  if  it  can  be  brought  about  in  an 
ecclesiastical  manner,  and  in  a  proper  way.  We  must  mention  in  addition,  that  Rev. 
Prellnghalsen,  minister  at  Albany,  has  also  been  at  the  Paltz  for  the  purpose  of 
tecurlng  a  call  for  Mr.  (Barent)  Vrooman.  He,  in  company  with  Mr.  Frelinghuisen,* 
has  possibly  by  this  time  presented  himself  to  your  Revs,  for  examination.  To  this 
eall,  those  members  also  who  have  always  remained  faithful  to  our  chnrch,  have 
put  their  signatures.  We  have  nothing,  indeed,  against  that  call,  and,  therefore, 
desire  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  it;  but  we  are  opposed  to  the  Rev.  Theodorus  Frie- 
iinghuisen's  methods  of  obtaining  It.  But,  as  Rev.  Frlellnghuison  has,  by  letter, 
asked  our  minister  to  excuse  him  for  it.  we  will  make  no  remarks  on  the  matter, 
Init  leave  it  to  your  Rev's,  wise  and  penetrating  judgement. 

We  agree  with  your  Revs,  that  these  differences  might  possibly  not  have  arisen ; 
or,  having  once  arisen,  might  have  been  most  easily  settled,  if  at  the  outset  we  had 
resorted  to  the  Coetus.  But,  If  your  Revs,  had,  like  us,  seen  and  experienced  the 
party-spirit  manifested  in  the  organization  of  the  Coetus,  toward  those  who 
advanced  some  objections  against  it,  (some  specimens  of  which  may  be  given  in  the 
letters  of  Revs.  Antonides,  Boel,  Muzellus  and  Munclus  addressed  to  yourselves), 
your  Revs,  would  very  likely,  have  acted  in  no  different  way  to  that  which  we  did. 
We  hope  to  give  practical  evidence  of  our  due  respect  for  the  subordination  to  your 
Bevi.  on  eyery  occasion,  although  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  make  up  our  minds 
as  to  joining  the  Coetus.  For,  who  would  be  willing  to  have  his  public  opponents 
act  as  his  Jodges?    And  who  could,  in  conscience,  give  them  his  confidence?    Hvid 
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the  Coetus  acted  in  the  matter  of  the  Paltz,  and  dealt  with  us.  in  a  proper  ecclesl* 
astlcal  manner,  (as  your  Revs,  have  done  with  the  Coetus  in  reference  to  this 
matter),  we  should  upon  receiving  your  Kevs.  former  communication,  have  ahoat 
resolved  to  connect  ourselves  with  the  Coetus.  But  their  action,  partisan  in  spirit 
and  directly  at  variance  with  the  National  Synod  as  it  was,  discouraged  ua.  Ber. 
Haeghoort  also  stated,  in  a  full  meeting  of  our  Consistory,  that  things  were  done  in 
Coetus  In  an  Irregular  way;  and  that  the  gentlemen  of  New  York  were  seelcing  to 
rule.  We  hare  no  doubt  at  all  that  your  Revs,  have  the  Idea  that  there  is  good  in 
the  Coetus.  Otherwise  you  would  not  have  allowed  it.  But,  however  great  the 
necessity  for  ecclesiastical  meetings,  and  therefore,  for  a  Coetus,  your  Revi.  know 
better  than  we  do,  that  immoderate  use  has  often  been  made  of  such  meetings  by 
ambitious  men  for  perverting  things  and  managing  them  to  their  own  liking. 

While  we  know  that  abuse  (In  the  Coetus)  does  not  take  away  its  use,  still  we 
are  afraid  of  It;  for  in  the  treatment  of  our  differences,  we  have  had  as  yet  no 
practical  evidence  of  its  usefulness.  And  we  hope  and  desire  that  time  may  not 
teach  the  truth  of  the  common  saying,  that  "  Maladies  are  frequently  bom  of  reme- 
dies." Nor  is  it  unknown  to  us  that,  in  case  of  supposed  wrong,  the  way  is  open  to 
us  for  appeal  to  your  Revs.  But,  first,  that  cannot  well  be  taken  without  estrange- 
ments and  bickerings  with  the  Coetus;  and  then,  the  same  way  will  have  to  be  taken 
after  all  which  we  ure  following:  **Quodcumque  fieri  potest  per  pauca  f rostra  fit 
per  plura.** 

We  thank  your  Revs,  for  your  gracious  declaration  that  you  have  not  lost  sight  of 
our  correspondence,  and  heart  for  the  same.  We  hope  so  to  conduct  ourselves,  that 
in  the  future  your  Revs,  will  have  no  reason  to  lose  sight  of,  and  heart  for  these 
things.  On  our  part  we  shall  make  it  as  unobjectionable  as  possible,  and  not  trouble 
your  Revs.,  save  in  very  grave  cases.  We  are  well  convinced  that  your  Revs,  will 
not  allow  the  Coetus  to  oppress  us  or  arbitrarily  rule  over  us;  and  we  ask  that  we 
may  always  experience  your  Revs,  gracious  protection.  At  the  same  time  we  pray 
Almighty  God,  that  it  may  please  His  Divine  Majesty  long  to  keep  your  precious 
persons  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  to  cause  to  rest  upon  you  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  and  of  underetandlng,  of  counsel  and  of  might,  in  order  to  strengtlien  yon 
in  your  manifold  troubles,  and  to  enable  you  to  give  counsel  to  the  far  distant 
churches  in  their  distresses.  And  may  the  Lord  overshadow  your  pereons  and  your 
ministry  with  every  blessing.    We  remain, 

Very  Worthy  Sirs,  Fathere  and  Brethren  In  Christ, 

The  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  at  Kings- 
ton.   In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  all, 

G.  W.  Manclus. 
Kingston,  Oct.  11,  1751. 


Acts  of  the  Coetus,  Held  at  New  York,  Octobeb  16-23, 175L 

In  Acts  of  Classis,  xxiii,  261.    Referred  to,  xxiv.  13. 

Session  I. — ^Wednesday,  October  16,  1751 — ^Foeenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President  of  the  last  Coetus.   B9 
ordine  J.  Leydt  became  President,  and  J.  H.  Goetschlus,  Clerk. 


Members  Present. 


J.  Leydt,  Pres. 

J.  H.  Goetschlus,  CI. 

A.  Curtenlus 
R.  Erlckson 
J.  Ritzema 

B.  Mclnema 

U.  Van  Sinderen 

C.  Fryenmoet 

B.  Van  Der  Llnde 
J.  Frelinghuysen 
L.  De  Ronde 
S.  Verbryck 
Michael  Fraeland 
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Elder,  L.  Voorhees 
"       D.  Kuyper 
•*      J.  Brlnckerhoff 
H.  Bennet 
C.  Bancker 
J.  Du  bois 

A.  Lott 
J.  Van  Neste 

B.  Van  Hoom 
S.  Van  Aradalen 
J.  Roosevelt 
J.  Haring 

Van  Bergen 
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It  was  decided  that  Dom.  De  Wlnt  should  not  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Coetos. 

1.  Reading  of  Minutes.—The  Minutes  of  the  last  Coetus  was  read  as  transcribed  by 
K>m.  Bltieina,  the  Extraordinary  Clerk,  and  found  to  agree  with  the  original. 

The  seaaion  closed  with  thanksgiving,  and  the  time  for  meeting  again  appointed 
>r  half  past  two,  P.  M. 

Sessight  II. — ^Afteknoon. 

L  Minutes. — ^After  earnest  prayer,  the  remarks  made  upon  the  minutes  of  the  last 
'roetus  were  taken  ad  referendum. 

2.  Obieotions  to  the  Call  of  Arond€U8.—Dom.  Van  Sinderen  and  Ab.  Lott,  as  deputed 
y  their  congregations,  and  B.  Ryder,  deputed  by  Gravesend,  presented  their  reasons 
gainst  the  call  of  Arondeus,  signed  by  each  of  their  villages,  to  the  number  of  158 
leads  of  famillee.    (See  next  paper.) 

L  Proposal  of  his  Friends.— J.  Lott,  Ph.  Nagel.  D.  Bodet,  Jer.  Remsen,  engage,  in 
he  name  of  their  friends,  to  accept  Dom.  Van  Sinderen  and  acknowledge  him  as 
awful  mlnlBter,  on  condition  that  he  and  his  friends  shall  aid  in  the  call  of  Aron- 
lem.  Thla  being  stated  to  them,  they  at  once  agreed  to  it,  with  the  addition  that 
his  being  agreed  to,  the  other  side  should  suppress  their  other  grievances  against 
>ooi.  Van  Sinderen. 

4.  He  enjoined  to  appear.— The  Assembly  strongly  charged  Arondeus  to  bring  his 
isople  with  him  to-morrow,  at  9  A.  M.  if  his  bodily  health  at  all  permitted.  This  he 
iiomlsed  to  do. 

Session  III. — Thubsday,  Ootgbeb  17 — Fobengon. 

1.  <Ad.  Sess.  II.,  1.)  The  reason  above  mentioned  of  Dom.  Van  Sinderen  and  his 
!ongregation  were  made  known  to  the  opposite  party. 

2.  Arondeus  Questioned.— Arondeua  having  entered,  was  asked  if  he  desired  a  call 
Trom  Kings  County,  forwarded  through  the  Coetus?  He  said,  Tes,  provided  he  was 
not  to  be  held  a  member  of  the  Coetus;  and  also,  that  whenever  dissatisfied  with 
tlieir  decisions,  he  might  appeal  to  the  English  Church  and  the  English  law. 

3.  Then  the  reasons  of  Dom.  Van  Sinderen  were  furnished  to  him,  that  he  might 
make  his  defence,  at  six  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Session  IV. — Afternoon. 

L  Postponement.— After  the  opening  with  prayer,  Arondeus  and  his  party  came  in, 
and  were  asked  for  their  defence;  but  as  they  complained  of  being  unprepared, 
be<;ause  of  the  illegibleness  of  the  MS.  reasons  furnished  to  him,  a  better  copy  was 
provided,  and  they  were  ordered  to  appear  the  next  morning,  at  nine,  A.  M. 

2.  Dom.  Frelinghuysen's  Quaeritura.-He  proposed  these:   (1).  Docs  the  question  before 

Coetus  respect  the  calling  of  Arondeus  or  the  sentence  upon  him?    (2)  Has  not  the 

Coetus  heard  enough  on  both  sides,  to  judge  whether  it  Is  expedient  that  Arondeus 

shoQld  be  called  along  with  Van  Sinderen?    (3)  What  does  the  Coetus  Judge  respect- 

loathe  last  parts  of  Arondeus's  reply?    (Sess.  III.,  2.) 

I  Case  of  De  Wint.—A  letter  was  read  from  P.  De  Wlnt,  the  contents  of  which  and 

•ome  other  articles  Induced  the  Assembly  to  consider  whether  the  sentence  already 

given  sirouJd  be  made  heaver.     Whereupon  it  was  resolved,   1.  That  the  Assembly 

pwts  in  the  sentence  pronounced.    2.  That  In  future  the  two  nearest  ministers  of 

the  New  York  Circle  shall  act  for  the  good  of  the  congregation.    3.  That  De  Wlnt 

•hall  give  to  the  Extraordinary  Clerk  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  sent  to  Holland.    4.  That 

he  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  original  of  his  testimonial,  given  in  the  name  of  the 

Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  two  nearest  ministers.     5.   That  the  Assembly   will 

comply  with  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Classls  to  give  further  statement  of  their  views 

of  De  Wlnt,  and  of  the  reasons  of  his  suspension;  for  which  purpose  Dom.  Frellng- 

hufsen  and  Dom.  Fryenmoet  are  a  committee,  to  report  early  to-morrow. 

Session  V. — Fbtday,  Ootobee  18 — ^Fobenoon. 

After  devout  prayer  to  God: 

L  (Ad  Seas.  IV.,  5.)  Report  of  the  Committee.— Bom.  Frelinghuysen  and  Fryenmoet 
presented  the  draft  they  were  directed  to  prepare,  which  was  unanimously  approved. 
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aaO  ordered  to  be  signed  by  tbe  President  aad  Clerk,  and  sent  to  tlie  Rcr.  CluA 
b;  tbe  flnt  opitortuQlt;.    The  rommlttee  were  tbmk^d  tor  tbeir  fare  sod  pslai. 

2.  Poitpim/mtnt  of  drondfiu't  I>e/«ice.— AroDdi'iia  bping  preacnt,  was  reque«ted  Ui 
make  bis  defence  B.gBlnst  Van  BItidercn  and  tbe  congrpeQdoQH:  but  be  ramplalned  tt 
tbe  ImperCecUoD  or  bis  cnpy  of  tbe  cbargta:  It  was  read  over,  compared  with  tbt 
original,  and  put  la  ibe  ileslred  form.  But  Ibis  took  bd  mnch  time  that  the  detMC* 
was  put  off  till  tbe  ofleruoon. 

3.  HU  anticer  to  anollur  charge— It  was  lestlBcd  tbot  be  said  tbat  the  Rev.  Coetni 
bad  wickedl/  deeelved  Ibe  Rev.  Classle,  and  thut  ho  could  prove  thai  before  tb 
Assemblr.    He,  In   reply,  admilted  It,   witb  tbla  (Mplanalloa:  Ibut  tbe  Coetoi  bid 
persuaded  tbe  Rev.  ClavelB  Ibal  be  bad  exerrlspd  bis  RilnlBtrr  on  Long  Island  el) 
moutbB  before  be  received  a  fall,  and  tbat  blti  cell  n'BS  unlanful.  wbereaa  II  « 
lawful. 

Sesbion  VI, — Afteenoon. 

After  prarer.  tbe  minutes  were  read,  wKbant  remark,  except  as  to  tbe  case  of 
Bodel,  wblcb  ivng  taken  lui  irffrendum. 

1.  (Ad  Sesti.  V.  2,  II.  2.  IV.  2.)  Drfenee  of  Aronden*.— Arondena  was  summoned  t* 
anawer  Ibe  protest  at;iilDat  bis  Devi  colt  la  Kings  County,  eipeclallr  tbe  obJectl(HU, 
to  wblcb  be  gave  answer  In  detail. 

(Tbese  objections  and  answers  ure  given  In  snob  condensed  termg.  and  refer  to  n 
many  minute  circumsiniioes,  tbal  tbty  could  bardly  be  nnderatood  by  tbe  modem 
reader.    Tbey  are  tberefore  omitted  from  tbe  translation.) 

2.  HeatOH)  for  fti«  Coll.— Being  retiucstcd  to  giie  hlfl  reasons  for  tbe  call  upon  blm. 
bo  said:  l.  Becanse  Van  Slndcren  refuBed  lo  serve  tbe  people.  2.  Tbe  Clsssls  desired 
It  3.  He  himself  desired  It,  and  would  become  a  member  of  tbe  Coetos.  4.  So  man/ 
people  were  for  blm.    5.  To  do  otbirwlse  would  cause  grc.iter  (rouble. 

3.  Vharffet  aealnit  Tan  Shidrmi.— ArnndeuK'B  people  preai'ntert  charci-a  against  Vaa 
SInderen  In  two  papers,  be  himself  In  one,  on  which  bolb  enlarged  anew.  Tbeae 
charges  were  now  ordered  to  be  read;  but.  being  found  to  be  unslgnod.  tbe  partin 
were  called  In.  Arondeus  anttientlcaled  bis  In  person,  and  Pb.  Xagel  signed  (ba 
other.  Dan  Bodet  also  Introduced  and  Binned  some  before  tbe  Assembly.  All  tbtte 
were  read.  Arondcns  and  friends  were  then  asked  If  tbcBe  charges  had  been  before 
tbe  ClasBls?  Anticrr:  Those  contained  In  Arondeua's  paper,  except  some  not  swoni 
to.  which,  however,  are  tbe  bcavleat.  Ther  were  asked  further.  Is  It  your  aim  tbat 
Van  liilnderen  shall  answer  these  before  na7  AmtcT:  Yes:  that  (be  Coctus  may  see 
why  wc  do  not  pay  Van  Slndcren,  and  why  we  are  opposed  to  blm. 

4.  Commltlre  on  Ihr  Whotf  Co»f.— Messrs.  De  Ronde  and  Frellngbu.vepQ  were 
appointed  a  commlltee  lo  devise  measnres  In  respect  (o  n  call  upon  Arondeua.  by 
which  be  should  be  rendered  a  fit  person  to  receive  such  call.  Tbla  committee's 
plan  was  approved,  and  submitted  to  Arondeus  and  his  friends.    Be  sold  tbal  be 

BCcnsatlonB  In  It  which  he  could  not  admit.    When  asked  If  he  would  conform,  pro- 
Tided  It  were  not  sent  to  tbe  Claasls,  he  said  yea,  and  that  he  would  do  bis  atmoit 
to  carry  It  out.    With  this  the  Assembly  wna  Ballsfled, 
Separated  with  Ihanksglvlng,  to  meet  again  on  Monday  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock 


Sbssioh   VII. — Monday,   October   21 — Afternoon. 

After  earnest  prayer  lo  Qod,  the  mlnutea  of  the  last  session  wore  read. 

1.  Parlia  Pr«»fn(.— Arondeus,  Jacob  Remsen.  Ph.  Nagel.  Dan.  Ilodet.  John  Lolt, 
tteing  present,  Dom.  Van  Sinderen  was  ordered  to  defend  himself  against  tbeir 
cbargea. 

2.  QmierlluTt  Proposed.— Dom.  Van  Sinderen  aakert  If  matters  which  bud  been  brtrnr 
tbe  ClaBBlB  moat  now  again  come  up  tiefore  the  Coetus?  Also.  If  matters  wblch  had 
been  considered  and  decided  by  tbe  Coetus  must  be  overhauled  again? 

S.  iH^mderd.— These  Qnaeiitura  were  passed  by,  and  the  Assembly  directed  Dom. 
Van  Sinderen  to  give  his  anawer  to-morrow,  at  nine. 

The  Aaaembly  separated,  with  thankBglTlng.  Tbe  Tcmpui  Convrtilliu  appointed  it 
1  A.  M. 
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Session  VIII. — Tuesday,  October  22 — Foeenoon. 

After  prajer  to  God,  the  minutes  of  the  preceeding  session  were  read  and  approved. 

L  The  defence  of  Dom.  Sinderen  and  his  congregation  was  heard. 

(The  original  record  gives  this  in  detail,  bat  the  statements,  inasmuch  as  they 
refer  continnallj  to  documents  not  recorded,  and  not  now  extant,  are  even  still  less 
intelligible  to  modem  readers  than  those  in  the  defence  of  Arondeus,  referred  to  on 
p.  IxlT.    They  are  therefore  for  the  same  reason  omitted  here.) 

Session  IX. — Afternoon. 

After  prayer,  the  minutes  were  read  and  approved.  The  defence  of  Dom.  Van 
Sinderen  were  continued. 

L  (Tills  section  is  omitted,  for  the  reason  mentioned  above.)  Assembly  deliberated 
In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  with  great  brotherly  love  and  provident  concern  for  the 
distracted  Church  of  Kings  County.  Finally,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Frelinghuysen  and 
De  Ronde  were  unanimously  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  second  plan  for 
the  farther  action  of  the  Assembly,  in  the  case  first  of  Van  Sinderen,  and  then  of 
both  parties. 

t.  New  Consistory  to  be  chosen.— It  was  also  determined  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Goetna,  and  their  respective  elders,  shall  be  deputed  to  preside  over  the  confession- 
■ennona  (Belydenis  predikatien)  of  Dom.  Tan  Sinderen  and  Dom.  Arondeus,  in  order 
at  the  same  time  to  put  a  Consistory  in  each  church,  in  this  way:  each  party  in 
every  village  in  Kings  County,  save  Gravesend,  shall  nominate  eight  of  the  most 
modente  and  peaceful  persons,  from  all  of  whom  the  committee  shall  choose  eight— 
four  elders  and  four  deacons— an  equal  number  for  each  party,  whom,  after  being 
three  times  published,  they  shall  ordain  according  to  custom,  when  each  has.  under 
his  own  hand,  submitted  to  the  Coetus. 

4.  Reproof  of  the  Disorderly.— Ot  the  ministers,  with  their  elders,  appointed  to  hear 
the  confessions  of  Van  Sinderen  and  Arondeus,  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  congre- 
gation. In  the  Flatbush  Church,  one  shall,  on  the  same  day,  deliver  before  the  con- 
gregation a  Peace  Discourse,  in  which  he  shall  rebuke  all  those,  whether  members 
of  Consistory  or  others,  who  have  had  a  hand  In  these  irregular  proceedings,  or 
given  occasion  to  such  disorderly  things,  and  charge  them  in  future  to  conduct 
themselves  In  all  brotherly  love  and  discretion. 

5.  Ordination  of  Consistory.— On  the  day  the  confession  was  made,  the  ministers 
■hall  choose  the  Consistory,  and  the  following  day  preach  twice,  give  the  threefold 
publication  of  the  chosen  Consistory,  and  then  ordain  them.  Thus  will  the  way  be 
prepared  for  a  regular  call  upon  Arondeus,  together  with  Van  Sinderen.  At  the 
same  time  Van  Sinderen  must  be  recognized  as  a  lawful  minister,  according  to  his 
call,  and  his  just  claims  satisfied,  among  which  the  arrears  due  him  are  In  all 
equity  to  be  reckoned. 

6.  Report  of  the  Committee.— The  plan  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Frelinghuysen  and 
De  Ronde  was  read  in  the  Assembly,  and  unanimously  approved,  and  the  committee 
thanked  for  their  pains.  The  first  portion,  which  related  to  Dom.  Van  Sinderen, 
was  laid  before  him.  He  agreed  to  it,  and  confessed  his  faults.  At  the  same  time 
he  presented  a  complaint  against  his  own  party,  viz.,  the  Consistory.  The  second 
portion,  which  defines  what  both  shall  confess  in  their  confession -sermons,  was  laid 
before  them,  and  the  answer  delayed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thankfi'felving.  Tcmpus  Conventius  to-morrow,  at 
nine,  A.  M. 


Session  X. — Wednesday,  October  23 — Forenoon. 

After  prayer,  the  minutes  were  rend  according  to  custom,  and  two  exceptions 
tak«a. 

L  (Ad.  Seas.  IX.,  4.)  Request  of  Xagel,  f^r.— Phil  Nagel,  Dan.  Bodet,  and  Dan.  Duryea, 
being  at  their  own  request,  introduced,  inquired  whether  the  confession-sermons  of 
both  could  be  softened  in  any  degree,  and  were  answered  that  their  request  would 
be  taken  ad  referendum. 
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I.  (Ad  Seas.  IX,.  6.)  Jiutwr*.— Ttie  Assembl;  U  satlgOed  with  the  answer  of  Dam. 
Van  Sinderen,  submitting  to  the  declslOD;  bat  Ab.  Lott  hu  no  aittboiitr  to  declu* 
aajtblne  conlrarj  la  the  opinion  of  their  people,  and  coDtlnnea  to  reluae  to  call 

Arondeas  asked  whether.  If  be  did  not  iobmlt  to  tbe  coDfessloD-aennoD.  be  wai  ta 
expect  no  cnll  from  Long  Island?  At  bis  regaeat  fot  delay,  for  time  to  cooslder.  b( 
la  allowed  (111  this  aflernoOD,  at  two  o'clock. 

Assemblj-  separated  with  tbanksglrlng.    Ttmpiu  Conrenliut  at  two.  P.  U. 

Session  XI, — Wednesday  Afteekoon. 

After  prayer,  the  mlnnlea  were  read  and  approved. 

1.  Atuticer  to  irimdcui'i  QiiacrU.— This  was.  that  If  he  did  not  contom  to  tbe 
meaaurea  of  tbe  Coetua,  do  call  on  him  from  Long  Island  would  t>e  allowed. 

2.  Anneer  ta  Nagtl,  e(c.— P,  Kagel,  D.  Bodet,  and  Dao.  Duryee  were  Intoroied  thai 
tbe  CoetuB  adheres  to  1u  (atmer  resolution. 

3.  Arondctu'a  Categorical  An*»er.— AroDdens  said  that  he  would  confess  as  mneb  aa 
his  coDselence  and  reason  woDid  allow  accordlag  to  Ood's  Word,  maintaining  aQ 
freedom  In  words,  and  goremlng  blmselt  In  all  things  by  tbe  letter  of  the  Coetm. 
Jacob  Remsen  declared.  In  the  name  of  Brooklyn,  that  they  would  never  reoognli* 
Dom.  Van  Slnderen  as  Ulolaler.  unleas  be  again  went  around  for  a  new  call:  bat  aa 
elder  from  ttiat  Tillage  ehowed  himself  Inclined  to  peace,  and  willing  to  do  his  best 
thereto.  Ph.  Nagel.  from  Flatbush.  said  that  they  would  not  be  bound  for  Van 
Bindercn's  back  salary,  but  If  his  friends  will  unite  with  us.  we  will  have  bath  Tin 
Sluderen  and  Aroodens  for  onr  ministers.  Yet.  for  myself.  I  promise,  as  a  pattern 
to  others,  to  bestow  a  gift,  although  not  so  mnch  as  my  arrears  on  salary,  and  to 
urge  the  same  on  others.  Dan  Bodet.  In  tbe  name  of  Ilnsbwick,  said  that  that  vil- 
lage waa  Inclined  to  peaee.  and  wllllnt;  to  pay  l>oth  preachers,  provide  the  othen  do 
for  tbe  future.  As  for  the  arrears,  he  himself  would  make  a  gift.  poNKlbly  more 
than  was  at  present  doe  from  him.  and  would  do  bis  best  to  Indui-e  others  to  do  the 
same.  Tbis  was  eondrmed  by  WllJIani  Leetlng.  for  himself.  John  Lott.  In  the 
name  of  New  Ameratort,  said  that  Ibny  were  for  peaee  and  for  iKith  ministers;  H 
Tan  Slnderen's  friends  would  accept  and  pay  Aponaeua,  they  would  for  the  future 
do  the  same  for  Van  Sloderen.  Aa  for  arrears,  they  would  take  that  Into  considera- 
tion. Tbe  delegate  rrom  H.  Utrecht,  belnc  absent  on  aeconnt  of  domestic  clrcnni- 
stances.  Arondeus.  in  their  name,  reportod  their  willingness  lo  reeclve  Tan  Slnderen 
In  the  same  form  and  manner  as  hlmiielf. 

4.  Dcdfjon.— Tbe  parties  hnvlni;  wlthdrnnn.  It  <nas  unnnlmonsly  determined  that 
the  committee  on  the  confessions  and  the  ehoosing  of  the  Conslstorj  should  see  that 
ArondeuB  performed  all  tbe  tbl-iss  mentioned  In  the  letter,  and  that  be  should  bays 
freedom  of  wordi.  The  committee  shnnld  also  take  care  seriously  and  conscien- 
tiously that  Tan  Slnderen's  arrears  are  made  good. 

B.  The  Commiltte.—Thv  Rev.  Me^snt.  RUiema,  De  Ronde,  and  Frellnghuysen.  each 
with  an  elder,  and  Dom.  Erlchson  and  Leydt  for  Semadt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee: to  meet  on  Tneeday.  November  2Clb;  but  If  the  weather  Is  nnflt  for  traveling 
on  the  previous  Monday,  then  on  the  Z7th. 

5.  It  Is  also  agreed  that  between  this  time  and  Not.  Z6th.  Arondeus  may  prosecute 
bin  ministry  In  Rings  Conoty.  (n  ulalu  quo. 

T.  Quren*  Couitly.—lt  tbe  Committee  can  be  of  any  service  to  Queens  County,  the 
Coetus  hereby  Intruals  that  nintter  lo  them. 

The  Assembly  was  closed  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 

(SlKned,*)  John  Leydt.  h.  t.  President. 

Oottalum  Concordat.  J.  H.  Goetsehlos,  b.  t.  Clerk, 

Pegtest,  Delit£sj3>  to  the  Coetus  of  New  Yoek  [on  Oct. 
16]  BY  Kbt.  Ulpiahdus  Van  Sindeken  and  One  Hundbed 

AND  FiFTT-EIQHT  TaTHEBS  OF  FAMILIES.       OCTOBBB  1751. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

:.  and  receive  llsht  and 
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We,  the  Consistories,  and  the  entire  Magistracy,  together  with  the  other  members 
>f  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  In  Kings  County  althongh  represented  by  our  oppo* 
lents  as  a  small  and  Insignificant  number,  have  nevertheless  unitedly  and  with  one 
iccord,  as  our  names  herewith  appear,  considered  what  we  are  bound  in  conscience 
to  do.  In  the  matter  of  the  call  of  Rey.  Joh.  Arondeus  as  our  pastor  and  teacher. 

ReT.  Fathers!  the  calling  of  a  minister  is  not  a  trifling  matter.  It  Is  not  a  work 
of  mere  human  affection  and  peaceablenees;  of  forgiving  one  his  misconduct;  or  not 
counting  against  him  his  robbing  of  reputations,  and  use  of  slanderous  language. 
All  these  things  we  are  cheerfully  willing  to  do  in  the  case  of  the  one  above  named. 
But  the  making  out  of  a  Call,  in  accordance  with  our  Church  Order,  that. we  wait 
upon  the  LK>rd  with  fasting  and  prayer.  On  the  use  of  these  means,  the  eternal  wel- 
fare of  our  souls,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  members  of  our  families,  depends.  On 
the  use  of  these  means,  depend  the  comfort,  refreshment  and  edification  of  God'f 
people  In  this  life;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  neglect  of  them,  leads  tj^he 
destruction  of  our  churches,  the  strengthening  of  the  hands  of  the  ungodl.^flKh% 
grieving  of  God's  people,  disruptions  and  quarrels.  This  our  sad  experience,  in  con- 
nection with  an  ill-directed  call  has  now  taught  us.  Do  not  take  it  amiss,  therefore, 
when,  at  such  a  time,  we  want  to  go  to  work  with  deliberation.  Do  not  take  It 
amiss,  when  we  neither  can  nor  will  be  pressed  to  consent  to  a  call,  which  at  bottom 
we  take  to  be  so  injurious. 

We  consider  a  call  extended  to  Rev.  John  Arondeus  to  be  of  such  a  character.  We 
cannot,  we  may  not,  we  dare  not  Incur  guilt  In  this  matter.  Every  quality  which 
we  ought  to  look  for  In  a  minister  is  wanting  In  him.  This,  your  own  decision, 
arrived  at  last  year,  shows.  Is  the  man  Improved?  Has  he  In  the  least  shown  him- 
self penitent?  Ah!  tell  us,  Rev.  Fathers,  In  what  respect?  and  you  will  easily  bring 
us  over  to  your  mind.  But  as  the  case  now  stands,  we  must  tell  you,  that  we  leavs 
it  to  your  Judgement  whether  we  have  no  good  reason  to  abide  by  our  refusal. 

1.  Notwithstanding  every  friendship  shown  hfra,  every  benefit  bestowed  upon  him. 
be  has  been  unwilling  to  be  our  minister.  On  his  arrival  we  gave  him  three  hundred 
pounds.  We  showed  hlra  great  honor  and  respect.  But.  against  all  Church  Order, 
he  has  absolved  himself  from  his  call,  and  hired  himself  out,  (elsewhere),  for  a  time, 
not  without  giving  the  appearance  of  his  being  actuated  by-covetousness.  And  at 
last,  he  entirely  left  us  in  our  need.  In  this,  however  we  observe  the  good  hand  of 
God. 

2.  Ought  we  to  call  a  man  who.  as  he  himself  declares,  has  heard  a  voice  from  God 
telling  him  to  got  For.  if  he  is  indeed  a  man  worthy  of  receiving  such  communica- 
tions, ought  we  to  tempt  him  to  be  disobedient  thereto,  and  cause  him  to  fare  like 
the  prophet  who  prophesied  against  Bethel?  But,  if  he  did  not  hear  a  voice  from 
God  saying.  Go,  as  we  really  think,  he  must  have  been  addressed  by  a  spirit  of 
fanaticism,  or  else  he  must  be  acting  under  false  pretenses.  If  the  former  is  the 
case,  does  the  Assembly  advise  us  to  call  a  person  who  Is  a  fanatic?  If  It  Is  the 
latter,  that  Is  no  qualification  to  commend  a  minister  to  a  church  for  a  call. 

3.  Ought  we  to  bring  a  curse  upon  Mm?  This  will  take  place  If  he  stays.  For,  he 
has  often,  under  solemn  oath,  declared.  "May  God  punish  me.  If  I  remain  In  this 
country."  Would  the  curse  upon  him  be  a  blessing  to  the  churches  that  call  him? 
Surely  not. 

4-  Why  should  we  call  him  to  fill  the  oflflce  of  the  ministry?  For  before  your  last 
meeting,  not  five  weeks  ago.  he  said  that  In  five  years  he  would  do  no  more  family 
visiting,  and  that  he  would  accept  no  call,  save  as  one  hired  for  a  term  of  years. 
Does  the  Rev.  Assembly  conscientiously  advise  us  to  call  such  a  roan?  Does  It 
consider  such  a  man  properly  fitted  for  our  churches?  And  does  It  thus  clear  Its 
conscience? 

5.  What  Is  there  in  him  that  Is  commendable  and  would  be  suitable  for  our 
churches?  Why.  therefore,  should  the  Assembly  ask  us  to  call  him?  Should  the 
Assembly  recommend,  and  consider  It  right,  for  us  to  cnll  the  man  whom  It  recently 
called,  "a  disturber  of  our  Israel",  as  was  done  at  the  session  preceding  the  last. 
We,  indeed,  believe  that  he  Is  "a  disturber  of  our  Israel".  Would  such  a  course  be 
acting  the  part  of  faithful  overseers  of  the  churches  of  Jesus?  Or  Is  the  man,  per- 
haps, now  changed?  But  what  evidence,  Rev.  Fathers,  did  he  give  of  that  change, 
previous  to  your  last  meeting  only  four  weeks  ago?  Did  he  prove  it  in  his  public 
slander  of  three  of  your  members?  Or,  In  the  bloody  threats  he  made?  Certainly 
not.  Well  then,  he  Is  still  "the  disturber  of  Israel",  and  ought  we  to  call  such  a 
man? 


. .»    ijj.-i   (^  ji li I'rii  ; 

iM()o«iy  thn'uts?  Wlio  niml*'  tnaihlo  in  otli'^r  rlninhcs?  Who  I 
V  If  ':«t\v  he  v.aiits  n«<  to  ■';ill  hiui.  niwl  Wf  ^lnoild  call  him.  ' 
•in;;;nLr  thf  Trojan  hor^if.  ou  Sinnn'^;  a«lvi'-«',  \\ith;n  t)io  walls'.' 
ho  t«'nii»l«'V  lik«'  loailinir  tlu-  \\i>\f  into  fh.f  shi'rjifoM  V  lll.f  i>^ 
ho  Is  willing  to  ont  alraw.  with  tho  si'.all  cntllo  in  th.-  Imti 
guiltless?  and  ought  an  Assembly,  go  gro:»tly  reverod,  (li'oido  ; 
It  and  advisable? 

i  have  no  right  to  call  one  who  cIopor  up  the  way  to  poaoo  i 
>d  churches.    But  with   this  man,   that   would   bo  the  case.    I 
»U8,  the  discord  will  continue.    Whereas,  If  we  do  not,  we  c;\ 
»r  to  be  associated  with  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  who  will  be  agr 
,  and  on  whom  minds  now  divided,  can  unite.    Thus  strife  % 
lack  of  wood:  like  the  light  of  a  lamp  for  lack  of  oil. 
be  Is,  indeed,  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  pulpit,  why  should  tec 
eminently  fit?    Ought  one  who  intruded  himself  into  the  chur 
f  came,  (as  he  himself  declared),  to  oust  the  minister  of  the 
le  not  himself  to  be  thrust  out  and  ousted?    What  other  kind 
r  Church  Order  pass  upon  such  intruders?    Yea,  indeed,  what 
ent.  at  that  time  when  you  desired  that  a  general  silence  shou 
mf    Ought  we  to  call  biro  who  despises  all  law  who  mocks 
inders  Assemblies,  and   who,   for  the  evil   which  he  has  do 
adjudged,  by  the  ecclesiastical  court,  as  unworthy  of  being 
-Judge  ye.  Men  and  Brethren! 

what  would  be  the  consequences?    To  call  a  man  back  to  th 

if ter  having  created  there  a  great  disturbance,  he  ungratefully 

Afterwards,  in  an  nneoclesiastlcal  way,  he  again  intruded  hii 

3re  that  he  would  not  stay  there;  a  man  against  whom  churc 

mlng:  a  man   who  is  unwilling  to  perform  certain  parts  of 

:— think  of  it.  Men  and  Brethren,  what  the  consequences  mus 

1  not  every  Demas  and  Diotrephes,  eager  for  a  pleasant  place 

ng,  thrust  himself  in  by  force,  and  then,  besides,  get  him.self  c( 

,  as  this  man  has  done,  and  now  again  desires  to  do? 

1  not  every  schismatic  person  bring  in  a  minister  after  his  ow 

g  the  peace  and  causing  trouble:  and  then  even  triumph  and  t 

lans  have  done  and  still  desire  to  do?    Under  such  clrcnmstan( 

Zion  be  ploughed  through  like  a  fleld!    How  soon  will  every  pr 

h  Order  be  thrown  down,  and  the  wild  boar  enter  to  tear 
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against  Rev.   Arondeus,  we  are  willing  to  be  reconciled  with  liim.    It  is  only  tl 

matter  of  bis  belnsr  called  by  ns,  and  of  his  intruding  himself  into  oar  churches,  thi 

we  are  speakinfr  of.    And  we  humbly  pray  God,  that  this  man,  Arondeus,  may  be  1< 

to  have  a  knowledge  of  himself,  to  turn  about  and  humble  himself,  and  to  sho 

himself  to  be  a  different  man.    In  such  erent,  we  would  not  refuse  him.    We  forgii 

him  the  wroni?  done  us.    For  his  slander  and  threats,  we  shall  not  persecute  hii 

or  seek  his  destruction.    But  we  will  rejoice  when  God  gives  him  repentance  un 

life.    And  who  knows.   Men  and  Brethren,   if  he  be  Justly  dealt  with,  if  he  1 

humbled,  but  that  the  Lord  will  bless  such  treatment  of  him,  and  he  may  yet  1 

UTed  as  If  bj  fire;  and  that  he  will  thank  you,  and  God,  for  the  means  use 

though  they  proved  to  be  to  the  destruction  of  the  flesh.    Thus  you  would  also  fli 

your  own  conscience  kept  from  violation;  and  thus  all  the  ends  of  ecclesiastic 

authority  would  be  gained. 

This,  Bev.  Fathers,  O  you  who  are  the  Hope  of  our  Churches,  the  Malntainers  < 

our  Order  the  Defenders  of  our  Church  Rights,  is  what  we  now  desire  to  brli 

before  jou  for  your  consideration.    Keeping  a  copy  of  this  letter,  we  hope  to  sei 

it  also  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  and  to  stand  by  it. 

The  Lord  reigns! 

Amen. 
No  C  In  the  name  of  all, 

U.  Van  Slnderen. 
DoD«  at  Tlackebosch, 

October         1761. 

N.  B.    Accompanying  this  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  names  of  heads  • 

families  who  were  all  against  calling  Arondeus,  and  who  were  exclusively  of  Kini 

County. 

Entitled  on  the  Back: 

Protest  delivered  to  the  Coetus  by  U.  Van  Slnderen  and  one  hundred  and  flfi 
eight  fathers  of  families.  To  be  found  also  In  the  letter  of  Joh.  Frlelinghuyse 
being  No.  143. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

The  Coetns,  (per  Eev.  J.  Ritzema,)  to  Rev.  John  Arondeus. 

No  date,  but  probably  October,  1751. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

My  dear  Sir  and  Brother  Arondeus:— 

The  Assembly  is  deeply  affected  with  grief  and  sorrow  of  heart,  at  what  It  hj 
come  to  know  about  your  affairs  as  well  as  those  of  your  party.  God  Is  wltne 
that  the  Assembly's  aim  is  not  your  ruin  and  destruction,  but  your  life  and  saivi 
tion.  Its  desire  Is  not  that  you  should  become  useless  to  the  Church  of  God;  but  1 
heartfelt  prayer  is  that  God  may  make  you  worthy  and  meet  for  your  responsib 
ministry.  We  shall  all  have  to  rend  in  our  account;  and.  possibly,  the  day  is  net 
at  hand  In  which  we,  ourselves,  in  particular,  who  have  had  souls  entrusted  to  u 
must  give  account  as  to  how  we  have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  duty  with  regai 
to  them.  The  Assembly  is  of  opinion,  that  this  thought,  particularly,  ought  to  mal 
you  feel  humble.  Inasmuch  as  so  many  evidences  of  your  misconduct,  in  the  matt 
in  question,  have  come  to  its  knowledge,  it  feels  in  conscience  bound,  however  mu< 
its  compassion  would  have  it  otherwise,  to  require  of  you  to  make  a  confession  < 
your  misconduct,  before  it  dares  to  decide  on  the  expediency  of  your  again  beii 
called  to  Long  Island. 

L  The  Assembly  had  hoped  that  love  for  so  many  immortal  souls  would  weigh  i 
much  upon  your  heart  that  you  could  not  cut  yourself  loose  from  them  so  easll 
and  it  now  expects  that  you  will  humble  yourself  before  God,  on  that  account,  ai 
promise  never  again  thus  lightly  to  leave  your  charge. 

2.  It  grieved  the  Assembly  that  you  with  levity  pretended,  and  also  haughtily  ai 
falsely,  to  have  been  called  away,  or  led  to  go  away  from  Long  Island)  by  God  hln 
self.  For  this,  in  particular,  you  may  well  humble  yourself  before  the  Omnlsciej 
One;  and  promise  that,  in  future  you  will  guard  yourself  against  such  arrogance. 
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i.  Tlie  ABBemlilr  also  abbore  wltb  eztremp  detestation  tbiit  biblt  of  llgbtlj  Idt^- 
iDK  cnnes  upoD  joarwlf.  It  te^la  tbat  ron  will  have  to  aak  God  hamblr.  Indeed,  to 
QTert  aocb  curaea  from  ;Dn:  anil  tbat  ron  nlll  have  to  guard  yourself  agalnat  aoett 
iDTOcattoDB  of  coraea.  as  being  atterly  abamefnl  and  nnbecooilnK.  eTen  In  a  common 
member,  and  much  more  In  a  Christian  minUter. 

4.  Tbe  Aaaemblj  haa  also  noticed  yoar  tefnral  lo  perform  that  very  ueoeBair;  part 
Of  a  mlnUter'e  aerrlce,  famll;  vlaltlng.  It  could  not  posalblj  render  any  asalslirtce 
in  again  helping  rOD  to  a  coll.  unleiui  ;on  would  Bolemolr  promise  to  acqnlt  jouraelt 
also  o(  [bli  part  of  your  duty. 

11.  Tbe  Aaaembly  i^onld  n)ao  heartily  wish  thai  yon  bad  given  more  evidence  of  a 
meek  aplrit.  In  Imitation  of  onr  great  Master.  To  [ta  aorrow.  it  haa  clearly  obserred 
tbe  contrary  In  several  of  your  eipreaslona.  bath  by  mouth  and  pen;  yea.  even  la 
tbe  fact  tbat  you  did  oat  hesitate  to  aaaall  the  good  name  Of  the  Coetus.  And  ao^ 
for  one  tblng  alter  another.  It  now  expects  of  you  notblog  leaa  than,  nith  a  hnmUe 
heart,  to  confess  your  guilt  in  all  tbU.  and  promtae  to  keep  yourself  from  aocli 
defamallons  In  tbe  future. 

t.  It  also  grieved  the  ARsembly  lo  hear  of  your  Imprudent  conduct  In  olfaet 
cburchea  and  of  tbe  Inevitable  troubles  paused  tbereby.  Tbe  Coetua  eipecta  tbit 
yoa  will  promise  to  conduct  yourself  more  prudently  hereafter. 

7.  Besides,  tbe  Assembly  asks  you  to  confeaa,  and  tbat  with  penitence,  tbat  yon 
Intruded  yourself.  In  a  very  Illegal  way.  luto  tbe  Cbnrcb  of  Long  laland;  and  to 
promise  hereafter  to  condnct  yourself  In  every  respect,  and  also  In  the  matter  of  a 
call.  In  accordance  with  Church  Order 

5.  Not  less  doea  tbe  Assembly  exhort  and  request  yon  most  earnestly  to  see  to  It, 
tbat,  without  tbe  least  fear  of  man,  you  explain,  in  parity  and  sincerity,  the  Wotd 
of  Uod,  and  apply  It  forcibly  to  tbe  minds  of  your  bearers:  and  thus  ever  keep  a 
conscience  void  of  offence  before  God  and  men  by  baring  proclaimed  tbe  whole 
Counsel  of  God. 

Observe,  my  brother,  that  this  Is  what  we  felt  mast  be  proposed  to  you,  before 
we  could  euter  upon  that  Important  business  of  yoar  again  being  called  (to  any 
cburrh.) 

Tbe  Assembly  does  not  do  thla  to  pu(  tbe  bltme  upon  jou,  or  to  rob  jaa  Of  your 
good  name;  but  It  feels  competled  to  do  It.  knowing  that  In  that  day.  It  will  have 
to  give  account  of  all  Its  own  actions  to  that  fear-lnsplriag  God.  Woe.  therefore,  to 
un.  If  we  are  found  lo  be  unfaithful:  _ 

It  has  been,  and  coutlDues  to  be  tbe  Assemb 
may  guide  Its  elfons,  In  this  your  bubluess,  for 
all  tbiB  a  genuine  atid  wholesome  peace. 

Certain  Articles,  heretofore  mentioned,  which  arc  proposed  lo  John  Arondeoa  lor 
his  public  confession.  In  a  sermon  to  be  preached  before  tbe  congregation,  accom- 
panied by  his  prayer  to  God  for  forgiveness,  and  hia  promise  of  Improvement. 


Art.  1. 

That  you  promise  your  church  never  again 

or  to  leave  It  In  aucb  a  manner  as  yon  have  d 


ntradlog  yourself  Into  t 


And,  as  yon  have,  more  Ihuu  oni'o,  nIioku  joucself  Indiscreet  and  violent  towards 
tbe  people  of  the  chnrrh.  as  thej'  also  did  toward  you.  that  you  humbly  ask  tbe 
church  to  forgive  you  for  this,  and  promise  lo  meet  It  In  all  love  and  klndllueas. 

Tbe  confession  which  Mr,  Van  Slnderen  was  required  to  make  from  the  pulpit,  la 

Tbat  be  tball  buinbly  request  tbe  chnrcb  heartily  to  forgive  him  whatever  offence 
be  may  have  given  tbe  people  peraonally;  as  he  also  asks  God  to  forgive  hiro  tbe 
same:  and  that  he  aball  promise.  In  particular,  that  be  will  guard  himself  against 


»,    the    Gpntleraen 

oon»lUqtliiB    Ihe    Verj 

rrot.1  your  RpvereuceH' 

r  of  «  leltet  written  by 

ra.    of   the  grave   at 

^UButlou   iDsde  therelu 

bat  tlie  matter  hat.  bj 

*■(■  feel  in  duly  boun 

111  to  liitorm  ynur  RevM. 

rpn*e  «-l,loli  J!r.  de 

Wlnt  made  b.'tore  our 
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g  violent  language,  and  bringing  persoaal  dlsputea  luto  tbe  pulpit;  In  i 
hereafter  he  will  coudnct  bliuself  an  ii  goepel  mlulater  ougbl  Id  do, 
CollatB  CoQi-onlut.  me  teste. 

J.  Itlliema,  ^rlba  Bitraordlnnr 


Classis  of  Ahstesdam. 

The  Coetua  to  the  Classis  of  Amatordam,  Oct.  18,  1751. 

kirtfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol,  ii.    Mint«.  of  Deputies,  xxiii,  '2 

xxiv,  8.) 

T    Keverend    nnd    very    Leami-d    Sim 
Reverend  Clans  It 
J  Reverend  Patbers  in  Cbrlst:— 
e  bave  been  dUtorbed  and  deeply  a 
er  of  the  3rd  of  May  Ingt..  oh  uUo  fr 
.   Wynitock    to   one   of  your   membi 
Inst  Mr  de  Wlnt.    Allbougb  ne  ha' 

time,  come  befon-  tbe  Rev.  ClasblB. 
:be  Import  of  tbe  Confession  nnd  dt 
rmblj.  and  of  tbe  renaorR  why  we  had  lo  come  to  biB  RDBpeimloD  as  to  Ihe  use 

■dmlnlstratlon  of  the  Holy  Sacramentc. 

;  WiDt  bavlng  been  cited,  the  weighty  nlijecllonii  ninile,  were  rend  to  blin  from 
r  HeTi.'  letter,  aa  well  an  from  the  orpy  of  tbe  letter  of  Itev.  WynHlork.  Belosj 
td  wbal  be  had  to  BKf  for  himwif,  he  made  the  followlog  defense,  as  be 
red  It: 

itendlng  lo  leave  Ilarderwyk  na  Koon  as  ponslble,  where  he  had  studied  for  a 
•,  to  go  to  tbe  Weal  liidlpB,  and  dcHlrInK  Urat  lo  take  Ihe  preparatory  ciamlna- 

aa  a  caodldate.  In  order  lu  rIiuw  that  he  had  properiy  flnlBbnl  bis  studies,  and 
rder  to  obtain  authority  to  employ  hin  laleuts  for  Ihe  gnoil  of  olhem,  be  ap|>lled 
ill  well-known  friend.  Rev,  Wynslok,  and  Informed  him  of  hbi  Intention.  This 
:  told  bim  Ibat  the  Classis  wonld  not  meet  for  some  time,  and  that  elpenne  of 
ing  a  meeting  was  gt«at:  but  that  be  rlld  not  need  to  Incur  nuc-b  expense,  aa  be 
.  able  to  help  bIm  In  another  way;  being  willing  even  to  gi-t  Ulm  a  certiacate 
a  tbe  Rev.  Classis.  When  de  Wlnl  asked  him  If  be  could  do  that,  he  raid.  Yea. 
,  Wynalok  then  gueeiloned  him  (sold  de  WInl)  on  1  Peter,  2:^  ele.,  as  also  nu 
e  otber  theological  subjects:  though  be  openly  admitted  that  be  bad  not  preuclied 
ipi-clnien  bi-rmon).  nor  had  be  bten  examined,  cllbcr  by  Rev.  Wynstoli  or  the 
■Bis,  Id  the  Innguages.  Hereupon  Rev.  Wynclok  pnicured  for  him  the  acc-om- 
rlng  orlglual  leslloiaulal  of  his  tlcensnre,  slsned  by  Ihe  regular  secretary  of  tbe 
■Is  of  NediT  Veluwe  last  held,  the  Rev.  Me<lenbacb;  for  which,  Isays  de  Wlnt) 
rare  him  six  dncots.  He  also  iigreeil,  a*  be  was  requesteil.  not  to  accept  a  call 
•ecome  a  nilnlaler,  nor  lo  fhow  his  tesllmonlnl.  nor  la  prench  in  Hollnnd,  but 
■  in  Ihe  West  Indies, 

lereuiion  the  {CoeluB)  Assembly  [>ut  a  iinmber  of  rinestlons  to  bIm,  and  among 
'IB.  ibia  one:  Why  be  had  deliberately  and  knowingly  deceived  the  Rev.  Classis. 
rell  as  onrselvcB,  with  that  fslse  i-ertldcate.    He  rejilled  that  he  did  not  know  It 

false.  Upon  being  asked  again.  If  he  did  not  know  that  he  bad  never  been 
alned  In  fall  by  Ihe  ClasBls.  nor  liy  Wynslok  In  the  Innguagea,  and  that,  before 
tatter,  he  had  given  no  proof  of  bis  preaching  ability;  and  If.  In  reference  to 
c  points,  be  bad  not  rend  tlilncs  In  hlH  tesllmonlnl  th.it  'Rpre  false?  he  answered. 
.  be  did  not  know  Ibe  testimonial  to  be  fnlse.  He  vrns  asked,  moreover.  If  some 
IBB  suspicion  had  I'Ot  been  nroo:>ed  In  him,  wben  he  hiid  to  promise  Wyoatok  not 
how  the  ecrtlflcale  In  Holland,  and  not  to  preach  or  lo  become  a  minister  there? 
inswtr  was.  No,  When  asked  further,  why  then  he  had  deceived  Iter.  Wynstok, 
'bom  be  gave  his  promise  never  to  become  a  mltilslcr,  he  replied:  that  that  waa 
«d,  bis  Intebllon,  but  as  be  was  preaching  his  seal  greatly  Increased. 

63 
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All  of  whicb,  111  view  nUo  of  litl  former  aud  BtlU  coatlnaed  (N.  B.  1.)  olfenilTe 
roDducl.  oonetrnlDt.'d  tlie  Rev.  CoetUH,  Id  good  conBVipure.  to  pass  the  betar*  men- 
tioned aeutence  (of  suapeDsloii). 

This  IB  wluit  wc  bave  (o  present  (o  jroar  Reva..  for  four  fniler  kDowledge  of  tlut 
(N.  B.  I.)  Impious  piece  of  rognery,  aod  (hat  the  nec'esaary  docuinentH  maj  not  be 
wanting  to  enable  four  Reva.  to  Iroe  ;nur  niliids  to  the  welfare  of  our  cbarrbei  and 
for  the  remoial  of  anch  wlctednpsa.  Thai  tbe  l^nl  may  hpip  yon  by  hla  Spirit  IB 
all  this,  KeT.  Fatben  In  Cnrlal.  »e.  the  undprslRiinl,  In  name  and  by  antliorlty  of 
the  Rev.  CeetUB.  heartltr  deKlrp. 

Slini'Ml  III  name  ot  all: 

Joh.  Leydt.  p.  t.  Pre*. 
J.   H.  OoetschlDs,  Sec. 
New  York,  Uct.  IS.  ITtl. 

N.  B.  I.  Tbla  tlie  Kev.  Ajiaembly  aDderataDda  to  refer  to  what  haa  come  to  onr 
table. 

N.  B.  t.  TbiB  Is  uiidoratooil  wllh  retorfiiec  to  Ibe  whole  roatler. 

N.  B.  3.  Tbot  further  nothing  has  l'odip  before,  either  the  Aasembly  or  an;  one  ot 
Ita  tneinbera.  (o  ebon-  that.  In  bis  cburrh,  P.  de  WInt  baa  conducted  himself  In  a 
disorderly  mnnner. 


Ohdek  foe  All  Ministers  ok  All  Denominations,  to  P&at 
FOB  THB  Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain.    Oct.  28,  1751. 

"By  bis  Bicellenoy  ibe  Honourable  UEORGl::  CLINTON.  CapUlD  General  and 
Qorernor  In  Chief  of  tbe  Province  ot  New  York,  and  Territories  tbereoD  dependlnf 
Id  America,  Vice  Admliml  of  the  same,  and  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadroii  of  hla 
Uajeely'a  Fleet. 


A  Proclamation, 

Whereas  Ills  Majeaiy-g  Ordpr 

pleHHPd  to  create  hi*  Royal  HlghueR«  I'rince  GKOUGE  Prince  ot  Wales;  It  waa 
theretipon  Ordered.  That  In  tbe  Morning  and  BvenlnR  PrayerB.  In  the  Litany,  and 
hII  other  Parts  of  publick  Service,  as  well  In  the  Oreaslonat  Offices,  as  In  the  Book 
of  Coiumou  Prayer  where  the  Royal  Family  Is  appointed  to  l>e  perllcnlarly  prayed 
for.  the  folloK'lDg  Form  and  Order  should  be  olMerred.  rli.. 

Their  Royal  Highnesses  George  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Prlncew  I>owager  of  Wales, 
the  Duke,  the  Princesses  and  alt  the  Royal  Family. 

And  that  I  should  cause  tbe  sume  to  be  forlhwitb  published  In  the  seTeral  Parish 
ChorcheB.  and  other  Places  ot  Divine  Worship  within  Ibis  Provloee.  and  take  care 
that  Obedience  be  paid  thereto  accordlngfy. 

I  do  therefore,  witb  (he  Adrlee  of  bis  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Prorluce.  hereby 
In  bis  Majesty's  Name,  strlcll;  charge,  require  unit  command,  all  anil  every  of  the 
respective  Rectore.  Pastora,  Vicars.  Corales  and  nil  other  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 
wlthlo  this  I'rovlo'-e  ot  New  York;  Tbot  In  the'  MiimlDK  and  evening  preyere.  In 
the  LItuny.  and  all  other  Parts  of  the  puhllck  Service,  as  well  In  the  Occasional 
Offices,  es  In  ibe  Book  ot  Common  Prayer,  where  the  Royal  Family  la  appointed  to 
be  particularly  prayed  for;  they  do  punctually  observe  and  follow  tbe  aforemen- 
tioned Form  and  Order;  and  that  Ihey  do  also  forthwith  putjtisb  this  Proclamatloa 
In  their  several  Parish  Chun-hes.  and  other  places  ot  Divine  Worship. 

Given  nnder  my  Hand  and  Seat  at  Arms,  at  Fort  George.  In  the  City  of  New  York, 
the  Twenty-bftb  Day  of  October,  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Serec 
Hundred  and  Fifty  One.  and  In  the  Twenty  Bftb  Yeor  of  lil.i  Majesty's  Belgn. 

O.  Clinton. 
By  his  Kicelleucy'a  (>>mmand, 
Qea  Banyar.  Dep.  Beery. 
God   Save  The   King. -The   Weekly    Post    Boy.   Oct.   *S.    ITSL-Dli's   Hist.   Trinity 
Church,  p.   ST. 
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Cl&3sis  of  Amstbbdau. 

The  Churdi  of  Bergen  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  9,  1761. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  VoL  ii.    Extracts,  Vol.  xxiii,  221 ; 

Referred  to,  xxiv.  8. 

BergeD,  NoTcmbpr  >.  tTCL. 
TcTT  Hererend  Sirs  and  Fathers  of  tbe  Gtarals  ot  AmaterdBm:— 

W»,  the  DDdemlgned.  meiDber*  of  the  ConslBtoir  »(  B«rgen,  take  tbe  liberty  of 
preaentlDK  to  jour  Bererencea  tbeae  tew  lines,  wblcb  we  beartHy  desire  that  jonr 
Bevenncea  maj  acknowledge  aod  accept. 

To  onr  deep  Borrow  we  have  learned  that  after  am  lesallj  celled  minister,  Pletar 
de  Wlnt,  had  been  aettled  aver  onr  chnrchei,  and  while  be  was,  to  oar  profoand 
ple«Biir«,  dlBchBi^liis  tbe  datlea  of  hla  office,  a  copj  ol  a  certain  letter  written  bj 
Rbt.  p.  Wynitok,  came  from  Harderwjk,  sent  first  by  tbe  rery  Rei.  Th.  Van 
BcbellaTiie,  to  certain  membera  of  the  Coetna;  and  later  by  the  BeT.  Clasals  to  the 
Coetna  Itaelf.  Ita  contenta  caat  doubt  upon  the  caodldacj  ot  Pleter  de  Wlnt.  The 
(eatlemeu  who  first  received  the  letter  from  Bev.  Van  Schellnrne  at  once  laveatl- 
fsted  tbe  matter  and  forwarded  the  reanlts  to  tbe  Rev.  ClaasLa.  The  Clasala.  no 
doubt,  haa  received  It  bj  tbla  time.    Tbe  resulta  were  also  sent  to  tbe  Bev.  Coetna. 

Thla  aaaemblir  thonsbt  It  beat  at  once  to  forbid  oar  minister  the  nae  and  admlnla- 
tratlMi  of  the  sacrnnientg.  In  doing  tbls  we  have  felt  onreelTea  HOmewhat  til  al 
ease,  Inaamiich  aa  the  Bct.  Ctaaals  had  ilmply  directed  ns  to  atop  bim  In  case  hu 
bad  not  yet  been  settled  over  oat  chnrches,  bat  had  not  Inatracted  as  what  to  do 
In  case  be  bad  already  been  settled;  especially  do  we  feel  so,  because  the  letter 
from  Wynstok  was  written  In  no  wlie  In  the  name  of  ttie  Classls  of  NedervelAwe, 
but  by  a  single  minister.  We  also  rather  tblnk  that  be  la  tbe  deceiver  and  oar 
minister  the  one  deceived  by  him;  for  be  at  Qrst  sought  a  legal  examination,  but 
waa  diBSanded  therefrom  by  blm. 

Moreover,  our  minister,  althuogb  not  at  first  legally  examined,  was  nevertheless, 
eiamioed  in  a  legal  way  Che  second  time.  Fatben.  as  bands  may  not  be  hastily 
laid  DO  any  man,  land  pardon  us  for  doing  tbatli  so.  where  they  have  been  laid  on 
one.  they  may  not  readily  be  taken  off.  and  what  was  done  be  made  of  no  effsct. 
wIthODt  the  clearest  evldeni^e. 

Furthermore,  bla  conduct  among  ua  Is  exemplary  and  edifying.  His  teal  for 
building  up  the  chnrch  U  great.  Not  only  does  he  organlxe  catechetical  cLissea, 
bat  eren  on  Wednesdays  he  preaches  on  the  catechism,  although  his  call  requires 
Um  to  preach  once  only  on  Bundays,  daring  the  winter  season.  Such  a  course  Is 
paraoed  by  no  country  mlDlster  here.  And,  as  oar  church  la  as  well  satlaflsd  with 
Us  Bev.  aa  any  church  can  be  with  Its  nilnlslcr,  It  Is  oar  earnest  desire  that  the 
RsT.  Ifathera  may  see  to  It  wltb  eiceeding  diligence  that  Kev.  de  Wlnt.  whom 
these  (the  Coetna)  ordained  as  o-ir  minister,  may  be  our  minister,  and  continue  to 
be.  If  he  ia  to  be  charged  wltb  anything  Id  what  be  did  at  first,  deal  as  moderately 
wltb  him  as  possible.  In  order  ibst  our  new  church,  whlcb  Is  but  Jost  on  Us  feel, 
auy  not  be  torn  aannder  For  we  fear  that  If  ihlH,  our  call.  Is  HPt  aside,  there 
will  he  great  danger  of  onr  never  again  being  able  to  unite  to  call  a  minister.  Wo 
mlgtit  produce  otber  reasons,  Iteverend  Fathers.  If  it  were  necessary,  but  tbls,  as 
th«  chief  one.   we  hope  may  be  suDcleat  to  move  your  Keva.  to  grant  oar  petition. 

With  this  we  conclude.  In  the  name  ot  ihc  cburch  slgoliig  ourselves  with  great 
inpect.  Here  rend  Sirs. 
Your  Beverences  obedient  servant.  Che  Church  of  Bergen,  etc. 

This  ia  the  mark  M  of  MIchlet  Freeland, 

elder  at  Bergen. 
This  Is  tbe  mark  I  H  or  Johanuls  Van  Houtcn, 

also  elder  al  Bergen. 
No.  lU, 

Quod  Attestor.  J.  Bltiema. 
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COBJLESPONDENGE  PKOH    AmEIUCA. 

Rev.  Peter  de  Windt  to  the  Clasais  of  Amsterdam,  Nov,  10,  1751. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  "  Vol.  li.    Extracta  in  Vol.  xxiii,  221 ; 

Ref.  xxiv.  8. 

Bergen.  Not.  10.  ITSI. 
VciT  Rererend  Sin:— 

I  liiq>e  tliat  lOBK  before  Ibis  ahall  come  to  band,  fonr  Revs,  shall  hBTe  received 
uij  former  cammuulcation.  1  sball  be  very  mucb  pleased  to  be  Informed  that  jaa 
have  received  It.  Herewith  I  send  a  cop;  of  It:  bat,  owlntt  to  tbe  abortneiB  of 
time,  1  could  not  Include  In  It  everything  In  detail.  As  this  opportunltr  offers,  how- 
ever, 1  cannot  refrain  from  giving  a  fuller  account  of  m;  affaJra. 

■a  my  former  letter  I  forgot  to  meotlon  that  Rev,  I'etrus  Wynstok,  after  be  had 
loll]  me  that  be  had  tbe  poiver  to  examine  me.  gnve  me  a  text.  1  Pet.  1:S.  to  atndy 
out,  atatlng  that  he  would  come  back  tbe  following  day  In  the  attcruoon  to  examine 
me.  When  I  told  him  that  the  tlnie  was  too  short  to  work  out  that  text  as  It  onght 
to  be  done,  he  replied  that  I  did  not  iietd  lo  write  out  my  work,  but  that  he  would 
t>e  satlsQed  If  I  could  give  bim  a  brief  statement  about  It  After  a  few  words  more, 
Ur.  P.  Wyaalok  went  home.  Tbe  next  day,  at  3  o'clock  In  tbe  afternoon  be  retamed. 
He  eaked  me.  if  I  bad  looked  over  my  text.  I  answered.  Yea.  Whereupon  be  offered 
a  prayer  and  commenced  at  once  to  examine  me.  At  the  clone  ol  an  hour's  examina- 
tion be  offered  thanka  and  congraEuluted  me.  Tbla  Is  tbe  way  lu  wblcb  tbe  matter 
came  to  puss,  as  I  Crulhrully  tcaltry.  and  can  always  teatlfy. 

Hut,  alaal  lo  my  great  aorroiv.  t  find  that  Mr.  Pelrus  Wynalok  bad  made  oae  of 
Me*  In  deceiving  mr,  by  guying  that  he  had  the  power  to  eiamlne  uie.  It  now 
ap[»eerB  to  be  olherwlec.  I  am  sunirlKed  that  Rev.  I'.  Wyustok  did  not  wrile  sooner 
about  me  lo  yunr  Revi..  seeing  (hat  be  knew  that  I  was  lu  Amsterdam.  Itev.  Slra. 
do  jon  not  aee  bow  craftily  Rev.  Pleter  Wynstok  went  lo  work,  by  taking  occasion 
of  my  departure!  For  he  had  plenty  of  time  to  write  before  1  went  away.  I  lefi 
tbe  city  on  Ibe  lat  of  April.  Itev.  P.  Wynslok'B  conscience  mnet  have  convinced 
him  that  be  was  Co  blame  In  the  mattery  aud  so.  to  clear  himself.  If  poaslble,  he 
thongbt,  "Now  I  will  be  tbe  Hrst  to  write  atiout  It''.  He  would  then  be  able  to  aay 
tor  an  excuse,  ''How  can  I  have  done  that  thing  about  wblcb  I  was  the  llrst  to 
write?"  Rev.  sirs,  who  la  more  lo  blame,  Mr.  Petrus  Wynstok  or  II  I  leave  It  to 
your  Judgement.  True,  I  ought  to  bave  been  wlaer.  but  It  was  a  piece  of  Ignorance 
on  my  part.  Rev.  Wynstok.  an  aged  minlater,  ought  not  to  bare  misled  me  with 
•ucb  lies.    1  leave  that  matter  wllh  your  Iteva. 

1  was  received  with  ]oy  by  my  chorchcs  here,  and  aettted  over  tbem  by  Rev.  dc 
BolB.  Not  long  after,  the  Coetua  received  a  letlcr  from  your  Revs.,  tbe  Import  of 
wblcb  was.  that,  lo  caae  Rev.  Pleter  dc  WIndt  had  not  yet  been  settled  over  bis 
cbnrcbea,  such  a  proreedure  muat  be  stopped:  hIko,  that  tbe  Coetos  oagbt  to  KO  to 
work  witb  care:  and  further.  Chat  II  should  si-nd  over  my  testimonial.  When  Ihlii 
letter  was  r«ad  to  me.  I  whs  well  sullsQed  wllh  wliat  your  Rcva.  bad  written:  bnt, 
before  yonr  Revs.  letter  was  received,  I  had  already  been  settled.  Your  Revs,  did 
not  write  what  was  to  be  done  In  that  case.  So  then  tbe  Coetus  took  up  tiMt  ward 
of  "going  to  work  wItb  care",  and  proceeded  to  take  a  vote.  By  voting,  thry 
gained  tbe  advantage  over  me.  and  ordered  me  not  lo  admlulater  Baptism  or  Ibe 
Lord's  Supper.  This  order  I  am  obeying,  aod  will  continue  to  obey,  until  I  get 
(nrtber  word  from  your  Rev*.  If  your  Revs,  had  written  tbe  Coetas  to  torUd  me. 
there  would  have  been  no  need  o(  tbeir  voting:  It  would  bare  been  aufflcleut  to  for- 
bid me  In  tbe  name  ot  your  Revs.  I  should  (hen  have  felt  more  alrougly  boaud  to 
eoDtono. 

Bnt  now.  Rev.  Sin,  take  a  view  of  my  matter  In  ■  spirit  of  paternal  love.  If  1 
waa  deceived  by  Bev.  P.  Wyustok,  It  was  my  Ignorance.  It  would  touch  me  to  tbe 
Quick  lo  be  now  dlsmlased  from  my  united  cburchea  by  your  Reverencea,  aa  I  live 
among  tbem  In  love  and  am  beloved  by  tbem.  As  regarda  the  discbarge  of  my 
duties,  I  will  not  speak  of  that,  I  leave  that  to  tbe  teallmouy  ot  others.  And.  be 
■■sored,  your  Reva.  will  never  bear  anything  about  me  olberwiae  tban  that  I  bave 
/D  all  UilDga  MHidacted  myself  as  1  ought  to  do.    To  tbia  end  I  prey  tbat  tbe  Cblef 
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Shepherd  may  enable  mc  more  and  more  to  be  a  good  leader  to  those  over  whom  I 
have  been  appointed.  I  have  no  time  to  elaborate,  and  so  I  cut  my  letter  short. 
heartily  wishing  your  Reys.  God's  blessing.  May  God  spare  all  of  you,  and  each 
one  of  yon  among  his  own  people,  to  the  magnifying  of  his  Name  and  the  winning 
of  many  souls.    With  all  reverence  and  respect. 

Very  Reverend  Sirs, 

Your  Reverences  Obedient  Servant, 

rieter  de  Windt, 

P.  8.    As  regards  the  testimonial  which  I  rcH'elved  from  Rev.  Petrns  Wynstok— 
that  Is  signed  by  the  name  of  Rev.  Medenbac;:  but  whether  this  is  Rev.  Mcdenbag's 
own  signature.   I  don't  know.    So  of  Rev.   Medenbag  1  know  nothing  of  which  to 
accose  him. 
Thus  reverently  I  remain. 

Very  Reverend  Sirs, 

Your  Reverences  Obedient  Servant, 

Pleter  de  WindL 

Calx,  of  the  Churches  of  Catskill,  (now  Leeds)  and  Cox- 
SACKiE,   on  Rev.   Johannes   Schuneman.     November  12, 

1761. 

Portfolio  "  New  York '',  Vol.  ii. 

In  the  fear  of  God's  Holy  Name.    Amen! 

Inasmuch  as  the  preaching  of  God's  Holy  Word  is  the  means  ordained  by  Him 
for  the  salvation  of  the  people  who  dwell  upon  this  earth:  We,  the  undersigned, 
Elders  and  Deacons,  at  present  constituting  the  consistories  of  the  two  combined 
Dutch  Reformed  Churches  at  Catsklll  and  Coxsackie,  in  the  county  or  district  of 
Albany,  In  the  province  of  New  York  in  North  America,  have  heard  of  the  gifts 
of  Johannes  Schuneman,  student  in  Sacred  Theology;  and  with  him  our  churches  are 
exceedingly  well  pleased,  and  call  out  to  him,  "Come  to  us,  and  help  us:"  There- 
fore, being  assembled  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  to  consider  earnestly  this  great 
matter  of  calling  a  minister;  and,  after  calling  upon  God's  Holy  Name,  having 
onanlmonaly  voted  to  call,  as  hereby  we  do  call,  the  said  Johannes  Schuneman,  to 
be  oar  lawful  Overseer.  Shepherd  and  Teacher,  to  perform  among  us  all  the  work  of 
the  Sacred  Ministry,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  tha 
Reformed  Doctrine  and  the  Order  of  the  Reformed  Church,  established  by  the 
Christian  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht,  Anno  1618  and  1619. 

We  call  bis  Rev.  on  the  following  conditions:— 

First:  That  his  Rev.  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  repair  to  Europe  to  take  his  pre- 
paratory examination  before  some  Rev.  Reformed  Classis  In  one  of  the  Seven 
Provinces  of  the  United  Netherlands;  and  having  become  a  ministerial  candidate, 
to  present  himself  for  final  examination  to  the  Very  Rev.  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam; 
and  then  with  the  laying  on  of  hands,  according  to  Apostolic  and  Reformed  usage, 
to  be  set  apart  and  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry. 

Secondly:  That  when,  by  the  guidance  of  God,  his  Rev.  shall  have  come  to  us,  he 
shall  faithfully  perform  every  part  of  the  Sacred  Ministry,  as  an  orthodox  Overseer, 
Shepherd  and  Teacher  of  the  lU^formed  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  ought  to  do.  He 
»hall  call  upon  the  God  of  Heaven  in  public  worship;  he  shall  preach  the  Word  of 
God  In  purity;  he  shall  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments  as  Christ  Instituted  them; 
he  shall  Instruct  the  youth  by  catechetical  exercises;  he  shall  exercise  Church  dis- 
cipline; and  in  all  things,  he  shall  have  the  good  oversight  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  far  as  he  is  able. 

Thirdly:  That  God  willing,  when  his  health  Is  good  and  the  weather  suitable,  his 
Rev.  shall,  from  Easter  to  the  beginning  of  November,  preach  twice  on  every  Lord's 
Day,  one  Lord's  Day  in  the  Church  of  Catsklll,  and  the  next.  In  the  Church  of 
Coxsackie;  in  the  forenoon  he  may  preach  on  any  text  taken  out  of  the  Holy  Word 
of  God;  in  the  afternoon  he  shall  follow  the  line  of  thought  of  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism.  Daring  the  rest  of  the  year,  from  the  beginning  of  November  to  Easter, 
preaching  once  each  Ix>rd's  Day  will  be  sufficient.  But  Catsklll  and  Coxsackie  are 
each  to  have  an  equal  number  of  services. 
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Fonnblj:  Tbat  on  tbe  Pestlrals,  hla  Ber.  sball  bold  leirlces.  b>  la  the  ciutiim  In 
tbe  KeforiDod  Dutcb  Cbqrch  at  each  place  ap  egnal  amnber  ol  tlmcH. 

Filthl^:  Tbat,  God  willing,  bis  Rev.  ibalt  admlDlst^r  tbe  Lord'a  Bupper  toai 
tlmea  a  year;  twire  a  year  at  Catakill,  and  twice  at  Coiaackle.  bj  toniB:  once  on 
CbrlBtmaB  Saadar.  or  on  tlip  Bunda]'  after  CbrlRtmaa  when  ChriBtmaB  doea  oat  Call 
OD  a  Sondajr;  and  once  on  EaBter  Sanda^.  The  other  occaaloiu  for  celebiatlDg  the 
Lord'a  Supper  will  have  to  be  amoged  with  reference  to  these  two. 

BWMy:  Tbat.  before  each  celebration  of  the  Liord'a  Sapper,  at  tbe  place  wberc  It 
la  Co  be  held,  bla  Rev.  aball  preach  a  preparatorf  aennon;  and.  once  a  fear,  be  ahalt 
go  thrODgh  both  churches  p<-rfomilDg  Tlsltadons. 

Od  theae  condltloua,  We.  the  ConaUtories  of  the  said  two  combined  chnrebea  of 
Catsklll  and  Coiaackle,  Iti  onr  capacit;  as  Elders  aud  Deacoos.  promlae  for  oar- 
selTca  and  for  onr  aacceKsors  comln)(  Into  ofllce  from  time  to  time,  and  glre  aMnr- 
ance.  In  all  slnccrltr.  as  long  aa  bla  BeT.  continues  to  be  our  OTerse«r,  Bhepbcid 
and  Teacher,  tbe  following:— 

nrst:  That  we  will  give  to  hla  Rev.,  on  bis  acceptance  and  slgnlog  of  tbla  call, 
elghtjr  ponnda  In  money  carrent  Id  tbe  Province  of  New  York. 

Bamidly;  That  we  will  give  ble  Rev.  a  aallable  dwelUag.  with  a  bam,  a  garden 
and  a  well,  and  keep  them  la  repair,  In  ancb  manner  aa  shall  be  agreeable  to  bl« 
Rev.  and  the  churches:  together  with  twentj  acres  of  land  at  Catsklll.  not  far  tnim 
tbe  church.  This  sball  be  hla  aa  long  as  bis  Rev.  remains  our  Overseer.  Bhepherd 
and  Tescber.    The  repairing  has  reference  only  to  tbe  boose,  the  bam  and  tb«  well 

TMlrdlf:  That  from  the  time  his  Bev.  la  at  Coiaackle.  In  performing  the  datiM  of 
hla  mlDlstry  be  ahsEl  be  provided  with  board  and  suitable  lodging;  the  latter  of 
which  only  Cozaackle  promlsea  to  provide. 

Fimrthly;   That  we  will  deliver  for  bla  Bev.  at  bla  door,  all  the  fire-wood  wblcb  be 

PtflMf:  That  we  will  pay  bla  Rev,  yearly  and  every  year,  tbe  Bum  of  eighty 
pounde  In  money  carrent  Id  the  Province  of  New  York,  Id  two  Inatallments;  a  Jnat 
half  of  It  at  (be  expiration  of  eaeb  half  year,  to  begin  from  tbe  day  of  bla  camlDg 
to  onr  said  cbnrcheB.  and  thia  Is  to  contlane  sb  long  as  bla  Rev.  remaUu  onr  Over- 
Beer,  Sbepberd  and  Teacher. 

We,  then,  tbe  CoDBlstorles  aforesaid,  extend  to  the  said  Jobannea  Bchaneman, 
and  pot  Into  hla  bands,  tbis  call.  We  desire  that  be  would  accept  tbe  same  Id  the 
fear  of  the  Lord:  and  we  pray  tbat  tbe  good  God.  the  Ruler  of  tbe  World.  wtO  be 
pleased  to  gnlde  him  safety  on  his  voyage  ont  and  back  on  tbe  wild  waten,  and 
enable  blm  to  come  back  to  na  with  ■  rich  bleaaiDg. 

To  ahow  tbat  Id  lbes«  onr  acta  we  are  sincere  aDd  of  good  Intention,  we  set  oar 
banda  aDd  seala  to  tbla  Instrainent  on  tbIs  twelfib  day  ot  November.  In  tbe  year  of 
onr  Lord,  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  Bfty. 

Gerrlt  Van  Hergen 
Phillip  Bronk 

Bendrlk  (his  mark)  X  Hoogteling 
Thennls  Van  Vecbten 
Caaparla  Brook 
Joban  Persen,  Jnnlor. 
Hendrlk  Van  den  Berck 
Jobannea  Overbagh. 
Tbla  call   was  made  In   Albany   on  tbe   twelfth  of  November  In  tbe  year  of  our 
Ijord.  one  thonaand  aeven   hundred  and  nfty  one,  and  signed  and  aesled:  as  wit- 
nessed  by   Theodorus   Frlellngbnysen,   pastor  of  the   ChuTch  of  Jesus   Christ  st 
Albany,  president  of  tbe  meeting. 

Pleter  WInne.  JnaHce. 

I,  the  under!>lgnrd.  accept  this  call  Id  tbe  fear  of  Che  Lord,  promising  to  submit 

myself  lo  the  conditions  allpnlsted,  so  far  ss  Cbe  Lord  will  give  me  BtrengCb.    To 

thla  1  set  my  hand  and  seal. 
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Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  15,  1751. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     xxiii,  258 ;  xxiv,  7. 

Very  Reverend,  Very  Learned.  Godly  Sirs, 
If essleoTB*^. Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— 

I  have  the  honor  of  sending  on  to  your  Revs,  the  original  testimonial  obtained  by 
ReY.  Fleter  de  Wlnt,  together  with  a  writing  from  bim.  I  had  already,  in  Angnst 
last  sent  this  to  the  Very  Reverend  Theodoms  Van  Schelluyne,  with  a  view  to  its 
being  presented  to  the  Rev.  Classis  as  T  tmst  it  has  been  already.  Bnt  the  Rev. 
Classis  haying  written  to  the  Coetns  itself  abont  this  matter,  the  latter  obtained 
from  him  a  copy  of  what  he  had  written,  which  is  the  one  now  sent.  With  It  goes 
a  letter  from  the  Coetas,  signed  by  the  president  and  scribe,  also  a  special  letter 
written  by  himself,  as  well  as  one  from  his  church. 

Accompanying  these  are  also  certain  documents  of  Job.  Aeraillus  Wernig,  in  proof 
•f  his  Rey*s.  candidacy  in  Germany,  and  of  his  ser^'ice  in  a  diuconate  in  Switzer- 
land. Bnt  his  Rev.  has  no  certificate  from  the  Chapter  of  Stekhorm  authorising 
him  to  administer  the  Sacraments.  This,  however,  he  solemnly  declared  and  pro- 
fi>s8ed  before  the  commissioners  that  he  had  done  there,  and  that  by  legal  appoint- 
ment. What,  now.  the  deficiency  of  that  testimonial  signifies.  I  do  not  personally 
know;  bnt  I  have  learned  from  two  of  our  members  who  were  Swiss-bom,  that 
Wernig  waB  not  a  Swiss  citizen,  and  this,  I  think  I  understood,  may  liave  been  the 
cause  of  it. 

But  I  know  that  his  Rev.  while  in  Holland,  for  the  purpose  of  being  promoted  to 
the  ministry,  fell  in,  at  Rotterdam,  with  two  individuals  from  a  district  (over  here) 
called  Stone  Arabia.  These  offered  him  a  call  from  their  church,  which  call  he 
also  accepted.  Thereupon  he  went  thither  with  them,  without  further  pre.«<enting 
himself  before  any  Classis,  or  making  It  known  at  all.  This  proceedure  is  now 
creating  some  dissatisfaction  among  some  of  the  people,  as  also  in  the  Coetus.  in 
which  he  appeared  for  some  redress  in  his  affairs.  His  request  was,  that  he. 
together  with  his  church,  might  be  received  into  Its  membership.  But  this  body  was 
oiwiUlng  to  enter  into  the  matter,  and  declare  him  a  legal  minister,  and  recognize 
him  as  a  member,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  It  sends  on  the 
papers,  therefore,  in  the  hope  that  the  Rev.  Classis.  considering  that  the  man  acted 
in  Ignorance,  as  did  also  the  Commissioners,  will  make  no  objection  to  his  Rev's, 
being  recognized  as  a  minister  legally  called  to  that  place;  for  not  even  one  of  the 
Coetus  objects.  It  is  the  more  important  to  do  this,  because  the  Church  is  German 
and  the  people  widely  scattered.  Otherwise  great  disturbance  might  be  created, 
from  the  fact  that  bis  Rev.  Is  recognized  by  the  people  there  as  their  legal  minister. 
This  appears  from  a  certain  writing  shown  to  the  Commissioners. 

To  the  great  sorrow  of  our  entire  church,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  faithful 

service,  and  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  life,  my  very  Rev.  Colleague,  (Gualtenu*) 

Do  Bois,  died  on  the  9th  of  October.    On  the  day  after  his  burial.  I  held  a  Rolonin 

memorial  service;  preaching  from  Nnmbers  8:25.    His  office,  as  "Special  Scribe"  he 

has  filled  with  great  pleasure  and  faithfulness.    He  had  laid  down  this  office  with 

stdnera.  on  account  of  the  vexations  caused  him,  particularly  by  Rev.  Haaghoort, 

who  cherished  a  feeling  of  resentment  against  the  Coetus,  and  especially  against 

that  aged  father.    This  was  because  he  did  not  manage  matters,  or  have  others  do 

it.  so  that  he  might  become  minister  at  Aquackanonck,  or  somewhere  else;  whereas 

there  was  no  church  that  wanted  him  although  he  was  tired  of  his  own  church  at 

Second  River,  (Belleville).    As  to  the  real  cause,  that  Is  known  to  everybody  about 

here.    I  do  not  care  to  mention  It  unless  I  am  obliged  to.    Probably,  from  a  protest 

made  by  him.  which  was.  in  part.  Inserted  in  our  minutes.  It  will  yet  come  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Rev.  Classis.    This  aged  father  said  to  me,  **I  am  now  done  with 

the  Coetus,  or  else  Haaghoort  will  have  to  leave."    Little  did  he  think  at  the  time. 

that  his  deliverance  was  so  nigh;  for  his  Rev.  was  then  as  strong  as  I  had  ever 

known  him  to  be. 

Now  I,  having  been  appointed  in  his  place  a.s  special  scribe,  ought  to  send  on.  as 

it  CQstomary.  the  Minutes  of  the  regular  Coetus,  as  well  as  those  of  the  s\><>cV«l\. 
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i;:<-ptinR  four  weelm  lulpr.  Tills  wbr  oiled.  liooauKi?  of  tbi>  roiidltJati  In  n-hlrb  Lon' 
Ibland  matCcnt  ncrp  nt  the  tlmp.  t  Hbonld  Rim  send  n  Ivtipr  ^vlni:  Id  brief  a  few 
ItPDiH.  But  It  liuK  bt>t>n  Ibougbl  t>eat  tbat  I  should  deter  dolntc  italK  until  ueit  rear; 
bn-nniie.  aa  It  nan  fiild,  tbe  matters  onebt  flnit  to  be  morp  rlnsel;  tnniild'.'ml.  etc.; 
alao  Ibe  letter  uii:h1  Iw  written  In  name  of  tbo  Coetus.  So  the  KeT.  riassla  wlH 
please  take  tbln  IpIIer  ;i8  a  iierKoniil  one.  and  tii  nn  Sonne  an  nrllten  In  the  name  ot 
the  Uev.  t'oetiu:  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  aa  nne  In  wbleb  I  bnneMilj  la;  open  laj  dls- 
sallsfartlon  witb  the  aela  nt  thoae  brelhreii.  Wlib  the  better  InteniloniHl  of  IbOM 
bretbren.  1  hope  la  set  inntien  apiiln  nn  the  old  fontlnji.  Otherwise  I  xbalt  be 
forced  to  (ukc  dllT'-rvut  nienimrei«;  alu-ajH.  bowenrr.  with  aubnil»i<lon  of  1117  Jodge- 
meat  to  that  of  jour  Kev*. 

.Vs  a  private  member,  then.  I  innkt'  kiiow 
imig  exlHIInji  wllh  refi'ienee  lo  tlie  llarllii 
CoitluK  bfeo  liapijlly  Helllwl. 

It  haa  been  thonitbt  best  lo  forliJd  de  \Vliit,  who  had  already  been  oidalned.  to 
■dinlnlHter  tbe  Saeiamenta.  Tbe  letter  eniiipniii'd  by  the  I'oelua  on  bis  inaltern  eon- 
talna  more  than  one  durk  alatement  ealrnlatcd  tn  Injure  blm.  Tbe  want  of  tLem, 
t  have  tried  lo  i;et  modlBcd  by  aupplenientarj'  notes. 

As  to  the  case  of  Arnndeus:  many  bnve  trleil  to  Ket  blm  away  from  Loos  Island. 
Also  many  huudn'ds  wbn  hare  rluni;  la  blm.  have,  to  all  appearances,  been  ntteHy 
cnrnipted.  They  have  employed  tbe  power  of  the  l^w.  They  have  held  on  to  blm 
In  aplle  of  all  opiioeltlon.  To  that  end  they  have  made  a  wrong  o»e  of  tbe  liberty 
of  religion,  acrordlni;  to  tbe  Ael  of  Toleration,  under  the  Crown  of  IJreat  Rritaln. 
They  have  souKbt  In  every  eonrrlTable  Bay  to  Bate  their  case.    Itnt,  following  yoni 

n-ooDCl Nation,  nnl  everylhinc  any  longer,  has  lo  come  from  Ibe  side  of  Arondfus. 
ele.  We  also  examined,  on  The  other  side,  ibe  doi'umi'nt  of  Utplandus  Van  Slnderen. 
Althougb  It  bad  received  some  stDkes  of  (he  brush.  II  very  clearly  showed  me  tb^:I 
the  blame  lay.  It  not  chieHy.  yel  at  least  In  Inru'e  p;irt.  with  tbe  latter.  Tbla  how- 
ever, did  not  give  the  others  Ibe  liberty  lo  do  hh  they  did.  Bnl  tbe  hatred  of  those 
people  to  the  Coelus  at  that  lime,  to  which,  amonj:  other  things.  Ihey  were  Insti- 
gated, was  not  a  Illlle  of  a  dmnbaek  to  them.  U>  have  charged  both  these  men. 
each  arconllng  lo  u  dellnlte  proin'am.  to  preach  penitential  iiemions  on  the  Silk 
Inst..  In  Ibe  preHenre  of  three  cummliisloned  mInlKieni.  One  of  these,  then.  Is  to 
prearb  a  peace  and  penitential  aernion  Hllb  referenee  lo  the  Church.  After  that. 
an  enilre  new  crmnlntory  Ix  lo  be  chosen  for  the  Hve  villages,  tin  the  day  fntlow' 
Inc.  the  Iwo  other  nilnlitleni  are  to  preach  on  the  same  auhjeet.  Then  the  coD- 
■Utory.  niter  having  been  Itislalleil.  will  seek  tn  eilend  a  legal  call  lo  Arondeo* 
The  result  we  shall  make  known  at  the  enrllcKt  opportnnlly. 

If,  now.  It  shall  plence  the  Rev.  Axsembly  to  anawer  this  |H-rsonaI  letter  of  mlae. 
It  will  be  a  great  comfort  lo  me.  Dtit  t>hould  It  please  tbe  Itev.  Clawls  to  leave  II 
unanswered,  and  make  use  of  It  In  the  proper  place.  1  shall  be  satlslled.  Far  myseU. 
I  will  endeavor  lo  prutnote  peace  and  nully  among  the  brethren,  and  tbe  true  wel- 
fare of  tbe  cburclies.  nlthougb  others  may  none  the  less  hesitate  to  discover  sinister 
designs  (tberelnl  and  publicly  to  oppose  (hem. 

With  this  I  clnee.    Wishing  tbe  Very  liev.  AHsenibly  everything  desirable . 

I  sign  myself.  Your  Very  Revs.  Obedlenl  Servant  and  Brother. 

J.  Rittema. 
New  York. 

Nov.  IMh.  1T51. 

Xole  on  the  Hev.  Oualterius  I>ubols.   who  died  Oct.  9.  ITS!. 

HcT.  Uuatterlna  iWalterl  Duliols.  This  gentleman,  who  waa  Installed  ■  pastor  of 
the  Kefomied  Duteh  Chtireh  In  this  city.  In  October.  MM,  was  bom  In  tbe  year  ISTl. 
at  Slreelkerf  In  Holland;  bis  father.  Dcnilne  Tctrns  Dubois,  being  then  pas  lor  of 
the  cbureb  at  that  place.  The  Bnbjc'l  of  this  sketch  was  educated  at  the  Unlvenltr 
of  Leyden.  and  passed  bis  exsmlnallon  liefon-  the  Clsssls  of  AmsIenlBm  In  ICfl. 
ROOD  after  which  he  received  n  call  to  tbi»  city.  He  served  faithfully  In  his  pastonl 
duties  In  this  eltj  for  upwanl  of  flfty  yearn.  He  preached  for  tbe  last  time  on  tbe 
afternoon  of  !9th  Repteuiber.  I7KI,  After  service  Ik*  returned  home,  and  was  lelsed 
wItb  Illness  In  bis  stud.v.  which  brought  him  10  his  slek  chamber,  where  be  laD- 
RDlsbed  until  Tuesday  ot  the  following  week.  11 
age  of  about  eighty  years.  He  was  sacceeded  Id 
De  RoDde— Valenllne-s  New  York,  p.  333, 
See  also  Corn-la't  Uanoal.  DOS,  pages  43R-t<:. 
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Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
Free  School  and  Teacher's  Dwelling. 

New  York,  Nov.  18,  1751. 

Consistory  held.  Mr.  Daniel  Brat  handed  in  a  list  of  free 
scholars.  These  were  found  to  be  three  more  than  the  Consistory 
had  appointed.  He  requested  payment  for  all  these,  and  also  to 
be  permitted  to  take  more,  if  they  offered  themselves.  Both  these 
requests  were  acceded  to,  but  on  condition  that  the  number  should 
not  exceed  twenty. 

Domine  De  Rondo  read  a  written  statement  to  the  Consistory, 
that  for  the  rent  of  his  former  dwelling  and  his  present  one,  he 
had  been  compelled  to  pay,  out  of  his  own  means,  more  than  the 
twenty-five  pounds  ($G2.50),  allowed  him  with  his  call.  lie 
requested  that  the  Consistory  would  not  let  him  suffer  thereby. 
This  was  granted.  It  was  also  determined  that  he  should  at  once 
l>p  provided  with  a  suitable  dwelling  like  as  the  other  ministers. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  theib  Correspondence. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  Nov^  23,  1751. 

Vol.  30,  page  236,  No.  135. 
To  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Rot.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

In  our  letter  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York  of  May  3rd, 
Hoi.  we  informed  you  of  the  not  groundless  suspicion  of  the 
^ev.  Classis  of  Neder  Vein  we,  that  both  the  Rev.  Coetus  as  well 
as  ourselves  had  been  grossly  deceived  by  Peter  Do  Wind.  There 
«a5  at  length  come  into  the  hands  of  one  of  our  members,  and 
^kereby  into  our  hands,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Rev.  Wynstok,  and 
herewith  sent  to  you,  that  you  may  {)revent  the  ordination  of 
such  a  man  as  this  Peter  De  Wind  to  the  Sacred  Ministry,  until 
Jit  least  the  truth  or  groundlessness  of  these  suspicions  shall  be 
^ade  clear  to  us.     Meantime  we  trust  that  you  have  secured  the 


I 
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original  certificates  which  De  Wind  preeenled  to  you,  and  that 
you  will  send  them  to  us.  We  are  now  fullj  convinced  that  this 
Peter  De  Wind, — Oh  base  deed!  has  pressed  himself  with  foiled 
certificates  so  far  toward  the  Sacred  Ministry  of  the  Gospel 
Herewith  are  also  sent  the  certified  copies  of  the  transactdons  of 
the  Classis  of  Xeder  Veluwe,  as  well  as  some  other  reports  and 
information  about  him.  Of  all  this  the  Classis  being  fully  coo- 
viiiccd,  after  a  calm  c:vaiiiin8tion  of  the  documents  and  matiue 
deliberation,  with  ip-eat  disgust  at  such  deceitful  and  widud 
conduct,  passed  the  following  resolution,  unanimously,  and  in 
ihe  fear  of  God's  name. 

*■  That  Peter  De  Wind,  if  not  already  ordained,  is  hereby  ad- 
judged unworthy  ever  to  be  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry; 
and  if,  (which  we  hope  not,)  he  has  been  already  ordained,  thit 
he  be,  (ie  facto,  deposed,  even  as  the  Classis  does  by  these  presents 
depose  him,  and  declare  him  (iiiJiabil)  unqualified  ever  to  assume 
any  ecclesiastical  function.  From  tliis,  it  also  follows,  as  i 
matter  of  course,  that  he  be  considere<l  a^s  under  censure," — This 
business  we  now  leave  to  the  Consistories  of  Bergen  and  Stafeo 
Island,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Coetus. 

Notice  has  already  been  piven  of  this  prae  alabel,  although  u 
yet,  only  in  a  general  way,  to  the  Christian  Synod,  held  this  year 
at  Edam,  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  Minuto. 
We  shall  mate  further  report  of  this  case  next  year  to  the  Synod,, 
even  as  we  have  made  known  this  our  resolution  to  the  Consistory 
of  Staten  Island  by  letter  sent  at  the  same  time  as  this  oomiuuni- 
cation.  We  have  exhorted  thera,  especially  in  such  an  important 
case  as  this,  to  consult  with  you,  and  to  act  in  cooperation.  We 
heartily  wish  you  all  needed  wisdom  and  prudence  in  this  matter.. 
Carry  into  effect  the  action  of  Classis  with  holy  zeal.  If,  con- 
trary to  expectation,  P.  De  Wind  should,  after  this  expcenie^ . 
attempt  to  perform  any  function  of  the  Sacred  Ministry,  snob, 
function  must  be  considereil  as  illegal  and  null  in  the  Church  rf 
God.  (indeed,  all  the  more  on  account  of  his  wicked  intmsm,. 
into  the  Sacred  Ministry.)     Care  must  be  taken  against  hioa  i* 
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rery  possible  way,  the  moat  stringent  means  of  defence  being 
mployed  against  him. 

We  have  the  honor  to  wish  you  most  cordially  every  blessing 
TOm  the  God  of  heaveo.  May  He  give  yoti  aiiccesa  in  building 
ip  Zion  in  those  r^ons,  so  that  even  there  it  may  be  a  glory 
ipoo  the  earth.  As  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  may  you  be  clothed 
with  salvation,  and  may  you  be  found  with  joy  as  the  highly 
favored  ones  of  the  Lord.  Subscribing  otirselves,  Rev,  Sirs  and 
Brethren, 

Signed  as  before^ 
In  our  Classical  Aseembly, 

November  23,  1751. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  and  their  Correspondence. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Bei^n  and 

Statin  Island,  November  23,  1751.   Vol.  30,  page  238,  No.  136. 
To  the  Worthy  (JentJemen  and  Brethren,  the  Elders  and  Deacons 
constituting  the  Consistory  of  Bergen   and  Staten   Island,   in 
New  Netberland. 
Very  Worthy  Men  and  Brethren : — 

It  is  not  without  great  sorrow  and  deep  sympathy  for  yonr 

chnrch,  a  church  of  God  in  such  distant  regions,  that  we  inform 

jon  of  the  character  of  your  pastor.     Whether  he  is  yet  only 

under  a  call,  or  whether  he  baa  been  already  ordained—this  Peter 

Do  Wind — ^we  know  not.     But  he  has  operated  in  a  very  deeeitful 

iMnner  in  securing,  or  rather  in  forging  testimonials  for  hira- 

«lf,  both  from  the  Consistory  of  Hardcrwyk  and  from  the  Classis 

of  Keder  Veluwe.     In  these  he  is  represented   as  having  been 

wceived  as  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  still  reo:^- 

uied  as  a  member  of  the  same;  and  by  the  said  Classis,  as  a 

oadidate.     The  impious  deception  and  detestable  falsehood   in 

f:  wdi  of  these  certificates  have  been  abimdantly  shown  to  us.     We 

E  nire  sent  copies  of  the  Acta  of  the  Classis  of  Nedor  Veluwe,  with 

i  u  extract  ^m  a  letter  of  Rev,  Wynstok  about  the  conduct  of 

!  wd  De  Wind,  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York.     We  have  also 

*  infonned  that  body  that  the  matter  has  been  brought  before  the 
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Christian  SjtkmI  of  North  Holland,  held  this  year  at  Edam.  It 
was  also  resohpj  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  write  to 
Consistory  of  Uorpeu  and  Staten  laland  in  New  Netherland, 
to  the  Coetns  of  New  York.  This  is  done  on  the  written 
of  the  Ciassid  of  Nc<ler  Veluwe,  which  also  intends  to 
i-eoord  of  tJu3  decojition  of  De  Wind  in  their  Minutes.  (^ 
■  !ociimcnt  sent  to  New  York  is  as  follows:) 

"  That  the  Classis  of  Anwtordam,  after  a  calm  examination  d 
the  documents  and  mature  delit>cratioii  on  the  same,  has 
abhorrence  of  such  deceitful  and  wicked  conduct,  in  the  fear  tt 
God's  name,  jidjudged  Peter  De  Wind,  if  not  already  ordained, 
to  be  unworthy  ever  to  be  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry 
if,  which  wo  lio|ic  not,  he  has  bwn  already  ordained,  that  he  W 
fie  facto  deposed ;  and  we  declare  liim  inhnh'd  (disqualified)  cvertn 
exercise  any  ecclesiastical  functions.  It  therefore  follows,  Bs  ■ 
matter  of  course,  that  he  most  Ih?  trcsilwl  by  the  members  of  Coo- 
i^istory  on  Stafcn  Ireland  and  at  Rcrgfii,  if  he  remain  there,  ts 
member  under  cpiisurp-" 

At  this  same  time  wo  send  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Coetus,  whidi 
we  doubt  not.  will  ratify  our  resolution,  and  assist  y 
c\iting  the  same  Wherefore  we  counsel  and  exhort  you  in  t 
fraternal  maimer,  yet  not  the  less  earnestly,  to  seek  the  advice  of 
Coetus  in  a  matter  of  such  importance,  and  co-operate  with  thai 
]!ody  in  opposition  to  such  a  deceiver,  lu  this  country,  he  hii 
made  himself  liable  to  civil  punishment  by  the  government.  In 
his  intrusion  into  the  Sacred  Ministry  he  has  acted  like  a  thie^ 
utid  opened  the  way  for  the  perpetual  removal  of  all  good 
and  discipline  from  the  Chnrcli  of  God.  Who  can  defend  sudi 
a  fellow?  especially,  bow  can  they  who  have  any  right  feelinp 
toward  God  and  the  ilini^try — tlie  Overseers  of  God's  Churdil 
Must  not  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order  in  God' 
Church?  Never  can  such  a  man  now  be  considered  as  I6gs4 
called  or  properly  commissioned.  Tf  the  foundation  is  a  lie 
deceit,  what  can  the  building  be '.  Who  could  entrust  imi 
souls  to  the  guidance  of  such  a  one?     How  can  such  a  man 
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nd  to  have  a  right  oonoeption  of  the  oflBce  of  a  minister,  or  any 
mviction  of  fitness  for  the  same?  How  can  lie  have  any  love 
►  God  and  Christ,  any  love  for  His  glory  and  for  His  people; 
Qd  desire  for  the  conversion  of  souls,  or  their  edification?  How 
an  he  have  any  knowledge  of  the  elements  which  constitute  an 
itemal  call  to  the  ministry?  What  blessing  can  such  a  man 
xpect  on  his  work,  or  what  encouragement  and  support  can  he 
eceive  on  the  same? 

Enter  on  this  duty.  Men  and  Brethren,  prudently,  but  not 
rithout  zeal.  We  heartily  wish  you  the  wisdom  of  the  saints.  If 
ontrary  to  expectation,  this  De  Wind  shall  undertake  to  perform 
nv  ministerial  duties,  after  the  notification  of  this  our  resolution, 
^lassis  will  attend  to  tliat  Such  a  determination  and  wicked 
atrusion  into  the  Sacred  Ministry,  must  be  shown  to  be  utterly 
[legal  and  null.  Care  must  be  taken  in  every  possible  way,  and 
be  most  stringent  means  of  defence  be  used  against  such  a  one. — 
lay  the  Lord  be  with  you  all,  and  keep  all  oifences  out  of  your 
hurch,  and  cause  wisdom  and  piety  long  to  flourish  among  you. 

We  subscribe  ourselves.  Worthy  Men  and  Brethren, 

Your  Servants  and  Fellow  Overseers, 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     In  the  name  of  all, 
John  van  der  Vorm,  Depp.  Praeses. 
Jas.  Tykens,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  &  Dep.  Scriba. 
n  Classis,  Nov.  23,  1751. 

•"iRST  College  in  New  York.      (Closely  Connected  with 
Church  Affairs.     See  March  22,  29,  1753.) 

Colonial  Laws  of  New  York.     Chapter  909. 

ji  Act   for  Vesting  In  Trnstees  the  Sam  of  Three  thousand  Four  Hundred  and 

'oity  Three  pounds.  Eighteen  Shillings  raised  by  way  of  lottery  for  erecting  a 

oUege  within  this  Colony. 

(PasHed,  November  26,  1751.) 

Whereas  the  Sum  of  Three  thousand  Four  Hundred  and  Forty  three  PoundK, 
Igfateen  Shillings,  has  been  raised  within  this  Colony  by  way  of  Lottery  for  Brect- 
ig  a  College,  for  the  Education  of  Youth  within  the  Same,  which  Sum  being  not 
mcelTed  Sofflcient,  without  further  Additions  to  answer  the  Said  end  of  Rroctinir 
Hopleatlng  and  Establishing  a  College  for  the  advancement  of  usefull  Learning,  It 
conoelved  Necessary  that  Trustees  bo  appointed,  as  well  for  the  Setting  at  Interest 
le  Bald  Som  of  Three  Thousand  Foi:r  Hundred  and  Forty  Three  Pounds,  Eighteen 
hlHlBci  already  Raised  for  the  Said  Purpose,  as  for  Receiving  the  Contributions 
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and  DoDatloDB  of  Surh   IVraona  U9  mas  be  Cbiritablj  dlapoied  to  be  benefactiM 
uid,  Bncauragen  at  So  Inadable  an  audertaklng. 

BE  It  tberefon  Enacted  by  biB  Eicellentj  tbe  GoTeruar,  tbe  ConacU.  and  tl« 
Oeneial  Auemblf.  nud  It  In  hprebf  Enacted  by  tbe  Authority  o(  tbe  Same,  TM 
tbe  eldest  Coancllor  resIiiliiK  In  tbls  Colony,  Ibe  Spcakec  of  the  General 
and  tbe  Jodsea  of  the  Supreme  Coart  Ibe  Mayor  of  Che  City  of  Sett  York  a 
Treuanrcr  of  tbla  Colony  foe  the  time  belpg.  logetbcr  nilb  Jamea  LlTlDgBton  E 
Mr.  Benjamin  Nlcol,  and  Mr.  Wllllnm  LlTliisslou,  or  the  Sorrlyor  or  Sorrl' 
tbem  tbe  Bald  Jatues  I^Tlogaton.  BeDJamlD  Nical  and  WlUlam  Lertngaton,  SbaH  Wt 
and  hereby  are  atipolnted  TrDBtees  for  mauaging  tbe  Said  Bnm  of  Tbree  Tbonari 
Four  Himdred  «iLd  Forty  three  Pounda.  Klgbteen  Shllllnga,  and  for  nuna^nc  Uf 
otber  Sum  or  Sums  of  Mnney.  Lands,  noods  or  Cbattlea,  which  May  be  coatribVMI 
or  given  by  any  T't-r^ou  or  L'ersoDif  wbalBoever  to  tie  Iniployed  to  tbe  Said  nae  nt 
I'urpoBe  of  Erecting  cumpleuliug  anil  EstublUblng  a  College  tor  the  advaacemcml  i( 
Learning  within  IDs  Colony.  All  which  Said  Sum  and  Suuu  of  Money  they  tbe  Bdl 
Tmateea  and  the  major  part  of  tbem  and  of  the  SnrrlTora  of  them  Shall  be  nl 
hereby  are  impowered  required  and  directed  la  put  oat  at  Inteieit.  Yearly  and  evMr 
Year,  together  with  the  Intereat  arising  thereon,  until  tbe  Same  Sball  hie  «mpl«|«l  i 
tor  tbe  tue.  And  Purpose  ot  Erecting  and  Bstabllahlng  a  Colledge  for  tbe  adTUM- 
ment  ot  Learning  within  thia  Colony,  in  Snch  Manner  ■■  Shall  by  aome  Act  OC  AM 
hereafter  to  be  passed  for  that  pnrpoie  be  directed. 

And  be  It  further  Enacted  by  the  Anthorlty  aforeeald,  that  If  any  LudS.  Tm*- 
mentB  or  HereditamentB  Shall  be  gtven  by  any  Peraon  or  Peraona  TTIlillniw 
towards  founding  the  Said  College,  tbe  aforeaaid  Trustees  and  the  Uajor  part  ol 
them  and  of  the  SurrlTora  of  tbem  Sball  be,  and  hereby  are  enabled  to  let  tbe  mmt 
to  Farm  lo  tbe  best  advantage.  lor  advancing  tbe  Said  undertaking  Beodring  tta 
Rent  to  tbe  TreaBurer  of  tbls  Colony  for  tbe  time  being  (or  tbe  use  and  pnipaa 
aforeaaid. 

AND  be  It  further  Enacted  by  Ihe  Authority  aforesaid  that  the  Treasurer  of  tU* 
Colony,  Shall  and  he  la  bereby  required  and  directed  to  pay  <o  the  Bamwera  ttA 
Sum  and  Soma  ot  the  Money  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  as  shall  be  speclfyed  la 
the  Securities  by  them  lo  be  given  with  the  consent  of  the  Major  part  of  tbe  Tr»»- 
(ees  atorpsBld  Or  of  tbe  Survivors  of  them  Which  Securities  shall  be  In  tbe  NamM 
of  two  or  more  of  Ihe  TruMees  aforesaid  consenting.  With  conditions  for  the  pay- 
ment ot  the  Money  and  Inlerest  therefrom  arising,  to  Ihe  Treasurer  of  tbls  Colooy 
for  tbe  time  being  for  the  use  HUd  purpose  atare»ald  And  Such  Securities  given  si 
aforesaid  Sball  be  to  the  said  Treasurer  itood  voucbers  and  diacbargers  tor  the  Stau 
paid  tbereoD  by  blm  and  therein  mentioned, 

AND  be  It  turlbcr  Enacted  By  the  Authority  aforesaid,  that  tbe  aforesaid  Tnutesi 
Shall  be  and  bereby  are  Enabled  lo  Itecelve  Proposals  from  any  of  tbe  City's  gr 
County's  wllbin  this  Colou.v.  which  shall  be  desirous  of  having  the  Said  Colledft 
erected  Rllhln  their  Said  Cltya  or  County's,  touching  the  placing  or  Piling  ths 
Sane  therein  Respectively  and  Ihe  Said  Trustees  and  every  of  them  Sball  be  airf 
hereby  are  reqnlred  (o  Render  a  Just  and  true  account  on  Oath  ot  all  their  piB- 
ceedings  lo  Ibe  Premises,  to  Ibe  iiOvemor  Council  and  General  Asaembiy.  when  by 
tbem  or  any  of  them  thereunto  rnjnlied. 

Colonial  Laws  of  Nenr  York.  Vol.  III.  pp.  842.  SU,  SM. 

(See  Mnrcb  G.  1751:  April  E.  July  1.  Dec.  12,  1153;  Dec.  T.  1764;  also  BegenU'  Bnlletia, 
188J.  267. 1 

CuKKKSi-OXUENCE    PROM    AmEKICA.  | 

The  Chiirt'h  of  Xew  Paltz,  lo  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

DiT.   10,  1751.     O.  S.  i 

Portfolio  "  New  Vork  "  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  xxiii,  223.  ! 

Reference,  xsiv,  9.  j 

Very  Rev.  ClasMlcal  Aseenibly.  Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ;—  | 

We,  tbe  undersigned,  consistory  of  the  Reformed  Walloon  Church  at  New  PittK    ; 

bavlDg  ■  short  time  ago  placed  onrselvea  under  Ibe  direction  of  the  Rev.  Ooetnsrt   : 
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York»  and  bo  nuder  that  of  your  Reverences,  wish  your  Rev.  Assembly  blessing 
life  forevennore. 

tee  It  lias  come  to  onr  ears  that  yonr  Rev.  Assembly  does  not  consider  the  action 
le  Ber.  Coetos  regarding  us  as  worthy  of  praise,  we  feel  Impelled  to  present  to 

Beverences  as  clearly  as  possible,  the  whole  matter  of  onr  contention  with  the 
Istory  of  Kingston,  asliing  yonr  Reverences,  in  a  fraternal  spirit,  to  give  us  a 
snt  hearing,  aa  indeed  we  expect  yon  will. 

»r  tbelr  moat  holy  faith,  our  ancestors  fled  from  France  to  this  wilderness,  to 
pe  tbe  Roman  Antichrist.  Having  bought  a  land-patent  from  the  Indians,  they 
led  In  thia  locality  in  the  year  1677.  This  place  of  residence  was  guaranteed  to 
n  by  the  Duke  of  York,  (subsequently  James  the  Second,  King  of  Great  Britain), 
lugh  Governor  Andros.  And  until  the  present  time,  they,  and  we  their  descend- 
I,  have,  without  political  interference,  enjoyed  protection  and  privileges,  as 
nch  Protestant  Refugees. 

I  far  as  their  strength  allowed,  which  was.  Indeed,  small  at  first,  they  saw  to  it 
t,  besides  maintaining  Family  Worship,  they  should  have  in  their  midst  the 
Ue  service  of  pure  Religion.    In  the  village  of  the  Paltz  they  built  a  church  about 

year  1718,  and  worship  was  conducted  there  every  Sunday  in  the  Froueh  Ian- 
ge  by  Fr^ich  ministers  whenever  they  were  to  be  had;  such  as  Rev.  De  Pierre 
Ije  (Dallle)  and  Rev.  Bon  Repos,  who  in  the  year  1683,  appointed  a  consistory. 
erai  others  also  ofllclated,  of  whom  Molinaer,  who  was  minister  at  New  Rochelie. 
I  the  last.  In  the  year  1759.  Whenever  there  was  no  minister,  a  sermon  was  read 
Prench. 

[canwhile  Dutch  families  came  to  take  up  their  residence,  here  and  there,  among 
About  the  year  1727  services  of  worship  began  to  l>e  held  afternoons  in  the 
tch  language.  Because  there  was  no  more  French  ministers  to  be  had.  we 
ployed  also,  provisionally  some  German  ministers.  Some  of  us  also  contributed 
oething  toward  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  of  Kingston;  because,  when  we  had 
minister  of  our  own,  we  did  sometimes  trouble  that  church  and  its  minister,  as 
ag  nearest  to  us,  for  the  baptism  of  our  children.  Many  of  us,  who  understood 
i  Dutch  language,  did  at  times  go  to  church  there.  As  well-disposed  neighbors, 
•  also  contrihuted  toward  its  church  building  and  church  exjienses.  Some  Dutch 
milles,  having  removed  from  the  Kingston  community  and  its  villages,  as  also 
»m  some  other  places,  to  take  up  their  residence  among  us.  still  continued  their 
inection  with  the  Kingston  Church.    Some,  while  dwelling  among  us,  were  received 

confession  there,  because  we  had  no  minister, 
i'l&ally,  the  Kingston  Church  attempted  to  draw  us  entirely  to  itself,  and  to  make 

a  part  of  itself.  In  order  that  we  might  supply  a  permanent  perquisite  for  Its 
inisters.  In  our  continuous  opposition  to  that  attempt,  we  diligently  sought  to 
ep  our  greatly  Increasing  church  in  combination  with  one  or  two  of  the  neighbor- 
K  churches  nearest  to  us,  but  west  of  us,  for  the  settlement  of  a  minister.  Kings- 
0,  however,  always  tried  to  prevent  this.  It  was  in  a  condition  to  make  many 
roftds  upon  us,  and  to  draw  away  many  of  our  residents,  because  we  were  as  yet 
0  weak  to  support  a  minister  of  our  own;  for  we  lacked  the  living  voice  of  preach- 
i  as  well  as  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments— privileges  which  the  neighbor- 
gr  Kingston  always  enjoyed. 

Dpon  the  advice,  and  what  seemed  to  us  the  well-founded  reasonings  of  Rev. 
^rus  Van  Drlessen,  minister  at  Albany,  concerning  the  ordination  in  New  Eng- 
ad  of  Jan  Van  Drlessen,  (whose  conduct  in  these  regions  had  not  yet  then  become 
en  to  remarks).  We,  as  a  French  Church,  which,  by  the  statutes  of  England,  had  a 
fht  to  correspond  with  any  Protestant  Churches  which  are  in  the  King's  dominion, 

the  year  1733  throught  proper  to  call  this  Jan  Van  Drlessen  to  be  our  minister. 
Ingston  had  very  much  to  say  against  thin,  under  the  ridiculous  pretext  that  we 
»re  a  part  of  its  Church.  But  what  reason  had  we.  Walloon  Refugees,  who  at  tlie 
ne  were  under  no  obligation,  either  to  Kingston,  nor  under  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
Her  Dutch  Church,  to  believe  Rev.  Peter  Vas.  (of  Kingston)  rather  than  Rev.  Peter 
in  Drlessen.  Both  were  outsiders  and  simply  advisers?  But  alas!  What  happens? 
ir  neighbor,  Kingston,  to  whom  wc  had  done  so  much  good,  and  whose  church 
irdens,  out  of  pure  benevolence,  we  had  helped  to  carry,  unfortunately  goes  to 
)rk  and  put  us  under  discipline.  Why?  becauHe  we,  poor  French  Refugees,  a 
allooD  Church,  had  made  use  of  our  rights,  and  of  the  country's  liberties,  which 
d  been  granted  us  by  our  gracious  King.  We  did  not  know  that  a  Dutch  Church 
d  the  power  to  put  under  the  ban  a  Walloon  Church.    Nor  can  we  yet  account  for 

for  It  looks  so  utterly  incomprehensible  to  us. 
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.Not  Loiij;  ufltr,  KlnmiCun  gave  a  aiiLkinu  i>iDnt  of  [la  aklll  In  C'burcli  Onlrr.  Tbtr 
fulled,  and  (but  In  oiiiioslllua  lo  many  iii  lUi'lr  uiviuIhts  uuiI  elder*,  for  tbelr  ir 
lululBter,  u  I'ertHln  Mndcliu.  b  (>('rmim.  Uv.  djiod  bi^lDE  Hrrlilea  lo  bj  a  little  ni 
tior  to  tbv  uortb  rif  ibcai,  liy  ibe  uniiic  ut  ij.iiiscrtlei,  caiUE  ovvT  from  QprmiDir  l«r 
a  vi^r;  miiuJl  "uni  at  moncj':  Lm.  HriiliUK  It  [on  intugrr  lo  hl«  Ukla^  there,  bad  cow 
to  l*iiruiuus  or  laucl)  iii-brHlrubiirjt  to  lltp.  Uiwldca,  It  la  tbongbl.  tbat  be  bad  ben 
ordained,  imt  ai  Aiusttnluin,  liul  ■wuifivlii-iv  In  Ucnuan;;  wbcnaa  the  cry  bu 
ajBBj-a  bwii,  Iboi  AniBii-rauui  ur  al  ImM  HolluniJ,  was  ibe  only  rlgbl  door  for  i 
sbeiihcnl  di  vrit>.T  iuln  ibt  ilietiifulil  uf  ibi;  liulcb  (.-liun'b.  But  lii  no  i:bun'h  Unltf 
bave  He  fiiunil  [be  rli;bl  lu  put  Ibeni  uui-tr  b;iii  ur  ivniiurp.  TiiKj  bud  l>een  adi 
•IM  aSHfUBt  I'allliig  MaiiituB,  bnl  Ibey  n-Jw-tMl  tbat  udvli-e.  We  knew  where  T»i 
Urlesaen  bad  bran  onlaltied.  but  uot  irberv  lliinrliu  li:id  been.  Wbelber  a  Uern 
Cbarcb  amrlal  baa  a  belter  rifa'bt  to  oOli'late.  DUder  Iiutcb  Cburi'b  Jurlxdli'llon:  tl 
one  Irom  New  Boglnnd.  bolilliiR  (be  name  f^ntfxiiiiu  at  Falib,  lias  In  a  Walk 
Ubon'b.  botb  btlu^  uuder  Ibe  Enslbib  domlnloii:  atid  wblcb  )s  tbe  greater  blDndrr 
the  two.  we  leuTe  10  wlwr  men  tu  deelile. 

To  return  to  our  uwn  uffalra.  We  are.  nuvertbeless.  led  to  preaeat  oar  grle*av 
[umiilBiut  tu  your  Uevereui-i-ii.  L'pou  tbe  advice  of  Uev.  Uoetacblua,  we  bare  WW 
gone  over  tu  you.  bavliif;  by  the  Itev.  L'oelua  been  re<'ogn1aed  and  accepted  a*  a 
tbutcb  Indeiienileut  of  Klnsstoa.  May  It  iileane  Gud.  nuw  and  hereafter,  to  reward 
a  tbouBUDd  fold.  tUe  Cbrlmlan  coinpaetion  niaulfested  by  the  mlalaters  and  eldtn 
of  tbe  Itev.  Coetux,  The  abuve  lueiitluaed  Mr.  Manclus.  aa  long  as  be  baa  beoi  ■ 
resident  of  Kinsman,  bus  done  bis  U'Ht  to  divide  us;  yea.  Indeed,  to  make  >u  appear 
ua  ScblamutUa  under  ilUclplliie,  botb  before  your  Ileri..  bh  alao  before  tbe  Ber. 
(joeloa:  notwlt  ha  landing  tbe  tact  tbat  our  whole  condKlon  la  perfectly  known  to  tkr 
Iter.  L'-uelus,  and  tbat  many  of  Ita  worthy  uientbera  are  Intimately  acqnalDted  wltb 
ua.  And  to  our  great  grief  and  agitation,  we  must  bear  him  daily  revile  and  treat 
wltb  decplie  these  llToeiusj  members,  with  biH  alunderoua  tongue.  Indeed,  even  tk( 
Itev.  CluiwlH  doea  not  escaiie  bin  lucoua  I  derate  renmrki,  becaoae  that  body  aMircd 
na  by  letter  of  Ibe  l^tb  of  Xoveml>er,  1T4».  us  well  ai  by  the  monlb  of  He*.  Weymntb, 
who  bad  been  nutborlied  iberelo.  that  II  bad  received  us  under  lu  protection. 

Ken.  fatbera  and  Hrelbrvn,  do  but  think  how  painful  Ibla  must  be  to  tu.  AlthoM* 
our  parents  eiKHiH'd  from  under  the  ban  of  tbv-  Itoiuau  AnilchrlBI.  we.  In  this  day, 
abould  aim  encounter  obatmellnn.  and  tbat  from  a  vonilstory  and  minister  «lM 
count  tbemaelvea  aa  belonging  under  the  Jurisdlcllou  of  your  Bererencea:  and  tbat 
Ibey  have  done  aueb  a  abnuieful  deed  as  tbungh  it  were  by  your  Rererencea  eso- 
ulvaDce.  We  cannot  but  belle\e.  however,  tbat  your  iieverencea  have  some  tOwcIt 
of  compasalon  and  mercy  for  puor  oppreaaed  (.'hrlxtlana  and  Ihelr  cbildren;  and  that 
you  will  not  allow  them  to  be  destroyed  by  thoae  who  are  subonllnete  to  yonr  Sar- 
ereucea:  and  especially,  aince  ne  alao  have  now  become  aubordinate  to  yonr  Ber- 
erences.  And  now  we  cannot  retrain  from  asking  yonr  Very  Rev.  Cburcb  Aaaenbly, 
wltb  all  respect  and  modealy.  whether  aui.'b  a  thing  tma  been  done  by  tbe  autborlty 
and  permlBBlon  of  your  Kerereucefl.  aa  ibose  who  wronged  ua.  pretend. 

And  now  In  the  tear  of  God,  we  already.  If  necessary,  by  clearest  argument  aad 
with  matbemallcal  precision,  lo  denionalnite  lo  the  Hcv.  LVielua  and  also  to  y«B 
iteverences.  and  to  convince  even  our  greateitt  enemy  If  he  has  atlll  a  spark  at 
human  conaclence  left,  thai  from  our  rnrlleat  occupancy  of  our  I'atent.  iwhleb  li 
older  than  the  Kingston's  i'atent,)  we  have  been  a  complete  French  Cborob.  will 
consistories  of  our  own,  and  ]ndependi>nt  of  Kliigaton:  and  that,  therefore,  we  tsra 
been  wronged  and  oITeuded  Id  ibia  Klugslon  discipline.  In  Ibe  most  nnrhrlatiaa 
manner,  and  partlvulnrlj-  by  tbe  action  of  Mr.  Manclna, 

for  many  yeara.  wllh  uplifted  and  foldi'd  banda.  In  our  seoti-l  pmyera.  we  have 
brought  thia  complaint  l>efore  Ibe  Judge  of  Heaven.  And  now  we  lay  it  In  tbe  aiOR 
emphatic  terms  before  tbe  Aaaembly  of  your  Iieverencea.  with  a  moat  eameat  TeqiKSt 
(bat  your  Beverencea  may  bear  na  and  give  us  belp  and  deliverance;  and.  In  acnxd- 
;,nce  with  all  ecclealaatlcal  antborlly.  punlah  such  an  abominable  offence.  We  art 
ihc  very  Itev.  Classical  AsKembly  to  antliarlEe  tbe  Itcv.  Coctus  at  New  York  lo  mm- 
moa  Mr.  Manclua  before  tbcm,  with  hla  conalKiory  and  to  demand  acconut  of  tbMB, 
and  to  correct  them,  ecctealastlcally.  as  tbe  eilgendfs  of  tbe  eaae  may  rranli*;  iM 
may  tbli  IM  done.  In  order  to  reatore,  at  last,  tbe  long  wished  for.  but  mocb  dl»> 
tnrbed,  reat.  of  our  poor  cburcb.  Thia,  for  the  sake  of  God,  we  deaire  moat  earnsatlj 
and  peratatcntly.  Ki>r  chull  we  ever  be  able  lo  rnotent  onrMlT«*  until  the  B«T. 
l-lasalcal  Assembly  baa  tollllled  IhU  onr  Jnat  desire. 
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prepared  at  tbe  proper  tlm^,  lo  prov?  before  such  ecclealastlcal  ronrt,  by 
•t  ear  aQd  eye  wllaeflBes.  not  only  the  ground lexneea  of  the  diaclpllne,  our 
BBCe  of  KlPEStoD.  and  the  abametul  DntmlhfDlneaB  of  the  three  rcBBoiu 
r.  Manelas  slTei  In  hli  letter  to  Rbt.  Rltzema  and  to  the  Rev.  Claaala  of 
im;  bat  ntso,  bow.  to  Ibc  offence  ot  all  good  and  upright  aoula,  be  cbattera 
I  and  alandera  about  the  Rer.  Coetas  In  geneml.  and  many  of  the  mlnlaten 
nlar;  fn  vbat  a  deteatable  manner  be  addressed  many  of  oar  membera  and 
;  how  clearly  obTlooa.  tu  his  partisan  dcallaea,  are  hia  ooTetoQanesa  and 
eneaa;  bow  Rev.  Vas  admitled  to  the  Lord's  Supper  some  of  onr  niembers, 
!  (Mauclns)  pretends,  bare  been  dlsclptloinl:  and  who  al  tbe  next  aeaaon, 
ilD  repelled:  vrhsl  mental  dlBtreaa  be  hna  caused,  In  neab  Cbrlstlans,  by 
ig  of  them  a  new  confession,  and  an  evidence  of  peollence  for  taking  the 
Inpper  with  Van  Drleaaen,  or  elae  refusing  to  give  them  cerllflcatea  Of 
hip. 

e  haa  dlatnrbed  many  In  our  cburch;  ransed  separation  and  discord  among 
•  Inroade  apon  our  church;  and  done  other  things  of  a  similar  kind.  What 
ia.  that  sncb  a  person,  and  bla  conduct,  bealdea  bla  bad  management.  In  and 

own  church,  are  not  better  knoirn  to  your  Ueverenees.  Yea,  Indeed,  and 
mor«.  that  aoch  a  one  la  atlll  eo  Influential  In  the  Rct.  Claaala.  that  he  not 

■  laogoage  which  la  painful  to  ns  concerning  Rot.  Goetschlna,  (the  man  who 
r  on  DB  In  our  mlaery,  and  whom,  next  to  God,  we  bare  to  thank,  for  tha 
nee  thna  far  btougbl  us):  but  also  that  be  conaldera  nndeaerrlng  of  any 
he  action  taken  on  onr  case  by  the  entire  Coetna;  that  body,  vhlcb,  by  Ions 
I,  by  eipendllute  of  money  and  losa  of  time,  and  by  tbe  experience  of  many 
a  dllScQitlea,  relieves  the  Claaala  of  many  dltncult  ironblet.  and  all  wltboot 
atloni  yea,  that  body,  which  atlll  kept  our  New  Netberland  Cburch  on  tta 
en  It  had  come  near  Ita  fall.  The  Coetui  la,  nnqneatlonably.  In  a  condition 
moat  rlghteouB  Judgements  on  caaea  which  arise  among  ns:  and  its  membeia 
bora,  mutually  acgaaluled,  and  as  godly  mlnlstera,  do  paas  sncb  lodgement*. 
t  their  Keys,  might.  Jnst  as  Manclus  does,  take  their  eaae  by  ataylng  at 
nd  leaving  the  Claaala  and  the  New  Netberland  Cburch  to  take  care  ot  them- 

Ah,  Ixirdi  who  conid  have  Imagined  aach  a  thlngT  We  are  alarmed  and 
at  It.    Vet  we  do  Dot  loae  courage,  (cast  away  our  botdneaa).  reating  as  It 

tha  promlae  of  the  I<ord.  For  we  know  that  He  will  save  His  Church,  and 
}  the  tmtb,  altbongh  long  caat  down,  lo  stand  ap  again. 
Ike  thta  farther  reiiueat  of  the  Rev.  Claaslcal  Aasembly.  In  caie  thla  letter 
>•  dellTered  before  brother  Vrooman,  (whom  we  expect  to  be  onr  minister, 
o  haa  tbe  aftectlons  of  tbe  whole  cbnrcb),  piesenta  hlmaeU  to  the  Bar. 
ordain  him,  In  accordance  nltb  Cbnreh  Order  and  uaage,  to  be  tbe  regular 

■  of  oDi  cburch.  In  combination  wltb  tboae  of  Sbawangnnk  and  Walklll. 
■t  matter  on  which  so  mnch  depends  for  the  welfare  of  onr  chnrch,  will  no 
«  retarded  by  unreuaonable  opposition,  and  onr  poor  chnicb  will  not  be  put 

'Itb  we  close,  commending  yoor  very  Rev.  Beclealaatlcal  Assembly,  yonr 
famlllea  and  cborcbea.  aa  welt  as  yonr  gospel -ministry,  to  tbe  blessed  care 
ill-aofllclent  Ood.  who  baa  hitherto  helped  as.  Wltb  all  doe  anbrnlsslon  to 
Terencea,  We.  the  Bldera  and  Deacons,  choaen  and  Installed  by  order  of  tb* 
etna  at  New  York,  by  antborlty  of  our  Chnich  at  New  Palti.  anbscrlbe  our 

Daniel  Du  Bola 
Johannes  Harden  berg 
Johann  Oeotge  Baud 
Evert  Terwllllger. 
Ita.  Dec.  10,  17U,  O.  S. 

Dec.  U,  ITSL 
Tbe  Rev.  Consistory  at  New  Palta  brought  tbla  commnnlcatliw  to  me  and 
■r  advice  sbont  It.  As  requested,  I  made,  as  yonr  Rev*,  can  aoe,  a  few 
Is  It.  The  consistory  begs  to  be  excused  for  Its  not  being  pnt  In  better 
Id  BO  t  conld  not  retnae  my  consent  to  Ita  being  read  lo  the  Rev.  Claists, 
ttlng  It  In  a  tratemal  spirit,  my  request  Is  tbat  tbe  Rev.  Classl*  may  be 
to  give  It  It*  attention.  I  am  fully  asaored  that  the  church  at  New  Palta 
re  loeonteatably  all  tbat  tbla  paper  contains,  and  a  grMt  deal  more.    Mean- 
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wblle,  ma;  It  p\ea»e  lllm 

BcclcflUiitlcat  ABsemolr  in 

Your  Vetj  Rcverendi'  mo 

Scnlenburg.  Dec.  14.  ITGl. 


QU,  ■■  lu  otner  mBttera.  witti  ma  ukde  ana  tntni 
It  ObsdIeDt  anil  Humble  Brother  Id  Chrlit  JMiia, 
J.  B.  Qoetachlna.  B.  U.  Bccl.  at  BackeDsaek,  r 


Chuech  of  New  Yobk. 
Catechist.     Organist. 

New  York.  Dec.  U.  IRL 
ConaiBtoiT  beid.    Mr.  Vander  Svan  rcgaested  ■  certlflcste  of  hl«  appointment  aa 

Comtorter-of-aie-Slck   and  CatccbUt  of  the  clt;  or  New  lorfe.    This  waa  tnataA. 

Tbe  prealdent  waa  reqneateil  to  prepare  It.    Tbla  waa  dooe. 
P.  BoDaman  requeated  a  request.  In  wrlllag.  foe  belp  from  the  Conalstor;  towati 

bis  anpport  as  an  OfKanlat  of  tbe  Old  Cbnreb.    After  deliberation  tbia  waa  afT*«l 

to.    Three  of  tbe  membera  (of  Conalatorr).  with  certain  onea  from  tbe  consracatloa. 

were  reqaeated  to  so  aronnd  to  collect  a  salarr  for  bim.    Let  them  do  tbetr  best,  aal 

tbe  OoDalatorr  wonld  atao  belp  tbem.  bat  wonid  not  become  m^Kinaible  tot  amj 

pa/ment.    Three  of  tbe  member*  undertook  tbe  work. 

L.  Da  Ronde.  p.  t.  PrealdaoL 


CucBOH  OF  Nbw  Yobk. 
Oldest  Minister  to  have  choice  of  Parsonages.    Jan.  9,  1752. 

At  a  meeting  of  tbe  Bldera,  Deacons  and  Church-U asters  of  tbe  Dutch  Retormet 
Cburcb  of  New  York,  la  their  Comlstorj  Chamber,  Jan.  9,  1TG2.  It  waa  unanimOBilT 
Rnolotd.  That,  Inasmnch  as  there  are  two  Mlnlslen'  Bouses,  tbe  Minister  who  bii 
been  loofeat  Id  service  Id  this  Cbarcb  shall  have  bis  choice  of  the  two.  for  kla 
dwelUnc:  and  tbe  other  ahall  be  for  tbe  one  who  baa  been  tbe  next  lonsaat  la 


This  w 


>  algned  by  all  tbe  membera  preseut  wilt 


Church  Masters. 
Nlcholaa  RooaeTott 
Luke  Boome 
Blchard  Bar 
Andrew  Merer 


DeacoDi. 
Hrert  Bancker 
JobD  LlTlngston     i 
Com.  Clopper.  Jr. 
Bend.  Bogert 
Bobt  Benson 
Dlrck  LeSerts 


D  hands. 

Elders. 
Chr.  Bancker^^ 
Jaa.  RooseTelt 
Abel  Hardenbrock 
An  dries  Breaatet 

Bvert  Br^anck 


Id  tbe  presence  of  me, 

J.  Bltienia. 

Tbe  Consistory  make  known  this  reaolntloo  to  Domtue  Boel  as  tbe  oldest  mtnlalM. 
Accordingly  tbe  choice  waa  given  bIm  to  bare  the  dwelllhK  of  (the  late)  Domlne  Q. 
da  Bola,  or  to  remain  where  he  was.  After  aome  days  of  conalderatlon,  he  oon- 
cloded  to  stay  wbere  be  waa.  and  gave  hla  thanks  (o  tbe  Conalatory  for  their  rerr 

special  otCec. 


Acts  of  the  Olassib  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  to  Now  York  and  Staten  Island. 

1752,  Jaji.  11th.     Art.  7.     The  Rev.  ad  res  Exteras  re«d  « 

letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York ;  also  one  to  the  C<»iaistoi7  «f 

Staten  Island  (and  Bei^en.)     The  Kev.  Assembly  approved  the 

same,  and  thanked  those  gentleroee.     xii.  281. 
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COBBESPONDENOI:  FROM   AmBIBIOA. 

Revs.  Johannes  Ritzema  and  Lambertus  de  Ronde  to  the  classis 
Amsterdam,  Jan.  80, 1762. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Also  in  Vol.  xxiii,  225. 

Referenoe,  xxiv.  8. 

iTj  Bererend,  Very  Learned  and  Respected  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren:— 

Although  the  minutes  of  the  last  held  meeting  of  our  Ooetas,  both  of  Its  regular 
■Ion,  Sept.  17.  (Sept.  10-17)  and  of  its  special  session,  Oct.  16.  and  days  following, 
SI,  hare  not  jet  been  sent  over  to  your  Revs.,  because  the  majority  haye  the  idea 
at  thej  most  be  reviewed  at  the  next  following  Ck)etus.  and  then  sent  over,  signed. 
getber  with  the  letter  that  goes  with  them;  our  great  perplexity,  arising  from  the 
fy  aad  state  of  things  on  Long  Island,  constrains  us  to  address  your  Revs,  and  to 
re  yon  some  Information. 

Ifter  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  inconceivable  worry,  the  Coetus  could  finally  see 
•  better  way  for  getting  the  two  parties  reconciled,  than  that  of  letting  both  min- 
:erB  preach  penitential  sermons,  in  which  each  one  should  make  confession  of  his 
rong  doing.  Then,  some  one  else  should  preach  a  Peace  Sermon.  Furthermore, 
[lowing  a  precedent  formerly  directed  by  the  Rev.  Glassis  for  Kings  County,  one 
w  consistory  was  to  be  chosen  on  Long  Island,  consisting  of  members  of  each  of 
e  parties.  If,  then,  Arondeus  should  do  his  duty,  he  was  to  be  called.  Arondeus 
lally  agreed  to  do  this,  namely,  to  preach  a  Confession  Sermon,  so  far,  he  added, 

his  conscience  would  allow,  and  as  should  accord  with  sound  reason  and  the 
ord  of  God.    Van  Sinderen  also  accepted  the  proposal,  stating  that  he  was  willing 

make  confession  of  his  lukewarmness  and  to  make  up  with  Arondeus;  but  as  to 
e  rest,  he  would  adhere  to  his  declaration  against  Arondeus,  as  he  had  submitted 

and,  together  with  his  people,  would  continue  to  protest  against  calling  Arondeus. 
rhe  Coetus.  however,  dealing  with  members  whose  duty  it  was  to  submit  them- 
Ives  to  its  acts,  and  desiring  to  bring  about,  if  possible,  the  long  wished  for 
see,  with  the  suppression  of  that  discord  and  violence,  which  Is  so  injurious  to 
»th  soul  and  body,  gave  no  heed  to  these  exceptions;  but,  after  it  had  prescribed 
r  each  of  the  ministers  the  respective  points  of  their  confessions,  it  appointed  a 
onmittee  of  three  ministers,  John  Ritzema,  John  Frielinghuysen,  and  Lambertus 
^  Ronde.  to  hear  this  imposed  confession  on  Nov.  26th,  1761.  It  was  also  agreed  to 
koose  a  (new)  consistory  in  the  hope  of  paving  the  way  to  a  new  call. 
But  alaa!  for  the  result  We,  commissioners,  with  our  elders,  arrived  on  Long 
land  at  the  appointed  time.  First,  Rev.  de  Ronde  preached  a  Peace  Sermon.  Then 
e  heard  Arondeus  make  his  confession,  and  the  next  day  Van  Sinderen,  his.  Then, 
ben  we,  the  commissioners,  came  together  to  deliberate.  It  was  with  a  deep  feeling 
!  grief,  that  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Arondeus  was  not  sincere,  but  had 
ted  deceitfully  and  arrogantly  in  the  whole  matter.  It  Is  too  long  a  story  to  give 
mr  Revs,  a  full  account  of  his  conduct.  When  we  asked  him  whether  he  thought 
at  snch  a  sermon  would  do,  he  replied  that  he  had  said  more  than  he  was  obliged 
»,  and  that  his  conscience  would  not  allow  him  to  say  more.  He  advanced  other 
loHsh  and  worthless  subterfuges  of  that  kind,  while  bis  sermon,  instead  of  being  a 
Mifeasion,  was  rather  a  defence. 

And  what  were  to  do  now.  We  certainly  had  great  reason  to  drop  him  altogether, 
id  to  pnt  up  with  his  stubbornness,  ridicule  and  inconsiderate  invectives  no  longer, 
at,  MM  we  had  been  practicing  so  much  patience  with  him,  we  decided  to  make 
lother  last  attempt.  We  sought  to  convince  him  of  his  hardness  and  mlsconcep- 
DO.  and  asked  him  If  he  would  preach  another  and  a  sincere  Confession  Sermon, 
ich  as  the  Coetns  demanded.  After  long  and  tedious  delay,  he  sent  word  the  next 
ty  by  two  or  three  of  his  followers,  saying,  Yes.  But  now  the  other  party,  having 
me  off  by  themselves,  were  not  at  all  pleased  with  this  proposition.  They  declared 
lat,  while  they  were  Inclined  to  be  reconciled  with  him  and  his  party,  they  neither 
•old  nor  would  agree  to  calling  Arondeus.  We  at  once  perceived,  therefore,  that 
e  preaching  of  a  second  Confession  Sermon  by  Arondeus,  whatever  he  might  make 
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of  It,  would  Dot  promoK'  his  b^lDg  vallMl.    Bat  we  beld  te  onr  TMOIutlon,  and  tbt 
time  for  a  SMond  Confeaalon  was  died. 

After  we  had  eonnldered  the  mailer.  boweTer,  more  fnllr,  and  were  aaanred  tkit 
the  other  party  wtTe  mil  lucllued  sny  way  lo  call  Arondeaa,  egpeclBlly  became  te 
bad  Iwhaved  so  biidly  in  nnikliiK  bla  itrst  C^fKpBslon:  thtn  Bev.  HUieiHB  aiidh 
RoDde.  (Mr.  Joba  FrielinghDyBen  waa  wticten  to  on  ue  niDject,  bat  Old  not  reeem 
the  letter  In  time),  became  coDvlnced  that,  ■■  tbe  other  partj  were  Dot  at  all  wdl- 
dispoaed  toward  Arondena.  It  would  Dot  be  neeeaaaTr  for  him  to  preach  a  new  Coa- 
teeslOD  HermoD  at  the  time  appointed.  I^ter.  we  heard  that  ho  wonid  Dot  ban 
doDe  It  an;  bow.  ADd  we  her«  Id  New  Tork.  who  bare  a  great  deal  of  work,  wUk 
ODr  pDtplt  mlDlatr;  BDd  all  that  beloDga  to  It.  had  do  desire  to  break  ODr  head^  ot 
dliqnlet  oor  aoola  any  forther,  about  that  contrarj'  dud.  and  aa  we  left  tbe  outtR 

Bo  AroQdeUB  made  no  aecohd  CoDfesalon.  Bat  what  bappeni  meanwhIIeT  IW 
adberenla  of  Arondeua  acknowledge  that  he  had  not  aeted  cicely  at  all,  bat  Id  h 
nDacrtptnral  way.  At  tbe  aame  time,  by  way  of  apology  for  blm.  they  nin  *■ 
obJectloD  to  that  point  Id  the  confeaBlon,  wblrh  required  tbelr  mlnlater  to  My. 
before  God  and  meD.  that  he  bad  Intruded  himaelf  Into  tbe  aerrlce  on  Loos  Iilaad; 
and  that  for  thli  be  had  been  declared  by  tbe  Claaali  to  be  an  Illegal  mlnlater  then. 
This,  tbey  denied.  Tbey  could  Dot  comprebend  ihat  Arondeas  woold  do  anch  a 
thing.  There  mnat  have  t»eeD  some  mlalake  In  the  document  eitendloK  the  call  M 
blm;  or  the  matter  bad  Dot  been  carried  on  aa  It  ought  to  hare  been,  namely.  Id  the 
pre«ence  of  a  mlnlater. 

The  conslatory.  both  eldera  and  deacons,  liad  aaked  Tan  SInderen  more  than  oMe, 
(to  preelde),  but  be  bad  refnaed,  not  wanting  to  hare  anylhlniE  to  do  with  Aronden. 
Bo  lAry  called  Arondeua.  Arondena  at  flrat  declined;  not  only  once,  bnt  aevenl  tImM. 
no  matter  what  trouble  tbe  members  of  tbe  consistory  took.  Bot  Anally,  seeing  tba 
unwIlllngDeM  of  Rev.  Van  Blndcren  to  be  present  at  tbe  making  oat  of  the  call.  aiMI 
Dot  thinking  that  that  waa  ao  very  neceaBaiy:  or  not  having  In  mind  the  CbuKl 
Order,  he  accepted  the  call  to  Long  Island.  Tbey  cannot  Imagine,  therefore,  that 
BDch  an  act  can.  according  to  Charch  Order,  be  called  "an  Intruding  oneaelf  lit* 
aervlce."  At  any  rate,  this  la  tbe  chief  point  to  wblcb  Arondeua  takei  exceptloa, 
and  be  la  unfairly  Judged  by  his  tppouenta;  for,  say  tbey.  Brooklyn  and  N» 
Uttecbt  took  blm  Id  before  some  of  the  eldera  of  tbe  other  chnrrhea  had  fallen  away 
from  Van  Blnderen,  and  that  he  had  not  I>eeD  called  by  a  majority.  Aluo.  Tsa 
Btnderen  bad  not  refused  to  alien  a  call  for  any  minister  who  pleased  them.  If  It  bat 
the  conaent  of  the  flie  chuccbes  and  was  In  accordance  with  Church  Order. 

Thus,  Kev.  Sirs,  tbe  matter  standa  on  the  two  aldea;  and  wtiat  to  think  of  It.  om 
hardly  knows.  Things  are  all  In  confoalon.  And,  altbongb  tbey  haTe  been  ItU 
iKfOre  your  Reys..  we  want  to  snhmlt  one  thing  and  another  yet  again  to  your  Ban. 
jDdgement.  Xoor  Reva.  will  poaalbly  say,  "To  what  pnrpoae?  We  hare  aliead} 
approved  tbe  declalon  of  the  Coetua."  That  Is  trne.  bnt  now  that  Aroudeaa'a  pat<T 
have  aubmltted  themaeliea  to  tbe  Coetns.  one  gets  aomewbat  better  Infonnatlo*  ■( 
one  tbing  and  another  on  Imth  sides.  And,  la  this  matter,  regard  ahoutd  be  bad  to 
tbe  people  of  Arondeua.  as  well  aa  to  AroDdeos  bimself.  Wbat  la  to  b«  the  feaalt 
of  executing  the  aentence?  Arondens,  If  he  remains  aa  be  la.  la  wholly  UDWorthy  it 
aacendlDg  the  pulpit,  for  he  has  conducted  himaelf  abamefully.  Bot  the  peopi*  s( 
Arondeua,  In  all.  one  bnndred  and  aeienty  sli  families,  want  him,  aa  soon  as  he  hM 
made  confession  of  the  ain  of  whlcb  be  la  gnllty:  and  tbey  are  In  a  condition  to  p«T 
him;  while  those  of  Van  Blnderen,  wbo  are  opposed  to  him  (Arondena),  and  do  lal 
want  him,  onmber  only  one  bnndred  and  twenty,  or  at  leaat  not  many  more.  At 
any  rate,  they  are  by  no  meana  as  many. 

Wbat.  now.  Is  to  be  done  In  thia  matter!  If.  taking  for  granted  that  AcondeM  b 
an  Intmder.  we  depoae  (deport)  blm.  ve  look  forward  to  a  sad  exhibition  of  bom 
qikarrelB  and  dlacord.  of  farther  disruptions.  U  not  Of  blows  and  murder.  Bis  fW- 
lowers  uy  that  they  will  stick  to  blm.  and  not  let  him  go,  cost  what  It  may;  aal 
thoae  of  Van  Slnderen.  altbongb  obliged  to  pay  the  arrean  on  bis  salary,  will,  vs 
fear  never  I>e  able  to  do  sa  Moreover,  all  those  who  adhere  to  Arondeaa,  tbivatM 
to  aeparate  from  tbe  Dutch  Cburcb  and  call  an  Bngllah  mlnlater.  One  bear*  a  lot  of 
things  ot  that  sort 

If.  oD  the  other  band.  Arondeua.  after  preaching  bis  Oinfeaalon  Bermoo.  and  tnlf 
bumbling  himself  for  his  dreadful  eyll-dolngs.  la  retnatated.  the  qneotlon  tvmalH 
whether  that  la  didng  right;  especially.  In  caae  Van  Blnderen'a  people.  kItboD(h  U 
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lie  minoritj,  keep  on  refusing  (to  recognise  him).  If  that  is  done,  the  minority  will 
e  dissatisfied,  while  the  majority  are  set  at  their  ease.  If  not  done,  then  Van 
inderen's  minoritj  will  prevail  over  the  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  families,  and 
le  latter  wlU  go  without  a  minister.  For  these  say  that  they  will  never  go  to  hear 
an  BInderen,  and  so  will  go  without  any  public  worship,  etc. 
Or;  the  matter  now  standing  as  It  does,  Arondeus  may  not  preach  a  proper  Con- 
isaion  Sermon,  and  may,  therefore,  be  rightly  deemed  an  intruder,  and  declared  to 
e  an  Illegal  minister,  and  forbidden  the  ministry  on  Long  Island;  and  the  people 
lay  be  ordered  to  let  him  go,  and  to  call  a  non-partisan  minister  from  Holland  to 
e  associated  wltb  Van  Slnderen.  What  shall  we  do  to  keep  a  peaceful  conscience, 
nd  to  preyent  Ood's  name  from  being  desecrated  by  cursing,  lying,  slandering. 
erlllng  and  so  many  abominable  Iniquities;  and  his  Judgements  from  being  poured 
nt  OTer  that  country. 

We  leaTe  the  matter  to  your  Revs,  wise  and  careful  Judgement.  May  Jehovah 
Taat  jronr  Revs,  all  necessary  wisdom  and  prudence  for  finding  the  needed  remedy. 
W9  ask  TOO  very  kindly  to  communicate  to  us  at  the  earliest  opportunity  what  yoa 
kink  abont  It.  Herewith,  praying  for  a  blessing  upon  your  Revs,  persons  and  holy 
ilBlstry,  we  sign  ourselves  respectfully. 

Very  Reverend,  Very  Learned  and  Respected  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren. 

Tonr  Very  Revs.  Obedient  Servants, 

Johannes  Ritaema 

Lambertus  de  Ronde. 
few  York. 

Jan.  »,  17SS. 


CoBB£8PONDKNCK  FROM   AmBRICA. 

The  Consistory  of  Claverack,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Feb.  24,  1752. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Vol.  xxiii,  287. 

Claverack,  Feb.  84.  1758. 
Very  Rev.  Slrs^  Much  Respected  Brethren  in  Christ,  who  Constitute  the  Very  Rev., 

Very  Learned  Classis  assembled  at  Amsterdam:— 

Tbe  Consistory  of  Claverack  consists  of  three  elders  and  three  deacons.  Through 
ear  deacons,  (Rev.  Theodore)  Friellnghuysen.  minister  at  Albany,  cited  us,  the 
BBdenlgned,  elders  of  the  Church  of  Claverack,  to  appear  before  the  Consistory  of 
LtTingeton  Kanor.  As  we  had  no  minister,  we  sent  for  Rev.  Mandos  of  Kingston. 
Ob  arriving  there,  we  were  through  our  Claverack  deacons,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Bevs.  Mancins  and  Friellnghuysen,  accused  of  getting  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg,  (who 
■t  one  time  was  our  minister  and  Is  now  at  Lower  Rhinebeck),  an  Illegal  minister. 
Id  administer  the  Lord's  Supper.  As  proofs  of  his  illegality  they  adduced  his 
laability  to  show  his  call  to  Surlname  as  well  as  his  certificate  of  ordination,  (pro- 
notion),  as  they  call  It;  also  his  full  ecclesiastical  dlsmlRsal.  They  said,  that  as 
loBg  as  he  could  not  show  these  documents  he  could  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
oUnister. 

Oa  bearing  what  Revs.  Mancius  and  Friellnghuysen  advised  in  the  matter,  we 
femd  that  they  differed  in  their  opinions.  Rev.  Mancius  Judged  Rev.  Van  Hoeven- 
berg to  be  a  legal  church  minister.  Rev.  Friellnghuysen  held  that  as  long  as  he 
eoold  not  show  either  his  call  to  Surlname  or  his  dismissal,  he  was  not  a  legal  min- 
ister. He  contended  that,  until  he  showed  them,  he  must  keep  away  from  Claverack. 
Bev.  Mancius  was  of  opinion  that  he  must  remain  connected  with  our  ministry, 
mtil  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  sends  over  the  decision  it  has  been  asked  to 
give.  We  offered  to  write  together,  stating  the  case  on  both  sides,  as  Rev.  Van 
Hoevenberg  had  declared  himself  willing  to  do.  This  would  avoid  delay.  But  Rev. 
Frlelinghnysen  refused,  but  for  what  reason,  we  do  not  know. 

Rev.  Mandna  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Rev.  Frlelinghnysen.  We  likewise 
replied,  in  defense,  against  what  our  opponents  might  advance: 
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1.  Thst  Rev.  Vbd  Hoecenbirg's  pcrlcalnstleit  nnd  tlvll  >:all.  as  also  bis  church  cn- 
tlBcate.  must  b«  itUI  at  SuriiiDtDe  where  be  Rt  Gret  UDfortDURtcl;.  was  located:  m 
elM  be  [n  the  ketplng  of  Ibp  CIbmIb:  hecautie  hp  hsa  not  beea  able  to  Haa  then 
among  hla  paper*. 

S.  That  Bev.  Von  IloeTenbcn;  had  siild  onljr  a  abort  time  before,  that  be  bad  a 
full  dlilDlua]  rroln  Surlname.  Otherwise,  he  aald.  that  the  cbnrchei  which  ralM 
him  would  bare  to  write  tor  II.  Tboee  at  New  Vorh  can  teatlfr  to  thii.  And  turn 
the  ClaveKCk  call  It  appears  that  he  bnd  nereed  (o  preaeal  erldence  of  bii  dli- 
mliaal.  If  hla  cbnrch  wished  hlni  lo  dci  ao. 

S.  Bat  It  la  eiioat;h  lu  show  that  he  Is  a  IckhI  mlolsrer  at  PanHDarlbo  Id  SnrlDaDS. 
He  cousldera  blmiett  la  be  the  legal  minister  there,  and  thai  he  will  cohtlhiie  la  kt 
•neh  until  tbe  Claula  dlacbaTKea  blm  from  seirlce  ibere.  and  aialgus  blm  w  Mi 
church  at  Lower  Rhiaebeck. 

We,  therefore,  turn  to  the  Rer.  Clnasls  of  Amsterdam  to  haTS  tbis  mattei  clea>i< 
np.  We  request  that.  If  tbe  Rev.  Claasla.  Id  out  defence  aad  lor  our  Bcemttr 
agslnat  Rev.  PrlellagbnyaeQ  and  oar  own  deacona.  rerognlie*  Rer.  B.  T.  Taa 
Boevenberg  aa  ■  legal  mlDlster.  that  It  be  pleased  to  send  an  authentic  copy  of  Wt 
ecclesiastical  call  to  Sorluame,  togetbei  with  hla  ecclealaatlcil  dlsmlumt  tnns  Ul 
chDTCb  at  Paramaribo;  also,  aa  competent  Judges,  to  girt  ■  brief  and  (Onclialn 
decision  mi  tbe  (ollawlug  questions:— 

1.  Whether  Bev.  B.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  was  not  bj  (he  Rev.  Claasla  of  Amsleidi* 
called,  examined,  ordained  and  sent  out  to  Surlname  as  a  legal  mlnlstei.  IW 
would  seem  to  be  the  case,  from  tbe  letters  which  the  eccleslBBtlcal  Depntlti. 
namely.  Revs.  Aonlholf.  Knhlenkamp  and  Brower,  who  acknowledged  blm  aa  aoEk 
wrote  blm.  and  which  be  has  In  bis  possession. 

I.  Whether  or  not  be  was  forbidden  to  ascend  tbe  pnlplt. 

J.  Whether  tbe  Rot.  Clasals  knows  of  anrtblog  against  blm  as  ■  reason  for  Iti 
forbidding  him  to  sdmlniater  tbe  aacraments. 

4.  Whether,  consegnentir.  we  hare  done  well  or  III. 

Ma7  we  ask  the  Rev.  CiasslB  to  let  as  know,  bj  a  letter  of  its  own.  tbe  aDawen 
to  the  above  questlone?  We  look  for  short  and  definite  answers,  so  that  there  used 
be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  their  meaning,  ns  Is  often  the  case  here.  We  did 
ask  tbis  question  of  the  New  York  ml nieter>— whether  or  not  Bev.  Tan  HoevcDberg 
conid  be  allowed  to  adminiater  tbe  saeiamenta.  Rut  they  were  not  willing  to  gin 
ns  an  answer,  a  sCralgbtforward  one  at  ieaal,  either  No  or  Tes. 

Rev.  Manclnaaud  Lord  Robert  LUIngston.  Jr.  were  of  opinion  that  tbelr  letter 
was  no  anawer,  at  any  rate  to  that  qnestlon,  Inasmuch  aa  tbe  IVtb  Article  baa  not 
the  least  reference  to  our  case.*  For  If  thia  held  trae.  Rev.  Frlellngbaysen  blmaelt 
wonld  not  be  permitted  to  adminiater  the  Lord's  Supper  at  Claverack.  Hence  tUi 
adduced  lOtb  Article  has  reference  not  to  such  a  matter,  but  to  that  of  a  mlnlstei'i 
going  from  one  chnrch  to  another.  It  Is  Cor  that  renaon  that  we  let  Rev.  Tu 
Hoevenberg  come  to  administer  the  Lord's  Snpper.  We  took  him  to  be  a  legal 
nlnlster  and  paid  no  attention  to  the  mallcloDa  reporta  spread  about  by  maleroltot 
people.  And  we  have  understood  that  one  of  the  tnembera  of  tbe  Coetus  had  said. 
"Had  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  but  bowed  the  knee  to  tbe  Coetas,  all  wonld  have  beii 
welt."    Why  he  abould  have  done  that,  we  do  not  know. 

We  may  Infer,  however,  that  Bev-  Van  Hoevenberg  mast  have  been  a  tefil 
miDister:— 

1-  Because  the  letter  of  the  three  New  York  minlaters.  Da  Sola.  Rltiema  aal 
de  Rondc,  leaves  It  entirely  to  our  judgment  whnt  to  do  or  not  to  do.  Fnim  tUi 
letter,  we  conclnded  that  the  Claesls  had  wrltien  noiblng  that  would  show  that  Bot. 
Van  Hoevenberg  was  onwortby  of  occnpylng  the  pnlplt,  Of  Of  administering  ths 
ts;  that  they  had  given  no  Intimation  of  bis  having  been  pat  under  cw- 
mucb  less  deposed— a  thing  which  ought  to  have  been  done.  If  that  had  b«M 


■ArL  X.  A  minister  being  lawfully  called  may  not  forsake  the  ebnrcb  or  coMie- 
gation  where  be  is  regntarly  settled.  In  order  to  accept  a  call  elsewbeni,  without 
obtaining  tbe  previous  consent  of  tbe  Consistory  and  Deacons,  and  of  those  who 
have  formerly  home  thoae  olllccs.  together  with  tbe  approbation  of  the  CIsmIi. 
And  In  like  manner  abail  no  ehnreb  be  permitted  to  receive  him,  brfore  he  ha*  pro- 
duced snOlclMit  credentlala  of  hla  regular  dlamlaslon  from  the  charch  and  Caaasli 
where  he  last  oOclaled.    Bynod  of  Dort.  IIU. 
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^▼.  du  BolB,  of  blemed  memory  made  public  against  the  protest  of  Rev.  Haagboort, 
name  of  tbe  Coetns  (?),  that  Is,  if  it  so  happened.  From  yonr  answer  It  does  not 
pear  that  yon  look  upon  him  as  an  Illegal  minister,  bnt  only  as  one  given  to  fits 
Insanity,  If  the  account  is  true.  We  thought,  therefore,  the  Classis  does  not 
>nsider  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  illegal,  or  as  under  censure,  because  it  did  not 
tlxoate  anything  of  the  kind  in  its  letter  of  September.  1750;  nor  in  that  of  the 
.11  of  17&1,  to  which  the  three  New  York  ministers  refer,  as  though  the  Classis 
Id  written  to  the  Coetus  that  the  Classis  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
ev.  Van  Hoevenberg. 

The  copy  of  the  letter  does  seem  to  say  that,  bnt,  in  our  Judgment  that  is  not 
nongh.  If  the  Rev.  Classis  did  write  to  that  effect,  seeing  that  the  letter  of  the 
liree  ministers  is,  as  Rev.  Mancius  and  Robert  Livingston,  Lord  of  Livingston 
[anor,  declare,  ambiguous.  We  now  ask,  for  weighty  reasons,  to  have  the  matter 
leared  np  at  its  source. 

3.  Because  Rev.  de  Ronde  must  have  said  in  the  presence  of  our  elders.  Claude 
>e  Lamater  and  Jeremias  Hogenboom,  that  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  had  shortly 
ef6re  leaving  Surlname  been  put  under  censure,  and  therefore  had  come  to  North 
imerica  as  a  minister  under  censure;  although  provided  with  a  passport,  a  certifl- 
ate,  under  seal,  of  his  reconciliation  with  the  Governor  and  a  testimonial  of  his 
rthodoxy;  but  that  he  had  not  asked  for  anything  more,  as  he  was  not  taking  his 
lismlssal,  but  was  simply  going  to  answer  accusations  thrown  out  by  Ribbely 
gainst  him,  and  against  the  kerketaaful  of  Surlname. 

4.  In  regard  to  his  documents,  we  have  other  arguments  to  advance,  but  we 
brbear  for  the  present,  although  we  have  a  right  to  them.  Orderly,  pious  and 
lodly  in  his  conduct,  he  was  for  about  a  year  a  truly  zealous  minister  in  our  midst. 

To  this  we  bear  witness  in  this  connection,  as  we  did  in  our  farewell  letter  to 
tlm,  and  aa  even  his  accusers  will  have  to  do. 

Asking  God  for  his  blessing  upon  the  Mother-Church  of  the  Netherlands,  and 

irishlng  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  the  most  precious  of  his  blessings, 

we  sign  ourselves. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Highly  Honored  Brethren 

J.  V.  Rensselaer 

Claude  De  Lamater 

John  Legget. 

CORRESPONDBNCB  FROM   AmESIOA. 

The  CSiurch  of  Rhinebeck-on-the-Plain,  to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam,  Feb.  26,  1752. 

Portfolio,  ''  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  Vol.  xxiii,  284. 

?ery  Reverend  and  Very  learned   Sirs,  Highly  Honored  Brethren  in   ChrlKt   who 
constitute  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam:— 

Whereas  we,  the  consistory  for  the  time  being  of  Lower  Rhinebeck  on  the  Plain, 
Aid  call  Rev.  Eggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg,  minister  at  Paramaribo,  to  Surlname, 
wko  was  also  called  as  minister  to  New  York;  (and  finally  by  us)  to  Livingston 
Manor  and  Claverack,  to  be  our  legal  minister.  Shepherd  and  teacher:  we,  there- 
fore, request  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  give  to  the  said  Rev.  Van  Hoeven- 
berg his  ecclesiastical  dismissal,  and  that  he  be  assigned  to  us  according  to  Church 
Order;  also,  a  copy  of  his  examination,  and  of  his  call  to  Surlname.  This  we  desire, 
10  as  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  who  aro  trying  to  deprive  our  much-beloved  min- 
ister of  his  good  name  and  character.  We  join  with  our  minister  In  this  expression 
>f  our  desire. 

Done  in  our  Church  Assembly,  at  Rhinebeck  on  the  Plain,  Feb.  26th,  1752. 

C^ggo  Tonkens  Van  Hoevenberg. 
Jacob  Heermans  Yan  Wels  Canpir 

Petms  Ten  Brock  Johannes  Kip 

Mathew  Van  Btten  Nlch.  Schreyber 

The  foorth  deacon  died.    To  this  I  sign  my  hand, 

Gerrit  Van  Wagenaar,  3\iBl'Q&  i&«lc.  VNaT^ 
P.  S.    The  expense*  iacurred  will  probably  be  paid  by  us. 
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Chuboh  of  Nbwbdboh,  N.  Y.  ? 

Order  to  the  Attorney  General  to  Prepare  Patent  Goavejuig  tha    ' 

Palatine  Qlebe  at  Newbiugh  to  the  Church  of  England.    Uaidi    | 

3,  1752.     [See  Sept  6,  23,  1751.]  ' 

Bf  Uli  Eicellencr  tbe  HoDorable  Qtorge  CIlDtOQ  CaptaEn  Qenenil  and  OovnMt 
Id  Chief  of  tbe  Provlnre  of  New  York  and  Terrltorlea  thereon  depeDdlnjt  In  AnMtIn     j 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  Bame  and  Admiral  of  the  Wblte  Sgaadron  of  hia  Hajettr^ 
Fleet. 

To  William  Smith  Bm|.  hla  Uajeitj's  Attomei  General  of  tbe  ProTlnce  of  Vtw     I 
Tork. 

Yog  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  Letter*  Patent  (> 
Alexander  Colden  and  Richard  Atbertaon  for  the  Gtebe  Land  of  Qoaaaalck  In  the 
Connl;  of  Clater  containing  the  Qnantltr  of  Ave  hnndred  Acres  And  further  bonodel 
and  described  as  In  and  by  Lettera  Patent  nnder  the  Beal  of  this  Province  beubt 
date  the  elghteeatb  day  of  Derember  ITU  may  appear.  To  Hold  to  them  tbe  MM 
Alexander  Colden  and  Richard  AlbertsoD  a>  flrat  Tmsteea  daring  their  Natnnl 
llres  and  to  their  Bnccessore  foreTer  to  be  choaeo  as  la  directed  by  tbe  aald  Lettm 
Patent  But  for  the  Bole  nse  and  benefit  of  a  Minister  of  tbe  Chorch  of  Baglaod  «■ 
by  Law  Bstabllsbed  and  a  Schoolmaster  to  have  the  care  of  Bonla  and  the  Inabnc- 
tloQ  Of  the  Children  of  the  nelghboarlng  Inhobltanta.  Tbe  aald  Tmateea  and  their 
Bncceaaors  forerer  to  be  one  Body  Politick  and  Conxrale  Id  ITact  and  Name  by  tta 
Name  of  the  TraBteei  of  the  Partnh  of  New  Bargb  with  snch  powera  and  aDthorltli* 
unto  the  said  Trasteea  and  tbelr  saccesaora  forever  as  are  mentioned  and  expretl 
In  ttie  Lettera  Patent  abOTementJoned  by  which  the  aald  Glebe  Lands  were  franted 
Id  Tmat  to  and  for  the  beneQI  of  a  Lntheran  MlnUter  Together  with  anch  fnrtber 
powers  and  authorities  onto  the  aald  Tmatee*  and  tbelr  Snccesaon  forerer  as  ats 
mentioned  and  ael  forth  la  the  Petition  of  tbe  said  Alexander  Colden.  RIchaid 
AlbertooD  and  othem.  a  copy  of  which  Petition  Is  hereonto  annexed; 

Also  with  power  and  Right  to  the  aald  Tmateea  and  their  Bnccesaora  with  tbt 
CMsent  of  tbe  major  part  of  the  Freeholders  of  tbe  Tract  of  two  tbonaand  oos 
hundred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  granted  by  the  aforesaid  Lettera  Patent  belaf 
Resident  thereon  from  lime  to  time  and  ns  often  a«  tbe  same  shall  be  vacant  te 
Call  Uhooae  and  preaeot  a  good  BiUncleat  Minister  of  the  Cborch  of  England  as  by 
Law  Bstabllabed  to  oOlcIate  upon  the  said  Glebe  and  to  have  the  care  of  Souls  Vt 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Tract  of  tuo  thonsand  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  Laud  and  to  noinlnate  and  appoint  a  good  and  anillclent  BChoolmaster  to 
Teach  and  Instruct  tbe  Children  of  the  said  Inhabitants— Provided  alvaya  that 
Bucb  Minister  shall  be  Instituted  and  Inducted  in  snch  manner  as  shall  be  most 
■ultable  and  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  Inatructlons  to  the  Qovemors  of  the  saM 
Province  of  Ne»  York  for  the  time  being. 

And  under  such  Quit  Rent  Reservations  and  Roelrictlons  as  are  directed  and 
appointed  by  his  Uajeaty's  CommlsBlon  and  Instructions  And  for  so  doing  thU  thall 
b«  yoDr  Bufflclent  Warrant. 

Given  nnder  my  hand  and  Seal  at  arma  at  Port  George  In  tbe  City  of  New  Tort 
tbe  tblnl  day  of  March  ITEI  In  the  twenty  llfth  year  of  hts  Uajeaty's  Reign. 

G.  Cilnlon. 
By  his  Bxceiiency's  Command 

Gw.  Banyar  D,  Secrr. 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y    Vol.  lil.  pp.  K*  Ml 

Colden  and  Albertson's  Surrender  of  the  Glebe  Land  at  New- 
bui^  in  Order  that  it  niaj  be  vested  in  tbe  English  Church. 
[March  14,  1752.] 

To  all  People  To  whom  tbese  Present  sball  Come  We  Alexander  Colden  and 
Blchard  Albertoon  Tmateea  of  the  Palatine  Parish  of  Qnaaeaick  Bend  Qraetiaf 
Wbereoa  our  Late  most  Onclous  Sovereign  Lord  King  Qeorss  the  Ftnt  by  U* 
liettera  Patent  Bearing  Dale  the  Blghteenth  day  of  December  la  th«  Xear  of  oar 
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^rd  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Nineteen  and  in  tbe  Sixth  Year  of  his 
lelga  Did  among  other  tilings  Grant.  Batifle  and  Gonflrm  unto  Andries  Volk  and 
racob  Webber  and  to  their  Snccessore  to  and  for  the  Benefltt  and  Behoof  of  a 
ijQtheran  Minlater  to  Serre  and  have  the  Care  of  Souls  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a 
rract  of  Two  thousand  one  Hundred  and  Ninety  Acres  of  Land  at  Quassalck  In 
[Jlster  County  by  the  same  Letters  Patent  Granted  to  Sundry  Palatines,  a  Glebe 
it  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  laid  out  and  Surveyed  Between 
the  Letts  Number  flye  and  Number  Six  with  all  the  Premisses  Hereditaments  and 
Appurtenances  to  the  same  Giebe  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  belonging  and 
Appertaining  To  have  and  To  Hold  the  same  unto  the  aforesaid  Andries  Volk  and 
Jaeob  Webber  as  first  Trustees  During  their  Natural  Lives  and  Successors  forever 
for  the  use  aforesaid: 

And  for  the  Presentation  of  the  said  Trust  his  said  most  Gracious  Majesty  by 
his  said  Letters  Patent  Did  Give  and  Grant  that  upon  the  Death  Disability  or 
absence  of  the  said  Andries  Volk  and  Jacob  Webber  or  Either  of  them  or  any  of 
their  Successors  it  should  and  might  be  Lawfull  for  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
aforesaid  Tract  of  Two  Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Acres  of  Land  being 
nudes  and  above  the  age  of  Twenty  One  Years  to  Assemble  and  meet  Together  at 
any  time  or  times  hereafter  upon  some  part  of  the  said  Glebe  Land  and  by  majority 
of  Toiees  to  EHect  snd  Chuse  other  Trustee  or  Trustees  in  the  Room  or  Stead  of 
saeh  Tmstee  or  Trustees  so  Dying  Removing  or  otherwise  Disabled  which  Trustee 
or  Trustees  so  Chosen  thereafter  should  be  Trustee  or  Trustees  of  the  said  Glebe 
Land  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  ss  if  they  had  been  therein  Nominated:  And 
Whereas  after  the  passing  the  said  Grant  all  the  said  Palatines  to  whom  the  said 
tract  of  Two  Thousand  and  One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Acres  of  Land  aforesaid 
Granted  Sold  their  Severall  Lotts  in  the  said  Land  to  Bnglish  Protestants  and  the 
said  Palatines  with  the  said  Andries  Voik  and  Jacob  Webbers  the  Trustees  In  the 
said  Letters  Patent  Named  Removed  from  the  said  Tract  and  thereupon  on  the 
Twenty  third  Day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Forty  Seven  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  the  Said  Tract  being  above  the  Age  of 
Twenty  one  Years  Assembled  and  Mett  upon  the  said  Glebe  Land  and  by  Majority 
of  Voices  Elected  and  Chose  the  said  Alexander  Colden  and  Richard  Albertson 
Trustees  of  the  said  Glebe  Lands: 

And  Whereas  the  Present  Proprietors  and  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Tract  of 
Two  Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Acres  of  Land  which  they  hold  by  Sundry 
mesn  Conveyanoes  under  the  aforesaid  Palatines  being  Desirous  of  Obtaining  his 
Majesties  Grant  of  the  aforesaid  Glebe  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  for  the  use 
of  a  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established  to  have  the  Care 
of  Souls  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Tract  snd  of  a  Schoolmaster  to  Teach  and 
Instruct  the  Children  of  the  said  Inhabitants  in  necessary  Literature  Therefore 
Know  Ye  That  the  said  Alexander  Colden  and  Richard  Albertson  Trustees  as  afore- 
said for  and  in  Consideration  And  to  the  Intent  and  Purpose  that  our  now  most 
Grsdous  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  may  and  will  Give  and  Grant  unto  the  said 
Trustees  by  the  Name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Parish  of  Newburgh  all  and  Singular 
the  aforesaid  Glebe  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  for  the  uses  last  above  men- 
tioned and  Erect  the  said  Trustees  and  their  Successors  Into  a  Body  Politick  and 
Corporate  Have  Surrendered  Yielded  up  and  by  these  presents  Do  Surrender  and 
Yield  up  unto  our  said  now  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  the  aforesaid  Grant  so  made 
to  the  said  Andries  Volk  and  Jacob  Webbers  so  far  as  Relates  to  the  sforesaid 
Glebe  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  and  Incorporation  of  them  and  their  Sue* 
eesBors  as  Trustees  of  the  Palatine  Parish  at  Quassalck  And  all  the  Estate  Right 
Title  Interest  Claim  and  Demand  whatsoever  which  the  said  Alexander  Colden 
and  Richard  Albertson  as  Trustees  of  the  said  Palatine  Parish  at  Quassalck  now 
have  in  or  to  the  said  Globe  of  five  Hundred  acres  of  Land  by  Virtue  of  the  before 
Recited  Letters  Patent  and  Grant  of  Incorporation  aforesaid  In  Witness  whereof 
they  the  said  Alexander  Colden  and  Richard  Albertson  have  hereunto  put  their 
hands  and  Seals  this  fourteenth  Day  of  March  In  the  Twenty  fifth  year  of  the 
Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  etc.  And  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  two.  [1753?] 

Alex.  Colden    (Seal) 

Sealed  and  Delivered  In  the  presence  of  ^*^*»«^**  Albertson    (Seal 

Thomas  Lewis 
William  Melay. 
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UemoreitdDm  Thsl  on  tlie  fount^nlb  Day  of  Manrb  Addo  Domini  1711  PetMUllr 
Came  and  Appeanxi  before  nie  Cadwallad^r  Golden.  Esq..  One  of  his  MtJntT'' 
Oooncl]  [or  tbe  Pi-oTlnee  of  New  Tork  Uie  nitbin  iiampd  Alexander  Colden  and 
Rlcbard  AlbvrtaoD  Trnstees  of  Itae  Palatlae  Purlnh  of  QnaBsalck  and  Acknoirleditd 
that  tbey  Biecntnl  ihe  nllhln  Deed  of  Snrrender  nn  their  Voluntary  Act  and  Derf 
for  tbe  oaea  therein  meniloned  and  I  having  Carefiilly  Perused  the  aame  and  lliHtlaf 
no  materlall  Ramr^a  or  IntprtlDeaHnDij  therein  tlian  what  are  taken  DOdee  of  tMtart 
tbe  Sealing  and  DellTery  thereof  do  allow  the  tame  (o  be  Ren>nled. 

Cadwallader  Coldea. 

Recorded  tn  the  Serri-taiy'a  ofllre  of  Npr  Vork  In  [.lb.  Patents  Commenclns  M 
Jnna  17B  p».  m  tte.  nnd  tbe  Rerord  Kiamlntd  herewith  IhU  23rd  dajr  of  Waiek 
1761  Ry    Ow.  BaUfar.  D  Urtiy.' 


C0L1.BOB  IN  New  York. 

First  Offer  of  Trinity  Church  to  give  Land  for  a  College  in  New 
York,  March  5,  1752. 

At  a  meeting  of  tbe  Rector,  Church  Wardena  and  VeatrjmeD  of  Trloltr  Cfantek, 
on  Tbonday.  March  Gth,  17U. 

Preaent.—ReT.  Beory  Barclay.  Rector,  etc. 

It  belOB  DnanliiiQttalf  agreed  by  thla  Board  that  a  proposition  be  made  i«  the 
OommlBaloaera  appointed  to  receive  propoeala  for  tbe  balldlog  of  a  College  that  tU> 
Board  la  wtlUng  to  give  any  reaaonable  qnaDtlty  of  tbe  Cbarcb  farm  (whlcb  la  not 
let  ODt),  for  tbe  erecting  and  nae  of  a  College:  It  Is  Ordrral,  That  tbe  Rector  and 
Obnrch  Wardens  b«  a  Committee  to  wait  on  tbe  Commlsalonera,  and  make  tbe 
aforeaald  proposal  to  them,  and  confer  with  them  thereupon. 

Richard  Nlcoll,  Cleik. 
A  troe  copy. 


Church  of  Nbw  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

Kew  Vork,  Harch  •.  ITU 

Conslfllory  held,  after  culling  on  God'a  name 

BIder  Chrlatoffel  Bancker  Informed  tbe  ConslBtory  thn<  Mr.  John  Chambera  had 
DotlBed  him.  that  tbe  claim  of  larob  Manrlta  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham  conld  ha 
bought  for  silly  poonds.  He  considered  tbls  an  excellent  offer  and  advised  the  Cob- 
slstory  to  accept  It.  Thv  ConRlatory  readily  determined  Ibat  BIder  Bancker  shooM 
make  tbe  purchase  on  the  beat  terma  posalbte,  bnt  not  to  exceed  alxty  pounds.  Tha 
money  shall  t>e  paid  by  tbe  Deacons  or  Chnrcb  Masters. 

Tbe  purchase  was  made  on  March  U,  ITSi,  for  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  when  tts 
agreement  wsa  shown  to  tbe  Conslstnry  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Jacob  Uauitts. 
Tbls  was  ordered  to  be  deposited  with  tbe  papers  of  tbe  Consistory,  and  thanks 
were  glten  to  Ur.  Bancker.  _ 

J.  RItiema,  p.  t.  Preside*!. 

•Tbe  Liettera  Patent  to  Colden.  Albertson  et  si.  for  the  above  Tract  bear  date 
Mth  March.  ITGi.  and  Hill  be  found  on  Record  In  Becretarr's  Office:  alao  in  Bag*^ 
Hist,  of  Orange  Co.,  to  which  work  the  Reader  I*  referred  for  farther  InfSntnM 
on  the  subsequent  Interesting  hlalory  of  these  Olebe  Lands.  Those  who  may  nM 
have  this  wo^  convenient,  can  tntu  to  1  Jackson's  Reports  UE,  for  the  partlculaH 
of  tbe  ejectment  suit  bmngbt  In  ISO*,  agslnst  St.  Oeoige's  Cbureh.  Newt>nrrt,_W 
recover  a  psrt  of  tbe  original  Palatine  Oraut.— Doc.  Hist.  N.  T.  Vol.  ill.  pp.  m-Mt 
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COEBESPONDBNCB  FROM    AmKBIOA. 

Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam,  March 
1752.  (Containing  also  a  letter  from  Leydt  to  Frelinghuyaen, 
of  Dec  20,  1751.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Also  in  Vol.  xxiii.  222. 

Ref.  xxiv.  9. 

Very  Reyerend  Assembly  of  the  Rev.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam: 
Very  Reyerend  Fathers  in  Christ:— 

As  cMie  who  takes  to  heart  the  welfare  of  God's  Church  In  this  country,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  yoar  Revs.  In  this  communication. 

The  strange  confusion  on  Long  Island  and  certain  old  abuses  have  caused  some 
difficulties  in  our  Coetus.  This  is  one  reason  why  your  Revs,  have  not  lately 
received  any  Information  from  the  Coetus.  At  its  last  session,  held  September. 
(1751),  Mr.  Haaghoort  was  pleased  to  trouble  this  Assembly  with  a  protest,  as  your 
Revs,  no  doubt  know.  It  was  directed  chiefly  against  the  special  Scribe,  (Q.  Du 
Bois),  because  he  sent  the  minutes  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  somewhat  changed,  and  also 
the  letter  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  without  its  having  been  read  and  approved  by 
that  body.  That  gave  occasion  to  me  and  others,  to  insist  upon  it,  that  nothing 
lAiouId  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  except  what  had  been 
read  and  approved  in  its  meetings.  This  claim  was  so  reasonable  that  it  could  not 
be  refused.  But  matters  were  deferred  in  such  a  fashion  that  nothing  could  come 
of  it.  The  Assembly,  however,  would  not  any  longer,  as  before,  entrust  its  minutes 
to  the  Scribe.  That  Is  the  reason  why  tbe  minutes  and  the  usual  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Coetus  were  not  sent  to  your  Revs.  Yet.  if  tbe  Rev.  Coetus  is  at  all  neces- 
sary, and  I  believe  it  to  be  very  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches,  then  the 
Rev.  Assembly  must,  according  to  Its  promises,  not  judge  from  individual  reports 
of  the  matters  acted  on,  but  which  remain  still  unreported  by  the  Rev.  Coetus. 
Such  procedures  would  altogether  defeat  the  very  object  of  the  Coetus. 

The  reason  of  my  present  communication  to  your  Revs,  is,  that  I  have  been 
informed  of  the  fact  that  the  gentlemen  of  New  York,  (to  whose  satisfaction  every- 
thing, at  first,  resolved  upon  by  the  Coetus  concerning  Arondeus  had  been  done, 
but  more  lately  they  have  failed  to  carry  their  points),  had  sent  private  reports  to 
the  Rev.  Classis;  that  they  were  unwilling  to  let  the  justly  complaining  cburch  of 
Van  Sinderen  have  a  special  Coetus  called  before  they  had  received,  as  they  expect 
to,  next  July,  an  answer  from  the  Rev.  Classis  to  their  reports.  They  carry  this  so 
tiLT  tbtLt  they  told  the  (delegates  of  the)  church  to  refuse  to  attend,  and  to  see  to  it, 
that  all  whom  they  could  influence,  should  not  attend,  if  a  meeting  should  t>e  called. 

Bneh  action  can  not  be  said  to  be  only  "influencing",  but  be  called  by  a  harder 
aame.  It  is  not,  Ky  Dear  Sirs,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  sending  your  Revs,  the  min- 
utes of  the  Rev.  (Iloetus,  because  I  myself  like  to  do  it  so  well;  no.  it  is  because  it 
It  for  the  advantage  of  our  Assembly.  I  frankly  confess,  however,  to  your  Revs., 
that  I  am  afraid  I  made  objection  to  every  one  of  their  acts.  And,  if  I  had  not 
feared  to  grieve  (pleceren)  the  Assembly,  I  would  have  done,  what  possibly  it  was 
■y  doty  to  do,  I  would  have  shown  by  protests  my  aversion  to  those  acts. 

However,  be  it  known  to  the  Rev.  Classis  that  I  was  not  one  of  them;  nor  was 
I  a  member  of  that  Assembly  which  unanimously  passed  sentence  against  Arondeus, 
and  who  were  so  sealous  in  demanding  satisfaction  that  they  imposed  on  him  an 
abeolnte  silence.  No;  but  when  I  heard  of  it.  I  thought  that  they  had  gone  too  far; 
tor  that  man  had  not  then  gone  as  far  astray  as  he  has  now  done,  nor  had  all  the 
doeoments  appeared  In  such  clear  light  as  they  do  now.  I  do  not  now  ask  the  Rev. 
Assembly  to  pay  attention  to  my  communication;  but  only  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 
do  saythlng  before  the  reports  from  the  Coetus  itself  come  to  hand.  And.  then,  I 
leave  It  frankly  and  openly  to  your  judgment,  whether  the  argued  protest  of  the 
church  against  calling  Arondeus  ought  (or  ought  not)  to  have  been  heeded.  I  send 
a  copy  of  this  protest,  if  perchance,  as  I  agree  to  prove,  and  by  argumeuts*  V^tiX 


1752 
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without  my  hsvlug   tbpin    reoanlpd.   and   later  ai  recorded,   bat 

did  proTe,  tbat  tbai  mlgbt  ret  bf  tbe  way  most  llkeir  to  l«ad  to  peace.    The  CoetM 

wanted  to  know  It  we  had  not   hcsrd  eDOQsh  from   thp  chorch,  ga  well  M  turn 

ArondeDB  blmaelf,  in  decide  that  It  would  be  lueipedieat  to  relDalate  lilm  In  tboM 

ebuTchea. 

It  (rteTed  me  (hat,  aftor  Ihe  great  Bt>p  of  bis  yleldlos  had  been  taken,  eKort  wu 
■till  made  to  brlnt;  Arondena  to  anch  a  degree  of  hnm Illation,  bj  requiring  at  Ub 
a  special  confeaalon  of  some  of  bla  alns.  Thla  appeals  from  tbe  berewlth  endntd 
copr.  for  the  preparation  of  which  the  Anaemblr  apitoloted  mrself  and  Mr.  de  Bond*. 
la  BgatD  pmmlsed.  a»  be  bad  already  done,  to  conduct  hlmaelf  aeconllnf  la 
,  Then,  two  men  who  had  no  baalDena  lo  meddle  In  the  matter,  aad  k 
•pite  of  aolemn  leraongtrancea — the  Aaaembl;  having  Dot  yet  considered  hla  answar- 
eongiatnUted  bim,  as  Arondeua  aajB.  by  prpsenllon  him  with  the  call  from  LoB( 
laland:  and  later  they  pushed  It  through.  The  Awernbiy  soquleaced  In  the  anawtt 
of  Arondeaa.  I  mysplt  was  abaeat.  and  r.oetschlns  made  a  conn  I er- protest.  wUek, 
by  the  will  of  Goo.  wa«  caiued  lo  turn  out  tor  the  best,  ft  wa«  not  at  all  to  ay 
liking,  that,  after  tbe  resolution  obliged  Arondena  to  make  public  confeaalaa,  L 
with  de  RoDde,  waa  appointed  to  prepare  a  prescribed  form  (af  confession).  1km, 
also  in  onr  absenee.  followed  tbe  resolitlon  orderlug  tbat  Van  Stnderen.  too,  Aedl 
preach  a  (penitential)  confeaslon  sermon  according  to  the  followlDg  prescribed  foHk  j 
gtreu  (o  him:— 

Copy  of  Form  prescribed  for  UlpianuB  Van  Sindm^n: 

Tbtt  he  ahatl  humbly  oak  bis  congregation  cordially  to  forglre  him  the  wnof 
which  he  did  them,  eren  aa  be,  on  bla  part,  calls  upon  Ood  tor  forglTenesa  tbMefor: 
sndi  In  partlcolar,  that  he  shall  restrain  himself,  and  not  bring  Into  the  pulpit  say 
Tloleot  expreaalona  or  things  relating  to  personal  qnarrels;  In  ahnrt,  tbat  h*  sbsD 
promlae  to  conduct  blmselt  In  fnture  like  a  gospel  minister. 

Quod  Attestor, 

J<^  BltSMBB. 

Tbat  reqalrement  of  solemnly  preaching  a  Confeaslon  SermoD.  and  to  have  Jndfs- 
ment  passed  up<H)  tt  by  all  commlsaloneta,  etc.,  looked  more  like  oppresrion  tbsa 
Inatlce,  I  was  shocked  when  the  Information  wss  read  to  me,  that  those  membtn 
of  the  legsl  consistory  of  Van  SInderen,  who  had  stood  by  their  minister,  and  whs 
had  been  chosen  and  Installed  before  he  entered  npon  his  serrlces.  were  now  set  oa 
a  line  with  the  disaffected  onea  of  Arondeua.  1  dreaded  tbe  result  of  ancb  a  p)*- 
ceedlog.  Every  dlsaatUfled  elder,  then,  right  or  wrong,  might  break  away  as  ht 
liked.  I  confess,  that  1  then  uttered  some  forcible  words.  I  was  alarmed  tbat  sneb 
a  sentence  should  be  passed  against  the  conslntorr,  s».  "o  accusation  had  bew 
brongbt  agaloat  tbat  body;  It  had  had  no  chance  lo  hear  what  had  been  ehargfd 
against  It,  much  lesa,  to  defend  Kiielf.  "How,  my  dear  Sirs".  I  asked.  "Can  tha 
mlnlater  be  the  lawful  mlnlater  and  tbe  entire  eonslatoiT  unlawfnl?  Whyl  Becaoss 
one  of  Ita  members  has  a  seat  In  your  Aascmbly?  Becsuse  It  has  stood  by  Its  law- 
ful minister?  Because  it  has  been  obedient  to  you  and  to  the  Rev.  ClaaalsT  ((•! 
Reward  It  mther  for  Ita  falthfulnesa.    Give  each  one  of  the  old  memt»eTS,  who  ttocl 

To  reinstate,  as  their  mlnlater.  Arondeua,  whom  It  had  declared  to  be  an  IntradW, 
looked  to  me  rldlcaloas;  that  It  waa  contrary  to  our  former  action,  and  to  ytv 
decision:  and  becanse,  tor  four  wceka,  he  had  shown  blmself  ont  of  aorta  with  bB 
regulations  of  Justice;  yea,  he  had  exposed  as  to  pitiful  mockeries.  For  «c  hal 
obliged  the  man  to  make  bnmhie  confession,  and  to  promise  ImproTement.  aaMV 
other  things.  In  the  matter  of  bis  Illegal  Intrnslon  Into  Van  BInderen's  churcbeo.  aal 
the  dlaturbancea  thereby  created.  The  thought,  no  donbt.  actuated  him.  tlial— If  to 
once  confessed  that  he  was  aorry  tor  snch  things,  especially  as  the  ReT.  CoettM  had 
been  so  pious  aa  to  oblige  him  to  make  such  a  public  confession,  yea,  had  am 
forced  him  Into  11— he  could  expect  tliat  Its  piety  would  Induce  It  Toloatailty  t> 
make  Itself  a  similar  confession  from  tbe  same  pulpit. 

Tbese  things,  my  dear  Hlrs.  I  frankly  confesa,  went  against  tbe  grain  with  me,  ■• 
well  aa  tbe  rejection  of  Van  Sinderen's  complaint  against  hla  accnsen.  U;  lalar 
lions  on  tbem  and  on  the  aonrce  from  which  tbey  sprung  made  me  walk  my  path 
In  tears.   Bot  the  consideration  o(  God.  and  of  his  goTemment,  whereby  he  nukss 
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:rooked  wajB  straight,  to  his  own  honor,  quieted  my  sonl,  and  made  me  lament  the 
restlessness  of  my  unbelief.  Nevertheless,  I  praised  the  Lord,  and  It  Is  still  a  matter 
>f  gratitude  to  me,  that,  even  in  that  AssembI}'  he  had  kindly  kept  me  from  becom- 
ing guilty  of  helping  a  godless  and  hostile  man  force  himself  In,  against  the  wishes 
9f  a  few  upright  and  most  respectable  people  in  the  Church  of  Long  Island.  These 
things,  your  Revs,  will  come  to  know  from  the  minutes,  as  also  the  absolute  cause 
of  the  great  change  in  our  Coetus;  for  it  now  recognizes  the  very  man  whom  it  last 
year  declared  to  be  utterly  worthless,  and  who  now,  more  than  every  before,  must 
seem  to  It  to  be  so;  yet  now  it  works  for  him  as  zealously  as  It  had  every  worked 
against  him. 

Furthermore,  three  ministers,  each  with  an  elder,  were  chosen  to  go  and  hear  the 
Confession-Sermons  of  the  Long  Island  gentlemen,  on  the  26th  of  November.  By 
nnanlmons  vote  I  was  appointed  one  of  them.  And  so  I  went.  But  I  constantly 
played,  and  had  the  united  prayers  of  a  few  godly  people  of  my  own  church,  and 
trosted  that  God  would  take  care  of  his  church.  Fearing  that  the  inexperience  of 
my  yoath  might  lead  me  astray,  I  chose  as  my  elder,  a  wise,  calm,  prudent  and 
pious  man,  who  is  still  occupying  a  prominent  civil  position,  by  the  name  of  Hendrlk 
Tisser  (Fisher). 

I  was  on  hand  at  the  time  appointed:  After  the  Confession-Sermons  had  been 
lieard,  the  Gommittee  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  the  one  preached  by 
Arondeus  was  not  satisfactory.  Every  one  could  perceive,  well  enough,  that  he 
slioved  the  blame  from  himself  on  the  church.  He  also  not  obscurely  accused  the 
Coetns  on  one  of  the  points  laid  down,  and  accepted  by  him.  He  used  the  New 
fork  ministers  very  badly.  Rev.  Ritzema  asked  him:  "Why  do  you  not  make  com- 
fession  in  yonr  sermon  of  your  prevarication  and  deceit,  for  these  are  the  cause  of 
ail  this  discord?"  He  (Arondeus)  further  threatened  to  prosecute  him  according  to 
English  law;  so  that  I  had  to  take  the  matter  in  hand  and  make  him  stop. 

Tan  Sinderen  confessed  more  than  was  required  of  him,  and  satisfied  even  his 
enemies.  Many  friends  were  deeply  moved  as  he  stood  there  making  confession  and 
weeping.  The  people  were  bound  to  bring  Arondeus  to  penitence.  They  asked  for 
the  sermon  which  from  the  pulpit  he  declared  was  written  word  for  word,  to  see 
if  in  that  he  had  possibly  made  more  of  a  confession.  Bue  he  said  that  he  bad 
confessed  more  tlian  he  was  obliged  to,  and  refused  to  produce  the  sermon.  Then 
they  proceeded  to  propose  a  second  Confession  Sermon.  Indignantly  I  set  myself 
against  that,  because  it  went  beyond  our  commission;  giving  also  other  reasons, 
which,  while  they  were  convincing,  did  not  bring  them  over  to  my  side,  so  that  I 
was  over  ruled.  But  I  got  the  act  so  changed  that  the  Assembly  could  consclen- 
tionslj  do  no  more  than  ask  him  for  a  catagorical  answer  to  the  question,  whether 
or  not  he  would  give  satisfaction,  in  a  second  Confession  Sermon.  Arondeus  refused 
tile  proposition  with  solenm  asseverations  according  to  his  usual  manner  of  speech. 
But  he  was  labored  with  from  two  o'clock  until  nine,  in  the  evening.  Then  the 
speaker,  contrary  to  the  action  taken,  wanted  to  give  him  more  time  to  consider, 
even  until  the  next  morning.  Still  he  refused,  until  in  the  night  his  friends,  by 
sslng  strong  reasons,  such,  at  any  rate,  as  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  mind, 
fot  him  to  yield,  and  Informed  us  that  he  was  convinced  and  willing  to  give  satis- 
faction oo  the  points  proposed  to  him  in  a  Confession  Sermon.  He  did  not,  however, 
■iiow  himself  to  us. 

Readily  believing  all  that  was  good,  we  allowed  the  hearing  of  a  second  Confession 
Sermon  six  weeks  later,  although,  I  confess,  I  resisted  this  very  strongly.  Van 
Sladeren's  Consistory  was  then  called  and  had  now  for  the  first  time  the  opportunity 
sf  presenting  its  side  of  the  case.    It  requested 

0)  That  the  arrears  on  the  salary  should  be  paid  before  the  Committee  should 
fssohre  that  Arondeus  was  entitled  to  a  call.  They  also  protested  aney  against  his 
being  called,  ont  of  fear  that  the  Judgement  of  God  would  descend  upon  the  Con- 
sistory and  the  Church,  if  a  man,  so  well  known  to  them  and  to  the  Coetus  (for 
evfl  character)  as  Arondeus,  were  called.  The  Ck>mmlttee,  moved  by  the  power  of 
the  truth  and  the  finger  of  God,  considered  their  protest  Just,  and  left  them  room 
for  protesting  against  him  at  any  time  in  the  future. 

(2)  It  requested  that  he  should  not  again  be  permitted  to  ascend  the  pulpit  to 
preach  a  Confession  Sermon.  The  (Committee  resolved  to  ask  him  not  to  preach 
daring  the  six  weeks.  This  request  he  at  first  complied  with,  as  your  Revs,  will 
see  from  reading  the  minutes. 
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Aa  the  week  was  lar  gme.  I  remalaeo  on  Lous  isiana  aiul  preacnea.  t«m  •■ 
Sundair;  In  the  morning,  from  Pa.  Ul}:B-T;  "Wo  la  me  tbat  I  ■ojonm  in  Haabach. 
that  1  dwell  In  the  tents  of  Kedar!  tij  aonl  bBth  long  dwelt  with  him  tliat  hatetk 
peace.  I  am  for  peace:  bnt  when  I  apeak.  llieT  are  for  war."  In  the  afleniooo  oa 
the  Article  of  the  Creed.  ''The  ComniUDlon  of  sainta."  On  Honda;  I  preacM 
from  I  Tim.  CT;  "For  we  bronght  Dothlog  Into  this  world,  and  It  la  certain  wa  caa 
carrr  nothing  oat!"  After  tbla  I  returned  home.  I  learned,  meanwhile  that  adTlcca 
were  being  recelred  In  ■  very  irregnlar  way.  Thla  led  me  to  take  eoDDael  with  tbi 
prealdent  of  onr  laat  Coetua.  Rev.  John  Lefdt.  b  godl;  and  npright  man.  I  wlah  U 
let  ran  know  bla  anawer.  which  I  bere  write  down: 

Copt, 

Mj  Brother:  I  received  roiir  letter.  A  little  while  before,  1  recelred  one  tnm 
ScT.  Ultiema,  containing.  In  part,  the  aame  reqneat  whlcb  jmi  now  make,  tat 
mentioning  both  matter*  which  ronr  letter  contalna.  I.  therefore,  Terbally  eoa- 
mnnlcate  what  baa  reference  tbereto.  Bnt  I  am  awaiting  7oar  Rer'a.  anawer.  ta 
the  reqnpat  I  made,  concerning  (he  acconnt.  made  from  memarj  b;  m^aeU  aad 
elden,  of  the  aubmlsalon  of  Van  SInderen  and  Lott.  to  tbe  meaanres  decided  upon  ta 
the  laat  Coetna.  I  bad  m;  own  aeriona  donbta.  whether  taking  or  recelring  net 
advice  would  Just  now  be  timely  and  □eceB»ic7.  Yet  If  there  aeema  to  ba  aaj 
good  In  It,  I  will  rield;  although  taj  elder  will  not  be  able  to  learn  anything  aboat 
It.  becanae  he  went  home  and  did  not  retom.  Whether  he  went  home  becanae  Ui 
falher-ln-lBw  lay  at  tbe  point  of  death:  or  because  bla  aoul  waa  grieved  at  tbt 
ImpIetT  of  (aome  of)  our  mlnlitera:  (for  to  m;  deep  chagrin,  I  mnat  confeaa,  that  ll 
our  Coetna,  there  la  well  nigh  nothing  that  la  leaa  noticeable  than  pletjl;  or  whetbai 
be  left  for  aome  other  reaaon.  be  himaelf  will  be  beat  able  to  aa;.  Aa  for  mrnlt. 
the  tbiDgs  of  which  I  apoke  In  mr  former  letter  ata;  bjr  me  almoat  da;  and  nlfht 
and  aome  of  tbein  He  verr  fresh  In  mr  memorj. 

I  think,  I  know  this  much  very  well:  namelf,  that  neither  of  the  parties  came  aay- 
where  near  aubmlltlng  Itaelf,  (to  tbe  action  propoaedl,  or.  In  other  mattera  did  tb«T 
act  aa  the;  ought  to  have  done:  that  Van  SInderen  did.  Bt  laal,  penonallr  sDbmll 
himaelf  to  the  Assembly:  yet.  In  parting.  Lott  remarked  that  tbey  would  abide  by  tbe 
propoaltlona  they  bad  banded  In—the  reaaoas,  namely,  for  not  calling  Aroodeua.  I  frd 
myself  also  la  conscience  bound  to  give  anancr  to  (he  aamc  effect.  From  tbat  tlma 
forth,  1  believed  the  Committee  to  be.  naeleas  and  of  no  valae.  Por.  after  all,  every- 
thing waa  done  by  compulsion  of  those  men,  entirely  against  their  will  and  Inclbu- 
tlon.  If  not  BgnlDBt  tbeir  conaclence,  and  thla  refera  to  both  aldea.  Then,  I  alas 
thongbt,  what  could  It  have  mattered,  bad  Ihey  aubmltted  to  tbe  Coetua?  eeelng 
that  the  Committee  had  left  Ibem  room  for  making  protests?  It  mattered  nothing! 
For,  under  ancb  clrcnmatancea.  the  whole  concern  broke  don-n,  and  the  going  of  a 
■econd  Committee  la  good  for  nothing.  I  stood  wondering  by  what  precedent,  or  by 
what  mle  Of  Jostlce,  tbe  Committee  went  to  work  to  require  a  aecond  ConfeaaloD 
Sermon:  notwithstanding  the  (act  that  a  general  Committee  might  be  given  ■  apcclal 
commlaalon,  with  tbe  understand  log  always  tbat  Its  special  commission,  or  iDBtme- 
tlon,  la  not  to  be  departed  from  a  hair's  breadth.  If  a  safe  (acceptable>  report  la  to 
be  made,  and  good  rcasona  are  to  be  given  therefor,  according  to  Art  6  of  the  Poat 

It  la  In  that  llghl  that  1  moat  look  upon  the  Committee  Id  the  Dutch  C«nnty.  and 
particularly  npon  the  Confession  Sermon  of  Arondeua.  wbo  waa  Indeed  AtMaa 
pro/ttndl  mrMum,  aa  (ar  aa  bis  own  peiaon  was  coocemed.  It  waa  the  aim  of  tbt 
Coetna  tbat.  If  he  gave  satlafBCtlon,  and  everything  went  In  well  thereafter,  tbe  way 
abonld  be  opened  to  calling  him.  The  aim  ot  the  CIbbsIb.  too.  was  to  give  him  oaa 
more  trial.  Naturally,  It  he  did  not  make  a  confession  aatiafactory  to  Long  Island, 
ri  non  ate  ituttui  ratfodnaniH.  what  else  can  be  tbe  effect,  except  that  It  make  bU 
more  bold  and  angry,  as  tbe  long  delay  must  give  occasion  for  untimely  deprtca- 
tlona?  Wherefore,  ot  Set  purpose,  I  have  restrained  myself,  although,  aa  Prealdent 
1  had  a  right  to  speak.  I  wanted  to  see  tbe  child  bom  before  I  took  account  of  coB- 
•eqnencea.  Brother,  baa  your  Rev.  not  bad  and  seen  enough  of  his  dlstalnfut  actloa 
and  llttreatmeni?  What  mnat  become  of  such  a  scamp?  (verwogsn).  My  heart  beata 
(turns  about)  with  aversion  and  compaaslon.  Are  you  not  yourself  a  wltneaaT  and 
did  yon  not  aay  that  he  had  curaed  himaelf  too  aetlously  to  appear  before  the  Cuetoa? 
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trefore,  besides  others,  that  curse  Is  lying  upon  him.    I  dread  to  speak  of  it    Oh! 

t  he  might  jet  be  succoured  aud  sayed! 

ne  iMirtlciilar,  omitted  in  mj  last,  I  want  to  mention  now;  namely,  that  we  can 

er  answer  for  having  condemned  those  members  of  Van  Sinderen's  consistory 

t  remained  firm.    My  Dear  Sir,  make  allowance  for  me,  in  that  I  did  only  what 

I  wanted  of  me.    If  the  aim  be  evil,  the  sin  Is  mine.    Therefore  tell  him,  (tioto 

r)  of  the  motives  of  the  letter  of  Rev.  Ritsema,  in  relation  to  the  submission  of 

t  and  Tan  Sinderen  to  the  resolution  which  the  Committee  was  instructed  to 

ry  out.    If,  perchance,  the  Committee  was  not  so  instructed,  then  it  was  nil,  and 

lo  value. 

>  far  writes  that  upright  Brother,  my  Colleague  or  nearest  neighbor. 

Job.  Leydt, 

Minister  at  New  Brunswick. 
.  20th,  1751. 


X Continuation  of  Frelinghuysen's  letter.] 
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.  B.  I  did  not  consider  the  Committee  as  nil,  since  Arondeus  had  to  be  first 
llfled  for  a  call  by  us;  and  it  would  be  very  wrong  of  the  Church  if  it  called  him 
ore  he  had  shown  penitence  and  improvement.  Such  a  change  of  mind  might 
Dce  It  (the  Committee?)  to  call  him,  or  pave  the  way  for  his  being  called  to  other 
rches  by  some  passably  ecclesiastical  form.  Hence  also  the  advice,  by  authority 
iie  Committee  on  Long  Island,  to  hear  the  second  Ccmfession  Sermon.  But,  my 
thren,  who  had  pushed  that  through  against  my  wish  and  -rote,  now,  also  without 

knowledge,  refused  Arondeus.  So  I  appeared  there  with  a  few  hearers  in  vain. 
\  latest  report  about  Arondeus  is  that  he  Is  an  impenitent  sinner.  May  the  Lord 
e  care  for  his  soul!  All  this.  Rev.  Fathers,  I  ask  your  Reverences  patiently  to 
c  for,  when  the  minutes  of  the  Coetus  and  of  the  Committee  come  to  hand, 
fem  it  my  duty  to  give  you  some  Information  In  regard  to  it.  I  trust  that  you 
I  watch  over  our  churches.  Without  the  salt  of  order  there  can  be  no  peace. 
>k  9:S0.  The  Lord,  I  hope,  will  give  your  Reverences  more  light  on  those  matters 
ch  are  still  dark. 

few  things,  besides,  are  pressing  upon  my  mind.  These  I  had  better  make 
wn.  The  matter  of  de  Wint  will,  no  doubt,  have  come  to  your  Revprt»nces* 
wledge  from  a  letter  signed  by  the  president  and  the  scribe.  Rev.  Ooetschlus. 

Leydt.  Of  Arondeus  you  will  probably  hear  enough:  possibly  from  his  own  lips, 
»n  his  conscience,  which  he  now  keeps  on  resisting,  wakes  up.  For  he  lives,  as  it 
US  to  me,  in  secret  despair  of  himself,  departing  from  before  the  face  of  the 
d.  (Gen.  4:16.)  Such  things,  the  Rev.  Verbryck  hbd  heard  from  his  own  lips  and 
)rted  in  full  (foetus.  Rev.  Fryenmoet,  his  friend,  also  declared  that  he  could 
re  it  beyond  a  probability.  Therefore  I  think,  it  must  be  so.  If  there  is  brought 
>re  your  Reverences  anything  against  the  secretary,  Goetschius,  or  anybody  else, 
possibility  of  which  has  been  Intimated  to  me  by  my  brother  Leydt,  I  know  that 
r  carefulness  and  Justice  will  not  allow  you  to  accept  anything  proven,  before 

has  had  the  chance  of  defending  himself.    I  have.  Indeed,  said  to  friends,  that 

saving  of  Benhadads  and  Agags  was  the  death  of  Israel— the  Justification  of  the 

ked,  the  condemnation  of  the  Just;  and  that  I  expected  that  the  protection  of 

Arondeuses  and  de  WInts  would  have  the  same  result. 

cense  my  boldness  in  troubling  your  Reverences  with  this  communication.    The 

d  give  your  Reverences  com  passion^  for  our  ZIon  and  for  us,  his  poor  children, 

.  oppressed;  who,  though  sighing  over  one  who  Is  unspl ritual  and  Indifferent, 

are  thankful  to  God  that  he  uses  your  Reverences  for  our  help  and  deliverance. 

h  much  love  and  respect,  I  remain,  Very  Reverend  Fathers,  Your  Reverences 

t  Obedient  Servant  and  Brother  In  Christ. 

John  Frielinghuysen. 

itan,  March,  1752. 

icelver  p.  0>nvert,  via.  London,  May  17,  1752. 
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CoiUtESI'ONDENCK    FROM    AuEBICA. 

The  Consistory  of  Claverack  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Ameterdan, 

March  30,  1752. 

Portfolio  "  Kew  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

AddreBSVd  on  oatsidc: 

To  the  Ver;  Hevcr^nd,  Vtry  Learned  Ctasili  of  Ainalerdaiii.  »t  AmEtenlaai. 
To  tfae  Very  ReveKud  CIbsbIs  at  AmslerdBm:— 

Id  order  to  tbe  troivr  undcrBtanding  or  tlie  leOer  seat  lo  the  Very  Rev.  CU«K 
tbe  following  account  of  wlint  has  occurred  Is  enclosed: 

I.  After  the  DDaulmouB  call  ot  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Uoevcnlierg  to  (the  Cbureb  of)  Wcw 
York  bad  been  aaanlltsl  by  a  mfljorlty  vote,  (of  that  ConalBtory).  becaote  be  U 
aald  (bat  be  would  have  nniblntt  1'>  do  with  tbe  Intrigues  ot  Rev.  (Goallenu)  <• 
BoU  and  Ur.  Baakert;  uud.  because,  wllbout  order  from  tbe  C-oasUtoiT.  a  lelttt 
written  by  tbe  late  cln  Bola,  as  I  believe,  bod  been  banded  lo  him,  to  compel  blB  to 
Jolit  the  Coetoa;  (nd  be  would  not  allow  blmsell  to  be  bound  by  bis  algtulsn 
because  bla  call  sboald  aland  on  the  same  tooting  as  that  ot  Rev.  RItiema.  wbMi 
■ignatnte  bad  not  been  so  required:— tlien  (he  before  mentioned  Lord  Robert  LWIar 
Blon.  Jnnlor.  InTtted  Clayerack  to  unite  with  him,  (the  patroon},  at  the  Manor  «( 
LlTlngston.  Id  calling  Rev.  Van  Boevenberg.  wbom  he  moat  blghly  recommended. 

Tbla  was  flnally  done,  after  tbe  tondKIona  bad  been  agreed  on.  Tbe  call  vi* 
■Igned  first  by  tbe  imiroon,  J.  (Van!  Uenaelaer,  and  tbe  Consistory  ot  CliTciack. 
Bat  while  tbe  patitMO  ot  the  Manor  of  Llvlngelon  wbb  delating  to  add  his  slgnaton, 
there  came  to  his  enni  ihrongh  one  ot  hla  neareet  friends,  a  mnllcloos  saying  ot  B«?. 
Van  HoeTcuberg.  tcblch  canaed  bard  words  to  pass  between  them.  Though  becoiD- 
Ing  ecclealaatlcally  reconciled.  lu  the  prfsence  ot  Messrs  Cool  and  Bam,  etden  of 
tbe  Manor  Oborch,  Livingston  still  nCnsed  (o  algn  Ibe  call. 

II.  Meanwhile  Her.  Vitn  Hoevenbcrg  waa  called  to  Lower  Itblnebeek,  He  went 
there  because  the  (Patrooo  of  ih»)  tlauor  refuiii.-d  ta  i^ign.  After  liL'Ing  tbere  tialt  i 
fear,  be  was  wanted  od  Long  laland.  So  we  gave  bim  a  tetter  o(  dlBmlBaal  declaiUg 
onnelvea  perfectly  satlsfled  with  bla  teaching  and  conduct.  In  evidence  of  tbat  th* 
Conalatory  reaolvee,  not  one  member  dlssentlag,  to  permit  blm  to  administer  the 
Lord's  Sapper.  The  Bnt  time,  the  domlne  administered  It  without  there  being  aay 
objection  raised;  the  second  time,  not  witbaat  a  straggle,  becanse  some  evll-mlndej 
penoni  bad  apread  the  report  tbat  Rev.  Van  Uoevenberg  was  not  a  legal  mlnlitet. 

In  the  anmmer  ot  ITtl  Rev.  Frlellngbnysen.  utter  having  administered  the  Loid'i 
Sapper,  made  an  offer  to  Claude  de  I.«metter  to  bold  a  preaching  service  (In  that 
neighborhood)  In  the  week.  Rev.  Van  Hoeventwrs,  knowing  of  this,  came  to  bear 
Vrlellnghnyaen,  and  especially.  If  possible,  to  settle  the  dlOculty.  n'ben  Bev.  Tai 
Hoevenbcrg  came  to  tbe  bomte  ot  de  Lametter,  Itev.  FrIellngbuysen  said  to  Un 
that  he  hoped  he  had  not  come  to  cause  division  In  the  Cbuich,  To  whlcb  ReT. 
Tan  HoeveDberg,  wltb  calmneaa  replied,  by  asking.  If  Rev.  Pdellngbnyaen  bad  had 
any  experience  ot  tbatt  Bev.  FrIellngbuysen  said,  "After  the  sermon  I  aball  boU 
a  meeting  ot  tfae  Consistory  to  settle  tbe  difflcalties."  Bev.  Tan  Haevenbetg 
anawered.  "I  Join  In  tbat  request."  After  Bev.  Frlellnghnyaen  bad  gone,  we  s«ia- 
rated,  and  came  together  again  tbe  next  day  at  tbe  house  of  (he  Reader.  (ToorlcKi) 
Wlllem  Van  Ess.  Rev.  Frlellngbayaen  prelended  tbat.  as  tbe  Church  ot  Clareiaek 
was  In  his  charge,  be  was  bound  (o  keep  tbat  congregation  united.  He  aaked  Bev. 
Van  Hoevenbcrg  for  bla  papers.    Tbe  latter  retuaed  to  show  tbem  to  blm.  giving  at 

1.  Becanse  be  had  abown  tbem  In  fall  conalslory  at  Claveiack.  after  having 
announced  tbat  those  ot  (he  cbuich  who  wished  to  aee  them  could  come  In.  Tkl 
elders  declared  at  the  same  time  that  they  bad  seen  them  and  were  aatlatM  tl 
regard  to  them.    In  tbls  FrIellngbuysen  refused  to  aciinlesce. 

1  Because  Bev.  FrtellnghayseQ  had  no  more  right  to  aak  such  a  thing  of  Bev.  Tan 
Hoevenbcrg.  who  had  been  In  service  tor  two  years  already,  and  that  onqaeslkael. 
tban  Be*.  Tan  Boevenberg  bad  to  ask  blm  to  abow  him  bla  papers;  eapedallj.  M 
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nurtUB  bad  luslallixl  bim  nt  Bblnebck  on  Ibe  Bliwnslh  of  bis  i>apeni:  mIho. 

that  man,  Cispir  Cou^n.  at  wIkhw  requeiit  bf  ankril  It.  was  not  a  member 
X>na)ittoi7. 

this  had  pasMd.  Ihe  (^onBlstorj,  or  at  anj  rate,  thrpt  elders,  ahhrd  Hp».  Van 
b«rs  to  preach.  Bat  FrlellDEhu/aea  refuaed  to  allnn  this,  under  pretext  that 
Id  not   allow  another  minister  In  bla  churebeB.     N evert heleaa.  at  the  urgent 

of  the  (kmalatorr.  he  did  preach.  As  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberi;  preached  alter 
.e,  Itev.  FrlellnghuyiioD,  (vntrair  to  bla  proiulse,  went  awar  without  hnldlDE 
torr  meetlnR.  He  weot  to  Klnderhoek.  after  declarlDK  that  he  did  not  know, 
V.  Van  Hoevenber«'B  call  bad  been  altnipd  by  Clayemek,  and  that  the  eldera 
epted  him  an  mlnUCer. 
'  winter  of  17&2,  ller.  Frlellnghnyaeu  buvlnK  lulujHlcred  amln  at  LIvlngatoD 

the  eideia  of  ClaveniPk  o-ere  railed  by  the  dpai'ona  to  appear  before  Kev. 
:hDriten,  either  at  the  Livlngalon  Uaoor  or  at  Clarerack.  Tbey  agreed  to 
before  the  Manor  CoDBlatorr.  on  condition  that  Be*.  Manclni.  of  KIncaton, 
be  present. 

Appearing  there,  the  deacons  presumed  to  require  Ihe  eldera  to  prove  that 
ID  Hoevenberg  was  a  legal  minlitcr.  Herenpon  Rev.  Mancloa  proposed.  In 
«  of  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  thai  that  matter  be  left  to  the  Jndgemeat  of  tbo 
tT.  Claaals  of  AcoflUTdam,  to  be  decided  bj  them  according  to  Chnreh  Lair; 
t  Kev.  Tan  Hoevenberg  should  meacwhlle  remain  In  the  mlnlitrj.  at  Claver- 
a  that  the  deacons  should  get  Rev.  FrlellnghUTaeD  to  agree  to  this,  and  each 
exhort  hla  parlr  lo  peace  and  unity.  Several  tiroes  Rev.  Mauclns  set  forth 
ice  of  BDCh  a  measure,  and  urged  that  they  write  ennjolntly.  so  iis  to  avoid 
ij  of  writing  to  and  fro.     Bat  several   ClioeB  Rev.  Prlellnghnraen  refused  to 

to  the  plan,  saying  that  he  wanted  to  write  for  hlniaelf. 
lie  nnderalgDed,  elders  of  Claverack,  hereby  declare  that  the  second  snd  third 

are  the  truth,  becauHe  we  were  present;  but  as  to  the  flrsl,  we  leave  that  to 
iDDt  of  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg. 
at  ClBverack,  March  30.  1753. 

Johannes  l«ggert. 
Claude  de  Lametter. 

d.  Noveaiber  U,  176!.     No.  1«4. 


s  of  the  Deputies,  April  10,  1752.     [See  May  1,  1752.1 
lis  docmneot  is  quite  obscure  in  meaning,  as  the  Claasis  also 
ea  below,  but  we  have  tried  to  make  it  clearer,  by  paren- 
i)  words.) 

ter  from  Rev.  Q.  Haeghoort,  containing  a  Protest  against 
TetQS  which  was  held  Septeml>er  13,  (1751) ;  another,  from 
d  River,  ("Haeghoort's  home)  of  Dec  6,  1751.  These  were 
ed  April  10,  1752.  (See  under  date  of  Sept.  10-17,  1751, 
ference  to  this  Protest. ) 

(Abstract) 
^  Protest  is  confused  and  unint^'lligible.     It  were  best  that 
tild  be  read  in  Classis,     The  Pmtest   was.  at  his  request, 
d  in  to  the  Coetus;  for  he  was  not  a  member, 
fil 
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In  his  letter  of  July  12,  1751,  he  saja  that  he  had  reoeivd 
ours  of  Nov,  j,  1 750,  and  had  answered  the  same.  He  ia  affected 
and  siirpriseil  m  nur  expressions  {of  displeasure) ;  jet  in  tin 
previouB  letter  he  ha.d  freely  expressed  his  own  thou^ts,  hi 
hoped  that  they  had  not  hored  us.     He  expects  a  fraternal  answet, 

N.  B.  But  this  letter  of  October  17,  1751,  on  account  of  (sev- 
eral i)  harsh  expressions,  was  not  deemed  deserving  of  an  answer 
by  the  ClaseJs  of  April  10,  1752. 

His  Protest  is  against  the  Coetus,  and  against  Rev.  (ftul- 
terns)  Dii  Hois,  its  Olerk.  Against  the  latter,  however,  ho  dod 
not  olahorate  his  Protest,  Dti  Bols  haWng  since  died.  He  sendi 
it  over  however,  because  the  Coetus  will  do  the  same,  so  that  w 
may  see  that  "  lording  and  avarioe  "  (heersching©  en  meest 
schraping)  occur  in  the  Coetiia. 

He  tiiinka  ihat  an  impartial  judgment  will  justify  his  Protat 
against  the  Coetus.  He  says  the  Synod  should  have  been  informed 
of  their  affairs,  ami  its  "  approval  "  of  ihe  Coefus  secured.  It 
the  fault  of  (he  Classis  that  this  did  not  take  place,  although  1m 
had  requested  this  very  thing  of  us  as  well  as  of  tfae  Coettt 
This  circumstance  gives  him  no  pleasure.  The  Coetus  originttBi 
from  no  other  grounds  (than)  partisanship  and  ambition.  Till 
so-called  ('orrespondpnt,  whose  authority  ( wettigheydt)  is  fipli 
seftk,  thereto  also  gave  occasion.  His  { Haaghoort's)  plan  as  tD 
the  way  in  which  .lucli  a  Coetus  should  have  been  iiistituted, 
held  back,  and  instead  of  it,  there  was  substituted  another  pin 
by  the  Con8isl*>ry  oi  New  York,  in  spite  of  some  oppositko, 
they  arrogated  to  themselves  to  send  to  the  Coetus  two  elders  tai 
only  one  city -minister.  The  authority  which  the  Classis  had 
to  him  (Haagh«>rt)  and  to  Erickson,  to  ordain  Rev.  S(dia;lfl^ 
was  long  held  back,  so  that  the  envelope  waa  worn  off,  the 
broken,  the  letter  <iponed  and  altered;  and  it  was  not  transmittei 
(to  us)  until  just  as  a  CoetUfi  was  about  to  be  held.  It  was 
tended  that  ii,  (the  oriiinarion  of  Scbnyler*)  nrnat  take  pi*" 
in  ( Xew)  York,  (else)  the  Coetus  would  not  be  kept  intut  (i 
staat) ;  nevertheless  the  (Consistories)  of  Long  Island  and  Hm 
lem,  in  violation  of  Article  8,  (of  the  Coetus)   allowed  pena 
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to  preach  who  had  not  studied.  The  same  policy  is  also  main- 
tained at  the  reopening  of  each  Coetus.  (And  at  the  close)  the 
Acts  are  not  first  reviewed  (geresumeert)  but  are  recorded  at 
Dnce  in  the  book  after  the  Coetus  is  held.  But  this  is  contrary 
to  the  regulations.  Thus  also  no  one  can  see  what  has  been  done, 
and  alterations  can  be  made  at  will.  He  (Haaghoort)  has  indeed 
be^i  promised^  on  his  own  request,  a  copy  of  his  Plan,  from  the 
minutes,  (Protocol) ;  also  of  the  letters  of  the  Classis ;  but  that 
promise  has  not  been  fulfilled.  The  letter  to  the  Classis,  also, 
was  not  written  during  the  meeting  of  Coetus  but  after  adjourn- 
ment; and  the  copy  was  for  the  first  read  at  the  next  Coetus; 
although  this  was  done  differently  last  year. 

He  thinks  that  those  letters  ought  first  to  be  read  (in  the 
Coetus),  as  is  done  with  us  in  our  Classis.  He  makes  complaint 
j{  two  settled  ministers,  Arondeus  and  de  Wint.  These  he 
sfaarges  with  having  advertised  (adverteeren)  him  and  another 
member  of  the  Coetus,  without  being  rebuked  by  the  moder- 
itors  {  ?)  In  respect  to  this,  it  was  twice  attempted  to  put  on 
record,  [to  book,  verboeken,]  what  was  resolved  on  and  noted.  (  I) 
An  attempt  was  made  to  make  the  scoundrelism  of  Rev.  Wynstok 
appear  probable;  and  it  was  taken  in  evil  part  that  the  letter  of 
Klopper,  of  which  our  Classis  makes  mention,  was  asked  for. 
rhey  said  they  knew  nothing  of  this,  and  refused  to  communicate 
the  letter  of  Rev.  Schelluyne,  except  orally. 

It  was  even  deemed  unnecessary  to  note  down  what  had  been 
already  sent  to  the  Classis.  He  also  objects  to  Coetus,  because  a 
minister  cannot  obtain  redress  of  his  affairs  so  well  as  the  congre- 
gations can.  Because  the  Coetus  was  only  instituted  to  settle 
disputes,  preachers  are  bound  to  conduct  themselves  according  to 
the  decision  of  the  Coetus ;  but  the  congr^ations  hold  themselves 
U>  such  decisions  as  far  as  they  happen  to  please  them,  and  not 
otherwise.  This  appears  from  the  affair  between  van  Sinderen 
and  Arondeus,  and  their  respective  parties.  The  latter  (party) 
belonged  to  the  Coetus  in  the  time  of  Rev.  Freeman;  now  they 
mock  at  the  Coetus. 
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^'et  t.hp_v  rppnir  to  i(  again  when  there  ia  hope  of  getting  vAat 
they  want,  and  of  keeping  Arondeus.  Also  in  the  affairs  of 
Acqaakenonk,  in  the  time  of  John  van  Driessen,  the  CoetUB  and 
Olassis  were  ridiculed;  but  now  they  repair  thither  again,  witk- 
out  doing  anything  (toward  a  settlement)  of  that  case.  But  whan 
Classis  recommended  to  Coetus  the  union  {of  Aqiiac^ononek) 
with  Second  River,  it  was  then  openly  declared  they  bad  no 
busineas  with  the  Coetus.  Nevertheless,  when  summoned,  an 
elder  appeared  saying  his  people  was  not  inclined  to  union.  But 
surely  this  (their  conduct)  afaonld  not  have  stood  in  the  way  ol 
Ooetus  undertaking  such  a  desirable  busineaa;  just  as  little  u 
(it  should  not  have  stood  in  the  way)  when  they  wished  to  keep 
such  a  fellow  os  Arendeus.  With  him  the  party  of  Van  Sindann 
will  never  l)e  reconciled;  for  from  his  (Van  Sinderen's)  stand- 
{>oint  it  is  impossible.  They  (the  Coetus)  should  not  hare  re- 
jected his  ( 11  aaghoort's)  peace-loving  letters  whi<^  tended  in 
©very-  sense  to  the  welfare  of  the  churches.  And  the  replies  of 
Acquackononk  should  have  been  looked  at  and  considered,  (by 
the  Coetus),  and  the  opinions  of  both  churches  should  have  been 
aske<i  for,  and  become  known  by  the  Coetus,  as  was  the  case 
with  those  nf  lx)ng  Island.  More  information  should  have  been 
sought,  and  thus  the  intt^tions  of  Classis  could  have  been  com- 
plied with. 

Heretofore  he  (Uaaghoort)  has  been  writing  about  the  Ccmq- 
mitt€e;  now,  one  (David)  Marinus,  is  given  (attention  to).  He 
was  examined  by  Rev.  Schlatter  in  Philadelphia  on  his  own 
authority,  and  was  provided  with  a  license  to  preach,  and  that 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  (German)  Coetus.  He  (Schlatter) 
pretends  to  have  a  conunission  which  allows  him  to  do  everything. 
This  surprised  evem  his  own  elder.  Nevertheless  he  attends  the 
Coetus,  (the  Qcrman  Coetus?)  without  anything  being  said  of 
all  this.  Twice  did  the  writer  of  this  letter  speak  of  it  at  (oar) 
Coetus,  but  nothing  was  done  in  the  premises.  Thus  the  oon- 
grc^tions  have  more  liberty  than  the  ministers.  They  an  ao 
subordinated  to  the  Classis  that  the^  are  completely  dependant  on 
it,  HB  if  they  were  its  mere  servants.     This  was  an  eixpreanoD 
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Lsed  in  the  Coetus,  and  it  (thus  substantially)  appears  also  in  its 
fundamental  Articles.     (See  under  date  of  April  27,  1738.) 

Since  all  the  Minutes  (of  Coetus?)  are  sent  over  to  the  same, 
'to  the  Classis?)  and  (matters)  therein  are  approved  or  disap- 
proved, why,  he  asks,  is  not  the  same  authority  used  over  the 
(individual)  congregations.  Especially  in  matters  relating  to 
sails?  If  they  (the  congregations)  cannot  be  thus  subordinated, 
why  is  there  not  an  effort  made  to  bring  the  business  of  the  Coetus 
to  the  same  condition?  and  (also  to  bring  the  business  of?)  the 
chnrcheB  out  of  the  fundamental  causes  of  the  disputes?  One 
ought  to  try  to  take  away  these  fundamental  causes,  as  a  wise 
physician  would  do.  He  asks — Whether  it  would  be  too  severe  a 
threat,  (to  declare) — that  the  Coetus  or  Classis  would  ratify  no 
call  unless  it  were  guaranteed  (in  the  call,  that  the  congr^ation 
nrould  be)  subject  to  the  Coetus  and  the  Classis  and  their  laws; 
>r  rather,  (unless  it  were  guaranteed  that)  honest  persons  should 
(not)  be  allowed  to  be  abused.  Should  not  the  Coetus  be  allowed 
U)  recommoend  and  help  honorable  men  to  vacant  churches,  as  well 
as  such  dishonorable  ones  as  De  Wint  and  Arondeus  ?  To  such 
eads  he-  (Haeghoort)  had  sought  to  direct  the  affairs  in  the  Coetus, 
but  in  vain;  yet  to  this  end  was  directed  the  very  draught  of  the 
Elegulations. 

He  also  suggested  that  instead  of  the  plan  of  an  almost  imprac- 
ticable "  Church- Visitation  ",*  each  minister  and  elder  at  the 
Ooetus  should  be  asked.  Whether  each  one  did  his  duty  ?  Whether 
the  salary  was  promptly  paid  to  the  preacher  ?  But  this  Article 
was  left  out  of  the  list  (of  Rules  of  the  Coetus.)  He  is  indeed 
aware  that  we  (the  Classis)  tried  to  co-operate  toward  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  matters,  in  our  letters  of 1749 

'Article  44  of  Roles  of  Synod  of  Dort:  "Each  ClasRis  shall  authorise  two  or  more 
of  the  eldest,  most  experienced  and  best  qualified  of  its  memberSp  annully  to  vitit 
all  the  churches  belonging  to  its  Jurisdiction,  both  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country; 
whose  bojiliiees  It  shall  be  to  enquire— Whether  the  ministers,  consistories  and  school- 
masters do  faithfully  discharge  their  offices?  Whether  they  adhere  to  sound  doc- 
trine? Whether  they  obserre  In  all  things  the  received  discipline,  and  promote  as 
oiQch  as  possible,  by  word  and  deed,  the  edification  of  the  congregation  in  general, 
tad  of  the  youth  in  particular?  That  so  they  may  reasonably  and  in  a  brotherly 
manner,  admonish  those  who  in  either  of  these  particulars  may  be  found  negligent; 
ind  by  their  counsel  and  conduct  assist  in  directing  all  things  to  the  edification  and 
prosperity  ot  the  churches  and  schools. 

Bach  duuMis  may  continue  their  " Visitors"  in  office  during  pleasure,  except  when 
the  Visitors  tiiemselyee  for  reasons,  of  which  the  Classis  shall  Judge,  request  to  be 
liamlMed." 

This  wmm  flovnd  In  colonial  times,  on  account  of  the  distance  between  the  chunihfta 
:o  be  qolte  ImpimctlCAbto. 
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and  October  15,  1750 ;  but  to  his  regjet  no  bwnd  was  given  tbereto. 
No  letters  which  were  necessary  to  him,  in  relation  to  his  Protest, 
had  been  sent  to  him ;  nevertheless  (he)  knew  their  contents ;  thit 
they  must  not  be  so  reckless,  in  the  making  of  their  calls.  He  had 
strongly  insistfril  thereon,  but  the  pretended  eorrespondent  biDH^ 
matters  into  such  a  shape,  that  even  the  adopted  Articles  were 
made  obscure,  or  were  altered.  For  they  went  so  far  in  this  oot- 
respondence,  thar  these  Arricles  were  witliHrBwn,  which  oontainfid 
tiie  peremptory  decision  of  Classis  about  Rev.  (T.  J.)  ^EVieJing- 
huynen  which  declared  him  orthodox  and  removed  the  ban;  but 
tbey  altered  them,  acknowledging  him  simply  as  "  lawful ". 

Finally,  he  says  that  the  churches,  which  make  the  calls,  should 
therein  be  made  equally  subordinate  to  Coetus,  as  the  miniHten 
are  pledged  thereto,  in  the  calls.  It  was  this  which  bad  oocauoned 
such  a  storm  in  the  case  of  Rev,  Hoevenbeig  at  New  York,  iriio, 
refusing  to  do  so,  (to  make  himself  subordinate),  his  call  wts 
made  null  and  void.  It  is  thus  tbey  know  how  to  make  use  of  the 
Coetus,  If  even  the  Consistory  of  New  York  has  prescribed  thi« 
for  its  ministers,  why  not  do  the  same  for  all  the  ministers  to- 
gether ?  This  would  remove  many  causes  of  dispute  and  increase 
brotherly  love.  A  committee  on  this,  his  Protest,  had  been  sp- 
pointed.  Most  of  the  members  of  the  Coetus  are  witnesses  of 
what  he  has  said.  He  requests  a  copy,  if  that  Committee  should 
write  anything  to  us,  (the  Classia)  so  that  he  may  be  able  to 
defend  himself,  and  we  may  be  enabled  to  proceed  discreetly,  who, 
now  that  it  is  too  late,  can  not  help  him  under  all  the  ill-treatment 
be  has  received.  He  knows  not  what  else  to  do,  except  to  put 
forth  proper  efforts;  be  will  seek  to  be  faithful,  and  comfort 
himself  with  the  Divine  promises.     He  concludes  with  salutaticnu. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ambteedam. 
Letters  Read. 
1752,  April  10th.     Art  10.     Extracts  were  read  from  aev«al 
letters,  as  follows: 

1.  From  Rev.  Gerard  Haggoord  of  Second  River,  of  July  17, 
1751,  received  by  us  Oct.  26,  1751.     To  this  no  r€5)ly  diall  be 
made  bec&use  of  contemptuovu  and  mtdmous  ex^ressiona. 
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2.  From  Rev.  John  Ritzema  of  New  York,  Nov.  15,  1761,  to- 
ether  with  several  papers  relating  to  a  call  of  Rev.  John  Aemilius 
Vemig  (Wemich)  to  Stone  Arabia,  N.  Y.  These  shall  be  dis- 
ussed  at  a  following  meeting  of  Classis.  In  the  meantime  Rev. 
litzema  shall  be  answered  in  general  terms.  A  lettei:  to  him  was 
ead  and  approved. 

3.  From  Rev.  Greorge  Weiss  of  the  1  and  17  of  November, 
751.     This  shall  also  be  answered  in  general  terms. 

4.  From  Rev.  G.  H.  Mancius,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.  of  October 
11,  1751.  It  was  written  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory  there, 
ind  was  received  Feb.  16,  1752.  To  this  no  reply  shall  for  the 
iresent  be  made.  In  regard  to  that  matter  relating  to  the  chnrch 
►f  New  Paltz,  further  information  is  awaited. 

5.  From  the  Revs.  Leid  (Leydt)  and  Gk)etschius,  October  18, 
1751,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  together  with  some 
estimonia  touching  the  case  of  P.  de  Wind. 

6.  From  whom  (De  Wind)  a  letter  was  also  communicated  to 
he  Classis ; 

7.  as  well  as  one  from  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten 
Island  in  reference  to  him  (De  Wind)  which  was  addressed  to 
Classis. 

While  these  affairs  are  of  the  utmost  importance,  they  shall 
first  be  written  about  to  the  Classis  of  Nether  Veluwe,  and  also 
to  Revs.  Wynstok  and  Medenbach,  of  whom  mention  is  made  in 
those  letters,  after  which  the  affair  shall  be  further  acted  on. 
xii.  283. 

Acts  of  the  Ci-assis  of  Amhtkim>am. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  April  10,  1752. 

Vol.  30,  page  247,  No.  189. 

To  Rev.  John  Ritzema,  Pastor  at  New  York: 

Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother : — In  order  to  show  you  that  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  will  gladly  answer  your  friendly  statements 
U)  her  concerning  different  affairs  in  the  (church  of  God  in  that 
land  where  you  now  find  yourself,  we  write  this  in  the  name  of 
the  Clasais,  with  our  thanks  for  the  trouble  which  your  Rev.  has 
been  pleased  to  take;  nevertheless,  we  hope,  that  you  w\V\  not  \)b\TJL 
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it  amiss,  that  wp  do  not  at  prpseiit,  elaboratp  upon  the  affair  itself 
to  which  you  ivfor,  but  consider  the  matter  only  as  reported,  nntil 
aiich  time  as  the  T^e^'.  Coetiis  i-ansc^  its  greetings  to  be  sent  in 
rftfereiice  to  thi^i  matter;  othorwiao,  we  would  be  oompelled  to 
answer  also  all  thei  other  gentlemen,  privately,  and  thus  to  make 
privat<^  (piiblirii)  affairs  which  regard  the  entire  Coetiw.  Thi* 
would  soon  create  great  oonfiision.  Meanwhile,  we  observe  from 
your  honored  letter  of  Nov.  15th,  from  New  York,  that  this  p«^ 
ticiilar  affair  was  communicated  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  enUre 
Ooetus,  viz.,  t-hat  they  would  gladly  see  Rev,  John  Aemilias  Wer- 
nig  ree<^7itzed  in  the  name  of  the  Classis  as  the  lawful  pastor  at 
StoDt!  Arabia,  notwithstanding  he  was  ealled  and  installed  tluR  | 
not  in  accordance  with  our  regular  Chiiroh  Order.  We  will  not 
fail  to  make  report  of  this  to  our  Clasais.  and  to  inform  Co^oi  j 
as  soon  as  possible  of  the  decision  of  the  Classis  thereupon.  | 

Furthermore,  Rev.  Sir  and  Much-beloved  Brother,  W©  remain, 
after  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  you,  and  thanking  you  for  the 
oflfer  of  your  services,  Your  servants  to  conunand.  The  Depntati 
Classis  ad  Res  Ext^ras, 

•lohn  Van  der  Vorm 

James  Tyken,  V.  D,  M.  Amst.  Depp.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

April  1,  1T52. 

Acts  of  the  Coetus,   Convened  at  the  Request  of  Dou. 

SiNDBBEN    AND    HIS    FaiENSS,     BY     DoM.     RlTZSMA,     ExTBAOK- 
DINABT   OlEUK,    HELD  AT   NbW    YoRK.    Ai'KIL    14-16,    1752. 

In  Acts  of  Clasais,  Vol.  xxiii.  267,  seq.     Referred  to  xxit.  13. 
Session  1. — Tuesday,  Apbil  14 — Fokbnooh. 


1.  Opening.— Tbe  AMeioblr  "*■  openpd  *llh  praypr 
Prmldfiil. 

Members  Present. 

hj  Dom.  John  L 

KeT.  EleDhart  BtlckBaa 

Elde 

.  U.  Bi-aael 

A.  Cnrtenlni. 
Q.  Hsecliaort 
J.  RItKma 

': 

J.  Kip 
J.  Spier 
C.  BBDCker 

B.  HelDema 

H.  Goetgcblns 

B.  Martow 

J.  Ujtt 

1.  FreliDghararn 

U.  Tan  BlDderen 

B.  Flaber 
W.  WlllemiwD 
A.  I.i>tt 

8.  Vwbrrck 

" 

C.  Sndth. 
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The  ii<»xt  In  succeMion  to  the  last  Presldeot  being  absent,  Dom.  O.  Haeghoort  was 
lOKen  PreaideDt  Extraordinary.  Dom.  Van  Slnderen  and  Lott,  his  elder,  acknowi- 
Iging  that  the  Ckietus  was  convened  at  their  request,  they  were  required  to  pay 
ixte<^  pounds  for  the  expense  of  the  meeting;  which  they  promised  to  do. 

2.  Object  of  the  Meeting.— Thfi  proposal  of  Dom.  Van  Slnderen  and  his  party  waH 
eard,  deeiring  the  execution  of  the  previous  decisions  of  the  Classls  and  the  CoetUH 
1  their  matters.    Postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving.  Tempus  Vonr^itwt  at  tialf  paRt  two 
•clock.  P.  M. 

Session'  II. — Aiternoon. 

L  Deleffatett  from  Kings  County.— The  meeting  wus  opened  with  an  edifying  prayer 
}j  the  President.  Peter  Lefferts.  William  Couwenhoven,  B.  Ryder,  Wll.  Van  Nuys, 
E^ter  Vandervoort,  and  Hendrik  Vandewatcr  appeared  as  delegates  from  Kings 
>ant7,  and  confirmed  the  request  of  Dom.  Van  Slnderen  and  Mr.  Lott. 

IL  From  Qweom.— Joseph  Duryee  came  as  a  delegate  from  Jamaica,  Queens  County, 
Meking  counsel  and  did  against  Arondeus.  who,  continuing  to  preach,  hindered  their 
mlon. 

X.  Report  of  the  Contmittet.-The  minutes  of  the  last  Coetus  were  read,  and  a  report 
wwt  requested  from  the  committee  on  Flatbush.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Ritcema,  De 
Sonde,  and  Frelinghuysen,  with  their  elders,  reported  what  they  had  done  to  the 
FoUowtng  effect,  etc.  The  Conimlttc»e  having  stated  their  reasons  for  appointing  a 
Rcond  confession  to  be  made  by  Arondeus,  the  Avombly  acqnle<«ce(i  In  the  Indul- 
jence.  as  granted  with  a  goc»d  «Im. 

Sb8si<)n  III. — \Vki).ne8i>ay,  Octobiiik  15 — Forenoon. 

1.  Arondeu9  CUtd.—Tln"  Abnemhly,  being  opened  with  pniyer  by  tlio  I'rfsldont, 
'^msidered  whether  Dom.  ArondeuH  should  not  be  Hummoned  before  them  to  answer, 
ind  It  was  concluded  to  cite  him  to  appear,  by  a  letter  of  this  Import:  The  Rev. 
[k>etus,  now  met  in  extniordlnary  .session,  in  New  York,  think  proper  to  apprise  yuu 
that  they  Judge  your  presence  necessary  here;  wherefore  you  are  requested  to  repair 
bither  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  hear  what  the  Assembly  has  to  state  to 

fOO. 

2.  Reading  of  DocumentH.— The  decision  of  the  Coetus  and  the  Classls  concerning 
Dom.  Arondeus,  and  the  accompanying  Classical  Letter,  wore  again  road«  Time 
being  spent  in  deliberation,  the  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving;  to  meet 
■gain  at  half  past  two.  P.  M. 

Session  IV. — Afternoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer.  After  continued  delllieratlon,  it  was 
decided  that  the  sentence  of  the  Classls  against  Arondeus  should  be  carried  Into 
effect. 

Separated  with  thanksgiving.    Tf^pun  ContwntvM  to-niorrow,  at  9,  A.  M. 

Session  V. — Thursday,  April  16 — Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President.  Then,  finding  it  necessary 
to  execute  the  sentence  made  and  ratified  by  the  Classls,  since  all  endeavors  at 
making  peace  have  proved  fruitless,  (as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
coDflrmed  by  others.)  and  Arondeus  contlnuira  Immovably  Impenitent  for  his  unchris- 
tian and  disorderly  course;  the  Assembly  took  into  consideration  the  way  and  man- 
ner of  doing  this.  After  mature  deliberation.  It  was  concluded  to  make  it  known  by 
writing  to  the  different  parties;  and  Dom.  Rltzema  and  the  Elder  Fisher,  a  committee 
for  the  purpose,  reported  the  following  draft,  which  was  adopted: 
To  Dom.  Van  Binderen  and  hi8  Congregations,  and  Dom.  Arondewf  and  his: 
It  is  hereby  made  known  to  you,  that  the  decision  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  made  Sep- 
tember 14.  17G0,  and  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  January  12,  1751. 
Iq  relation  to  the  question  of  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  the  ministry  of  Dom. 
John  Arondens  In  Kings  County,  must  now  take  effect.    Thus  Dom.  U.  Van  Slnderen 
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la  to  be  rerogDlwd  tf,  Inwriil  minlnipr  Iti  Klnitn  rniiiitj,  niirl  Pnm 

nnlawtDl.  aod  tbererore.  Dot  mtDonieci  lo  aominiBter  lae  worn 

the  Hollandlih  churches  on  Long  Iilandi  an  that  i>acb  anil  ever;  one  wbooi  It  caa- 

cerns,  professing  to  be  a  member  of  the  Netherlsndlib  (Tlinrch.  and  under  tbe  CSiiilM 

Ordera  ectatillshed  !□   tbe  NntJoaal   Bynod   Ht  Dnnlrerbl.   ISIS  and  1S1>,   U  ta  ikoo 

hlnuelf  obedient  to  tbe  foregalQg  aellon;  nblob  tbls  AHneiDlilr  eiiwcts. 

Done  In  our  meetlDg  of  Coetna.  In  tbe  Cnnslncorr  Ch.imber  at  New  York,  this  Wtk 
of  April,  ITU. 

AccordiDgly,  the  sentence  tbns  carried  not  was  read  before  both  parties.  tortUs4 
with  eihortatlona  by  tbe  President,  tnd  tben  dell*eml  Into  their  own  banda. 

The  Assemblr  separated  In  the  oaiul  manner. 

Sseston  VI, — Aftbbhook. 

The  Asaemblr  being  opened  wltb  prarer: 

1.  Ouplra  Rrqaetltd.—T>oiB.  AroDdeua  and  friends  requested  a  copj  of  the  mlnatct 
of  tbe  two  last  lesslons  of  tbe  Coetiu.  acd  bIbo  of  (he  taat  committee  on  Flatbush, 
which  was  granted,  on  condltloo  of  tbelr  pBjlng  for  tbe  same:  and  alaa.  If  deslnd. 
■  copr  of  Ibe  decision  ol  the  Coetaa  given  In  the  rear  17G0. 

:.  AdvtetAikei. — Tbe  committee  of  Dom.  Van  Slnderen's  friends  dealred  advice  m 
these  points:  1.  What  wa*  to  be  done  sboot  the  non-pajment  of  salarj  by  tbe  snb- 
Bcribers  to  Dom.  Van  Slnderen'a  calll  Am.  They  are  referred  to  tbe  prvTlona  action 
of  tbe  AssemblT.  of  which  a  copj  can  be  obtained.  I.  What  la  to  be  done  with  thost 
who  were  admitted  an  cbnrcb  members  by  Dom.  Arondena.  during  hla  Imgolat 
■oJoDm  on  tbe  IslaodT  Ant.  It  la  referred  to  tbe  prudence  of  Dom.  Tan  Undeten 
and  his  ConslBlorr.  8.  How  la  Dom.  Arondena'a  Conatstorr  to  be  regarded  and 
treated?  int.  Tbe  minister  being  dlsapproTod.  the  Conslstorj  most  be  alao:  eoa- 
■eqoentl;  the  chnrcb  property  must  be  restored  to  Dom.  Tan  SLndeirn  and  bli 
Conalatorj. 

S.  TapfMa.— Abraham  Haerlng  and  John  Nagel.  a  committee  from  Tappan,  pte- 
aeated  a  paper  containing  varlons  complaints  against  Dom.  UoaellDH,  which  they 
pnfoired  by  oral  statements.  Whereupon  It  was  concluded  to  write  in  eipma 
terms  to  Dom.  Uuiellna,  wBmlng  him  against  excltlug  trouble  b;  preecblng  in  pri- 
vate honsea,  and  exhorting  him  to  avoid  scandal,  by  refraining  from  his  onchrisUan 
behavior.  Otherwise  tbe  Coetus  will  be  compelled  to  act  ngalDSt  him  eccleilaattcallj. 
and  the  Conalatory  of  Tap]':in  may  call  In  the  aid  of  iwo  or  three  of  the  nelghtKiillig 
ministers,  with  their  elder-:,  to  proceed  further  agalnat  him.  even  to  tbe  InfllctloD  of 
renanre,  and  report  to  (he  next  Coetos:  which  may  Isane  In  Ms  total  removal. 

t.  PoHgAirn>*<«-— Dom.  B.  Melnema  waa  compelled  to  complain  to  the  AaaemUy, 
that  the  Consistory  of  Ponghkeepsle  were  negligent  of  their  olBclal  duty,  and  that 
tbe  newly  chosen  memt>ers  refnsed  to  sign  the  call.  It  was  directed  that  they 
ahonld  be  written  to  In  atroog  terms. 

Tbe  Aaaembly  separated  In  peace,  with  IbankBglvIng  to  God. 

Done  In  the  Conalatory  Chamber  in  New  York,  and  signed.  In  the  name  of  all, 
tierard  Haeghoort,  h.  t.  Pr«*. 
John  I.pydt,  b.  t.  Clerk. 
CoIlatKH  Oomwdat. 

CoEBESPONDENCE   FHOM    AmESICA. 

The  ('oetna  to  the  Classifl  of  Aniat«r<lani,  April  17,  1752. 

Portfolio  "New  York".  Vol.  ii.     Also.  Vol.  xxiii,  257. 

Reference,  xxiv,  13. 

Very  Heverend  Sin  and  Brctbren  In  ('hrist:— 

Namerou*  circnmetances  have  prevented  us  from  sooner  aending  to  yonr  Bcva. 
the  minute*  of  our  Asaembly.  Accompanying  this,  therefore,  are  tboae  of  three  •«•- 
slona.  signed  by  tbe  President  and  tbe  Bcrlbe.  To  these  will  t>e  addsd  what  biM 
nerve  to  a  better  nndersUindIng  of  tbem,  namely,  tbe  ronfcwlona  which  tb*  B«fs. 
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irondeofi  and  Van  Slnderen  were  required  to  make,  both  before  oar  Assembly,  and 
D  pnblle  before  the  Church. 

There  was  also  sent  to  yoar  Revs.,  in  name  of  the  Assembly,  a  letter  concerning 
the  matter  of  De  WInt,  which,  no  doubt  your  Reys.  haye  received,  togrethcr  with 
the  original  testimonials  asked  for.  By  reason  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  dn  Bois,  the 
reply  by  the  Committee  to  the  protest  of  Mr.  Haaghoort  went  by  default.  If,  how- 
^▼er,  yonr  Revs,  desire  further  light  on  that  matter,  it  can  be  given  on  some  future 
Micasion.  We  trust  that  it  will  now  appear  to  your  Revs,  with  sufficient  clearness, 
that  it  was  inexpedient  and  impossible  for  us  to  reinstate  Arondeus  on  Ix>ng  Island 
as  a  colleague  of  Van  Slnderen.  Further,  we  pray  that  the  Lord  may  pour  out 
upon  your  Reys.  every  needed  blessing,  and  that  we  may  in  future  make  your  Revs, 
riad  with  good  reports  of  our  Zlon. 

We  remain  your  Reverences'  Obedient  Servants,  Brethren  and  Fellow -laborers  In 
the  Gospel  of  God, 

By  authority  and  in  the  name  of  the  entire  Coetus. 

Gerard  Haaghoort,  Pres.  protenw 


New  York.  April  17,  17S2. 


John  Leydt,  Scribe  protem. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Ihe  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Neder 
Veluwe,  April  18,  1762.  Vol.  30,  page  251,  No.  142.  .[See 
May  12,  1751]. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe: 

WoTthj,  Godly,  Very -learned  Gentlemen,  and  Much-beloved  Brethren:— 

Having  learned  from  a  private  letter  of  Rev.  Peter  Wynstok.  addressed  to  one  of 
he  members  of  our  Assembly,  certain  circumstanres,  which  excited  our  suspicions. 
Ihat  Peter  De  Wind  had  deceived  us  and  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  in  a  most  shame- 
fol  manner,  by  forged  testimonials;  (for  he  had  be«^n  examined  by  us  for  ordination 
It  the  request  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  and  ordained  on  [Jan.]  12th.  1751.  a^ 
;«stor  at  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  in  New  Netheriand:)  we.  as  quickly  as  posslblo. 
lotlfled  the  Coetus  of  the  same,  by  a  letter  dated  May  3rd,  1751,  and  requested  thait 
iss«nbly  to  take  care  that  said  De  Wind  should  not  be  permitted  to  perform  minis- 
terial fonctlons  until  the  truth  or  groundlessness  of  these  suspicions  should  be 
made  clear  to  us.  We  also  requested  the  Coetus  that,  if  possible,  the  original  cer- 
iUcates  of  Peter  De  Wind  should  be  forwarded  to  us.  Subsequently  the  Rev.  Peter 
V^ynstok  sent  to  Rev.  Vander  Vorm.  in  a  letter  of  Oct.  2,  1751.  u  further  account 
>f  this  person,  and  with  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe. 
in  reference  to  said  De  Wind,  dated  May  12,  1751.  Thereupon,  in  abhorrence  of  such 
irtcked  and  deceitful  conduct,  we  resolved  that  said  De  Wind  was  unworthy  of  ever 
Mng  Installed  In  the  sacred  ministry,  if  he  were  not  already  Installed;  but  if  this 
bad  already  been  done,  that  he  be  de  facto  deposed,  and  our  Classis  did  hereby 
depose  him,  etc.  We  also  gave  notice  as  soon  as  possible  of  this,  vis.,  on  Nov.  23, 
1751,  to  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  as  well  as  to  the  Coetus  of 
Kew  York,  and  also  forwarded  the  said  Coetus  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  ClasslH 
of  Neder  Veluwe  of  May  12,  1761,  with  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Rev.  Peter 
Wynstok.  To  this  last  letter,  we  have,  as  yet,  received  no  answer  to  the  one  of 
May  3,  1751.  From  this  reply  we  have  the  honor  to  give  you  some  necessary  facts 
and  explanations.  In  a  letter  of  Oct.  18.  1751,  notice  was  given  us,  in  the  name  of 
Bey.  Coetus  of  New  York,  of  what  had  been  done  in  reference  to  De  Wind.  He  had 
already,  previous  to  the  reception  of  our  letter,  been  Introduced  Into  the  ministry. 
The  drcnmstances  we  prefer  to  communicate  In  the  very  words  of  the  Coetus: 

De  Wind  having  been  cited,  the  weighty  complaints  In  the  letters  from  yourselves 
and  Rev.  Wynstok  were  read  to  him,  and  he  was  asked  what  he  had  to  say  in 
answer  tliereto.  He  thereupon  brought  forward  the  following  answer,  as  the  line 
)f  his  Intended  defence: 
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TbBt  be  InteDded  to  depsrt  u  w)oa  as  posilblp.  From  Hardewrk.  whm  br  hU 
aiadl«d  tor  >  lODg  time,  to  thp  Weal  Indlps.  He  wished.  botT?T«r.  firat  to  be  tiam- 
lD«d  for  llceDBDTe,  not  ool;  as  au  ctldeace  ot  bin  anei-Ms  In  his  atadlM.  bu  t> 
enable  bim  to  aecore  tbe  prlvlleKi>  af  emplojins  bla  CalentB  for  tbe  good  of  Mbta 
Ke  BccordlDglr  coiitiulied  bin  well-known  friend  Rev.  Wynstok.  aeqnalntlug  bla 
with  Mb  deilreg.  Tbe  latler  lold  bIm  tbat  Clawlv  would  not  meet  tof  KMne  tint 
yet;  tbat  macb  eipvDBe  would  be  iDciured  la  ealllag  an  extra  meeting,  wbtcb  It  m 
nt<cewarj  (or  blm  to  liioiir.  for  be  ronld  belp  blm  In  anotber  way.  He  was  wUllii 
lo  help  blm  to  a  certlllcate  biniMit:  tbat  be  (De  n'iadl  inked  him  whether  he  eoaU 
do  that,  and  waa  aniiHered,  Ves.  Tberenpon  Rer,  Wynnlnk  ijoi'SUoned  him  npoi 
1  Pet.  t:lS—"FBi  we  wvre  as  abeep  Kolng  natrny.  Iiui  are  now  reinnipd  unto  tte 
Sliepberd  and  Blahop  of  r,ur  wmls  *■— and  upon  certain  iheolOKlMl  points.  De  Wlad. 
boweier.  frankly  poiiti-^i-d,  (JihI  b^  bud  n-Iiber  iir,.ui'li.-.t  U-f'-ri-  R.-v.  Wvmmk  nor 
tH-eb  examined  by  him  In  ibc  languages:  neither  bad  be  prearhed  before  nor  IMaa 
examined  by  the  CIbsbIh.  Thereupon  B''V.  Wynaiok  proonred  blm  the  acoompanylaf 
certmcaEe*  of  lleebBUre,  ibelns  the  original)  slgni-d  by  the  stated  Clerk  of  the  lul 
preeedlni  GlasBhi  of  Se.ler  Velnwe.  Bbt.  Sir.  Ueedentjack.  and  for  which  be  pirt 
him  all  ducatB.  He.  moreover,  received  thla  wamlnH  therewith,  tbat  he.  (De  Win*, 
laa  Wynatok  (old  blm)  mnHl  accept  no  call,  nor  beeoinp  a  mlnlater  In.  nor  ever  abos 
bts  eertiacate  In  Holland,  neither  preaeh  In  Holland;  liDt  be  might  do  thow  thlsp 
In  the  We«t  iDdlea.  Therenpoo  the  AsBembly  {the  Coetna)  pnt  several  qncatlODS  to 
him,  and  tbeae  among  otbeia:  Why  had  hp  wilfully  and  knowingly  deceived  the 
Rev.  (?Ibbb1b  and  ooraelvefi  wlib  bis  false  eerllUeate.  He  replied  that  be  did  Ml 
know  It  wa*  false.  Upon  being  asked  wbetber  be  did  not  know  that  he  had  BSt 
been  before  a  rlassls  at  all.  nor  been  eiamlned  in  the  lan^agea  by  Wjnalok.  mt 
preached  before  blm:  (hnvlnn  ackt'onledKed  the  lattiT  fact:)  and  If  he  had  not  read 
these  false  statements  In  tbat  eertlflrate?  be  answered,  tbat  be  did  not  know  tbe 
certlflcate  was  faNe.— Anln  be  wan  asked,  wbetber  he  bad  do  SDaplclon  Ot  etlL 
Inaamarb  aa  be  had  to  promise  Rev.  Wynxtok  tbat  be  wonld  not  ahnw  aaM  Mttll- 
cate  In  Holland,  nor  preach,  nor  be''ooif  a  mlnlater  there?  He  answered:  N&- 
ITpon  being  anked  fnrlber,  why  be  bad  deceived  Rev.  Wynatok.  bavlng  once  proa- 
Ised  blm  never  to  t>eoome  a  mlnlater.  be  answered.  8neh  bad  been  hla  InteDtlnn,  bat 
bla  leal  Increased  very  greatly,  as  he  bad  oec.i^ionally  preached. 

The  Coetna  bavlne  beard  all  ibis,  resnlved  to  suspend  Peter  De  Wind  from  the  ■■ 
and  ad m In lat ration  of  the  Holy  Eaorsmenis,  and  tnfoniied  blm  ot  aucb  renolatian. 

We  have  also  received  two  letters  from  Peter  He  Wind,  one  of  Aug,  SXh.  and  Ik* 
other  of  Ko\.  lUh,  IISl,  In  whie-h  be  gives  hla  scrount  of  the  way  la  wblcb  he 
rveeived  his  <~a««l('Dl  eertlbeates.  Tbla  account  agrees  with  tbat  which  be  staled  to 
the  Ooetns,  but  (s  more  elaborated,  Amontc  other  things.  In  a  Postscript,  he  a—i  rti' 
■■I'oncernlng  my  certificate,  obtained  from  Rev.  Wynatok.  and  signed  by  the  naBt 
of  Kev,  Meedelibacb:  I  cannot  afBmi  whether  that  Is  Rev.  Meedenbacb'a  own 
sltrnalure  or  not.  so  that  I  cannot  tell  bow-  I  sbould  accuse  him."  In  the  letter 
Itself,  he  sayH.  that  he  at  tirst  hesllaied  lo  uamp  the  person  wtio  bad  gtyra  bin 
the  certltlcate.  because  the  letter  which  he  bad  nvilved  from  Amsterdam.  tro» 
Rev.  Wynatok.  Inbereln  thai  gentleman  made  blm  underBtand  lliat  he  most  not 
mention  blm  In  connection  witb  this  matter,)  he  bad  either  torn  up  or  loat;  but  br 
this  letter  he  might  bave  been  able  lo  prove  that  llev.  Wynatok  bad  tamlalled  hln 
wItb  Ihla  letter  He  fonhermore  declares  Ibal  It  wonld  l>e  a  great  grief  to  him  to 
be  cut  off  frotii  bis  congregation,  and  bcseecbi-a  us  lo  look  upon  blm  who  has  baan 
deceived  by  Hev.  Wynslok  with  a  fatberly  eye.  and  uol  deimse  him  from  the 
ministry. 

We  have  bIbo  received  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  ot  tte^^en.  dated  Nov.  »,  IBL 
wherein  tbey  declare  themselves  In  Kneat  dllBculty  and  distress  over  the  censor* 
whieb  CAetus  has  Inflicted  on  said  De  Wind,  and  request  that  although  be  may  not 
have  been  examined  for  Ilcensnre.  yet  tbat  we  will  be  pleased  to  be  aaClafled  wtcb 
onllnatlon  eiamlnstlon.  that  aa  the  one  already  Installed  over  tbem  be  mnj  remalB 
as  their  pastor.  Inasmncb  aa  his  conduct  amanx  them  had  been  exemplary  aad 
edifying. 

We  bave.  worthy  8lra  and  Brethren,  accepted  tbla  acconnt  and  requeat  of  his.  ai 
a  matter  ot  Information,  but  prefer,  for  the  preaent,  not  to  take  any  farther  actlas 
In  this  Importsnt  boslness.  We  deemed  It  necesaary,  however,  to  infonn  y»a  of  It 
all,  with  the  addition  at  tbe  enclosed  copy  ot  tbe  original  certlflcale  of  Claaila,  Itor- 
wsrded  to  na  from  New  Netherland.    We  reqai-st  and  bope.  ere  long,  to  be  bonoied 
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rith  a  reply  from  you  concerning  these  matters.    May  the  Lord  ever  preside  among 

rou  In  your  Assemblies,  In  dealing  with  this  case,  as  well  as  in  all  other  affairs; 

may  he  srant  that  the  churches  committed  to  your  supervision  may  be  made  a  glory 

iQd  praise  on  earth.    May  you  find  abundant  opportunity  here  to  rejoice  In  the  fruit 

of  your  labors,  and  hereafter  in  the  reward  of  faithful  servants.    With  all  esteem, 

we  sign  ourselves. 

Signed  as  above. 

Jacobus  Tyken.  Pres. 
Jacobus  de  Jonge,  Scrlba. 

Amsterdam, 

April  18,  17SS. 

Acts  of  thb  Deputies  and  theie  Correspondence. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  Mr.  G.  M.  Weiss,*  Pastor  at  Gosch- 
enhoppe,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  No. 
143.     April  18,  1752. 

April  18,  17S2. 

VfTorttay  Sir,  and  Much -beloved  Brother:— 

Your  letters  of  Oct.  17th  and  Nov.  1st.  1751,  came  to  band  In  due  time.  If  it  were 
I  matter  of  rejoicing  to  you  and  to  the  ministers  in  Pennsylvania,  to  learn  that  our 
^ndeflYom  have  been  earnest  In  the  interests  of  the  Pennsylvania  churches,  we  assure 
rou  that  we  are  inclined  to  perseyere  in  this  course,  according  to  our  ability,  and 
[hat  it  given  na  peculiar  satisfaction  to  see  that  the  Lord  works  with  us  for  the 
;ood  of  the  churches.  ^ 

It  will  always  be  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  of  your  constant  zeal  in  the  work  of  the 
lacred  ministry,  and  we  will  not  neglect  to  assist  you  with  our  advice,  as  far  as 
[KMslble,  when  you  ask  for  It,  and  drcumatances  permit.  We  would  now  gladly 
idrlae  you  concerning  certain  men,  (if  we  had  more  information  on  the  subject.) 
irho  allow  themselves  to  be  employed  as  Reformed  ministers,  without  any  regularity 
IS  to  Church  Order,  and  which  *.a  all  done  even  without  our  knowledge.  For  the 
present,  we  are  obliged  to  say,  that  upon  mere  general  rumor,  we  can  advise  nothing. 
We  first  need  further  light  on  the  subject. 

The  Lord  support  you  in  the  work  of  his  ministry,  and  furnish  you  with  every 
Deeded  grace,  to  make  the  work  of  yonr  ministry  glorious,  and  make  you  know  that 
j-our  work  is  not  In  vain  in  the  Lord.  Worthy  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother,  Your  Herv- 
antB  and  Fellow  Brethren,  The  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    In  the  Name  of  all, 

James  Lyken,  V.  D.  M.  Amster.  Depp,  ad  res  ezterns,  praeees. 
Jacob  de  Jonge,  Dep.  ad  res  exteras,  scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  April  18,  1752. 

The  be«rer.  Rev.  Schlatter,  can  give  you  more  particular  accounts  concerning  what 
has  been  done  here  in  reference  to  the  rennsylvania  chun^hes. 

Rev.  Petrus  Wynstock  to  Rev.  Jacob  Teyken,  President  of  the 

Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, (No  date, 

but  possibly  April  1752. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

R«?.  Jacob  Teyken, 

Very  Reverend,  GoiUy,  Very  Learned  and  Much  Respec'tpd  Brother: 

After  writing  Rev.  Mr.  de  Jcnge  of  Harderwyk,  on  the  27th  of  June  of  this  year. 
I  think,  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  this  letter  to  yonr  Kev.  as  president  of  the 
Deputies.  Accompanying  it  are  my  lemarks,  In  brief,  ou  the  "Defence**  and  on  the 
so-called  "Classical  Testimonial**  of  Pleter  de  Wlnt.  I  ask  your  Rev.  to  be  so  kind 
as  to  take  them  where  they  belong.  My  opinion  is  that  the  additional  documents— 
ilwt  under  letter  A.,  an  authentic  copy  of  onr  claRKical  article,  and  that  nnrtor  B..  nn 

*  Lived  in  New  York  state  also  at  various  times. 
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■DBWcrour  pnrpoK-.  and  give 
wicked  P.  de  WItjt,  atboec 
perrenltj. 

)  klndlr  aik  yon  [u  Bend  m 
the  result  of  the  xtlDii  tHkGi 
proper  place.  God  nllLLng. 
Aagnst.    U7   son   wlxties  me 

WItli  >irectloiiate  grcL'tlDK,  Had  prayer  tor 
Brethren,  I  ilgo  H-lili  all  tpspeet.  Very  R«v. 
Obedient  Servant  nod  Brolbor, 


Extracts  relating  to  the  De  Wiadt  casa     April  25,  1758. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.  | 

Extract  from  the  Acts  of  the  Claaais  of  Neder-VeluwBi  held  tt 
Hattem,  April  25,  1752,  and  dajB  following. 

Art.  4T  sd  47.    Syn,  n.    Slricta  ExaiDliu. 

Tbere  was  presented  and  read  a  letter,  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Claaala  of  Anuter- 
dam  to  thla  Rev,  ABsembly,  sent  and  ■iKoed  by  the  Rev.  Jacobua  Tyken,  prealdcot. 
and  Jacob  de  Jonge.  scribe  of  tbo  Deputies.  AtuBterdam,  April  IS,  1TS2;  toicetber  with 
a  copy  of  a  oo-called  Latin  Testimonium  Clasitcale.  The  letter  showed  how  catr- 
fally  the  Cof^lua  ot  New  York  bad  gone  to  work  In  tbc  case  of  F.  de  Wlnt.  aa  also 
what  defence  P.  de  Wlnt  bad  made  before  that  Coetus. 

Both  (be  dornments,  when  read,  canaed  thla  Rev.  AHBembly  tbe  greateet  aarprise, 
convinced  as  It  la  of  the  QDlorlana  falsebess  of  the  so-called  Testimonium  Claaatcsle. 
Moreover,  to  Its  extreme  dlspleasnre,  tbia  same  Assembly  onderatood  P.  de  Wlnt'* 
defence  to  bave  been  a  combination  of  untruths,  also  of  acandalons  and  eiCeadlDgly 
pnnlsbable  InslnnallonB  agalnet  one  of  our  moat  prominent  members.  All  this  tb» 
Rev.  Claaats  abomLnatea.  leaving  the  matter  to  the  wise  and  carefnl  treatment  of  the 
Ker.  Claasls  of  AmBterdam.  wblrb  It  thanks  for  Ita  amisble  communication. 

The  above  named  doeiinienls  were  pnt  Into  the  bands  of  Rev.  P.  Wynstok,  wba 
was  requested  and  aulborlaed,  aa  registrar  of  the  Claaals.  to  aeud  a  copy  of  this 
Article  to  thi'  Hcv.  Deputies:  and  further,  lo  write  to  (he  same,  as  be  may  deem 
beat,  aa  being  one  most  grievously  Injured  by  tbv  defence  which  1'.  de  Wlnt  ha* 
made:  and  tbna  to  pnt  an  end  to  Ihia  sbamefiil  and  offensive  act  of  P.  de  Wlnt. 

Coniemlng  a  prevlona  resolution,  providing  for  a  notlQuadon  In  the  book-mat- 
ter* (?l  Ker.  I",  Wynatob  (ommunlcated  lo  Ihli.  Assembly  the  conaideiBtlona,  pre- 
sented lu  a  letter  aent  to  hi!  Rev,  by  Mr,  J.  Van  der  Vorm,  In  which  this  Rev. 
AHRembly  lakes  pleasure  and  acqnlescen.  Thus  tbe  matter  will  be  kept  out  of  UN 
book -matter*  (?) 

(^Ilata  t^oncordal 
I..  T. 

It.  A.  Ten  Brak,  Heel.  Battemsta. 
Prea.  of  last  Clfliila    In  absence  of  (he  Rerlb*. 
A.  A. 

•i-osslhiy  meaning  a  Record  Book  of  ordlnationa. 
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Certificate  about  Pieter  De  Wint 
Portfolio  ''  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Pleter  de  Wlnt,   St.  Thomas,  Ind.  OccidentallB,  entered  his  name  as  Stndioaua 

Theologiae  in  the  Album  Stndiosnrum  of  the  Oelderland  Academy  at  Harderwyck  on 

the  2Srd  of  January,  1749.    This  I,  the  undersigned,  as  Rector  Magniflcus,  declare  to 

have  BO  found  In  the  Album  Stndlosomm. 

Th.  Scheltinga. 

lannary  27.  1762. 
B  B 

(See  Wynstock's  letter  of  July  13.  1752.) 


Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  Head. 

1752,  May  1st  Art.  4.  The  Committee  on  the  churches  in 
foreign  lands,  on  the  annotmcement  of  this  article  (lemma) 
report: 

1.  That  on  April  10,  1752,  they  received  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Gerard  Haggoort,  signed  Dec.  6,  1761,  with  a  protest,  directed 
against  the  Coetus,  which  was  signed  on  Sept.  13,  1751.  This 
protest  was  found  to  be  as  unintelligible  as  it  was  insolvent,  just 
like  his  letter.  This  shall  be  acted  on  later,  as  a  report  from 
the  Coetus  on  this  matter  is  desired,  which  shall  be  waited  for. 

2.  In  the  matter  of  the  call  of  John  Aemilius  Wemig  (Wer- 
nich)  to  Stone  Arabia:  Classis  requested  the  Committee  to  post- 
pone writing  for  the  present  to  Revs.  Ritzema  and  the  Coetus, 
until  Rev.  Kesler,  who  at  present  has  an  opportunity  to  learn 
something  about  this  afFair,  furnish  some  further  light  thereon. 
To  this  end  all  the  papers  bearing  on  this  matter  were  given  by  the 
Committee  to  Rev.  Kesler.  The  next  Classis  shall  act  on  this 
business. 

3.  It  was  resolved  at  the  previous  Classis  to  answer  Rev.  George 
Weiss  in  general  terms.  This  was  now  done  and  the  letter  was 
read. 

4.  The  case  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Mancius  remains  in  statu. 

5.  Concerning  the  case  of  P.  de  Wind:  the  Committee  report 
that  the  letters  have  been  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classis* of  Nether 
Veluwe;  also  to  Revs.  Wynstok  and  Medenbach,  and  answers  to 
them  are  yet  awaited. 
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6.  There  was  also  introduced  by  the  Comniittee  a  letter  from 
l-he  Conaiatorj  of  the  New  Paltz,  of  December  18,  1751.  In 
regard  to  this  more  information  ia  expected  subsequently. 

7.  Committee  also  had  a  letter  from  Kevs.  Rit^ema  and  AlbertU! 
(Lambertus)  de  Ronde.  It  shall  be  awaited  what  Coetus  will 
report  thereon,  in  the  meantime  the  Committee  shall  answer 
Reve.  Hitzemu  and  de  Ronde  in  general  terms.  Thia  answer  oo 
being  read,  was  approved,     xii,  285,  286. 

Acts  of  th&  Classis  of  Austekdah. 
The  Claasia  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Koode,  May 
Ist  1752.     Vol.  30,  page  251,  No.  141.    Referred  to  in  Minuta 
of  Classis,  Vol.  xxiv.  8.    Reference,  xxiv.  8. 

To  M«wm.  lUIHiiia  hiuI  I)i>  Koiide  of  Np*  York: 

Wortb;  8tni  and  Mnch -esteemed  BrEtbrrn :— Wi>  were  Lonored  during  ilic  nioDtb  of 
April  Id  the  reveptlou  of  j-onr  ^ono^pd  letlm  of  Jon.  30th  of  the  preaent  rear.  (IW.) 
We  teamed  tbi-refrom  with  much  BHtlsfactlaii.  that  tbe  Hei.  Coetuj  of  New  York,  la 
Tiew  of  our  prupoRltloD  nude  In  our  O'oinmanlCBtloa  of  April  2.  ITSl.  (Mareh  IT)  <n* 
wIIIIds  pariieRtl)'  to  exert  Itself  again,  though  (or  tbe  last  time,  to  elT«ct  a  i«< 
■tlon  and  to  settle  the  dlapQtes  between  the  Kevs.  Arondean  and  Vbd  Sladeren.  aad 
their  ri'iipectlve  adherents:  also  that  as  the  oonimttee  appointed,  jon  were  not  wlU- 
Ing  to  decline  tbe  dnty  of  going  again  to  LonK  Inland,  to  BM-nre  these  end?. 
erestlf  pained  as.  therefore,  to  learn  that  youi  eiideuvora  lo  thia  end  bad  pioTed 
frnlllnw.  We  will  not  fail  to  take  these  facts  Into  our  ronslderatlua  of  the  matt 
in  due  time  to  eipreaa  oar  deplalon:  bnt  for  tii<'  present  we  cannot  do  tlila. 
deem  II  necesssr;  flrat  lo  nee  tbe  Mlnates  of  Rev.  L'oeluH  of  Sept.  ITIb  and  Oc 
17S1.  whlcb  we  eaniestif  Htnalt.  Meanwhile  wr  tniBt  that  the  Qod  of  Peace  will 
move  these  parties  at  variance  lo  mutual  (roncnrd  and  reconciliation:  tbat 
eitntvagaat  distempers  In  those  chnrehea  maj'  <-onie  to  an  end,  Id  the  elory  of  bli 
great  Name,  and  to  the  iMlltleullon  of  his  cburch.  At  the  siiiue  time  we  wlah  thai 
the  mercies  of  tbe  Lord  maj  rest  upon  ton  forever.  Worlbj  Sirs  and  Belovvd 
Brethren.  Your  Servant*  and  Fellow-brelbren,  The  Classls  of  Amsterdaiii,  In  tbr 
~  ■         -.   -   " Depp,  ad  rea  pit.  praean. 


Acts  ok  the  Classis  ok  Amsterdam. 

Pennsylvania.     Rev.  Michael  Schlatter. 

1752,  May  5th.     Art  6.     It  is  reported  that  Rev.   Schlatter, 

with  six  preachers  called  to  Pennsylvania,  has  already  departed 

from  here  by  ship. 

The  next  time  Rev.  John  V.  Steveren  shall  preside,  ex  ordine. 
xii.  286. 
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Chukch  of  Kbw  Yojui, 
Occupying  others'  seats. 

New  York,  May  U,  1752. 
AnDoimcement  made  from  the  pulpits  of  both  churches,  accord- 
ing to  a  Resolution  of  Consistory  of  May  11,  1752. 

This  Ohristian  Assembly  is  hereby  informed  that  inasmuch 
B-i  various  complaints  have  come  to  us  from  ttie  owners  of  sittings 
and  chairs  in  each  of  our  churches,  that  these  are  taken  and  occu- 
pied by  those  who  have  no  right  to  them,  and  this  not  by  chance, 
but  is  constantly  rec<irring,  so  that  their  owners  who  have  bought 
and  paid  for  the  same  for  their  own  use,  are  often  compelled,  to 
their  great  inconvenience,  to  look  out  for  another  place: 

We,  rlierefore,  in  the  kindest  manner,  request  those  who  have 
no  seats  in  either  church,  to  repair  to  the  Church  Masters  who  can 
acecHumodate  them,  as  there  are  still  sittings  to  be  bought  in  each 
of  the  churches.  Thus  each  one  may  have  his  own  seat,  and  good 
order  will  he  preserved. 

It  is  also  kindly  requested  that  the  chairs  for  the  Magistrates 
be  kept  in  proper  honor,  and  not  be  occupied  by  children,  except 
^th  proper  discrimination.  Thus  all  things  may  proceed  in 
an  orderly  manner.  But  it  shall  not  be  taken  amias  for  any  one 
■  to  nHDe  forward  after  the  text  is  announced,  and  occupying  the 
unoccupied  sittings. 

Thus  done  in  our  meeting  in  the  (Jonsistory  Chamber  in  New 
Vork,  May  11,  1752. 

Id  the  name  of  the  CcHisi  story, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

St.  George's  Chafei,.     May  20,  1752. 

i  "Tbiil  WhIdpwIit  lh»  flrat  day  of  July  nf-xl  I*  and  Is  liprpbr  appointed  for  oppn- 

^l:  Si.  QeoFKe'i  Chappell  of  thia  City,  and  tbal  notice  be  sItod  Iheri'of  la  Trlnltf 
•.■bnrpli  tbe  two  pircedlng  Suodays,  BDd  ordered  that  tbo  Kwtor,  Collo.  RoblniOD 
•M  Ur.  IfBjor.  be  ■  Committee  to  walte  nn  bis  Bicellenry  tlie  Gorernonr  and 
ikform  blm  tbereof  Mnie  time  beforp  notice  br  Klvi'O  In  Ihc  Chnrrb."— r>lx'B  Hlat. 
^flBlly  Churcb.  pp.  m,  Wt. 
62 
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COKAESI'ONDENCB   K'KOH    AuBBICA. 

Document  relating  to  Kings  County.     May  28,  1752. 
No.  I. 

Extract  of  the  action  of  the  Rev,  Ooetiis  of  Dutch  miniBters 
and  elders,  held  at  New  York,  April  14,  1752. 
Session  1  and  2. 

Having  been  asked,  by  those  oommiseioned  by  the  frirads  of 
Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  a^  to  what  was  to  be  done  about  the  neglect 
or  refusal  to  pay  fhis  salary),  on  the  part  of  the  signers  of  Rev. 
Van  Sinderen's  call :  for  answer,  they  are  referred  to  the  actj<n 
which  the  Rev.  Assembly  took  on  a  previous  occasion,  a  copy  of 
which  can  be  obtained. 

This  must  be  that  which  is  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the  Spedal 
Coetiis,  opened  Oct.  16,  1751 ;  and  that  more  definitely  in  the  Actt 
of  the  second  week's  session  IX  Tuesday  afternoon  §  15,  p.  Ill 
of  theae  sessions ;  where  the  following  is  recorded :  "  Since  his 
Rev.,  the  Rev,  Van  Sinderen,  is  to  W  recognized  as  the  legal 
minister,  aa-ording  to  his  call,  it  follows  that  the  claim  made 
therein  must  be  met  without  shortage.  In  all  justice,  therefore, 
the  arrears  ought  to  be  paid. 
Session  3. 

Question :  TIow  is  the  Consistory  of  Rev.  Arondeus  to  be  con- 
sidered ? 

Answer:  The  minister  being  dissappointed,  the  consistory  >1» 
expires.  Consequently  the  church  property  must  be  restored  to 
Rev.  Van  Sinderen  and  his  Consistory, 

These  docnmentji  desired  by  such  as  are  interested  in  them,  I. 
the  undersigned,  testify  to  agree,  word  for  word,  with  the  original 

J,  Ritzema,  Scriba  of  the  Coetiis  Etraordinarf. 
New  York,  May  28,  1759. 


or  THB  State  or  New  York.  3245 

AOTS  OF  THB  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTSRDAM. 

Letter  from  Rev.  John  Freilinghuisen. 

1752,  June  5th.  Art  1.  Again  a  letter  has  arrived  from  Rev. 
Wilhelmns  [John  ?]  Frielinghuisen,  preacher  at  Raritan.  Thereon 
a  report  shall  be  made  in  Classi  sequenti.     xii.  287. 

Abraham  Rosekrans. 

The  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  make  known  that  Rev.  Abraham 
Roosekrans  has  shown  to  the  consistory  of  Amsterdam  that  he 
was  called  as  minister  to  Bumetsfield,  [German  Flats,  Herkimer 
Co.,1  in  North  America,  in  New  York,  and  was  properly  qualified 
by  the  consistory  of  Heidelberg,  (Consistorium,  the  same  as  one 
of  our  Classes) ;  that  he  had  no  time  left  to  show  himself  to  the 
Classis ;  that  the  consistory  of  Amsterdam  had  given  him  a  dona- 
tion, and  urged  him  to  join  himself  to  the  Coetus.  The  Assembly 
was  satisfied  with  this  report,  and  information  thereof  shall  also 
be  sent  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York.     xii.  287. 

Churches  in  Foreign  Lands. 

1.  Of  this  no  further  news  has  come  in,  and  it  remains  thus  in 
statu.     (See  1752,  May  1.) 

2.  Rev.  Kessler  made  report  thereon.  This  affair  is  further 
recommended  to  Committee,  to  bring  in  a  pre-advice  in  Classi 
sequenti. 

3.  Remains  in  statu* 

5-7.  Revs.  Wynstok  and  Medenbach  have  already  replied  to 
our  letters.  This  reply  was  read  at  this  session.  The  resolution 
of  the  Classis  of  Nether  Veluwe  is  still  awaited,  when  this  case 
shall  be  acted  on  further. 

8.  Remains  yet  in  statu. 

9.  Remains  yet  in  statu. 

10.  The  Committee  reported  that  Rev.  Br  11  has  replied  to  the 
letter  of  Classis  and  that  he  has  again  been  written  to.  Th6se 
letters  were  read  to  the  Assembly,  and  the  matter  recommended  to 
the  CoDMuittee.     xii.  286,  287. 
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CORBEKPONDBNCE   FKOM   AmEKICA. 

Pieter  de  Windt  to  the  Ck^^is  of  Amsterdam,  June  13,  1752. 

Portfolio  '•  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Also,  Vol.  xxiii,  256. 

Ref.  xxiv.  13. 

AddreMed:     To  Ihe   Verj   Rev.   I.'liuiiila  of  AmstprdHin  at  AmsWrdain, 

BeTKen.  lone  U,  im 
V*ry  Rer.  Blni:— 

I  hope  this  mar  And  jau  all  Id  braltb.  of  wblcb  I  ibBlI  alwara  be  glid  to  be 
Informed.  To  m;  ■orron.  I  bare  learnpd  that  Petnu  W;aalok'H  accnsatlon  a^aliiit 
me  baa  been  BnMalned  by  the  wntence  of  joor  Reverencea.  ReT.  Hlra.  thU  h» 
Blwar*  been  mj'  comtort.  and  still  l>,  that  I  can  hold  taat  to  that  conBdeiice  wUck 
David  eipreaaea  Id  the  USth  paalin,  ra.  g-tj;  and  I  have  do  doubt  tbat  the  Lord  nil] 
be  nltb  me.  and  that  I  ahall  yet  be  enabled  to  aar  wbat  Darld  nttera  In  that  aame 

It  aeema  to  mo.  Rot.  Sin.  (hat  no  aerere  sealence  rould  be  paaaed  OQ  odc  wba  li 
actnall;  Kolltj  than  h.ia  tieeii  proDonnced  agalnat  me:  rea.  acalnat  me  wbo  wu 
tnnocentir  mlalfd  hy  npv,  W.Tnitlok.  aa  the»e  |<apeni  of  mine  will  abow.  Am  I  not 
tbeo  tbe  anrlevpd  partr.  Rev.  »\n1  Voa  will  now  be  conrlnred  tbat  I  was  ml*M 
by  Wrnatok.  Therefore  I  aik  yawT  Iter^.  most  rpape<.'Ifallr  (o  take  thia  matter  of 
mine  to  beart,  ;init  lo  roniilder  who  la  the  real  oanae  of  all  tbia  tronble.  If  posslbk, 
Iben,  Ber.  Slra,  aet  me  on  my  feet  atriln.  I  am  willing  to  present  myaelf  asaln  to 
tbe  RcT.  CoettiB  bere,  for  iireparalory  eiBtnlnatloa.  aod  then  for  flnal  eiamlnatlDD. 
that  Is  In  eaae  ;aar  ReTerenrea  prononnce  luy  former  examinations  to  t>e  illeial 
I  have  conQdeiKN!  In  the  falilifnlni^M  and  pletj  vt  .rour  Rereienoes  for  a  cloaer 
fiamlnatlon  of  my  raae. 

Rerewltb  I  aend  to  jnxir  Rrverenrea  a  true  and  very  e»Hft  copy  of  an  orldnal 
letter  which  I  Twelreil  fmni  Mr.  Wynatot  when  I  was  lait  In  AroatPrdam.  I  send 
also  an  original  b'ttpr  of  his:  and  aa  antfly  an  thIa  la  the  original  handwriting  of 
Wynstnk,  so  anrely  la  bIho  tho  other,  a  fopy  of  whlrh  whs  tuken  In  the  preapnce  of 
witneanes.  Our  maKlatratP  and  two  other  witnesses,  harlDR  had  both  tbe  orticlDal 
letters  totrolhnr,  testify,  na  Ihpy  do  trllh  solemn  afflrmatlon.  that  tbe  bandwrltlDR  In 
eacb  la  one  and  tb<>  aanie.  This,  yonr  Keverenrea  mn  yonrvelTC^  see,  for  tbe  fullpr 
eonflrmatlon  from  the  nrlelnal  sPnl  herewith,  and  thus  also  at  the  coplpd  letter. 
I  aend  also  my  rertlflfate  of  memberahip;  It  Is  thp  same  whlrh  I  preaented  to  yon  on 
tbe  day  of  my  eiamlnailon.  I  was  recelTPd  hpre  by  Hpt.  «!.)  iln  Bola  aa  ranch  ai 
thirteen  yearn  ag".  1  aak  yon.  Rev,  Slra,  to  be  so  good  aa  to  wrtle  to  tbe  Ooetna 
about  thia  affair  of  mine,  as  aoon  aa  an  opportunity  In  any  way  preaents  Itaelt. 
Tonr  BeyerenivB  will  have  aufllclent  opportnnlty  by  way  of  Ixtodon.  I  am  atlll  IIt- 
Ing  Id  the  midst  of  my  congrecatlocs.  li'or.  on  receiving  the  aentenee  arblcb  yon 
■ent  me.  when  t  made  preparations  to  iro  away.  I  was  requested  to  remain  until  I 
recelred  answer  to  tbeae  eommnDkatloDS.    t  do  not,  howerer,  aacend  the  pulpit. 

For  tbe  present  I  close,  wishing  erery  blessing  upon  yonr  Hers.'  pe[«ons  and  Uln- 
Utry.    I  remain  respeetfally.  Very  Rer.  Rlrs.  Yonr  Otiedlent  Serrant. 

Plpler  de  Wlnt. 

N.  B.  Tbe  Copy  of  Wynstock's  orlglDal  letter,  whicb  I  now  send  over,  la  (a  copy) 
of  tbe  same  letter  of  whlcb  I  made  mention  In  my  former  eommnnlcatlon  to  yon. 
and  abODt  wblcb  It  gives  yonr  Beva.  fnller  Information.  It  la  to  be  noted  that  the 
statement  made  In  the  presence  of  witncasea  was  drawn  up  by  rieter  Maiellns. 
JottO*.  Now,  the  won!  Joatns  Is  r«ally  a  Latin  word,  bnt  Is  used  by  tbe  Rngllsb  In 
tbe  aenae  of  magistrate,  as  yonr  Revs,  will  spe  from  hia  own  signature.  They  an 
no  common  people,  therefore,  who  simply  appointed  theDiBelvee:  but  men  under  oath 
and  appointed  to  oUee  by  bis  royal  Majesty  himaelf. 
Rer.  81  ra. 

Yonr  Obedient  Servant, 

Pieter  de  Wlnt. 

P.  8.    Tbe  original  letter  of  Wynstot.  berewltb  oent.  Is  condrmed  alao  by  a  few 
IlEtca  from  tbe  maglatrale,  as  yon  can  see. 
No.  IK. 
Rpr^red  tnat  (be  baoda  of  foil.  Van  Scbellnyne.  Aug.  11,  17U. 
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.752,  June  11.    Affidavits  to  prove  the  genuinesbip  of  Wynatock's 
letter  to  De  Windt,  dated  Dee.  8,  1760. 

W?  the  nndenlgncd,  havloK  beep  sammoned  by  Mr.  Peter  de  Wlot  to  apiwat 
lefore  Ur.  Peter  Uanelloi,  a  Jnttlce  In  tbe  domlntoD  of  Jeraej.  In  N«w  NetbeilaDd. 
ire  did  ao  appear  before  tbe  said  Justice  Peter  Uaraelloa  on  Jdim  11,  ITtt.  Two 
etten  were  abown  na  there,  by  Mr.  Peter  de  Wlnt,  of  which,  the  atMTe  la  a  true 
iDd  preelae  cop;  of  one  of  them,  eren  es  we  will  ever  teatlfy.  Alao.  Mr.  Peler  de 
fflDt  took  oath,  before  ns,  and  teitllled,  that  Id  both  these  comnmnlcatlona,  that  It 
la  Mr.  Peter  Wfaatok'B  own  handwriting.  And  ve  farther  testify  to  the  Terlly  of 
tbe  fact  that  the  one  orjgliui]  letter,  which  was  aent  oyer,  la  In  one  and  the  aaine 
handwrltlnB  aa  the  other  original  one,  whereof  the  aboye  la  a  copy.  Thla  la  to 
dMW,  therefore,  that  this  original  one  which  la  now  sent,  la  of  the  aame  handwritlns 
la  ttie  other.    Thna  la  It  conllrmed  by  our  HafiUtnitc  here. 

All  thla,  we,  the  nnderalgned.  teitlfy,  and  thna  can  It  alwaya  be  conflrmed  by  oa. 
Done  OB  Joly  II,  1TE1.  at  Bergen.    N.  B.    Inalead  of  Jnly  11.  mnat  be  read.  Jnne  11. 
Wltneaaei,  Zachary  Slckela, 

Abraham  BtCkeU. 
I.  Um  Bnaetalfn«d,  Peter  Haraellaa.  Jnatlce,  In  tbe  dominion  of  Jervey,  acknowl- 
edce  and  declare  hereby,  that  I  took  oath  of  Mr.  Peter  de  Wlnt,  before  theae  two 
alio**  naiiMd  wItneaaM,  and  that  he  declan^  that  the  orlsfnal.  whereof  the  abore. 
DO  the  otter  aide,  la  a  copy,  la  a  tetter  from  Mr.  Peter  Wytiatok,  and  la  In  bts  own 
haodwiltlng;  and  that  the  one  original  la  anrely  In  the  aame  handwriting;  aa  the 
9ther.    <!) 

Conflrmed  b;  me, 

Peter  UaiMllna,  Haglatrate. 

CORBBSPONDBNCB   FROM    AHEftlCA. 

The  Commissicmers  of  the  United  Churches  of  Rings  County, 

hong  Islaxid,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     June  15,  (O.  S.) 

1752.     (Adherents  of  Arondeus.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  Vol.  xxiii :  270. 

Two  oopiee  at  Amsterdam. 

AddrMied:     To  the  Very  Reverend,   tbe  Hon.  Claasla  of  AmatentHiii: 
Be*.  BIra.  Fatbera  and  Brethren:— 

Tbe  coadltloD  we  are  In  at  present  nrgea,  yea,  compel*  na  to  come  once  more  to 
yonr  Rererencea  with  a  atatement  In  regard  to  onr  affaln.  with  the  ho;>e  of  obCaln- 
iDg  yonr  Bera.'  help.  If,  In  oor  former  communication,  we  did  not  conduct  nurselyea 
aa  we  onght,  and  ao  deserved  the  rebnke  which  your  Rere.  administered,  we  humbly 
aak  for  pardon.  And  we  now  promise  that.  If  It  should  ever  again  happen,  and  we 
bopc  It  may  not,  that  we  shonld  have  to  write  yon  prtiately,  we  will  conduct  our- 
•elTea  more  carefully  and  wllh  greater  Christian  prudence.  And  herewith,  thla  time. 
we  will  glye  yon  ■  convlDClng  proof  ol  our  dlsposltlDn.  by  submitting  to  four  Jndge- 
nent  tbe  whole  matter  which  has  brougbl  us  Into  (he  condition  lu  which  we  And 
ouraelrea. 

If.  Her.  filra.  we  were  to  bring  op  all  we  have  to  say  ahont  the  treatment  we  have 
reeelTed,  we  would  be  obliged  to  write  an  entire  book,  and  weary  your  Reva.  with 
tbe  abnndanra  of  material,  which  la  already  too  abundant.  But  peimit  ua.  Rev. 
Hlia,  to  aay  In  general,  that  we  recjuesti'd,  and  obtained,  copies  of  the  letter  of  the 
respected  Uoetna,  which  contains  the  sentence  paaaed  on  Rev.  Aroudena.  and  which 
waa  anatalncd  by  your  Rers.;  alH  copies  of  the  acts  taken  by  the  regular  Coelns  on 
tbla  «•■•,  tm  eeptember,  1161,  as  well  as  those  taken  at  Its  apeclal  aeaalon.  called  by 
na  In  Oetobw,  IISI;  and  fliMlly,  (we  obtained  copies)  of  (he  acta  ot  tb«  CommVl^ee 
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which  mel  at  Platbotb;  noil  of  the  Bpeclal  Coetue,  calted  by  Vbd  BlDdeiea's  pwfle 
In  April,  17U. 

All  tbeee.  Indeed.  coDtala  DIU17  thlngB  to  show  that  we  haTP  [notTJ  been  ittOj 
and  rtKbteoasly  dealt  wub.  We  even  appeal  to  roT  RevB.'  own  Impartial  Jodf*- 
.  meat,  (If  It  irlll  but  pleaie  ronr  Revs,  to  Klve  taretul  nttentlon),  to  aniwen  miA( 
by  Hev.  Van  mndereD  to  oor  accusations  agalnat  him,  that  the;  amount  to  notUitf. 
Utber  tblBga  ot  tbe  iime  sort,  ibow  clearlr  thai  our  mln  wii  aimed  at.  and  not 
our  BBlTatlon— tbe  tbing  whlcb  tbe  Ber.  Classls  has  bo  earncatlr  songbt.  Dpon  jam 
advice,  tberefore.  aa  also  ol  tbat  of  certain  friends  In  New  York,  we  resorted  to  tbe 
Coetua.  In  the  save  hope  and  expectation  of  tbrre  setting  our  breach  healed.  Bnt  It 
went  with  Da.  Bev.  Sirs,  aa  we  had  previously  feared.  We  will  not  denj  It,  then 
waa  on  tbe  part  of  niauy  of  ns  a  ■tabbomneBi  that  kepi  as  from  Joining  the  CoetM 
sooner:  but.  on  tbe  part  of  others,  there  was  also  s  reaBOhable  fear.  For  some  ptr- 
sons  bad  bebared  themselves  like  public  enemies  towsrd  na:  and  we  als*  tbongU 
tbat  we  bad  aa  good  a  right  luit  to  Join  the  Coetns,  bb  others  had  to  do  so. 

Bnt  to  proceed.  Rev.  SIra.,  We  did  so  to  the  Coetns.  We  expected  nothing  else. 
(Indeed,  we  were  bound  to  expect  nothing  else,  on  the  atreagtb  ot  your  Bers.'  letter, 
tbe  eitract  of  the  reBolutloa,  and  the  renurks  of  other  frienda),  than  a  favDtable 
rasolt.  We,  therefore,  gave  onraelves  np  to  the  Ckietus  In  all  things,  for  tbe  purpOBC 
of  becomlDg  recoDClled,  and  of  getting  Kev.  Arondeus  restored  to  us.  Or.  ■>  tout 
Reri.  Tonnelves  wrote  to  us.  of  having  what  was  defective  In  bis  call,  conveted. 
and  what  was  unlawful  In  blmself  (In  bla  acts?)  legalised.  But  now.  Instead  Ol 
■hsplng  their  acts  to  that  end,  (we  do  not  bealtste  to  aay  It.  although  otherwise 
Bpeaklng  with  respect  of  tbe  Ber.  Assembly  and  Its  nonpartisan  members,)  sncb 
steps  were  uken  as  tended  to  our  embltUrmeut  rather  tban  oor  Improvement  Sen- 
tence waa  at  ouce  pronoonced  against  Bev.  Arondeus.  Silence  waa  Imposed  on  bim 
until  tbe  special  session  ot  the  Coetna.  We  nere  thus  required  and  compelled  to 
remain  destitute  ot  public  worsblp:  or  else,  for  the  space  of  four  weeks,  to  htsr 
only  Van  BIndereu.  Now  we  can  as  little  bear  to  bear  bIm  with  a  pleasant  fnme  of 
mind  as  they  tblnk  they  can  bear  Arondeua.  However,  advised  by  others,  we  bore 
It,  and  kept  still. 

But  tbe  chief  tblog  which  we  nam  to  bring  to  your  Bevs,'  notice  la  this,  nte 
special  Uoetos.  as  appears  from  tbe  dovuments  themselves,  after  examining  tbe 
groonds  of  difference,  both  on  tbe  side  of  Arondeus,  and  on  tbat  of  Van  Slndeica. 
arrived  al  the  conclusion  Ibal  certain  members  bad  been  earnestly  urged  on  by 
some,  while  being  oppoiied  by  others  It  therefore  csme  about  tbat  Van  ainderao's 
answem  to  tbe  severt  accnsallons  ugalnst  bim,  were  so  hastily  dealt  with.  sihI  m> 
Imperfectly  recorded,  as  to  bear  the  construction  of  conforming  to  the  very  propef 
Instroctlons  of  your  Hers.— among  other  thlogHi  "Tbat  not  everything  In  this  reeoB- 
clllstlon  must  come  from  the  side  of  Arondeus."  The  resolution,  therefore,  was  to 
the  effect  (bat  each  of  the  two  ministers  should  preach  a  public  Confe«alon  Seimoo. 
and  that  a  new  Consistory  should  be  chosen  ijy  tbe  Commissioners  ot  tbe  Coetas, 
only  from  membera  nominated  by  both  parties.  All  this  can  be  more  fully  aeen  fran 
the  mlDntes,  which,  we  donbt  not.  the  Coetns  will  forward  to  your  Revs.  In  this 
Confession  Sermon,  Bev.  Arondena  wbb  required  to  confess  as  follows: 

1.  That  you  promise  your  church  never  again  to  brenk  off  your  connection  with  K. 
or  to  leave  It.  In  tbe  way  yon  have  done. 

I-  Tfast  you  publicly  aak  Ood  In  prayer  graciously  to  be  propltlons  to  yon.  and  to 
forgive  you  that  great  and  fearful  sin  of  Invoking  cuntes. 

3.  Tbat  you  ask  forglveneas  also  for  nnlanrnlly  Intruding  youtvelf  Into  tbe  chnich 
and  cauBlDg  disturbance  there. 

4.  And,  Inasmuch  as.  more  than  once,  you  have  shown  yoursef  Indlacreet  aad 
violent,  that  you  bambly  ask  the  church  10  forgive  you  for  this  also,  and  promise 
to  meet  It  In  all  lore  and  kindliness. 

This  Is  a  confession,  we  believe,  wblcb.  taken  as  a  whole  no  Classls  or  Synod  Is 
Holland,  not  to  apeak  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  wonld  demand  or  require  hi 
Burh  a  case.  It  Is  true.  Rev.  Sirs,  that  the  chief  point  In  question,  which  Is  tbat  M 
Rev.  Aroodena'a  illegally  Intruding  blmself  Into  tbe  church— Is  based  on  the  Judge- 
ment wblcb  tbe  Rev.  Coetns  commnnlCBted  to  the  Rev.  Classls.  In  Its  letter  of  Sept 
14,  ITia  We  must  say,  however,  that  althoogb  the  Rev,  Coetna  so  nuderstood  tbe 
matter  at  the  time,  we  can  excuse  It  In  some  measnre.  because  It  locked  snSelest 
JOHlgbt  In  the  matter  from  different  points  of  view.    Bnt  that  It  shonld  atUI  abMe 
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t'.v  thai  mterauce.  aud  still  waut  lis  ConjinisbiouorH.  (who  won*  to  lu'.ir  ilie  roiife.s- 
vioD)  rigidly  to  insist  upou  It,  we  consider  too  severe.  Yea,  this  is  absolutely  partl- 
tiuu  action.  For,  while  on  the  one  hand,  it  gives  the  appearance  of  a  purpose  to  call 
Arondens,  on  the  other,  and  much  more  strongly,  it  indicates  a  refusal  to  do  this, 
it  thus  strengthens  the  party  of  Van  Slnderen  In  its  obstinate,  excessive  feeling 
against  Arondens's  being  legally  called.  We  are  the  more  convinced  of  its  depreci- 
ating oar  side  of  the  ca«e,  from  the  fact  that,  in  the  minutes,  not  a  jot  or  tittle  is 
found  of  the  reasons  which  we  gave,  for  holding  that  Arondens  was  not  an  intruder: 
and  that,  therefore,  he  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  confess  himself  guilty  of  intrusion. 
Nor  will  be  ever  l>e  able  or  willing  to  do  this,  unless  different  proof  is  given  to  the 
contrary. 

We  find  it  now  absolutely  necessary  to  place  this  before  the  attention  of  your 
Kevs.  By  the  departure  of  Rev.  Arondens  to  Rarltan,  the  church  had  no  one  there 
except  Van  Sinderen.  It  was,  of  necessity,  mindful  of  Its  own  preservation.  The 
houses  of  worship  were  too  small  to  keep  the  entire  congregation  together,  espe- 
Hally  as  the  neighboring  County  was  without  a  pastor,  and.  therefore,  the  nearest 
villages  afforded  no  refuge.  And— we  may  not  deny  it— Van  Sinderen's  conduct  was 
not  at  all  to  our  e<liflcation,  as  he  in  no  way  tried  to  gain  our  affection  by  his  tea<  h- 
iug  and  his  life;  yea,  he  had  given  us  reason  to  become  estranged  from  him.  by 
being  the  cause  of  the  departure  of  Arondeus.  The  consistory,  therefore,  resolved 
to  call  Arondeus  back  to  us  from  Rarltan.  To  that  end  it  asked  Van  Sinderen  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  consistory.  This  he  repeatedly  refused  to  do.  Finally,  as  we 
were  the  consistory,  we  resolved  to  have  a  meeting  anyhow.  We  did  not  think  that 
we  ought  to  complain  about  Van  Sinderen  to  a  neighboring  consistory,  or  to  the 
roetns;  we  did  not  realise  this  at  the  time.  But  we  did  invite  Arondeus  to  come 
iMck  to  OS  from  Rarltan:  not,  indeed,  by  a  vote  of  a  large  majority,  but  by  one 
soAdently  strong,  because  the  consistory  of  Van  Sinderen  was  unanimous.  This 
call  be  declined  as  often  as  ten  or  twelve  times,  excusing  himself  from  accepting  It. 
Bat  at  last  his  Rev.  did  accept  It,  and  he  came  to  us. 

Is  Arondens  then.  Rev.  Blathers,  one  who  Intruded  himself  into  the  church?  Or, 
did  we  not,  as  a  lawful  consistory  representing  the  church,  extend  a  call  to  him? 
Most  be  then  make  confession  of  that  of  which  he  Is  not  guilty?  We  leave  It  to 
yoar  Revs.'  Judgement.  Tet  this  (so-called  intmslon)  was  deemed  to  be  the  prlnelpul 
thing,  a  thing  which  was  not  to  be  forgotten.  And,  |H>ssibly.  because  it  was  known 
that  Arondens  neither  would  nor  could  make  such  confession,  as  in  several  decided 
Dtteranoes  both  before  the  Assembly,  and  outside  of  It,  he  had  declared;  possibly, 
that  demand  was  thought  to  be  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  as  one  who  was  not 
Id  all  respects  acceptable:  and  thus  to  oppress  us.  who  with  so  much  love  and 
affection  cleave  to  him.  and  stand  by  him. 

To  this  most  be  added  yet  a  fresh  proof  of  our  being  oppressed,  and  that.  too.  In 
direct  opposition  to  your  Revs.*  straightforward  aim.  The  Coetus,  we  must  say, 
liad  rery  wisely  and  carefully  ordered  that  an  entirely  new  Consistory  should  be 
chosen  from  both  parties.  But  what  happens  now?  Take  it  in  good  part,  Kev. 
Fathers,  that  we  make  this  digression,  for  we  cannot  keep  it  to  ourselves.  It  w:is 
resolred  that,  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  there  should  appear  before  those 
who  had  been  commissioned  by  the  Coetus,  eight  men,  or  n  number  double  that  of 
the  consistory  of  each  chun^h,  selected  from  both  parties;  and  that  from  these,  the 
rommissloners  should  choose  the  new  consistory.  Now,  the  adherents  of  the  Rev. 
Aruideus  pr^wnted  the  men  who  were  nominated;  but  the  party  of  Van  Sinderen 
did  nothing  in  the  matter.  But  all  there  Is  to  show.  is.  that  Arondeus  gave  no  satis- 
faction to  the  Commissioners  with  his  confession:  and  on  that  ground  Arondeus  and 
his  people  are  rejected  altogether  by  the  last  Coetus.  Not  the  least  attention  is  paid 
to  them;  while  the  out  and  out  unlawful  consistory  of  Van  Sinderen  is  let  alone,  as 
though  It  were  the  lawful  <'onaistory  of  the  church.  And  the  purpose  now  is  to  com- 
pel OS  by  the  civil  power  to  pay  the  salary  of  Van  Sinderen  as  pur  minister,  and  to 
keep  him,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  circumstances  In  which  we  are  placed. 

Now  la  that  the  work  we  may  well  ask.  Rev.  Fathers,  of  leaders  of  the  churches, 
wbose  duty  It  is  to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  Zlon?  Every  one  about  us  abomlnntes 
such  heatheniab  treatment.  Can  there  be  the  fear  of  God.  a  true  calmness  of  mind. 
where  one  tbna  oppresses  his  fellow  Christians?  And  especially,  because  during  :ill 
this  time,  we  have  In  all  our  dealings  with  the  Rev.  Coetus  given  not  tho  least 
eridence  of  diaoiderllneas  or  insubordination? 
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It  18  true.  UeT.  Sir;»,  we  do  not  now  sabuiit  to  the  latest  decision,  which  is  lo 
unjust  toward  us.  We  cannot,  nor  ought  we  to  C4ist  ourselves  away.  If  tbej  wut 
to  compel  us,  by  force,  we  shall  have  to  defend  ourselves  according  to  ri^t,  until  It 
shall  please  your  Revs,  to  give  a  decision.  Wherefore,  we  hereby  appeal  to  ywir 
lion.  Assembly,  to  your  High  Church  Authority.  For  the  sake  of  brevity  we  slioiiM 
like  to  close  here,  did  we  not  fear  that,  by  being  too  brief,  we  might  leave  the 
matter  in  the  dark,  at  least  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  facts.  We  inii«c 
therefore  claim  a  little  more  of  your  Kevs.'  attention. 

I'erhaps  your  Kevs.  will  be  surprised  to  learn  from  the  minutes  of  the  special 
Coetns  held  on  the  16th  of  October,  1751,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  hemds  flf 
families  protested  agaiubt  the  calling  of  Rev.  Arondeus.  Although  this  list  was 
made  in  good  faith,  yet  that  It  was  proved  false  in  Coetus,  is  kept  out  of  the  min- 
utes. It  is  found  that  a  third  part  of  this  list  is  composed  of  those  who  do  not  paj 
(any  salary).  The  whole  of  the  congregation  of  Gravesand.  (Gravesend)  which  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  one  way  or  the  other,  has  thirty  two  names  oi  per- 
sons who  still  pay  salary  though  not  enough  to  make  out  fifty  pounds:  while  we 
raise  more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  and  could  do  more.  Perhaps,  your  Ren.  wlU 
say  also  that,  according  to  contract  In  the  call,  we  are  obliged  to  pay  Van  Slndefea. 
It  is  true,  that  would  be  our  duty,  if  he  had  conducted  himself  ani<Mig  ns  as  oor 
minister.  So  long  as  he  did,  we  have  done  that,  and  more  than  that.  But,  as  bf 
released  himself  from  us,  we  considered  ourselves  released  from  him.  Prom  the 
pulpit  he  publicly  declared  his  desire  to  be  released:  "And  I  will  go  to  ray  dear 
father,  and  he  will  say,  weU-ome  my  son"!  In  full  consistory,  he  also  said,  that  we 
must  look  atK>ut  for  another  minister.    Hereupon  w<>  did  release  him. 

Oh.  how  many  instances  of  irregularity  we  might  bring  forward,  to  which  the 
('oetus  pays  no  attention,  and  which  some  even  consider  as  mere  triflea.  For 
example.  Van  Sinderen  takes  offence  at  the  people  who  hold  to  Arondeus.  He 
would  rather  have  them  stay  away  from  church,  than  to  come.  In  his  family  visit- 
ing he  invited  a  former  elder  again  to  commune:  he  replied  that  he  could  not  con- 
mune  until  the  disturbances  had  been  settled.  Van  Sinderen  told  him  that  he  might 
come  to  the  Lord's  table  any  way.  and  be  reconciled  afterward:  that  Ac  was  master 
in  the  distribution  of  the  bread  and  wine,  and  could  ^ive  it  to  whom  he  would. 
This  instance  was  .substantiated  by  three  elders;  but  the  Coetus  considers  aocb 
things  mere  trifies.  The  manner  in  which  Van  Sinderen  conducted  himself.  In  the 
choice  and  appointment  of.  or  in  the  setting  aside  of  the  consistory,  is  ntteriy  sur- 
prising, unecclesiastlcal  and  unchristian.  He  now  rei'uses  to  install  a  lawfully 
chosen  consistory,  because  it  would  not  promise  not  to  hold  Its  sessions  with  Bev. 
Arondeus:  then  again  chooses  a  consistory  of  one  elder  and  one  deacon.  And  there 
are  so  many  inst]in<*eR  of  that  kind:  but  we  dare  not  ask  more  of  your  Honors' 
patience. 

Only  one  word  more:  to  tell  how,  in  full  Coetus,  Rev.  Arondeus.  upon  the  exhor- 
tations of  the  Rev.  preKident.  once  and  again  extended  the  hand  of  brotherhood 
to  Bev.  Van  Sinderen.  offering  to  forgive  everything:  but  he  was  refused  every 
time,  to  tell  how  the  Coetus  treated  Rev.  Arondeus,  in  delivering  their  sentence, 
under  a  threatening  of  penalty,  forbidding  him  and  his  friends  to  speak  a  word. 
And  there  were  many  other  grievances,  which  cannot  be  mentioned  now.  To  set 
forth  In  clearest  light  the  reasons  why  Rev.  Arondeus  did  not  make  the  Improve- 
ment in  his  Confession,  which  was  allowed  him.  would.  Rev.  Sirs,  require  still  ■ 
great  deal  of  writing.  We  content  onrselven  with  simply  mentioning  them,  and  hoM 
ourselves  ready  to  lay  them  open  more  fully,  if  required  to  do  so.  These  are  bat 
the  ^hlef  instances  and  matters.  We  huml>ly  present  them  to  your  Revs.  We  pray 
your  Kevs.  to  take  our  case  In  hand.  We  are  fully  prepared  to  accommodate  onr- 
««»lves  to  the  Just  acts  of  your  Revs:  as,  we  think,  we  have  already  given  actoil 
evidence  of  our  obedience  to  your  Revs,  paternal  counsels. 

We  sign  ourselves,  then,  as  those  commissioned  by  the  Unite4l  Chnrchee,  in  tbe 
name  and  by  the  authority  of  all,  with  much  reverence  and  respect,  Bev.  Sin. 
Fathers  and  Brethren,  Your  Most  Dutiful  Servants, 

Johannes  Lott.  Phillppus  Nagel 

Rntgert  Van  Brunt  Rutgert  Van  Brunt.  Jr. 

Daniel  Bodet  Daniel  Durye. 

New  York,  June  16,  O.  S.,  17B, 
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CoBRBBPONDEJfCE   FROM   AmBBIOA. 

Theodoms  Frelinghuysen,  of  Albany,  to  the  Classis  of  AmsterdanL 

June  25,  1752. 
Portfolio  "  New  York '',  Vol.  ii.     Vol.  xii.  309. 

Reference,  xxiv.  9,  13. 

Addresned:    To  the  Very  Revereud  ClasHls  of  Amsterdam. 

Albany.  Juue  25.  1752. 
Very  Reyerend,   Highly  Honored  Sirs:— 

My  dutiful  subordination  to  the  very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam— which  I  recognise 
as  my  Church  Authorlty-<:ompels  me  to  make  known  to  yon  the  state  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  tit  Claverack;  and  humbly  to  ask  that  your  Revs,  would  be  pleased  to 
Cire  a  decision  on  a  certain  point  in  dispute,  which  has  arisen  in  that  church,  and 
by  reason  of  which  it  is  in  danger  of  being,  if  it  is  not  already,  rent  in  twain. 

Not  long  after  my  arrival  at  Albany.  I  was  requested  by  those  of  Claverack  to  give 
the  church  there  my  extra  service.  Pursuant  to  that  request,  I  ministered  to  It  in 
preaching  the  Word  of  God,  administering  the  Sacraments  and  installing  members 
of  consistory,  elden$  and  deacons. 

Then  Mr.  Eggo  Tonkeus  Van  Hoevenbcrg  came  over  to  those  regions  from  Surl- 
name;  and,  after  having  caused  some  confusion  at  New  York,  he  ministered  for 
about  a  year  at  Livingston  Manor  and  Claverack.  There  to  my  Joy,  I  thought  that 
his  Revs,  would  be  called,  having,  at  that  time,  no  doubt  about  his  credentials.  But. 
when  Mr.  Hoevenberg  presented  himself  to  the  Coetus,  that  body  asked  him  for  his 
testimonials.  He  bad  none  to  show,  and  was  refused.  For  which  reason  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston also,  was  unwilling  to  proceed  to  call  him.  He  kept  him  back  until  a  dispute 
arose,  and  Rev.  Hoevenberg  challenged  that  gentleman  with  the  sword. 

He  finally  removed  from  Livingston  Manor  to  Rhlnebeck.  A  portion  of  Claverack 
ttlU  adhered  to  him,  while  another  portion  had  misgivings  about  the  legality  of  his 
ministry.  On  meeting  Mr.  Hoevenberg  at  Claverack,  I  asked  him  In  the  presence  of 
tlie  consistory  to  show  me  bis  credentials.  Whereupon  Rev.  Hoevenberg  denounced 
AM  in  an  extremely  shocking  manner,  an  account  of  which  I  deem  unworthy  to  send 
to  your  Revs.  Since  that  time  the  deacons  and,  I  believe,  the  larger  portion  of  the 
church  haTe  protested  against  his  ministry  at  Claverack.  The  elders,  with  another 
portion,  still  retain  his  services. 

I^st  winter  a  letter  was  received  at  Claverack  from  three  members  of  the  Coetus 

•tating,    "That   the   Rev.   i'lassis  of  Amsterdam   is,    for  weighty   reasons,   utterly 

onwUllng  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Rev.  Hoevenberg."     As  there  is  doubt  at 

Clavemck  as  to  how  this  is  to  be  understood,  the  request  of  the  deacons  and  of  tlie 

largest  portion  of  the  chur<?h— and  to  which  I  humbly  add  my  own  name,— is,  that 

tke  Very  Rev.  Classis  would  be  pleased  to  declare  whether  It  recognises  Mr.  Hoevon- 

terg  as  a  legal  minister  In  these  regions,  or  not.    If  the  Classis  does  so  recognize 

Mm,  we  promise  to  extend  to  him  the  hand  of  brotherhood;  but.  If  it  does  not,  we 

will  have  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

Wishing  Jehovah's  blessing  ujwn  the  Very  Uev.  AHKembly,  I  remain.  Your  Revs.* 

Hmnble  and  Dutiful  Servant,  „  .  ,.     .. 

Theodoras  FrIelinghnyMen. 

Received  Sept.  25.  1752.  No.  134.  p  Convert. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies. 

Extraordinary  Session  of  Classis,  July  3,  1752. 

(See  Dee.  10,1761). 
l^K)rt  (Pre-advice)  regarding  the  disputes  between  Kingston 
and  New  Paltz. 
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The  Deputati  handed  in  a  preadvice  in  regard  to  the  disputes 
between  the  Consistories  of  the  New  Paltz  and  Kingston,  were 
of  the  opinion  that  there  should  be  taken  into  consideration : — 

T.  Whether  the  New  Paltz  is  dependent  upon  Kingston,  or 
whether  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  church  by  itself. 

II.  Whether  such  of  the  members  of  the  New  Paltz  which  have 
hitherto  adhered  to  John  van  Driessen,  were  lawfully  censured 
or  not ;  and  whether  those  members  which  were  received  by  Jolm 
van  Driessen,  without  any  (further)  recognition,  should  be  reoog- 
nized  as  members. 

III.  Whether  the  Consistory  of  the  New  Paltz,  muBt  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  appointed  legally  or  ill^ally. 

IV.  How  the  caU  of  Rev.  Vrooman  is  to  be  r^arded. 

I.  Regarding  the  first:  Arguments  are  adduced  on  both  sideB^ 
which  deserve  to  be  taken  into  consideration;  but  since  the  Conr 
sistory  of  Kingston  consents  to  the  Separation  of  the  New  Paltz, 
if  it  be  done  properly  and  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  the  reasoDB 
pro  and  con  may  be  disregarded,  and  the  matter  judged  on  its 
own  merits:  namely,  that  the  Paltz,  on  account  of  its  distance 
from  Kingston,  and  the  increase  of  its  population,  and  also  be- 
cause they  are  able,  at  their  o\vn  charges,  to  maintain  a  minister, 
should  be  separate<l  from  Kingston,  and  be  considered  as  a  ooo- 
gr^ation  by  itself;  provided  friendly  notice  be  given  thereof, 
as  has  already  been  done,  to  the  (Coetus?).  That  body  will  not 
refuse  it,  and  the  Classis  will  abide  thereby;  and  this  dispute 
need  no  longer  be  mentioned.  This,  (the  danger  of  failure)  is 
the  less  to  be  feared,  if  those  of  Kingston,  as  well  as  those  of  New 
Paltz,  carry  the  case  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  To  this  those  of  Kings- 
ton will  still  have  t^  be  admonished. 

II.  R^arding  the  second  point:  This  will  be  the  more  easily 
removed  out  of  the  way,  if  on  the  one  side,  it  be  observed,  that 
an  obstinate  adherence  to  John  van  Driessen,  would  surely  expose 
to  censure.  For  he  intruded  himself  into  the  New  Paltz  to  the 
injury  of  those  of  Kingston.  Against  him  also,  the  Classis  gave 
warning  many  years  ago,  as  one  who  did  not  even  belong  to  our 
cJiurch.    His  extravagant  conduct  up  to  the  present  time  is  known* 
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All  this  was  \vritteii  to  us,  nomine  Coeti,  from  New  York,  Octo- 
ber 14,  1750.  If,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  considered 
that  such  difficulties  have  come  to  pass,  not  in  order  to  embrace 
any  errors  or  to  give  encouragement  to  them,  but  only  from  the 
persuasion  that  the  New  Paltz  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  church 
by  itself ;  and  it  may  be  supposed  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
people  may  act  somewhat  too  hastily ;  we  would  express  the  opinion, 
now  that  the  separation  is  agreed  on,  that  those  (censured)  mem- 
bers, belonging  either  to  the  New  Paltz  or  to  Kingston,  may  be 
Vxked  upon  as  no  longer  under  censure ;  and  if  any  record  of  the 
same  has  been  made,  to  arrange  that  these  matters  be  settled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  parties : 

Provided,  that  those  members  shall  declare,  either  before  a  com- 
mittee of  Coetus,  or  each  one  before  his  own  consistory,  that  they 
wish  to  continue  to  adhere  to  the  unoorrupted  Reformed  Dootriney 
as  contained  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism;  and  the  thirty-seven 
Arddes  of  the  Netherland  Confession ;  and  to  subject  themselves 
to  the  Church  Order;  without  precisely  requiring  of  them  another 
ocmfeesion  of  their  faith.  Thus  an  end  could  be  made  of  all  dis- 
satisfaction and  dissension,  both  on  account  of  the  actions  of  Rev. 
Mancius  and  his  Consistory  of  Kingston,  and  on  account  of  the 
doings  of  Bev.  Vas,  Emeritus  pastor  there,  as  well  as  of  those  of 
Bev.  (J.  H.)  Groetschius,  in  regard  to  which  somethings  might 
bave  been  said. 

IIL  As  regards  the  Consistory  in  the  New  Paltz:  It  is  true 
tliat  the  Coetus  could  have  postponed  for  some  time  yet,  the  ap- 
pointmCTit  of  the  Consistory  there ;  and  the  reasons  for  and  against 
Ae  separation,  adduced  on  either  side,  could  have  been  decided 
by  more  than  one  minister ;  and  also  that  persons  who  adhered  to 
John  van  Driessen  should  have  been  entirely  left  out  But  taking 
f(^  granted  that  the  other  two  points  have  been  settled,  this  also 
will  readily  follow  suit,  while  the  fact  exists,  New  Paltz  is  sepa- 
nted  from  Kingston. 

IV.  As  to  the  fourth  point,  the  instrument  of  call  and  the  tes- 
timonials of  Bev.  Vroman:  If  found  in  good  order,  the  Classis 
inigbt  approve  the  call,  in  the  hope  that  thus  the  peace  between 
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Kingston  and  New  Paltz  shall  be  effected.  Even  if  these  (of  Net  I 
Paltz  ?)  were  of  the  opinion,  that  notice  of  all  this  should  be  giml 
in  letters  to  the  Coetus,  the  Consistory  of  the  New  Paltz  as  mil 
as  that  of  Kingston  should  be  exhorted  with  friendly  and  eaniflik| 
admonitions,  that  both  should  conduct  themselves  in  aooordiaBil 
therewith ;  that  those  of  Kingston  should  also  refer  themselves  il| 
Coetus;  and  e^ch  fraternally  overlook,  in  the  other,  what  hmm 
ever  given  any  displeasure  on  either  side.  I 

This  pre-advice  was  changed  into  a  resolution  of  Olassis  on  | 
July  3,  1752.    xxiv.  9-11. 

Pre-advice  about  J.  A.  Wemich. 

Deputati  ad  res  Exteras,  together  with  Rev.  Keesler,  handed 
in  a  pre-advice  regarding  Rev.  John  Aemilius  Wemidi,  who  k  i 
acting  as  minister  at  Stone  Arabia,  vide  Acta,  April  10 j  1752. 

I.  We  remark : 

1.  That  the  certificate  of  Professor  Bruiningh,  only  testifies  that 
he  laid  the  foundations  for  study. 

2.  That  the  certificate  of  the  Director  and  Vice  Director  of  the 
Consistory  of  Heidelberg,  of  Sept.  22,  1744,  is  only  a  permiseioii 
to  exercise  himself  in  preaching  and  the  holding  of  praTor- 
meetings.  This,  the  students  in  the  Paltz  must  request  and  cany 
on  for  at  least  a  year,  before  they  can  be  accepted  as  candidates^ 
(Proponents). 

3.  That  the  Certificate  of  Appenge  (or  Offenge)  of  Mardi  8, 
1749,  only  states  that  he  preached  as  Vicar  and  that  he  acquitted 
himself  well  in  that  position.  Such  things  are  done  occasionally 
in  the  Palatinate  by  those  who  are,  as  yet,  not  proponents. 

4.  The  certificate  from  thirty-two  persons  who  call  themaelvei 
the  consistory  of  Stone  Arabia,  testifies  only  that  they  take  pleae- 
ure  in  his  services. 

5.  Whence  then,  this  follows :  That  Wemich  produces  no  proof 
of  his  lawful  appointment  as  Proponent,  much  less  as  minister. 

II.  On  these  grounds,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  aforesaid 
Wemich 
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.  Cannot  be  recognized  as  a  minister,  except  along  the  usual 
esiastical  modes,  by  undergoing  a  preparatory  and  final  exam- 
ion. 

.  That  the  Classis  cannot  allow  that  this  examination  be  con- 
ted  by  the  Coetus,  although  we  have  formerly  sometimes  por- 
ted this.  But  we  are  too  strictly  bound  by  resolutions  of  Synod 
lermit  this  in  the  future  propria  auctoritaie.  We  are  the  less 
\  also,  because  complaints  have  sometimes  come  to  us  about 
1  permissions.  It  is,  therefore,  best  that  Wemich  present 
iself  before  Classis  to  be  properly  examined  and  qualified, 
rided  he  can  hand  over,  for  that  purpose,  a  proper  call  and 
ificate. 

.  That  the  Committee  feel  themselves  compelled  to  such  pre- 
ice,  especially  because  it  is  known  from  the  report  of  two 
isters  of  the  Palatinate,  that  Wemich,  (of  whose  conduct  they 
ik  favorably),  was,  indeed,  accepted  as  a  licentiate;  but,  also, 

when  he  had  presented  himself  for  the  preparatory  examina- 
,  he  was  put  back ;  while  the  case  of  P.  de  Windt  compels  us 
B  careful, 
his  Pre-advice  also  was  changed  into  a  Besolution  of  Classis ; 

at  the  same  time  it  was  resolved  to  hold  ad  nota/ra,  how  to 
subsequently  in  regard  to  children  who  may  have  been  bap- 
1  by  the  aforesaid  Wemich.     xxiv.  11. 
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Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

evsL  John  Frielinghuysen,  Ferdinand  Frielinghuysen,  and 

Barend  Vroman. 

r52,  July  3rd.  Revs.  Jacobus  (James)  Frielinghuysen,  Fer- 
ind  Frielinghuysen  and  Barend  Vroman,  S.  S.  Min.  Candid, 
ng  been  called  as  ministers,  the  first  to  Marbletown,  Rochester 
iter  County]  and  Wawarsing ;  the  second  to  Kinderhook ;  and 
third  to  (New)  Paltz,  Shawangunk  and  Wallkil  all  in  North 
mca,  in  the  province  of  New  York,  request  to  be  examined, 
lly,  and  ordained  at  the  next  Classis.  To  this  end  they  handed 
Classical  certificates  of  their  preparatory  examination,  and  the 
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original  calls  from  tb©  aforesaid  cburchee.  These  papers  having 
been  found  in  order,  their  calls  were  approved,  and  th^r  request 
(for  final  examJoatioa)  granted.  But  in  r^ard  to  the  Palti  the 
approval  (of  the  call)  is  only  given  on  the  euppoeition  that  the 
signers  of  the  call  are  lawfully  qualified.  There  was  assigned 
to  Ferdinand  Frielinghuysen  as  a  trial  text,  1  Peter  2 :7,  "  Unto 
you  therefore  that  believe,  He  is  precious  " ;  for  hJs  examinaliin 
in  Hebrew,  Ps.  2,  and  in  Greek,  Eph.  2.  To  Jacob  (James) 
Frielinghuysen,  as  a  trial  text.  Col.  3:3,  "  For  ye  are  dead,  and 
your  lifo  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  ";  in  Hebrew,  Ps.  1,  and  in 
Greek,  Rom.  3.  To  Barend  Vrooman,  as  a  trial  text,  Song  of 
Solomon  1 :14,  "  My  beloved  is  unto  me  as  a  duster  of  cami^iiR 
(Dutch- of  cypress)  in  the  vineyardaof  En-gedi";  inHebrew,!^^ 
and  in  Greek,  Matt.  5.     xii.  288-9. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Austekdau. 
Kingstown  and   Paltz. 
1762,  July  3rd.     Art,  4.     The  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  oa- 
tain    papers    touching    the    disputes   between    the    above   ni 
churches,  and  therewith  the  draft  of  a  letter  intended  to  paoi^ 
the  sama     This  was  approved,  and  they  shall  be  written  to 
accordance  thereivith.     The  said  letter  is  to  he  found  in  the  Aiitl 
of  Depp.     xii.  28&. 

Foreign  AiTairs. 

Art.  6.  ad  Art,  1,    Classis  precedentis: 
No.   1.   No  word  has  yet  arrived  from  the  Coetufl, 
No.   2.   As  to  Rev.  Wernich:  the  Rev.  Depp,  have  brou^t  in  « 

pre-advice,  which  was  approved,  and  shall  he  sent  to  the  Coet&i. 
No.  4.  See  Art.  4  above. 
No,  5,  The  resolution  of  the  Classis  of  Nether  Velnwe  regwl" 

ing  Peter  de  Wind  is  expected  every  day. 
No,  8.  See  also  Art.  8  above. 
No.  9.  Reply  is  awaited  from  the  Coetus. 
No,  10.  No  reply  has  yet  come  from  Rev,  Bril. 
No.   11.  As  to  Suriname:   the  business  remains  activei    zii  HA- 
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Letter  from  Eev.  John  Frielinghuysen. 

1752,  July  8rd.  Art  7.  ad  Art  1.  An  extract  therefrom  was 
read  and  at  the  same  time  a  reply  thereto.  This  having  been 
approved  shall  be  thus  sent  off.     xii.  289. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  John  Frelinghuysen,  Jxdy  3, 

1752.     Vol.  30,  page  268,  No.  145. 

To  Uev.  John  FrellnglioyBen.  pastor  In  Peniisylvauia.   [New  Jersey ?J. 

Worthy  Sir  and  Brother:— 

We  were  honored  on  May  19th  with  some  llnee  from  you,  written  in  March,  1U2, 
centaining  an  account  of  matters  which  occurred  in  Coetus,  and  in  the  Committee 
ea  Long  Island  affairs,  besides  some  additional  documents.  We  observe  therefrom 
four  willingness  to  consult  us  on  important  affairs,  for  which  we  thank  you.  It 
will  be  agreeable  to  us  to  have  you  continue  in  correspondence  with  us.  We  were 
glad  that  you  were  willing  to  trouble  yourselves  to  journey  to  Long  Island  to 
co-operate  with  the  other  members  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Coetus,  in 
aeeking  to  settle  the  long-standing  dispute  between  Uevs.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sin- 
deren,  and  their  respective  adherents.  It  grieved  us  to  learn  that  these  well-meant 
efforts  of  yourself  and  colleagues  proved  fruitless.  We  earnestly  hope  to  hear  of 
the  end  of  those  disputes;  that  peace  has  been  restored,  to  the  glory  of  God's  great 
same  and  the  edification  of  the  church,  which  is  In  danger,  by  such  discords,  of 
being  scattered  to  the  winds. 

Although  we  would  only  too  gladly  co-operate  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end. 
we  can  only  sit  still  and  await  the  report  of  the  Coetus  on  this  and  other  matters 
mentioned  by  you,  before  we  can  give  our  opinion.  Your  letter  shows  that  you  also 
expect  and  approve  of  this  course.  Be  assured.  Brother,  that  we  are  taking  care  not 
to  allow  ourselves  to  be  influenced  by  any  prejudice.  We  will  endeavor  to  consider 
the  reports  of  the  Coetus  as  well  as  those  of  private  members  with  the  utmost 
Impartiality,  and  give  all  possible  attention  to  promote  the  welfare  of  God's  Church 
by  a  prudent  decision,  agreeable  with  the  Word  of  God.  We  will  not  fall  to  give 
proper  heed  to  your  statements  in  particular,  so  far  as  possible.  Nevertheless  this 
latter  thing  becomes  very  difficult  to  us,  for  a  large  part  of  your  letter,  because  of 
the  very  small  and  Illegible  writing,  makes  us  often  doubt  whether  we  really  catch 
your  exact  meaning. 

We  were  pleased  to  learn  of  your  seal  for  the  welfare  of  God's  Church.  May  you 
eoQtlnue  therein.  May  the  thonghtfulness  and  prudence  of  the  righteous  ever  guard 
70U.  Thus  may  your  seal  tend  to  this  desirable  end.  All  know  how  necessary  pru- 
dence to,  when  dealing  with  matters  of  dispute.  In  order  not  to  spoil  a  good  begin- 
ning. To  this  end,  we  maintain  that  looking  up  unto  God  with  earnest  desire.  Is  the 
best  means  of  success.  We  observe  with  satisfaction  that  such  a  spirit  has  often 
comforted  you,  and  given  you  cause  for  subsequent  gratitude. 

And  now,  worthy  Sir  and  Brother,  may  ho  whose  name  Is  Counselor  over  stand 
•I  your  right  hand,  and  make  you  steadfast,  unmovablc,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  May  you  experience,  to  your  joy,  that  your  work  is  not  In  vain 
In  the  Lord.  May  he  surround  you  as  well  as  all  who  are  dear  to  you,  with  his 
mercy  forever.  g^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

Amsterdam, 

Jaly  t,  ITSt. 
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The  ('lassis  of  Nedkr  Vkltwe  {^per  Peter  Wynstock)  totes 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July  lo,  1752. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracte,  Vol.  xxiii,  349. 

Very  Uevorend,  Very  lAfurned  Sirs,  and  Much  RespcHited  Brethren  In  i^hrlut,  «»- 
Htitoting  the  Very  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  ita  gentlemen,  the  Deputies. 

The  Rev.  Classls  of  Neder-Veluwe,  recently  in  sestfion  at  Uattem,  duly  receivetf 
your  communication  from  Amsterdam,  signed,  At>ril  ISth,  1752,  by  the  Rev.  Depotift. 
Jac.  Teyken,  as  president  of  the  Deputies,  and  Juc.  de  Jonge,  as  scribe  of  the  Depi- 
ties.  With  due  attention  it  read  the  same,  as  also  the  copy  of  a  so-called  testimonial 
of  Ciussls,  which  it  was  said,  was  given  to  Peter  de  Wint. 

As  it£  RogiKtrar,  that  Asnembly  has  instructed  me  to  send  to  your  Reverencesi  a 
copy  of  the  Article  of  Classis,  touching  the  matter  of  P.  de  Wint.  Wc^k  before  lait 
I  informed  the  Rev.  J.  de  Jonge  that  I  tiad  received  that  copy  from  Hattem;  but 
that,  being  al>out  to  go  to  my  son,  on  the  W^eHt  Meuse,  I  would  sent  it  over  fro* 
there,  with  such  remarks  on  the  accompanying  said  classical  testimonial,  and  on  tlie 
defence  made  by  P.  de  Wint,  before  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  and  in  writing  before 
the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  as  I  might  And  necessary;  Inasmuch  as,  in  my  p^ 
son  and  office,  I  have  l>een,  most  of  all,  inexcusably  injured. 

1  hereby  acquit  myself,  therefore,  by  sending  over  the  said  Articles  of  Clasaia, 
which  your  Revs,  will  find  under  Letter  A,  and  which  will  confirm  what  I  haT< 
above  stated.  To  that  I  refer,  as  also,  to  what  was  written  to  me  more  fully,  !■ 
October  of  the  preceding  year.  1751. 

1  shall  not.  very  Reverend  Hirs,  go  into  the  matter  of  exposing  new  facts  develop^ 
by  P.  de  Wint's  action,  and  which  atvidentally  came  to  my  knowledge  a  short  thne 
ago.  It  will  Im»  enough  to  confine  myself  to  what  is  now  oci-upying  our  mtiHlt. 
namely:  whether  Judging  from  what  was  written  and  sent  over  by  the  Rev.  Coetw 
of  New  York,  and  what  <'ame  from  the  pen  of  P.  de  Wint  himself.  whKher  P.  «l4» 
Wint  made  out  a  good  defence;  and  whether  Pleter  de  Wint  conld  have  procured  t 
testimonial,  such  as  he  presented,  in  the  way  he  has  been  pretending,  and  still, 
against  all  truth  and  honor,  continues  to  pretend.  But,  I  will  not  enlarge  on  thi« 
either,  but  merely  make  a  few  brief  remarks  on  that  noted  classical  testimonial,  a 
copy  of  which  was  sent  us.  and  on  his  defence. 

To  that  end  I  shall  quote  briefly  the  words  of  the  copy  sent,  which  your  RevK.  will 
please  to  compare  with  the  same.  Did  I  know  how  to  find  Pleter  de  Wint  In  tbl» 
country,  or  should  it  happen  that  after  my  <1cMth.  my  clilldren  could  find  him.  h^ 
would  not  be  left  free  to  go,  without  having  his  statements,  which  he  mad**  before 
the  Rev.  Coetus.  and  his  commnnication  to  the  Rev.  iMassis  of  Amsterdam,  abnnd- 
antly  proved  in  court;  or  else  suffer  the  penalties  which,  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
are  fixed  for  such  base  frauds  as  P.  de  Wint  has  perpetrated,  and  still  continues  to 
perpetrate,  while  at  the  same  time  defaming  my  character.  Lot  no  one  suspect  me 
or  my  children  of  a  feeling  of  bitter  revenge;  since  we  know  too  well  who  It  la  to 
whom  vengence  belongs,  and  who,  when  the  measure  of  wickedness  Is  full,  will 
rightly  execute  it  In  his  own  time. 

I  shall  make  a  beginning,  then,  with  the  so-called  Testimonium  Clasi»icalc.  That, 
aa  It  lies  there,  as  several  members  of  the  Rev.  ministry  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam 
know  well  enough.  Is  entirely  different  from  the  form,  and  language  In  use  by  tb^ 
Rev.  (.^lassis  of  Xeder  Veluwe.  in  giving  testimonials  of  admission.  I  doubt  not  bat 
that,  when  carefully  looked  Into,  It  will  show  clearly  enough,  that  no  one  of  a* 
rould  have  composed  it,  but  rather  an  Uplander,  or  German;  for  the  form,  the  lan- 
guage, and  the  very  manner  of  expression  which  occur  in  it.  will  prove  thl<». 

1  would  do  nothing  more  with  that  testimonial,  did  not  Pleter  de  Wint,  fin  ord<»r 
to  clear  Rev.  A.  V.  Medenbacb,  who  Is  said  to  have  signed  It  as  scribe  of  the  ClasaisK 
Intimate  that  Rev.  Wynstok  was  the  author  of  It,  and  distinctly  d«M'lare  him  to  be  a 
deceiver. 

According  to  the  letter  of  the  pretended  testimonial,  we  find  P.  de  Wint  describ**-! 
as  a  "Vlr  Juvenis  praestantlssimns  et  doctissimus"— plainly,  a  notorious  falRehoo«l: 
for  that  description  is  very  much  at  variance  with  his  character  as  known  to  Rf'^- 
Wynstock  for  many  years;  and  by  him  already  made  known  to  your  Revs,  last  year. 
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HoreoTer,  when  he  is  further  described,  as  a  "Fllius  hand  degener  Jan  Jensen  de 
WiDt,"  I  am  well  convinced,  (though  I  never  knew  his  late  father,  either  personally 
or  bj  bis  first  name,)  it  must  be  untrue;  for  it  is  possible  to  prove  that  that  testi- 
noDlal  would  benr  his  true  signature,  if  the  word,  "hand'*  were  taken  out  of  it; 
and  that,  the  Rev.  Wynkoop  knew  for  years,  uti  supra.  It  was  never  the  fashion  to 
tletcrlbe  a  candidate  like  that  in  our  classical  testimonials,  since  the  father  is  a 
prlTite  person. 

Then  follows,  "post  absolutum  studium  Academicum  probatlonem  suy  a  vobls 
aodentoribos  Classis  Harderowicensis  petyt.  One  never  wrote.  N.  B.  Harderowi, 
botHarderovI  Censis.  But  to  the  point:  who  were  those  Modera tores?  As  these  arc 
thni  mentioned,  was  it  not  necessary  for  them  all  to  have  signed  their  names?  Then 
there  Is,  of  coarse,  no  Classis  of  Harderwyk,  but  a  Neder  Veluwe  Classis.  The  date 
Nt  for  the  examination,  as  the  4th  of  February  is  also  false.  According  to  the  pre- 
tended testimonial,  he  preached  from  1  Pet.  2:25;  and.  in  his  defence  before  the 
Oietiis,  he  was  examined  thereon  by  Rev.  Wynstok;  for  the  text  of  his  defence  reads 
thus:  "Herenpon  Rev.  Wynstok  examined  him  on  1  Pet  2:25.  "Oportet  mendacem 
we  memorem. 

Bnt  to  make  an  end  of  this;  the  passage  quoted  Just  before,  began:  "post  absolu- 
tBoi  stodium  Academicum  etc."  Observe.  Rev.  Sirs,  what  is  to  be  thought  of  his 
iodemlc  studies.  Besides,  in  the  pretended  testimonial  nothing  is  said  of  "Testl- 
BQola  Kccleslostlca  et  Academica  "—which,  with  other  things,  might  or  could  not 
well  be  omitted;  and  which  P.  de  Wlnt  never  had  or  could  have  had.  According  to 
Ui  pretension,  P.  de  Wlnt  is  examined  on  the  4th  of  February,  1749.  The  pretended 
teitifflonial  is  delivered  and  signed  on  the  14th  of  February,  1749.  And  the  same 
P.  de  Wlnt  IB,  according  to  the  authentic  extract  from  the  Album  Academicum. 
accompanying  this  under  letter  B,  matriculated  as  theological  student  in  the  Album 
leademicum,  not  before  the  23rd  of  January,  1749. 

This,  then,  a  refined  lie  as  it  is,  will  also  destroy  P.  de  Wlnt's  pretension  in  his 
defence  before  the  Rev.  Goetus  of  New  York,  which  is  the  text  sent  us,  begins  with: 
"that,  intending  as  soon  as  possible  to  leave  Harderwyk,  where,  he  says,  he  has 
itndled  for  a  time,  etc."    Rev.  Wynstok,  too,  must  have  been  a  man  wholly  inex- 
perienced in  church  matters  and  without  sense,  if,  as  P.  de  Wint  makes  out,  he  had 
entered  with  him  into  (such  a)  conversation.    Still  more  sensible  it  would  have  been 
for  him  to  give  de  Wint,  contrary  to  all  Church  Order  and  offlcai  duty,  yea,  against 
better  knowledge,  the  promise  of  procuring  for  him  a  certificate  from  the  Classis; 
ind  to  accomplish  that,  as  de  Wlnt  further  pretends,  against  all  truth  and  con- 
idence.     But,  If  that  alleged  conversation  or  transaction  of  Rev.  Wynstok  with 
P.  de  Wint  la  compared  with  the  way  in  wliich  the  matters  were  conducted,  and 
vlUi  the  result,  namely,  the  quasi  examination  and  the  giving  of  the  testimonial.  It 
rcreals  so  clearly,  that,  no  one  can  fail  to  see,  the  inconsistencies  which  can  come 
only  from  one  who,  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  the  good  name  and  honor  of  his 
Migbbor,  tries  to  palliate  and  cover  up  his  own  shameful  and  punishable  conduct. 
Meter  de  Wint  pretends,  "to  have  been  examined  by  Rev.  Wynstok  on  1  Pet.  2:25. 
lad  on  some  other  theological  points;"  but  he  openly  confesses,  "that  he  had  neither 
Pntcbed  nor  been  examined  in  the  languages,  either  by  Rev.  Wynstok  or  by  the 
Qaaala."    Is  it  possible  to  conceive  greater  ignorance  In  Church  matters,  or  more 
BQBtradictions  in  a  matter  of  that  kind?    For  all  those  statements  remarkably  tend 
toeonvlnce  every  one  who  looks  Into  them,  of  P.  de  Wlnt's  lying  spirit    How  was 
^t  examination  on  1  Pet.  2:26  carred  on,  seeing  that  the  testimonial  states,  as 
ibore  alleged,  that  he  preached  from  that  text?    How  about  the  theological  points 
tt the  exclusion  of  the  Sacred  Languages?    What  points  were  they?    How  was  Rev. 
^jnatok  qualified;  and  how  could  he  examine  therein  a  person  whom  he  knew 
*tut  et  in  lute,  had  never  attended  a  theological  college;  or  even  remained  long 
<K)afb  at  Harderwyk  to  learn  Hebrew  by  private  instruction  of  the  late  Rev.  Jac. 
"therslager.    This  is  evident  from  his  slyly  trying  to  escape  the  examination  in 
•osnages?    How  was  it  possible  for  him  to  pass  over  the  examination  in  the  Sacred 
uigoages?   And  how  could  that  examination  take  place  without  the  Classis  not 
'l7>  but,  as  the  event  proved,  without  any  foreknowledge  or  consent  of  that  Classis. 
Id  contrary  to  its  established  order?    When  then,  and  in  what  form,  was  that 
Hslled  examination  held?   No  matter  for  the  discrepancy,  de  Wlnt  says  "that 
e  accompanying  original  testimonial  of  candidacy,  signed  by  Rev.  Medenbach  as 
snlar  scribe  of  the  last  meeting  of  Classis,  was  delivered  to  him  by  Rev.  Wynstok." 
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Every  exprossion  occurring  here  is  an  untruth,  for  It  is  notoriously  false  that  Rff. 
A.  1>.  Medenbaoh,  who  never  made  the  acquaintance  of  P.  de  Wint,  was  the  regolar 
scribe  of  the  Classls  In  1749.  However,  In  the  said  year,  1749,  a  **Cla8HB  confuMfi* 
was  held  at  Harderwyk  for  the  flnal  examination  of  Rev.  H.  Rlbt>er8.  of  wlikh, 
according  to  classical  usage,  the  Deputies  of  the  three  districts  were  moderttoOb 
and  also  examiners.  So  de  Wint  prcKuniably  called  to  mind  the  name  of  Ber. 
Medenbaoh  that  of  a  neighboring  minister  who  often  came  to  what  was 
his  lodging  place;  and  so  also,  without  further  thought,  made  use  of  the 
Harderwyk  Classls. 

If  the  man  had  been  flt  for  examination,  and  if  he  had  been  legalized,  (which 
not  the  case,)  he  could  for  the  usual  fee  of  thirty  guilders;  have  been  examined  Vf 
that  "Classls  contracta":  and  thus  fulls  to  the  ground,  as  false,  that  pretendfi 
effort  on  the  part  of  Rev.  Wynstok  to  dissaude  him  from  calling  a  meeting  of  Claflli 
to  avoid  expense.  This  has  been  made  out  to  be  the  unfortunate  bottom  of  soek  i 
fatal  occurrence.  If  we  were  In  possession  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  classical  tffltt- 
monlal.  the  original  of  which  P.  de  Wint  laid  before  the  Rev.  Coetus,  but  a  copy  tf 
which  only  has  come  to  your  Revs.'  hands,  we  should  be  able  to  make  the  necesMiy 
observations  on  the  hand- writing  and  the  signature,  for  both  the  one  and  the  other 
are  clearly  fal.«e. 

P.  de  Wint,  in  order  to  protect  himself  against  all  attack  on  acconnt  of  mtk 
doings,  does  not  hesitate  to  declare  Rev.  Wynstok  to  be  the  guilty  man,  and  hte- 
self  innocent;  insinuating  also,  as  he  does,  that  Rev.  Wynstok  must  be  goUty  tf 
falsifying  which  Is  worthy  of  severe  punishment,  in  a  matter  of  such  great  moraeat 
and  of  such  far  reaching  consequences.  For  de  Wint  says  **that  he  gave  Bev. 
Wynstok  six  ducats  for  that  testimonial."  But  where  did  that  happen?  Did  hell 
person,  or  through  someone  else,  pay  that  money  to  Rev.  Wynstok?  If  thrangh 
someone  else— and  it  seems  to  point  that  way— then  who  is  that  man?  Where  doss 
he  live? 

Now,  in  order  to  prevent  people  from  not  accepting  these  statements,  for  the 
reason  that  Rev.  Wynstok  could  not  keep  himself  from  being  exposed,  one  Ue  Is 
piled  up  on  top  of  the  other.  For,  to  that  end,  is  gotten  up  the  condition  wMch 
Rev.  Wynstok  is  said  to  have  made,  **that  P.  de  Wint  must  not  accept  a  call,  ar 
become  a  minister,  or  even  show  his  testimonial  in  Holland,  nor  preach  there;  hat 
only  in  the  West  Indies."  Here  de  Wint  speaks  first  of  becoming  a  minister,  tM 
then  of  preaching;  and  of  Rev.  Wynstok's  giving  him  the  liberty  to  do  each  of  the 
things  in  the  West  Indies.  Evidently,  if  one  should  be  at  all  disposed  to  admit  the 
truth  of  this  statement,  one  must  conclude  that  Rev.  Wynstok— not  to  speak  of  t 
wicked  perversity— was  as  Ignorant  in  clnirch  matters  at  that  time  as  P.  de  WIM 
who  clearly  shows  that  he  neither  had  then,  nor  has  now,  any  knowledge  of 
matters  whatever.  How  could  de  Wint,  in  afflciating  as  a  candidate  In  the 
Indies,  expect  to  keep  himself  concealed  from  the  Classls  In  the  Fatherland?  Oi; 
how  could  he  possibly  gain  his  end  In  the  West  Indies  without  being  commlsatoni 
from  the  Fatherland.  In  a  close  defence  on  questions  put  to  P.  de  Wint  by  the  Bef. 
Coetus,  his  reply  to  the  inquiry,  "Why  he  had  willingly  and  knowingly  deceived  the 
Classls  by  presenting  false  Certificates",  was  the  bare  pretext  of  ignorance.  He 
conld  not  do  otherwise.  When  it  was  insisted,  "whether  de  Wint  did  not  kU0m, 
then,  that  he  had  not  been  examined  by  the  Classls  In  full,  or  by  Rev.  Wynatok  ta 
the  languages,"  he  could  get  no  farther  with  his  reply  than  pretend  the  same  Ifiiar- 
ance  which  he  pleaded  in  the  case  of  the  falseness  of  the  testimonials. 

If  that  wretched  man  were  In  this  country.  It  would  not  do  to  rest  nntil  he  had 
l>een  Judicially  obliged  to  name  and  show  up  the  author,  composer  and  writer,  tad 
also  the  signer  of  the  testimonial— both  the  ecclesiastical  and  the  classical.  Far  a 
falsification,  worthy  of  extreme  punishment,  has  thus  been  committed,  aggravafid 
by  the  suspicion  cast  upon  Rev.  Wynstok.  On  l>eing  more  closely  pressed,  de  Wtat 
will  be  obliged  to  say  that  he  suspected  no  wrong,  by  reason  of  the  promise  which. 
aa  It  were,  he  had  to  make  to  Rev.  Wynstok.  Evidently  the  one  thing  overthiavt 
the  other.  Did  deWInt,  then,  deceive  Rev.  Wynstok?  and  Is  he  asked,  why  he  dM 
that?— his  answer  would  give  the  modest  reason,  the  Increase  of  his  aeal  for  preach- 
ing—that  preaching  which  he  himself  assumed  without  having  been  legally  qnallflH. 
or  at  all  admitted  thereto.  Inconceivable  Impudence!  We  refrain  at  preaent  fro* 
dlacloslng  the  true  cause  of  P.  de  Wlnt's  zeal  In  the  ministry;  not  only  hecaaw 
there  la  no  doubt  of  Ita  reyeallng  Itaelf,  if  it  has  not  already  become  known. 
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We  hold,  therefore,  that  the  Coetas  was  fully  In  the  right  when,  upon  such  a  bad 
defence,  it  ordered  a  suspension  of  his  services,  as  we  have  learned,  it  did.  It  is  to 
be  noticed  that  in  his  writing  to  the  Rev.  Glassls  of  Amsterdam  on  August  20  and 
Not.  10.  1751  concerning  the  manner  of  his  obtaining  the  testimonials.  P  de  Wint  did 
indeed  advert  to  it,  as  the  Coetus  had  done,  but  somewhat  more  fully.  As  we  have 
not  received  the  so-called  fuller  statements  of  P.  de  Wint.  we  make  no  remarks  on 
it  here,  save  that,  as  his  entire  tactics  are  openly  false  and  abomniably  deceitful,  as 
tliey  truly  are,  and  will  so  remain,  that  fuller  statement  of  P.  de  Wint  can  be  noth- 
ing else  than  the  fabrication  of  some  more  of  his  consummate  lying,  to  use  no  severe 
language. 

At  the  latest  stage  mentioned,  we  see  dc  Wint  in  his  wdting  to  the  Kev.  Glassls 
exonerating  Bev.  Al.  Van  Medenbach  of  all  accusations  by  saying.  *'As  to  the  testi- 
monial which  I  have  of  Mr.  Wynstok— that  Is  signed  by  the  name  of  Rev.  Meden- 
bach"; bat  whether  that  is  the  hand-writing  of  Rev.  Medenbach,  he  professes  not  to 
know.  It  must,  therefore,  follow  that  the  blame  rests  on  Rev.  Wynstok.  It  is 
settled  then— to  speak  plainly— that  either  Rev.  Wynstok  or  P.  de  Wint  is  a  refined 
rascal;  or,  as  there  is  no  other  alternation,  they  must  both  be  of  that  description,  as 
having  in  collusion,  willingly,  knowingly  and  pusposely  devised  and  carried  out  that 
evU  piece  of  business.  P.  de  Wint  appears  at  last  to  mistrust  himself  and  his  case; 
for  "at  first  he  is  said  to  have  made  objection,  etc.;  he  seemed  also  to  be  able  to 
name  the  person  who  brought  him  the  testimonial  from  Rev.  Wynstok."  But  why 
not  give  the  name  and  the  residence  of  the  man  who  brought  It?  That  was  the  way 
to  end  the  matter,  whereas  de  WMnt  now  protends  that  it  was  Rev.  Wynstok's 
desire  that  he  should  not  name  the  man.  If  now  there  is  laid  along  side  of  that 
what  Eer.  Wynstok  wrote  in  1761.  to  inform  your  Revs,  of  how  de  Wint  left  Harder- 
wyk  without  letting  anybody  know  about  LIm,  save  once  by  mouth  from  Rotterdam. 
one  can  look  this  He  in  the  throat. 

That  de  Wint  also  sees  this  and  therefore  avoids  rendering  proof  Is  evident  from 
bis  next  pretension,  that  he  had  torn  up  or  lost  the  letter  by  which  he  thought  he 
eould  prove  tliat  Rev.  Wynstok  had  sent  him  the  testimonial.  That  disparity  Is  a 
little  too  great,  and  the  ignorance  with  regard  to  it  is  Inexcusable.  His  imprudence 
iB  a  matter  of  such  consequence  to  him  displays  great  slovenliness,  especially  as 
that  windy  maater  of  lies  presumed  that  Rev.  Wynstok  had  died  In  consequence  of 
hit  continued  illness  and  feebleness  at  the  time,  and  that,  therefore.  Rev.  Meden- 
bach who,  as  per  above,  was  so  cautiously  spared,  might  deny  the  whole  transac- 
tlim,  declare  it  a  lie  and  false,  and  persist  in  doing  so  until  proved  to  the  contrary 
bj  P.  de  Wint.  At  last  P.  de  Wint  takes  refuse  In  a  petition,  and  writes  clearly 
that  be  liaa  l>een  deceived  by  Rev.  Wynstok.  In  the  end  the  matter  had  to  come 
down  to  this. 

Ber.  Wynstok  declares  this,  as  well  as  the  foregoing,  to  be  an  atrocious  calumny 
aad  injury,  perpetrated  against  him  by  P.  de  Wint  in  a  most  serious  affair,  affect- 
ing hla  person  and  tils  office,  before  respectable  ecclesiastical  Assemblies  at  home 
and  abroad;  redress  for  which  is  to  be  demanded,  not  only  from  ecclesiastical  but 
alio  from  civil  authorities.  As  already  mentioned,  getting  such  redress  would  not 
be  delayed  if  P.  de  Wint  were  In  this  country  or  there  were  some  effectual  way 
opoi  for  it  elsewhere.  When  all  this  is  well  considered,  it  will  abundantly  Justify 
the  conclusion  that  that  notorious  P.  de  Wint  Is  a  godless  and  Impudent  deceiver, 
nar  and  slanderer.  The  foregoing.  Very  Rev.  Sirs,  will  suffice  to  throw  light  on  the 
statements  made  by  P.  de  Wint.  May  God  have  mercy  on  him  unto  his  repentance 
and  healing! 

Having  hereby  at  this  time  obeyed  the  instruction  of  the  Rev.  Glassls  of  Neder 
Teluwe.  so  far  as  I  consider  myself  conversant  with  the  circumstances.  I  leave  this 
inatteF— which  possibly  never  had  Its  like  and  never  will  have— to  your  Revs.' 
providential  action. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Glassls  of  Neder  Veluwe.  the  Rev.  Sirs  and 
Brethren  have  the  prayers  for  all  divine  illumination,  grace  and  blessing  upon  their 
assemblies,  weighty  administrations,  honored  persons  and  families,  particularly  of 
the  writer  also  who  with  all  affection  and  reverence  Is  and  remains, 

Veiy  Reverend,  Qodly  and  Learned  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your  Very  Reverences' 

Obedient  Servant  and  Fellow  Brother, 

Petrus  Wynstok,  Ecdes. 

Harderwic.    Glass.  Infer.  Velavlae  Actuarius. 
Wett  If  aM, 

Jnly  U,  1181 
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1702 

St.  Geoege^s  Chapel,  July  13,  1752. 

"Last  Wednesday  (being  the  Daj  appointed)  was  opened  St.  George's  Ckapit 
npon  which  Occasion,  the  Rector,  Assistant.  Church  Wardens,  and  Vettiy,  of  Titittf 
Church  assembled  in  the  Vestry-Room.  In  the  Charity  School-House,  where  tkf 
were  met  by  some  of  the  Town  and  neighbouring  Clergy,  and  other  Oentlemci  k 
Distinction,  from  whence  they  set  out  In  regular  Form  and  Order,  attended  hy  tit 
Charity  Scholars,  40  Boys  and  12  Girls,  who  walked  before  In  Pairs,  with  tWk 
School  Master  at  the  Head  of  them;  and  at  the  City  Hall,  were  joined  hy  tit 
Mayor.  Recorder.  Aldennen,  and  Common  Council.  After  which,  they  all  proeesM 
to  the  Chapel,  where  Divine  Service  was  performed,  with  the  utmost  Decency  ill 
Propriety.  The  whole  Ceremony  concluded  with  an  excellent  Sermon,  preached  If 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Barclay.  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  suitable  to  the  Oeeiilii 
from  these  Words,  Lev.  xxvl,  2,~Reverence  my  Sanctuary:  I  am  the  Lord."— Dirt 
ttist.  Trinity  Church,  pp.  260-L 


Acts  of  the  Culssis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  to  Churches  in  Foreign  Lands,  New  York,  Befrgen, 

Kingston. 

1752,  July  17th.  Art  2.  A  letter  was  read  to  be  sent  to  the 
Coetus  of  New  York,  to  seek  to  pacify  the  differences  there.  This 
was  approved.  Also  a  letter  to  Bergen  in  (and)  Staten  Island, 
and  another  to  Kingston  as  w;ell  as  to  the  Consistory  at  New  Ptlte. 
These  were  approved,  and  shall  be  forwarded,     xii.  290. 

P.  de  Wind. 

Art  5.  Regarding  the  case  of  Peter  de  Wind :  Report  came  in 
from  the  Classis  of  Nether  Veluwe,  in  which  the  resolution  con- 
ceming  his  deposition  was  repeated.  Notice  thereof  was  therefore 
given  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  and  the  Consistory  of  Bergen 
in  (and)  Staten  Island.  The  letter  of  Rev.  Wynstok,  minister  at 
Harderwyk,  shall  bo  answered,     xii.  290. 

Letters. 

Art  6  ad  Art  6,  preced.  Classis. 

1.  The  letter  from  Rev.  Haaghoort 

2.  The  letter  from  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde. 

3.  The  case  of  Bril. 

4.  The  case  of  Surinama 

These  all  remain  in  statu,     xii.  291. 
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Final  Examination. 

Art  10.  Eevs.  Jacob  (James)  Frielinghuysen,  Barend  Vro- 
man,  and  Ferdinand  Frielinghuysen,  licentiates,  (examinandi,) 
Trere  first  allowed  to  preach  on  the  trial  texts  assignd  to  thenu 
They  were  listened  to  with  much  satisfaction  by  the  High  Eev. 
Mr.  Deputy  and  the  Rev.  Classis.  They  were  subsequently  exam- 
ined by  Rev.  Wena,  minister  at  Weesp,  in  the  two  original  tongues 
of  the  Bible,  and  in  the  principal  articles  of  Sacred  Theology. 
In  these  they  gave  very  great  satisfaction  to  the  Rev.  Assembly 
by  their  prompt  and  judicious  answers,  so  that  with  the  consent 
of  all  they  were  confirmed  to  the  service  of  the  Church  in  North 
America,  in  the  province  of  New  York,  whereto  they  are  lawfully 
called. 

For  the  rest,  the  Rev.  Examiner  was  thanked,  and  the  exam- 
inees were  wished  God's  most  precious  grace  and  blessing.  They 
thereupon  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord,  and  at  the  same  time 
promised  to  read  the  Forms  of  Baptism  and  the  Supper  without 
Aanga  They  also  repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Rev. 
Bekker  and  Prof.  Reel.  Finally  they  were  ordained  and  conse- 
crated to  the  ministry  of  the  Sacred  Gospel,  by  the  Examiner, 
with  the  laying  on  of  hands,     xii.  292. 

Synodalia. 

Typographical  Errors  in  Bibles, 

Psalm-books,  and  Liturgies. 

Art  20.  ad  20.  The  Classis  has  at  present  no  new  examples 
(of  errors)  but  hopes  to  see  the  plan  submitted,  carried  into  effect ; 
^d  that  consideration  may  be  given  to  the  proposition  of  Utrecht^ 
especially,  because  in  the  copy  (of  the  Liturgy)  of  Anno  1611, 
^hich  is  in  use  in  our  Classis,  the  Formula  is  thus  found. 

The  remark  made  by  us  last  year,  (July  19,  1751),  on  the 
passage  Job  40 :  1,  is  a  mistake ;  because  there  is  another  division 
of  chapters  in  the  Hebrew,     xii.  295. 

Classical  Assembly. 

Art.  36  ad  as.  The  Ck>mmittee  ad  Synodam  shall  add  this  as  a  supplement  regard- 
^t  Peter  de  Wind. 
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B7  virtue  of  a  written  request  of  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  aai 

upon  the  exhibiting  of  ecclesiastical  and  Classical  certificates,  the  Glasais  ezamlaei 

him  (Peter  de  Wind),  finally,  in  February  1749,  and  ordained  him  for  Bergen  in  Oud) 

Staten  Island.    There  subsequently  arose  certain  injurious  rumors  about  him  aftir 

his  departure  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York.    These  were  conveyed  thither,  and  he  vts 

notified  that  he  must  make  bis  defense  before  that  Coetus.  in  reference  to  the  Btf. 

Classls  of  Nether  Veluwe.    It  appeared  from  this  defense,  compared  with  the 

lotion  of  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Nether  Veluwe.  that  the  aforesaid  Peter  de  Wind 

made  use  of  forged  certificates.    Therefore  the  Classls,  detesting  such  wicked 

duct,  deposed  aforesaid  Peter  de  Wlnt  and  declared  him  incapable  of  ever  exereislaff 

any  ecclesiastical  functions.    Notice  of  this  was  given  to  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New 

York,  and  to  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  urging  them  to  deal  with 

him  as  such  a  one  (deserved). 

XILWL 


Acts  of  thk  Culssis  of  Amsterdam. 

(The  Frielinghuysens  and  Vroman.) 

[Statement  to  be  sent  to  SyncKi?] 

Art  46.  There  were  examined  finally,  and  ordained  as  minift- 
ters  in  the  province  of  New  York,  in  North  America,  on  July  17, 
1752,  three  candidates  from  Utrecht,  namely,  Eev.  Ferdinand 
Frielinghiiysen,  as  minister  for  Kinderhook  in  the  county  of 
Albany;*  Eev.  Jacob  (James)  Frielinghuysen,  as  minister  for 
Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsing  in  the  county  of  Ulster; 
Rev.  Barend  Vroman,  as  minister  for  New  Paltz,  Shawangunk 
and  Wallkil,  in  the  county  of  Ulster,     xii.  303. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Coetus,  July  17,  1752. 

Vol.  30,  page  260,  No.  146.    Ref.  xxiv.  11. 

To  the  Rev.  Coetus  at  New  York. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

We  have  been  honored  with  a  letter  signed  by  Rev.  Leydt  as 
President  and  Rev.  Goetschius  as  Scribe,  in  the  name  of  the 
Coetus  of  New  York,  of  Oct  18,  1751.  This  was  sent  to  us  xmder 
cover  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  Nov.  15,  1751.  There 
were  in  addition  the  original  Classical  certificate  of  P.  De  Wind; 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  same,  previously  written  to  Rev.  Sdiet 

•Albany  oounty,  N.  Y.  embraced  all  of  the  state  north  of  Dutcbees  and  Ulafcer  oeuny^ 
until  1778.   Columbia  oouot7«  in  which  Kinderhook  is  now  situated,  waa  erected  In  Vm, 
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;  a  private  ktter  from  De  Wind,  and  one  from  his  oongre- 

1,  signed  by  two  elders  of  Bergen,  dated  Nov.  9,  1751. 
i  learn  from  your  letters  the  line  of  defence  adopted  by  De 
J  when  cited  before  you,  and  that  he  was  suspended  by  you 
the  use  and  administration  of  the  sacraments.  We  hope  that 
tier  of  Nov.  23rd,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Classis  of  Neder 
ve  of  May  12,  1751,  with  the  statement  of  Eev.  Wynstdk 
;t.  2nd,  1751,  have  come  to  your  hands.  These  all  tend  to 
that  our  suspicions  in  reference  to  the  extravagantly  deceitful 
ct  of  this  man  were  not  without  foundation.  We  conmiuni- 
the  contents  of  your  above  mentioned  letters,  as  soon  as 
Ae,  to  the  Bev.  Classis  of  Neder  Yeluwe,  and  requested  a 
This  we  are  daily  expecting,  and  will  probably  receive 
>  this  letter  is  despatched  to  you.  We  will  inform  you  of 
soon  as  possibla 

7.  Ritzema  gives  us  an  accoimt  of  Rev.  John  Aemilius  Wer- 
— ^how  he  has  requested  to  be  accepted  as  a  member  of  Rev. 
js^  with  his  congregation  at  Stone  Arabia,  but  that  you  would 
^knowledge  him  as  a  lawful  pastor  there,  or  accept  him  as 
nber  of  your  Assembly,  without  our  knowledge.  This  led 
examine  the  certificates  of  Mr.  Wemich,  of  which  Rev.  Rit- 
sent  us  copies.  We  found  them  to  be  of  such  a  character, 
sre  approve  your  resolution  as  prudent  We  observe,  in  refer- 
X)  them. 

That  the  certificate  of  Prof.  Brumings  alone  testifies  that  he 
,udied,  but  only  that  he  has  made  a  beginning  in  his  studies. 
That  the  certificate  of  the  Director  and  Vice-Director  of 
onsistory  at  Heidelberg,  dated  Sept.  22,  1744,  is  only  a  per- 
3n  for  him  to  exercise  himself  in  preaching  and  in  the  hold- 
f  prayer-meetings.  This  the  students  request  and  practise 
Lst  for  one  year,  previous  to  their  being  accepted  as  candi- 
in  the  Palatinate. 

That  the  certificate  signed  at  Ossingen,  March  3rd  1749, 
^tifies  that  he  filled  a  vicarate  there,  and  conducted  himself 
in  that  office.  Now  we  know  from  parties  who  are  thor- 
Y  acquainted  with  the  Church  Order  of  the  Palatinate,  that 
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this  duty  is  frequently  performed  there  by  those  who  are  not  even 
candidates. 

4.  That  the  certificate  of  thirty-two  persons,  who  call  themr 
selves  the  Consistory  of  Stone  Arabia,  dated  July  14,  1751,  CHily 
testifies  that  they  are  pleased  with  his  ministry.  We  do  not  sap- 
pose  that  all  these  thirty-two  individuals  can  be  members  of  hii 
consistory,  but  rather  of  the  congr^ation. 

Since,  therefore,  in  not  one  of  these  certificates  separately,  nor 
in  all  of  them  together,  is  there  a  single  proof  that  said  Jdm 
Aemilius  Wemich  has  ever  been  lawfully  made  a  candidate  or 
minister,  therefore  it  is  our  opinion  that  prudence  demands: 

1.  That  said  John  Aemilius  Wemich  cannot  be  recognized  u 
either  candidate  or  minister,  except  according  to  the  usual  Chuidi 
Order,  viz.,  by  sustaining  an  examination  for  licensure  and  OTdi- 
nation. 

2.  That  we  cannot  permit  this  examination  to  be  held  by  the 
Coetus.  We  have  indeed  permitted  such  a  course,  heretofore,  occa- 
sionally, in  particular  cases;  but  we  are  too  much  bound  by 
Synodical  rules  to  accord  such  privileges  hereafter,  upon  our  own 
authority.  We  are  the  less  able  to  grant  such  permission,  becausa 
complaints  have  been  made  against  us  for  so  doing.  It  is,  there- 
fore, best  that  Eev.  Wemich  appear  before  the  Classis  for  exam- 
ination and  ordination,  provided  he  can  present  a  proper  call, 
and  also  a  certificate  of  church-membership,  and  that  he  is  sound 
in  doctrine  and  consistent  in  life. 

The  consistory  of  Amsterdam  has  reported  to  us  that  Ke7. 
Abraham  Rosekrans  exhibited  to  them  his  call  to  become  pastor 
at  Bumitsfield,  Herkimer  (Herkimer  Co.)  in  North  America; 
also  his  due  qualification  as  minister  by  the  Eev.  Consistory  of 
Heidelberg.  The  Consistory  learning  that  this  gentleman  could 
not  remain  in  Amsterdam  long  enough  to  present  himself  before 
our  Assembly,  embraced  the  opportunity,  after  expressing  their 
best  wishes  for  himself  and  his  ministry,  urgently  to  counsel  him 
to  join  himself  to  the  Eev.  Coetus.  We  have  endorsed  the  action 
of  the  Consistory  (of  Amsterdam),  and  we  hereby  inform  you 
of  it    We  doubt  not  you  will  avail  yourselves  of  this  informatiQii 
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I  a  proper  opportunity  occurs.  We  wish  that  this  gentleman 
addressed  himself  to  us  for  the  procuring  of  his  ordination, 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  such  ordinations  have  ever 
rred  by  your  direction :  and  so  we  trust,  that  you  will  as  far 
3ssible,  ever  take  care  that  this  Classis  is  not  passed  by  in 
ar  cases. 

would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  us  if  we  had  received  a 
of  the  Minutes  of  the  regular  Coetus  of  September,  and  of 
jxtra  session  in  October,  1751.  From  them  we  could  have 
led  something  definite  about  the  disputes  on  Long  Island 
een  Hevs.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderen,  as  well  as  the  diflFer- 
i  between  the  Consistories  of  Kingston  and  New  Paltz.  The 
would  have  been  especially  serviceable  to  us,  in  connection 
Rev.  Vrooman's  presenting  himself  before  us  to  be  examined 
icensure  and  ordination;  but  we  learn  from  a  private  letter 
we  will  not  receive  them,  until  they  have  been  resumed  and 
:>ved  at  the  following  Coetus.  We  are  willing  to  believe  that 
have  taken  such  resolution  by  reasons  which  you  deem  suffi- 
.  Be  not  offended.  Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren,  when  we  put 
matter  before  you  in  all  friendliness  and  modesty,  whether 
delay  in  sending  over  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus  and  the 
'  reports,  will  not  prolong  the  lingering  disputes,  and  make 
3rs  worse.  Consider  whether  the  Minutes  of  Coetus  could 
n  some  way  be  ready  by  the  close  of  the  Assembly.  The 
ites  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  which  are  of 
I  greater  extent,  and  although  that  Assembly  is  only  a  few 
in  session,  are  read  before  the  close  of  the  Assembly,  and 
^nticated  by  the  signature  of  the  President,  Assessor  and 

our  extraordinary  session  on  the  3rd  of  this  month,  (July, 
,) .  Messrs.  Jacobus  and  Ferdinand  Frielinghuyzen  and 
at  Vrooman  presented  before  us.  They  had  been  examined 
censure,  and  constituted  with  honor,  candidates  in  the  Classis 
arecht,  June  7,  1752.  The  first  showed  a  call  to  Marbletown, 
ester  and  Wawarsing;  the  second  a  call  to  Kinderhook;  the 
,  a  call  to  New  Paltz,  Shawaugunk  and  Wallkill.     They 
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requested  to  be  examined  to-day  for  ordination,  and  to  be  ordained* 
We  have  acceded  to  their  request^  upon  condition  that  the  parties 
who  signed  Mr.  Yrooman's  call  -were  qualified  legally  to  do  80. 
All  three,  in  accordance  with  our  earnest  exhortation  and  admoni- 
tion thereto  agreed  to  join  the  Coetus,  provided  that  their  Ckm- 
sistories  consent  thereto.  They  also  agreed  that  should  any 
member  of  their  Consistories  have  scruples  thereabout,  that  thej 
would  urge  all  such,  otmU  meliore  modo,  by  persuasive  motives. 
But  as  we  informed  you  in  our  letter  of  Oct  4,  1751,  we  appiofs 
the  call  of  Bev.  Vrooman  with  the  condition  of  assuranoe  that 
thereby  peace  between  New  Paltz  and  Kingston  would  be  affected, 
and  bitter  discord  not  promoted  thereby.  We  hope  that  liiose 
affairs  may  now  be  settled.  And  inasmuch  as  Kev.  Vrooman  has 
offered  himself  for  examination,  we  found  ourselves  compelled 
to  express  our  judgment  upon  these  disputes,  according  to  the 
light  obtainable  from  the  letters  of  each  side  while  we  pointed 
out  a  way  of  peace;  for  our  hope  of  such  settlement  had  not 
been  realized  so  far  as  we  know. 

1.  Concerning  the  question  whether  the  church  of  New  Falts 
is  dependent  upon  that  of  Kingston,  or  whether  it  is  independent^ 
reasons  pro  and  con  are  produced,  which  deserve  consideration. 
But  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  in  their  last  letter,  dated  Oct 
11th  1751,  again  solemnly  asserted  that  they  would  agree  to  the 
separation  of  the  Paltz,  when  conducted  in  a  legal  manner.  Hence 
the  reasons  pro  and  con  can  be  passed  by,  and  the  case  can  be 
determined  upon  its  own  merits.  These  are  that  New  Paltz,  by 
reason  of  its  great  distance  from  Kingston,  and  the  increase  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  by  its  present  ability  to  support  a  pastor,  may 
be  separated  from  Kingston,  and  be  regarded  as  a  separate  con- 
gregation. But  they  must  give  a  friendly  notice  thereof  to  tiie 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  even  as  they  have  done  to  the  Rev.  Coetofl. 
This  we  are  assured  they  will  not  refuse,  and  herewith  this  point 
may  be  considered  as  settled,  since  that  dispute  is  no  more  to  be 
brought  up. 

2.  As  regards  the  question  whether  the  members  who  adheie 
persistently  to  John  Van  Driessen  were  lawfuUy  censured  by  tiie 
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msistoiy  of  Kingston,  about  which  those  of  New  Paltz  have 
isgivings;  and  whether  the  members  received  by  John  Van 
riessen,  are  to  be  considered  as  members,  without  any  new  con- 
Bsion, — a  question  which  the  Consistory  of  Kingston  asks  of  us. 
e  judge  that  an  obstinate  adherence  to  John  Van  Driessen,  (who 
Lshed  himself  into  the  New  Paltz  church  to  the  injury  of  the 
ingston  people,  and  against  whom  Classis  has  for  several  years 
sued  warnings,  declaring  that  he  does  not  even  belong  to  our 
lurdi :)  most  certainly  makes  one  liable  to  censure.  But  when 
is  taken  into  consideration  that  such  conduct  was  not  done  for 
e  purpose  of  embracing  or  defending  some  heresy,  but  rather 
om  a  conviction  that  New  Paltz  to  be  recognized  as  independent 
»f  Kingston;)  and  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  in  such  cases 
^Tsons  sometimes  act  a  little  hastily ; — ^we  are  of  the  opinion — 
m  that  the  separation  is  agreed  on, — ^that  those  members  who 
long  to  New  Paltz  or  Kingston,  respectively,  might  be  held  not 
have  been  censured ;  and  if  any  record  has  been  made  of  it,  to 
Id  a  note  that  all  these  afPairs  have  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction 
•  all  parties;  provided  that  these  members  confess,  either  before 
Committee  of  the  Coetus,  or  each  one  before  his  own  Consistory, 
lat  they  adhere  to  the  pure  Eef  ormed  Doctrine  embraced  in  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  to  the  thirty-seven  articles  of  the 
etherlands  Confession  of  Faith,  and  place  themselves  in  sub- 
ction  to  the  Church  Order.  This  can  be  done  without  exactly 
quiring  of  them  anew  a  confession  of  their  faith.  In  this  way 
1  disagreements  and  unpleasantnesses, — ^both  on  account  of  the 
liion  of  Sev.  Mancius  and  his  Consistory  at  Kingston,  and  on 
xx>unt  of  what  was  done  by  Rev.  De  Vas,  emeritus  pastor  there, 
I  well  as  that  which  was  done  by  Rev.  Gt)etschius,  on  which 
rtain  remarks  might  be  made, — come  to  an  end. 
8.  As  regards  the  question  whether  the  Consistory  of  New  Paltz 
ast  be  considered  as  lawfully  constituted:  We  judge  that  the 
ftv.  Coetus  might  well  have  delayed  the  appointment  of  a  Con- 
jtory  there,  for  a  time;  and  the  consideration  of  the  reasons,  pro 
id  con  for  a  separation,  ought  to  have  been  submitted  to  a  com- 
ittee  of  more  than  one  minister ;  and  on  general  principles,  those 
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people  should  have  been  avoided  who  adhere  to  John  Van  DriesseD. 
But  considering  that  the  two  previous  points  are  now  disposed  of, 
this  third  point  of  consideration  may  well  be  dropped;  for  the 
Consistory  of  Kingston  declares  that  it  has  nothing  against  die 
other  Consistory,  when  the  legal  separation  of  New  Paltz  is  aooom- 
plished ;  and  that  the  call  of  Rev.  Vrooman  by  that  Consistory,  is 
to  be  referred  to  the  Church  of  New  Paltz. 

We  trust  that  these,  our  decisions,  may  be  quietly  thought  over 
by  all  parties,  and  that  they  will  conduct  themselves  acoordin^y; 
that  they  will  overlook,  forget  and  forgive  in  one  another  what- 
ever may  have  caused  any  unpleasantness,  and  so  Peace  may  be 
restored.  To  this  end  we  have  written  a  letter  also  to  the  Con- 
sistory of  New  Paltz,  entirely  similar  to  this  one,  so  far  as  relates 
to  these  differences,  with  friendly  exhortations  to  them  to  establish 
peace.  We  have  also  written  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  and 
have  also  urged  them  to  join  the  Rev.  Coetus,  even  as  we  ha?e 
praised  those  of  New  Paltz  for  having  already  done  so.  We  notify 
you  of  these  things,  not  doubting  but  that  you  will,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, promote  peace,  on  the  lines  suggested. 

With  sorrow  we  have  learned  of  the  death  of  the  worthy  Rev. 
(Gualterus)  Du  Bois.  We  hope  that  this  breach  may  speedily 
be  healed,  through  the  favor  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Church  of  New  York. 

Yesterday  there  came  into  the  hands  of  our  Committee,  and 
which  to-day  was  communicated  to  us,  the  resolutions  of  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe,  dated  April  25,  1752,  together  with  a 
letter  from  Rev.  Wynstok.  We  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
and  an  extract  from  the  letter.  We  have  deliberated  on  these 
communications,  and  have  resolved  to  refuse  the  request  of  the 
Consistory  of  Bergen  on  (and)  Staten  Island  to  allow  P.  De  Wind 
to  remain  as  their  pastor.  Your  action  in  regard  to  De  Wind  we 
r^ard  as  entirely  prudent.  Having  dispassionately  considered, 
in  the  fear  of  God,  everything  that  has  been  brought  before  us  in 
this  case,  we  abide  by  our  resolution  sent  to  you  on  Nov.  23,  1751, 
and  judge  P.  De  Wind  worthy  of  being  deposed  de  facto.  There- 
fore we  reiterate,  if  our  resolution  has  not  yet  been  put  in  exectt- 
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ion,  that  he  must  be  deposed  and  incapacitated  from  ever  holding 

ny  office  in  the  church.    Whence  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  course, 

hat  he  must  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  member  under  censure. 

Ve  shall  give  notice  of  this  resolution  at  the  Christian  Synod  to 

•e  held  at  Alkmaar  during  the  coming  week.    We  have  also  written 

his  week  to  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  and 

dvised  them  to  take  counsel  with  the  Coetus  in  such  an  Tinheard 

f  case,  of  which  we  have  learned  with  disgust  and  consternation. 

le  Consistory  will  act  in  conjunction  with  you,  that  this  resolu- 

ion  may  take  efiFect  as  soon  as  possibla    Let  Peter  De  Wind  be 

emoved  from  the  pulpit  and  restrained  from  everything  connected 

ith  service  in  the  Church.    The  Classis  will  look  upon  everything 

hich  said  De  Wind  may  yet  undertake  (which  we  hope  he  may 

Dt  do,)  after  the  announcement  of  our  resolution,  as  a  still  worse 

itrusion  into  the  Sacred  Ministry,  and  we  declare  the  same  to  be 

ilawful  and  of  no  validity  in  the  Church  of  God. 

We  wish  you  aU  necessary  wisdom  and  prudence,  that  you  may 

aploy  all  your  powers  with  holy  zeal  for  the  removal  of  offences 

icasioned  by  this  affair.    May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  your  house- 

>lds,  and  make  the  churches  entrusted  to  your  oversight  a  joy  in 

e  earth. 

Signed  as  before, 
msterdam,  in  our 

Classical  Assembly, 

July  17, 1752. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

he  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Worthy  Consistory  of  New  Paltz, 

July  17,  1752.     Vol.  30,  No.  147.    Kef.  xxiv.  11. 

'orthy  Sirs  and  Brethren,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  in  the  Church 
at  New  Paltz : — 

On  the  10th  of  April  1752,  we  received  your  letter  of  Dec.  9th, 
r51,  from  which  we  learned,  to  our  sorrow,  of  the  disputes  be- 
reen  the  members  at  New  Paltz,  and  the  Consistory  at  Kings- 
wn. 
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The  contents  of  jour  letter  we  have  taken  into  serious  oonaid- 
eration,  and  compared  them  with  what  was  reported  to  us  from 
the  other  sida  We  have  been  careful  to  propose  a  setUemeiit  of 
the  difficulties  in  the  hope  that  peace  may  be  restored.  We  thm* 
fore  give  our  opinion  as  follows: 

1.  Upon  the  question  whether  New  Paltz  is  dependent  on  1j» 
Church  of  Kingston,  or  independent  of  it, — ^we  have  considend 
the  reasons,  pro  and  can.  And  since  the  Consistoiy  of  KingBtoa 
in  their  letter  of  Oct  11,  1751,  again  solenmly  asserted  that  ihej 
would  gladly  consent  to  a  proper  and  l^al  separation  of  the  Palti, 
therefore  the  reasons  pro  and  con  may  be  omitted,  and  the  case  ba 
determined  on  its  own  merits.  !N'ow  on  account  of  the  great  dis- 
tance of  New  Paltz  from  Kingston  and  the  increase  of  its  inlulh 
itants;  it  being  moreover  in  a  condition  to  support  a  pastor  at  ib 
own  expense ;  therefore  the  Paltz  may  be  separated  from  Elingston, 
and  be  considered  as  an  independent  congregation.  They  mns^ 
however,  give  friendly  notice  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  eron 
as  they  have  already  done  to  the  Coetus.  This  we  are  assured 
they  will  not  refuse.  Herewith  this  point  may  be  considered  » 
settled. 

2.  Upon  the  question  whether  those  members  who  adhere  per 
sistently  to  John  Van  Driessen  were  lawfully  censured  by  the 
Consistory  of  Kingston,  and  about  which  the  members  at  Neiw 
Paltz  have  many  misgivings;  and  whether  those  members  wh) 
were  received  by  John  Van  Driessen,  are  to  be  looked  upon  te 
members,  without  any  acknowledgements,  which  the  Consistory  of 
Kingston  asks  of  us : —  We  decide  that  an  obstinate  adherence  to 
John  Van  Driessen,  (who  pushed  himself  into  the  New  Palts,  to 
the  injury  of  the  Kingstown  people,  and  against  who  the  Claasie 
has  warned,  for  years  past,  that  he  does  not  belong  to  our  dburdi)— 
most  certainly  makes  one  liable  to  censure.  But  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  this  was  done,  not  to  embrace  or  give  en- 
couragement to  some  heresy,  but  rather  from  the  convictioii  that 
New  Paltz  ought  to  be  recognized  as  an  independent  church ;  and 
when  we  bear  in  mind  that  in  such  cases  people  act  rather  hastily: 
— we  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  since  the  separation  is  sffv 
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agreed  to,  that  those  members  who  l)elong  either  to  New  Paltz  or 
Kingstan,  may  be  considered  as  not  having  been  censured ;  and  if 
any  record  have  been  made  of  it,  to  further  note  that  these  matters 
have  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  But  then 
these  members  should  confess,  either  before  the  committee  of  the 
Coetus,  or  each  one  before  his  own  Consistory,  that  they  adhere  to 
the  pure  Reformed  Doctrine  embraced  in  the  Heidelberg  Cate- 
tiiism,  and  the  87  Articles  of  the  Netherlands  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  embmit  themselves  to  the  Church  Order,  without  exactly  re- 
quiring of  them  anew  a  confession  of  their  faith.  Thus  all  disa- 
greements and  impleasant  matters,  whether  caused  by  Bev.  Man- 
ms  and  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  or  by  de  Yas,  emeritus  paa- 
trar  there ;  or  caused  by  Eev.  Gk)etachius,  which  might  by  the  sub- 
ject of  remark, — oome  to  an  end. 

8.  Upon  the  question  whether  the  Consistory  of  New  Paltz 
iinist  be  endorsed  as  legally  constituted :  We  decide  that  the  Bev. 
Coetus  might  well  have  delayed  the  appointment  of  a  Consistory 
there  for  a  time;  and  that  the  reasons  adduced,  on  either  side, 
fro  and  can,  for  a  separation,  ought  to  have  been  decided  by  more 
than  one  minister ;  and  that  upon  the  whole,  those  persons  should 
have  been  avoided  who  adhere  to  John  Van  Driessen.  But  upon 
the  sapposition  that  the  two  previous  matters  are  settled,  this  oon- 
sideration  and  difficulty  may  be  dropped.  For  the  Consistory  of 
Sjngatown,  (permitting  that  Bev.  Yrooman,  called  there  by  that 
Consistory^  be  referred  to  the  Church  of  New  Paltz,)  acknowledges 
that  they  have  nothing  against  that  Consistory  when  the  New  Paltz 
is  l^ally  separated. 

We  troBt  that  these  our  conclusions  will  be  quietly  thought  over 
by  all  parties,  and  that  they  will  conduct  themselves  according  to 
oar  judgement  Overlook,  forget  and  forgive  in  one  another, 
whatever  may  have  caused  unpleasant  feelings,  and  thus  peace 
may  be  restored. 

4.  As  regards  your  request  that  we  should  examine  and  ordain 
88  niiiiister  to  New  Paltz,  Shawangunk  and  Wallkill,  the  Bev. 
Yrooman. — This  gentleman  was  examined  for  licensure  and  ac- 
cepted as  candidate  in  the  Classis  of  Utrecht  in  the  previous  month. 
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On  the  3rd  of  this  month  he  requested  to  be  examined  for  ordinft- 
tion  by  us,  to-day.  We  granted  this  request  upon  the  sappositioii 
that  the  signers  to  the  call  which  he  showed  us,  were  lawfuDy 
qualified  thereto.  We  have  therefore  examined  him  to-day,  and 
he  has  given  us  so  much  satisfaction,  that  we  have  qualified  and 
ordained  him  as  Pastor,  with  prayer  for  the  Lord's  blessing.  We 
therefore  heartily  wish,  for  you  and  the  congregations  united  w&l 
you,  that  the  Lord  may  richly  endow  this  Pastor  with  all  things 
necessary  for  the  success  of  his  ministry  among  you,  and  that  ho 
may  be  a  useful  instrument  in  God's  hand  to  extend  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ.  We  hope  therefore,  that  he  may  labor  among  you  as 
a  man  of  peace,  and  that  his  well-directed  efforts  to  this  end  may 
not  be  frustrated.  We  desire,  and  admonish  you  most  earnestly 
to  do  all  in  your  power  for  the  promotion  of  peace.  Do  not  there- 
fore make  any  objection  to  our  proposition  beforementicHied,  for 
the  removal  of  the  difficulties  with  the  people  of  Kingstown,  but 
let  everything  that  has  given  occasion  to  disagreement  on  either 
side  be  forgiven  and  forgotten.  For  does  it  not  bdioove  all 
Christians,  and  especially  the  Overseers  of  a  Church,  the  example 
of  whom  has  so  much  influence  on  the  congregation,  to  act  accord' 
ing  to  the  teaching  of  Paul,  (Col.  3:  13,)  "Forbearing  one 
another  in  love,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man  have  a 
quarrel  against  any ;  even  as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye." 
"  Be  of  one  mind;  live  in  peace;  and  the  Qod  of  love  and  peace 
shall  be  with  you." 

It  was  pleasant  to  learn  that  you  had  submitted  yourselves  to 
the  Rev.  Coetus.  We  hope  that  you  will  continue  therein.  We 
doubt  not  but  that  you  will  discover  that,  with  the  Lord's  blessing, 
this  will  be  a  happy  means  for  guarding  against  confusion 
and  disorder,  which  Independency  or  Congregationalism  might 
occasion. 

We  commend  you  and  the  church  \mder  your  supervision  to 

Qod  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up 

and  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  those  who  are  sanctified. 

(Signed  as  above.) 
Amsterdam,  July  17,  1752. 

/ 

\  ■ 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Ihe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mancius  and  the 
Worthy  Consistory  at  Kingston.  July  17,  1752.  Vol.  30, 
page  273,  No.  148.     Kef.  xxiv.  11. 

Rev.  Sir  and  T>rothor,  and  other  Members  of  the  Worthy  Con- 
sistory at  Kingston : — 

Yonr  letter  of  Oct.  11,  1751,  came  safely  to  hand  in  Feb.  1752, 
containing  a  reply  to  our  letter  of  May  3,  1751.    We  were  grieved 
to  learn  that  the  disputes  between  you  and  the  people  of  New 
Paltz  had  not  yet  been  removed.     This  we  also  discovered  from 
a  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  New  Paltz.    But  since  you  again 
solemnly  declare  that  you  will  gladly  consent  to  a  separation  of 
ihe  PdUz  when  it  shall  be  effected  in  a  proper  manner;  and  that 
you  have  no  objection  to  the  cabling  of  Rev.  Vrooman,  and  that 
you  wish  a  blessing  thereupon;  thai  you  leave  the  whole  suhject 
to  our  decision,  and  that  you  wUl  make  no  observations  as  to  the 
mnner  in  which  that  coil  was  obtained,  through  Rev.  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  now  thai  he  has  apologized  for  it: — therefore  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  way  is  prepared  for  the  removal  of  the  dif- 
ferences on  this  point.    We  have,  therefore,  upon  Rev.  Vrooman's 
request  to  be  ordained  as  Pastor  at  New  Paltz,  cum  annexis,  after 
examination  for  ordination,  come  to  the  following  decision  to 
remove  the  estrangements  which  have  arisen  from  this  cause. 

(Here  follow  Articles  1,  2,  &  3,  of  letter  729.     These  same 
sections  aro  found  in  Letter  728,  addressed  to  Coetus.) 

Now  in  expectation  that  thus  the  distemper  and  estrangement 

Diay  be  removed,  we  have  examined  Rev.  Vrooman  and  ordained 

kirn  as  Pastor  at  the  Paltz.    We  have  also  given  notice  of  the  same 

to  the  Consistory  of  the  New  Paltz,  and  have  exhorted  them 

earnestly,  and  in  a  brotherly  manner,  as  we  hereby  exhort  you, 

^0  do  all  in  your  power  to  promote  peace.    Therefore  you  will  not 

^hrow  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  these  proposals  of  ours  for  the 

removal  of  the  difficulties  until  the  people  of  the  New  Paltz.    Let 

everything  henceforth,  on  either  side,  which  has  given  occasion  to 

bitterness  or  unpleasantness,  be  forgiven  and  forgotten.     (Col. 

3:13  is  here  quoted.)     Thus  we  hope  that  peace  may  \>e  te^toT^ 
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We  also  hope  that  the  removal  of  these  difficulties  may  induoa 
you,  (as  you  were  almost  resolved  at  our  last  writing),  to  join  die 
Rev.  Coetus,  to  which  we  would  earnestly  persuade  you.  We  aw 
fully  persuaded  that  much  benefit  may  be  expected  therefrom  to 
the  churches  in  those  regions.  We  consider  it  also  as  a  means  to 
confirm  and  make  permanent  the  Peace,  which  we  feel  sure  wiU 
be  restored  by  these  commimications.  We  shall  always,  on  oor 
part,  take  care,  as  far  as  possible,  that  private  persons,  or  con- 
gr^ations  shall  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  oppression  or 
domination  from  that  Assembly,  and  shall  labor,  if  well-grounded 
reasons  of  complaint  be  given,  to  remove  the  same  ad  soon  ai 
possibla 

Thus  do  we  reply,  Worthy  Brethren,  at  present,  to  your  letter. 

We  conclude  with  a  heartfelt  wish  and  prayer  that  the  mefcifiil 

God  may  pour  out  the  richest  of  his  blessings,  in  large  measoiey 

upon  your  persons,  households,  ministrations,  and  oongregatimu^ 

and  make  Uiese  blessings  perpetual — forever. 

(Signed  as  aboTC.) 
Amsterdam,  July  17,  1752. 

Acts  op  the  Cl.vssis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Churches  of  Bergen  and  Staten 
Island,  July  17,  1752.  Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No.  149.  Referred 
to,  Vol.  CI.  Amst  xxiv,  11. 

To  the  Elders  and  Deacons  at  Bergen  and  Staten  Island : 

Worthy  and  Esteemed  Brethren: — 

We  received  in  due  time  a  letter  signed  by  two  elders  in  the 
name  of  all  the  brethren,  dated  Nov.  9th,  1751.  From  this  w 
learn  that  you  feel  yourselves  aggrieved  at  the  act  and  resolution 
of  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York,  while  you  make  a  friendly  re- 
quest that  Peter  De  Wind  may  remain  as  pastor  among  you- 

We  doubt  not  you  have  received  since  you  wrote  our  letter  of 
Nov.  23,  1751,  and  have  learned  therefrom  that  said  P.  De  Wind 
used  forced  certificates,  etc  We  must  now  let  you  know  that  ve 
cannot  understand  how  you  should  have  felt  yourselves  aggrieved 
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ith  the  well  founded  reasons  governing  the  action  of  the  Rev. 
loetus-  We  consider  that  that  Assembly  dealt  very  wisely  with 
im.  We  transmitted  the  defence  which  De  Wind  made  before 
lie  Coetus  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe.  Thereupon  that 
ody  adopted  a  resolution  of  which  we  send  you  a  copy.  From 
his  you  will  perceive  that  De  Wind  has  conducted  himself  in  a 
ery  wicked  manner.  He  has  intruded  himself  into  the  ministry 
»7  committing  a  deception  which  is  most  criminal  in  itself^  and 
dghly  worthy  of  punishment  After  a  dispassionate  examination 
i  the  facts,  therefore,  we  have  unanimously  decided,  in  the  fear 
)f  Qod  and  with  abhorrence  of  such  detestable  conduct,  that  we 
am  by  no  means  grant  your  request  to  allow  him  to  remain  as 
f(mr  minister.  On  the  contrary  we  are  obliged  to  insist  upon 
»r  previous  resolution.  We  therefore  reassert  that  we  depose 
aid  Peter  De  Wind  from  the  ministry,  and  declare  him  incapable 
)f  ever  performing  any  church-service.  It  therefore  follows,  as 
I  matter  of  course,  that  you  must  prevent  him  from  the  adminis- 
ration  or  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

With  this,  we  despatch  a  letter  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York. 
(Pe  doubt  not  they  will  judge  our  action  reasonable,  and  not 
ihrink  from  assisting  you  in  its  execution.  We  earnestly  counsel 
roa  to  join  hands  with  the  Rev.  Coetus  in  a  strong  defence  against 
iach  a  fellow,  who,  like  a  thief,  has  wickedly  intruded  himself 
nto  the  Sacred  Ministry.  He  is  liable  to  punishment  by  the  civil 
lovemment.  He  therefore  cannot  be  suffered  in  the  pulpit,  unless 
re  would  excite  the  wrath  of  Holy  Qod,  who  is  a  Qod  of  order, 
nd  brings  to  nought  them  who  speak  lies  before  the 'congregation. 
Pe  therefore  expect  you  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this, 
)  see  that  he  is  removed  from  the  ministry  of  preaching.  We 
iimot  consider  anything  which  he  may  undertake,  (which  we 
ype  he  will  not  do)  after  the  publication  of  this  resolution,  as 
wful,  but  only  as  an  obstinate  and  improper  intrusion  into  the 
icred  Ministry,  and  as  being  null  and  void  in  the  Church  of 

(xL 

The  Lord  grant  that  with  holy  zeal  and  wisdom  you  may  do 

erything  needful  for  the  removal  of  offences  occasioned  by  this 
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unheard  of  circumstance.    May  God  touch  the  heart  of  said  P.  De  I 

Wind  that  ho  may  truly  humble  himself  for  his  wicked  deedk  I 

May  God  provide  for  your  congregation  a  man  after  his  own  heui,  I 

who  may  be  a  successful  instrument  in  his  hands  prosperously  to  I 

build  up  the  Kingdom  of  God  among  you.  I 

Signed  as  abova     I 
Amsterdam,  I 

July  17,  1762.  1 

1762,  July  28-Aug.  3.   Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Hollaitik 

These  relate  for  this  year,  so  far  as  America  Is  concerned,  chiefly  to  the  profMl    i 
of  the  German  Churches  In  Pennsylvania.    Bnt  the  Correspondence  of  those  Gendt   | 
Churches  had  been  carried  on  through  Rev.  Gualterus  Dn  Bois  of  New  Toik.  A 
recent  report  had   been   received  from  him.    Large  amounts  had  been  ralirt  ^  I 
Great  Britain  for  the  German  Churches  in  Pennsylvania  through  Rev.  David  TbdB- 
son,  English  Presbyterian  minister  In  Amsterdam.  I 

Bee  History  of  The  Reformed  Church  (German)  In  the  United  States,  by  Bev.  Db 
Jas.  1.  Good,  1899;  and  The  Reformed  Church  in  Pennsylvania,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Joiefk 
H.  Dubbs.  1902. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Aug.  1752. 

(Abstract) 

Letter  from  New  York  to  Rev.  Van  der  Vonn. 

Extract  from  a  letter  to  Rev.  Van  der  Vorm,  from  New  York, 
June  17,  1762 ;  received  early  in  August,  1752;  signed  ComeKni 
Klopper,  Junior.  It  refers  to  Revs.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderen; 
also  to  P.  de  Windt 

I.  Touching  Peter  do  Windt :  in  consequence  of  the  writing  d 
Classis,  he  was  deposed  by  the  Coetus  and  the  consistory ;  ao  of 
that  affair  a  complete  end  seems  to  have  been  made ;  but  he  seenw 
to  be  little  embarrassed  by  his  deposition,  saying  that  he  will  have 
to  seek  his  livelihood  by  following  the  sea,  as  he  has  learned  no 
trade. 

II.  The  dispute  between  Rev.  Arondeus  and  Rev.  Van  Sinderen. 
Rev.  Arondeus  had  not  preached  the  penitential  sermon  to  tfao 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  of  Coetus ;  therefore  peace  had  not 
been  effected.  Van  Sinderen  and  his  party  immediately  (called) 
an  extra  meeting  of  the  Coetus ;  before  this  Arondeus  and  his  par^ 
were  summoned.     They  very  willingly  appeared,  expecting  tfait 
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»ce  would  be  proposed ;  or  at  least  that  they  would  give  him  an 
)portimity  to  give  the  reasons  why  he  could  not  preach  to  the 
Ltisfaction  of  the  committee;  but  on  the  contrary  they  were  not 
llowed  to  speal^.  When,  however,  Arondeus  was  compelled  to 
peak  because  the  President  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone,  he  was  told 
bat  he  must  keep  still,  or  he  would  have  to  go  out  at  the  door. 
Subsequently  the  sentence  of  deposition  was  read.  Arondeus  and 
lis  followers  were  much  astonished  at  his  \m-Christian  treatment, 
nasmuch  as  the  Olassis  had  asked  the  Coetus  to  act  in  the  gentlest 
Wfisible  manner ;  that  they  should  endeavor  to  save  Arondeus  and 
tot  to  ruin  him ;  but  that  they  were  now  treated  as  if  they  had  com- 
nitted  murder,  and  were  criminal  offenders;  when  only  a  short 
ime  before,  he  had,  at  the  request  of  Classis,  come  to  the  Coetus^ 
Aich  was,  indeed,  the  first  time  he  had  appeared  in  that  body ; 
hat  he  had  then  addressed  Van  Sinderen  in  the  most  persuasive 
oanner;  that  he  had  forgiven  everything  in  a  most  Christian  way, 
fid  offered  him  a  fraternal  hand.  But  now,  instead  of  being 
reated  in  a  Christian  manner,  he  was  treated  as  if  he  had  com- 
litted  unpardonable  sins,  although  nothing  worse  can  be  alleged 
gainst  him  than  that  his  call  was  not  regular,  according  to 
hurch  Law.  This  was  acknowledged  with  sorrow,  by  him  and 
8  friends,  who  constitute  the  larger  part  of  the  congregation ; 
id  they  desire  nothing  else  than  that  it  (the  call  ?)  may  be  cor- 
3ted  in  an  ecclesiastical  way,  which  surely  is  a  Christian  pro- 
dding. 

But  the  action  of  the  Coetus  and  of  Van  Sinderen,  even  to  those 
10  are  outside  of  our  Church,  is  detestable.  If  all  matters  of 
pute  which,  from  time  to  time  may  arise  in  the  congregation 
>re,  are  treated  so  severely  and  partially,  it  may  easily  be  fore- 
n  that  the  Dutch  Church  in  that  land  will  shortly  come  to 
ight,  how  muchsoever  the  Classis  may  hope  to  the  contrary, 
eye  needs  to  be  kept  upon  the  conduct  of  some  young  and 
ughtless  ministers  in  those  r^ons,  who  seek  to  carry  everything 
ording  to  their  wishes  by  outvoting  (the  elder  ones).  It  will 
inevitable,  then,  that  the  Church  will  shortly  fall  into  great 
puteSy  to  its  utter  ruin.    Of  this  abundant  evidences  are  already 
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seen.  For,  instead  of  Arondeus's  deposition  oontribnting  to  peace, 
it  only  seems  to  baston  the  desolation  of  the  Church.  As  soon  as 
Arondeus  was  deposed,  his  friends  refused  to  pay  anything  toward 
Van  Sinderen's  salary.  Thereupon  Van  Sinderen  cited  befoie  I 
the  Civil  Judge  those  who  had  signed  his  call.  This  caused  the  ; 
anger  of  those  people  to  exceed,  as  it  were,  their  reason.  They 
will  litigate  with  him  as  long  as  they  have  a  penny  in  the  world, 
and  thus  the  ruin  of  each  will  be  accomplished  and  the  very  bofr 
torn  of  the  Church  of  New  York  will  be  knocked  out.  One  <rf 
the  elders  cited  by  Van  Sinderen  has  even  hung  himself,  although 
no  one  knows  exactly  why,  or  from  what  cause;  but  surely  sndi 
disturbances  have  not  been  beneficial  to  him.  And  the  Lord  (hdIj 
knows  what  is  yet  to  come  forth  out  of  all  this. 

He  refers  himself  further  to  the  letter  read  to  him,  but  sent  tt> 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Schelluyne  by  Mr.  Christopher  Banker,  dder 
in  the  Church  of  New  York,  and  a  member  of  the  Rev.  Coetoa. 
He  has  noted  down  everything  very  accurately.  Further,  it  ia 
requested  that  this  letter  of  Rev.  Van  Schelluyne  should  be  read, 
and  the  business  involved,  recommended  to  the  wise  and  faAerly 
supervision  (of  the  Classis),  so  that  the  Church  may  not  be  uttorly 
torn  asunder.  Furthermore,  it  appears  that  the  writer  would  pio- 
pose  certain  r^ulations,  yet  he  thinks  that  nothing  further  wtnild 
result  therefrom,  except  that  Arondeus  would  be  kept  in  the 
Church.  If  then  there  came  no  peace  within  a  year  or  two,  thai 
Van  Sinderen  should  also  be  deposed,  as  well  as  Arondeus;  never 
theless,  even  then,  there  would  be  no  peace,  as  the  Ruling  Coih 
sistory  of  Van  Sinderen  would  still  remain,  and  would  again  call 
a  minister  according  to  their  own  pleasure,  which  would  lead  to 
renewed  disquiet,  but  with  those  who  remain,  the  dispute,  whid 
is  now  at  its  worst,  would  gradually  die  out,  as  has  oocarred 
already  in  that  same  church,  between  the  now  deceased  Revs. 
Antonides  and  Freeman.  Concluding  with  salutation,  he  adds  yd 
a  P.  S. ;  that  Revs.  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde  also  the  elder  Banker 
and  the  other  elders  of  the  city  of  New  York,  opposed  themaehei 
to  this  imprudent  conduct  of  the  Coetus. 

N.  B.     Not  protested  or  appealed;  no  one  has  done  thus^  at 
Coetus,  neither  Arondus  nor  his  friends,     zxiii.  276—278. 


or  THE  Stati  op  Kbw  York.  3281 

Church  of  Nbiw  York. 
Church  Records. 

New  York,  Aug.  24,  1752.     (N.  S.) 
Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  That  the  things  recorded  in  the  WHITE  BOOK, 
nee  1741,  be  revised;  and  there  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
ROWH"  BOOK  such  things  as  belong  there.  Domine  Ritzema 
id  Elders  Bancker  and  Lynssen  were  appointed  to  do  this. 

The  Elders,  E.  Bryant  and  C.  Bancker  were  chosen  to  sit  with 
le  ministers,  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  in  the  next  Coetus. 

It  was  agreed  that  Aafye  Nobel,  a  weak  and  indigent  member, 
3  supported  by  the  deacons  at  fourteen  pounds  per  year. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

Certificate  of  Mrs.  Catherine  de  Wint,  r^arding  matters  concern- 
ing her  son.  Rev.  Pieter  de  Wint    Sept  2,  1752. 

Portfolio  ''  Xew  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

I,  the  nndenlgned,  hare  learned  that  Mr.  Kalverslagrer,  (who  In  his  lifetime  was 

Inlster  on  the  Island  of  St.  John),  must  hare  sent  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amster- 

UD  a  certificate  relating  to  the  conduct  of  my  son,  Pieter  de  Wlnt.    This  certlfl- 

ite.  aB  reported,  I  must  have  signed  myself.    But  In  the  presence  of  the  members 

I  the  consistory  of  this  place,  as  witnesses.  I  hereby  testify  and  declare.  In  tmth, 

I  at  all  times  I  shall  be  ready  to  declare  under  oath,  that  such  a  certificate  Is  false 

Qd  nnjnst.    I  never  had  any  conversation  with  Rev.   Mr.  Kalverslager  about  my 

m,  Pieter  de  Wint.    On  the  contrary  I  declare  that  during  my  separation  from  my 

m.  1  hare  heard  nothing  about  him  except  what  was  good.    So,  also  during  the 

me  I  was  with  him,  I  Qj^n  give  no  other  than  good  testimony  regarding  his  conduct. 

I  hare  requested  my  son,  Pieter  de  Wlnt,  to  sqmmon  me  to  appear  before  the 

idge  to  make  a  statement  to  that  effect  under  oath;  but  he  replied  that  it  would 

ot  be  necessary,  and  that  this  statement,  made  before  witnesses  would  be  enough. 

therefore,  hereby  request  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York  to  send  a  copy  of  it  to 

lie  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  in  order  that  It  may  see  from  this,  what  an  evil 

eed  was  done,  and  that,  alas!  by  a  minister. 

In  confirmation  of  all  that  is  stated  above,  I  have,  before  the  witnesses  present, 

cned  my  hand. 

Done  at  St.  Thomas,  September  2,  1753. 

Oatharina  de  Wint. 

We,  the  undersigned,  elders  and  deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  this 
lace,  do  hereby  testify  that  we  were  present  to  see  Mrs.  Catharine  de  Wlnt  sign  the 
bove  certificate  with  her  own  hand. 
St.  Thomas,  September  2,  1752. 

►eacoM.  i  ^-  ^-  Uytendale  ,j^g„     (  Lucas  de  Wlnt 

(  Jan  de  Man  '    )  Qeurt  SJrt.  (Sjoert?)  de  Wlnt. 

(See  Sept.  19,  ITBl] 
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Acts  op  thb  Ci^assis  of  Amsterdam. 

Peter  do  Wind. 

1752,  Sept  4:th.  There  was  read  a  letter  to  Rev.  Wyn 
minister  at  Harderwyk,  concerning  the  case  of  Peter  de  ^ 
which  was  approved.  Since  then  there  has  come  in  a  letter, 
certain  enclosures,  from  Peter  de  Wind,  relating  to  his  case, 
was  sent  to  the  Messrs.  Deputies.  They  are  directed  to  ' 
him,  that  if  he  thinks  he  has  any  cause  for  action  against 
Wynstok,  he  must  institute  the  same  in  the  place  where  it  bel 
In  this  event,  the  Rev.  Classis  will  act  as  circumstances  req 
xii.  304.    Referred  to,  xxiv.  12. 

Brill,  Ritzema,  de  Ronde, 

Haaghoort,  Suriname. 

Art  9.  The  case  of  Brill  remains  in  statu.  The  Messrs.  I 
ties  shall  write  about  it  to  Rev.  Meynders,  at  Embden,  as  actu 
of  the  Coetus.  The  business  of  Ritzema  and  de  Ronde,  ren 
in  statu,  and  will  be  answered  in  the  letters  to  the  Coetus  of 
York.  A  reply  to  Rev.  Haaghoort  was  read  and  approved, 
the  Suriname  affair,  an  extract  from  the  request  of  Mr.  de  ' 
was  read ;  also  a  letter  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Suriname  Sc 

to  the  Hon.  Greneral  Sporke.  The  Deputies  were  thanked  fo 
communication,  and  were  directed  also  to  thank  the  gentlem* 
the  Society,  in  the  name  of  the  Classis.     xii.  305. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  from  Foreign  Lands. 

Art.  14.  A  letter  from  the  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  C 
of  Amsterdam,  dated  April  17,  1752,  was  read,  together  vni 
Acta  of  an  extra  meeting  of  September  10,  1751,  and  extn 
sions  of  October  16,  1751,  and  April  14,  1752.  Besides  this 
was  an  enclosure,  signed  by  Rev.  Ritzema.  There  was  also  a 
from  Rev.  Themlore  Frielinghuysen  of  Albany,  dated  Mi 
1751.  A  reply  to  the  latter  was  approved.  See  further,  A< 
Deputies,  Sept  4,  1752.    xii.  306. 
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Thb  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

he  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Grerard  Ha^hoort,  September 
4,  1752.    Vol.  30,  page  281,  No.  161.    Eef.  xxiv.  12. 

To  Rev.  Grerard  Haeghoort  of  Second  River. 

orthy  Sir  and  Brother : — 

Yours  of  July  17,  1750,  reached  us  in  due  time,  as  also  the 
le  of  Dec.  6,  1751.  Had  the  first  been  couched  in  friendly 
id  proper  terms,  we  would  have  gladly  replied  to  it  in  a  similar 
irit  But  the  expressions  used  therein  showed  that  friendship 
id  propriety  were  not  taken  into  the  account.  This  led  us  to 
cide  not  to  trouble  ourselves  about  replying.  We  would  gladly 
(iange  thoughts  with  you  in  a  friendly  manner,  but  when  mis- 
res  do  not  conform  thereto  it  is  best  to  consign  them  to  oblivion. 
The  answer  to  your  second  letter  we  were  obliged  to  defer  until 
e  present  time,  because  not  until  now  have  we  received  the  letter 
id  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York.  From  these  we  had 
ped  to  obtain  more  light  upon  your  protest  against  that  Body, 
id  the  now  deceased  clerk  extraordinary,  (Rev.  Gualterus)  Du 
)ifl.  To  our  sorrow,  however,  we  must  say  that  we  did  not  gain 
e  light  desired,  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  your  protest  according 
the  i  ale  ^'Audi  ad  alteram  partem."  Meantime  we  hope  that 
me  way  may  be  discovered  to  settle  the  differences  between  you 
id  the  Coetus  in  an  amicable  manner.  To  this  end  we  urge  you 
strive  with  all  your  might  We  expect  the  Coetus  also,  from  its 
ie  will  heartily  co-operate.  Thus  may  you  associate  with  the 
^thr^  in  unity  and  harmony,  so  desirable.  To  this  end  we 
■ay  the  Lord's  blessing  to  rest  upon  you,  that  you  may  glorify 
•w  ministry,  and  may  be  able  to  rejoice  that  your  labor  is  not 
rain  in  the  Lord. 

We  are  with  aU  affection, 

Signed  as  before, 
nsterdam, 

Classical  Assembly, 

September  4, 1752. 
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Acts  of  the  Ci.a6sis  of  Aubtbbdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodore  FrelinghuyBen, 
Sept  4,  1752.     Vol.  30.  page  — ,  No.  153. 
To  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghu.ysen  of  Albany: 
Worthy  Sir  and  Mueh-est^eraed  Brother : — 

Your  letter  of  Jlay  1st  1751  did  not  come  to  hand  until  JnlyS, 
1752,  and  hence  we  could  not  answer  it  earlier.  We  learn  from 
it  with  satisfaction  that  you  have  done  your  utmost  to  prenil 
upon  your  Consistory  at  Albany  to  join  the  Rev,  Coetus  of  Net 
York,  and  we  are  sorry  that  yoii  fear  your  efforts  may  bo  unsofr 
cessful.  We  will  he  gratified  if  you  will  persevere  in  urging  thit 
matter,  knowing  well  that  those  who  per3e\'er6  finally  conquer. 

We  notice  that  you  seem  to  have  been  affected  by  certain  wordi 
in  our  letter  of  May  5,  1749.  You  desire  to  know  the  reasons  (rf 
our  objectioDs  that  you  may  e-^plain  them  away.  We  answer  tbil 
the  request  in  your  lotUir  uas  put  too  mueii  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
mand; that  the  arguments  you  employed,  viz.,  that  the  refusal  (rf 
your  roquest  would  cause  unpleasantness,  and  would  discourage 
others  who  might  desire  to  study,  are  not  arguments  which  tm 
persuade  lis  to  permit  matters  which  we  could  hardly  juatifj 
before  the  higher  Ecclesiastical  Assemblies.  However,  since  yon 
say  that  yon  wrote  that  letter  in  a  great  hurry,  we  gladly  overiocA 
those  things  and  consider  t^em  as  closed. 

Messrs.  Ferdinand  and  Jacobus  Frelinghuysen  with  Banot 
Vrooman  were  examined  for  ordination  and  ordained  for  thai 
aettlements  on  July  3,  1752,  All  three  of  them  gave  great  saldfr 
faction  to  our  Assembly,  so  that  we  had  no  hesitancy  in  admitting 
them.  We  bear,  also,  indirectly,  that  their  examination  for 
licensure  before  the  Classis  of  Utrecht  was  passed  with  gre*t 
satisfaction  to  that  body.  We  congratulate  you  thereupon,  and 
trust  that  the  Lord  will  sustain  them  with  all  strength  of  soul  and 
body,  and  make  their  ministry  glorious.  May  they  be  successful 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  God  to  the  building  up  of  the  Sinf 
dom  of  Jeeus.  We  wish  the  same  also  for  you. 
We  remain. 

Signed  as  above. 
Amsterdaa,  Sept.  4,  17S9. 
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Rev.  John  Aemiliua  Wernig,  (or  Wernich)  of  Stone  Arabia,  to 

his  Patron,  September  14,  1752. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Also  in  Vol.  xxiii,  306. 

Referred  to,  xxiv.  19. 

Vec7  RCTeTend,   Very  learned,  and  to  me  iMrtlcnlarlj,   Honored  and  Wortbr  Sir 

and  Ulnlater 
Qnclona  Bir  and  PBtroD:— 

Tlw  aad  and  helpleaa  condition  In  which  I  And  m;aelf  at  present,  compela  me  to 
tronble  yonr  Bicellencj  once  again  with  a  few  nnworthy  worda.  Yonr  BicelteiirT 
haa  no  donbt,  treah  Id  mind  what  I  wrote  jov  b  jear  aim;  bow,  after  decllnlufc  tbe 
fall  to  Lancaater.  In  PenDBjlraiila,  I  Hccepled  on?.  In  Ood'a  name,  at  CanHjoharle. 
Bchobarle  and  Stone  Arabia  in  tbe  TroTlnce  of  New  I'ork:  how  I  did  this  on  the 
viltteii  iDTltatlon  ol  a  man  who  bad  been  commlnaloaed  to  bring  with  him  a  min- 
ister from  Oermany;  how,  in  company  with  the  minister,  Boaenk rants,*  who  came 
tnbe  located  at  a  distance  from  me  but  foar  German  honn.  and  who  U  oow  gooe  (o 
hta  reat,  I  took  ahip.  and  Baally,  In  much  dlatrega,  aickueaa  and  endurance  of  bongi'r 
and  tblrat,  I  anlTed  Id  thla  rrorlnce.  I  tauud  nolhliii^.  boweTer.  of  what  t  bad 
hoped  for.  Nor  bare  I  met  with  anch  aucceaa  and  proRre«a  In  the  preaching  of  the 
(oapel  aa  I  conid  wlab. 

For,  In  tbe  flrst  place,  I  found  ■  pltlfnl  dlamptlon  among  theae  Oennaaa.  They 
were  divided  Into  two  or  three  parties,  as  the  reaalt  of  balldlng  a  cburcb.  Tbe«e 
eoolUctlng  partlea  conId,  by  no  manner  of  meaaa,  be  brongbt  together  and  united 
agalD;  so  matter  what  care  and  trouble  were  taken,  or  bow  often  an  attempt  was 
mad<^  There  la.  Indeed,  among  these  people,  a  continual  dislike  and  envy.  And, 
althonxh  the  party  of  maicontenta  dealcea  my  aerrlces.  I  dare  not  encourage  them: 
bceanar  mjr  chnrch,  which  called  me,  is  opposed  to  It.  So  I  do  not  know  what  to  do. 
or  what  Ooonael  to  take  in  tbe  matter.  It  la  owing  to  thla  also  that  my  aalary  Is  so 
reiT  •mall,  and  cornea  Id  very  Irregularly;  iDd,  what  la  wont  of  all,  that  I  am  tried. 
lerllcd  and  llandered  by  the  party  of  the  lll-dlBi>OBed.  beoanse  I  dare  not  minister 

I  do.  Indeed,  comfort  myself  with  the  thought  that  tbia  la  the  lot  of  all  sincere 
aerranta  of  God.  On  the  whole,  this  Oerman  people  la  one  that  cannot  well  bear  the 
notile  BDgilah  freedom.  They  are  like  tbe  fat  honiea  and  oien.  which  bare  gone  to 
ricb  paatnce  (or  a  long  time  and  then  refaae  to  lake  the  bit  or  bear  the  yoke.  It 
takes  MiDDg  lega  to  bear  prosperity.  The  liberty,  peace,  wealth  and  abundance 
which  tbey  enjoy  cause  tbem  to  be  uoclTil,  wanton,  proud  and  violent.  Tbeir  hanger 
and  thlnt  for  that  which  feeda  the  «on],  baa,  for  the  lack  of  It,  tamed  to  gluttony: 
to  that  they  now  loathe  It  as  an  nnaatiafying  food.  Thla  dlrlalon;  thla  splritnal  want 
and  povertyj  thla  loas  of  Joseph,  (or  tallnre  to  grlere  at  the  breach  of  Joseph.)  in 
that  Zloo  1b  not  bnllt  up  In  that  the  kingdom  of  Jeaua  Christ  Is  not  Increased  nor 
eitcndAd;  In  that  tbe  wisdom  and  knowledge  Id  the  mysteries  of  Christ's  kingdom 
do  act  become  more  abnndant  and  better  known:  in  that  the  hanger  and  tblrat  for 
tbe  aaDCtiOcatloD  of  His  name  In  the  kingdom  of  Hla  grace  here  does  not  become 
greater;  In  that  the  triple-beaded  Beast  of  which  John  wrotei— Mammon  in  par- 
Unlar— Is  aerred  more  than  the  Blessed  Qod:  theae  things  with  many  other  thlnga. 
tOBcdi  my  heart  rerj  palnfally;  tbey  make  me  anilona. 

How  gladly  would  f  double  my  Ecal.  and  sacrlflce  all  my  powers  of  body  and  aont 
1b  the  proclamation  of  the  goapel.  If  I  could  bat  (eel  assured,  that  the  fourth  part  of 
my  hearers  would  receive  the  word,  as  good  aeed.  to  their  hearts:  aa  good  soil,  ao 
that  It  might  take  root  downward  and  bear  fruit  upward.  What  troublea  me  most 
of  an,  and— to  write  tbe  truth— makes  tbe  administration  of  my  office  fruitless,  are 
the  Sequent  misrepresentations  of  my  work:  ns,  for  Inatance,  that  I  am  only  a 
itndent  and  was  never  promoted,  (ordained),  and.  therefore,  came  near  perishing. 
and  had  become  a  carae  and  a  ipectacle  to  men.  This  reproach  eats  its  way  In,  not 
only  from  the  opposing  party  and  from  the  miserable  Lutherans;  bat  even  from  my 
own  iieople.    Indeed,  1  have  Co  ascribe  It  to  no  one  elae— I  have  no  one  else  to  thank 

'I'robablr  tbs  brother  of  Bev.  Abrm.  Rosenkranta, 
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for  It.  Pioept  eoaie  domlnes  ot  (bla  gOYernmpDt.  I  fraoklT  told  Bome  of  ttuaeot  Di 
cIreamBtaiiceB,  «nil  Blii)wecl  ray  cenlflcale.  Bnt  they,  bphlnd  my  bBPk.  aad  «*oi»flj, 
Bllrred  up  the  membera  of  my  rbarcb.  add  persuaded  Ibeiu  to  belleTs  that  I  ntii 
ontFortbT  one.  a  mere  student,  (hns  inducing  them  to  peraecnte  me.  Sneh  geattt- 
men  as  these  there  are  in  oar  Province.  They  do  not  eat  up  the  Hock,  and  do  lol 
apare  It.  They  lei^-e  It  only  for  the  wool.  The  one  einlta  himself  above  tbe  alter 
■nd  eyery  one  Imagines  blmfclf  to  be  a  Bishop  of  Canterbury.  They  are  aony  utaa 
a  Blncerc  serrant  of  Christ  Is  Bcnt  out  Into  the  New  York  bar\-e»t;  becaoae  they  >a 
afraid  of  losing  port  of  their  own  income:  Qot  to  speak  of  their  other  bad  qiitlia» 
Finding  myaeK  In  clrTUmstsneeB  such  ns  these,  dlBlIkeU  and  iRDored.  I  took  rrfv 
in  that  pnlBe-worthy  Coetua  ot  tbla  Provlnee.  Tbst  body  nlao  received  me  att 
looked  Into  my  papers.  It  mode  report  thereof  to  tbe  Very  Rev.  Classla  of  HollMd. 
Its  answer  H  la  m>w  anulttuR.  so  aa  to  know  what  to  do  In  my  matters.  Por  Iki 
present  I  am  aohjcried  lo  great  anuoyanre.  My  ministry  Is  also  clogged  by  (oa- 
tlnnal  fears  and  hopes  as  to  now  my  alfalra  will  be  denit  with  by  the  Very  Bei, 
ClBsslBi   for  theli   answer    will   be   for  the  guidance   ot  onr  domestic  (UL  IsUwS 

But  laying  ereTylblng  aside.  I  bare  good  hop(?  that  the  Cblef  Sfaephetd  Ud 
Bishop  of  oar  sonlA.  who.  from  my  yonth  up.  has  ealJed  and  separated  me  to  Ikli 
Holy  Ufflce,  has  «lsn  given  and  measured  out  to  me— thanks  be  to  Him  thetetor!- 
some  little  talent.  Thla.  I  Irtist.  I  may  yet  uae  In  the  wlDoIng  of  aoDls.  He,  »b» 
knows  that  I  am  rnllhful.  wbo  h.is  at  all  limes  stood  by  me,  lu  tbe  worst  Mi- 
nesses,  adversities  and  per^ecnllons  both  of  bod;  and  sonl.  that  have  bappeiKd  U 
me  From  my  yonth  up:  He  who  has  dellvereil  me  oat  of  all  my  dlstresaes.  wlil  Mt 
deny  me  His  help,  nor  let  the  offiee  (to  which  I  um  called)  be  desecrated. 

Nor  does  tbe  following  clrcomnlanFc  frighten  mc:  that  the  minister.  Bosenknntt.* 
who  Is  to  obtain  the  place  of  bla  deceased  brother;  and  who.  abonl  four  week*  tt>. 
happily  and  In  good  hpallb,  arrived  at  bla  church  at  BurnelsHeld,  had.  while  il 
Amsterdam,  nndenitood  from  Mr,  Bcblalter,  thnl  the  very  ivortby  Clasala  of  Ho!- 
land  had  taken  no  nctlon  In  regard  to  myself:  IhaC  my  papers  were  not  mosldetcd 
good:  and  that  It  imnlrl  Ije.-  iici'tafury  for  me  to  cross  the  sea  once  more  to  prswm 
myself  before  tbem.  If  nils  vi-r^-  the  cofc,  I  should  be  oliligcd  to  lay  down  tl* 
offlce  BO  dear  lo  me,  and  In  future  to  refrain  from  making  Ood'a  name  knovn  w 
meo.  For,  <1)  My  bodily  constitution  la  weak,  so  that  daring  my  Brst  voyage.  (AM 
sail).  1  took  my  soul  In  my  bands  and  carried  It  olf  as  booty.  (Z)  In  my  absence  0* 
entire  flock  would  become  lesttered.  13)  I  know  of  no  means  safflclent  to  defray  Ibr 
eipenaes  nf  such  a  royage.  (4)  Then,  moreover.  I 
domestic  ties):  as  1  would  bnve  lo  leave  l>eblnd  me 
In  a  delicate  condition. 

Taking  all  this  Into  consideration.  I  l)etnke  myself  to  your  very  Reverend  (Berw.l 
self,  as  to  a  gentleman  whose  eiceltonce  I  recoi;nIie:  whose  pmfonnd  erudition  I 
have  noticed:  whose  humanity  end  excellent  qualities  I  have  praised:  as  one  who. 
althongh  eialted.  still  knows  bow  lo  be  humble,  and  how.  on  proper  occasloni.  lo 
comfort  those  wbo  are  weary  and  sad:  lo  whom  Zlon's  condition  Is  dear:  and  vbt. 
In  partlcnlar,  bos  already  talieD  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  care  and  effort  In  th 
planting  of  the  American  vineyard— for  oil  of  which  may  the  Slost  High  rewarf 
him:— Hhonld  It  be  as  Mr.  Itosenkrantz  bas  told  me  nt  Mr,  Schlatter,  my  moil 
humble  and  obedient  petition  la  that  year  Excellency  may  flad  some  way  oat  ht 
me.  so  that  I  shall  not  bave  to  go  on  snch  a  voyage  lo  tbe  risk  of  my  life:  to  be.  K 
may  lie.  violently  snatched  away  before  my  time,  and  so  behold  the  Lord  no  loniet 
In  the  land  of  tbe  living:  or  to  Ite  like  the  cblldren  that  are  come  to  the  birtb,  H* 
there  Is  no  slreagth  to  bring  them  forth:— that  you  may  be  grncloiuly  pleased  •>  tt 
direct  tbe  matter,  nnd  to  bring  It  atxiut.  that  the  worthy  Cinssls  of  Ilolland  sIhU 
inatmct  oar  New  £ork  Coetns,  after  examination,  to  which  I  shall  gladly  nbnlt 
myself— to  ordain  me  In  the  Name  of  (lod.  In  order  that  I  may  be  set  nt  rest,  ■>>' 
live  In  comfort,  and  the  lint's  porpoBe  may.  Ihrougb  me.  his  weak  servant,  also  bt 
farthered. 

This  Is  the  heartfelt  pellllon  which  I  make  of  your  Eicelleney,  In  the  sure  bW 
that  your  Excellency  wlil  therein  extend  a  helping  bnnd  to  a  sorrowful  and  opprewrf 
crosB-bearer  and  servant  of  Jesns  Christ:  and  that  your  very  Inllaentlal         ~    """ 

•Hev.  Abram  llonenkrante.    See  Corwin's  Manual— Roseukrant*. 
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lation  may  bring  about  the  firranting  of  my  petition,  and  the  early  presentation  of 
ills  matter,  (to  the  proper  authorities)  if  possible,  in  April  next,  when  the  New 
Tork  Ck>eti]8  holds  its  session,  by  getting  the  answer  of  the  Rev.  Classis  sent  on  to 
t  In  time. 

JehoYah,  the  merciful  Rewarder  of  all  good,  will  not  leave  unrewarded  such  a 
irork  of  lore,  but  will  be  mindful  of  it  And,  since  your  Excellency  has  already 
aken  so  much  trouble,  and  labored  so  hard  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ, 
n  bolldlDg  up  the  Heavenly  Zlon,  your  Excellency  will  at  some  time,  shine  In 
heavenly  Glory,  and  like  the  stars  forever  and  ever. 

I  close,  having  the  honor  of  commending  myself  to  your  Excellency's  favor.  And, 
tfter  wishing  you  every  real  good,  and  sending  you  my  kindly  greetings,  leaving 
roar  venerable  person  and  your,  to  me,  still  unknown  family,  to  the  protection  of 
Jehovah,  I  am,  and  remain  with  all  love  and  esteem. 

Your  Very   Reverend   Sir  and  Well-disposed  Patron's  Most  Obedient  Client  and 

Servant, 

John  Aemillus  Wernlg,  p.  t.  Pastor. 
Stone  Arabta,  Sept.  14,  17S2. 

P.  S.  If  my  small  salary  could  be  helped  out  with  some  contribution  from  Hol- 
land, I  should  be  thankful  to  your  Excellency  for  that.  If  I  take  the  liberty  once 
iBore  of  writing  to  your  Excellency,  I  shall,  in  my  humble  way,  give  an  account  of 
the  nature  and  condition  of  the  land,  particularly  of  the  valuable  ginden  root,  which 
Is  dog  up  in  large  quantities  hereabouts,  and  sold  for  a  very  high  price,  about  two 
fMoiids,  or  ten  Rhine  guilders,  per  bushel,  by  the  wild  inhabitants,  to  whom  I  have 
pmehed  several  times  already;  and  of  other  things  of  that  kind. 


Acts  of  the  Coetus,  Held  at  New  York,  Sept.  19-21,  1752. 
In  Acts  of  Classis,  Vol.  xxiii,  308-312. 
Sbssion  I. — Tuesday,  September  19 — Forbnooit. 

1.  Members  Present. 


Dom.  A.  Gurtenius 

**  J.  Ritsema 

*'  B.  Meinema 

*'  U.  Van  Sinderen 

"  J.  0.  Fryenmoet 

**  L.  De  Ronde 

*'  J.  Frelinghnysen 

"  J.  H.  Goetschius 


Elder,  L.  Poorest 
"       Chas.  Bancker 

A.  Lott 
T.  Decker 
E.  Byvank 
P.  Williamson 
D.  Van  Orden. 


H.  Fisher,  Elder  of  Dom.  Leydt. 

The  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer  to  God,  by  Dom.  J.  RItsema,  Dom.  Fryen« 
Boet  was  unanimously  chosen  President,  and  Dom.  De  Ronde.  Clerk. 

I  Letter  from  the  Pennayltania  Coetus.—The  President  read  to  the  Assembly  a  letter 
tnm  Philadelphia,  laid  upon  the  table  by  Dom.  Rltzema.  which  had  been  written 
^  Dom.  Schlatter,  In  the  name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus,  containing  a  statement, 
^  the  Synod  of  South  and  North  Holland,  respecting  the  two  students,  Marinus 
ttd  Du  Bols,  with  an  inquiry  from  the  Coetus  of  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  way  in 
which  they  should  act,  since  Marinus  belonged  under  our  Coetua.  After  delibera- 
tioQ,  the  question  was  found  to  be,  whether  Mr.  Marinus  should  be  examined  by  our 
^^oetns,  or  by  that  of  Pennsylvania.    This  question  was  taken  ad  referendum. 

I  Etadi$to  of  lUnutes.—ThQ  President  read  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Coetus,  April  14, 
^TStf  and  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  relating,  for  the  most  part. 
^  the  sad  affair  of  P.  De  Wint.  All  remarks  upon  them  were  postponed  to  another 
*^8lon. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  in  the  afternoon,  at 
thfee  o'clock. 


Ecclesiastical  Bbcorda 


Sessiok  II. — Aptbrnooh. 

I.  ^rondnu.—The  Asaemblr  being  opened  wttL  prayer,  BImon  Loale  aDd  Jo«pk 
Dnrree.  a  committee  ttom  Oyaler  Ba;  and  Jamaica,  presented  a  paper.  In  which  Ckl 
coDDWI  and  atd  o(  the  Coetna  were  requested.  Likewise,  aereral  conunltteea  ttm 
the  fire  TlUagea  on  Iiong  Islandi  Peter  Tauderroort,  William  CoowenhoTeo,  WItllaM 
Van  Nuts,  John  Ueserole.  and  Hendrlk  Vand^water  presented  a  paper  reqoeatiit 
ttiat  ArondeoB,  who  still  went  on  obatinatel;  In  the  old  wb7.  might  at  once  be  daalt 
with  according  to  the  law  of  the  Chnrch.  On  dellbentlon.  It  was  decided  to  fm 
by,  for  the  present,  Arondena  In  peraon,  but  lo  apprliie  the  ClBHtls,  bj  tbs  Sni 
opporttmit;,  of  the  Assemhllca  of  Arondena  and  his  frieudn  after  the  declaioa  <( 
the  Coetua. 

The  fallowing  members  appeared  this  sftemoon;  Dom.  H.  Grickson,  with  tb 
elder:  Comellns  Bnillh,  elder  from  Tnppmi;  sad  tiurret  Van  Wasenen.  elder  tIDB 
Aqnackonock. 

1.  Ogiter  Ba^  and  yamalra  — The  CoQalBtniT  here  waa  declared  a  lawful  oo*.  «a< 
Orater  Ba;  allowed  to  have  a  new  ConslatoiT  chosen  and  ordained.  For  the  cbM*- 
log  of  a  mlDlater.  and  alBO  for  the  calling  of  the  same  bj  the  two  congKfatiMft 
Dom.  Ue  Bonde  [s  nampd  as  cnntulatt,  {advlaorr  minister,)  who  consented  to  act  M 
such,  and  also  undertook  to  appraise  the  congregations  bj  letter  of  this  reaolatkai 

I.  Kefufst  /pom  Dim,  Van  Stiutrrtn.—He  represented  to  the  Assembly  that,  ovtaf 
to  the  aerloas  dlTlslona  on  Long  Island,  the  Lord's  Sapper  had  not  been  celebnM 
there  for  ■  long  time,  bnt  now  the  affair  being  so  far  flnlahed,  a  brotbertr  ul 
Christian  cann<^n  was  reqalrcd;  how,  then,  shoald  he  deal  with  the  onwUUng  ul 
obatlnateV  The  Asaembl;  decided  It  to  be  proper  that  the  Lord's  Supper  shoalil  ki 
administered,  and  advised  Dom.  Van  SInderen  and  the  eldera  to  tIbIC  all  the  mta- 
bera  frem  bouse  to  bouse,  and  to  exhort  the  stubborn  with  brothertj  klndueai. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  tbankBgivlng.  lo  meet  to-morrow,  at  nine  o'clock 

Session  III. — Wednesdat,  Septbmbeb  20 — Foaxsoov. 

L  Lettert  Jrxm  the  CtawU.—The  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer,  the  tongolit 
minutes  were  read,  and  also  the  leltera  of  the  tier.  Claasla  concerning  P.  De  Wlat 
The  Assembly  unanimously  ngrced  to  inform  Ihe  Rei.  Ctsssis  that  the  sentenn 
npon  P.  De  Wlnt  had  atrendy  beeD  executed,  and  (bat  be  bad  submitted  to  It.  h»- 
Ing  left  the  congregation  of  Bergen  and  gone  to  the  Wi-Bt  Indies.  Also,  to  brtnf  t» 
the  notice  of  the  Sct.  Classls  Ibe  conlradletlons  we  observe  In  the  reports  of  Dsa. 
P.  Wynstock  concerning  P.  Do  Wlnt.  as  won  as  we  see  ihe  orlRlnal  letters  of  Do*. 
P.  Wynslock. 

t.  The  PoIIB.— Concerning  the  matter  of  the  I'alti.  It  was  decided  that  tbst  wii 
settled  by  the  commission  of  l>om.  Fryenmoet:  but.  as  Hufflcient  light  has  not  beM 
given  to  the  Classls  by  the  Coelns.  express  Information  should  now  be  famished 
to  them.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  li'ryenmoet.  De  Bondo.  aud  the  elder,  Kisher,  wtif 
appointed  a  committee  to  preiMire  a  letter,  representing  this  and  other  outten  t* 
Ibe  BcT.  Classls 

3.  Toppon.— The  President  read  a  paper,  laid  upon  the  table  by  an  elder  tw* 
Tappan.  containing  b  statement  conccmliig  Dom.  Mnietlus;  wherenpon  the  AbssdUi 
saw  nt  to  cite  I>oni.  Mur.ellns,  who  was  In  the  city,  to  appear  at  once  Itefare  thM- 
Cornelius  Smith  nod  David  Van  Orden.  elders,  conveyed  Ibia  sammons.  bnt  reported 
that  he  conld  not  appear. 

1.  t'a*c  of  ]fa>iiiu*.'I>avld  Marlnns  tnid  upon  the  table  two  letters  from  Dom.  H- 
Scblalter,  touching  Ills  cxanilnallon.  which  being  closely  examined  by  the  Corn* 
conflrmrd  Ihem  In  their  view  that  the  aforesaid  student,  being  under  the  Coetns  «( 
New  York,  should  be  examined  by  Ihcm;  and  they  so  decided.  Wbereon,  D.  MariBB 
requested  the  examination,  and  presented  hla  documents  and  tesllmonlats,  whW 
being  Iniestlgaled.  were  all  fonnd  to  be  to  his  praise,  and  his  request  was  grantal 
The  President  and  Clerk  being  occupied  with  weighty  mattere,  Uom.  Bltiemi  si* 
Prellnghuyaen  were  appointed  lo  conduct  the  exercise,  and  they  appointed  the  «t»- 
dldate  a  text  and  a  portion  In  ibe  languages. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanksglTlng.  to  mcel  In  the  afternoon,  at  bMf^ 
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SbBBION    IV. AsTEBJSOOJI. 

.  MtwHu.— The  AMembly  being  opeDed  with  an  spproprlate  prajer  and  the  mlD- 
>i  read,  tba  c«m  tit  Mniellns  wu  Cakea  op,  and,  after  dellberntlon.  It  wai  deter- 
ncd  to  abide  br  the  last  remlntlon  of  the  Coeta*,  which  had  not  ret  beeo  carried 
to  effect,  leaTlDg  It  Co  the  neighborlnK  ralntBten  to  do  In  the  cue  wbat  would 
«t  aerre  tor  the  peace  and  quiet  o(  the  cougregatloD.  and  to  prepare  the  war 
r  pioTldlDK  a  reaooDalile  ealary  tor  Dom.  Maiellaa.  for  lemovlug  Um  from  the 
aiRSiUon. 

tit  Aaaemblr  agalD  separated  with  tbaDkaglTlDK,  to  meet  Id  the  momlDg,  at  nloe 
riock. 

Session  V. — Thuhsdat,  Sbftembeb  21' — Forknoom. 

L  Mftr  to  M<  CIOMit.— The  Ata^mblr  being  opened  with  prayer,  and  the  preceed- 
V  Bdnnte*  read,  the  committee  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Claaala  made  a 
^m,  wtilcb  waa  read  by  the  PreaidenC  and  nnanlmooaly  approred,  the  committee 
\taf  thanked  for  their  palna. 

1  latmlnatiom  of  irorlntM.— The  B^amlnaioitt,  proceedlns  to  the  ezamlaatlon  of 
•  candidate,  Darld  Marlniw,  called  at  Agoackononck.  lint  regnlred  Mm  to  ascend 
■  pulpit  and  preach  from  1  Cor.  xll.,  I.  He  waa  Chen  examloed  In  Hebrew  and 
iKk  and  In  Dlilnlty.  Id  which  be  gaTe  eo  much  aatlafactlon  that  the  Aaaemblr 
ad  no  dlfOcnltr  In  admitting  him  to  the  office  of  Che  rainlatrr,  and  whaterer 
iloBga  thereto.  Tbereopon  be  signed  Che  FormDtas  of  TJa\ty,  and  Dom.  Qoetscblne 
at  appointed  to  ordain  him  In  hU  holy  office,  with  Dom.  Cnrtenlua  by  the  laying 
I  ol  hand*. 

l  OeRMra  Monm.— Tba  President  Inquired  If  there  waa  anr  eomplalDt  of  a  mln- 
tn,  bnt  none  waa  mentioned;  and  the  Atuembiy  waa  concluded  with  an  eameat 
■*jtr,  m  toTe  and  peace,  and  the  mataal  iQTOcatlon  of  ererr  kind  of  health  and 
tialng  upon  each  other. 

Done  to  onr  Ber.  Aaaembly.  this  21at  of  September,  ITSt, 
And  signed.  In  the  name  of  all. 

J.  Fryenmoet,  Fre^dent. 

Lam.  De  Ronde,  Hitraor.  Clerk. 

'iBTEB  DB  WlNDT,  FROM   St.   ThOMAH,  W.   I.   TO  THE   ClABBIS  OF 

Amsterdam,  Sept.  19,  1752. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Also  in  Vol.  xxiii,  289. 

OdicaMd:    To  the  Very  SevereDd  HIra,  the  Ctasala  of  Amsterdam,  at  ADialirilaui. 

St.  Thomas,  Sept.  19,  ITEJ. 
nr  Ufrentnd  airs:— 

Kg  doubt  long  before  tbia  romea  to  yonr  bonds,  yonr  Rers.  will  have  been  Id 
«elpt  of  my  Cwo  former  letters  sent  from  New  TorV.  Accompanying  the  flrat  waa 
I  ortglnal  letter,  besides  the  copy  of  an  original  letter,  both  from  Mr.  P.  Wynatok. 
tan  theae— to  be  brief  now— yoor  Hctb.  can  Bee  how  unjust  la  that  sentence  wblcb 
U  read  lo  me  from  a  letter  to  Che  consbitorlea  of  Bergen  and  StaCen  lalanil.  With 
«  other  waa  enclosed  the  original  letter  from  Wynstok,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent 
itb  the  lint,  three  weeks  before. 

Tte  Lord  God.  1  hope  and  pray,  has  directed  by  hie  band  both  of  my  letters,  ao 
at  hy  this  time  they  have  been  dellTered  to  your  Rera.  Very  wortby  Siti,  do  now 
iMder  tbe  matter.    For  the  reat  I  leave  U  wholly  to  the  Lord  who  la  my  Strength 

With  a  Tiew  of  going  to  see  yoo.  Slra,  I  came  here  Co  St  Thomas  from  New  York. 
Jl  itatj  CO  go  at  this  time,  I  reeeited,  on  the  Sth  Inst,  a  letter.  aenC  by  my  wife 
na  Sew  York.  I  have  now  given  up  Che  voyage  because  she  writes  me  Chnt  Bhe 
« l>«en  iDlormed  that  Mr.  Kalverslager.  who  was  In  his  lifetime  a  mlnlscer  on  this 
UtM  of  Bt  Johns,  must  have  aent  your  Revi.  a  certlfloate  and  that  my  mother  hpre 


uiiiHt  Iiave  Blgneo  it.    What  eril  doings!  and  Ihat 

Bend  lestlmoulaEs  In  regnrd   In  Mr.  KnlvprglaR^'e  rnndact  hpre  and  dd  SL  lotefl 

aad  IQ  otber  plaGpB,  aa  I  doabt  not  but  Ibat  j^uur  K^ya.  bav<'  nlnjadjr  come  to 

how  he  condncted  hlmaelf.    For,  bt«  conalBlorlPs,  nnd  even  hiH  churebea.  haTe  ol 

me  Bwom  certi  flea  lea.    But   what  do  I    want  of  tbeni?    The  U)nl   Is  dlrecttnt  ^' 

allBlra. 

Id  order  to  ahon  wbat  KaWerslaser  was.  I  acnd  ;aur  Heva.  a  eapy  of  a  teatlDmoliI 
KlTOD  tnc  by  my  mother  licre.  I  leave  that  mailer  lo  your  Revs.  Jocljtment.  J« 
see.  Blrg,  what  enpinlea  I  have.  Flrat  Wynatok:  now  KalrerBlager.  "What".  1  mij 
well  pidalmi  "an'  these  the  men  nho  hnce  to  proclaim  the  truth."  toatttt  at 
that  tbejr  are  In  ahort,  hut  wotvea  Id  sheep's  flotblBE.  Wltbla  a  week  I  ahall,  Gut 
wllllnir.  leave  here  for  New  Vorli,  where  I  ahall  abow  the  Bev.  CoetuB  thia  Dildail 
CertlltCBte  which  1  have  Cram  my  mother.     [See  Sept.  I.  17S2.I 

ttev.  8lra,  1  doubt  not  but  that  there  are  other  raveaona  walvea  who  are  wrltli 
to  rour  KevB.  aKaiuat  me.  But.  an  long  aa  they  are  conrenled  from  me.  1  am  out 
to  defend  myaell  agalast  Ihcm.  While  I  eouht  all  the  rciiroa^hea  whlcb  I  Baffetlor 
mr  CbrlBt'B  sake,  greater  riches  tban  all  Ibe  treaBurei  of  Bgrpl.  I  aak  yoot  Bm, 
ID  case  there  are  sacb  ua  tend  over  false  reports,  to  let  me  kDow  who  tbey  ttt,  u 
order  that  1  may  hnve  ihem  enlled  up  Ijefore  the  eonslstory.  For  I  am  anre 
no  ODe  can  acca^  me  of  auythlDg.  It  la  trae^I  confeaa  It— ^In  oiy  early  yoDtli. 
Btndent,  1  waa  (.otnewhal  gay.  Bat  why  sbonid  anythlUE  be  made  of  thatt  1 
mlUiBtera  mlKbt  tben.  indeed,  be  baDlsbed.  That  the  Rev.  (John)  FriellDKbarsO. 
mlDlater  OD  the  Uarltan.  haa  been  as  I  believe,  using  his  pen  and  Ink  against  m 
and  Is  poBslbly  dolQg  bo  allll— Is  nomethlng  whlph,  as  the  proverb 
already  In  Ibe  noHe."  n'hat  else  la  he  than  an  Intrnder,  seeking  to 
eban-h  aod  forcibly  to  erowd  himself  lulo  another,  and  doing  many  other  thhiis  dM 
worth  the  trouble  of  my  pulling  (hpio  on  paper.  Tree  there  are  In  yonr 
Asaembly  some  who  build  on  Frtellmrbojaeu;  but  If  Boch  persona  live  long  e 
they  will  And  that  their  bolldlnR  aULDda  on  an  nniteady  pillar,  and  threateDa  pi 
before  long,  to  eome  to  nauRht. 

BDt  turtbermore.  Kev.  SiTB.  1  Khali  continue  to  make  known  the  Word  of  Ih 
to  the  ehlldren  ot  men.  1  shall  eau«e  (hem  to  hear  (he  voice  of  the  Lord  uHM 
them  to  repentance.  1  aball  eet  before  theiu  the  two  waya  atid  eiboit 
cliooae  tbe  way  of  eternal  life.  My  desire.  In  nil  this,  will  not  abate;  but  I 
Hrpd  rather  by  Rrealer  desire  and  seal  so  aa  to  do  the  will  of  (he  Lord  my  God:  Ml 
by  my  own  powers.  1nd«d,  but  by  the  power  of  God"*  Spirit,  for  which  I  b 
the  generoos  tilver  of  all  Iliiogs.  for  his  own  Son's  aake. 

Knrther,  yoor  Reva,  may  aak.  why  I  relinquished  so  suddenly,  my  phID  of  (c 
we  your  Hevs.    The   reason  for  ihni  la  that   I    Ir^nied  that  the  certlflote. 
Kalvcniager  Is  anid  to  have  sent  to  yonr  Revs.,  wns  by  yonr  Uevs   sent  back  to  HM 
liork,  to  tbe  Coetua.    I  will  Ilrdt  iiresent  toy  mi 
bear  In  retarn  ffom  yonr  Hevs. 

Nothing  further.  Rev.  Sirs:  only  let  me  be  reluslaled  in  my  office.  In  order  DM 

I  may  go  on  nnblndered.    So  I  close,  wlahlng  your  llcvB..  all  together,  every  NtaN 

tor  both  SOdI  and  body.    I  remain  alu-nya  and  with  all   r>;'>[teet. 

very  llev.  Sirs, 

Yonr  Beva.'  Obedient  BerraDt, 

Pleter  de  mM. 

N.  B.    See  Recording  Book  (ropy  book)  of  Irftters. 

No.  US. 

Keceived  Dec.  1,  17E2.    Tla  Oopenhagen,  P.  Capt.  Hojer,  D.  O.  Q. 

COKEESPONDENCB  FROM    AmBRICA. 

The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Rov.  Classis  of  AmaleritBi. 
Sept  21,  1752.    xxiii.  308-312,    Referraioe,  xxiv.  19. 
Learned  and  Pious  Fathers  and  Breriiren : — 

Sinoe  we,  on  the  18th  of  October  last,  satisfied  your  detdie  i< 
the  sad  case  of  P.  De  Wint,  whose  testimonials  were  shown  to  t* 
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ilsey  and  stated  our  reasons  for  suspending  him  froia  the  minis- 
y,  we  have  been  expecting  further  intelligence  from  your  Eev. 
ody.  Nor  have  we  been  disappointed.  On  the  24th  of  May, 
762,  we  received  &  letter  from  you,  bearing  date  October  4,  1751, 
id  also  one  of  the  same  year,  which,  to  our  wonder,  is  without 
ite  of  day  or  month,  together  with  extracts  from  the  Clasais  of 
"eder  Veluwe.    Understanding  from  them  that  your  Body,  after 

calm  inflection  of  the  documents  and  full  deliberation,  with 
Idiorrenoe  of  such  godless  and  deceptive  proceedings,  have,  in 
n  fear  of  Ck)d,  unanimously  deposed  him,  we  have  carried  out 
le  Bentenoe  by  the  two  neighboring  ministers,  Bitzema  and  Do 
Imde^  who  read  your  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and 
tatea  Island,  and  made  it  known  to  De  Wint,  who  submitted  to 
le  Bfflitance,  and  has  gone  to  the  West  Indies. 

But  Bev.  Fathers  and  Brethren,  notwithstanding  we  approve  in 
w  hi^eet  degree  the  decision  of  yonr  Bev.  Body,  yet  it  seems  to 
I  ranarkable  that  you  have  passed  without  notice  some,  as  we 
link,  evident  contradictions  in  the  letters  of  Dotq.  Wynstoek. 
'or  example,  in  his  letter  to  you,  forwarded  to  our  Assembly,  he 
17s  that  he  knew  no  P.  De  Wint  any  more  than  a  Hermhutter ; 
ad  yet  it  appears  by  the  extract  of  his  concerning  the  deportment 
f  P.  Be  Wint,  that  he  knew  him  much  better  than  a  Hermhutter, 
toi  is  further  confirmed  by  two  letters  written  to  De  Wint,  the 
w  on  Oct  10,  and  the  other  on  Dec.  8,  1760,  three  or  four  weeks 
tiiyn  his  examination,  in  which  Dom.  Wynstoek  congratulates  P. 
)e  Wint  upon  his  arrival  at  Amsterdam  and  his  call,  and  warmly 
tqneets  him  to  come  to  him  without  delay,  and  promises  to  help 
lim  in  everything.  These  letters,  if  we  are  rightly  informed, 
»Bre  sent  by  P.  De  Wint  to  the  Eev.  Body,  to  be  laid  upon,  the 
»bl& 

We  must  with  deep  sorrow  state,  that  the  long-desired  peace 
md  quiet  of  the  congregations  on  Long  Island  are  not  yet  esteb- 
Jdied,  since  Dom.  Arondeus,  resisting  the  sentence  pronounced 
ipon  him,  disturbs  the  copgregation  by  administering  the  Word 
uul  the  saenuoent  of  baptism,  and  is  confinued  in  his  obstinacy 
65 
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by  bis  followers,  who  still  refuse  to  pay  the  salary  dae  to  Vy 


Ab  you  in  your  letter  of  October  4,  1751,  desire  to  heard* 
peace  is  made  between  New  Paltz  and  Kingston,  we  hereby  infoCB 
you  that  the  oammission  performed  by  Dora.  Fryenmo^  at  dl 
Paltz  has  furnished  us  with  good  grounds  for  declaring  the 
grcgation  independent  of  Kingston,  as  appears  from  their  reply 
to  the  three  reasons  of  Doni.  Mancius,  which  is  herein  sent  to  job. 
We  expect  that  the  call  of  Dom.  Vrooman,  who  has  beem  r 
naended  by  Dom.  Mancius,  will  soon  be  brought  to  your  table,  ui 
thus  every  groundless  suspicion  against  it  will,  we  think,  be 
faetorily  removed. 

Sending  the  minutes  of  our  recent  sessions,  by  whiob  yon  *il 
have  clearer  understanding  of  what  has  been  done,  we  pray  tbt 
the  all-sufficient  Jehovah  may  pour  out  upon  you  all  the  giftorf 
hia  gracious  Spirit,  to  the  magnifying  of  his  name  and  the  b 
of  his  Churdi,  especially  in  these  provinces;  and  remain. 

Your  scr\-auts  and  brethren  of  the  Christian  C'oetus  of  Net 
York, 

In  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Fryenmoel,  V.D.M.,  At  Minisink,  At!l 

p.  t.  Pres't 
L.  De  Bonde,  p.  t.  Clerk. 
Done  in  our  Coetus  Assembly,  Sept.  21,  1752. 
Proceedings  at  New  Paltz. 

Congregation  of  New  Paltz,  October  18,  1750,  in  the  pteMW 
of  Egbert  De  Witt  and  Samuel  Bcvier,  elders  from  Wawainiift 
the  instructions  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  and  the  letter  of  Dom.  Mu- 
ciu3  thereon,  were  read  to  the  Consistory.  They  brought  forwirf 
the  following  in  reply : 

To  the  first  article  in  Dom.  Mancius's  letter:  That  SaiDnd 
Bevier,  at  present  an  elder  of  the  Paltz,  will,  with  many  otb^ 
testify  on  oath,  if  required,  that  he,  with  many  others,  stv 
Andrew  Le  Fever  offer  to  declare  on  oath  before  a  magistnl^ 
that  while  the  Paltz  had  always,  as  a  French  Beformed  oaap^ 
gation,  been  provided  with  its  own  minister  and  QGoastorf,  J>t 
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LOW,  as  they  were  vacant,  tiiey  would  enga^  witli  Kingston ;  but, 
B  aoon  as  they  ehoold  have  their  own  minister,  thej  should  be 
deased  from  this  engagement 

To  the  second :  That  it  was  true  various  poraon^  from  the  Paltz 
lad  been  received  as  members  in  Kingston,  but  the  reason  was, 
lot  only  that  they,  according  to  the  promise  aforesaid,  paid  salary 
it  Kingston,  but  also  that  the  Paltz,  at  the  time,  had  no  other 
tnmister.  It  was  true,  also,  that  some  had  turned  again  to  King- 
ston, but  how  far  these  were  influenced  by  a  conviction  of  the 
nnlawfulness  of  John  Tan  Drieseen's  ministry,  waa  imknown  to 
the  Consistory :  still,  this  was  no  proof  that  the  Paltz  belonged  to 
Kingston,  for  these  members  could  just  as  well  have  gone  to  any 
other  congregation. 

To  the  third  they  replied :  That  it  was  wholly  untrue  that  the 
FiltE  has  had  no  other  Consistory  than  that  of  Kingston ;  for,  as 
tlw  church  book  shows,  in  August,  1683,  Pierre  Daillee  chose  and 
ordained  Louis  Da  Bois  for  elder,  and  Hugh  Frere  for  deacon ; 
sad  that  in  June,  1690,  Hugh  Frere  as  elder,  and  Louis  Bevier 
w  deacon,  were  chosen  and  ordained,  who  continued  in  office  till 
teir  death.  When  Mr.  John  Van  Driessen  came,  there  was  no 
Consistory,  and  he  consequently  constituted  one,  which  was  prop- 
erly acknowledged  by  Dom.  Mancius  as  lawful,  since  the  Coetus 
bad  already  set  him  the  example. 

Thus  we  believe  that  the  conclusion  of  Dom.  Mancius  is  false, 
lecaase,  as  appears  from  all  the  foregoing  reasons,  Paltz  has 
always  been  a  church  and  congregation  independently  of  Kingston, 
ind  consequently  that  the  ministerial  service  performed  here  by 
Dffln.  Goetschius  and  other  Eeformed  ministers  is  not  in  conflict 
with  Article  XV.  of  the  Church  Orders. 

Such  is  our  reply  to  Dom.  Mancius's  letter,  certified  under  our 
oni  hands. 

Samuel  Bevier, 
Dan'l.   Hasbrouck. 
In  preeenoe  of  E.  De  Witt,  Samuel  Bevier. 

The  foregoing  having  been  delivered  to  me  and  calmly  consid- 
ered, I  have,  after  calling  upon  the  Lord's  name,  in  the  name  of 
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the  Coetua,  acting  with  the  Consistory  and  Cliurch,  cboseu  an  elder 
and  a  deaoon,  and  after  three  separate  publications  of  their  nana 
to  the  congregation,  h&ve  ordained  them. 

In  confirmation  whereof,  I  here  subscribe  my  name, 

J.  Fryenmoet,  V.D.M.,  At  38. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Sept.  25,  1752. 

(Abstract) 

Letter  from  Rev,  Theodorus  Frelinghuysen,  of  Albany,  Jane  3S, 

1782;  received  September  25,  1752.     (Referred  to,  Vd.  18, 

309;  Vol.  24,  9,  13.) 

Not  long  after  his  arrival  at  Albany  he  served  the  Chnrdi  (rf 
Claverftck  occasionally  at  ita  request,  with  the  proclamation  of  ti» 
Word,  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments,  and  the  installatiffli 
of  members  of  the  Consistory.  After  that  Rev.  £^o  Tonkens 
van  Hoevenberg  came  from  Siiriiiame  to  this  church,  having  fint 
caused  some  confusion  in  New  York.  He  ministered  to  to 
churches  of  the  Manor  of  Livingston  and  Claverack  for  about  i 
year.  This  was  a  matter  of  gratification  to  the  writer,  not  having 
any  doubt  about  his  credentials ;  but  itr.  Hoevenberg  on  rqwrting 
himself  to  the  Coetus,  was  rejected  for  lack  of  certificates;  (mtlia 
account,  Mr.  Livingston  would  not  proceed  with  the  call.  Dissen- 
sions occurred  from  this,  so  that  Hoevenberg  challenged  that  ga>- 
tleman  to  the  sword,  and  removed  to  Rhinebeck.  A  portion  ot 
the  Claverack  people,  however,  still  continued  to  cling  to  him; 
another  portion  was  apprehensive  as  to  tlie  lawfulness  of  hw 
ministry. 

Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  meeting  Mr.  Hoevenberg,  requested,  in 
the  presence  of  the  consistory,  to  be  allowed  to  see  his  credentia]*. 
Whereupon  Hoevenberg  broke  forth  in  extravagant  language  in  » 
manner  not  fit  to  relate  to  the  High  Rev.  Classis.  Since  that  tin* 
the  Deacons  and  the  larger  portion  of  the  congr^ation  have  pro- 
tested against  his  ministrations.  The  Elders  and  another  porti(Hi 
>eep  faim  in  o£Bce.    Three  members  of  the  Coetus  state  in  a  leM^i 
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xii  came  to  Claverack,  that  this  Classis  for  weighty  reiuKniB 
1  not  have  anything  to  do  with  Bev.  HoevBnbei^;  since  thej 
in  doubt  at  Claverack  how  this  must  be  understood,  he  as  well 
the  Deacons  and  the  larger  part  of  the  congregation,  ask  that 
Classis  will  please  to  explain  iteelf ;  whether  it  reoogoizes  Rev. 
Bvenbei^  as  a  lawful  minister  for  these  r^ons;  or  not;  and 
?  promise  if  the  Classis  acknowledges  him,  they  will  give  him 
hajid  of  fraternity;  but  if  not  they  will  have  nothing  to  do 
b  him.     He  ends  with  salutations,     xxiii.  247,  248. 

COKKBSPONDENCB  IK   AuSRIOA. 

[he  CoetuB  of  New  York  to  the  Bov.  Ooetus  of  FeniurylTania, 

Sept.  29,  1752. 
7.,  Pions,  I/eamed,  and  Highly  Esteemed  Bretbreo: — 
^e  must  highly  approve  your  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
I  love,  shown  in  the  letter  of  Dom.  Schlatter,  containing  an 
raet  from  the  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  North  and  South 
Hand,  concemiijg  the  examination  of  Mr.  David  Marinus,  to- 
ber  with  a  proposal  to  us  whether  we  would  find  it  agreeable 
any  out  the  Synodical  resolution. 

)nr  brotherly  reply  is,  that  after  mature  deliberation  and  a 
sfol  inspection  of  your  letter  and  that  of  Dom.  Schlatter  to 
rinuB,  we  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  since  this  gentle- 
1,  witb  his  congr^ation,  belongs  under  the  Coetus  of  New 
i,  he  ought  to  he  exajnined  by  the  same.  Having  thus  oon- 
led,  we,  at  the  request  of  Marinus,  examined  him  by  two 
imiTUttores,  in  the  truths  of  theology,  the  languages,  etc,  and 
8  BO  satisfied  as  to  admit  him  to  the  office  of  the  nunistry,  and 
inll  be  ordained  at  an  early  day.     Thus  you  will  be  saved  the 

Wdially  wishing  that  the  Lord  would  bless  you  in  person  and 
k,  would  always  dwell  in  the  midst  of  your  Assembly,  and 
iper  with  his  grace  all  your  endeavors  for  the  ext^ision  of  hia 
^bou^t  Church,  so  that  Zion  may  be  built  up  in  your  i^ion, 
the  holy  Israel  of  his  people  enlarged.     We  remain,  in  all 
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esteem  and  fraternal  affection,  Your  servants  and  brethren  of  tha 
CoetU8  of  New  York, 

In  the  name  of  all, 

L.  De  Ronde,  V.  D.  M.,  Extraor.  Clerk. 
New  York,  September  29,  1752. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Death  of  Rev.  Calveralaege  and  CaU  of  Eev.  John  Wernerina 
Knevels  to  St  John. 

1752,  Oct.  2nd,  §  1.  Rev,  John  Plantinus  makes  knovn  is 
the  name  of  the  consiatory  of  St-  John,  (West  Indies,)  that  Ber. 
Calverlaege  died  at  St.  John.  The  Rev.  John  Wemerus  Enerda, 
S.  S.  Min.  Cand.,  at  Lejden,  was  called  to  that  place,  and  it 
requested  the  approval  of  that  call  by  this  Aaeembly;  .also  thll 
the  said  John  Werucrus  Knevels  may  he  at  this  session  esamiaec!,  ' 
finally,  and  after  proper  examination,  ordained,  because  a  ship 
will  sail  thither  before  another  regular  meeting  of  Classie.  Tht 
certificates,  both  from  Church  and  Classis,  were  found  to  be  pr«i»- 
worthy  and  excellent  testimonials  of  John  Wemerus  Knevels.  He 
having  already  arrived,  this  Assembly  approved  the  said  call,  uA 
granted  his  request  to  be  this  day  examined,  fijially.  As  a  tritl 
text  thoro  was  given  him  Matt.  7 :  24,  25 ;  for  examinaticm  in 
Hebrew,  Ps.  27;  in  Greek,  Acts  8.     xii.  307. 

(Letters  to)  Peter  de  Wind,  and  to  the  Consistory  of 
Stat£in  Island. 
I  6  ad  §  7.  A  letter  was  read  to  Rov.  de  Wind,  and  another  to 
the  consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island.  Both  of  these  were 
approved,  and  will  bo  sent  in  such  a  way,  that  the  letter  to  de  Wind 
shall  be  enclosed,  unsealed,  in  the  letter  to  the  consistory.  Quod 
factum,     xii.  308. 

New  York ;  in  particular  Arondeus. 

Art  13.    The  Deputies  ad  res  Exteraa,  together  with  Meeen. 

Visser,  van  Schelluyne,  and  van  de  Vorm,  have  examined  all  4* 

former  Acta  and  letters  of  parties,  pro  and  con,  in  the  oue  of 
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u^t  in  a  report  (pre-advioe) ,  whidi  is  to  be  found  in.  full  in 

Acta  of  the  Depp.  This  was  read  and  approved,  and  the 
era  shall  be  written  in  accordance  with  said  pre-advice,  and 

dispatched,    without   waiting   for    the    Claasis    in    January 


Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen's  letter  r^arding 
Kev.  Hoevenberg. 
irt.  14,  A  letter  was  read  from  Eev.  Theodore  Frielinghuy- 
,  minister  at  Albany,  dated  June  23,  1752,  in  the  name  of  tlie 
isistory  of  Claverack,  addressed  to  this  Assembly.  In  this  there 
i  request  that  Uie  Classis  would  declare  itelf  in  r^ard  to  Hev. 
wenbei^;  whether  he  was  rcoc^ized  as  such  a  minister  as 
)  to  whom  they  could  extend  a  call  in  that  country  without 
nue.  The  Classis  judges  that  for  this  once  this  private  letter 
^t  be  answered ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  that  Uiis  consistory 
mninded  of  the  Coetus.  Aa  to  Rev.  Hoevenberg,  the  Classis 
3S  indeed  reo^nize  him  as  a  minister  in  Suriname,  but  not  in 
w  York;  for  there  has  never  come  before  them  any  act  of  dis- 
ssion  of  Hoevenbe^.  As  to  the  rest,  the  Assembly  will  have 
:liiiig  more  to  do  with  said  gentleman,  xii.  309. 
(The  Clafisis  henceforth  considered  all  letters  as  unofficial,  which 
I  not  come  through  the  Coetua. ) 

Acts  of  the  Cussis  of  Austbbbam. 
Pinal  Examination  and  Ordination  of  John  W.  Knevels  for 

St  Johns,  W.  I. 
4rt.  15.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  William  Filenius  Kruythof, 
)eared  at  this  session  with  — (illegible) — ^wiah  for  blessing,  to 
preeeut  at  the  final  examination  of  the  Messrs.  Cornelius  Griese, 
led  to  Eatavia,  and  John  Wemerus  Knevels,  called  to  St.  John, 
est  Indies).  Each  of  these  gentlemen  preached  a  sermon  to 
satisfaction  of  the  Assembly  on  the  words  assigned  them,  and 
«  admitted  to  the  final  examination.  Also  Mr.  Jacob  Swart, 
3.  TheoL  Stud,  preaohed  with  satisfaction  on  the  text  pre- 
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vioQsly  assigned  to  bim,  and  was  admitted  to  tbe  prepan 
examination.  These  three  gentlemen  were  then  questioned 
K«T.  deJonge,  aa  Examiner,  both  in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek, 
tiie  principal  articles  of  Sacred  Theology.  They  gave  Huch  t 
faction  that  the  Kev.  Deputy  of  Synod  and  the  entire  &aaa 
made  not  the  least  objection  to  ordaining  the  first  two  as  minif 
Thia  was  done.  Hev,  Jacob  Swart  was  admitted  to  the  ofBc 
public  preadiing.  AU  of  them  were  also  first  required  to  repti< 
the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Eoel  and  Dr.  Beikker;  to 
the  Formulae  of  Concord  and  the  Post  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  I 
and  to  promise  that  tbey  would  read,  word  for  word,  without 
change,  the  Forms  for  Baptism  and  the  Holy  Supper;  eeptc 
tiie  last  three  questions  in  the  Form  for  Baptism.  The  Ker.  S 
also  took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Examiner  was  thai 
The  Bev.  Deputatus  took  leave  with  his  good  wishes,  and 
responded  to  with  the  good  wishes  (of  Classis)  in  return,  bj 
President.  Bev.  Jacob  Swart  was  given  a  laudable  certifi 
xii.  309. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistories  of  Bergen 

Staten  Island,  Oct  2,  1752.     Vol.  30,  p.  295,  No.  157. 

ferred  to  in  Vol.  xxiv,  13. 

To  the  Worthy  Brethren,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  at  Berg 
and  Staten  Island. 
Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

A  few  days  after  we  had  forwarded  our  letter  of  July  12  ( 
1T52,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  P.  De  Wind,  dated  Junt 
1752,  wherewith  he  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  Iftter  from  Eev.  1 
stok,  etc  From  this  he  thinks  he  can  prove  that  he  was  deo 
by  Eev,  Wynstok,  and  concludes  by  saying  that  he  did  not  de 
such  severe  action  in  connection  with  his  deposition,  and 
wishes  to  offer  himself  a  second  time  for  examination.  We 
carefully  considered  its  contents,  but  find  ourselves  compellt 
abide  by  our  former  resolution  of  deposition,  whidi  has 
already  sent  to  you.    We  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  to  yn 
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Tvplj  to  Mr.  De  Wind,  with  the  request  to  hand  this  latter  over 
to  him,  after  having  read  it  yourselvea.  We  therefore  leave  it 
nitsealed. 

We  remain,  after  wishing  every  blessing  upon  you,  your  (^Scee 
and  your  congregation,  with  all  esteem. 

Signed  as  abova 

In  onr  Clasaical  Assembly  at  Amsterdam,  Oct.  2,  17S2. 

Acts  of  tub  Ci^ssis  of  Amstbbdau. 

The  Olassis  of  Amsterdam  to  Pieter  De  Wint,  Oct  2,  1752. 
Vol.  30,  page  297,  No.  168.    Eef.  xxiv.  13. 
ToMr.P.  deWint, 

Dear  Sir: — ^We  duly  received  on  Aug.  11th,  your  Hon's.  letter 
of  June  13,  1762,  with  the  copies  of  certificates  enclosed,  and 
letters  from  Bev.  Wynstok,  one  original  and  one  copied.  We  see 
titaefrom,  that  your  Hon.  wmplains  about  the  sentence  of  depo- 
B&m,  (deportation)  which  we  passed  upon  you,  as  being,  in  your 
opinion,  too  severe,  pretending,  as  you  do,  that  yon  must  have  been 
ianooently  misled  by  Kev.  Wynstok.  We  have  considered  the 
Ittter,  a  copy  of  which  you  sent  us,  and  by  which  you  think  you 
an  prove  that  Rev.  Wynstok  must  have  deceived  you-  But  we 
fail  to  see  that  it  proves  such  a  far-reaching  accusation  against 
Bct.  Wynstok,  as  you  deduce  therefrom.  We  cannot  even  recon- 
oile  its  contents  with  the  account  which  you  yourself  gave  us  pre- 
riondy  of  that  letter.  We  fear,  therefore,  that  your  Hon.  is 
lowering  himself  more  and  more  by  the  invention  of  untruths  and 
&lBe  nccttsations.  This  is  not  the  way  for  you  to  act,  to  enable 
^  to  set  you  on  your  feet  again  and  to  reinstate  you  in  the  Holy 
Ifiniatry.  On  the  contrary,  we  find  ourselves  necessitated  to  abide 
by  your  former  resolution  of  deposing  (deporting)  your  Hon.  and 
<rf  declaring  you  imfit  for  church  service.  We  cannot  make  the 
■li^test  diange  in  that  resolution  until  we  become  convinced  of 
jonr  innocence.  To  that  end  it  would  be  necessary  for  you,  in 
cue  you  fe^  aggrieved  by  this  resolution,  and  hold  yourself  in 
a  to  be  innocent  to  institute  action  against  Bev.  Wynstt^, 
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and  to  Bununon  bini  to  appear  beforcF  his  competant  judge,  to 

answer  your  charges. 

Meanwhile  wo  advise,  exhort,  and  beseech  you  earnestly,  to  be 

careful  to  refrain  from  adding  new  luiadeeds  to  the  former  (mea; 

and  to  think  over  the  paat,  to  honor  the  voice  of  God,  to  mate 

confession  to  him,  to  humble  yourself  before  God,  and  to  seA 

reoonciliation  in  the  blood  of  sacrifice  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Chriat 

Our  wish  is  that  the  God  of  all  grace  may  prepare  your  heutj 

therefor  by  the  power  of  the  Hoiy  Spirit. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  Hon's.  obedient  and  well-wishing  aorvants,  Ab 

members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     In  the  name  of  all, 

Jacobus  Tyken,  V.D.SI.  CI.  Amst.  CI.  Depp,  h,  t,  Praeeee.    • 
Jacob  de  Jouge,  V.D.M.  CI.  Amst.  CI.  Depp.  h.  t,  Scriba, 

In  this  Classical  Assembly 

at  Amsterdam,  Oct  2,  1752. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam, 
Rev.  Schuneman  shall  be  examined. 
1752,  Oct.  5th.  §  2.  Kev.  John  Schuneman  was  present,  Sa 
had  for  some  tima  studied  under  certain  ministers  in  NoiA 
America,  in  the  province  of  New  Yorlc,  and  brought  with  hia 
from  that  country  laudable  certificates.  He  requested  permiann 
to  undei^  the  preparatory  and  final  examinations,  as  he  lui ' 
already  been  called  as  minister  by  the  congr^ation  at  "gatjhid 
(CatsktU)  and  Coxsackie,  in  said  province.  His  request  wM  ■ 
granted  him  for  the  noxt  Classis  in  the  New  Year.  The  clerk  w» 
directed  to  nxite  to  the  ^Examiner,  van  Weua,  and  give  him  niHvB 
hereof,  that  a  trial  text  might  be  assigned  to  the  examinandai, 
etc.,  and  that  he  should  officiate  in  the  Claasis  at  the  appointed 
time.  The  letter  was  read  to  the  Assembly,  approved  and  sobas- 
quenUy  sent     xii.  310. 
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COBBBSPONDEXOB  FKOU   AUSKIOA. 

ev.  Gerard  Haa^oort  to  the  Claesis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct  11, 1752. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol  ii. 

Addmied:    To  tbe  Bev.  CUuli  of  Amiterdam. 

encloied  and  found  s  good  and.  lodeed. 
mr  <vpaTtiiiilt7  to  do  >o,  I  wish  to  eiprfsa,  btieflj,  that  I  cannot  bide  mr  ■iton- 
liownt  at  my  not  K^ttlag  an  anawer  to  tbe  protest  asalnit  onr  Coetna.  etc..  which 
MBt  ronr  UevB.  aucti  a  long  time  ago:  or  at  any  rate,  an  answer  to  my  precedlcg 
ittM.  Nor  can  1  forbear  to  mention  tbat  our  Coetna  baa.  (for  and  In  tbe  t>ebalf 
f  KsT.  Schlatter,  of  Penni; Ivenla,  whom  tbe  SfDods  of  Holland  bad  anthotiied 
hrtnto).  ordatned  Rev.  (David)  Harlnns  to  (be  mlnlstr;  at  Aqnackanonck.  TbU 
kBRb  wnB  fonnerlj  nnlted  with  that  of  Second  Blvec.  here.  It  belonged  to  onr 
JDtIm  and  waa  alnayi  antHirdiiiate  to  (be  Rer.  Claaals  of  Amsterdam,  all  of  wblcb 
t  well  known  to  j-oar  Revs.  I  must  confeBH  m;  Inabllll;  to  comprebend  bow  all 
Ma  an  t>e  done,  and  how  It  can  be  Indicated,  (reconciled).  Tbe  Clauli  refnaes 
PcnalHlon  for  anch  thlnga)  and  with  good  reaaona.  Tbe  Sfnods,  wbicb  we  do  not 
MMi,  and  to  wblcb  we  da  not  belong,  allow  It:  and  that.  also,  by  a  penon  (Scblat- 
«t|  Tbo  tUB  not  the  Bllghtest  relation  to  qb.  He  Is  a  Swiss,  and  was  fonneTlr  Bent 
MN  by  tbe  HynodB.  to  the  German  charehea  In  Pennaylranla.  Bnt  ho  has,  on  hia 
>«it  lathorlty,  undertaken  eren  to  examine  the  aald  Marlnua,  and  to  lleenae  blm, 
Bre  blm  lll>erty  to  preach)  and  that  at  Aquackanonck. 

Can  all  tble  be  done  wllbont  tbe  Ber.  ClaaalBT  If  bo,  why  not  prevent  It!  If  not, 
:ke  nme  coarse,  (to  license)  la  open  to  ns.  nnleBS  It  be  declared  Illegal.  Bnt  I  tbink 
4e  mlitake  Ilea  In  tbla,  that  tbe  Synods  thought  that  Aqaackanonck  was  altnated 
a  rennsylTanla!  In  tbnt  caae,  however,  the  blame  rests  on  Rev.  Scblatter.  and  on 
Ui«  uev.  UlaBBls.  Tbey  know  better,  and  they  will  have  to  answer  (or  It.  Or.  do 
'*t  HynodB  have  any  knowledge  of  our  Coetus  at  nil?  It  Ib  only  to  Rev.  (Gnallenis) 
la  Holi  that  any  letters  are  written.  Tbe  Oietaa  la  paaaed  by.  In  regard  to  the 
tanaylvanla  mattere:  after  the  great  cominotton  brought  alioat  by  Scblatter,  I 
kkoild  tike,  after  farther  Infoimatlon.  to  give  tbe  Bev.  CIbbbIb  a  fuller  account 
Uua  I  can  now  do.  For  want  of  time,  I  can  but  bnrrledly  Jot  down  (a  few  tbings). 
Witta  a  view  to  preventing  general  tnmult,  disunion  and  disruption.  Of  these  ne 
have  rnongh  here  already.  I  abould  like  lo  find  a  way  for  potting  everything  to 
OghtsL 

Tbe  Oerman  charehea  here.  dIsBatlatled  with  tbe  refuaal  of  the  Bev.  Claaala; 
■bald  ot  tbe  danger  and  the  expense  of  seadlDg  tbetr  studenta  over  (Co  Europe); 
Rnagtbened  by  tbe  Srnoda'  advice  to  that  Pbllsdelphla  Coetos,  In  order  to  obtain 
ban  tbe  rigbt  of  promotion;  tbey  are  trying  to  get  ns  to  nnlte  witb  the  EngllBh 
PnaliyterlaDB  or  Independents,  who  have  a  Synod  here,  and  also  one  In  Pblladel- 
Ml  Bo  there  Is  danger  of  their  becoming  estranged,  or  falling  away  from  tbe 
hHsMl  Chnrch  of  Holland:  tor  wblcb.  (belonging  to  a  State  Obureb)  we  are  lastly 
■Ksfnlied  here):  and  even  of  becoming  Independent  and  so  taking  a  tree  poaltlon. 
a*  tbat  strange  German  Coetua— wblcb  the  Synods,  however,  think  might  be  con- 
Mned  a  Claaals.  Already  there  are  beginnings  toward  this,  and  they  of  Aqnack- 
Wiaek  have  made  an  attempt  at  II.  All  I  wish  to  remark  aboDt  the  matter  now,  la 
ttat.  If  It  were  to  come  about,  aa  la  to  be  feared.  It  would  be  better  for  them  to 
Wit  with  ns.  Inasmuch  ss  they  bare  no  Liturgy,  Forms,  etc. 

Ulerlng  my  services,  and  wishing  your  Keva.  every  blessing,  I  remain,  Bev.  Sirs 
•><  Respected  Brethreu.  Your  Bevs.'  Obedient  Servant, 

Qerard  Haeghoort. 

Bccl.  at  Second  Blver. 

"MBd  aiver,  Oct  n,  iia. 

■««lv»a.  Dec.  19,  17M. 
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Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Acta  of  the  Deputies,  Nov.  22,  1752. 

(Abstract.) 

Letter  from  Hoeveuberg  and  the  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhinebed, 

(Rhinebeck  Flats.) 

Letter  fnjm  Rev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  and  other  members  oi 

the  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhinebeck  on  the  Flats,  dated  Febmuy 

26,  1762.    Received  Nov.  22,  1752;  with  an  enclosure. 

1.  In  thia  letter  they  make  known  that  they  have  called,  t> 
their  pastor,  Eggo  Tonkes  Van  Hoevenbei^,  (formerly)  minislff 
at  Paramaribo,  called  (first)  as  minister  to  New  York,  (butnwr 
to)  Livingston  Manor,  and  Claveraek.  They  make  request  tbit 
we  would  forward  to  said  Rev.  Hoevenberg  his  ecclesiastical  dih 
mission,  and  assign  him  to  them,  according  to  Church  Orderj 
also  a  copy  of  (the  record  of)  his  examination  and  of  his  call  to 
Suriname,  in  order  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  who  seek  to 
away  the  good  name,  or  the  character  of  him,  whom  they  ieim- 
for  their  pastor.  The  letter  is  signed  by  Rev.  Van  HoevenherJ 
four  elders  and  three  deacons,  the  fourth  deacon  having  died. 

2.  The  enclosure  contains  a  "  Specvus  facto  "  in  explanatioo  tt 
the  letter : 

(1)  After  that  the  unanimous  call  of  Rev.  Hoevenbei^  to 
city  of  New  York  had  been  nullified  by  a  majority  vote,  becMH 
he  had  said  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  intrigues  a| 
Rev.  (Gualterus)  Du  Bois  and  (Elder)  Bankert;  and  also  became 
there  had  been  presented  to  him,  without  any  order  of  the  0(» 
aistory,  a  paper,  by  the  signing  of  which  he  would  bind  himadf 
to  unite  with  the  Coetus ;  which  he  had  also  rtifused  to  do,  inaiA- 
ing  that  he  should  be  called  on  the  same  footing  as  Ritzema  whft 
had  not  obligated  himself  by  any  such  subscription :  (after  di>^ 
for  such  reasons  bis  call  had  been  nullified),  Lord  Robert  Living- 
ston,  Junior,  brought  Rev.  Hoevenberg  to  Livingston  Manor  ui 
asked  tlie  people  of  Claveraek  to  unite  in  calling  him.  The  terat 
were  agreed  on;  the  call  was  signed,  first  by  the  Patroon,  Jr.  Bow- 
aelaer,  azid  the  Ckmsietory  of  Claveraek,  but  the  pairoon  of  Jif 
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igstOD  Manor  now  refuses  to  sign ;  for  there  had  come  to  the  ears 
f  the  dfHnine  (the  patroou?)  an  angry  saying  of  Rev.  Van  Hoe- 
mberg,  through  one  of  the  nearest  friends  of  Robert  Livingston, 
"bey,  thereupon,  had  a  quarrel,  but  were  reconciled,  ecclesias- 
ically.  Livingston,  however,  after  the  reconciliation  still  refused 
9  dgn. 

(3)  Meantime  Hoevenberg  is  called  to  Lower  Bhinebeck.  He 
eaves  because  (the  lord  of  the)  Manor  refused  to  sign  his  call. 
9/hea  he  had  been  there  a  half  year,  he  is  wanted  on  Long  Island, 
therefore  they  give  him  a  dismission  declaring  that  they  are  sati*- 
Bed  with  hie  doctrine  and  life.  In  proof  thereof,  the  Consistory 
mt^ved  to  allow  him  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper.  This,  Uie 
bmine  administered  the  first  time  without  any  opposition;  but 
hd  second  time  it  was  done  not  without  opposition,  because  it  was 
WW  mmored  that  Rev.  Hoevenberg  was  not  legally  a  minister. 

Sev.  Frelinghuysen  having  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  in 
lie  year  1751,  made  an  offer  to  an  elder  at  Claverack,  to  give  them 
I  preaching  service  in  the  week  tima  Rev.  Hoevenberg  came  to 
war  Rev,  Frelinghuysen,  and  to  remove  the  dispute.  Rev.  Fre- 
ingfanyseD  agrees  to  hold  a  consistory  meeting  after  the  service 
md  to  quelcb  the  dispute,  which  Hoevenbei^  also  requested.  On 
Jie  next  day,  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  claimed  that  the  Consistory  of 
IHaverack  was  his  (Consistory),  that  he  wished  to  keep  that  con- 
;n^tion  together.  He  demanded  that  Hoevenberg  should  show 
lis  docmnents.  This  the  latter  refused  to  do,  saying  that  he  had 
ihown  them  before  to  the  full  Claverack  Consistory,  and  that  the 
ildos  declared  that  they  had  seen  these  and  were  satisfipd ;  and 
^t  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  had  no  more  right  to  demand  these  of 
Ber.  Hoevenberg,  who  had  been  in  office  for  two  years  already, 
flan  for  Rev.  Hoevenberg  to  demand  those  of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen ; 
md  the  more  so,  because  Mancius  had  installed  him  at  Rhinebeck 
Ml  the  strength  of  his  documents.  After  this  had  occurred,  the 
ConMstory  asked  Rev.  Hoevenberg  to  preach.  Thereupon  Freling- 
Buyam  refused  to  preach,  because  he  would  suffer  no  other  preacher 
>tt  lis  congregation.  However,  upon  persuasion  of  the  elders,  he, 
(iielin^uys^)  preached  in  the  forenoon  and  Rev.  Hoevenberg 
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in  the  afternoon,  Rev.  Frelinghujseii,  contrary  to  tiis  pnmii^ 
now  wrait  away  to  Kindertook,  without  holding  a  Oaoasla^ 
Meeting.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  call  of  He 
berg  had  been  signed  by  Claverack  and  that  the  elders  had  uxefii 
him,  as  their  minister,  in  the  winter  of  1752.  Kev.  Frelin^nyan 
again  held  seirice  in  the  Livingston  Manor.  The  elders  of  Clir- 
erack  were  l^en  summoned  by  the  deacons,  to  meet  in  the  •pKeeoas 
of  Rev.  Frelinghuysen,  at  Livingston  Manor,  or  at  Cla?erad: 
They  agreed  to  appear  before  the  Consistory  of  Livingston  Manet 
provided  Rev,  JIancius  were  present 

(3)  These  having  appeared,  the  deacons  claimed  that  the  eldtrs 
should  prove,  that  liev.  Van  Hoevenberg  was  a  lawful  ministH. 
Rev.  Manciiu  proposed,  in  tlic  name  of  Hoevenberg,  to  leave  its' 
to  the  Judgment  of  this  Classis,  and  that  Hoevenberg  abtml^' 
remain  in  office  at  Claverack;  that  the  deacons  should  bring  Bei. 
FrolinghuyBen,  and  further,  ailmonish  his  followers  to  peace;  tsi 
that  they  should  tvrite  conjointly  (to  Holland  i)  for  brevity's  cab; 
but  Frelinghuysen  said  that  he  \*anled  to  write  by  himself.  Thn» 
elders  of  Claverack  declare  that  the  second  and  third  articles  u» 
true,  becauflo  thoy  were  present  But  the  first  in  regard  to  Ne» 
York,  they  leave  to  the  account  of  Hoevenberg.  This  endosDie 
was  signed  by  three  elders  of  Claverack,  March  30,  1752.  xxiii- 
284-287. 


Call  of  Tuomah  Rombin  to  Tut  Chdbcues  of  Oystbr  B*y  aw 
(conditionally)  Jamaica,  Noveubeb  27,  1752. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 
Copy  of  the  Letter  calling  Thomas  Romein  to  Oyster  Bay  ud 
•Jamaica;  as  also  the  signing  of  it  by  Thomas  Romein,  as  re- 
gards Jamaica,  Noi'ember  27,  1752. 

IQ  tbe  P^ar  ot  the  Lord's  Hoi;  Namr.  Amen! 
Whereas  Ibe  preschlug  of  Cod's  Uolj  Word  ts  the  meana  ordBlned  br  Hl>  iK 
leading  men  unio  aalvBtlon:  We,  IbGiefore.  the  uudervlfnied.  Fidera  aiid  dMCOM  it 
prMtePt  coDstitullng  the  rooBlittoriE'ii  of  the  conibLued  rhurcb?a  of  Jamaica  iM 
Oj-Btec  Bay  lu  Queeua  Connij-  on  1-ocg  Island.  In  (be  I'roTlnce  of  Sew  York,  kartf 
heard  tbe  ^If"  of  Mr.  Tbomai  RomelD,  atiidtnt  of  Sacred  Tbeologr,  and  "lA 
whom  onT  cburcbe*  are  aatlslled,  and  mito  whom  they  cry  ont.  ai  they  bnrtr  '■■ 
"Come  over  to  m  and  belli  as":  (We.  the  CotutHtorlea)  came  together  In  tbt  IW 
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the  Lord,  to  conatder  eerlonslj  concerning  that  great  matter,  the  making  out  • 

(or  him. 
rter  calling  aimn  Qod'i  Hoi;  Name,  ire  resolved,  by  nnanlmoni  vote  to  call  the 
reaald  Mr.  Thoma*  Romeln;  and  hcreb;  ire  do  call  him  to  be  oar  lawful  Shepherd 
1  Teacher,  to  ofllclate  among  na  Id  Che  Bacrcd  Ulnlatrr  according  to  the  reqnlre- 
9ta  of  the  Hoi;  Scripture,  and  of  the  RefoTmed  Doctrine  and  dlsclpltne  as  eatab- 
led  la  the  Dutch  Reformed  Cbarcb  br  tbe  Christian  Sjnod  held  at  Dordrecht.  Id 

rears.  ISIS  and  1119. 

nd  we  ml]  hia  HeT.  on  Ihe  following  conditions: 

Int.-  That  his  Bev.  Shall  go  to  Europe  as  soon  as  passible,  in  order  to  take  tbe 
paiatorr  eiaminatlon  before  bq;  Reverpnd  Befonned  CIbbbIb  In  one  of  the  seven 
nhices  of  the  Dnlted  Netheilands;  and  baring  become  a  ministerial  candidate,  to 
•ent  himself  for  flnal  examination  to  tbe  Ter^  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  i  and 
Ji  the  ISTlng  on  of  bands,  according  to  apostolic  and  Ueformed  usage,  to  be  set 
irt  and  ordained  lo  the  sacred  mluiatrj. 
ieenidly.-    That.  when,  nnder  tbe  Providence  of  God,  bia  Bev.  sbali  have  come  to 

he  ahill  dlBCbarge  ail  tbe  dotlcs  of  tbe  sacred  mlnlalrj,  as  a  godi;  Shepherd  and 
icber  Of  tbe  Reformed  Chnrcb  of  Jeana  Christ  onght  to  doi  by  calling  npoD  the 
d  D(  Heaven,  preaching  the  Word  of  Qod  In  purlly.  ndmlnlsterlng  tbe  Holy  Sacia- 
gta  aa  luatltnted  by  ChrlBt;  by  lastructlag  tbe  youtb,  exercising  church  discipline, 
Itlng  the  alck.  and,  In  every  rcHpect.  by  exercising  a  good  ovctsigbt  of  the  Chareh 
Jena  Cbrlat,  to  tbe  extent  of  bis  ability. 

rMrdly;  That.  In  health  and  when  tbe  weather  Is  suitable,  with  God'fl  permlsalon. 
I  Sev.  ilull,  from  Eaater  to  tbe  begluolng  of  November,  preacb  twice  on  every 
id's  Day.  by  tarns  In  tbe  eburcbes  of  (be  above  named  congregations:  In  the  (ore- 
en  ftom  any  text  In  God'a  Holy  Word,  and  In  the  afternoon,  following  the  line  of 
e  Heidelberg  Catechism.  For  the  remaluder  o(  Ibe  year,  preaching  once  on  tbe 
Kd's  Day  will  be  sufficient. 

foartJUir:  That,  on  the  Feast-days,  his  Bev.  aball  bold  services  according  to  the 
age  of  the  Reformed  Gharcbeo. 

flflU^.-  That.  If  God  permit,  bis  Bev.  shall  administer  tbe  Lord's  Supper  font 
DM  ■  year,  by  turns  in  each  church;  once  oo  ChiiatniBa  Buoday.  or  on  tbe  Sunday 
iDowIni  Chrlstmaa.  when  Gbrlslmas  does  not  fall  on  Sunday,  and  when  It  happens 
lb*  at  tbe  place  whOBe  turn  It  is  for  tbe  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper; 
Kt  again  on  Baater  Snndayi  by  these  two  communion  seasons  tbe  others  will  have 
>  be  regulated. 
aiMtUt:  That,  before  each  celebration  of  Ihe  Lord's  Snpper.  his  Bev.  aball  preach 

preparatory  sermon,  and  do  family  visiting  ao  far  as  weather  and  time  allow,  so 
I  to  get  around  through  tbe  congregation  once  In  each  year. 

On  tbese  aald  conditions,  we,  the  conelBtorles  of  tbe  BforeEBid  chnrchea  of  Jamaica 
bd  Oyster  Bay,  In  onr  capacity  as  eiders  and  deacons,  do,  for  ourselves  and  for  oar 
DNtaaoiB  from  time  to  time,  promise  his  Rev.,  bo  long  as  he  shall  be  car  Shepherd 
»a  Teacher  besides  all  the  love  and  obedience  due  to  a  faithful  minister  of  tbe 
idiiwl  according  to  Che  Word  of  Qod: 

nnrt;  That  upon  the  acceptance  end  signing  of  this  call,  we  wlH  give  his  Bev. 
Wy  pounds,  money  carrent  In  the  Province  of  New  York. 

hmsdly:  That  we  will  give  to  bis  Bev.,  and  keep  In  repair,  a  suitable  dwelling, 
•It^  a  bam.  garden  and  well,  ancb  aa  shall  be  agreeable  to  bla  Rev.  and  to  the 
tuckes:  together  with  ten  acres  ot  land  In  tbe  village  of  Jamaica,  not  far  from 
*«  chnrcb. 

TMrdV-   That,  for  the  time  hia  Ri 
lltlM,  we  will  provide  hlnj  with  men 

timrnilt:  That  we  will  deliver  at  bla  Bev's.  door  as  mnch  firewood  as  may  be 
Wdpd. 

nttUg:  That  we  will  pay  bis  Bev.,  yearly  and  each  year,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
«  entreat  money  of  Che  Province,  In  two  Installments,  one  exact  half  o(  It  each  half 
'«r;  one  balf  year's  salary  to  be  paid  at  his  InsCallatlon. 

We.  then,  the  onderslgned  Conalstorles.  offer  and  present  this  call  (o  the  aforesaid 
If.  TbMua  Bomelu,  with  the  desire  that  be  should  accept  tbe  same  In  tbe  fear  of 
»»  Lord;  and  with  tbe  prayer  Chat  the  good  Qod.  tlip  Great  Ruler  of  tbla  world, 
Uy  lie  pleased  to  guide  bim  safely  over  the  wild  waters,  and  bring  him  to  ns  with 
At  rich  UeaslDgs  of  the  Gospel. 
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THat  In  aiB.  our  action,  we  tn  slnceR  ind  we  11 -disposed,  we  ittcst  br  "tt^ 
our  Bands  and  aears  Uicreto.  on  thia  the  nth  of  November  In  the  jctt  iTtt 
Tneneo*  Covert  JeroQcmns  Rappelje 

filbert  HoKplnat  Bern.  Noorslrint 

BIders.   Jooat  Dnryp  Ueacooa.   JorlB  Belmet 

Cornells  Bnogland  lutnk  Bemsen 

Daniel  Voorhcea  bu 

Petras  Hegemcn  Jobsonli  I  B  Bennet 

Subjoined  u  wllneisci,   JohannlB  FriellnEhnj'Ben,  V.  D.  U. 

U.  Van  Slnderen,  T.  D.  U. 
Signed  and  Sealed  In  ni;  presence, 

Jan  heUeTtt,  Initlce  of  the  Peace  Id  Kings  CobbIt. 
1,  the  nndertlgned.  accept  this  call  Id  the  fear  of  God'a  Holj  Name. 

Thomas  Rotnejn,   CoUnta   Concordant. 
Jacob  de  Jonge,  Dep,  ad  res  Hit.,  Praesea.  IM 
Bee  onr  letter  to  the  Coetoa,  Beptembei  S,  11S3.    No.  13. 

AcTB  OF  THE  CtAssra  OF  Amstehdam. 
Letter  from  Peter  de  Wind. 
1752,  Dec.  5th.  g  6  ad  6.  There  arrived  a  letter  from  Peter 
de  Wind,  with  a  statement  from  his  mother.  The  two  having  been 
read,  the  Assemhiy  ia  of  the  opinion  that  this  case  must  be  1^ 
in  statu,  until  further  reply  has  come  in  to  our  last  communication 
to  the  Coetus  of  Now  York,  as  well  aa  to  him  (De  Wind.)    xii.  313. 

Acts  of  the  Cla.ssis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Clasais  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,     Dea  5, 

1752.    Vol.  30,  page  308,  No.  163.    Ref.  xsiv.  16, 

To  the  Eev.  Coetua  of  New  York. 

Rev,  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

Ahout  the  middle  of  August  we  found  ourselves  honored  by  » 
communication  from  you,  under  date  of  April  17,  1752,  and 
signed  by  Rev.  llaeghoort  and  Leydt  as  President  and  Scribe  <rf 
your  Assembly.  There  also  came  the  Minutes  of  Coetus  held  Sefl 
10  and  Oct,  16,  1751,  and  April  14,  1752,  with  still  another  doco- 
ment  signed  by  Rev.  Ritzema  as  Clerk  Extraordinary. 

That  we  received  your  communication  of  Oct.  18,  1751,  ad- 
eeming Peter  De  Wind,  containing  the  requested  peeudo-ClaaaiciI 
certificate,  lias  been  learned  by  you  already  from  our  nuBsivB  of 
July  17,  1752,  We  therein  also  declare,  (as  we  made  reniaito 
conoeming  the  resolution  of  the  ClaBsis  of  Neder  VolTiwe  of  April 
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i,  of  wliich  we  sent  joa  a  copy,  and  for  other  reasons  also,) 
adhere  to  our  first  resolution  reepecting  the  disposition  of 
B  Wind.  Since  then  we  have  reoeived  another  letter  from 
id,  dated  Jane  13,  1752,  with  documents,  in  which  he 
hat  he  was  innocently  deceived,  and  lequeets  to  be  rdn- 
a.  the  ministry.  But  the  proofs  which  he  presents  are 
ate,  and  give  us  reason  to  fear  that  he  is  still  furtbeo* 
Bg  himself  in  sin  by  the  inventicoi  of  new  lies  and  accuaa- 
We  therefore  wrote  him  on  the  2nd  of  Oct  last  that  we 
ake  no  change  in  our  resolution ;  but  if  he  be  really  ag- 
by  our  decision,  if  he  in  good  faith,  deems  himself  inno- 
shoald  cite  tiie  gentlemen  by  whom  he  was  deceived  before 
petent  judge  in  order  that  he  may  explain.  We  have  in- 
the  Consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  of  this  our 
lation. 

■ding  tiie  protest  of  Kev.  Haeghoort  of  which  we  find  men- 
ie  in  the  Minutes  of  Coetus ;  as  also  an  offer  in  your  lett^ 
IS  further  light  thereupon,  if  need  be,  we  answer :  We  have 
)T  to  inform  you  that  Rev.  Ha^hoort  wrote  us  on  Dec  12, 
bout  this  business.  We  replied  that  we  were  not  in  a 
to  decide  in  reference  to  his  objections  in  the  protest, 
according  to  that  golden  lesson,  Audi  et  alieram  partem, 
beard  from  you  also.  We  heartily  wish  that  this  affair 
you  and  him  were  amicably  setUed  independently  of  us. 
e  requested  him  to  strive  with  all  his  powers  to  this  end, 
expect  you  to  do  the  same,  that  brotherly  harmony  and 
)eace  may  prevail  among  you.  If  however,  (which  we 
t),  Hev.  Ha^hoort  should  appeal  to  us,  aud  we  are  oom- 
o  decide,  we  requeet  you  to  forward  the  report  of  the 
tee  on  that  Protest,  and  whatever  else  will  give  us  light 
Bse. 

ongi»ntinued  and  severe  disputes  between  Bevs.  Arondens 
m  Siuderen  and  their  adherents  go  deep  into  onr  hearts, 
e  therefore  not  only  given  profound  attention  to  what  is 
i  in  three  different  Asaembliea  of  the  Coetus,  but  also  to 
rqwrted  from  the  Committee  sent  to  Long  Island  in  Nov. 

6« 
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1751.  We  Tv«re  informed  of  this  in  a  letter  from  Bern.  lUtnai 
and  De  Ronde,  as  well  as  in  one  from  Kev.  FrteUnghuTzaL  Tim 
statementa  were  useful  to  us,  and  we  learned  from  the  Minntwd 
the  Coetus,  that  they  acquiesoed  in  the  report  of  the  CcHnmitto; 
but  we  did  not  discover  just  the  character  of  this  report  B*: 
through  our  Committee  ad  res  Exteras,  and  some  special  oo* 
mittees  on  this  business,  we  have  examined  ihe  former  Acts  ui; 
Beports  sent  to  us,  relating  to  the  bc^nning  and  progress  of  tlM: 
disputes.  Having  earnestly  and  dispassionately  considered  eWT 
thing  hearing  on  the  case,  we  have  reason  to  command  your  Inf. 
suffering  in  the  treatment  of  these  disputes,  and  to  praise  die 
action  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Long  Island.  Finally,  we»: 
dorse  the  peremptory  decision  of  Eev.  Coetus  of  April,  1752,  wtiil 
we  also  approve  by  these  presents.  The  resolutiim.  you  fonnei^' 
adopted,  was  approved  by  our  Classis  on  Jan.  12,  1751.  Sina 
then  your  Acts  agree  with  our  advice.  It  appears  from  the  bfA- 
less  efforts  of  the  Committee  on  Long  Island  that  Eev.  AnwdM 
has  made  no  proper  confession,  and  is  therefore  unworthy  to  (*■ 
oupy  the  pulpit  on  Long  Island ;  for  by  his  conduct  he  has  oc* 
sioned  much  and  shameful  confusion,  and  enkindled  flames  « 
dissensions. 

It  would  be  very  agreeable  to  us  and  doubtless  to  you  titu,  if 
this  last  decision  could  end  the  differences  on  Long  Island  lai 
extinguish  the  flames  of  discord.  But  the  several  circunifituiai 
and  accounts  make  us  fear  the  contrary ;  for 

1.  The  large  number  of  176  families  adhere  to  Arondeus  ui 
wish  to  retain  him  as  their  pastor,  if  he  will  only  make  a  pR^* 
confession. 

2.  Several  citizens  of  New  York  have  interested  thema^vM  ii 
the  situation  and  deeire  to  find  some  means  of  paciflcatiMi,  mi 
also  to  save  Arondeus.  There  is  danger  that  if  affairs  raoain  ii 
the  condition  in  which  they  now  are,  the  difficulties  will  not  h 
lessened  but  atigmented  and  perpetuated ;  and  that  great  calina 
ties  will  occur,  if  they  have  not  already ;  that  the  friends  of  An* 
deus  will  call  an  English  minister,  or  will  entirely  separate  dm 
selves.    There  will  then  be  great  trouble  to  raise  the  salary  of  Be* 
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'an  Sinderra.    Indeed,  thero  are  many  reasons  to  fear  a  complete 
ottering  of  the  onoe  united  congregation. 

3.  Moreover  a  Committee  of  the  five  associated  churches  in 
[ings  County,  in  a  letter  dated  June  15,  1752,  have  preeented 
omplaints,  in  the  way  of  an  Appeal,  concerning  the  treatment  by 
he  Coetus,  of  Arondeos,  and  their  sentence  upon  him ;  requesting 
or  assistanoe  for  redress  in  this  affair.  Although  it  does  not 
ippear  whether  this  Committee  has  given  due  notice  of  this  Appeal 
n  Coetus,  or  have  had  it  recorded,  both  of  which  should  have  beem 
Icme;  yet  we  cannot  let  these  complaints  pass  unnoticed,  but  must 
Hive  them  due  consideration. 

As  we  now  fix  our  eye  upon  this  condition  of  affairs  and  the 
misfortunes  to  be  feared ;  and  also  upon  our  dut^  to  leave  nothing 
sntried,  which  might  tend  to  prevent  calamities  which  might  lead 
to  the  entire  destruction  of  several  congregations ;  and  as  we  con- 
ader  the  position  of  Rev.  Arondeus,  a  man  to  be  pitied  for  the 
nd  condition  into  which  his  misconduct  has  brought  him,  and 
which  we  understand  now  better  than  ever  before; — for  he  is  a 
Man  who  ought  readily  to  be  willing  to  humble  himself  for  mis- 
oimduct,  and  make  a  confession  of  guilt,  and  of  a  promise  of  re- 
form, according  to  the  requirement  of  Coetus,  that  he  might  be 
dealt  with,  generously ;  for  a  distinction  should  be  made  between  a. 
finai  deposition  for  great  misdemeanors,  and  a  prohibitum  to  per- 
itfnn  service  in  certain  churchee,  because  of  an  illegal  entering 
npce  Buch  service,  and  the  excitement  incident  thereto,  which  is 
here  the  case; — when  we  fully  take  all  these  circumstancee  into 
OMisideration,  (and  still  there  are  others  which  might  be  men- 
titmed),  we  find  ourselves  obliged,  from  a  pure  love  of  Zion's 
wdfare  among  you,  and  in  order  to  guard  against  possible  un- 
jieasant  consequences  in  the  future,  lovingly  to  propose  for  your 
deUberation,  whether  one  more  attempt  should  not  be  made  by 
yoa  toward  the  settlement  of  these  disputes,  and  the  retention  of 
Kev.  ArondeuA  If  you  could  do  this,  according  to  our  wish,  we 
wndd  gladly,  so  far  as  possible,  suspend  the  execution  of  our 
instructitma  and  decisions  of  Jan.  14,  1751.  These  were  care- 
fully attended  to  by  the  Coetus.    Let  a  trial  be  made  for  a  last 
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time  to  see  whether  the  ministcrB  at  variance,  and  their  adhereot^ 
cannot  be  pacified  and  reconciled.  This,  however,  must  be  done  b 
such  a  way,  that  the  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetua  must  be  main- 
tained, and  its  efforts  for  peace,  justified.  Some  (Ganges  mi^ 
be  made  of  the  following  character: — 

I.  That  the  Revs,  Van  Sinderin  and  Arondeus,  in  public  Coeto^ 
in  the  presence  of  the  friends  and  adherents  of  each,  or  of  Oom* 
mitteee  from  their  respective  congregations,  do  make  oonfeaaitB, 
to  wit: — 

A.  As  r^ards  Rev.  Arondeus  :— 

1.  That  he  promise  never  again  to  cut  himself  looee  fnun  lii 
congregation,  eo  as  to  forsake  it. 

2.  That  he  promise  to  implore  Grod's  gracious  pardon  for  tlw 
great  and  sinful  profanity  which  he  uttered. 

3.  That  he  ask  forgiveness  for  his  unlawful  intrusion  into  tiw* 
ooDgn^tions,  and  tlie  disturbances  occasioned  thereby. 

4.  That  inasmuch  as  not  only  the  church  has  shown  itaelf  in- 
sulting and  intemperate  toward  him,  but  he  has  also  acted  in  the 
same  way  toward  the  church,  therefore,  for  this  also  he  bumWj 
ask  pardon  of  the  church,  and  promise  hereafter  to  treat  the  choni 
with  all  love  and  friendly  consideration. 

5.  That  he  acknowledge  that  it  was  his  duty  publicly  to  confos 
and  promise  before  the  congregation,  in  the  penitential  semxB 
which  was  commanded  him,  those  things  which  he  hereby  pnHoiBM 
and  confesses  in  Coetus,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  upon 
that  affair,  even  as  Rev.  Van  Sinderin  did. 

B.  As  regards  Rev.  Van  Sinderin : — 

That  ho  now  in  public  Coetus  make  a  declaration  that  he  pef 
severes  and  will  continue  to  persevere  in  his  confession  and  prom- 
ises,  made  publicly  before  the  church,  wherein  he  humbly  begged 
that  so  far  as  he  had  offended  them,  they  would  heartily  foigiw 
him,  even  as  he  had  besought  God  for  the  same ;  and  that  he  would 
especially  refrain  from  all  intemperate  expressions  and  p^smil 
wrangles,  nor  would  he  ever  refer  again  to  such  things  in  tlw 
pulpit;  in  short,  that  he  promise  hereaftw  to  ooadnct  hinudf  ** 
becomes  a  minister  of  the  Glospel. 
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II.  That  the  respective  adherents  of  Revs.  Arondeos  and  Van 
iinderin,  acknowledge  with  sorrow  before  Ooetus  that  thej  have 
LOt  conducted  themselves  as  they  ou^t  to  have  done,  in  these 
inpleasant  and  difficult  circumstances ;  and  evea  as  they  ask  God 
or  pardon  of  the  same,  ao  they  request  forgivemefls,  and  the  oon- 
Icming  of  the  offencee,  committed  by  them  against  the  Coetua  and 
3ach  other. 

TTT,  That  Kevs.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderen  and  those  who 
adhere  to  them  respectively,  thereupon  show  their  reconciliation 
to  one  anoth^,  give  the  brotherly  hand  of  f  ri^idahip,  and  prcnnise 
that  they  will  collectively  and  individually  strive,  with  all  faith- 
fulness to  preserve,  and  to  strengthen  peace  in  the  congregation, 
for  the  edification  of  all,  and  the  general  promotion  of  piety ;  that 
th^  will  pray  fervently  to  the  God  of  Peace  to  incline  their  hearts 
increasingly  to  each  other,  as  well  as  those  of  the  whole  ccmgra- 
gation,  to  the  development  of  Peace,  Friendship  and  Brotherly 
Love — all  so  blessed  and  ao  wholesome ;  also,  in  order  to  effect  all 
this,  that  both  ministers  and  their  respective  adherents  must  sign 
1  ocHnpaet  of  friendship,  which  we  herewith  enclose. 

IV.  That  both  ministers  and  their  adherents  in  addition  to 
these  things,  submit  themselves  to  the  Hev.  Coetus. 

V.  But  if,  contrary  to  our  hopes,  either  of  the  parties  refuse  to 
sobject  itself  to  these  propositions  of  peace,  that  such  party  be 
treated  according  to  the  Church  Order,  (the  Constitution),  even 
to  the  execution  of  the  censure  itself;  and  that  the  announoement 
be  made  that  Classis  wholly  withdraw  itself  from  any  further 
dealing  with  their  affairs,  and  that  the  resolution  of  censure  here- 
tofore adopted  hy  Clasps  concerning  Arondeus,  remain  in  force. 

VL  But  if  peace  be  restored  to  the  satisfaction  of  Eev.  Coetus, 
tliat  then  the  Bev.  Coetus,  with  the  consent  of  the  congregations, 
(T  rather,  that  the  congr^ations  themselves,  present  a  regular  call 
npon  Ber.  Arondeus,  so  that  the  friends  of  Bev.  Van  Sinderin 
nay  also  oontribute  to  the  salary  of  Kev.  Arondeus,  even  as  the 
friqids  of  Eev.  Arondeus  remain  bound  to  the  payment  of  the 
wliry  of  Bev.  Van  Sinderen,  according  to  previous  obligations; 
»hidi  also  pledge  them  to  pay  all  arrearages. 
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VII.  That,  further,  Rev.  Arondeus  bo  installed  by  a  Committet 
of  Rev.  Coehia,  on  which  occasion  a  Peace-sermon  sheold  lie 
preached  by  one  of  the  Committee,  In  this  it  might  be  annonnoed 
to  the  people  that  peace  had  been  re-established;  accompanied bj 
earnest  adraODftiona  and  exhortations  to  continue  therein;  tad 
that  each  shonM  contribute  everything  in  his  power  toward  (ha 
perfect  reetoration  of  the  same,  and  the  quietening  of  broth^ 
lore. 

These,  Rev.  Brethren,  are  the  su^estions  which  appear  to  ui 
best  calculated  to  prevent  the  evils  feared.  W©  request  yon  to 
take  them  into  caroful  consideration  and  decide  whether  they  may 
not  be  the  moans  of  quenching  those  burning  flames  of  dissension, 
and  thus  prevent  the  destruction  of  these  churches.  Should  we 
find  tlie  Lord  blessing  these  means,  it  woiild  be  very  agreeaUe 
to  us  to  have  been  the  instruments  in  God's  hands  for  the  well- 
being  of  these  churches,  now  in  such  an  unhappy  stata  For  do 
we  not  know  that  the  Lord  Jesus  calls  the  peacemakers  bleeeedt 
If  our  proposal  meet  with  your  approbation,  we  request  the  ai- 
closed  letters  to  be  sent  to  their  respective  addresses.  They  m 
intended  to  arouso  each  one  to  his  duty — to  peace  and  reconcili*- 
tion.  If  our  proposal  is  not  accepted  by  you,  we  request  mi 
enclosed  letters  to  be  returned. 

We  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinf 
huyzen,  informing  us  of  certain  disturbances  in  the  churoh  of 
Claverack  in  connection  with  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg.  We  are  asked 
whether  we  recognize  him  as  a  lawful  minister  in  New  York.  We 
wish  he  had  addressed  himself  to  Rev.  Coetus  on  that  point,  fx 
they  can  judge  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  church  of  Clav- 
erack better  than  we  can.  We  have  answered  him,  that  we  have 
rew^nized  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  as  a  minister  in  Surinam,  but 
have  never  yet  done  so  in  New  York,  as  no  act  of  dismission  ha* 
ever  been  presented  to  us  from  the  church  in  Surinam. 

We  cannot  further  trouble  ourselves  about  that  gentleman.  Hw 
we  have  written  to  the  people  of  Claverack  and  the  Lower  BBin*' 
beck,  iu  reply  to  a  recently  received  letter  from  them.  We  ha* 
referred  them  to  Surinam  for  the  proper  information.     We  «" 
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Illy  say  that  he  was  properly  qualified  by  ua  as  a  minister  to 
urimun,  having  been  examined  and  ordained  upon  recommenda- 
on   (dixpection)   of  the   Gentlemen  composing  the   Society   of 
nrinam. 

We  wish  you  the  Lord's  precious  blessing  both  on  the  work  of 
onr  ministry  and  upon  yourselves,  personally,  and  your  families. 
Uy  He  whose  name  is  COUNSELOR,  ever  stand  at  your  rig^t 
mi  as  such,  especially  in  your  deliberations  in  matters  meu- 
umed  in  this  letter.  May  He  cause  all  your  determinations  to 
esnlt  in  the  welfare  of  Zioa,  and  to  the  glory  of  His  Own  Qreat 
fuua    We  are  with  great  esteem, 

Signed  as  abova 
n  Classis  at  Amsterdam, 
December  6,  1752. 
P.  8.     Enclosed  you  will  find  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
forth  Holland,  held  this  year  at  Alkmaar. 

Pbopobbd  Foku  of  Reoonohjation. 
No.  164.     Compact  of  Eriend^p  and  Reconciliation  between 
leva.  Arondeus  and  Van  Sinderin  and  their  reepectiTe  adherents. 

THE  UNDERSIGNED,  eousldering  tbe  sad  clrrumslHnrea  which  have  becu  occbF' 
iat  sow  ror  a  long  lime  b;  Tlolent  iIlsscDalons,  almoBt  to  the  dcsIructLon  o(  tbe 
turcb  committed  to  their  i^bnrge;  bh  well  as  Ibe  anceaslhs  care  and  dlllgenee  eier- 
l»d  br  the  Ooetu»  of  New  York  and  the  Classls  of  AmBteniam  for  the  rcgtoration 
t>  cordial  oDloa  with  the  remoial  of  all  dlspnl^a  aad  anlmoBltlea:  and  uIeq  fore- 
Mag  that  If  peace  and  reconirl nation  be  not  effected,  not  only  the  souls  bo  preclona 
•  ibem,  <aDd  which  were  CDnimltted  to  their  care  nadec  the  solemn  respoDslblllt; 
(their  accoaDlBblUty  (o  God  tberefor  n-lll  be  Injured  thereb;,  but  also  thelT  own 
'■pBiiI  and  eternal  welfari-;  ARE  THKRF;f011B  DISPOSED  to  perform  that  high 
Mj  wblcb  belongs  to  ever;  Christian,  and  which  Is  peculiarly  proper  In  a  teacher 
M  orerseeT  of  tbe  Church;  vli.,  henceforth  to  do  nothing  through  strife  or  vain 
tin,  bnt  to  show  forglrenesB  of  each  other,  whether  more  or  less  gallt.r;  and  Id 
Iworanj  IntonnalllieB  which  have  occnrred,  TO  DBOLARE.  (and  wblcb  all  par- 
la  Implicated  In  this  affair  collectively  and  IndlvUluall;.  DO  DECLARE  that 
%  bereby  lay  aside  alt  desire  for  revenue,  and  any  IivIIdrb  which  hare  ever 
ilHed  of  InJnrlDg  one  another:  yea  Ihal.  bo  far  from  cle^lrln^  to  abovi  any  unfriend' 
taMs  ot  harBhoesa  toward  one  another.  In  Rord  or  deed,  Ihnt  Ihey  desire  (o  do 
'■nylblng  posalble  which  may  tend  to  prevent  affences,  which  to  onr  sorfow  have 
n  long  eilated  Bmonic  cs,  through  bitter  irentmeat  and  utifrlendly  deallDgsi  that 
th  wl]l  Btrlre  to  be  Brat  In  seeking  to  forgive  in  a  fraternnl  and  fatherly  way,  and 
'corer  all  evil  deeds  with  the  mnntle  ot  charity,  and  bring  tbem  no  more  to  mind; 
lit  peace  may  l»e  restored  and  lore  be  incited.  BUKnienled  and  conflrmed;  and  la 
foof  of  onr  slncerlly  of  heart  herein  to  Rive  one  another  the  brotherly  bond  In  tbe 
'Weoce  of  the  Coetna  of  New  York,  now  In  session;  and  in  (he  solemn  presence  Of 
■e  OmnlpreMht  and  OmnlEClent  Ciod,  reixrenlly  and  with  the  prayer  that  the  Lord 
'  Bis  graee  may  strengthen  each  one  so  to  do,  to  respond  to  this  precious  oblige- 
OD,  eren  as  by  their  slguatnrea.  Ihey  hereby  certify  that  they  bare  given  one 
wtber  the  frataiual  hand:— 
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AND  IN  rAUTlCDLAR,  «e  JOHN  ARONDBUS  Hod  ULPIANUB  VAX  StH- 
DEREN.  do  promise,  tbat  as  paston  on  Loog  iBland,  we  will  endeiror  c«eb  tt  >i 
tiltbfnl  In  his  ofllce  and  mlnlsti?,  to  anpport  and  aaalat  eacb  other  as  mwk  ■ 
poMlble  !□  any  dlslreas.  togetbei  wltb  onr  ConalatorT,  exblbltlng  to  eacb  otlKtil 
proper  esteem  snd  love,  and  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Dotted  consraiitlM 
placed  QDder  our  oTsrslgbt; 

Btsd  so.  we  atao,  THE  ELDERS  AND  DEACONS,  do  promise  that  we,  iMt  h 
ODr  olDce  and  relation  to  ooe  another,  and  to  our  puton,  Jobn  AioDden  iM 
Olplanaa  Vao  BlDderln.  will  show  all  proper  esteem  and  Iots,  not  onlr  to  praaM 
the  welfare  of  onr  cbnrches  by  seeking  chat  eacb  one.  respectlrelr.  shall  cootrlbMi 
bla  quota,  that  henceforth  each  mlnleter  sball  recelie  bla  aalar;  at  tbe  appi^M 
time:  but  also  that  all  arrearagea  shall  l>e  paid  to  Rer.  Van  Slnderen: 

Bo  also  ALL  UP  L'S  TOaETHBR.  MINISTERS.  RLDERS  AND  DEACONS.  sU 
with  the  congregallona  unite  ourselves  wltb  the  Coetus,  asking  to  be  recognboj  If 
them  and  admitted  as  memt»era  of  that  Bod;,  aclmowledglng  alao  bj  tbeae  prsnH 
that  ReT.  Coetaa  bas  acted  In  all  this  business  onlr  according  to  tbe  iDstructlMirf 
the  Her.  Ctassis  of  Amsterdam;  and  tbe  ReT.  Claaala  la  hereby  heartily  thsaMhr 
all  tbe  elTons  put  forth  by  her  In  this  bnslneaa:  and  «e  pray  that  God  will  iMft 
atonement  for  all  our  truusgreaslons  In  tbe  preclooa  blood  of  tbe  Uedtator  of  Its 
Uorenant.  Jesua  Cbrlat;  that  He  will  oanae  Zlon  Co  be  built  op  everywhere,  ad 
especially  In  onr  mldat;  that  Ita  orerseen  may  be  peaceful  and  Ita  leaders  spdlK: 
that  Ita  prleatB  may  be  clothed  with  aalratlon  and  all  Che  saints  shout  aloud  ■«> 
Joy !   Amen ! 

In  token  of  our  sincerity  of  heart,  we  tbe  nnderslgned  ratify  tbe  above  kr  x* 
Blgnaturea. 

Paston.    1  Of  tbe  Associated  chncM 

Elders.      \ 

Deacona.  J   on  Long  laland. 


Acts  of  thb  Classib  of  Austekdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  John  Arondeos,  Dea  5,  iTSl 

Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No.  165. 

To  Rev.  John  Arondoua 

Rew.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

Not  long  ago  we  received  information  as  to  what  had  been  doW 
in  regard  to  you  in  the  Meetings  of  the  Coetus  in  Septembw  U"! 
October  1751,  and  in  April,  1752.  Besides  this  we  have  receivat 
an  elaborate  conununication  from  the  Committee  of  the  five  »w 
ciated  congr^ations,  which  represent  themselvee  as  your  frioidii 
and  who  intercede  in  your  behalf.  They  have  therefore  preriilM 
upon  us  to  examine  anew  all  the  accounts  concerning  yon  whiw 
we  have  received  from  time  to  tima  The  result  ia,  that  hariDS 
diligently  pondered  everything,  we  find  abundance  of  reaswi  tot 
praising  the  long-sufEering  of  Coetus  as  well  as  of  their  CMnmitto 
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ward  yon,  and  also  for  approving  their  final  sentence  pronounced 
pril  16,  1752. 

Kotwithstanding  all  this,  taking  into  acoount  yonr  own  sad 
Tcumstances,  and  fearing  the  misfortunes  which  may  result,  even 
le  complete  destruction  of  the  churches  on  Long  Island,  we  are 
itUng  to  make  one  more,  but  last  attempt,  to  learn  whether  some 
'ay  may  not  be  discoverable  for  the  restoration  of  peace  with  yonr 
etention.  To  this  ead  we  have  made  known  our  suggestions  to 
he  B«v.  Coetna  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken.  They  will  no  doubt 
)reerait  the  plan  to  you  in  our  name.  We  hope  you  will  submit 
prarself  to  its  requirements,  in  the  fear  of  Qod;  that  you  will 
make  confession  before  the  Gev.  Coetus  of  your  misoonduct ;  that 
ytra  will  become  sincerely  reconciled  with  B«v.  Van  Sinderen  and 
his  friends ;  that  you  will  associate  yoursdf  with  him  as  your 
brother  in  ofiGce,  in  peace  and  fellowship;  and  that  yon  will 
rarnestly  exhort  your  adherents  and  prevail  upon  them,  to  do 
everything  that  may  tend  to  the  restoration  of  peace  in  all  good 
faith. 

We  hope  that  you  will  look  upon  this  our  action  as  a  convincing 
proof  of  our  kind  intentions,  as  long  as  possible,  to  save  you.  You 
have  our  sympathy  in  your  condition,  which  is  one  to  be  pitied ; 
And  we  trust  that  you  will  heireby  be  convinced  of  our  great 
leniency  in  your  casa  According  to  your  deserts  and  all  Chnrch 
Order,  we  might  at  once  and  finally,  have  given  our  judgment 
Upon  you,  for  rejecting  our  advice,  and  for  the  very  offensive 
md  unjustifiable  conduct  of  which  you  were  guilty  in  a  previous 
communication  in  opposition  to  us,  or  our  Deputies,  who  wrote 
in  our  name;  but  instead  of  this,  we  employed  every  means  to 
iring  your  affairs  into  a  better  condition.  We  therefore  now 
idmonish  and  beseech  you  to  be  moved  by  these  present  measures 
aken  by  us,  by  all  the  circumstances  and  the  importance  of  the 
nfflnesB,  and  carefully  to  examine  your  own  heart.  Reflect  upon 
he  harmfnl  and  sinful  ways  you  have  pursued  from  time  to  time, 
nd  oonfees  them  with  shame  before  the  Lord.  Seek  reoonoiliation 
1  the  atoning  blood  of  Emanual.  Pray  for  grace,  that  you  may 
e  enabled  to  wipe  out  the  offences  you  have  given  by  the  con- 
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fessioQ  of  your  guilt,  and  avoid  such  in  the  future  by  a  friendly, 
prudent,  moderate  and  Christian  walk,  tiat  the  name  of  God  mij 
not  be  blaflphemod  by  reason  of  you. 

Let  this  our  counsel,  dear  Brother,  be  pleasing  to  yon.  It  ii 
the  last  thing  we  can  do.  If  you  receive  it,  you  wiU  realize,  ha* 
after,  that  both  ourselves  and  the  Rev,  Coetus  have,  heem  vaj 
leoi^it  and  long-siifferiiig  toward  you,  and  have  made  more  coo- 
oessions  to  you  Ihsm  you  liiwl  a  right  to  psjKvt — just  reflect  whrthw 
it  would  not  be  far  better  for  you  to  live  with' your  brethren  n 
unison,  laboring  for  the  welfare  of  Giod's  Church,  and  prerenting 
evils  therein ;  rather  than  to  augment  and  perpetuate  striia^ 
through  impenitence  and  refusal  to  confess;  thus  ruining  yoonelf 
by  making  yourself  unfit  for  any  service  in  the  Church  of  Goi 
For  ourselves,  we  would  tremble  at  such  a  thing  and  run  no  rilk 
therein. 

We  now  think  we  have  done  our  duty  toward  you,  and  leave  the 
matter  with  the  Lord.  We  pray  that  He  may  have  mercy  on  yon, 
and  move  you  and  all  contentious  brethren  to  peace.  May  discord 
be  banished  and  delightful  harmony  come  in  its  place  among  thoeb 
churches  so  sadly  rent  asunder;  and  may  that  part  of  Zion  1» 
constituted  a  glory  in  the  earth. 

We  are  with  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  you, 

Signed  as  abom 
In  our  Classical  Assembly,  December  5,  1752. 

Acts  of  tub  Cl&ssis  of  Austebdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  TTlpianus  Van  Sindemi, 

Dec.  5,  1752,  Vol.  30,  page—,  No.  156.  (166?) 

To  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen. 

Worthy  Sir  and  Brother; — 

The  long  continued  and  shameful  disputes  on  Long  lalanil, 
«4iich  have  been  made  known  to  us  from  time  to  time,  toudi  <W 
hearts.  We  are  especially  grieved  with  the  last  accounts,  whioi 
show  only  too  plainly  that  there  is  reason  to  fear  complete  W" 
struction  of  the  churches.    This  leads  ue  to  make  one  more  Bitaaf^ 
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3  whether  some  way  cannot  be  devised  to  restore  peace  and 
B  same  time  save  Rev.  Arondeus.  We  have  eonmiunicated 
u^estions  on  this  matter  to  the  Rev.  Coetus,  hoping  they 
meet  with  their  approval.  We  also  most  earnestly  request 
short  you  to  agree  to  our  plans,  which  we  think  most  likely 
jtore  peace  and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of  Gk)d. 
lope  you  will  willingly  declare  before  the  Rev.  Coetus  that 
viU  persevere  in  your  promises  and  confession  publicly  made 
©  the  church,  and  which  were  satisfactory  to  the  Committee 
e  Coetus.  Such  a  declaration  is  only  to  be  a  confirmation  of 
has  already  been  done.  We  also  earnestly  pray  and  even 
ch  you  that  you  not  only  reconcile  yourself  to  Rev.  Arondeus, 
de  he  make  confession  of  his  misconduct,  but  that  you  will 
object  but  consent  that  he  be  again  called  as  your  colleague; 
that  you  use  your  influence  to  lead  those  who  are  opposed  to 
deus  to  agree  thereto. 

is  indeed  time,  that  you  yourself  and  many  members  of  the 
pegation  have  many  complaints  against  Rev.  Arondeus,  and 
re  forced  to  admit  that  his  conduct  is  greatly  to  be  reprobated. 
let  not  this.  Dear  Brother,  prevent  you  from  accepting  him 
>xiT  brother  and  colleague  if  he  repents  and  confesses  his  misr 
act  We  take  the  liberty  to  counsel  you  and  exhort  you  to 
lis.  Only  think  how  eminently  befitting  it  would  be  for  one 
professes  to  accept  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  and  who  is  a  leader 
od's  house,  to  show  himself  ready,  when  ill-treated  by  his 
ler,  to  forgive  him,  when  he  repents.  How  else  can  we  expect 
id  forgiveness  of  God,  in  Christ  ?  And  then  also,  when  you 
der  your  own  conduct,  and  examine  your  own  ways,  you  will 
ieny  that  you  too,  have  given  some  evidences  of  a  lack  of  that 
lerly.  Christian  love  and  wise  discretion  which  you  ought  to 
exhibited.  If,  therefore,  you  are  guilty  before  God,  ought 
not  to  make  a  confession  to  Grod,  and  willingly  forgive  your 
ler,  thus  doing  unto  him  as  you  would  have  him  do  unto  you. 
then  remember  also  that  if  matters  continue  as  they  are,  you 
sxpect  nothing  else  than  harm  to  yourself.  For  will  that  large 
ber  who  declare  themselves  in  favor  of  calling  Rev.  Arondeus, 
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and  who  are  a  majority  of  the  congregation,  be  willing  to  pay  joo 
your  part  of  tlie  salary?  But  especially  let  this  vreigh  upon  yom 
conscience — ^the  danger  of  further  misfortunes  which  may  bt 
expected  from  such  contentions,  with  the  fear  of  an  irraneditUi 
schism  of  the  churches,  resulting  in  their  complete  deetmdJOD. 
But  the  way  to  prevent  these  evils  is  still  open.  How  greatly  will 
it  hereafter  tend  toward  the  quietude  of  your  own  conscience^  and 
your  joy  of  heart,  if  you  should  now,  as  far  as  possible,  co-oper^ 
toward  the  restoration  of  peace  and  unity  i  These  are  not  mIj 
lovely  in  themselves,  but  God  has  promised  his  own  rich  bleBung 
upon  them.  But  if  the  way  to  peace  is  once  closed,  and 
great  evils  follow,  what  accusations  will  not  conscience  give,  vim 
it  is  too  late  to  remedy  matters.  We  request  and  even  be«eA 
you  to  consider  well  this  point,  and  act  with  love  for  the  velfm 
of  God's  Chuftjh,  and  to  the  glory  of  God's  great  name.  Fooda 
these  things  earnestly  and  honestly  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Lent 
nothing  undone  which  may  serve  to  restore  the  peace  now  » 
greatly  disturbed;  and  inculcate  the  same  sentiments  upon 
friends  and  acquaintances  with  all  fidelity. 

May  the  Lord  be  with  you  in  this  business,  and  incline  yoai 
heart  to  do  that  which  is  well-pleasing  in  his  sight  May  Ees) 
control  these  affairs  in  his  great  mercy,  that  we  may  soon  re 
tie  good  tidings  that  the  congr^ations,  so  long  at  variance^  »» 
growing  in  edification  and  have  peace;  that  they  are  walking  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  abounding  in  the  consolations  of  the  H<Jy 
Spirit  That  the  God  of  Peace  may  be  with  you  to  the  end,  ii 
our  wish.     We  call  ourselves,  with  all  esteem. 

Your  Brethren, 

Signed  as  above. 
In  Classis, 

Amsterdam,  Dec  5,  1752. 
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Acts  of  the  Classes  of  Amstekdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  (the  friends  of  Arondeus  in)  the 
five  associated  churches  of  Long  Island,  Dec.  5,  1752.  Vol.  30, 
page  — ,  No.  167. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Five  Associated  Congr^ations  on  Long 

Island. 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

In  the  month  of  August  last  we  received  a  letter  from  New 
York,  dated  June  15,  1752,  signed  hy  John  Lott  and  others,  who 
wrote  in  the  capacity  of  a  Committee  of  the  Five  Associated 
Churches  of  Kings  County,  L.  I.  We  answer  you  in  your  official 
capacity.  We  therefore  expect  you  to  communicate  this  letter  to 
thoee  in  whose  name  and  by  whose  authority  you  wrote  us,  and 
to  make  the  contents  of  our  note  as  acceptable  as  possible  unto  them. 
Oar  former  letters  to  you  as  well  as  to  others  are  sufficient  proofs 
that  the  shamful  disputes  on  Long  Island  have  deeply  toudbed 
onr  hearts.  You  know  we  have  spared  no  trouble  to  do  everything 
in  our  power,  by  which  our  counsel,  to  restore  peace  and  extin- 
^^^^  goish  the  flame  of  animosity.  It  pains  us  exceedingly  that  the 
attempts  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  in  Oct.  1751,  and  of  their  Committee 
On  this  business,  in  Nov.  1751,  were  fruitless.  And  we  have 
good  reason  to  lament  that  Bev.  Arondeus  did  not  agree  to  make, 
in  Aat  penitential  sermon  which  he  was  to  preach,  the  confession 
*    "Which  was  required  of  him. 

Although  we  have  approved  the  comparatively  mild  infliction 
of  the  sentence  pronounced  against  Rev.  Arondeus  by  Rev.  Coetus, 
•nd  have  notified  the  Coetus  accordingly;  we  have,  nevertheless, 
in  fear  of  greater  troubles  which  might  entirely  destroy  the  con- 
gregations, and  to  show  that  we  give  proper  consideration  to  your 
oomplaints  of  June  15,  suggested  in  the  Rev.  Coetus  a  certain 
plan,  by  whidi  they  may  make  one  last  effort  for  the  restoration 
of  peace.  We  hope  the  Rev.  Coetus  will  give  heed  to  our  proposal 
and  try  every  means  to  promote  the  welfare  of  that  church.  This 
missive,  therefore,  is  intended  to  exhort  you  too,  most  earnestly, 
yea  to  beeeeeh  you,  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  prevailed  upon  to 
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co-operate  witii  the  plan  of  the  CoetU3,  ao^ording  to  our  connid, 
and  cordially  to  awRpt  it;  and  as  you  have  joined  yourselva  to 
tiiat  body,  that  you  persevere  therein. 

Our  plan  is  intended  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  betweei 
the  opposing  parties,  and  t«  prepare  the  way  for  Rev,  Arcwdeoi 
to  receive  a  call  among  you,  provided  he  show  proper  sorrow  f« 
his  misconduct;  that  he  may  administer  the  holy  office,  aa  oot 
league  with  Eev.  Van  Sinderen,  in  the  five  associated  congngl- 
tions,  in  common  love  and  concord.  This  plan  we  tmat  you  wiB 
not  refuse,  but  eagerly  accept  You  certainly  make  profesBua 
that  you  wish  to  be  reconciled.  But  to  this  end  it  is  necesBUJ 
that  both  parties  forgive  one  another  heartily  their  offences  aguut 
each  other.  Wo  also  observe  with  satisfaction,  that  you  aekDOV^ 
edge  that  you  did  not  conduct  yourselves  properly  toward  us  in  I 
former  letter,  and  that  our  censure  upon  you  therefore  was  jnit; 
and  you  requested  pardon  of  us,  and  promised  to  conduct  jobp 
selves  more  prudently  thereafter.  Now  as  we  gladly  depend  on 
that  confession  and  promise  of  yours  to  us,  so  it  seems  to  us  thtn 
is  nothing  more  befitting  than  that  the  opposing  parties  by  ti* 
plan  proposed  by  us,  should  make  confession  and  promises  to 
other,  and  mutually  forgive  each  other  and  bo  reconciled. 

The  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  has  taken  the  initiative  ther^n,  uJ 
perseveres  in  the  same.  He  submits  himself  to  our  advice  uA 
exhortations.  The  further  inquiry  into  your  complaints  against 
him  can  therefore  be  of  no  profit.  It  would  only  stir  up  net 
disputes,  leading  him,  perhaps,  to  express  new  complaints  against 
Rev.  Arondeus  and  yourselves.  What  advantage,  therefore,  could 
accrue?  You  and  the  adherents  of  Rev.  Arondeus  repeatedlj 
declared  in  the  Coetus  of  Oct  16,  1751,  that  they  wished  to  be 
reconciled  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderrai  and  were  willing  to  oonnder 
him  as  a  lawful  minister,  as  soon  as  he  and  his  friends  wen 
willing  to  unite  in  calling  Rev.  Arondeus;  when  all  charges  against 
Rev.  Van  Sinderen  were  to  be  dropped.  Nevertheless,  the  Minutes 
of  Rev.  Coetus  of  Oct  16,  1751,  §§  6,  8,  9,  show  us  that  the 
complaints  brought  against  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  were  token  into 
consideration.     Now  for  this  very  reason  we  most  ezprsBS  our 
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ishment  at  the  representations  in  your  letter,  that  these  com- 
to  were  only  cursorily  listened  to,  and  only  some  general 
rks  had  been  made  about  them.  But  the  Minutes  of  the 
Ls  show  that  this  matter  was  repeatedly  deliberated  on.  We 
►t  see  that  you  have  any  well-grounded  pretext  for  refusing 
y  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  his  salary,  and  to  which  you  remain 
1  by  your  signatures  to  his  call.  Those  who  decline  are 
theless  obliged  to  do  this,  as  long  as  Bev.  Van  Sinderin  is 
emains  their  lawful  pastor.  As  such,  Rev.  Coetus  and  our- 
.  recognize  him.  It  has  never  been  shown  to  us  that  Rev.  Van 
ren  did  not  wish  to  be  your  pastor,  or  that  he  had  been  law- 
dismissed.    It  may  very  likely  be  true  that  in  grief  over  so 

disputes  he  may  have  been  led  to  say  that  he  wished  he  had 
other  congregation,  or  that  you  might  better  have  another 
r.  But  such  expressions,  uttered  in  sadness  of  hearty  do 
Lsmiss  a  pastor  from  his  congr^ation,  nor  relieve  those  who 
called  him  from  their  obligations  to  pay  him  continuously 
lary. 

antime,  many  things  might  have  already  been  brought  to  a 
nent  if  Rev.  Arondeus  had  sincerely  made  confession  in 
enitential  sermon,  according  to  the  articles  drawn  up  in 
s.  There  was  nothing  required  of  him  to  which  he  could 
rly  object.  His  unlawful  running  about  from  one  oongre- 
L  to  another,  which  has  given  abundant  occasion  for  offence, 
,tes  so  greatly  against  all  Church  Order,  that  he  who  is 

of  such  a  thing  has  double  reason  to  humble  himself  and 
confession  both  to  God  and  man.  At  his  refusal  to  do  this 
;he  Committee  and  Coetus  had  a  perfect  right  to  find  fault 
low  we  hope  that  you,  instead  of  restraining  him  from  this 
or  of  insisting  on  some  concession  in  reference  to  his  oon- 
Q,  will,  on  the  contrary  earnestly  exhort  Rev.  Arondeus,  as 
lends,  to  make  due  satisfaction  before  Coetus.  If  not,  we 
0  longer  trouble  ourselves  about  this  affair, 
lold  then,  Men  and  Brethren,  our  decision.  This  is  the  only 
we  can  devise  for  the  prevention  of  further  evils;  for  the 
-vatioii  of  the  church  against  utter  ruin;  and  for  the  extino- 


1752 


3322  EccLESiABTicAi.  Rbcohds 

1753 

tion  of  these  violent  flames  of  contention.  Brethren,  while  ytn 
DOW  have  the  opportunity,  make  peace ;  lest  when  it  is  too  tits 
you  may  have  reason  to  utter  loud  complaints,  and  most  cany 
with  yon  an  accusing  conscience.  Confess  your  faults  to  one 
another  as  well  as  to  Grod ;  seek  atonement  for  all  your  sins  in  tbt 
blood  of  Jesus.  The  God  of  Peace  incline  your  hearts  and  tba 
hearts  of  all  those  involved  in  these  contentions,  unto  peaee^  sbA 
to  the  performance  of  that  which  is  well-pleaaing  to  Him.  M^ 
He  grant  that  the  Gospel  of  Peace  may  be  proclaimed  in  pe« 
among  you,  all  quarrels  and  discords  being  banished  frmn  yon 
midst  Be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  Love  vd 
Feaoe  will  be  with  you. 

We  sign  ourselvee, 

Signed  as  above. 
In  OlasaiB,  , 

Amsterdam,  Dec  5th,  1752. 

Acts  of  the  Cj.4sses  of  Amstesdau. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  friends  of  Rev,  Van  Sinderai, 

Dec  5,  1752.    Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No.  168. 

To  the  Friends  of  Kev,  Van  Sinderen : 

Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

From  the  Minutes  of  Coetus  of  Oct.  16,  1751,  §  2,  we  pwcedn 
that  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  with  Abraham  Lott  as  elder,  from  thrai 
congr^ations,  and  B.  Ryder  of  Gravesend,  brought  in  their  ica- 
sons  against  the  call  upon  Rev.  Arondeus.  There  was  afgnatum 
to  this  end  from  each  of  the  six  congregations,  representing  158 
heads  of  families.  There  was  also  sent  us  a  copy  of  this  paper. 
This  indeed  was  not  signed  nor  authenticated  in  any  way,  bnt  m 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  genuine.  And  inasmuch  as  it  be^ioi 
with  the  following  words:  "  We  the  Consistory  and  full  govern- 
ment of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Kings  Counly,  with  the 
other  members  " — We  therefore  suppose  that  these  gentlemen  hare 
acted  in  the  name  of  the  churches  of  which  they  style  thansslvet 
the  delegates.     On  this  presumption  we  now  address  yon,  with  the 
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inest  that  you  not  only  eonmiuiiicate  the  oontente  of  our  letter 
the  members  of  the  church,  but  make  it  known  as  far  as  pos- 
le,  and  also  uj^  compliance  therewith. 

That  these  bitter  disputes  on  Long  Island  deeply  pain  our 
urts  you  already  understand  frcHU  all  the  trouble  which  we  have 
[on,  with  our  instructions  and  letters,  to  bring  about  peace,  and 
anguish  these  flames  of  dieoord.  It  grieves  us  beyond  expre»- 
n  that  the  attempts  of  Key.  Coetos  in  Oct  1751,  and  of  their 
nunittee  on  this  business,  in  Nov.  1T51,  (according  to  our  advice 
d  deciaiim  of  March  2,  1751),  have  been  utterly  fruitless.  And 
hough  we  have  approved  and  ratified  the  decision  of  the  Coetus 
April  16th  1752,  and  have  notified  the  Assembly  thereof  to-day; 
verthelesB  from  the  apprehension  of  still  greater  evils  which 
i^t  ensue,  even  to  the  destruction  of  the  churches;  and  in  con- 
ieration  of  the  complaints  made  to  us  by  the  friends  of  Bev. 
rondeus,  we  have  suggested  to  the  Coetus  certain  measures,  and 
ge  them  to  make  one  more  final  effort  to  bring  about  a  reatora- 
)n  of  good  feeling.  Now  even  as  we  expect  Rev.  Coetus  to  give 
ed  to  our  suggestion ;  so  hereby  we  lovingly  request  you,  as  well 
earnestly  admonish  and  beseech  you,  for  the  accomplishment 
this  object,  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  oo-operate  Listen  to  the 
oposal  which  the  Coetus  will  make  by  our  advice,  and  cordially 
ibrace  it;  and  as  you  have  joined  the  Coetus  already,  persevere 
such  relationship. 

Our  proposal  is  designed  to  bring  about  a  reoonsiliation  between 
i  opposing  parties,  by  paving  the  way  toward  a  call  among  you 
on  Bev.  Arondeus,  after  he  makes  a  confession  of  sorrow  for 
1  misconduct.  He  will  then  fulfill  the  ministry,  in  conjunction 
th  Bev.  Van  Sinderen  as  colleague,  among  the  associated 
arches,  in  mutual  love  and  concord.  It  is  no  special  or  extrava- 
Qt  love  for  Bev.  Arondeus  which  leads  us  to  make  this  proposal ; 
is  rather  a  deep  love  for  the  associated,  or  shall  we  say  lamenta- 
7  divided,  eongr^;ations.  We  sincerely  desire  to  prevent  the 
tire  destruction  of  these  congregations,  which  we  greatly  fear, 
d  to  serve  truly  the  best  interests  of  the  greatest  number. 
67 
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The  paper  presented  to  Coetua  by  you  contains  certain  ea 
.ions  which  show  us  that  the  real  welfare  of  the  congr^ations  liei 
apon  your  hearts.  This  is  agreeable  to  us.  But  this  same  do» 
nent  also  warrants  ua  in  extending  to  you  some  friendly  oooiud 
ffe  trust  that  you  will  reconsider  the  matter  most  carefully,  ai 
•  emember  that,  not  seldom,  it  happens  that  people  are  not  wi* 
in  their  own  affairs,  especially  iu  disputes  and  diaagreaoaA; 
ind  that  yielding  to  those  who  are  disinterested  personally  ofia 
proves  to  he  the  wholesome  oourse.  We  acknowledge  that  the 
sons  brought  fonvard  by  you  against  the  calling  of  Kev.  ArODdeo^ 
deserve  to  be  taken  into  moat  serious  account  We  have  ctffluto 
the  same  cosdVision,  and  we  can  only  praise  you  for  not  thou^ 
lessly  proceeding  to  give  him  a  call.  But  then,  consider,  W«dij 
Brediren,  whether  a  good  deal  has  not  also  been  done  on  your 
part,  in  this  dispute,  which  is  really  worthy  of  blame  t  HavejW 
not  sometimes  shown  some  sinful  passion  and  unholy  zeal,  whonlif 
the  strife  and  alienation  have  been  aggravated?  whereby  Ew. 
Arondeus  and  his  friends  have  been  embittered?  And  haa  not 
such  conduct  on  vour  part  sometimes  become  a  rock  of  offaioeit 
which  they  stumble?  at  which  they  have  allowed  themselres  tob 
carried  away  to  uncharitable  treatment  of  you!  In  so  far,  y* 
also  are  more  or  less  guilty ;  but  this  we  leave  to  your  own  cob- 
science  for  a  decision,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  How  neo 
is  it,  therefore,  not  only  to  seek  forgiveness  from  God  for  m^i 
self,  but  also  cordially  to  forgive  one's  brother,  however  greil^ 
he  has  wronged  you.  (especially  if  we  have  likewise  offmded  luiii)( 
when  he  confesses  it  and  exhibits  sorrow  for  the  same. 

Ponder  whether  tliis  oiight  not  to  be  the  course  for  you  to  tite 
Brethren.  The  numbers  against  the  call  are  by  no  means  fw 
nor  insignificant  in  our  eyes ;  but  then,  also,  the  numbers  wl» 
would  retain  Rev.  Arondeus,  if  he  make  confession,  are  still 
greater.  Must  not  the  majority  decide!  What  congregation 
assembly,  what  church  or  civil  society  oould  continue  to  eii*i 
if  each  stood  immovably  upon  his  position  ?  If  the  minority  eett 
itself  against  the  majority ;  and  that,  contrary  to  the  advice  vA 
instruction  of  thog©  to  whose  judgement  and  seutence  the  maltff 
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has  been  referred; — if  such  a  course  is  pursued,  who  would  take 
the  trouble  to  deal  with  matters  in  dispute  in  order  to  remove 
them  ?  We  know  of  no  better  way  than  the  one  now  proposed  to 
move  Eev.  Arondeus  to  a  true  reformation  of  his  conduct,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  save  the  church.  Should  he,  as  we  earnestly 
hope,  by  our  common  long-suffering  with  him,  be  brought  to  a 
better  state  of  mind,  and  the  flames  of  contention  quenched,  with 
peace  restored;  how  pleasant  would  be  your  peace  of  conscience 
«t  sudt  results,  and  how  great  will  your  satisfaction  be !  But  if 
our  counsels  make  no  impression,  we  foresee  only  evils  and  mis- 
eries, with  a  complete  scattering  of  several  congregations;  and 
'^fhaX  else  can  you  expect  from  such  things,  than  grief  and  remorse 
when  it  is  beyond  your  power  to  remedy  matters.  Have  compas- 
sion therefore  upon  the  unhappy  Eev.  Arondeus,  and  the  pitiable 
condition  of  your  churches,  which  call  upon  you  to  prevent,  as 
fl|)eedily  as  possible,  their  ruin.  Men  and  Brethren,  be  disposed 
to  make  and  consummate  a  Christian  peace.  It  is  never  too  late 
to  do  this  and  be  reconciled  with  one  another  if  we  would  possess 
peace  of  conscience  and  atonement  with  God  in  Jesus  Christ  Do 
Hot  reject  our  counsel.  Brethren.  Take  counsel  of  the  Rev.  Coetus 
and  submit  yourselves  to  them  in  whatever  they  propose  to  you 
in  our  name.  Take  counsel  of  the  Lord,  and  act  in  this  matter 
9s  you  will  wish  you  had  acted,  in  that  Great  Day. 

And  now.  Brethren,  we,  who  were  obliged  to  act  in  this  way  to 
satisfy  our  own  consciences,  conmiend  you  to  Him  who  is  able  to 
incline  your  hearts  to  that  which  is  well-pleasing  in  His  sight 
May  He  move  you  to  follow  our  advice  in  love,  and  cause  light 
to  come  forth  out  of  darkness.  May  He  not  deal  with  you  accord- 
ing to  your  sins,  nor  reward  the  churches  according  to  their  in- 
i^ties,  but  cast  all  your  sins  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.  May  He 
graciously  grant  that  the  churches  may  rejoice  in  peace,  and  of 
those  congp^ations  which  are  now  to  be  described  as  Marah, — 

Kttemess, — ^that  "  The  Lord  is  there."     (  ) 

Signed  as  above. 
Amsterdam, 

Dec  6,  1762. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstehdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  T.  Frelmghuysen,  Dec  5, 1751 

Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No.  169. 

To  Rev,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany, 

Worthy  Sir  and  Brother: — 

After  answering  your  letter  of  May  1st  1751  in  the  banning 
of  September,  1762,  and  which  letter  of  ours  w©  trust,  was  delis- 
wed  to  you  by  your  brother,  we  received  your  Bubsequeot  can- 
mtmication  dated  June  23,  1752.  From  this  we  perceive  witb 
chagrin  the  distempers  in  the  church  of  Claverack.  You  ask  ibt 
question  whether  we  recognize  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  as  a  lawful 
ministeT  in  the  Province  of  New  York.  This  question  is  based 
on  a  document  from  throe  members  of  the  Coetus,  which  says  that, 
for  weighty  reasons  we  will  in  no  wise  trouble  ourselves  forlliei 
about  that  gentleman.  We  wish  that  you  had  consulted  on  diii 
matter  the  Kev,  Coetus  of  New  York,  which  is  better  able  than 
ourselves  to  judge  of  the  circumstances  concerning  the  church  of 
Claverack,  and  which  would  not  have  refrained  from  giving  jon 
suitable  advice.  As  it  is,  wo  have  only  little  to  reply.  We  fuUj 
recognize  Rev.  Van  Hoevenbei^  as  a  minister  in  Surinam,  but 
not  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  since  no  dismission  frtan  his 
ministry  in  Surinam  has  been  brought  before  us.  Further,  we 
cannot  at  present  say  anything  more  about  that  gentleman.  V!t 
wish  you  all  wisdom  and  light  to  guide  your  judgement,  to  liable 
you  to  preserve  peace,  and  to  quiet  the  distempers  which  haw 
arisen,  in  order  that  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  may  break  forth  with 
power  not  only  in  your  o^vn  church  but  in  many  others.  We  are 
with  all  esteem. 

Signed  as  abovft 
In  Classis  at  Amsterdam, 
Dec  5,  1752. 
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Acts  of  the  Ciassis  of  Aubtebdui. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  tte  Consistory  of  Bhinebeck, 
Dec  6,  1752.    Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No,  170. 

To  the  Worthy  Consistory  of  Lower  Ehinebeek  on  the  Flats, 
Worthy  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

We  received  your  letter  of  Feb.  26  of  the  present  year  (1752) 
a  few  days  ago.  This  contained  the  announcement  that  you  hod 
called  Eer.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenberg  as  your  pastor,  formerly  pastor 
It  Parsnmibo  in  Surinam.  You  request  a  copy  of  his  dismissicm 
from  there,  as  well  as  a  certificate  of  his  examination  and  call  to 
Sorinam.    We  reply : 

1.  That  Eev.  Eggo  Tonkens  van  Hoevenberg  was  selected  in 
1T43  by  the  Noble  and  Honorable  Qentlemeu  of  the  Society  of 
Sorinam,  and  was  by  us  called  ecclesiastically  to  become  pastw 
at  Surinam.  He  was  then  examined  by  us  for  ordination  and 
properly  qualified  and  ordained  on  April  Ist  1743.  This  dedani- 
tion  we  de^n  sufficient  to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  who  deny  his 
lawful  call  and  ordination  as  minister  to  Surinam. 

2.  As  to  your  request  for  his  ecclesiastical  dismission  and  that 
he  might  be  transferred  to  you,  we  reply:  That  the  Consistory 
calling  BcT.  v&a  Hoevenbei^  and  deuring  him  as  their  pastor  is 
(d>liged  according  to  the  Church  Order  to  obtain  the  dismission 
and  proper  certificate  as  to  Ms  doctrine  and  walk  from  the  worthy 
ConsdBtory  of  Parimaribo  in  Surinam.  This  is  not  only  because 
that  Consistory  is  best  qualified  to  do  such  a  thing,  but  also  because 
custom  requires  that  a  dismissal  from  the  Consistory  must  precede 
action  by  the  Classis. 

We  trust  that  the  Cod  of  peace  may  dwell  amcHig  you;  &at  all 
things  among  you  may  be  done  among  yon  in  good  order  and  to 
general  edification,  and  that  many  among  you  may  be  added  to  the 
Church  of  sudi  as  shall  be  saved.    With  all  esteem. 

Signed  as  above. 
Amsterdam,  Dec.  5,  1752. 
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AoTa  OF  THB  Cl*A98I8  OF  AlISTEaDAM. 

The  Claasis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Con^stoiy  of  G\a.ven(k, 
Dec.  6,  1752.    Vol.  30,  page  — ,  No.  iTl. 
To  the  Elders  at  Claverack: 
Worthy  Brethren : — 

We  received  your  letter  of  Feb.  24,  1752,  a  few  daya  ago,  W< 
learn  therefrom  with  sorrow  of  the  disturbances  whidi  have  aiisea 
among  you  in  connection  with  Rev.  van  Hoevenberg.  We  vidi 
you  had  referred  yourself  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  which  wonld 
not  have  refused  advice  to  you,  and  would  also  be  in  better  am- 
ditJon  to  judge  of  your  affairs  than  wa  However,  to  comply  wi4 
your  request  so  far  as  possible  we  reply : 

1.  That  Kev.  E.  T.  van  Hoevenbei^  in  1748,  <ni  the  adoctko 
of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  Surinam,  was  called  to 
be  pastor  in  Surinam ;  that  he  was  esam  ined  for  ordination  by  m 
and  qualified  and  ordained  on  April  Ist,  1743. 

2.  Whether  he  was  forbidden  the  pulpit  in  Surinam,  you  may 
inquire  of  tbo^e  there. 

3.  We  have  never  forbidden  him  tba  pulpit  nor  the  adminifr 
tration  of  the  sacraments. 

4.  In  reference  to  the  fourth  question,  Whether  or  not  you  did 
ri^t,  and  to  which  you  desire  a  straightforward  answer,  and  not 
to  quibble  about  the  meaning — we  say  that  the  question  is  obscm^ 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  answer  clearly  and  plainly  an  obscaie 
question. 

(1)  If  the  question  is — Whether  you  have  done  right  in  allw- 
ing  Eev.  van  Hoevenberg  to  administer  the  sacraments  in  a  edii^ 
instance,  we  answer:  It  is  no  crime  to  allow  a  ministw  irfio  i* 
elsewhere  in  service,  if  nothing  is  known  to  his  injury,  to  oooiqij 
the  pulpit  and  administer  the  sacraments. 

(2)  But  if  the  question  is,  Whether  it  is  right  to  employ  p«- 
manently,  for  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  and  the  administlt- 
tion  of  the  sacramenta,  a  minister  of  another  congregation,  w 
must  answer  that,  according  to  Church  Order,  this  may  not  be 
done.     Such  minister  must  £rst  be  provided  with  a  proper  difr 
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missal  and  testimonial  of  oommendation.     This  must  be  obtained 

in  this  case,  from  Surinam,  by  the  worthy  Consistory  which  now 

desires  him  as  their  pastor. 

We  hope  you  will  use  all  proper  prudence  in  this,  in  order  to 

do  all  things  according  to  good  Church  Order,  that  all  discord 

may  be  avoided  and  peace  and  edification  be  preserved.    The  Qod 

of  Peace  be  with  you.     We  are  with  all  esteem, 

Signed  as  above. 
In  Classis,  Amsterdam,  Dec.  6,  1752. 

[The  last  letter  in  Vol.  30.] 

COBSESPONDEINCI}  FROM  AmBRICA. 

The  Committee,  Eevs.  Haeghoort,  Goetschius  and  Verbryck,  to 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  6,  1752,  N.  S.,  on  the  Muzelius 
case  at  Tappan.    Vol.  xxiii.  299-305.    Eeference  xxiv.  16. 

[See  March  3,  1753.] 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Very  Bey.  Classical  Assembly,  Much  Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ 
Jesus:— 

The  critical  condition  of  the  church  at  Tappan,  caused  by  the  singular  obstinacy 
of  Rev.  Mnselius,  obliges  as  to  give  to  yonr  Rots.,  a  second  time,  an  account  of  our 
Tery  troublesome  church  affairs.  It  may  be  known  to  your  Revs,  by  this  time  that 
Bey.  Mnsellas  was,  by  direction  of  the  Coetus,  made  a  minister  emeritus  at  Tappan 
on  the  21st  of  February,  1750.  This  was  done  with  a  view,  probably,  of  saving  his 
Bey.  as  well  as  the  church.  But  alas!  one  sees  now  that  the  mild  measures  did  not 
have  the  desired  effect.  Rev.  Muzelius  behaves  in  such  a  hot-headed  way,  that,  at 
the  two  meetings  of  the  Coetus  last  held,  the  church  brought  in  very  grave  com- 
plaints against  him,  so  that  the  Rev.  Coetus  deemed  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
neighboring  ministers  to  help  the  church  in  Its  need. 

We,  therefore,  in  conscience  bound  to  prevent,  to  the  extent  of  our  little  ability, 
all  faction  and  offenses  in  the  churches,  have  now  for  two  days  been  occupied  with 
these  affairs  so  painful  to  us.  Having  carefully  Investigated  everything,  in  an 
Impartial  spirit  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  fervently  praying  for  the  Lord's  assist- 
ance and  blessing,  we  cannot  find  otherwise  than  what  we  hereby,  with  all  sub- 
mission, report  to  your  Revs. 

After  Bey.  Muselius  was  made  emeritus,  he  not  only  went  back  to  his  former 
habitual  drunkenness,  which  was  very  offensive,  aad  to  his  irreligious  ways,  but  he 
also  continues  to  create  great  and  serious  factions  in  the  church.  This  he  does  by 
preaching  and  baptising  children  in  private  localities,  although  most  kindly  and 
fraternally  exhorted  and  warned  by  the  local  consistory  and  minister,  and  many  a 
time  also  by  the  Rev.  Coetus  not  to  do  this.  Not  more  than  twice  in  two  years  and 
more,  has  he  been  seen  in  attendance  at  public  worship.  Yet  the  Rev.  Coetus 
charged  him  to  lead  a  life  in  the  observance  of  the  duties  of  religion  as  well  as  a 
godly  life,  as  an  orderly  member  of  the  church  ought  to  do.  Nevertheless,  he  does 
not  cease  Insulting  the  consistories  and  ministers  by  word  and  deed.  Before  he  left 
(his  o|Doe)  he  caused  the  church  great  loss,  by  burning  up,  or  breaking  down,  or 
otherwise  damaging  the  fence  about  the  church-land,  the  house,  and  the  barn.  Yes- 
terday we  kindly  summoned  him  to  appear  before  our  committee  (lit.  assembly)  to 
present  tlie  complaint  he  made  to  the  Coetus  last  year;  and  to  defend  himself 
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agaloit  the  aocuuilona  which  the  eonslstorr  and  tbi?  church  haa  brooght  igi 
bim.  Bnt  he  sent  our  mtsBcager  back  with  b  tBuntInK  reply,  aoi  refused  to  con 
■□r  acderataDdlag  with  ub.  or  witli  the  Rev.  Coetns.  Also,  BeTeral  weeks  tgo,  wia 
tbe  help  or  hlB  brotbeiB-ln-lBW.  who  belong  to  the  Cburch  of  EDgland.  he  bad  U* 
elders  (ot  Tappeo)  who  were  In  office  three  ^ears  ago.  arrested  by  civil  antborlty.  .  ~ 
tlieae  (drcnmataacea  bare  bt^ea  proved  to  us  on  the  ludlspuuble  teatlmouj  of  eu 
and  eye  wltneaaei.  The  factions,  the  offenses  and  the  dlaturbanccg  In  tbe  ch 
are  BO  great  and  flngrant— eien  to  tbe  extent  that  the  newly  chosen  elders  are  afiUl 
of  letting  tbemselres  bo  Inaialled:  end  mnny  threacpn  to  lenre  the  chnreb— tbil.  It 
•  apeedy  remedy  be  uol  applied.  DotblnR  else  Is  to  be  eipected  tiian  the  tctil 
deatrnctioci  of  the  Tappan  choicb:  and  alio,  tbal  even  otbet  churches  of  Ood  !■«« 
TiClDlty,  «■  on  Long  Island,  will  vanish  as  In  a  flame  ol  Qre. 

The  decision,  to  which  we  had  of  necessity  to  name,  ne  berewltb.  by  an  oflcM 
copy  enclosed,  lay  before  yonr  Rers.  We  have  also  InConned  Itev.  UnieUu,  li 
wilting,  of  the  same.  We  hope  and  expect  that  your  Kevs.  will  continue  to  liki 
pity  on,  and  care  for  Ibe  cSnrchea  !□  this  snd  condition  In  which  they  And  tlus- 
selvea  Id  these  regions.  Here  so  many  ministers  and  charehea  are  groaning  nallM 
encroachments  and  fnotloas.  Do  not  itlaregBrd  the  heavy  and  painful  labor  of  Iks 
co-worhers  of  your  Revs.:  bat  punish  the  disobedient  Waaler  of  tbe  Sock  as  wellu 
his  followers.  In  luGlt  a  way  as,  In  yonr  Reva.'  discerning  Judgement,  the  cast  nay 
require;  and  tbus  save  ua.  miserable  od(s. 

Hay  It  please  your  Revs,  to  reply  to  tbls  letter  as  soon  Ba  possible.  The  Leil 
bless  your  Revs.'  ABBembly,  ministry,  persons  and  fHmllles! 

Very  Reverend  Sirs,  and  Respected  FBtbcrs  and  Brethren  In  Christ.  We  sign  an- 
•elvea,  Xoor  willing  Bcrvants. 

Gerard  Haeghoort,  Reel,  at  Second  River,  Preesea. 
J.  H,  Goetacblns,  Eccl.  at  Hnckensack,  h.  t.  ScrilM. 
Haml.  Verbryck,  Quod  attestor,  V.  D.  M.,  and  eccL  locL 

at  the  house  of 

Isac  Blauwenveld, 

Dec.  «.  I7K.    N,  8. 


Finding  of  the  above  Committee  on  the  case  of  Muzelins. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Extracta,  Vol.  xxiii ;  304-5. 

Tappan,  at  tbe  bouse  of  Isack  Blauvelt.  Dec.  6,  I7B2. 

Tbe  Assembly,  after  having  most  curefnlly  considered  everything  In  the  fear  «l 
tbe  Lord,  did  by  anaDlmons  conaent  cpboIvp:— 

L  That  Frederick  Muzcllus  be  hereafter  no  longer  recognised  as  a  mltdltir 
em«rttaB,  but  be  declared  unworthy  of  that  bonor. 

t.  That,  In  case  Mnicllas  dues  not  submit  to  tbls  resolution,  and  cease  crestlsl 
divisions  In  the  church,  by  his  preaching  and  baptizing  In  private  bouses  and  else- 
where, as  well  as  by  bis  offensive  conduct,  that  then  the  consistory  of  Tappan  shill 
panlsh  him,  as  an  onworthy  member  of  tbe  cbnrcb,  with  ecclesiastical  excomniDal- 
catlon,  according  to  Churcb  Order.* 

3.  That  the  consistory  eibort.  In  a  fraternal  rplrlt,  the  InsnIiardlnBte  membera,  u 
well  as  others,  to  return  to  the  church;  and  warn  them  that.  If  they  remain  obatl- 
nate,  the  coualstory  will  deal  with  them  also  according  to  the  cbntcb  discipline. 

4.  That,  altboDgh  Muaellus  has,  by  hla  factious  spirit  and  misconduct  vhUi 
emeritus,  hindered  the  voluntary  aapport  of  himaelf  by  tbe  chureh.  we,  nevertlw- 
less.  recommend  him  to  the  beneTolenee  of  the  chureh. 

C  That  In  reference  to  tbe  third  quarterly  payment.  It  la  agreed  to  refer  to  tlH 
Rev.  Coetna  the  queatlon,  whether  tbe  consistory  did  not  luy  the  balance  of 
Uuietlua'  salary,  according  to  tbe  purpose  and  Instrnctlou  of  tbe  CoetnsT 


wholly  depoaed  or  not." 


read:  "But  no  perwm"  (1.  e.  me»bM 
wIthoDt  the  previous  advice  of  If 
s  shall  be  suspended"  (by  tbe  Oo«- 
of  tbe  Giassls  whether  they  shall  M 
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naolved  to  Infono  tbe  Rer.  Clntils  of  Amiterdam,  at  tbe  eirlleit  oppor- 
f  thli  matter,  «i  It  baa  come  before  ni,  and  alao  to  the  Bgt.  Coetoa. 
Qerard  Haegboort.  FraeaeB. 
J.  E.  QoetacbluB 
ItenJ.  Van  ier  Llnde,  V.  D.  M. 
ALlebartli  Terbnjn,  Mder  at  Paramiu. 
Simon  Demareit.  elder  at  SchTaelenbnrg. 

les  of  Kings  Comity,  N.  T.    Claims  of  certain  partiea  to 
be  tie  legal  Consistory.    No  date.    Probably  1752. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

>nal  l>acuDient.  Bbowlng  tbat  we  <the  ondenlsned)  are  tbe  old  legal  conBla- 
le  facta.  Very  Ber.  Sirs,  are  aa  follows: 

□  the  Tillage  of  FlakkeboBcb  (Plalbnah)  three  at  th«  eldera  In  that  twoala- 
re  on  oar  Bide,  Qamelr.  Philip  Nagel,  Domlnlcna  Van  der  Teere,  Jan 
.    ConaeqaeDtlr  there  wbb  but  one  for  and  with  Van  SlDderen.   The  four 

all  on  onr  Bide,  namelr.  Jeremlaa  Van  der  BUt,  Qerrlt  Van  Dotm,  Aria 
lobBDDla  Hoogland. 

n  tbe  Tillage  of  Bienkelen  tbe  elder*  were  all  on  onr  aide.  Their  name*  . 
rle  BIdI*.  Jacobaa  Letfertae,  Rem  Remae,  Jacob  Remae.  Of  tbe  deacouB. 
tre  with  na,  namel;;  Jan  ConwenhoTen.  Jan  Snddam,  YeTomlnna  Bappalje. 

waa  bat  one  for  Tan  SIndereii. 
a  the  Tillage,  called  de  Baa;  or  Nlentr  Amerafoort,  wblcb  haa  bat  tbree 
Qd  three  deacons,  two  elders  were  with  ns;  namel;,  Hermanna  Hoogland 
lot  Voorbeea;  and  two  deacons.  Abraham  Voorhees  and  Wllhetmaa  Stoothof. 

were  bat  two  for  Tan  Slnderen. 
n  the  TlllBge  of  Boswrclt  (Bushwyck)  there  were  on  onr  side  three  elder*. 
Fotkert  Foikertse,  Daolel  Bodet  and  Joria  Van  Alst;  and  only  one  with  Van 
i;  alio  tbree  descons:    Roelof  Bmeka,   Abr,   Corachow   (Kershow)   snd  Jaa 
Tea;  and  so  but  one  deacon,  bicbId,  with  Tan  Slnderen. 

0  the  Tillage  of  New  Utrecht,  wbere  are  three  eldera  and  tbree  deacons,  the 
-e  all  with  na:  namely,  Nlcholaes  Van  Brant.  Qerrlt  Van  Daln.  Bntgert  Van 
nnlor;  and  of  tbe  deacons,  one  was  on  onr  side,  by  tbe  name  of  Jorls  Lot. 
ron  see  tbe  proof,  Blra,  tbat  tbe  conalatorr,  wblcb  baa  again  called  ReT. 
s.  Is  the  old  and  legal  conslatory.   They  took  action  by  a  majority  of  Totes, 

1  Tan  Slnderen  retased  to  sit  with  ns  when  we  called  Arondeua.  And  this 
DDBlstory  which  has  continued  from  time  to  time  and  still  exists  by  legal 
m.  Whence  then  has  Van  Blnderen  bla  conslstoryl  What  else  Is  It  than  a 
■J  gathered  np  oat  of  the  few  tbat  stood  by  him?  And,  If  these  (the  nnder- 
ire  now  also  the  ones  wbo  called  BeT.  Cnrtenlna,  It  must  follow  that  he  la 
ilnlster  among  us  according  to  Chnrch  Order. 

Pblllppas  Nagel 

Jan  Waldron 

Daniel  Bodet.  once  an  elder 

Nlcholaaa  Folkeraen.  elder 

Ratgert  Van  Bmnt,  elder 

Roelof  Voorheea 

Jacobus  Lefferta 

Qerrlt  Tan  Duyo.  alder 

Jacob  Rem  sen. 


Ecclesiastical  Records 
The  Moravians. 


Tb«  Pnlplt-Scold  Is  tbe  idohC  despicable  Scold  In  tbe  world.  He  la  a  mnaOr 
Stold.  that  glTM  bli  AnUKOUlBt  do  Opportnnlt;  at  acoldlng  bBClc  From  thl*  ikk 
therefore,  will  I  prencb  agalaat  every  aoch  PieacheT.  and  make  the  Prea  reiectar- 
■te  tbe  Calamnlea  oC  the  Fnlplt. 


Wbat  ll  tbe  partleular  Frame  and  Couatltutlou  of  the  Church  of  Moratia,  I  mtv 
had  the  Carloalt;  lo  enqalre:  Iho'  I  dare  say,  if  it  l>e  replete  wtlh  idle  ridWIM 
Qewgaws,  it  hath  the  good  Orsces  of  oot  a  few  OentlenieD  In  Black. 

But  the  Sect  diatluguUbed  by  that  Appellation  amoDRat  na.  I  bare  had  tbt  avpr- 
tunlty  U>  be  a  ILitle  aoQaalnled  wltb.  Of  ibeae  I  form  my  Judcmeat  by  Ott 
Actlona,  the  only  TouchHioue  of  a  Maa'a  Heart.  Ay  thrir  fnrti  iv  afeafl  bM>  Dm. 
Tbey  are  inch  a  people  as  tbst  do  Mod  can  get  any  Tbing  by  their  Bellital,  brt 
iDtemal  TranqDilliy,  and  peace  of  C-ODSClence.  ariaing  from  ati  liiTiolablc  Atn^ 
meat  to  the  Prlnc-lples  and  I'recepts  of  It.  They  are  a  plain,  open,  honest,  !■•■■■ 
aire  people:  They  prcteBs  ualTeraal  Benerolence  to  all  Men.  and  are 
Id  their  Lirea  Btid  ConierGallaDa:  Id  a  Word,  tbelr  icbole  Conduct 
Belief,  that  IM  Mnpdun  el  ChrUI  ii  not  ol  thit  World.  Hence  U  la  no  wDoder, 
tbey  give  Umbrage  to  tbos«  of  tbe  Clergy,  who  beg  to  be  eicuaed.  fntm  beU 
that  Part  of  the  Goepel.  as  do  bnl  too  many  of  the  Pdeels  of  all  I>e&omlna 

In  regard  to  their  rellgloua  Principles.  It  must  be  onoed.  they  baye  tbeir  pM 
SeDtimenta,  which  dlBtlognlBb  them  from  otherg.  Bnt  Ibat  la  eaylng  do  more. 
that  tbey  think  for  tbemselrea,  or  at  leaal.  that  they  think  not  like  oIh«x; 
Koou  Is  Jnst  as  far  from  Ocnrra.  aa  Omtca  from  Bome.  For  Orthodoxy,  as  it  li 
monly  used.  Is  a  mens  levlllcal  BnglQe,  that  has  dODe  more  Ulschlef  to  Uas 
than  all  tbe  tyranta  tbat  ever  tayaged  the  Globe.  Every  Man  la  orlkodo* 
and  hercllcal  to  all  tbe  World  besides;  but  tbat  be  shoold  therefore  be 
or  batcbered.  tlie  Scripture  aaltb  not;  Nay,  I  cannot  And,  by  tbe  BlMc  Aecoottf 
the  laat  Hay.  that  one  laterrogatory  will  be  proposed  concerning  a  Uan'a  OpIaW; 
bnt  that  every  one  ivlll  be  lodged  orcordinir  to  the  DttAa  iont  In  fhe  Bod|r. 


Aa  to  their  Notion  aboul  tbe  rnlanrfulness  ol  bearing  Anus;  it  Is  well  known,  tin 
the  irathen,  npon  ivboae  Authority  the  Clergy  so  much  rely,  when  it  makes  W 
their  Interest,  were  almusi  unirerBally,  as  some  contend,  of  the  aanie  oplalao;  all 
had  all  tbe  World  been  «o.  Mankind  wonld  not  have  been  plagued  with  that*  bdy 
Wars,  and  prteaUy  Masaacrca,  that  have  ao  often  deluged  the  Earth  with 


It  is  Indeed  astontahlog.  tbat  Dissenters,  who  so  muck,  and  to  iuttlg,  msgnl^  Os 
BeasonablenesB  of  TilcnMim,  when  themselves  arc  concerned,  abotild  at  the  ■» 
time  treat  as  Heretloka,  a  People  whom  tbe  Parliament  hath  acknowledged  M  ^ 
CkrfatloM;  which,  perhnpa.  la  more  than  can  be  said  for  any  Church  In  the  Piuvtaf* 

Tbe  Bellglon  ot  the  UoTaciani.  Is  as  orthodox  as  any  RellgiOD  In  ibe  Bealm.  eKtfl 
only  with  this  Difference,  tbat  It  promtaea  Notblne  but  Peace  of  Ulndi  while  iV 


Hon.  William  Llilngaton  waa  bom  at  Albanv  In  ITZI  and  died  in  ITH. 
Mlebrated   lawyer  and  patriot.    He  gradnalnl  at  Yale  College  In   VM, 


Dd  « 


c  died.    He  wna  a 
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1763 
tlien  are  decorated  with  Placet  and  prefennent*.  greater  SereniiM^  and  better 

NotUDg  on  be  more  nnmanneily.  at  well  at  onchiiatlan,  than  for  an;  Proteatant 
llnlater,  within  hla  Ua]eal7'«  DomlnLona,  to  atlgmatlie  and  Tllltr,  a  nnmeroiiB  Bodj 
t  People,  protected  t>7  the  aame  lawa,  and  Incorporated  under  tbe  same  Conitlta- 


0  with  blmaelf : 

—Tbe  IndepeodeDt  Reflector,  pp.  a,  S3,  it. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  op  Ambtekdam, 

Sxamination  and  ordination  of  Bev.  Appeldoom  and  Eev,  John 

Scbuneman. 

1753,  Jan.  9th.  Art.  10.  The  Deputati  Synodi  gave  their 
n&aons  for  being  excused  for  absence  from  the  examination  of 
Bev.  Appeldoom. — (when  he  preached  his  sermon)  on  ^m.  8:34, 
rhereupon  Appeldoom  -was  admitted  to  the  final  examination. 
Sev.  John  Schuneman — see  Acta  of  December  5,  1752,  Art,  2. — 
iieacbed  a  sermon  on  John  3 :  36,  "  He  tiiat  believeth  on  the  Son 
latlt  everlasting  life;  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not 
lee  life ;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  ",  and  was  admitted 
o  the  preparatory  and  final  examination. 

Both  gave  so  much  satisfaction  that  t^e  Assembly  not  only 
Kbnitted  them  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  but  also  ordained 
ihem  to  the  public  ministry  in  their  respective  churches  to  whidi 
Ihey  had  been  called.  They  signed  tbe  usual  Formulae,  and  Bev. 
Schuneman  also  particularly  promised  to  join  himaelf  to  tbe 
Coetus  of  New  York.  At  the  next  Classis  Rev.  van  den  Broek, 
(oinister  at  Ouwerkerk,  must  preside  ex  ordine.    xii.  816. 

Letter  to  St.  John. 

1753,  Jan.  9th,     Art,  9.     A  letter  to  b©  sent  to  Rev.  Knevels, 

minister  at  St.  John,  (West  Indies),  was  approved.     The  Acta 

of  the  Synod  (of  North  Holland)  for  last  year  (1752)  were  also 

to  be  sent,  and  to  be  forwarded  to  their  proper  destination,  xii.  331. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 
Revs.  Frielinghujsen  and  Hoevenbei^. 
1753,  Jon.  12th.    §  11.    The  Rev.  Depp,  read  two  letters,  one 
from  Bev.  Hoevenberg  and  the  Consistory  of  Claverack   dated 
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Feb,  26, 1752;  and  one  from  three  elders  at  Claverack,  dated  FA 
24,  1752,  Furthermore  the  said  gtntlemen  read  answers  to  flie 
letters  of  Kev.  Frielinghujaen ;  to  the  church  at  Lower  Bhin^Mii 
on  the  Plain;  and  to  the  elders  at  Claverack.  These  three  ansva 
were  approved,  and  shall  be  forwarded,     xii.  315. 

Chtjbch  of  New  York. 
Bequeeta  of  Domine  De  Ronde.     Answer. 

Con(UtorT  bald,   after  caltlog  on  God's 
paper,  the  conteuta  of  nblrb  nre  Bi  fuJIon'B: 

L  R«T.  Sin  and  Bretbrpn:  II  ia  now  oearlr  two  yean  and  a  half  since  I  leccpM 
tbe  call  to  be  tbe  mlnlBter  of  this  cburch.  perneWIng  tbe  i;rent  IncllnstloD  ot  tk> 
conBregatlOD  toward  me  and  my  n-ork.  This  1  did,  nltboot  making  snr  coadlUoH 
as  I  WM  adrlaed  not  to  au^e^at  tiny.  I  freel;  cngasod  to  do  all  that  atandi  wUUt 
the  call,  not  doobllDK  bot  tbnt  tbe  aSM^tlon  of  tbe  cougregitloa.  and  tbe  eiteoa 
boTse  to  me  by  Enost  of  tlie  Consistory,  would  in  dtie  time  be  shown  bj  ict»l 
proofs,  and  by  sncli  n'^on.penee  as  was  fitting  and  proper;  tIs..  that  I  shoaM 
recelre  a  doueeur  far  strylrea  rendered  here  at  Bnt.  wbea  I  was  weak  and  sMIf, 
and  alao  my  trarellns  expenses  as  has  aln-aya  been  caatomacy. 

But  after  being  here  as  mlDleler  for  two  yEnrs  and  a  balf,  and  bavlnft  meotloiKl 
and  explained  the  reasons bleneas  of  thla  thing  to  former  nssembllea  and  la  bld^ 
Tldoal  members  of  tbe  CooslBtory,  I  jet  peraelve  that  nothing  comes  of  It  Tk 
matter  Is  inllered  to  reat.  and  do  rreaentallon  ol  It  la  made  anywhere.  Theidvn. 
1  am  obliged  after  long  wolllng  HUd  well-ttled  patience,  (o  (nm  at  last  to  yon  ssJ 
ask  yoD  to  take  the  matter  into  your  conalderaCloa.  Yon  cnjoj-ed  my  Herrlcci  with- 
out paying  eren  my  traveling  expenses  from  Sorloam.  I  came  here  at  my  own  cMt 
and  after  a  three-montha  stay,  passed  over  to  you.  renouncing  my  call  to  SnrlnKi- 
and  thns  losing  my  claim  on  them.  These  costs,  amounting  to  seTenty-flTC  poull. 
should  be  repaid  me;  especially,  becanse,  In  addition,  I  had  Immediately  to  hti*  ■ 
houB*  at  my  own  cost.  Thus  I  lost  a  good  sum,  to  the  great  Injury  of  my  tanlly. 
while  yet  In  the  sen'Ice  of  tbe  Kew  York  cant;  re  nation.  I,  therefore,  really  tUat 
that  they  are  under  obligations  to  me  Iti  Joitlce,  aa  could  be  farther  proved.  It  H 
were  required. 

1.  t  requested  a  former  Consistory,  on  Kov,  18.  ITIl.  to  prorlde  m«  a  soltable 
dwelling  even  as  (he  other  ministers.  I  must  complain  that  In  this  matter  nothbi 
has  been  done.  A  committee  ttos  appointed.  Indeed,  to  look  after  a  house  aoat- 
where.  but  they  did  not  have  authority  to  rent  auch  a  one  as  the  other  mlnlsten 
had.  but  only  such  as  conld  be  got  for  thirty  pounds.  And  althongh  that  la  doI 
mach  In  these  times.  It  was  good  enough  for  me.  Perceiving  this,  I  osed  my  on 
eyes  till  I  found  the  bouse  I  now  live  In.  and  asked  for  It,  bnt  waa  refused.  Tbli 
Nfosal  was  not  by  the  Consistory,  but  by  some  of  the  eldets,  and  only  thlrty-ili 
pmmdB  were  contributed  for  a  bouse.  Thereupon,  I  laid  1  must  seek  aid  Imm  tbt 
congregation.  This  was  acquiesced  In  nntll  I  prepared  a  proposal  to  obtain  the  RSl 
by  sabacrlptloD.  Bnt  an  elder  aoon  requested  that  that  plan  be  stopped,  and.  tben- 
fore,  thai  far,  I  do  not  know  how  It  will  succeed.  The  time  la  at  hand  for  payment 
and  the  lease  mast  be  renewed,  or  the  honae  given  up. 

S.  It  now  becomes  necessary  to  request  you  to  provide  tor  my  dwelling,  and  not  ts 
regard  me  less  than  my  cotleaguea  In  this  matter;  but  In  these  bard  Hmes  to  ■<> 
beyond  tbe  thirty  pounds  and  pay  the  additional  amount  required  for  my  boos, 
namely,  twenty  pounds  and  tbe  taxes,  two  pounds  and  ten  shUllDgi;  and  bsaet- 
fbrth  to  care  for  me  In  the  seme  manner  as  for  my  assoclatea.  Thns  doing,  yon  wU 
bind  me  to  the  fnrthep  faithful  discharge  of  my  office,  and  give  me  tio  naMB  ts 
perform  It  with  grief,  bnt  with  satlsfsctlon.  Thla  will  be  the  case.  It  at  tke  Int 
opportunity  yon  compenaate  me  and  my  service  by  a  proper  salary.  Fm'  bowothsi- 
wlse  can  a  minister  live  In  these  hard  times,  who  Is  responsible  toe  the  ImpoitaDl 
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S€*ryice  entrusted  to  him?  IIow  can  he  care  for  his  wife  and  children,  as  natural 
reason  obligates  him  to  do?  Tea,  how  can  he  meekly  and  tenderly  execute  such  an 
important  function  as  his  if  he  mast  make  himself  entirely  insensible  to  his  family's 
welfare?  so  that  men  must  regard  him  as  either  more  than  human,  or  else  as  alto- 
gether inhuman.  How  can  he  perform  his  duties,  when  he  remembers  that  with  his 
death  his  salary  ends?  and  then,  his  wife,  now  during  his  life  so  dear  to  him,  and 
his  children  also  must  become  sad  and  miserable?  Unless,  indeed,  God,  by  his 
proyldence,  makes  some  special  provision  for  them,  especially  In  such  times  as  these, 
when  beneficence  Is  so  seldom  practiced  by  the  majority  of  men. 

Brethren,  Is  not  this  so?  My  heart  has  often  been  pierced,  and  my  eyes  have 
streamed  with  tears,  when  I  consider  my  condition,  and  how  I  have  been  hindered 
In  my  office,  as  I  doubt  not  has  also  been  the  case  with  my  associates.  What,  there- 
fbre,  1  ask,  is  more  appropriate,  than  an  increase  of  salary  in  these  times?  Thus 
might  we  be  unincumbered  In  our  work,  and  have  what  reason  and  scripture  demand 
from  a  Christian  congregation.    See  1  Cor.  9:7-14,  compared  with  Gal.  6:6. 

But  if  you  cannot  help.  Rev.  Brethren,  if  you  cannot  spare  this  for  me,  or  the 
eongregation  does  not  care  about  it,  then  I  shall  be  constrained,  however  much 
tnclined  to  exercise  my  ministry  here,  to  lay  down  my  office  among  you,  and  serve 
fSod's  Church  elsewhere;  for  there  is  no  obligation  on  a  minister  to  serve  in  the 
Qotpel  without  an  adequate  compensation,  or  to  be  wronged  in  what  equitably 
belongs  to  him,  and,  to  the  injury  of  his  wife  and  children,  minister  to  a  people  who 
btve  no  more  esteem  or  practical  regard  for  him. 

Be  pleased  to  take  both  these  things  into  consideration.  Therein,  I  wish  you  all 
wisdom,  that  you  may  do  all  things  for  the  benefit  and  profit  of  God's  Church. 
I  icmain  with  all  esteem, 

Bev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 

Your  servant  and  brother  in  Christ, 

Lambertus  De  Ronde. 

Answer. 

New  York,  Jan.  25,  1753. 

This  was  immediately  taken  Into  consideration  by  the  Consistory.  It  was  decided 
cooceniing  the  First  Article,  that  it  was  not  a  matter  belonging  to  them,  inasmuch 
at  It  was  attended  to  in  domine  De  Ronde's  call. 

As  to  the  Second  Article,  the  Consistory  agrees  to  pay  the  full  rent  of  his  dwelling 
for  the  current  year,  amounting  to  fifty-two  pounds  ten  shillings,  although  not 
satisfied  with  his  Rev's,  mode  of  renting.  For  the  following  year,  forty  pounds  will 
be  allowed. 

The  Third  Article  is  delayed  for  further  consideration. 

The  Consistory  further  Resolved,  to  give  to  domine  Ritzema  twenty-five  pounds  to 

make  np  the  amount  which  he  received  in  the  first  years  of  his  ministry  less  than 

hit  coUeagnes;  provided  that  he  make  no  further  claims.    This  was  agreed  to  by  his 

Rev. 

Actum  ut  supra.    Signed  in  the  name,  etc.  ,  _. 

J.  Ritzema. 

Church  op  Nbw  York. 
Keply  of  De  Ronde  to  Consistory's  Answer. 

New  York.  Feb.  1,  1753. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Domine  Lambertus  De  Ronde  presented  the  following  reply  to  the  Resolution  of 
the  Consistory,  passed  Jan.  25. 

On  Article  1.  I  had  thought  that  the  Consistory  would  have  been  of  a  different 
mhid  concerning  this,  but  I  perceive  they  are  not.  I  think  this  due  me,  according 
to  my  call;  but  the  reason  I  laid  it  before  you  was  to  obtain  from  you  my  traveling 
expentet  from  Surinam.  But  since  you  resolve  not  to  pay  them,  I  will  not  debate  the 
matter,  but  only  ask,  if  some  suitable  means  cannot  be  devised  to  accomplish  this 
end,  apart  from  the  treasury  of  the  Church.    I  thus  leave  it  to  your  consideration. 

On  Article  S.    I  am  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  Consistory. 

On  Article  t.  I  hope  that  the  Consistory  as  soon  as  may  be,  will  increase  our 
■aiarlfls,  and  to  rest  with  my  colleagues. 


1753 


1753 


Ecclesiastical  Re^cords 

The  Conslitorr,  bBiIng  conaldered  tbe  forVEOlHE.  <I»tettnln«l  In  referenea  U  Of 
am  point,  that  If  It  could  be  effected,  wltbont  bncdenlng  tbe  Chnrch  TnatWT,  0»l 
had  DO  objection. 

The  second  point  U  ended. 

Tbe  tblrd  will  be  attended  to  an  soon  as  tbe;  find  tbemselTes  able. 

J,  Hltzema,  p.  t.  PreiUcit. 

COREESPONDENCB  IN   AMERICA. 

Jan  Hegraaaii  and  Minne  Schenck,   (a  faction  of  tbe  church  of 
Success),  to  the  student,  Thomas  Romeyn,  Tebruary  3,  1753. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol,  ii. 
To  the  student 

Mt.  Thomas  Bomeya. 
HynheeT:  Each  of  oh,  the  undersigned,  retire.irntlni;  the  conslsloiiei  of  tbe  ekmt 
Of  Uueena,  named  lielow.  have  undecatood  that  joat  Her.  hai.  nnder  tbe  dlrectlHtf 
Hr.  Jobannea  FrellnghujKen.  accepted  a  call  to  Ojster  Bay  and.  In  part.  JtUlo; 
and.  aa  we  are  Infaruicd.  Inelisdlug  even  tbe  anderslgaedlchurch.  Tbla  matter  iMti 
very  Btrange  to  ob:  for  we  have  understood  that  the  Coetaa  sent  Kct.  de  Bosdin 
Ojster  Bayi  and.  \>j  genernl  eonsent,  be  was  choE'i.'n,  and  not  Jobannei  FlleUK' 
bufsen.  to  transact  cbUTcb  bnalness  amonK  ns  In  Queens.  Therefore  wc  sit  T"- 
moat  kindly,  not  to  persevere  In  tbe  above- mentioned  arrangements,  for  we  ililitll 
will  tend  moi*  to  confusion  than  to  peace.  In  ease  you  should  persevere  U  Olt 
matter  (of  your  call),  we  sball  feel  ourselrea  bound  to  oppose  yoq  tberela. 

Ulnne  Srlrart 
Jan  BeKemu. 
At  Queens— otherwise  cnllprt  He m pal ead— (Success  or  Xorib  Oempatead.l   FAmij 
S,  1T53. 

Class  13  op  Amstebbau. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  March  8,  1753. 

(Abstract.) 


I.    The  letter  itself. 

By  tbiB  opportunity,  because  he  Is  cbarged  wltb  forwarding  the  eDcloanm.  ^ 
Informs  ns  of  bis  surprise  that  he  baa  received  no  anawer  from  ns,  to  bli  PrWit 
against  tbe  Coetns,  nor  to  his  prerloas  letter  to  us. 

He  mentions  the  fact,  bIso.  that  the  Ckietus  has  ordained  and  Installed  Ittf*" 
moreert)  Rer.  Marlnus.  as  minister  at  Aquactenonk,  (a  place  formeriy  unite*  "M 
Second  Blver.  (BclleTlUe)  belonging  to  the  Coelua,  and  subordinate  to  the  Cla^A 
This  Ibey  have  dnne  In  behalf  of  Bev.  Behlalter  of  Tennsylvanla,  who  baa  bM 
eoiployed  thus  to  act  by  the  Synods  of  South  and  North  Holland:  bnt  he  tHaalboortl 
cannot  harmonize  this,  (nlth  other  Acta).  The  Clnssla  refoses  this  power,  and  will 
peasoq;  tbe  Synods,  to  whom  they  (the  parlies)  are  not  known,  neither  are  dlrrcBT 
subject,  grant  It;  and  that  to  a  pereon  who  ban  not  the  least  relation  with  ttom,  • 
Swiss,  formerly  sent  by  the  Synods  to  the  German  churches  In  PeoniylTanla.  B" 
(Schlatter)  bns  blmself  undertaken,  on  his  own  authority,  to  examine  Marlnus,  i»4 
give  him  a  license  to  preach;  In  particular,  at  Acqaackenonck.  Can  inch  tbW< 
aaki  he  (Haaghoort),  succeed,  without  the  cognliance  of  tbla  ClaaaiaT  tf  lO.  «kr 
was  It  not  prevented?  It  not.  the  sane  way  Is  opened  r»r  thetn.  He  tblnki  tke 
mistake  lies  In  the  fact  (hat  the  Synods  suppose  tbat  Acquackenonck  la  sltoatsd  >■ 
Pennaylvania.    Bnt  then  the  blame  rests  on  Rev.  Schlatter,  ftnd  tbe  Clatri).  wU 
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low  better.  Or  can  It  be,  that  Synod  has  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a 
Detos?  For  Rev.  (Gnaltems)  Dn  Bols  Is  the  only  one  written  to  about  Pennsyl- 
inlt  affairs,  and  the  Ck>eta8  is  passed  by,  notwithstanding  so  many  agitations  by 
ihlatter.  He  wishes  to  lay  this  matter  before  the  Synod  more  folly.  Now  he 
1I7  writes  thus  briefly  in  haste,  to  prevent  dispute  and  schism,  and  to  see  whether 
me  means  could  not  be  devised  to  bring  everything  to  rights?  (alles  te  regt  te 
engen?) 

Ihe  German  churches  in  New  York  are  inclined  to  unite  themselves  with  the 
iglish  Presbyterian-Independents.  They  have  a  Synod  there,  and  also  one  in 
illadelphia.  (This  they  may  do)  In  order  to  get  their  ordination  (promotite)  in 
at  way,  in  this  land;  for  they  are  displeased  at  the  refusal  of  the  Classis,  (to 
ow  ordinations  here)  and  object  to  the  cost  and  trouble  of  sending  their  students 
ro88  (the  ocean);  and  they  are  strengthened  therein  by  the  address  of  the  Synods 
d  the  Philadelphia  Ck>etu8.  Thus  there  is  danger  that  they  may  separate  them- 
Ifet  and  fall  away  from  the  Holland  National  Church,  and  themselves  become 
lependent;  and  thus  much  further  down  in  the  scale  than  that  strange  (or  foreign) 
irman  Coetus.  Nevertheless,  the  Synods  judge  that  It  might  be  recognised  as  a 
lasls.  There  are  beginnings  of  this  already,  as  it  was  attempted  in  the  case  of 
iqnackenonk.  He  further  remarks,  that  if  that  union  should  occur,  as  he  fears,  it 
raid  be  better  that  the  Presbyterians  should  unite  with  them,  (the  Dutch)  as  they 
IS  Presbyterians)  have  no  Liturgies  or  Forms.    He  ends  with  salutation. 

n.   The  enclosures  refer  to  Rev.  Muzelius,  Emeritus  Pastor 

at  Tappan. 

L  A  letter  signed  at  Tappan  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Blaauwenvelt,  December  6, 
52,  by  Revs.  Haaghoort,  Goetschius  and  Verbryck,  V.  D.  M.  They  suppose  It  Is 
ready  known  to  us  that  Rev.  Muzelius,  (by)  direction  of  the  Coetus,  was  declared 
EDeiitus  on  February  21,  1750.  This  was  done  probably  for  his  preservation;  for,  on 
wont  of  his  reckless  conduct,  serious  accusaUons  were  brought  in  against  him  at 
e  last  two  meetings  of  the  Coetus  as  appears  from  the  Acta  of  0>etus  of  Septem- 
tr  10, 1751,  and  of  April  14,  1752,  Session  VI.  8  3,  which  was  communicated  to  him  in 
rltlng  expressly;  and  if  this  should  have  no  good  result,  the  consistory  was  then  to 
fer  the  case  to  three  neighboring  ministers  with  their  elders,  to  take  action  against 
QiellQs  even  to  the  extent  of  censure,  and  to  make  report  of  this  to  Coetus,  that  it 
igbt  be  determined  whether  the  affair  should  have  to  proceed  to  a  deposition.  In 
cordance  with  this  resolution  of  Coetus  they  spent  (lit,  lost,  gevaceert)  two  days 
the  investigation  of  those  matters.  They  found  that  Muzelius,  since  he  was  made 
neritus,  had  returned  again  to  his  previous  drunkenness  and  irreligious  conduct; 
at  he  also  causes  great  dissensions;  he  threatens  the  congregation  with  total  ruin, 
tb  bis  preaching  and  baptizing  children  in  private  houses  in  the  face  of  all 
endly  admonitions  of  consistory  and  Coetus.  Within  two  years  he  Jias  but  twice 
ended  public  worship,  although  he  was  urged  to  diligent  attendance  by  Coetus. 
'  treats  the  members  of  consistory  and  the  ministers  with  affronts.  He  did  great 
mage  to  the  congregation's  house  and  bam  before  he  left,  by  burning  and  break- 
:  down  the  fences,  etc.  The  committee  invited  him  In  a  friendly  way  to  attend 
Ir  meeting  and  bring  in  his  complaints;  and  to  reply  to  the  complaint  and  accu- 
ions  brought  against  him;  but  he  sent  back  the  m«senger  with  a  scoffing  retort 
1  refused  to  have  any  dealings  with  the  committee  or  Coetus.  Also  by  aid  of  his 
thers-in-law,  who  belong  to  the  consistory  (or  Church?)  of  England,  (die  aan  den 
kenraad  van  Bngelant  behoren,)  he  caused  the  elders  who  were  in  office  three 
rs  ago,  to  be  summoned  before  the  Civil  Court  (or  Judge).  All  these  things  are 
ablished  by  eye  and  ear  witnesses.  The  schisms,  scandals  and  disturbances  in 
congregation  are  excessive;  yea,  so  extreme,  that  two  elders  elect,  out  of  fear, 
ose  to  assume  office;  and  many  threaten  to  leave  the  church.  A  speedy  remedy 
herefore  necessary,  to  prevent  the  entire  ruin  of  the  church.  They  transmit  to 
their  yerdict  in  writing,  which  they  also  made  known  to  Muzelius. 
hey  hope  and  expect  that  we  will  take  compassion  on  the  sad  condition  of  the 
irches  in  those  regions,  where  so  many  schisms  are  caused  by  intruders;  that 
poUert  of  th«  flock  may  be  punished  as  circumstances  may  demand.  They  request 
peedy  answer  hereto.    They  conclude  with  salutation. 
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The  second  encloBnre  Is  thli:  Tappan,  December  «.  1753,  at  the  bonu  of  IMM 
Blaauwrell. 

The  meeting  havlnE  welgliMl  ererrthlng  carernllj-  In  the  fear  of  the  Lort,  nul- 
monslr  reaolTCd; 

1.  That  Frederic  MdzcIIus  be  no  longer  rccognlied  ai  an  Emerltna  UlnUter.  tratk 
declared  DDWorthr  of  sucli  IKIe. 

2.  That  ir  MuaellDa  dues  aoc  submit  to  tbis  declHlon.  docs  not  dealat  from  tnitlB 
itlrrlng  op  dlaaeiiBlons  In  the  churches  by  his  preacblns  and  baptUbig  In  pilran 
booaes  or  elaen-hen?,  and  frooi  hie  offeaalTe  conduct,  that  the  conalgtory  of  Taiipu 
pnnlsh  him  aa  an  unnorttiy  member  of  the  church,  n-lth  ecclealaatlcal  eieomaml- 
catlon,  according  to  Chnrch  Order. 

3.  That  the  con^lalory  frntemally  exhort  the  dieobpdicnt  merobera,  and  othra  It 
return  to  the  cburch:  nod  In  cbhc  of  obstlnacj,  that  the  conalatory  act  In  rejuiW 
tbelr  membera,  ai:cordlug  to  the  chnrcb  dlaclpline. 

4.  Tbat  Muiellua.  by  his  exciting  schism  and  lll-bebsvlor.  during  the  period  of  tb 
EimerltUB-PBBtorship.  and  hna  thereb;  bladered  the  volcnlarr  auppoct  o(  the  (oa- 
gregnllon.  nevertheletifl.  he  Is  commended  to  the  benevolence  of  the  congcegitls*. 

6.  Aa  to  the  third  quarterly  pnrraent;  It  came  to  be  known  thnt  the  conililorj  M 
not  paid  MuiellDs  the  full  stipulated  snlarr  In  accordance  witb  the  parpON  u' 
the  direction  of  Coelus.  It  was  Iberefore  resolved  to  refer  tbia  matter  to  the  CottB 
aa  It  bSB  appeared  to  an;  land)  It  Is  rcHOlved.  nt  the  llrat  upponunltf,  to  nuU*  tlk 
matter  known  to  the  i-'lnsslB  of  Auisterduui,  and  lo  maki!  report  thereof  to  the  B«T. 
Cop  I  us. 

Slgocd.  QerbardDB  Hsnghoort.  President:  J.  n.  GoetEChlaa,  V,  D.  M.:  Benlisla 
Von  der  Linden,  V.  D.  M.;  Albertus  ter  Huj-n.  elder  at  Paramus;  Simon  Demin* 
elder  at  Schralenborg. 

The  CnuECH  and  the  College. 
Komarks  on  the  Intended  College  in  New  York,     Shall  it  be  See- 
tarian  or  Unsectarian?     By  WilUam  Livingston,   March  32, 
1753.     (SeeKov,  25,  1751.) 

(Extracte.) 
The  Design  of  erecting  a  College  In  tbis  Prorlace,  la  a  Matter  of  «uch  grand  ui 
general  Importance,  that  I  hove  frequently  made  it  the  topic  of  mj  sertona  Uedltl- 
tlon.  Kor  can  1  better  employ  my  Time  than  by  devoting  a  Course  of  Papers  te" 
Inlereiting  a  Snblecl.  A  Snbjiwt  of  universal  Concernment,  and  In  a  peculiar  Mmiet 
iDTolTlng  Id  It,  the  Uapploesa  and  Welt-helng  of  our  PoBterll)'' 

That  the  Colleg-p  niiBlit  lo  be  pKiccil  In  or  nenr  this  City,  nppenrs  cTldenl  froit     ' 
Dumbertees  Arguments,   that  natnralty  occur  lo  the  most  superficial  Thinker.   Bv 
while  we  have  been  auiuslug  ourselves  with  Disputations  concerning  the  Sltnitlsa 
Of  the  Building,  we  have  been  Btrangely  Indolent  obout  Its  Constitution  and  Gowa- 
ment.  In  ComparlsoD  of  vrblch,  the  other  Is  a  Trifle  tbat  scarce  deoeires  AttcsUoi- 

That  the  College  ought  therefore  to  be  slluated  Dear  our  Metiopoll*.  and  that  It 
will  be  productive.  If  properly  regnlated,  of  unspeakable  Benefit  to  tbia  praTlBC%  t 
shall  lay  down  aa  two  pwlulata  not  to  be  questioned 

The  true  ase  of  Education,  Is  to  quality  Uen  for  tbe  dlllereDt  BrnpIoylDanU  ot 
Lire,  to  which  It  may  please  God  to  call  them 

Tbe  Uinseqnences  of  a  liberal  Educntlon  will  soon  be  visible  throughout  the  wkoli 
PrOTluce.  They  will  appear  on  tbe  Bench,  at  the  Bar,  In  the  Pnlpit,  and  In  tb« 
Senate,  and  Doayoldably  affect  our  drll  and  rellgloua  Principles.  Let  na  addnw,  • 
few  Arguments  from  Reason,  EiperleDce  and  History. 

At  Bareara  College  In  tbe  Uauarkmettt-Baf,  and  at  Fale  College  In  CowkcHmI, 
the  Presbyterian  Profession  Is  In  some  sort  establlsbed.   It  ll  Id  Uieae  Oolonlei  tbt 
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<'omuieudahle  Practice  of  all  who  can  ufTord  it,  to  give  tlieir  Sous  an  Kduciition  at 
Cbelr  respective  Seminaries  of  Learning.  Wlille  tbey  are  in  the  Course  of  their 
£<li]catioD,  they  are  sure  to  be  instructed  In  the  Arts  of  maintaining  the  Religion  of 
the  College,  which  is  always  that  of  their  immediate  Instructors;  and  of  combating 
the  Principles  of  all  other  Christians  whatever.  When  the  young  Gentlemen,  have 
ran  thro'  the  Course  of  their  Education,  they  enter  into  the  Ministry,  or  some  Offices 
of  the  Government,  and  acting  in  them  under  the  Influence  of  the  Doctrine  espoused 
tn  the  Morning  of  Life,  the  Spirit  of  the  College  is  transfused  thro'  the  Colony,  and 
ttnctures  the  Genius  and  Policy  of  the  public  Administration,  from  the  Governor 
<town  to  the  Constable.  Hence  the  Episcopaliuns  cannot  acquire  an  equal  Strength 
among  them,  till  some  new  Regulations,  in  matters  of  Religion,  prevail  in  their 
<^oUege«,  which  perpetually  produce  Adversaries  to  the  heirarchical  System.  Nor  is 
tt  to  be  questioned,  that  the  Universities  In  North  and  South  Britain,  greatly  support 
^T% different  professions  that  are  established  in  their  respective  Divisions. 

Id  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  of  arbitrary  and  papistical  Memory,  a  Project 
Jttvitically  artful,  was  concerted  to  poison  the  Nation,  by  filling  the  Universities 
vlth  popish -affected  Tutors;  and  but  for  our  glorious  Deliverance,  by  the  immortal 
WUUam,  the  Scheme  had  been  sufficient,  in  Process  of  Time,  to  have  Introduced  and 
c^Cabllsbed.  the  sangnlnary  and  anti-christlan  Church  of  Rome.— The  Independent 
*«Bector,  pp.  67,  68,  70. 

i  The  Church  and  the  College. 

Evils  of  a  Sectarian  Collie  supported  by  public  Funds. 
By  William  Livingston,  March  29,  1753. 

(Extracts.) 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  offer  a  few  arguments,  which  I  submit 

^  the  Consideration  of  my  Countrymen,  to  evince  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
^ovmltutlng  our  College  upon  a  Basis  the  most  catholic,  generous  and  free. 

It  is  In  the  first  place  observable,  that  unless  its  Constitution  and  Government,  be 
•'ich  as  will  admit  Persons  of  all  proteetant  Denominations,  upon  a  perfect  Parity 
■•  to  Privileges,    It   will    itself  be   greatly    prejudiced,   and   prove  a    Nursery   of 

^•itaiortty.  Dissension  and  Disorder Should  onr 

Allege,  therefore,  unhappily  thro'  our  own  bad  Policy,  fall  into  the  Hands  of  any 
^<^  religioas  Sect  In  the  Province:  Should  that  Sect,  which  is  more  than  probable, 
^•tabllth  its  religion  in  the  College,  show  favour  to  its  votaries,  and  cast  Contempt 
^^on  others;  'tis  easy  to  foresee,  that  Christians  of  all  Denominations  amongst  us. 
r-  *^«tetd  of  encouraging  Its  prosperity,  will,  from  the  same  Principles,  rather  conspire 
fS  ^  oppoBc  and  oppress  it.  Besides  English  and  Dutch  Prcsb^erians,  which  perhaps 
f  '^^CJOMd  all  oar  other  religious  Professions  put  together;  we  have  Episcopalians,  Ana- 
Wptiits,  Latberans,  Quakers,  and  a  growing  Church  of  Moravians,  all  equally  seal- 
for  tbelr  discriminating  Tenents:  Whichsoever  of  these  has  the  sole  Govern- 
^  —  of  the  College,  will  kindle  the  Jealousy  of  the  rest,  not  only  against  the 
r     ^noasloa  so  preferred,  but  the  College  Itself 
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la  Biicli  a  state  of  things,  we  must  not  expect  the  Children  of  any,  but  of  that  sect 
^*^h  prevails  In  the  Academy,  will  ever  be  sent  to  it:  For  should  they,  the  estab- 
'Ivhed  Tenets  must  either  be  impllcity  received,  or  a  perpetual  religlouH  War  neces- 
^rily  maintained. 

Another  Argument  against  so  pernicious  a  Scheme  is,  that  it  will  be  dangerous  to 
Society.  The  extensive  Influence  of  such  a  Seminary,  I  have  already  shown  in  my 
^st  Paper.  And  have  we  not  reason  to  fear  the  worst  Effects  of  it,  where  none  but 
^tfee  Principles  of  one  Persuasion  are  taught,  and  all  others  depressed  and  dis- 
^'^kantenanced?  Where,  instead  of  Reason  and  Argument,  of  which  the  Minds  of  the 
^QVth  are  not  cap«ble,  they  are  early  imbued  with  the  Doctrines  of  a  Party,  inforced 
^^  the  Authority  of  m  Professor's  Chair,  and  the  combining  Aids  of  the  President. 
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uucl  uJ]  the  other  UfBcerB  ot  the  College?  That  rellKloai  Wonblp 
■tautly  mHlntalned  there,  1  am  bo  Tar  from  oppontn)!,  thai  1  Btrongi] 
auil  do  not  believf  niiy  Buch  Kind  ot  Soclpty.  can  be  kept  under  a  regular  laJ  *i^ 
DlBClpHne  without  It.  But  Ingtructlng  the  youth  in  auy  particular  Sfitmt 
OlvlDit]'.  or  recommending  and  cBtabllatilDR  aay  alagle  Method  of  Wonhipatda 
Gore  rum  en  t,  1  am  convinced  n-onld  bo  both  aaeleee  aud  hortfot.  D(ele«.  tiM 
Dot  oue  Id  a  HDndred  of  the  Puplla  1b  capable  of  mpklng  a  Jnat  BxamlDatki,  ■ 
reasonable  Choice.  Hurtful,  becauae  recelvluR  ImpreBslons  bilDdlj  »d  Antlioritr.*! 
coinipt  tbelr  UnderBtundlugs.  uud  fetter  them  with  FreJndlceB  nblcb  mv  M 
laaUngly  prereal  a  Judicious  Freedom  ot  Thought,  and  Infect  tbem  all  Ibelr  Un 
wllb  a  coDtracted  turn  ot  Mlud. 

A  l'artr-(>>llege.   In   less  thau   half  a  Cealurj,    will   pot  a   new  face  npw  ll 
BellgloD,  and  Id  Consequence  thereof,  alTect  the  Politics  of  the  Countrr.  Ul 
SDppose  what  naj,  if  the  (Tollege  sboutd  be  Intlrelr  managed  by  one  fieLt.  pnM 
t>e  supposed.    Would  not  all  poaalble  Care  be  bestowed  la  tincturing  the  HIiAII 
the  Students  with  the  Doctrines  and  Ssotlmenta  ot  thai  Sect?    Wonid  oottlieMi- 
deota  of  the  Uollege.  after  the  Courae  of  their  Kducatlon.  eicloalTe  ot 
nil  all  the  Offlces  of  the  GoTerumout?    la  It  Dot  highly  reasonable  to  th 
tbe  UiecDtlOD  of  those  OBlcea,  the  spirit  of  the  Ciillege  would  hnre  a  moit  pnnD- 
Inf  InOnenee,  eaprvlilly  as  that  Tarty   would  perpetually  rc<-elTC 
become  more  fashionable  snd  numeroual    Caji  It  be  lEuaglDed  tbat 
tIaDS  would  coDtloue  peaceable  under,  and  unenvious  of,  tbe  Power  ot  that  Ctirt 
wbleb  waa  rlMng  to  so  einlted  a   1 're-em Inence  abore  them?    Would  they  not  on  W 
Contrary,  like  all  other  I'arlles,  refleet  upon,  reluct  at,  and  ylllty  am 
AseeDdency?    Would   not  tbe  t'burcb  which  had  that  Ascendency  be  thereli;  IRl- 
tated  to  repeated  Acta  of  Domlnallon,  and  airetch  their  eccleBlaat leal  Bnle  tosni 
rautable  and  tmreSBonable  Leuglhs?    Whatever  otbera  may  In  their  LethJiii;  i 
Ijupineness  think  of  the  Project  of  a  Party -Col  lege,  I  am  convinced,  that  imdtc 
Management  of  MUy  Particular  Pentiiaalon.  it  will  neceaaarlly  prove  dectrucUn 
tbe  ciTit  and  religious  KlghtB  ot  the  Peopli':     Aud  should  any  future  Hoiuevt  I 
reaentatlvea  become  geuerally  lufeclod  with  the  Mailms  of  tbe  College.  notUagl 
can  be  expected  than  nu  KitnLllshment  of  one  nenomlnatlon  above  all  othen,  i 
may.  perhapa,  at  tbe  good  plenaure  of  tbelr  Superiors,  be  most  graciously  firoi 
with  a  bare  Liberty  of  Conscience,   while   they   fBllhfuUy  continue  (heir  soi 
(^nntrlbntlons.  their  Tytlies  and  Ibelr  Peter-Pencu. 

A  Third  Argument  agalnBl  aiiircrini;  the  Colleeo  to  fail  into  the  hands  ol  a  Vtrt]. 
may  be  deduced  from  the  Ilealgn  of  Kb  Erection,  and  Support  by  the  Public, 

Tbe  Legislature  to  whom  it  owes  Its  Origin,  and  under  whose  Care  the  Affilt 
hitbcrlo  l>een  conducted,  coald  never  have  InlGuded  It  as  an  Eoglae  to  be  rierdal 
for  tbe  PutpoBc  of  a   Party.    Such  an   luslDuatlon,  would  be  false  and  •candllo* 
It  would  therefore  be  tbe  Height  of  tudolenee  Id  any  to  pervert  It  to  mch  miaa 
partial  and  little  Deaigns.    .\o,  it  was  set  on  Foot,  and  I  hope  will  be  coDiHtdil 
for  general  Dae,  for  the  public  Benefit,  for  the  Bducntlon  of  nil  who  can  afford: 
Kdacatlon:     And   to  suppofe  It  Initnded  far  any  other  leaa  public -spirited  Ums, 
UDgiatefniiy  to  reHect  upon  nil  who  have  hitherto,  had  aoy  Agency  Id  in  I 
Inking  BO  glorious  to  the  Province,  bo  neocBfary,  so  Important  and  tWDeBciil. 

At  present.  It  la  but  In  l^mbrio,  yet  tbe  Money  bllhurio  collected  is  public  1 
uud  till  It  is  able  to  support  Itself,  the  AldH  glveo  to  II  will  be  public  Aids,  mei 
tbe  Community  Is  tnied.  It  ouRht  to  be  for  Ibt  Iipfence,  or  Emolument  of  th 
Whole;  Can  It.  therefore,  be  supposed,  that  .ill  shall  contribute  for  the  Cms.  *• 
iKnominlooB  Uaes  of  a  few?  Nay.  what  la  worae  lo  Ihnt  which  will  be  ptejodldi 
to  H  vast  Majority!  Shall  the  whole  Province  be  made  to  sopport  what  will  o"" 
and  spread  desperate  t'eurta.  IHaconlenl  and  Ill-Blood  thro'  tbe  greatest  Part  of 
ITovlDce?  Shall  the  Government  of  the  College  be  delivered  out  of  the  Hid** 
ihe  Public  to  a  Puny!  They  who  wlah  It,  are  Enemies  to  their  Country:  TW 
ask  It,  have,  besides  tbla  Anrl-Pntrtofisn,  a  Degree  ot  Impudence,  Arregance,  HI 
ABBUrance  anpamlleled.  And  all  Buch  as  ore  active  In  so  iDlqultODi  a  SchM'' 
denerve  to  be  stigniatlz>^d  wllh  Mnrkri  of  everlnalliig  Ignominy  and  Dlagrsre,  W 
tl,  therefore,  ever  remain  wher*  It  la.  1  mean  under  tbe  Power  of  the  LejiiHB"- 
Tbe  Influence,  whether  good  or  bad.  we  ahull  all  ot  us  (eel.  and  are.  thenton.  u 
Inlere^ted  Id  it.  II  Is.  tor  that  ReaBou,  highly  flt.  that  the  People  sboDld  il'W' 
share  in  the  Power  lo  Inlarge  or  restrain  II;    That  Power  they  will  bave  liy  tk* 
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B  Aaaembly;  and  no  man  wbo  I*  *  frl«ail  to  Llbectr.  hU  Conntry 
Kcufioa,  wui  ever  rejoice  to  see  It  wreited  tram  them. 
Is  tnrtbM  to  be  remarked,  that  a  public  Academf  li,  or  ongbt  to  be  B  mere  elyll 
lotloii,  ai>d  cannot  with  anj  tolerable  Proprlet;  be  monopollied  bj  anj-  rellg- 
Sect  The  De«lsn  of  aoch  Seminaries,  hath  been  anlBclentlT  ihoim  la  my  laat 
ir,  to  be  entirely  political,  and  cnlcnlated  tor  the  Benetit  of  Society,  aa  a 
!ty,  wltbont  any  Intention  to  teach  RellBlon.  which  la  the  ProTlnce  of  the  1^1- 
TIm>'  It  mnat,  at  tbe  same  time,  be  confeiaed,  that  a  JdcHcIoor  Cbolce  of  oar 
dpiea,  chiefly  depends  on  a  free  Education. 

dn,  the  Inatmctton  of  onr  Youth,  le  not  the  only  Advantage  we  ongbt  to  pn>- 
by  oar  College.  If  It  be  properly  regnlBled  and  condncted,  we  may  expect  a 
derable  Number  of  Studeota  from  the  neighboring  Colonlea.  which  mnat,  necea- 
F,  prore  a  great  Acceealon  to  onr  Wealth  and  Emolument.  For  Boeb  la  out 
citr  ot  endowlDg  an  Academy;  that  If  It  be  foonded  on  the  Plan  of  >  general 
■tlon.  It  mnat,  naturally,  ecllpae  any  other  on  tbe  Continent,  and  drew  many 
■  from  thoae  Province*,  the  Conatltntton  of  whoae  CoUeses  la  partial  and  con- 
ed: Trom  Xaa  BngUmd,  where  the  Pmt|Fleri<m*  are  tbe  prevailing  Party,  we 
,  nndOBbtedly,  be  fnmlahed  with  great  Nnmbera,  who,  averse  to  the  Beet  In 
!  among  them,  will,  unqneatlonably,  prefer  tbe  free  Conatltntton,  for  which  I 
>,  to  that  of  their  Colleges  In  which  they  cannot  enjoy  an  equal  latitude,  not 
entlon  that  ancb  an  Increase  by  foreign  Stndenti.  will  vastly  augment  the 
leur  of  our  Academr. 

1  to  all  this,  that  In  a  new  Countr?  as  oun.  It  Is  Inconalgtent  with  good  Policy. 
re  any  religions  Profession  tbe  Ascendency  over  othere.  The  rising  Prosperity 
nuylmwia.  la  tbe  Admiration  ot  tbe  Continent;  and  tho'  disagreeing  from  them, 
old  always,  for  political  Reaaoas.  exclude  Faplttt  from  tbe  common  and  equal 
Ita  of  Society;  Yet.  I  leave  it  to  the  BeBectlona  ot  my  Jndlcioos  Readers, 
ter  the  Imparttal  Aspect  of  their  Lows  open  all  Professions,  has  not.  In  a  great 
•e.  conduced  to  their  vast  ImportBtloQ  of  religions  Refugeea,  to  their  Strength 
heir  RIchea:  And  whether  a  like  Liberty  among  us.  to  all  Protestaats  what- 
r,  without  any  Uatks  of  distinction,  would  not  be  more  commendable,  advan- 
SB.  and  politic.    (See  Nov.  a.  17G1).— The  Independent  Reflector,  pp.  71,  T3.  13,  Tt. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Approval  of  two  Books.     [Busaing,] 
'53,  April  2nd,     Art.  1.     A  pamphlet  entitled — Extract  from 
:]onipendium  of  Christian  Doctrine,  by  Cornelius  van  Vallen- 
,  printed  at  AmBterdam  at  William  Boman's  was  approved 
le  Rev.  Classis  on  the  favorable  report  of  the  Messrs.  Viaita- 

lere  was  also  approved  an  octavo  volume  entitled  "  God's 
iren  made  conformable  unto  the  Image  of  God's  Son  ",  by 
1  Christopher  Bussing,  candidate ;  printed  at  Amsterdam  by 
rew  Jacob  Stanhoffiu.'*.  Also  the  "  Introduction  ",  which  Rev. 
Knlenlcamp  is  to  writ©  for  this  book  is  to  be  considered  ap- 
^3,  provided  the  Viaifatores  Librorum  have  no  objection 
rto.     xii.  329. 

Letter  from  Tappan. 
rt  fl.    A  letter  has  been  written  by  the  Committee  of  the 
cos  in  the  case  of  Miuselius,  minister  emeritus  at  Tappan, 


.1342  RCCLE81A8T1CAL    RsCORDS 

1753 

and  the  samo  was  now  read.  Thpreiipon  an  answer  was  readlf 
the  Deputati  nd  res  Exteras,  which  met  with  the  approval  at  it 
Assemblj.  A  letter  from  Haa^hoort,  of  December  10,  was  abi 
read;  as  well  as  a  letter  from  the  Cape  (of  Good  Hope).  Ai 
answer  thereto  (the  letter  from  the  Cape)  was  read  and  appnni 
xii.  331. 

Acts  ok  the  Classis  of  Amstkbdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam:  April  2,  1753, 

Address  to  the  High  Dutch  Churches  in  Pennsylvania. 

Highlv-Honorable   and   especially   Higfily-Reverend  Gentlenjen: 

Wo  have  noiv   for  some  time  been  engaged  in  hehalf  of  tis 
Church  of  Peiineylvania,  to  provide  shepherds  or  leaders  for  ifaM 
congregations  which  had  hitherto  been  destitute^  taking  into 
sideration  their  request  that  they  might  be  fed,  and  so  ba 
more  interested  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  Church  of  Chri* 

And  although  we  have  wished  and  hoped  to  hear  of  the 
and  quietude  of  the  Church  and  that  the  congr^ations  were  bniH- 
ing  themselves  up  in  tlie  fear  of  the  I-ord  and  walking  in  tb( 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  yet.  on  the  contrary,  through  spedtl 
letters,  mostly  direote<l  to  private  parties,  we  leam  to  our  grie^ 
that  not  only  separations  and  schisms  exist  in  certain  oongre^ 
tions,  but  even  in  the  Assembly  of  iJie  Coetus. 

Your  silcnee  in  the  matter,  with  the  circumstance  that  we  bin 
received  no  data  from  the  Coetus,  only  increases  our  fear;  and 
especially  because  these  rumors  may  be  of  disadvantage  to  the 
further  collection  of  donations  {liebesgaven)  for  the  benefit  d 
the  Church  in  Pennsylvania.  Hence  we  deem  it  necessary,  » 
far  as  is  in  our  power,  to  anticipate  the  further  growth  of  thii 
root  of  bitterness,  that  it  may  not  bear  gall  and  wonnwood, 
whereby  still  further  discord  might  be  occasioned;  because  undff 
such  circumstances,  the  building  in  course  of  construction  during 
many  years,  might  easily  be  thrown  down,  and  the  ooudenmation 
of  Christ  be  brought  on  the  whole  congregation- 

To  accomplish  our  desire,  we  know  of  no  better  or  more  pow- 
erful means  tlian  the  following,  viz.,  that  you  yourselTeB,  Ei^ilf 
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rerend  Gentlemen,  as  leaders  and  watchmen  over  the  Ohurch 
Christ,  be  firmly  united  in  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love,  in  order 
preserve  your  Assembly  in  harmony  and  peace,  and  thus  will 

I  Bet  an  example  to  the  flock  entrusted  to  your  care.  Therefore, 
order  to  maintain  ujiity  in  your  Assembly,  we  propose  that 
<ry  minister  take  with  him  an  elder  to  such  Assembly,  one  who 

II  be  elected  by  the  Consistory  of  hia  church,  and  who  shall 
iout  fail,  be  present,  so  that  the  number  of  ministers  may  not 
eed  the  number  of  the  elders.  Then  if  your  action  on  any 
nt  is  to  be  of  any  value,  no  person  ought  to  withdraw  himself 
offer  any  independent  opposition,  even  wheal  su<^  action  does 
.  eomport  with  his  opinion,  but  all  must  submit  themselves  to 

decision  of  the  Coetus.  Whatever  the  gentlemen  (composing 
i  Coetus)  may  determine  as  being  salutary,  must  be  accepted 
all;  otherwise  by  the  selfishness  of  one  any  action  may  be 
vented  or  destroyed,  and  none  of  the  wished  for  results  of 
meeting  and  its  labors,  remain. 

By  such  methods  also,  no  one  will  be  deprived  of  any  of  his 
bts.  But  since  it  is  only  to  grant  to  anyone,  who  has  oonsoien- 
is  scruples,  the  privil^e  of  bringing  the  same  to  notice  he 
y,  with  modesty,  appeal  to  the  Synods  of  North  and  South 
Hand,  by  duly  and  properly  presenting  his  complaints. 
tVe  hope  that  this  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Rev.  Gentle- 
fi.  We  have  firmly  resolved  to  support  the  Coetus  in.  demand- 
proper  respect  for  itself,  and  will  act  in  accordance  with  this 
erminatiou. 

rherefore  those  who  separate  themselves  should  be  made  known 
the  Coetus  to  our  Synods,  and  if  they  do  not  yield  t<t  the 
usions  of  the  Coetus,  they  shall  be  deprived  of  donations  (love- 
ta),  until  they  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  Coetus  and  the 
nod.  Respecting  our  contributions,  we  insist,  that  we  do  not 
nt  them  to  be  employed  for  building  purposes,  nor  for  the  can- 
ing of  present  or  of  future  debts,  but  only  as  follows: 
1.  The  salaries  of  the  ministers  must  be  made  up  to  the  amount 
omised  them  by  their  congr^ations,  but  no  increase  must  be 
iie  to  sod)  amount. 
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2.  To  meet  defioienciee  in  the  .salaries  of  schoolmasters,  i^ 
are  put  on  the  same  footing. 

3.  To  purchase  the  necessary  bookH, 

Because  we  have  not  yet  received  a  report  of  the  coutribotka^ 
eent  according  to  the  order  of  thR  Synod,  last  year,  we  withludd 
those  now  on  hand,  until  such  report  is  received.  We  trost  tilt 
Mr.  Schlatter  has  given  you  the  donations  sent  last  year  bv  bin. 
In  what  manner  these  have  been  distributed,  tc^ether  wilh  di 
use  made  of  the  Bibles  sent  over  to  you,  we  would  like  to  kno*. 
Resolved,  cum  voto,  Amsterd.,  April  2nd,  1753, 
G.  Kulenkamp  T.  Tyken 

J.  J.  Kessler,  J.  Van  der  Norm 

I.  van  den  Broek  Hermanus  van  Lo« 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  the  Rev.  Schlatter  in  Peniujt- 

vania.     (April  2.  1753.)     Vol.  31.  No.  1,  page  1. 
Dear  Brother: — 

How  much  the  Clasaia  of  Amsterdam  is  interested  in  the  weifu* 
of  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  bow  much  affection  tsi 
pleasure  it  has  attended  to  their  business,  you  have  learned  bj 
experience  during  your  stay  here. 

We  had  flattered  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  your  remembnan 
of  these  things  would  have  moved  you  to  make  known  unto  us,  tht 
fact  of  the  safe  arrival  of  yourself  and  the  other  brethren,  as  wd 
as  the  condition  of  alTaira  in  Pennsylvania;  also  the  Act*  of  the 
Coetus.  But  to  our  grief  and  utter  surprise,  neither  the  Claaii 
nor  any  of  its  memWrs  has  seen  a  letter  from  your  hand  nor  hu 
any  account  whatei'er  of  the  condition  of  affairs  been  recavei 
The  reason  of  such  a  course  we  cannot  understand,  for  wo  cannot 
suppose,  considering  the  kindness  you  experienced,  that  you  hits 
forgotten  Amsterdam,  or  that  the  frequent  promises  concsming 
punctual  and  kind  correspondence  would  be  lotted  from  yoor 
memory. 

Notwithstanding,  we  are  not  without  some  news  from  another 
source,  which  tells  us  of  the  confused  and  disturbed  wmditiM, 
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lich   is  unfavorable  to  your  Synod.      (CJoetus.)     Indeed  Bev. 
"Other,  your  silence  does  great  harm  to  the  common  cauae,   (if 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  you,  which  we  would  not  yet  believe,)  and 

creates  a  prejudice  against  yon  in  many  hearts,  since  we  are 
thout  the  means  of  defending  you. 

Not.  only  the  pastors,  Steiner  and  Bubel,  bring  in  accusations 
lainst  you,  (although  not  yet  accepted  as  true,)  but  also  the 
utors  Weiss  and  Deidich,  (Leydich)  have  withdrawn  themselves 
om  tfae  Coetus,  because  you  would  shut  out  the  elders,  pretending 

have  oral  orders  from  the  now  blessed  Rev.  Hoedtmalcer.  We 
low  nothing  of  such  orders,  and  would  be  happy  to  have  a  true 
WDunt  of  these  things.  On  the  other  hand  our  Olassis  thinks 
tat  a  Committee  of  elders  should  be  sent  to  the  Coetus.  hut  in 
ich  a  way  that  the  numbers  of  elders  should  not  exoeed  that  of 
inisters.  Wherefore,  in  connection  with  each  minister,  not  more 
■an  one  elder  should  be  appointed,  whidi  elder  must  also  be 

ected  by  a  majority  of  votes  in  the  respective  churches  at 

in  a  r^ular  Coetus.     Further,  at  the  first  session, 

[oderators  should  be  elected  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  and  no  one 
lould  be  allowed  to  be  praeses  or  director,  permanently.  In  the 
oetQs  everything  must  be  decided  plura  vota,  and  every  one  ought 
>  submit  to  this  rule.  When  there  are  those  who  have  objections, 
ley  may  protest  and  appeal  to  the  Synods  of  South  and  North 
olland  and  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  whose  actions  thereupon 
all  decide. 

Those  who  have  separated  from  the  Coetus,  no  matter  under 
bat  pretence,  shall  have  no  access  to  the  contributions  which  are 
nt  from  the  Netherlands  province*  until  other  orders  from  the 
rnods  and  Classis  shall  be  received. 

FrcHu  a  letter  which  you  have  written  to  Mr. 

m.,  we  have  learned  that  you  seem  not  to  be  disinclined  to 
main  without  a  fixed  settlement;  to  visit  the  congr^ations, 
ying  down  rules,  to  continue  the  correspondence,  etc.  etc.  But 
lis  seems  to  us  to  be  unadvisable.  It  would  affect  the  superin- 
ndenc^  and  it  would  be  the  ground  of  many  tribulations  in  a 
md,  whenv,  to  the  name  of  being  free  and  independent,  a  little 
M  m*A  adulation  is  paid. 
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So,  dear  brother,  you  inuat  Iw  a  (.ivworker  among  your  brethrre, 
and  look  out,  as  soon  as  posaihle,  f"r  a  fisptl  sPttlpmeot.  You 
must  ha\e  a  congregation  which  desires  yon  and  selects  you  legilh, 
although  we  an?  sorry  that  the  churches  of  Philadelphia  ud 
Gemiantown,  (as  it  seems  to  us,  until  we  know  the  COTitrtr;,) 
have  treated  you  so  uncharitably,  rewarding  your  faithfolneii 
with  disr^ard,  and  especially  are  we  sorry  that  Rev.  Rube)  ii 
activfi  in  it.  ^'et  we  do  not  see  any  propriety  in  forcing  you  iaV 
one  of  the  churches  against  the  will  of  the  people;  and  still  liat 
which  w©  couEd  have  done,  yon  yourself  has  made  impossible  br 
that  imprudent  act  when  leaving  Philadelphia,  when  you  giw 
the  church  full  liberty  to  call  another  pastor  without  our  oaaseoL 

Concerning  this  affair,  we  are  t^ilil  by  letter  that  you  m« 
bound  to  do  so.  if  you  would  recttivc  a  certificate  from  said  chnrdi. 
This  seems  stranger  than  ever,  for  you,  when  here,  never  alluded 
to  such  things,  as  far  as  we  know. 

You  have  often  rcfrrred  To  tin-  npcessity  .if  haviTi;:  i.ii.<loi>  iu 
Vii^nia.  So  far  as  we  know,  no  one  has  yol  been  called  to  tbu 
field.  We  think  that  if  'Uie  or  more  of  those  churches  should  be 
inolineil  to  call  you  :ia  their  pastor,  you  would  do  well  to  aeoepi, 
in  the  year  of  the  Lord,  such  a  call,  for  many  reasons,  which  job 
know  better  than  wa 

We  have  information  from  abroad,  that  the  live  hundred  folio 
Jiibles,  together  with  the  money  of  la-^it  year  which  was  seat  oitt, 
(to  which  als<,  WHS  iiddpd  snme  .if  tin-  Chosi^  an.l  the  t'unsistor 
of  Amsterdam),  have  arrived  in  safety,  but  we  have  not  yet 
received  from  the  C!oetus  nor  yourself  any  account  of  the  maimer 
of  the  distribution.  We  think,  therefore,  that  if  no  satisfactDtT 
letter  is  receive.l,  either  from  yourself  or  the  Coetus,  and  ne 
r^ular  account  is  given  of  that  which  has  been  sent,  before  lie 
next  session  of  the  SyniMia  of  North  and  South  Holland,  th« 
Synods  will  cease  to  send  any  further  siuns  of  money.  At  mj 
rat«,  we  can  say  positively,  that  neither  our  Classis  nor  the  Am- 
sterdam Consistory  will  continue  to  contribute  aay  longer  (to 
your  churches)  until  our  Classis  shall  have  received  the  requifxl 
account  from  you  and  the  Coetus.      Is  it  not  a  lamentable  or 
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i^unistance  that  a  scheme  so  happily  and  successfully  started,  so 
desirable  and  beneficial  to  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania,  is  so 
jadly  stopped  and  brought  into  confusion  by  mismanagement  and 
Bvranglings. 

Although  we  do  no  not  charge  this  upon  you,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  sympathize  with  you,  inasmuch  as  you  have  been  badly 
treated  and  hindered  by  obstacles  thrown  in  your  way;  yet  we 
cannot  entirely  excuse  you  on  account  of  your  n^ligence  in  not 
writing.  While  other  letters  have  reached  us  in  safety,  those  of 
yourself  and  of  the  Coetus  alone  are  missing. 

In   some  other  letters  there  is  allusion  to  a  certain  printed 

Pennsylvania  Church  Order,  consisting  of We 

wish  to  see  a  specimen  of  it,  for  such  Church  Orders  are  unknown 
to  us,  and  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  us  that  the  churches  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  are  assisted  by  our  Synods,  should  adopt 
another  rule  than  the  Netherlands  Church  Order. 

This  Eev.  brother,  we  had  to  make  known  unto  you.  Grievous 
indeed  is  it  to  us  that  we  could  not  write  something  more  pleasant 
to  us  and  to  you.  May  God  fill  you  with  the  spirit  of  wisdom, 
prudence,  courage  and  patience.  The  Lord  grant  to  his  churches 
peace  and  order,  ilay  he  keep  near  the  Pennsylvania  Zion, 
building  the  broken  down  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

With  all  reverence  and  affection,  we  sign  in  the  name  of  all, 
bv  order  of  the  Rev.  Classis. 
Rev.  brother,  we  are. 

Your  obedient  servants  and  co-workers. 
The  Committee  of  the  Classis, 

Joannes  van  den  Broek 

Hermanns  van  Loo 

Joannes  van  der 

Done  in  our  Classical  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  April  2,  1753. 

G.  Kulenkamp,  Depp,  ad  banc  Praeses. 

Jacobus  Tyken,  Depp,  ad  banc 

J.  J.  Kessler. 
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Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Ambtehdam. 
ClaBsis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gterard  Haaghoort,  etc.,  April  !, 

1753.     Vol.  31,  page,  4,  No.  2. 
To  the  Rev.  Haaghoort,  etc.,  and  the  Committee  in  the  caae  of 

Rev.  Mtizeliue. 
Rev.  (Sentlemen  and  Brethren : — 

We  have  learned  wit-h  grief  from  the  Acts  of  the  CoetUB  tint 
that  Rev.  Assembly  has  been  obliged  to  write  a  severe  letter  to  Ber. 
Muzelius  concerning  his  irregular  conduct ;  and  if  it  should  be 
of  no  avail,  that  the  Rev,  Assembly  intended  to  cite  Rev.  Muaeiiiii 
before  three  ministers  of  the  vicinity  to  try  him,  and  if  need  tn, 
to  censure  him.  All  this  has  been  ooromuuicated  to  the  Clanii, 
and  also  that  this  trial  becomes  one  on  moral  delinquency. 

Our  grief  was  greatly  increased  upon  receiving  your  caor 
munication  and  upon  becoming  acquainted  with  the  reeolutinu 
of  the  Assembly  of  Dec:  6,  1752,  concerning  the  continued  irrego- 
lar  conduct  of  that  unfortunate  individual.  We  feel  great  oom- 
passion  for  him,  and  hope  that  God  may  yet  touch  his  heart  and 
by  grace  induce  him  to  forsake  his  faults  We  even  hope  tlut 
by  a  go<ily  walk  on  bis  part  even  yet,  the  excitement  created  may 
die  out,  and  the  confusion,  which  it  is  feared  may  spring  op  io 
the  church,  be  avoided.  We  thank  you  for  your  letter,  as  well  is 
fur  all  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  thi»  affair.  We  hope  the 
Lord  will  give  his  blessing  upon  your  labors  therein.  The  facta 
which  you  mention  as  the  charges  against  him,  drunkenness  and 
irreligion,  are  sufficiently  disgraceful. 

Preaching  and  baptizing  in  private  houses,  in  opposition  to 
the  kind  admonitions  of  his  Consisforj',  cannot  be  overlooked  in  » 
preacher  who  has  any  knowledge  of  Church  Order.  Such  con- 
duct must  be  stopped  by  such  means  as  are  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country.  All  who  cause  schism 
or  scandal,  or  help  to  promote  such  things  must  be  fraternally 
admonished  to  desist  from  such  conduct.  In  case  he  remains 
obstinate,   (^urch-diecipline  must  be  inflicted ;  but  at  the  same 
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ime  his  Rev.  must  be  commended  to  the  love  of  the  church  as  a 
hristian  duly.  We  hope  the  church  will  conduct  itself  prudently 
n  reference  to  this  miserable  man,  and  that  they  will  also  remem- 
»er  the  faithfulness  of  God  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  promises 
oward  such  a  one,  as  made  in  Psalm  41. 

On  the  question  of  the  Consistory  about  continuing  payments 
o  Rev.  Muzelius;  which  has  not  been  done  according  to  the 
request  of  Rev.  Coetus — we  refer  this  matter  to  that  body.  And, 
inally,  concerning  the  first  part  of  your  conclusions,  that  Rev. 
Muzelius  can  no  longer  be  recognized  as  pastor  emeritus,  because 
le  has  been  put  under  censure  for  his  conduct, — do  not  proceed 
too  hastily.  You  have  adopted  the  rule  to  make  known  all  your 
letenninations  to  Rev.  Coetus.  This  agrees  with  the  resolutions 
>f  that  Assembly.  Since  it  has  your  oral  report,  even  to  minute 
letails,  it  can  best  decide  on  this  matter. 

Meanwhile  we  give  our  approval  to  the  resolutions  of  Rev. 
^tus,  so  long  as  there  are  no  legal  objections  thereto.  We  hope 
hat  what  you  have  already  done  in  this  affair,  and  the  action  yet 
0  be  taken  by  Rev.  Coetus,  may  be  to  the  honor  of  Qod^s  most 
oly  name,  and.  the  welfare  of  the  church ;  and  may  you  see  the 
rosperity  of  Jerusalem  ill  the  days  of  your  life. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren. 
Your    faithful    servants    the    Members    of    the    Classis    of 
msterdam. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

Jakobus  J.  Tyken,  V.D.M.  Amsterdam  Depp.  Classis, 

h.  t  Praeses. 
Jakob  de  Jonge,  V.D.M.  Amst  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
msterdam. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
April  2,  1753. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstekdam. 
The  Classis  of  Amaterdani  to  Rev.  G.  M.  Weiss  at  Gosenhoppen, 

Pennsylvania,  April  2,  1753.     Vol.  31,  No.  5,  page  8. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

We  recently  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  dated 
August  18,  1752,  from  which  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  of 
the  safe  arrival  of  Rev.  Mr.  Schlatter  with  six  pastors,  and  ihit 
five  of  them  had  already  gladly  accepted  the  places  offered  them. 
We  were  astonished,  however,  to  learn  that  Rev.  Mr.  Rnbel  wm 
on  such  intimate  terms  with  the  church  of  Philadelphia  and  Hoi 
he  proceeded  notwithstanding  that  you,  as  Deputies,  had  giwi 
him  advice  to  wait  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod. 

We  hope  that  the  Coetus  in  accordance  with  the  instnicticHu of 
the  Synod  in  tJiis  matter  will  consider  the  husiness  in  its  sepanto 
parte,  and  we  desire  lo  know  ihe  action  taken.  We  trust  ihaiyoa 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  brethren,  will  be  as  active  as  p* 
sible  to  preaen'e  peace  and  unity,  so  as  to  prevent  sinful  distdib- 
anoes  and  divisions.  We  also  hope  that  the  blessings  which  the 
Ix>rd  so  generously  bestowed  upon  those  who  labored  so  bard  over 
here  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches  of  Pennsylvania  may  not 
!»  destroyed  or  be  altogether  in  vain. 

The  Lord  grant  that  you  and  the  brethren  may  receive  mndi 
light  and  wisdom  in  this  matter.  May  tiie  Lord  prosper  the  Penn- 
sylvania Zion  according  to  his  good  pleasure,  and  reboild  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  that  his  Holy  Name  may  be  magnified. 

We  are  with  all  respect,  Reverend  Brother,  your  a^rants  ind 
fellow- worker 8,  The  Members  of  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

In  the  name  of  all, 
Amsterdam, 

in  our  Classical  Assembly, 
April  2,  1753. 
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COKBESPONDBNOB   FROM   AmBRIGA. 

Rev,  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Rev.  Classb  of  Amsterdam 

April  4th  1753. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts  in  Vol.  xxiii,  32a 

Very  Kererend.  Very  Learned  and  Godly  Sirs  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Very  Reverend  Sirs:— 

Grace,  peace  and  mercy  be  multiplied  unto  you! 

On  tbe  3rd  inst.  I  found  myself  honored  by  receipt  of  your  very  friendly  lette 
July  Srd  1762.  I  notice  therefrom  that  your  Revs,  had  received  mine  of  March  1 
I  wrote  that  letter,  although  I  dreaded  to  interrupt  your  business,  and,  from  1 
of  time,  to  take  up  my  weary  pen.  Nevertheless  I  was  urged  on  by  such  a  sensi 
tte  necessity  of  it,  that,  in  my  haste,  my  letters  crowded  upon  one  another.  I 
•orry  to  have  caused  your  Revs,  trouble  by  my  close  and  indistinct  writing.  I 
JDow.  if  time  permits,  although  having  but  little  to  spare,  send  a  copy  so  plain  t 
cveiy  one  who  runs  may  read  it.  However,  my  chief  object  has  been  gaii 
namely,  that  of  learning  that  your  Revs,  are  awaiting  the  minutes  of  the  Ck>e 
I  am  aatoofshed  that  your  Revs,  have  not  yet  received  them. 

I  thank  your  Reverences  for  your  counsel,  to  Join  prudence  to  seal.  I  know  i 
to  be  exceedingly  necessary,  as  it  is  very  seldom  that,  without  it,  unless  by  spe 
guidance  from  Qod,  any  good  is  wrought,  either  In  opposing  evil  or  in  defend 
food.  But  it  is  a  sin  which  is  noticed  more  by  others  than  by  one's  self.  That 
Indeed,  so  with  all  sins,  but  especially  with  this  one.  Moreover,  all  that  y 
affectionate  letter  contains  confirms  me  in  the  belief,  that  your  Reverences  aim 
nothing  save  what  is  conducive  to  the  true  welfare  of  our  churches.  That  ma 
me  heartily  glad.  At  the  same  time,  to  that  end,  I  beseech  the  Lord  to  give  y 
Reverences  all  necessary  light  on  our  condition,  and  cause  yon  to  rejoice  over 
dealred  fmlt  of  your  efforts. 

It  seems  as  If  the  matters  on  Long  Island  have  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  G 
Although  the  Coetus  last  April  deemed  it  inexpedient  and  impossible  to  reinst 
Arondens  on  Long  Island,  and,  although  I  was  not  at  any  time  present  at  the  mc 
Ing  when  action  to  that  effect  was  taken,  yet  I  am  sure  that  no  one  could  c 
sdentlously  have  had  anything  against  it. 

Arondens,  however,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  adherents  did  not  submit,  but, 
report  goes,  they  appealed  to  your  Reverences,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  y< 
Reverences  bad  left  it  to  the  Coetus.  They  did  this,  so  as  to  obtain  further  del 
to  gain  a  last  remedy  and  a  chance  to  try  once  more.  Thus  that  Island  continues 
be  still  the  Flanders  of  our  ecclesiastical  conflict. 

There  seems  to  t>e,  however,  greater  hope  for  good  than  heretofore.  Inasmuch 
two  of  those  pastorless^hurches  In  Queens  county  have  extended  a  call  to  a  yot 
■an  (Thomas  Romeyn)  who  promises  to  be  a  suitable  Instrument  for  the  upbuildl 
of  Zion  there.  He  is  particularly  suited  to  the  fleld  from  the  fact  that  he  was  b< 
In  this  country,  is  accustomed  to  the  ways  of  the  people,  has  been  heard  by  tb< 
churches,  and  thereupon  been  chosen  and  called  by  them  as  their  minister.  Witl 
▼lew  to  the  preservation  of  peace  that  action  has  very  much  in  Its  favor.  It  n 
remains  for  your  Revs,  to  give  it  a  trial. 

That  this  call  was  legally  made,  I  took  It  upon  myself  to  prove  before  our  Coet 
*bere  I  summoned  tbe  pen,  hired  by  that  trash  of  Jamaica  village. 

I  It  is  a  call  from  a  church  which  had  the  right  and  liberty  to  call.    This  is 
Dot  only  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  but  also  because,  with  the  unanimous  appro' 
of  our  Coetus,  permission  was  given  to  call  a  minister.    I  look  upon  this  as  a  spec 
guidance  of  God's  Providence,  whereas,  otherwise,  the  churches  here  call  a  m 
^tbout  knowledge  of  Classis  or  Coetus;  for  example.  New  York  called  Mr.  de  Ron< 
Staten  Island,  called  Pleter  de  Windt. 
2.  I  agree  to  prove  also  that  this  call  was  made  not  only  unanimously  by  the  ent 
^<»nsistory,  but  also  by  all  the  members  and  hearers  of  the  church  of  Oyster  Bj 
^e  adherents  of  that  foolish  and  fanatic  Arondens  even  included. 
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3.  I  agree  to  pnre  tbat  It  waa  ilooe  by  udboIihoiib  conieiil  of  oil,  odc  br  olt^  o{ 
tbe  Ubutcb  «t  Jamalrn.  who  bf-loDg  to  the  Coetnii  and  twatdea.  b;  aome  ot  Om 
vfao  adhere  to  the  [DtmclEr  Aroadeca.  A  (ew  haie  Dot  ret  coDseoted,  bccaiH.  u 
Ihe7  told  me  thejuselTeB,  Ihe^  wanted  to  see  flnt  what  action  tbe  Bev.  CUiA 
would  Uke  In  regard  to  Arondeus.  Aa  to  these  three  thlnea.  I  donbt  If  the  fitWr 
of  lies  hlmaelf  would  came  anrirbere  near  denying  them. 

1.  I  agree  to  proce  that  U  Ih  not  probable  that  Iboee  cbarcbea  will  erer  nnlta  te 
good.  UDleaa  the;  get  tt  mjalsier  who  Is  cnrefol,  nho  loTes  irath  aod  peace,  and  wta 
preacbea.  Dot  for  tbe  croBB.mBrkpd  piece  at  mooeri  (gekralatcD  pennloK).  bat  tit 
(Jmcltled  One.  If  ibey  should  get  Bii<;b  a  one.  aod  tbe  Lord  aboold  work  witb  tho 
bf  His  Spirit:  and  if  some  sbootd  be  brongbl  out  of  darkneas  tbe  opponenta  wotH 
grow  leas:  and  tbose  remalulag,  Uudlag  that  tbcf  bad  Bgaloat  them.  Dot  i  DM 
«!iadow  of  Ood'a  people,  but  tbclr  power,  would  loae  conmge.  It  went  thai  la  Bf 
place  here,  (tbe  Rarltau  Valley},  bb  one  of  ;oar  reapeoted  member*  wrote  at  lelfti: 
»  that  I  don't  know  a  cbnreh  In  thia  couDtrr  now  where  peace  Bonrlabea  nwa. 
Tme,  there  are  those  who  at  heart  are  enemies  of  Ood'a  people,  but  tbeae  aiMt 
themselTea  to  teaeblog  and  admonition. 

The  arst  three  Htatemenls  being  clear,  and  the  foorth  capable  of  proof,  II  nacta 
aarllr  foiiowa  that,  aa  those  chorfbea  bare  tbns  UDaolmoUBlT  extended  *  eall  ts  t 
pet«oD.  as  to  whose  ^Ifts  tbef  are  aatlBfied  aod  in  h  war  In  which  tbe  tOf  Of 
diTlDe  Providence  are  10  be  seen,  there  can  be  raised  no  objection  itrang  enongk  V 

I  in  not  know  Ihai  any  obtcptlcns  to  this  call  will  come  before  taut  Rererenoa 
Yet  I  believe  (hat  ibose  furions  people,  foraeeing  tbai  It  muat  mean  their  dawitllL 
(ogether  with  aome  SanltDliala  and  eavloas  Toblaaen.  will  now  hire  aome  one  to  pff- 
Bcni  tbeir  case  to  joar  Reverences  In  a  more  bomBiie  spirit.  For,  tbose  "Beaatiot 
Kpbesua"  have  learued.  (bat  wllb  tbeir  lettera  breathing  out  threatening  and  4t^ 
nation,  (bej  have  gained  little  with  your  Revervncen:  and  that  that  driving  Mat- 
man,  Arondeus,  ttas  brougbt  no  little  damage  to  tbeir  keels.  Tbey  will  now,  tktf 
envy  and  self-ln(f  rest  have  made  others  willing  to  serve  them,  be  the  better  akh 
to  hire  some  one  who  can  bidp  himself  behind  the  mlaty  veil  of  their  namea. 

The  main  pivot  on  wblcb  their  reasoning  Bgainst  this  call  tnuat  turn  la.  (a)  thU 
[ba«e  who  made  tbe  call  bad  no  rigbt  1o  do  so:  ibl  that  tbe  c^M  waa  not  made  b 
proper  form. 

B.  The  flrat  la.  a»  nlrrmly  Mated,  roiilMdloK-l  by  our  (-oetua.  and  by  tbe  niratt 
of  (be  (■at*.  For,  why  >^liiiiilO  itir'y  ti.i1  liiive  a  rlebi  to  do  It?  Ah  to  Oyaier  Ba), 
tbe  entire  church  there,  members  and  bearers,  united  In  It.  And  aa  to  the  vtUu* 
at  Jamaica,  all  of  those  who  observe  order  there  Joined  In  IL  Tbe  tact  tbat  MBM 
arhlsmatlc.  contentious  people,  wbo,  agalnit  all  admonitlou.  adhere  to  Anndaal, 
are  against  It,  Is  In  favor  of,  rather  than  an  objection  to  the  call :  Inaamnch  ai  It  li 
not  to  be  expected  that  thone  corniptora  would  favor  anything  that  Is  good.  And  U. 
on  ttiat  account,  tbose  wbo  made  out  tbe  call  bad  no  right  to  do  so,  all  caillnf  (of 
minisleis)  wonid  goon  hove  to  atop;  for  it  la  hardly  conceivable  that  the  devU'a  goi- 
emment  will  ever  come  to  ao  low  an  ebb.  that  he  cannot  atlr  up  aome  to  oppoae  tkit 
which  tbrcHtens  tbe  downfall  of  hia  realm.    80  the  flrst  point  atanda  Otm. 

b.  The  second  objection,  whether  the  call  was  made  In  proper  form,  can  be  taka 

1.  Abslractedly.  on  tbe  pari  of  thme  wbo  made  the  call,  whether  the  Call  li  i' 
Fnmia  esse  trails,  or  in  form  equitable:  tbat  Is.  ntaetber  those  wbo  made  tb«  call, 
the  eonslatnry,  or  the  membeni  of  tbe  church,  bnd  a  free  vote  and  caat  It  for  calUai 
Mr.  Komeyn  at  a  proper  meeting  o(  the  consistory.  This  Is  proved  to  have  b»*a  all 
In   order  by  tbe  alguatures.    The  genuineness  of  these  even  the  father  of  ll»a  wtB 

s.  Whether  Ibe  one  wbo  officiated  aa  moderator  of  (he  call  waa  competent  to  do  i«. 
and  did  what  waa  required  of  him  In  the  making  out  ot  a  Call.  The  laat  poUt,  U 
to  bis  doing  what  waa  required  of  him.  being  proved  by  the  doctiment*  of  tbe  calk 
which  are  held  to  be  troe,  tbe  question  la  reduced  to  tiieae  terms: 

111  Whether  the  moderator  of  the  call  waa  a  person  not  competent. 

(Z)  Whether,  in  all  respeota.  be  wta  so  incompeleot  that  hia  act  mado  the  call 
Illegal  and  void.  Both  qneatloDs  will.  I  believe,  be  answered  In  tbe  aUrmatlre  by 
the  opponents,  while  I  muat  deny  both. 

(I)  What  bears  on  the  general  conclnslon  I  prefer  to  prove  to  your  Bereicocas  But 
of  all.  and  to  put  off  tbe  other  which  relates  to  my  peiaon.  until  I  Bm  nccuwd.  It 
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would    require  my  going  iuto  certain  particulars   wliicli   would   cauae  my   letter   to 

dilute  too  much;  and  these  also,  belong  more  properly  nearer  home,  namely,  our 
Coetus.  There  they  are  known,  and  can,  with  ease,  be  forcibly  proved.  I  may,  how- 
ever i^ve  your  Beverencea  a  brief  account  of  the  matter. 

The  conclusion,  then,  is  drawn  from  an  unproved  premis,  and  upon  which  all  the 
force  of  their  reasoning  must  rest.  As  no  one  has  the  power  to  deny  the  right  of  a 
legally  vacant  church  to  make  a  call;  and  as  our  Coetns  took  action,  promising 
those  churches  to  help  them  in  this  matter  for  that  reason;  is  the  call  illegal 
because  be  who  officiated  as  moderator  of  the  call  was  not  a  person  competent, 
although  juste  egit  consulentis  offlcia?    By  no  means. 

{&)  The  call  was  made  in  proper  form,  with  entire  unanimity  of  votes,  and  those 
who  were  making  the  call  were  acting  of  their  own  accord;  and  never  since  Goet- 
■chlua  was  called,  with  such  unanimity.  And  now  to  do  that  thing  over  again?  If, 
through  a  misunderstanding,  they  did  take  the  wrong  person  to  attest  their  act, 
neither  the  one  called  nor  those  calling  ought  to  suffer  therefor,  but  only  the  person 
who  aboald  have  known  better. 

(b)  Granted,  that  that  would  invalidate  a  call  in  well-ordered  churches  and  count- 
tries;  yet  that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  do  so  in  these  regions,  where  frequently 
calls  are  made  without  the  presence  of  a  minister,  just  like  mine  was,  which  was 
approTed  by  your  Reverences.  Or,  as  often  happens,  one  of  the  consistory  simply 
goes  to  some  minister  to  get  him  to  write  a  call,  such  as  is  desired.  This  is  then 
signed  by  the  consistory,  and  afterwards  taken  back  to  the  minister  for  his  signa- 
ture, as  a  witness.  Thus,  I  think,  it  went  with  the  calling  of  Meinema,  by  the  Rev. 
da  Bols;  because  churches  are  separated  so  far  from  other  ministers.  Often,  too,  it 
Is  done  by  such  as  the  churches  request,  or  providentially  meet  with,  as  was  the 
case  with  the  call  made  by  the  Paltz.  There,  the  Rev.  du  Bols  was  appointed  by 
the  Ooetns  to  act  as  moderator,  though  the  call  was  written  and  signed  by  my 
brother. 

Nothing  of  all  that  touches  the  essential  form  of  the  call,  while  the  signing  of  it 
Is  simply  for  the  purpose  of  attesting  it.  Taking  ail  circumstances  into  account,  one 
may  say  In  this  case,  **  Communis  error  facit  Jus." 

(2)  Now,  on  the  point  that  the  person  who  moderated  the  call  was  not  competent 
thereto:  J  recently  heard,  aside,  arguments  advanced,  to  prove  that,  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  de  Ronde  had  been  appointed,  and  not  Mr.  Friellnghuysen.  As  every  one 
In  our  Coetos  knows,  the  matter  stands  like  this:— those  two  combined  churches 
•end  some  one  to  the  Coetus,  with  the  request  that  some  one  be  commissioned  to 
instal  their  consistory,  and  at  the  same  time  to  counsel  and  assist  them  in  calling 
Mr.  (Jonathan)  du  Bols,  a  candidate  from  Pennsylvania.  The  assembly  was  minded 
to  leave  the  matter  to  their  choice;  but  Mr.  de  Ronde  stated,  that  he  had  to  be 
about  there,  before  long,  and  so  could  attend  to  it  on  his  way.  Whereupon  the 
assembly,  to  which  I  Joined  myself,  requested  Mr.  de  Ronde  to  install  the  consis- 
tory, and  at  the  same  time  not  to  refuse  being  of  help  to  them  in  making  out  a  call. 
The  first  thing,  Mr.  de  Ronde  carried  out,  but  not  the  second ;  because  the  candidate 
du  Bols  tiad  meanwhile  accepted  a  call  (to  North  and  South  Hampton)  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Thereupon  my  brother  (Theodore)  of  whose  care  the  vacant  oburches  in 
these  regions  generally  avail  themselves,  comes  down  from  Albany  with  Mr.  Romeyn, 
whom  they  desired  to  hear.  My  brother  goes  there,  but  Mr.  Romeyn  Is  prevented, 
by  the  small  pox,  from  coming  there  at  the  time  appointed.  My  brother,  on  being 
isked  about  the  young  man,  bears  good  testimony  in  regard  to  him,  arranges  cer- 
tain matters,  but  Is  unable  to  stay  long  enough  to  await  his  recovery.  Those 
churches,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  de  Ronde,  as  they  informed  me,  had  refused  to  preach  at 
Jamaica,  send  me  a  request  to  come  then  with  the  young  man,  so  that  they  may 
bear  his  gifts,  under  my  supervision;  for  no  student  Is  allowed  to  preach  save  under 
the  supervision  of  some  minister.  The  young  man  himself  comes  to  me,  and  the 
church  hears  him  and  is  pleased  with  his  gifts.  They  ask  me  to  write  out  a  call. 
My  brother  had  already  composed  it  in  part  and  sent  It  to  me.  I  write  it.  The 
church  signs  it,  and  asks  me  to  sign  it  as  witness.  They  showed  me  reasons  and 
proofs  tliat  de  Ronde  would  decline  doing  it,  and  that  his  commission  for  the  purpose 
haa  expired.  Seeing  tliat  this  was  the  truth,  and  that  the  matter  could  brook  no 
delay.  I  sign  the  cail.  I  flatter  myself  with  the  thought  of  being  able  to  show  that 
what  1  had  done,  no  one  could  Justly  bring  up  against  me,  at  the  place  where  T 
shall  be  called  (?)  and  at  a  time  when  several will  be  brought  to  light  and 

prored. 
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I  do  not  doubt  Ibat  fnar  Rpvprencps  w)]]  canstder  the  need  of  thow  chnirhn- 
vhlcli  now  for  bpvfd  <^  rears  alread;  Iiave  been  without  ■  mluliter.  and  wblcfa.it 
tbe  most  bat  (n^o  or  three  (tmes  ■  rear,  bare  had  the  prlTllege  ol  bearing  a  wnMB 
In  their  motber  tongue.  Tbis  la  a  roDitllion  wblch  neccBtaillT  caaiea  an  aneomBB 
eatmnfiPDienl  from  Cod  and  Ills  Bcrrlre.  A  chDreb  wbtcb.  because  of  iDtemJ 
troubleii.  hnR.  Id  uplip  of  repeated  attempts,  never  been  able  to  set  tbos  far,  i 
rharcb  which.  Id  the  rear.  In  allneked  by  (he  Anabaptists,  wbotn  man;  go  to  itv. 
for  the  people  will  gaerlflcf.  If  not  at  JerusBlem,  tbea  at  Dan  and  Betbel:  In  frm 
by  the  Uhurcb  of  KnglnDd,  whose  Pelagian  principles  and  political  bnlwarki  m  M 
nKrenbte  to  tbe  rorrapt  nature;  In  the  flank,  by  thst  tsDatlc,  Arondeua:  and  wlikla, 
b;  IgnornDee.  ete..  and  all  tboae  monatem  of  the  nUhl. 

Therefore  your  Reiereacpa  i^anDol  possibly  be  dlapased  to  llBteo  to  the  TOleetrftk 
Toblassea  sad  the  Saotuillats.  whom.  It  KTleTea,  to  ape  tbat  a  man  has  eorap  to  nti 
tbe  good  of  Jemsniem.  Now.  I  leave  this  matter  to  the  Knldance  of  Ood.  "Thrtt 
are  many  devices  In  a  mnn's  heart;  bot  tbe  cooTisel  of  the  Lord,  tbat  shall  nud.' 

Prov.  19:a. 

I  rejolee  lo  rbink  tbat  the  I'ord  will  frnslrate  all  my  dctlbenttous  and  nadrr- 
Btandlnfts  wbleb  are  tint  for  the  beat  lalereat  of  Zloa.  I  rejolee  Id  the  conrkUoi. 
tbat  I  aim  at.  and  aeek  uolhlnx  else  than  tbe  salvation  of  those  perlablog  dinirkM. 
To  tbat  end  I  expect  aome  time  yet  to  aee  my  tears  and  prayers  answered.  Kv 
Ood  grant  this,  and  bonor  your  Reverences  with  brlnjtlng  It  about! 

I  remain  wttb  love  and  respect.  Very  Reverend  Falbera.  the  Classla  of  AoutenUB. 
Tonr  ReverpDces  obedient  aervant  and  brother  In  Cbrlat. 

Job.  Prle1ln(liaTBH. 

April  4.  ITU. 

No.  18E.    Received  Jnne  ».  ITK. 

The  New  York  College, 

The  Proper  Method  of  Establishing  a  College  in  New  York,  to 

prevent,  it  from  becoming  sectarian,  shottid  be  not,  by  Epyil 

Charter.     By  Wm.  Livingston.     April  5.  1753. 

(Extracts.) 

It  wunld  be  uf  little  use  to  have  shown  the  filial  iVinHPfitience^  of  an  Aadrv 
founded  In  Bigotry,  and  reared  by  Pnrty-Splrlt:  or  the  glorlona  AdvantaKM  °" 
College,  wboae  Basis  IB  Liberty,  and  where  tile  Miisee  flourish  with  entire  FrrtikU- 
without  InvesllgallnE  the  Means  by  which  tbe  one  may  be  crashed  In  Embrlo,  »' 
the  other  raised  and  anpported  with  Ease  and  security.  In  all  Bocletles.  as  la  tW 
human  Frame,  Inbred  Dlaordera  are  chiefly  Incurable,  ns  being  Part  of  tbe  Coitffl- 
tntlon.  aDd  Inoeparnble  from  It;  while,  on  the  Contrary,  when  tbe  Rage  of  InlBB- 
lUoB  Is  resisted  by  a  aound  Complexion  of  Body,  they  nre  less  Inherent,  and  nn*- 
qnently  more  medicable.  For  this  reason.  It  mnsl  necessarily  he  esteemed  nt  lie 
utmost  Importance,  tbat  the  Plan  upon  which  we  Inlnnd  to  form  oni  Xnrwtj  •< 
Learning,  be  concerted  with  the  most  prudent  Deliberation;  It  being  that  alone  ap»» 
which  Its  future  arandeur  mast  evidently  depend. 


In  pointing  out  a  Plan  for  the  College.  I  Bbsll  flrKt  ahow  what  II  oiigbt  not  t»» 
In  order  tbat  wbat  It  shonid  he,  may  appenr  with  greater  Certainty. 

Aa  Corporations  and  Companies  one  generally  founded  on  Royal  nrant*.  It  !• 
wlUrant  Uoobt  supposed  by  many,  that  our  College  mn«t  be  conatltnted  by  ChartM 
from  hlB  Majesty,  to  certain  Persons,  aa  TmaleeB.  to  whose  Government  and  rb*^ 
tton  It  win  be  submitted.  Nor  does  the  Impropriety  of  snch  a  Plan  Btrlkt  IM 
anattMitlve  Tnlgir.  tbo'  to  a  consldermte  Mind  It  nppeam  big  with  mighty  Evilf. 
Nee  qaae  clrcumstant  te  delude  perlctila  cemls 
DemeDB ''■'Irg. 


It  Is  necesBiiry  to  tbe  well-being  of  every  Society,  that  It  be  not  only  P 
DpoD  an  ample  aDd  free  Bottom;  but  «lM  secured  from  luvaBton,  and  Its  CoMtlta- 
tloD  guarded  afatnat  Abuses  and  Perveralon.     Tbese  are  PolntB  of  wbleh  I  M 
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o  think  mr  Reiden  tnllj  cooTlDced.   Mot  can  thtf  wonder  st  tbc  Norelty 
cbeme,  when  an  UnlT«nltr.  hatched  by  the  Heat  o(  Bectarlea,  and  cherished 
:ontracted  Boflom  of  farlous  Zeal,  shall  be  sbown  to  be  the  nataral  Conie- 


Bnt  to  consider  an  Acedemj  rounded  on  a  Koyal  Grant  In  the  moat  favonnible 
l|ht,  PradcDce  will  compel  oar  Disapprobation  of  ao  precarious  a  Plan.  Tb«  Unta- 
lilt;  of  Its  nature  will  Incline  everj  reaaoDable  man,  to  prefer  to  It  that  Kind  of 
DTernment,  which  !■  both  prodactlTc  of  the  richest  Blesala^,  and  render  Its 
drintages  the  more  precloai,  b;  tbeir  superlour  Stabllltr.  A  Charter  can  at  best 
nsent  os  with  a  Prospect  of  what  we  are  scarce  sure  of  enjorlnj  a  Day.  For 
nn  Cbarter  of  Incorporation,  as  It  geuerallr  Includes  a  Number  of  FriTlleges  sab- 
Nt  to  certain  eipresa  or  Implied  Condlllons.  maj-,  [D  partlcalar.  be  annulled. 
fttitr  on  a  Prosecution  In  tbe  Court  of  Kingt-Baicli  by  Quo  miminfo.  or  by  Bdrt 
ftdsM  In  Chancerr.  or  \iy  Sitrretuitr.  Nor  does  11  require  a  great  Abuse  of  Frivllege 
»  determine  Ita  Fete  by  the  two  Drst  Ueans:  while  mere  Caprice,  or  somethlnx 
swte,  may  at  any  Time  work  Its  Dlssolutlan  by  the  latter  I  believe  my  Country- 
WL,  have  too  high  a  Sense  of  (he  Adcantagea  of  Learning,  to  risk  the  College  upon 
10  misettled  a  Basis:  and  would  blast  a  Project  ao  IneffectlTe  of  Its  true  end.  to 
Hke  room  for  a  Bcheme  by  which  the  Object  of  public  attention  may  be  flied  on 
t  Bottom  more  nrm  and  dnrable.  How  would  It  damp  the  saDgDlne  Prospects,  of 
iteterrent  Patriot;  disappoint  the  honeat  well-wlehcr  of  his  country;  and  blacken 
U)t  Hopes  of  every  Lorcr  of  tbe  Muses  Into  Dlspalr.  sbootd  an  Inconsiderable  Mlstep 
nbietl  BO  noble  a  Design!  Vet  to  these  fatal  evils  would  a  Charter  be  exposed: 
Huoid  the  tmsleea  eiceed  their  Antbority,  however  Inconsiderably  It  might  alfect 
U»  Interest  of  the  College,  their  acting  contrary  to  tbe  express  Letter  would  ipio 
Ivia  iToId  It.  Or  should  tbey,  eltber  thro'  Ignorance,  inattention  or  Surprize, 
vitnid  their  Power  In  the  least  beyond  those  Limits,  which  ibe  Law  would  prescribe 
apon  1  Conatmcllon  of  tbe  Charter,  a  Repeal  migbt  be  obtained  by  Bolt  at  Common 
^■,  DT  In  Kqulty.  And  perhaps  snch  might  be  the  Circumstances  of  Tbioga.  as  to 
nuder  a  new  Incorporation  at  that  Juncture,  utterly  Impracttcable.  Besides,  upon 
It)  Uiuolutlon  all  the  Lands  given  to  It,  are  absolutely  lost.  Tbe  Law  anneiea  such 
•  aadUlou  to  every  Graut  to  a  Body  politic:  They  revert  to  the  Donor.  Nor  Is 
ttere  much  Reason  to  expect  a  charitable  Reconveyance  from  the  Keveraloner. 

Bot  It  this  may  posalbly  t>e  the  L'aae.  sbonld  even  the  Scheme  of  the  Inslrucllon 
*foat  Yontb  continue  unperverted  by  the  Directors  of  oor  Academy,  what  abuses 
«'  Trot  might  they  commit,  what  Attacks  upon  the  Lll>erty  and  Happiness  of  this 
^ilnCB  might  tbey  make,  without  Correction  or  Coutroul,  should  tbey  be  Influ- 
"■Wd  by  alnlster  Viewa?  While  tbe  Fonntaln  continues  pure  end  unpolluted,  tbe 
"'ivini  of  Justice  may  how  throagb  Its  Channels  clear  and  nndlaturbed.  But  ahould 
■^Itiary  Power  hereafter  prevail,  and  the  tyrannical  Arts  of  James  return  to  dls- 
^'*a>  the  Nation,  tbe  Oppression  and  Avarice  of  a  future  Qovernor.  may  counte- 
**««  the  InlqaltouB  Practices  of  tbe  Trustees,  or  destroy  Ibe  Charter  by  Improving 
''e Opportnnlty  of  some  tittle  Error  In  tbeir  Conduct:  and  having  selied  tbe  Fran- 
IUm,  dispose  of  It  by  a  new  Grant  to  the  Attest  Instruments  of  unjust  and  imperi- 
ls Kule.  and  then,  adieu  to  all  Remedy  against  them:  For  were  they  prosecuted 
T  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  tn  tbe  Unat-Beneh,  a  NoU  prosequi  would  eftect- 
*lly  secure  them  from  Danger:  wblle  tbe  Authority  of  a  Governor  rendered  a  Suit 
>  Equity  entirely  naelees.  Thus  would  tbe  cause  of  Learning,  tbe  RIghtB  and 
'Bvlleges  of  the  (killege.  onr  public  Liberty  and  Happiness,  become  a  Prey  to  the 
Me  Dealgns  and  nnlted  Interest  of  the  Governor  and  Trustees,  In  Spite  of  the  most 
■Sorous  Kfforts  of  the  whole  Province:  Nor  could  a  happy  Intervention  to  tbe  gen- 
i^l  Calamity,  be  expected  from  the  other  BrsQChes  of  the  Legislature,  wblle  bis 
'•Jeaty's  KepreaentatlVB  wooid  give  a  hearty  Negative  to  every  salutary  Bill,  tbe 
ouncli  and  Asaembly  should  think  proper  to  pass.  I  aay,  his  Majesty's  Repres^nta' 
*e:  (or  tho'  our  giscious  tiaverelgn  can  delegate  bis  executive  Authority,  be  cannot 
^nsfer  hla  Koyal  Virtues;  and  more  than  once  baa  this  Province  bebeld  a  Vice- 
'rent  of  the  Best  of  Princes,  Imitate  the  Actiona  of  the  Worst.  Resections  of  this 
ad  will  prononnce  It  a  Trotb  most  glaringly  evident,  that  whatever  care  may  ba 
hen  In  the  Construction  of  a  Charter  to  give  our  College  an  extensive  Bottom,  to 
idow  It  with  the  rfcheat  Privileges,  and  secure  tbem  by  the  most  prudent  Methods. 
may  still  t>ecame  the  Bpoll  of  Tyranny  and  Avarice,  the  Seat  of  slavish,  blgotted 
Id  penecuUng  Doctrines,  the  Scourge  and  Inquisition  of  tbe  Laud.    And  far  better 
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would  It  be  for  nt 
without  a  Cnllegp. 
of  a  CbnrU'r-aoTi-mmpnt. 

But  after  all.  Ii  mar  bp  arpeH,  that  nlin 
Qraot.  It  mlRbt  atill  he  nilBed  npon  Ha  aaei 
endowed  wllb  rrlvllcgM  a«  upon  nny  otbor  Footlni.  This  li  not  In  tbe  l«aftti>tr 
donbted.  Tbat  a  specloua  Charter  will  b?  drawn,  and  exhibited  to  pnblle  Tle«,  I 
■Incerely  bellere:  A  Trick  of  tbat  kind  witl  nnqnpetlonnblj  be  made  Uk  nt  b 
imnae  the  unattonllce  Eie.  and  sllutc  the  unwary  Mind  Into  an  eai;  Compllun. 
Hut  It  win  be  onlf  "Itlrl  Angutt  In  fferba."  and  when  a  rojiloaa  Fund  I*  IM» 
obtained,  a  Surrender  of  tbe  Charier  mar  make  war  for  a  new  One.  nbleh  ttf 
aofflelentlr  glarln;«.  to  delect  the  Cheat,  will  only  leave  ua  Room  to  repent  al  fv 
<:Te<Iull(y.  This  is  beyond  dinpule.  a  anDlcleut  ReoBon  wllb  Rome,  for  eitiblldibi 
tbe  College  br  Charter,  tbo'.  In  my  bumble  Opinion.  It  la  one  of  the  itroniieit  Atti- 
menta  that  can  be  urged  against  It.  We  gbonld  be  careful,  Int,  by  fumUblDC  tki 
Trustees  with  a  Fund,  lo  render  IhemselTes  Independent  of  us.  wc  may  be  radacN 
to  the  NecpBBlty  of  being  dependent  upon  them.  It  Ibc  Public  must  fnmU  Ot 
Sums  by  whieh  thi>  CollrKe  la  In  be  aupporled.  Prudence  deelarea  It  necetsair,  tUt 
(hey  should  be  r'ertaln  to  what  uses  the  monies  will  be  applied:  lest  instead  If 
belDg  burdened  witb  Taxes  to  advance  our  Inlerest.  we  should  absurdly  ImpoietU 
ouraelree,  only  to  preclplute  our  liuln.  In  ahoct,  oi  InuK  as  a  Charter  may  b»  st^ 
rendered,  we  are  In  danger  of  a  new  One.  which  perhapa  will  not  be  mueb  ta  SK 
llklnit:  And,  aa  (his  hli^  of  (iovemnietit  will  be  always  subject  to  Innoiratloas,  R 
wtii  be  an  IncoDCeallble  Proof  o(  our  Wisdom  to  rejeet  it  for  a  better. 

It  haa  In  my  two  last  Papers  been  shown,  what  an  eiteoBlve  and  (rooimiadhit 
innnence  the  Bea.t  of  LeamlUK  will  have  over  the  whole  Prorluce,  by  dlffuslBi  HI 
Dosmata  and  Princlplea  Ihro'  every  ODlce  of  rhun-h  aud  State.  What  Use  will*' 
made  or  such  unlimited  Advantagea,  may  bo  easily  gnessed.  The  clrll  and  nllr 
lous  Principles  of  the  TnistreB.  will  bwime  unlvemnlly  ealalitlshed.  I.lhertr  ">' 
Ilapplneaa  be  driven  wllhoul  onr  HonlprB,  anil  In  tlidr  Knom  erected  the  Banaw 
of  spiritual  and  temporal  Bondage.  My  Readers  muy,  perhaps,  regard  such  RsBh- 
tloua  aa  the  mere  SalUea  vt  a  roTlng  Fnney;  Iho'.  at  the  aatbe  time,  notblal  >> 
Nature  can  be  more  real.  For  should  the  Tmaleca  be  prompted  by  Ambltloo.  » 
atretcb  their  Authority  to  un reason nblc  Lengtlia,  ns  unitonbfedly  they  would,  itn 
tbey  under  no  kind  of  realralnt,  the  ConBequcnec  Is  very  evident. 

Tbeir  principal  Care  wonld  be  to  choose  such  Persona  to  lostracl  our  Toutb.  I» 
woDld  bo  the  ntteat  Inatrunienls  to  extend  their  Power  by  poalllve  and  dofrnatWI 
Precepts.  Bealdea  which.  It  would  he  thpir  mutual  Inlerest  to  pursue  one  Scbtai' 
Their  l-ower  would  become  formidable  by  being  milted:  As  on  tbe  Contrary,  a  DM- 
■entlon  would  Itnpede  Its  Pmgresa.  Blind  Obedience  and  Serrlllty  In  Church  all 
Slate,  sre  the  only  nntnrnl  means  to  eatabllsh  unlimited  Hway.  Hoctrlnes  ot  tUi 
Cast  would  he  publicly  taugbt  and  Inculcated.  Our  I'outh.  Inured  to  Opprt^w 
from  their  infancy,  would  afterwards  vigorously  exert  themaelrea  In  their  arvttil 
Offlcei.  to  polBOii  the  whole  community  wllh  slnvlsb  Opinions,  and  one  nnlnl>l 
Batabllshment  bwome  Ihe  fatal  Portion  of  this  now  happy  and  opulent  PtevlnM. 

Thus  far  the  Trustees  will  be  at  T.lherly  lo  eitend  their  Inflnenpe  wlthoat  M- 
tronl,  aa  long  aa  their  Charter  subsists:  And  Ihns  far  they  would  nndonblMIl 
eitend  II.  For  whoever,  after  being  consclnua  of  the  uncertain  Nature  and  •lliiBil 
Conaegnencea  of  a  Charter  College,  still  desires  to  see  It  thus  established,  aad  wlU- 
Ingly  becomes  a  Truetre.  betrays  a  strong  Passion  for  Tyranny  and  OppreMliW 
Did  he  wish  tbe  Welfare  of  bis  Country,  he  wouUI  abhor  a  .Scheme  tbat  may  pi«b- 
ably  prove  so  detrimental  to  II;  especially  when  a  better  may  be  concerted.  K 
would  therefore  he  highly  Imprudent  lo  (mat  any  Ret  of  Men  with  the  Care  of  0* 
Academy,  who  were  willing  to  accept  It  under  n  Clmrter, 

If  It  be  urged,  that  the  rtaaona  above  advanrert,  to  prove  Ihe  Danger  and  M«t»- 
billty  of  a  Charter  OovemmenI,  mllltnlc  alrongly  against  Ihe  Conaeqaencea  I  WW 
deduced  from  them,  let  It  be  considered,  that  It  will  be  In  tbe  power  of  one  peiM 
only,  to  encourage  or  oppoae  tbe  Trnsleea  In  the  Abuse  of  their  Anibority.  Wt 
point,  1  think,  la  aufflclently  evinced.  Time  may.  perhaps,  fnrnlsh  the  Truatee*  «ltt 
an  Opportunity  of  corrupting  him  wllh  Largesses;  or  Ihe  Change  of  Affaln,  Distttt 
bla  Uaty  to  eneourage  tbe  most  elavlah  Doctrines  and  Impoallloos.  Where  then  wO 
be  OUT  Remedy,  or  bow  shall  we  obtain  the  Repeal  of  a  Charter  abiiaed  aad  p«^ 
rtrttil   B«  It  ever  n  uncertain  In  Ita  Hatnr«.  it  will  still  be  Id  the  powciof  aOC- 
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mor,  to  •ecnre  It  ttgalnit  the  Attacfei  Of  Law  and  Jaitlce;  Or.  to  render  ui  mora 
ompleatlT  mlsenble,  he  may  gnat  n  new  one,  better  gmirded  RKainit  an;  Dtngf  t 
roin  that  (Jnarter.  Id  the  presE^it  Sltnatlon  of  Thlnga.  tre  have.  Indeed,  ao  Heaaon 
o  tear  It.  Bat  i*  tber  'nay  poutbty  alanine  a  different  Pace  hereafter,  let  aa  at 
east   be  anned  In  ■  Uatter  of  id  greit  Conieqaence,  asalnit  tbe  InilncerlCr  of 

But  after  all  It  cannot  be  eipected,  that  a  Charter  ahoold  at  once  be  ao  compleatly 
armed,  ai  to  aniwer  all  the  valunble  Pnrpoaei  Intended  by  tt.  InvenlloDt  ste  nerer 
irouglit  to  anddpn  Perfection:  bnt  receive  their  principal  AdTantagea  from  Time 
Jid  Experience,  b;  a  alow  PrOKreaalon.  Thd  homan  mind  la  loo  contracted  to  com- 
}reheiid  In  one  View,  nil  the  Emergenclea  of  Paturlt;;  or  provide  for  or  guard 
iKalnat,  distant  Conllngenclea.  To  whnmaoever,  therefore,  tbe  Draft  of  a  Charter 
hall  be  committed,  Hiperienoe  will  prove  It  defective,  and  the  VIclaaltude  of  Thlng» 
nake  contlnoal  Aiterationa  necesaair.  Nor  can  tbej  be  made  wltbont  a  prodlf^ona 
Dipeoce  to  the  Public,  ilnce,  aa  often  ■■  the;  are  eipedlent.  a  new  Charter  will  b« 
lie  obIj  HeanB  to  effect  It. 

I  Hope  mr  Reader*  are  b;  tbii  time  conrlnced.  that  a  Charter  College  will  prow 
InsacBCloaa  to  answer  tbe  trne  Ead  of  the  Encouragement  of  Learning:  and  tbat 
(enentl  atllltr  can  never  be  expected  from  a  Bcheme  bo  precarlons  and  liable  to 
ibDK.  I  shall  in  my  next  Paper  exhibit  another  Plan  for  the  Erection  of  onr  Col- 
lece,  wblcb  If  Improved,  will  answer  all  the  valaable  Ends  tbat  can  be  expected 
from  •  Obarter,  and  at  niiicb  ieaa  Eipence:  While  It  will  also  effectoallr  aecnre  all 
thoav  BIgbta  and  Privileges  wblcb  are  neceisnrjr  to  render  tlie  Increase  of  troe 
LltentnrB  mote  vlgoroos  and  ontnterrupted.— /Hdepcndenl  Aaleotor.  pp.  75-73. 

Chubch  op  New  yoKK, 
Daniel  Bratt,  Schoolmaster. 

April  10th,  1753. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  upon  God's  name.  It  was  repre- 
sented that  Mr.  Daniel  Bratt  had  rented  a  portion  of  his  house. 
Though  this  is  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Church,  it  is  allowed  for 
this  tinK,  since  this  is  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Bratt's  residence  there. 
He  was  told  at  once  that  he  cannot  be  school-master  longer  than 
May  1st,  1754,  when  he  must  leave  the  dwelling  and  surrender  it 
to  the  Consistory. 

Actum  ut  Supra,  in  name  of  all. 

J.  Ritzema. 
Cla^sis  of  Amsterdam, 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  April  12,  1753. 

(Abstract) 

Letter  from  Jamaica,  February  3,  1753,  signed  by  Simeon  Van 

Noortwicfc,    Abram    Schenck,    Paul    Amerman,    Daniel    Duryee. 

Received  April  12,  175$. 

Th.«j  say  that  the  Classis  wrote  them  on  June  9,  1747,  Aat 
the  church  should  take  care  that  a  lawful  consistory  should  be 
elected,  by  (under  tJie  oversight  of)  one  of  tbe  neif^boriuf^  mm- 
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iaters,  or  one  of  the  cwmmittee.  Thereupon  they  elected  a  lawful 
consistory,  with  Arondeus,  their  neighboring  Pastor,  and  also  i 
member  of  the  Committee,  to  wit,  in  the  case  of  Qoetscliius,  (ti 
weten,  in  de  zaka  van.  Gootachius. )  They  had  also  amica])!^ 
invited  the  party  which  adhered  to  Goetachius,  to  appear  «i  thi 
first  of  January,  1749,  at  a  certain  place,  but  they  would  not 
appear,  and  separated  themselves  from  them. 

Shortly  after  that,  their  party  (that  of  Goetschius)  invited  Ber. 
Beitsema  (Ritzema)  to  elect  a  consistory  for  them,  Kitzemadid 
80,  but  a  protest  was  made :  this  consistory,  said  they,  was  elected 
vrithout  the  eonf^cgation{'3  consent),  and  installed  in  the  En^iah 
Presbyterian  church ;  henoe  tliey  could  not  recognize  that  coo- 
aistory  as  regular;  even  also  as  the  people  of  Kewtown  and  of 
Heonpstead  did  not  recognize  it.  This  Ritzema  oonsiatoiy  wu 
the  cause  why  the  four  churches  could  not  call  a  minister 
accordance  with  the  advice  of  Classis.  But  the  CoetuB  of  TSei 
York  on  September  19,  1752,  declared  this  Ritsema  consistoij 
le^I,  without  their  (the  other  party)  being  summoned  and  heud 
on  the  subject.  Thus  they  were  condemned  unheard,  even  as 
Arondeus  and  his  consistory  (had  been.) 

They  appea]  on  account  of  this  treatment  by  the  Ooetus,  to  ti* 
Classis.  They  cannot  cast  aside  their  office,  since  they  were  called 
thereunto  by  God,  etc.  That  those  who  are  on  the  side  of  Aroadeui 
can  get  no  justice  done  by  that  (Coetus)  Assembly.  Some  Nw 
York  friends  have  complained  to  them  of  their  unjust  treatment 
by  the  Coetus.  Thus  they  give  their  case  to  us  for  judgment) 
hoping  that  we  will  do  them  justice.  They  sign  thonsdvee  u 
the  Consistory  of  Queens  County  on  Long  Island. 

In  a  Postscript  they  further  state : 

1.  That  some  of  them  have  recently  spoken  with  Rev.  Ritnou 
on  this  matter,  and  he  seems  to  be  sorry  to  have  dona  what  ho  dii 
They  believe  that  Rev.  Ritzema  wishes  in  his  heart  that  Clanti 
would  condemn  his  act,  because  that  party  bad  misled  him;  ai 
now  it  does  not  heed  him;  for  they  side  wiib  Goetachins  ud 
Frelinghuysen  and  Leydt. 

N.  B.    They  mean  the  two  Frielinghuysraia. 
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i.  DistnTbances  have  also  again  arisen  among  the  churches  of 
hieena  County  by  the  action  of  the  two  Vrelanthuissen  (Friding- 
tiyaens)  who  are  now  tiTing  to  force  a  certain  Mr.  Thomas 
tomyn  upon  their  churches,  through  that  party  which  haa  sided 
rith  Goetschius. 

3.  If  their  friends,  elders  and  magistrates,  hare  formerly  'writ- 
an  offensively  to  ua,  they  beg  pardon:  it  has  given  the  peoplfl 
lain  to  bear  snch  things,     zxiii.  313—315. 

The  New  Yoek  Colleos. 
)nly  Proper  Method  of  Establishing  a  College  supported  by  the 
Public  Funds,  to  prevent  Sectarianism,  should  be  by  Act  ck£ 
the  Legislature:    By  William  Livingston,    April  12,  1753. 
(Extracts.) 

Bit  I  wonld  flrmt  eitabllib  It  hb  a  Trnth,  that  Socletleii  have  »n  lodlsputable  BiKbt 
>  direct  tbe  BdncaUon  ot  their  fouthfal  Members.  II  we  tnM  the  Wlcdom  of 
'NTldeciM  In  tbe  Harmon)'  of  Creation;  the  mutual  Dependence  of  baman  Nntare, 
udei*  It  demoDBtrabljr  certain,  that  Man  waa  not  dealffned  aolel;  tor  bla  own 
Upplnen,  bnt  alio  to  promote  the  Fellcltr  of  bli  Fellow-CreatuTea.  To  tbla  Bond 
INitare,  civil  GoTernment  has  Joined  id  additional  Obligation.  Elrerj  Penoo  bom 
dtbln  tbe  yerge  of  Socletr.  Immedlatelj  becomes  a  Subject  of  that  ComniDDltf  In 
'hleh  be  lint  breathes  the  rltal  Element;  and  la  ao  far  a  part  of  the  political  Whole, 
hat  the  Bulea  of  Jnitlce  tohablt  those  Actions  which,  the'  tending  to  hla  own 
idrantage,  are  Injnrloaa  to  tbe  public  Weal.  If  therefore.  It  belonga  to  anr  to 
■qiect  the  Sdacatlon  of  Youth.  It  la  the  proper  Boalness  of  tbe  Pabllc,  wltb  wboae 
lapplneas  their  future  Conduct  In  Life  Is  InBeparablr  connected,  and  by  whola 
•WB  their  relative  Actions  irlll  be  governed. 

Senalbte  of  this  waa  the  Bjiartan  Law-giver,  who  claimed  tbe  Education  of  tbs 
tit4emimla»  Youth,  ae  the  luialleDable  Bight  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  dan- 
MODI  In  bla  Opinion,  to  anffer  tbe  Incautlona  Mlnda  of  thoa«  who  were  bom  Mem- 
Ms  of  8aclet7,  to  Imbibe  an;  Principles  but  thoae  of  anlversal  Benevolence,  and 
n  nneitlnKolabable  Love  tor  the  CommuQlt;  of  which  they  were  Subjects.  For 
Ua  Beaicn,  Children  were  wllbdmivD  from  the  Authority  of  their  Parents,  wbo 
ilgbt  otherwise  warp  their  Immatare  Judgments  In  Favour  of  Prejudices  and  Errors 
btruded  on  tbem  by  tbe  Dint  of  Authority.  But  If  this  waa  conaldereil  aa  a  pm- 
lisl  Step  to  guard  tbe  Liberty  and  Bappluess  of  that  Republic;  metbinfcs  It  will 
ut  be  unadrlsable,  lor  our  Legislature,  who  have  It  In  tbelr  Power,  to  Bocure  us 
ifilnst  the  Designs  of  any  Sect  or  Party  ot  Men,  that  may  aim  at  tbe  sole  Govem- 
Doit  of  the  College.  If  there  the  youthfol  Soul  Is  to  be  Ingrafted  wltb  blind  Pre- 
»pli.  contracted  Opinions.  Ineipllcable  Mysteries,  and  Incnrable  Prejudices,  let  it 
>t  constituted  by  Charter.  But  If  from  thence  we  eipect  to  all  oar  piibllc  Posts 
•1th  Persons  of  Wisdom  and  Understanding,  worthy  of  their  Offices,  and  capable  of 
unampllablng  the  Ends  of  their  Institution,  let  It  not  be  made  tbe  Portion  of  a 
E'uty.  or  private  Set  of  Men,  but  let  It  merit  the  Protection  of  the  Public.  The  only 
tn*  Design  of  Its  Erection.  Is  to  capacitate  tbe  Inbabltanta  of  thia  Province,  for 
Unnclng  their  private  and  pnbllc  Happiness;  of  which  tbe  Legislature  are  the 
livfoj  Quardlana.  To  them,  therefore,  does  tbe  Care  of  oar  fature  Seminary  ot 
'Onlng  properly  and  only  belong. 

Reasons  fob  Such  Plan. 
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IniptclloH  of  tht  rivtl  Aullmiltf;  but  also.  becanM  inch  «  ConitltntloB  win  be  m 
permnaeat,  betti^r  pnilowed,  Ims  liable  to  abuap.  nnd  more  capable  of  iDSvnlitlB 

It  li  unreaaounble  to  suppoae,  Ibat  nn  rnlrcnllr  rn[aed  by  prirate  OontrlbiiaDi k 
thii  Proviuce.  Bhould  nrrtve  Ht  any  eoiislctetnble  Dpgrw  of  Grandenr  or  HtQUt:  I* 
Bipenee  Bttendiu^  tbe  Unit  erection,  ami  cantlnual  Support  of  »  greal  i  VtA 
Tegnlrfs  tbe  unlled  Aid  of  tbc  Public.  Should  It  ance  be  made  an  Affair  ot  nnlTtial 
Coocern,  tbey  U'lll.  uo  donbl,  gpuprously  contribute  by  Taxea,  and  erny  * 
Meana  towards  iCH  l^udontnenl,  and  firnilsh  1(  by  a  proTlDclal  Cbarse,  with  ■! 
ever  ahall  be  nweeunry  to  render  It  of  Beupral  AdranlaRe.  But  altlio"  onr  Amm 
bave  already  ralnod  a  ronaldemble  Knod  for  Hint  Pnrpose,  who  can  InuglB*  Uf 
will  ever  part  wlih  or  dlaposp  of  it  fo  any  other  L'bps,  Ihan  sni-h  as  tbey  thiU  B" " 

doabtlesa  to  be  Incorporated  by  Act  ot  Assembly:  by  wblcb  Means  tbe  whole  I>|k 
lature  will  bare,  as  tbey  oaicbt  to  bave,  tbe  Disposition  of  Che  Fund  raised  tM  ttk 
Purpose.  The  Uommunlty  will  then  have  It  In  their  Power  to  call  thou  to  M 
Account  Into  whose  Hands  tbe  public  Monies  sball  be  depoalled  tor  that  partMtf 
Cae.  Aad  thus  the  Rums  tbouRht  necessary  lor  tbe  ImproTement  ot  LearaltK  "^ 
be  bonestly  expended  In  the  Service  for  which  they  are  designed:  or  abooU  ttvlt 
embetiled.  It  lulijbt  easily  be  detected,  and  pnbllrly  pnulahed.  Besides,  no  ptillciln 
Bet  of  Men  can  claim  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  prorlnclal  Tales,  but  thoie  tapH'- 
ered  by  tbe  Commanlty:  and  therefore.  If  the  Colony  mnel  bear  the  EipeDcaofai 
College.  Barely  tbe  Legislature  will  claim  tbe  Sd perl n tendency  of  It.  Bnt  If  •** 
all.  It  Bbould  be  tbougbt  proper  to  Incorporate  It  by  Charter.  It  Is  to  be  bopd,  ttv 
will  reserve  the  public  Iilaney  for  some  other  use.  nther  than  bestow  It  oa  a  (M- 
lege,  the  Condact  of  whose  trustcs  would  be  wholly  out  of  the  Keach  of  their  Point. 

1.  A  further  Argument  In  Favour  of  Its  being  Incorporated  by  Act  of  A«*B»lji 
may  be  dednced  from  the  £nd  of  <!■  /nsIllulfoK.  Ii  la  designed  to  derlTs  eontlivl 
Blessings  to  the  CommunHy;  to  Improve  those  public  Virtues  that  never  faD  » 
make  a  People  great  and  happy;  fo  cherish  a  noble  Ardonr  (or  LH>erty:  to  rtaal  i 
perpetual  Barrier  against  Tyranny  and  Oppression.  The  Advantages  flowing  ft* 
tbe  BIse  and  Improvement  of  Literature,  are  not  to  be  confined  to  a  Set  of  Kh- 
Tbey  are  to  extend  tbeir  Chearful  InBuence  thro'  Society  In  general.— thiv'  Ibt 
whole  Province;  and  (berefore.  oogUt  to  be  the  peculiar  Care  of  tbe  united  Badytf 
the  Legislature.  Tbe  Aaaembly  have  been  hitherto  wisely  Jealous  ot  the  LlbwUi* 
Ot  their  ConatllQents,  Nor  con  tbey.  methlnks,  ever  be  persuaded,  to  cede  tWt 
Authority  In  a  matter  so  maDireslly  Imporlnnt  (o  our  universal  Welfare,  or  sDlnlt 
the  Guidance  of  our  Academy  to  the  Hands  of  a  few.  On  the  contr»ry.  we  it»  tH 
so  greatly  Interested  In  Its  Success,  as  to  render  It  an  Object  worthy  of  theit  BSft 
diligent  Attention.— worthy  of  their  Immediate  Patronage.  Should  a  Nmnbn  of 
private  Peraona  have  the  Impudence  10  demand  of  onr  Leglalalore.  tbe  KIgtt  nf 
giving  Law  to  the  whole  Commiinlty;  or  even  should  they  ask  the  smaller  Pil»l- 
l^e.  of  Passing  one  private  Act.  would  It  not  be  deemed  the  Height  of  Effroatery) 
[n  what  light  tben  ougbl  the  Conduct  of  those  to  be  considered,  who.  Id  eltlBtlif 
tbe  Oovemmeni  of  our  University,  ask  no  less  considerable  a  Boon,  than  ataolsu 
universal  Dominion. 

To  a  matter  ot  such  gvnernl.  sucb  momentous  Concern,  our  Rulers  can  ntm  loo 
particularly  apply  tbclr  Tboughts,  since  under  their  Pralectlon  alone  Learning  »< 
flourish,  and  tbe  Sciences  be  Improved.  Il  may  Indeed  be  nrged.  that  tbe  Naton 
of  their  Employment  forbids  tbem  to  spend  their  Time  In  the  Inspection  of  Sebools, 
or  directing  tbe  Education  of  Vonlh.  Bnt  are  the  Rise  of  Arts,  tbe  Improvement  ol 
HustMUdry.  the  Increase  of  Trade,  tbe  Advancement  of  Knowledge  In  Law.  Phydc^ 
Morality.  Policy,  and  the  Rule's  of  Justice  and  civil  Gnremuient,  Subjects  benestt 
tbe  Attention  of  our  Legislature?  In  these  are  comprehended  all  onr  public  isd 
private  Happiness;  these  arc  Consequences  of  (he  Educatloo  of  our  Youth  and  tot 
tbe  Growth  and  Perfection  of  Ibeae.  Is  our  College  designed. 

1.  Another  Reason  that  strongly  evinces  the  Xeceeslty  of  an  Act  ot  Assembly.  (M 
tbe  Incorpomtlon  of  our  Intended  Academy,  hi.  that  by  this  Means  that  Sptril  of 
freedom,  which  I  have  In  my  former  Papers,  shown  to  be  necesssry  to  tbe  lnct«as> 
Ot  Learning,  and  Its  consequential  Advantages,  may  be  rendered  Impregnable  to  oil 
Attacks.  While  the  Oovemment  of  the  College  Is  In  tbe  Bands  ot  the  People,  oi 
tbetr  Guardians.  Its  Design  cannot  be  perverted.  As  we  all  value  our  Liberty  fi 
H«pplne«,  we  shall  all  naturally  encourage  those  Means  by  which  our  Liberty  and 
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\s  will  necessarily  be  Improved.  And  as  we  never  can  be  supposed  wllfolly 
oar  Freedom  and  Felicity,  for  Slavery  and  Misery,  we  shall  certainly  crash 
th  of  those  Principles,  upon  which  the  latter  are  built,  by  cultivating  and 
Ing  their  Opposites.  Our  College  therefore,  if  it  be  incorporated  by  Act  of 
\  Instead  of  opening  a  Door  to  universal  Bigotry  and  Establishment  in 
md  Tyranny  and  Oppression  in  the  State,  will  secure  us  in  the  Enjoyment 
spective  Privileges  both  civil  and  religious.  For  we  are  split  into  so  great 
'  of  Opinions  and  Professions;  had  each  individual  his  Share  in  the  Gov- 
of  the  Academy,  the  Jealousy  of  all  Parties  combating  each  other,  would 
r  produce  Freedom  for  each  particular  Party. 

the  College  be  founded  upon  an  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Legislature  would 
1  their  Power,  to  inspect  the  Conduct  of  Its  Governors,  to  divest  those  of 
'  who  abused  it,  and  appoint  in  their  Stead,  Friends  to  the  Cause  of  Leam- 
the  general  welfare  of  the  Province.  Against  this,  no  Bribes,  no  Soliclta- 
ild  be  effectual.  No  Sect  or  Denomination  plead  an  Exemption.  But  as  all 
re  subject  to  their  Authority;  so  would  they  all  feel  its  equal  Influence  in 
icnlar.  Hence  should  the  Trustees  pnraue  any  Steps  but  those  that  lead 
Emoluments,  their  Fate  would  be  certain,  their  Doom  inevitable.  Every 
the  College  being  under  the  narrow  Aspect  and  Scrutiny  of  the  civil 
.  would  be  continually  subject  to  the  wholesome  Alternative,  either  of  per- 
ils Duty,  with  the  utmost  Exactness,  or  giving  up  his  Post  to  a  Person  of 
Integrity.  By  this  means,  the  Prevalence  of  Doctrines  destructive  of  the 
I  of  human  Nature,  would  effectually  be  discouraged,  Principles  of  public 
culcated,   and   every    Thing  promoted  that  beara  the  Stamp  of  general 

It  remarkably  sets  an  Act  of  Assembly  in  a  Light  far  superior  to  a  Charter, 
'e  may  thereby  effectually  counterplot  every  Scheme  that  can  possibly  be 
,  for  the  Advancement  of  any  particular  Sect  above  the  rest.    A  Charter 

have  shown  in  my  last  Paper,  be  so  unexceptionably  formed,  as  to  incur 
probation  of  no  Denomination  whatever;  but  unexceptionable  as  It  may  be, 
t  be  sure  of  Its  Duration.  A  Second  may  succeed,  which,  perhaps,  would 
roved  of  by  all  but  one  Party.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  certain  that  an 
isembly  must  be  unexceptionable  to  all;  since  Nothing  can  be  inserted  In 
lat  any  one  may  except  against;  and,  as  we  are  represented  In  the  Assem- 
entlemen  of  various  Pereuasions,  there  is  the  highest  Probability,  that 
luse  tending  to  abridge  the  Liberty  of  any  Particular  Sect,  would  by 
ther  of  our  Representatives  be  strongly  opposed.  And  this  will  still  be  the 
ever  repeatedly  Innovations  may  be  attempted  by  subsequent  Acts, 
ter  Advantage  accruing  to  the  College  itself,  and  consequently  to  the  Com- 
1  general,  is,  that  larger  Donations  may  be  expected,  should  it  be  incorpo- 
Act  of  Assembly,  than  by  Charter.  Every  generous  Contributor,  would 
ily  be  willing  to  have  some  Security  for  the  Disposition  of  his  Gratuity, 
:  with  the  Design  of  his  Donative.    Nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  most 

Penon  would  refuse  to  bestow  a  Largess,  without  being  convinced  of  the 
ind  Propriety  of  its  Application.  Under  a  Charter  no  Security  to  this  pur- 
K)ssibly  be  expected.  This  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  my  last  Paper.  Besides 
I  Charter  be  obtained,  it  will  without  doubt,  be  immediately  or  eventually 

of  one  particular  Party:  the  Consequence  of  which  will  be  plainly  this. 
>tber  Sects  amongst  us.  being  a  vast  Majority,  instead  of  contributing  to 
>rt  of  our  Academy  by  private  Donations,  will  endeavour  to  discourage 
r  from  It.  But  should  our  University  be  established  by  Act  of  Assembly, 
ndlvidual  would  bear  a  Part  in  its  Government,  so  should  we  all  be  more 
Qduced,  by  private  Gifts,  to  increase  its  Endowments, 
all  this,  that  should  the  Persons  intrusted  with  the  Immediate  Care  of 
ry  of  Learning,  commit  any  Error  in  their  Conduct,  the  Act  of  Assembly 
:  be  void,  but  in  as  full  Force  as  if  the  Error  had  not  been  committed, 
d  they  designedly  transgress  the  Bounds  of  their  Authority,  the  Act  might 
;tructed,  as  to  disqualify  them  for  holding  their  Offices,  and  subject  them 
erest  Penalties;  to  be  recovered  by  his  Majesty,  or  the  Party  aggrieved. 
1.  It  la  also  to  be  remarked,  that  should  the  Act  of  Incorporation  be  at 
infringed,  and  the  Lilierty  of  the  Students  Invaded,  their  Redress  would 
ully  obtained  In  a  Court  of  Law. 
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Thb  Leoautt  of  Such  An  Act. 

To  thiB  Bcbeme  tt  mar  Oe  objected,  tbat  the  Creittnc  «  Bodj-PoUtlc  b] 
IjeglalaUan.  without  ■  previous  CbaKer,  ll  Dnprecedenteil,  ini)  an  InMnce 
the  Prerogatlre  ot  the  Crown,  aiiil  mar  poealbly  for  those  Teaaon*  be  damne 
King,  who  cannot  [canT]  repeal  a  Charter;  and  farther,  that  eTcrr  Bna  tha 
proposed  br  Act  onir,  nxar  be  obtained  br  a  CbarteT-lDcoiponte:  and  au  . 
terlor,  conflrmlng  It,  and  enlarsln^  and  reEolatloK  the  Powen  ot  the  B> 
Anawer  to  which,  let  It  be  coDslderrd,  that  It  ia  not  oolj  the  Klns'a  Prei 
t*  crant  a  Charter,  bat  alia  to  grant  It  upon  certain  Terms:  a  Non-CompUai 
which,  will  catue  its  Repeal;  and  from  thence  arises  the  Frecarioamt 
Charter.  Shonld  >o  Act  be  passed  la  CoDseqnenee  of  a  Charter,  It  most  I 
to  prevent  Its  Pi«cartaaaneeB,  or  to  add  new  PrlTllegea  to  those  srsnted  t 
the  fanner  ahoald  be  the  reaaoD  for  passing  an  Act,  It  would  militate  agi 
Boral  Prerocatlve.  «a  well  «a  an  Act  to  IncoriMrate  the  CoUegei  and  i 
wODld,  In  all  FratMbllltj,  meet  with  the  aame  Fate,  and  by  that  Means  the 
wonid  stand  alone.  If  the  Act  ahoald  be  onlr  In  Aid  ot  the  Charter,  It  wt 
leave  tt  In  as  nncertaln  a  State,  as  wlthcat  au  Act.  So  that  In  either  Case 
le^e  would  be  exposed  to  tbose  lucooTeufeocles,  which.  In  mj  last  Papei 
shown  to  be  natural  Couseqoeiices  of  s  Charter  Qoveraoient.  Besides  wblcl 
the  College  be  established  by  a  Charter,  the  Public  will  lose  most  (tf  tbosi 
tages,  which  I  shall  In  my  next  Paper  propose,  as  some  of  the  substantial 
an  Act  of  Assembly. 

Hsny  other  convincing  Argnmeuta  might  be  urged  with  Success,  In  favi 
Act  Of  Awembly  for  the  lucorporallOD  of  our  Intended  College,  would  the 
ot  this  Paper  admit  their  lusertlou.  Those  I  have  bad  Roam  to  enforce,  a 
convinced,  snlllclently  atrlblug.  to  engage  the  ABB^nt  of  every  candid  and  i 
diced  Tbinker.  To  the  Wisdom  of  oar  Leglalatore.  these  Hlata  will  be  [ 
useless.  Nor  do  I  aim  at  anything  more  upon  ao  Important  a  Subject,  thai 
to  Opeo  the  Eyes  of  some  of  my  ]e«B  Impartial  Readers:  and  testify,  how 
the  true  Interest  of  this  Province  commands  the  most  ardent  and  sincere  ^ 
the  fudejmtdenl  Reflector,  pp.  7S-81. 

The  Chiirch  and  the  Colleoe. 
The  Points  Desirable  in  a  Legislative  Act  Establishing  a  C 
to  prevent  Sectarianism,     April  19,  1753,     By  WilUai 
ingstoD. 

That  a  College  may  t>e  a  Blpsalng  or  a  Curse  to  a  Commnalty.  aceordli 
Constitution  sud  Government,  I  Iblnk  appears  suQclenlly  evident  from  m; 
Papers.  That  Incorporating  It  by  en  Act  of  Agaembiy,  will  lie  the  beat  i 
secnrlng  the  Srst.  and  avoldlni;  the  lust,  is  In  my  Opinion,  equally  clear  an 
testlble.  On  a  Snbjeot  of  aoch  gpnenil  Imporlanrp:  a  Subject  that  cone 
Liberty  and  our  Privileges,  civil  and  religions:  a  Subject  that  will  affect  t 
perily  of  our  Country,  and  particularly  IncolTos  In  It,  the  Happiness  and  1 
onr  Posterity,  It  would  have  been  unpardoimble  In  a  Writer,  whose  Sen 
entirely  devoted  to  the  Public,  to  have  passed  It  over  In  Silence,  or  handle* 
Indifference  and  Langour,  Ko,  It  deserves  my  most  deliberate  attention,  ani 
Activity;  and  calls  for  the  Asalatunte  of  every  Man  who  loves  Liberty 
Province.  Falty  seoalble  of  Its  nnapcakable  Importance,  I  shall  now  pr 
point  ODt  those  things  which  In  my  Judgment,  are  necessary  to  be  Inscrte 
Incorporating  Act,  for  the  Advancement  of  the  trne  Interest  of  the  Co!! 
tendering  It  really  nsefal  to  the  Province.    Snch  Things  ss  will  effectually 
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ti  twln(  piejndlcbil  to  tb«  Pnbllc.  aad  gmri  ta  BCatDat  all  tbe  MiKhlefi  we  «o 
lutJr  ippnlieiid,  ihonld  It  ever  nnbappllr  fall  into  tbe  Haodj  of  a  Party. 

rim:  That  all  the  TraatMi  be  Domtnated,  appolDted  and  IncoTporated  b;  tbe 
hct  ud  tliat  wheneTer  an  Avoidance  amoDS  them  ahall  happeo,  tbe  aame  be 
reported  bf  the  CoirwrativD  to  tbe  oeit  bcbbIodb  of  Aaaembly,  aad  such  TacaDC; 
nippUn]  bf  LegiglatlTe  Act.  Tbat  they  bold  their  Clfllcea  only  at  tbe  good  Pleaaare 
it  tbe  Oovemor,  Council  and  Oeoenl  Afsembly,  And  that  di>  Peraon  of  any  Protea- 
Caol  DcDranlaatlon  be,  on  Acconnt  of  hla  rellglona  Penuaalon,  diagnalllled  for  ana- 
lalnlog  any  OOlce  Id  tbe  College. 

Id  Ooiueqnence  of  this  Article  we  aball  hare  tbe  blgbeat  Secarlty,  tbat  none  will 
bedlgnlfled  with  tbat  Important  and  bononrable  Ofllce.  but  ancb  aa  are  reallj  qoall- 
■td  Ibr  eiecntlng  It,  aKreeabte  to  tbe  true  Dealgn  of  lla  Inatltatloo.  Sbonid  eltber 
Bunch,  or  any  two  Branchea  of  the  L^alatnre.  propoae  and  elect  a  Candidate 
ateoxtona  to  tbe  Third,  tbe  Necatlve  of  tbe  latter  la  aolllcleDt  to  prevent  hla  Admla- 
Mtn.  The  three  Branchea  coQcnrriaK  In  every  Blectlan,  no  Party  can  be  dlaobllced, 
■Bl  when  we  conalder  tbe  Chanctera  ot  tbe  Blectora,  all  Poaalblllty  ot  Brlt>eiT  aad 
Cmaption,  aeema  to  be  lafirelv  ercluJed. 

Baeondly:  That  the  Frealdent  of  tbe  College  be  elected  and  deprived  by  a  HaJolttJ 
«(  Ue  TniateM;  and  all  tbe  Inferior  Offlcera  by  a  Majority  ol  the  Troateea  witb 
tlH  Piealdent:  and  that  the  Election  and  Deprivation  of  the  President,  be  alwaya 
Mported  by  tbe  Trnsteea  In  thla  Hatter,  be  then  conflrmed  by  tbe  Leglatatnre. 

Bj  thla  Upon*  tbe  Preeldmt,  wbo  will  have  tbe  inpreme  8 operln tendency  ot  tba 
Klicatloa  ot  onr  Youth,  wilt  be  kept  In  a  coatlnoal  and  altlmate  Dependence  npon 
th  Pnbllc;  and  the  Wisdom  of  tbe  Province  being  bla  only  Support,  he  will  bave  a 
■ach  greater  Secnrtty,  In  the  nprlgbt  Dlacharge  o(  bis  Daty,  than  if  he  depended 
••kly  on  tbe  Traateee.  wbo  are  likely  to  oust  him  ot  hla  Office  and  Livelihood  thro' 
Cipilee  or  Cormptlon.  Tbat  Station  twlng  therefore  more  atabte.  wltt  at  the  aame 
thu  be  more  valuable:  and  tor  thla  reason  we  have  the  stronger  Hopes  of  Oiling  the 
PMldnt'i  Chair,  with  a  Man  of  Worth  and  Erudition,  upon  wboae  good  QaallOca- 
tkiiu  and  Conduct,  the  Succeaa  and  Improvement  ot  tbe  Btudents,  will  emlnentlr 
*tni. 

Thirdly:  That  a  Uajority  Of  tbe  President  and  Troateea.  bave  power  to  make 
fiy-Lawa  not  repasnanl  to  the  Act  ot  Incorporation,  and  tbe  Law  of  the  Land. 
That  til  such  By-Lawa  be  reported  to  the  Houae  of  Bepresentatlvea  at  tbeir  next 
"tntding  Seaalon,  <»  ha«c  Verba,  ander  tbe  Seal  ot  tbe  College,  and  tbe  Hands  of 
Ot  Prtsldent  and  Qve  Tmatees:  and  tbat  It  tbey  are  not  reported,  or  being  reporteit 
in  Dot  conflrmed.  they  ahall  be  absolutely  void. 

Hence  It  la  eaay  to  conceive,  that  ea  on  tbe  one  band  there  will  be  a  great  Secu- 
itty  agUnat  tbe  arbitrary  aud  Illegal  Bule  of  the  President  and  Trnsteea;  lo  on  the 
Mer,  tbe  Immediate  Govemora  of  the  College  will  have  all  proper  Aulborlty  to 
■ike  lach  aalutary  Rules  as  shall  be  necessary  to  advance  the  Frogreaa  of  Llten- 
'are.  and  support  a  Decorum  and  Police  In  the  Academy,— aa  well  ■■  mBlntaio  the 
Dlfnlly  and  Weight  which  tbe  Superlora  of  It  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  enabled  to 
Pnaerve  over  their  Pupils. 

fniKbly:  Tbat  the  Act  of  Incorporation  contalu  as  many  Bulea  and  Directions 
for  the  Government  of  the  College  as  can  be  foreseen  to  be  necessary. 

As  all  our  danger  will  arise  from  the  MIs-Kule  of  tbe  President  and  Tmateea;  so 
iD  our  Safety  coDalsta  Id  the  Guardianship  of  tbe  Leglslatnre.  Besides,  tbe  Advan- 
ti|e  herefore,  ot  being  by  this  Article  secured  from  arbitrary  Domination  In  the 
C«ll*te;  tbe  Bnalneaa  of  tbe  Tmateea  and  President  will  be  less,  and  they  with 
>ktlr  SDhordlnates,  more  at  LeUure  to  concert  the  Advancement  of  the  College. 

The  Fifth  Arttela  I  propose  Is,  tbat  no  rellgloDs  Profession  in  particular  be  eatab- 
bbcd  in  the  College;  bnl  that  botb  OJBcera  and  Scholars  be  at  perfect  Liberty  to 
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attend  Bar  ProtetUDt  Charcb  at  their  Fleainre  reipecttTel;.  And  that  tbt  Cw- 
paratlon  be  abHolutelr  loblblled  the  making  ot  any  Bj-haw  nlatlui  to  Bcllllm. 
except  Bach  as  compel  them  to  atleitd  Dlrlne  Serrice  at  loiiie  Chntcb  ot  otbn, 
STery  Sabbath,  as  they  shall  be  able,  lest  so  Invaluable  ■  Liberty  bs  ablDri  ul 
mii4»  a  Cloak  lor  UreiKioutneti. 

To  this  moat  Important  Head,  I  sbould  think  proper  to  sublola, 

Slithlj:  That  tbe  wbole  College  ht  erery  Mornlns  aod  livenlnE  conTeerj  It 
attend  pnbllc  Prayera.  to  t>e  performed  by  the  Prealdent,  or  la  hla  abssBce,  tr 
either  ot  the  Fellows;  and  that  SDch  forms  be  prescribed  and  adhered  to  si  ■>! 
Protestants  caa  freely  ]oln  In. 

Besides  tbe  fltnese  and  ladlsputsble  Duty  of  supporting  the  Worship  or  Oal  1i 
tbe  College;  obtlgliig  the  Studeata  to  attead  It  twice  every  Day.  will  bsTS  ■  KiMI 
Tendency  to  preserre  a  dae  Decornm,  Good  Mimacn  and  Vertne  amODtst  ItM- 
wltboot  which  the  College  may  sink  Into  Profaoesa  and  Disrepute.  Tbey  wllll" 
thereby  forced  from  the  Bed  of  Sloth,  sod  being  broagbt  before  tbeir  8apnl«>. 
may  be  kept  from  Scenes  Of  Wickedness  and  Debanchery,  which  tbey  might  MkS' 
wise  mo  Into,  as  hereby  their  atwence  from  the  College  will  be  better  deteetil 

With  Respect  to  the  Prayers,  tho'  I  coDfesB  there  are  eicellMit  Forms  eaaftKi 
to  our  EsDds,  It  would  rather  conduce  to  the  Interest  of  our  Academy,  If,  IbHMI 
of  those,  new  Ones  were  collected,  which  might  easily  be  done  trtKn  a  TtiWT<( 
approved  Books  of  Devotlan  among  all  Beets;  and  perbape  It  may  be  tbon^briw 
to  frame  them  as  near  bb  possible  In  tbe  Language  of  Scripture.  Tbe  geosnl  F«nM 
need  be  bat  few,  Occaaloual  Parts  may  be  made  to  be  Inserted  wben  necMMff; 
as  In  Cases  of  Sickness,  Dcalh.  etc.  Id  the  College,  or  uoder  general  Cslamltlsi.n 
War,  Pestilence,  Drought,  Floods,  etc.  and  the  like  as  to  Thsnksgl Tings.  Tiixj<^ 
the  Forms  of  Prayer  contained  In  the  English  Liturgy,  are  In  themselTes  UMiifT- 
tlonably  good;  but  as  establishing  and  Imposing  the  ttse  of  those,  or  of  any  <(lf' 
Protestant  Communion,  would  be  a  discriminating  badge,  It  Is  liable  to  Objeetliah 
and  will  occasion  n  general  Dissatisfaction.  As  tbe  Introduction  of  them,  thertlm- 
will  prejudice  the  College,  It  Is  ■  sulDclent  reason  sgalnst  It,  It  will  be  a  nutttti^ 
no  smill  difficulty  to  bring  the  greatest  part  ol  tbe  Province,  to  the  Approbstloii  d 
praying  at  any  Time  by  Forms:  but  since  tbey  are  In  tbis  Csse  absolutely  eipedlft 
our  Affection  for  tbe  Prosperity  of  this  Important  Undertaking,  should  IdcUh  i- 
while  we  give  some  Olfence  In  one  Article,  to  temoTe  it  by  a  oompensstM  U 
another  of  less  Consequence  to  the  College. 

Seyeathly:  That  Dlrlally  be  no  Part  of  tbe  pulillc  Bzerelsei  of  the  CoHtf'  ' 
mean,  that  It  be  not  taught  ss  a  Science.  That  the  Corporation  be  tahlbited  bM 
electing  a  Divinity  Protesaor:  and  that  the  degrees  to  lie  conferred,  be  Only  Is  ^ 
Arts,  Physic,  and  the  Civil  Law. 

Youth  at  a  College,  as  I  hare  remarked  in  b  Former  paper,  are  Incapable  of  BUlbC 
a  Jndlclons  choice  Id  this  matter:  for  this  resfion  the  Office  of  a  Ibeolaglcsl  Pro- 
fessor will  be  useless.  Besides.  Principles  obtruded  npon  tbelr  tender  Ulads,  hj  It* 
Authority  of  a  ITofessor's  Chair,  may  be  daagerous.  Bat  a  mBln  Reason  In  sgppo" 
of  this  Clause,  Is  the  Disgust  which  will  necesBBrily  be  given  to  sll  Parties  \i" 
differ  In  their  Professions  from  that  of  the  Doctor.  The  Candidate  for  tbe  MbditT 
will  hereby  In  his  Divinity  Studies,  whenever  he  is  lit  for  them,  be  left  W  * 
Choice  and  Direction  of  his  Parents  or  Guardians.  Besides,  as  most  of  tbe  StnltD'* 
will  be  designed  for  other  Imploymenta  In  Life,  tbe  Time  spent  In  tbe  Blirif  '^ 
Divinity,  may  lie  thought  aseless  and  unnecessary,  and  therefore  give  Umhnr  " 
many.  Nor  will  tbelr  whale  Conne  of  Time  at  the  College,  be  more  than  aufflclt"' 
for  accomplishing  themselves  In  tbe  Arts  and  Sciences,  whether  they  an  dcsU'"' 
for  tbe  Pulpit,  or  any  other  learned  Frofeasloa.  And  It  may  be  justly  donlil''^ 
whether  a  youth  of  good  Parts,  who  has  made  any  particular  ProBcleuey  is  '" 
Blements,  or  general  Branches  of  Knowledge  (his  Instruction  Id  whlcb  It  the  tc 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  3365 

Rnd  proper  Businese  of  a  collegiate  Edocatlon)  would  not  be  able  to  qualify  bimself 
for  the  Pulpit,  by  a  Study  of  tbe  Scriptures,  and  the  best  Divinity  Booths  in  the 
College  Library,  as  well  without  as  with  the  Aid  of  a  Professor;  especially  if  it  be 
eDtcted. 

Eighthly.  That  the  OIBcers  and  Collegians  have  an  unre«tralned  Access  to  all 
Books  In  tbe  Library,  and  that  free  Conversation  upon  polemical  and  controyerted 
Points  in  Divinity,  be  not  discountenanced;  whilst  all  public  Disputations  upon  the 
Tarlons  Tenets  of  different  Professions  of  Protestants,  be  absolutely  forbidden. 

Ninthly:  That  the  Trustees,  President,  and  all  inferior  Officers,  not  only  take  and 
■Qbscribe  the  Oatha  and  Declaration  appointed  by  Statute,  but  be  also  bound  by 
solemn  Oath,  in  their  Respective  Stations,  to  fulfil  their  respective  Trusts,  and  pre- 
■erre  inviolate  the  Rights  of  the  Scholars,  according  to  the  fundamental  Rules  con- 
tained in  the  Act  And  that  an  Action  at  Law  be  given  and  well  secured  to  every 
Inferior  Officer  and  Student,  to  be  brought  by  himself,  or  his  Ouardian,  or  prochein 
■Any,  according  to  his  Age,  for  every  Injury  against  his  legal  Right  so  to  be 
Mtablished. 

And  in  as  much  as  artful  Intrigues  may  hereafter  be  contrived  to  the  Prej^idice 
•f  the  College,  and  a  Junto  be  inleagued  to  destroy  its  free  Constitution,  It  may 
perhaps  be  thought  highly  expedient,  that  the  Act  contain  a  Clause. 

Tenthly:  That  all  future  Laws,  contrary  to  the  Liberty  and  Pundamentals  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  construed  to  be  absolutely  void,  unless  it  refers  to  the  Part  thus  to  be 
tltered,  and  expressly  repeals  it;  and  that  no  Act  relating  to  the  College,  shall  here- 
tfter  pass  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Majority  of 
the  whole  House;  I  mean  all  the  Members  of  Assembly  In  the  Province. 

Nor  would  it  be  amiss  to  prescribe. 

Eleventhly:  That  as  all  Contests  among  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  College,  should 
be  finally  determined  by  the  Majority  of  the  Members  of  the  Corporation,  so  the 
Utter  should  be  determined  in  all  their  Disputes,  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hooae  of  Representatives,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

These  are  the  Articles  which  in  my  Opinion,  should  be  Incorporated  in  the  Act 
for  the  Establishment  of  the  College;  and  without  which  we  have  the  highest 
Season  to  think,  the  Advantages  it  will  produce,   will  at  best  tail  short  of  the 
Kxpence  It  will  create,  and  perhaps  prove  a  perpetual  Spring  of  public  Misery:— 
i  Cage,  as  the  Scripture  speaks,  of  every  unclean  Bird:— The  Nursery  of  Bigotry  and 
Boperstltion :— An    Engine    of   Persecution,    Slavery   and    Oppression :— A    Fountain 
whose  putrid  and  infectious  Streams  will  overflow  the  Land,  and  poison  all  our 
^oymentB.    Far  be  it  from  me  to  imagine  I  have  pointed  out  every  Thing  requisite 
to  the  Preserration  of  Liberty,  and  the  Promotion  of  the  Interest  of  the  College;  I 
OQiy  suggest  such  Heads  as  occur.    Beyond  all  doubt  my  Scheme  is  still  imperfect. 
Sbonld  our  Legislature  themselves  enter  upon  this  momentous  Affair,  the  Example 
of  a  British  House  of  Commons,  In  Matters  of  great  importance,  might  be  worthy 
their  Imitation.    I  mean,  that  the  Bill  be  printed  and  published  several   Months 
'before  It  passes  the  House.    The  Advantage  I  would  propose  from  this  Step  is,  that 
■rhlle  it  only  exists  as  a  Bill,  the  Objections  against  it  would  be  offered  with  Free- 
lorn,  because  they  may  be  made  with  impunity.    The  general  Sense  of  the  People 
fill  be  the  better  known,  and  the  Act  accommodated  to  the  Judgment  and  Esteem 
t  til  Parties  In  the  ProYince.— Independent  Reflector,  pp.  83-86. 
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The  Chxthch  atid  the  Colleqe. 

Appeal  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New  York  against  a  Sectarian  Co^ 

lege.     April  26,  1753.     By  William  Livingston. 

Uj  Deir  Conotrjincii. 

Id  a  Series  of  Fajters,  1  have  preaeated  lo  yoor  Vl»«  tbe  iDCOiiTenieDCca  thil  m«l 
Deceanrlty  remit  from  □inkfiiR  the  Ruli-  nf  the  Collpgp.  the  MoDopolr  Of  UV  ■<># 
DenomloatloD.  I  have  coneiilerea  It  Id  d  Varlptr  of  Lights,  nod  explored  ll'i  nisar- 
on*  BvilB.  To  prerenr  them  Id  the  moat  >>ITeotDfli  Maaaer.  I  tuiie  concerted  t  FtUi 
tli«  Heads  of  which  hnre  been  offered  to  yoor  sertons  CoBsIdentloD.  ThroiIfMt 
the  wbole,  I  hs»e  given  my  tbougbts  witb  tbe  Freedom  aud  Independence  raiutdt 
to  the  Dlgnltr  of  the  Subject,  and  the  Character  of  no  Impartial  WHter.  Upon  or 
RepreseDtatlon  o(  the  Matter,  nor  Awe,  nor  Hope,  balli  bad  an  laflnence.  Batmpl 
b7  tbe  Love  of  Uberty,  and  a  disinterested  Coacem  tor  fonr.  and  jout  PoStliUl^ 
Happlneaa,  I  bare  diBOloaed  tbe  Importance.— the  prodlgloaB  Importance  of  tli 
present  Question. 

Far  b«  It  trOiD  me,  to  terrif;  j-oa  wltb  ImnglnarT  dangers,  or  to  wlsb  tbe  ObStrM- 
tlOD  Of  anr  Heaaure  conituctivo  to  the  pnbllE  Good.  Did  I  not  forefee,— wai  I  w( 
morally  certain  of  the  moot  rnlnoiis  Conseiinences,  from  a  MlBmnnagement  of  tht 
Affair.  I  should  not  address  jon  with  ao  mucb  Emotion  and  Ferror:  But  wtml 
percelTe  tbe  Impendlns  E*tl:  vrben  everf  Man  of  Enowledse  and  ImparlklltT 
entertains  the  lame  Apprehension:  I  cannot,  I  will  not  conceal  mjr  Bentlmali.  h 
■nch  a  Uue,  no  Tebemence  Is  eiceaalre,  no  Zeal  too  ardent.  Tbe  Alarm  glTcl  ll 
n«t  confined  to  Parttcnlars.  No.  tbe  Effects  I  presage  are  dreaded  far  and  wldtai 
a  general  Calamity.  Wonld  to  God  our  Terror  was  merely  panic!  but  It  la  tOoDM 
on  the  unerring  Testimony  of  History,  of  Reason,  and  nnlTeisal  BipeHence. 

Nor  fancy  I  aim  at  "rarplng  yonr  Jndgment  by  the  Illnalon  of  Oratory,  or  t*» 
Fascination  of  Eloquence.  If  In  the  Sequel,  1  spjiear  rather  to  declaim  tban  ptw* 
or  seem  to  prefer  the  Flowers  of  Rhetoric  to  the  Strength  of  Argument  It  I" 
becanse.  by  the  clenreat  Demonitrotlon,  I  have  already  ertoced  tbe  Nece»«ltj  «( 
fraatratlng  so  Injorinna  a  itep.  My  AsBcrtlona  have  Dot  been  Dasnpported  by  W- 
dence;  nor  have  I  levell'd  at  your  Paeslnng.  till  I  bad  convinced  your  Reason.  Aflt 
this,  yoa  will  pardoo  a  more  animated  Address,  Intended  to  warm  the  ImaglnaHoi. 
•ud  eicltc  your  activity. 

Of  Prejudice  and  Partiality,  I  renounce  tbe  Charge:  havlnB  alike  argned  again* 
all  Sects  whateTor.  as  I  am  In  reality  perfectly  neutrnl  and  indifferent.  For  Ills 
Sincerity  of  my  Intentions,  I  lay  my  hand  opon  my  heart,  and  appeal  to  tla 
enlightened  TrI banal  of  Heaven. 

Ariae.  therefore,  and  baffle  tbe  Machinations  of  yonr  and  their  Country's  F««. 
Every  Man  of  Vertue,  every  Man  of  Flonour,  wMt  Join  yoa  In  defeating  so  IniqnUoia 
a  Design.  To  overthrew  It,  nothing  Is  wanting  hut  your  own  resolution.  For  grtat 
Is  the  Aothorily,  exalted  tbe  dignity,  and  powerful  the  Majesty  of  the  People.  liA 
shall  yoQ  the  avowed  Enemies  of  TTaurpalton  and  Tyranny,— ah  a  11  yoa  the  Desceod- 
ante  of  Britain,  borne  In  a  Land  of  Light,  and  reared  In  the  Bosom  of  LlbertT.- 
shall  yoo  commence  Cowania  at  a  Time  when  Reason  calls  so  load  for  your  Mil- 
nanlmlty?  I  know  you  scorn  inch  an  Injurious  Aspersion.  I  know  you  disdain  tht 
Thoughts  of  BO  opprobrious  a  Servility:  and  what  Is  more,  I  am  confident  the  MoiKat 
you  exert  a  becoming  Fortitude,  they  will  be  ehamed  out  of  their  iDsoIenee.  Tliry 
will  bluah  at  a  Crime  they  cannot  accomplish,  and  desist  from  Heasnres  they  Hs^ 
nnsuccessful.  Some  of  you.  perhaps.  Imnglne  all  Opposition  nnsvallable.  Banlsli  w 
groundless  n  Fear.  Truth  Is  Omnipotent,  and  Reason  mnst  be  finally  Tlctorlons.  Up 
and  try.  Be  Men,  and  make  tbe  Experiment.  This  Is  your  Dntr.  yonr  bounden,  year 
Indispensable  Duty.    Ages  remote,  and  Mortals  yet  unborn,  will  blcM  yonr  geonoal 
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Efforts;  and  rerere  the  friendly  Hand   that  diverted  the  meditated   Ruin,  as  the 
S«Tlonr  of  hlB  Country. 

The  Love  of  Liberty  Is  natural  to  our  Species,  and  an  Affection  for  Posterity, 
Interwoven  with  the  human  Frame.    Inflamed  with  this  Love,  and  animated  by  this 
A,1feetUm,  oppose  a  Scheme  so  detrimental  to  your  PrlTlIeges,  so  fatal  to  your  Pro- 
Weaj.   Perhaps  you  concelye  the  Business  Is  done.    What!  do  you  take  It  for  granted 
tliat  so  It  must  be!    Do  you  not  then  think  yourselves  free?   Our  Laws,  our  Assem- 
blies, the  Guardianship  of  our  Mother  Country,  the  mildest  and  the  best  of  Kings, 
do  they  not  convince  you  that  hitherto  you  know  not  what  Is  Servitude?    And  will 
yoQ  trifle  with  an  inestimable  Jewel?   Will  you  dance  on  a  Precipice,  and  lay  your 
hand  on  a  Cockatrice's  Den?    Unresisting  will  you  yield,   and  resign  without  a 
■tiQggle?   Win  you  not  even  venture  at  a  Skirmish,  to  bequeath  to  your  Posterity 
tlie  priceless  Treasure  yourselves  enjoy?     Doubtless  you   resent  the  Insinuation. 
Courage  then  my  Brethren.    Reason  Is  for  us,  that  reason  whose  awful  Empire  Is 
ipuned  by  your  Adversaries;  for  such  are  those  whoever  they  be,  that  aspire  to  a 
Bvperiority  above  their  fellow  Subjects.    Whence  then  should  proceed  your  Remlss- 
am  In  a  Concern  so  momentous?    When  so  tame  a  Submission,  so  Ignominious  a 
Compliance?  Thou  Genius  of  Liberty  dispensing  unnumber'd  Blessings!   Thou  Spirit 
CC  Patriotism  ever  watchful  for  the  public  Good!    Do  ye  Inspire  us  with  Unanimity 
fa  10  Interesting  a  Cause,  and  we  will  assert  our  Rights  against  the  most  powerful 
Ififaslon! 

APPBIAI«  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 

Ton,  Gentlemen  of  the  Church  of  England,  cannot  but  condemn  the  unaccountable 
imumnce  of  whatever  Persuasion,  presumes  to  rob  you  of  an  equal  Share  in  the 
Qoftmment  of  what  equally  belongs  to  all.  With  what  Indignation  and  Scorn,  must 
IM,  the  most  numerous  and  richest  Congregation  In  this  City,  regard  so  Insolent  an 
Attempt!  You  who  have  the  same  Discipline,  and  the  same  Worship  with  the 
Mother  Church  of  the  Nation,  and  whose  fundamental  Articles  are  embraced  by  all 
piDtestant  Christendom,— what  Colour  of  Reason  can  be  offered  to  deny  you  your 
imt  Proportion  in  the  Management  of  the  College?  Methlnks  a  due  Respect  for  the 
aitlonal  Church,  nay  common  Decency  and  good  Manners,  are  sufficient  to  check 
flie  presumptuous  Attempt,  and  redden  the  Claimant  with  a  guilty  Blush.  Resent, 
tbevefore,  so  shameless  a  Pretence,  so  audacious  an  Incroachment. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  DUTCH  CHURCH. 

Nor  can  yon  Gentlemen  of  the  Dutch  Church,  retrospect  the  Zeal  of  your  Ances- 
ton  In  stipulating  for  the  Enjoyment  of  their  religious  Privileges,  at  the  Surrender 
tf  the  Province,  without  a  becoming  Ardor  for  the  same  Model  of  public  Worship 
which  they  were  so  anxious  in  preserving  to  you  In  its  primitive  Purity.  Or  higher 
•tin,  to  trace  the  Renown  of  your  Progenitors,  recollect  their  Stand,  their  glorious 
tnd  ever  memorable  Stand  against  the  Yoke  of  Thraldom,  and  all  the  horrors  of 
(eeleslastic  Villainy,  its  inseparable  Concomitants.  For  their  Inviolable  Attachment 
to  pore  unadulterated  Protestantism,  and  the  inestimable  Blessings  of  Freedom  dvll 
iBd  sacred.  History  will  resound  their  deathless  Praises;  and  adorned  with  the  pre- 
dow  Memorials  of  their  heroic  and  Insuppresslble  Struggles  against  Imposition  and 
OespotlBm,  will  shine  with  eternal  and  undecaylng  Splendor.  Impell'd  by  their 
flhittrious  Example,  disdain  the  Thoughts  of  a  servile  Acquiescence  in  the  usurped 
Dominion  of  others,  who  will  inevitably  swallow  up  and  absorb  your  Churches,  and 
dbce  even  the  Memory  of  your  having  once  formed  so  considerable  a  Distinction. 
Pity  methlnks  it  would  be  and  highly  to  be  deplored,  that  you  should,  by  your  own 
'<>Uy.  gradnmlly  crumble  into  Ruin,  and  at  length  sink  Into  total  and  irrecoverable 
ObUvion. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  PRB8BTTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Bemember  GeEtlemen  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  remember  with  a  sacred 
JetIoiiB7,  the  countless  Sufferings  of  your  pious  Predecessors,  for  Liberty  of  Con- 
Klenoe,  and  the  Bight  of  private  Judgment.    What  Afflictions  did  they  not  endure. 
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what  n^ry  Trials  did  tber  aot  eDcounler.  tvfore  the;  fonnil  In  tbli  remote  Coi 
tbe  Eartb.  tbat  Sanctaarr  and  Requiem  wblcb  tb«lr  native  80II  InhnmaiilT  1 
tLem?  And  wtJI  you  endanger  that  dear-boiigbt  Toleration  for  whicb  tbej  t 
Into  Toluotar;  Banlabment,  (or  which  they  asonlwd.  and  for  wblch  tbej 
TVhnt  droTe  your  AnceatorB  lo  tbia  Connlry,  then  a  Dreaiy  Waste  and  a  I 
I>esertT  What  forced  them  (rom  tbe  Land  of  tbelr  Farbera,  the  macb-IOTed  I 
where  first  tbey  drew  the  vital  air?  What  rompelled  Ibem  to  open  to  UtemH 
passage  Into  these  more  fortanate  Climes?  Was  It  not  tbe  Bage  of  FersecDtk 
a  lawlesB  Intolerance?  Did  they  not  seek  an  Asylum  amopgat  tbe  Hnta  of  81 
more  hospitable,  more  humanized  tbaa  their  mercDesa  Oppressors?  Could  ( 
stop  or  Tempest  retard  tbetr  Flight,  n-ben  Freedom  waa  attacked  and  Corn 
was  tbe  Qoestlon?  And  will  yoa  eotall  on  yonr  Posterity  that  Bandage,  to  1 
which  they  braved  the  rsKlug  Deep,  and  penetrated  the  howling  Wilderness! 

APPEAL.  TO  THS  QOAKBBS. 

Vou.  my  Friends.  In  Derision  called  Qaattera.  have  always  approved  yoiu 
Lovers  of  civil  and  religious  Liberty:  and  of  universal  Benevolence  to  Ua 
And  tbo'  you  have  been  misrepresented  as  averse  to  human  Learning,  I  an 
dent,  convinced  as  yon  are  of  the  Advantages  of  naeful  Literature,  by  tbe  Wi 
of  yoar  renowned  Apologist,  and  other  celebrated  Aathois  of  your  Fetanaslo: 
woDid  generously  contribute  to  tbe  Support  of  a  College  founded  on  a  (n 
catbollc  Bottom.  But  to  glre  your  Substance  10  tbe  rearing  of  filgotty,  1 
tutoring  Youth  In  the  etitMng  Words  of  Man'i  ranify.  I  know  to  be  repugn 
your  tandld,  your  rational,  your  manly  Way  of  thinking.  Since  tbe  first  Appei 
Of  tbe  Friends.  Ihio'  what  Pcrgerutlons  have  they  not  waded?  With  wbit 
caltles  have  tbey  not  conflicted,  e'er  tbey  could  procnre  the  nnmolested  Ed]o 
of  Iheir  Religion!  This  I  mentiOD  not  to  spur  you  to  revenge  tbe  Indignities  < 
to  your  Brethren,  who  being  now  beyond  the  Reach  of  Opposition  and  Tloleno 
I  am  sure  will  acorn  to  remember  their  Trlbnlalloiis  witb  an  unchristian  R 
ment.  But  to  make  their  Inbumaa  Treatment  a  Watcb-Tower  against  lb 
Inanlts  On  your  UeaceodantE',  Is  but  wise,  prudent  aod  rational.  At  present,  a 
you  ought,  you  en^oy  a  rigbleoua  Toieralloii.  But  bow  long  yon  will  be  a 
boast  the  same  Immunity,  wbeu  the  fountain  of  Learning  Is  directed,  and  ■ 
Offices  of  the  Province  engrossed  by  one  Sect,  God  only  knoiva.  and  yoan  Ji 
at  and  on  your  Oaard. 


Equally  tremeii 
of  the  Moravian 
Limits  of  my  I 
respective  Churvheg. 

Having  thus,  Vv  Connlry-Utit.  accosted  you  as  distinct  Denomination*  of 
tiana,  I  shall  again  address  you  as  Men,  and  reasonable  Beings. 


Consider.  Omttenm.  the  apparent  Iniquity,  the  monstrous  Unreasooableneea 
Claim  1  am  oppoalag.  Are  we  not  ail  members  of  tbe  same  Community!  Ri 
not  an  equal  Right?  Are  we  not  alike  to  contribute  lo  Ihe  anpport  of  tbe  C( 
Whence  then  the  pretensions  of  one  In  Preference  to  tbe  Rest?  Does  not 
Penuaalon  produce  Men  of  Worth  and  Virtue,  conspicuous  for  Sense,  and  reoi 
for  I'roblty?  Why  then  should  one  be  exalted  and  tbe  other  debaaed!  On 
ferred  aod  the  other  rejected?  Bating  the  Last  of  domineering,  no  Sect  can  pi 
any  Motive  for  Monopollilng  the  Whole!  I#t  them  produce  their  Title,  and  n 
aubmlt.  Or  do  they  tbluk  ua  so  poslllaulmons  [bat  we  dare  not  reoist?  Whs 
we  to  be  cboaked  without  attempting  to  struggle  for  Breath!  One  would,  ii 
Imagine  tbe  Butineaa  tca»  ionr,  and  that  with  a  Witness.  One  would  fan 
already  beheld  Blacerg  triumphant,  and  BiQOlm  swaying  her  enormoaa,  her  it 
Sceptre.  But  you,  1  trust,  will  aaauage  their  Malice,  and  confound  tbelr  Di 
You.  I  hope,  will  consider  the  least  Infraction  of  your  Liberties,  as  a  Freli 
greater  Bncroacbmenta.  Boch  always  waa.  and  such  ever  will  be  the  Case.  R 
therefore,  not  an  Inch  from  yosr  Indisputable  Rlgbta.  On  the  Cantisty  ^ 
yonr  Thoughts  freely,  nor  loiter  a  Moment  In  an  Affair  of  aucb  nnapeakalde  < 
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ivence.  Yon  have  been  told  It.— Posterity  will  feel  it.  Indolence,  Indolence  has 
»«en  the  source  of  irretrievable  Ruin.  Langour  and  Timidity,  wben  the  Public  is 
>ODcenied.  are  tbe  Origin  of  Evils  mighty  and  innumerable.  Why  then  in  the  name 
tf  Heaven,  should  you  behold  the  Infringement,  supine  and  inanimate?  Why  shpuld 
''on  too  late  deplore  your  Irresolution,  and  with  fruitless  Lamentation  bewail  your 
istooishing,  your  destructive  Credulity?  No;  defeat  the  Scheme  before  it  is  carried 
Dto  Execution.  Countermine  it  e'er  it  proves  irreversible.  Away  with  so  pestilent 
i  Project:  Suffer  it  no  longer  to  haunt  the  Province,  but  stlgmatiae  it  with  the 
Indelible  brands  of  the  most  scandalous  Infamy.  Alas,  when  shall  we  see  the 
Clorioas  Flame  of  Patriotism  lighten  up,  and  blazing  out  with  inextinguishable 
Lustre?   When  shall  we  have  One  Interest,  and  that  Interest  be  the  Common  Ooodt 

To  assert  your  Rights,  doth  your  Resolution  fail  you?  To  resist  the  Domination 
>f  one  Sect  over  the  Rest,  are  you  destitute  of  Courage?  Tamely  will  you  submit, 
tnd  yield  without  a  Contest?  Come  then,  and  by  Imagination's  Aid,  penetrate  into 
Pntarlty.  Behold  your  Offspring  trained  in  Superstition,  and  bred  to  holy  Bondage. 
Behold  the  Province  over-run  with  Priest-craft,  and  every  Office  usurped  by  the 
rnllng  Party! 

Pause,  therefore,  and  consider.  Revolve  the  Consequences  in  a  dispassionate  Mind. 
Welsh  them  in  the  Scale  of  Reason,  in  the  Balance  of  cold  deliberate  Reflection.  By 
the  numberless  Blessings  of  Liberty,  heavenly-born ;— by  the  uncontroulable  Die- 
tites  of  Conscience,  the  Vicegeivnt  of  GOD;— by  the  Horors  of  Persecution,  con- 
eelTed  in  Hell,  and  nursed  at  /2om0;— and  by  the  awful  name  of  Reason,  the  Glory 
of  the  human  Race;  I  conjure  you  to  -pluck  out  this  Thorn,  which  is  incessantly 
•ttnging  and  goading  the  Bosom  of  every  Man  of  Integrity  and  Candour? 

EQUAL.  TOLERATION  THE  BASIS  OF  LIBBRTT. 

Next  to  the  most  patriot  King  that  ever  graced  a  Throne,  and  the  wisest  Laws 
that  ever  Blessed  a  People,  an  equal  Toleration  of  Conscience,  is  Justly  deemed  the 
Basis  of  the  public  Liberty  of  this  Country.  And  will  not  this  Foundation  be  under- 
lined? Will  it  not  be  threatened  with  a  total  Subversion,  should  one  Party  obtain 
the  sole  Management  of  the  Education  of  our  Youth?  Is  it  not  clear  as  the  Sun  in 
hli  Meridian  Splendor,  that  this  Equality,— this  precious  and  never- to-be-surrendered 
^QWlity,  will  be  destroyed,  and  the  Scale  preponderate  in  Favour  of  the  Strongest? 
And  are  we  silent  and  motionless,  to  behold  the  Abolition  of  those  invaluable  Bul- 
warks of  our  Prosperity  and  Repose?  Is  not  the  Man,— the  Man  do  I  call  him?  Is 
Dot  the  Miscreant,  who  refuses  to  repel  their  Destruction,  an  Accomplice  in  the 
Crime?  Does  he  not  agree  to  sacrifice  that  which,  next  to  the  Protection  of  our 
Mother  Country,  constitutes  our  Security,  our  Happiness,  and  our  Glory?  He  Is 
bejond  Question  chargeable  with  this  aggravated  Guilt.- Let  us,  therefore,  strive 
to  have  the  College  founded  on  an  ample,  a  generous,  an  universal  Plan.  Let  not 
'Jie  Seat  of  Literature,  the  Abode  of  the  Muses,  and  the  Nurse  of  Science;  be  trans- 
'onned  into  a  Cloister  of  Bigots,  an  habitation  of  Superstition,  a  Nursery  of  ghostly 
'>ranny,  a  School  of  rabbinical  Jargon.  The  Legislature  alone  should  have  the 
direction  of  so  important  an  Establishment.  In  their  Hands  it  Is  safer,  incompar- 
bly  safer,  than  in  those  of  a  Party,  who  will  instantly  discover  a  Thrift  for  Domin- 
«.  and  lord  It  over  the  rest. 

Come  on  then.  My  Country-Men,  and  awake  out  of  your  Lethargy!  Start,  O  start, 
T>m  your  Trance!  By  the  Inconquerable  Spirit  of  the  ancient  Britons;- by  the 
enlus  of  that  Constitution  which  abhors  every  Species  of  Vassalage;— by  the 
latterable  Miseries  of  Priest-Craft,  reducing  Nations  and  Ehnpires  to  Beggary  and 
>ndage;— by  the  august  Title  of  Englishmen,  ever  impatient  of  lawless  tyrannic 
lie;— by  the  grand  Prerogatives  of  Human  Nature,  the  lovely  image  of  the  infinite 
»ity;— and  what  Is  more  than  all.  by  that  Liberty  whereuHth  Christ  has  set  ua  free;^ 
exhort,  I  beseech,  I  obtest,  I  Implore  you,  to  expostulate  the  Case  with  your 
*presentatives,  and  testify  your  abhorrence  of  so  perlilins,  so  detestable  a  Plot. 

imitation  of  the  Practice  of  your  Brethren  in  England,  when  an  Affair  of  Moment 
on  the  Carpet,  petition  your  respective  Members  to  take  it  into  their  serious  Con- 
leration.  Acquaint  them  with  your  Sentiments  of  the  Matter,  and  I  doubt  not, 
vj  will  remoTe  the  Cause  of  your  Disquiet,  by  an  Interposition  necessary  to  the 
blie  Prtwperity,  and  eventual  of  their  own  immortal  Honour.— Indepmdent  Refltektr, 
,  87-90. 
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The  Classis  of  AMSTSBDilu. 

Address  to   the   Consistory   of   G«rmantown   and   Philadelphii,  I 

May  7,  1753. 

Honorable  aod  Higbl;  RcTereod  Gentlem^ii,   (he  Pulor  and  Elden  at  tbc 
Datcb  Cbarcb.  at  Pblladelphln  and  QermaDion-n:— 

Prom  a  copy  of  ;onr  letter.  Rct.  Gcntlpinea,  to  the  Depatstl  8r>ii>dl.  Wnt  U  <■ 
tbrongh  H.  Stelntr,  ve  hare  learned  aboDt  (he  dlOlcuKies  which  have  anMd  i 
•epantloD  betweea  four  conKrcgalioti  (GerQiBnlonn}  and  that  ol  PbJUdelphU,  ail 
wUch  act,  70a,  Jtcv.  GentlemeD.  deemed  advlssble;  nod  alio  that  fon  deain  » 
obtain  trom  the  Smod  aaolber  minister  and  scboolmaatcr. 

Oar  aniletj  to  know  about  (be  welfare  of  tbc  ZIoti  In  PennsylTanla,  compdl  ■!> 
lequest  ;on.  ReT.  Gentlemeu,  In  a  frieadly  and  fraternal  manner,  to  let  ni  bwvtkt 
tme  coDdltlan  of  this  i^aee,  What  !■  the  reason,  and  in  what  nuuiaer  have  too  M 
Gennantown)  and  the  cbarcb  of  Pblladelpbia,  cboeen  new  panorsl 

Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  seen  no  reBu>D>  whj  tbe  relation  wU^  Md 
Schlatter  suatalna  to  the  congrcentlon,  and  the  relation  whlcb  tbe  congresatltia  tm- 
taloa  to  blm.  abould  be  diagolied.  The  dpclarallon  (rcccra),  algned  b;  Mr.  8cU(tlW^ 
a  cop7  of  which  was  forwarded  to  lu  bj-  Meaan.  Stelner  and  Bubel,  bai  ■  Jtrf  H^ 
plcloui  look  to  Da.  We  cannot  dlscorec  (be  rcaaon  whr  ancb  deelaiatton  (raM4 
abould  have  been  demanded,  noltber.  alio,  whr  it  waa  granted,  InsamDcb  aa  It  M 
not  ai  all  concern  the  cburcb  at  Germantown. 

We  hsTe  long  pondered  (he  matter,  and.  rot  without  reason,  ve  consider  that  Mb 
Scblatter  has  dlsUngulabed  hltnseir  by  bis  cITorts  In  behalf  of  tbe  Cbarcb  of  CbiU 
Id  Pennsjlianla.  De  also,  nhlle  here,  rendered  her  rer;  valuable  aerrlce*.  Heicr 
It  looks  strange  to  ua  that  lu  man;  special  liters  aceusatlous  are  broDftil  V 
against  him.  We  cannot  condemn  him,  because  hla  guilt  I9  not  adeqnatelj'  ptoiw. 
We  greallr  regret  lliat  so  Kreal  lutrLd  luHBid  Kcr.  iiclilaLtcr  bad  arlaen  on  acceut 
Of  the  donations  from  Halland-monefS  collected  rears  ago.  More  recentlj  beta 
really  received  the  monej  from  Rein  and  lias  rendered  au  account  to  our  CIsmK 
and  Synod.  Neither  can  It  be  unHnown  to  jou.  Rev.  Gentlemen  that  be  "■ 
acquitted  at  Philadelphia  b;  the  appointed  Judges,  after  a  tbomngb  eiamlnatM  tf 
tbe  whole  matter.    Tbe  original  Acts  may  be  found  in  po&aeaslon  of  our  Synods. 

NeverthelcBB.  yon,  Rev.  GentlemeD.  will  not  at  all  accept  our  vlewa.  Tod  act  as  It 
ne  were  assuming  authority  over  your  congregation,  or  ivere  trying  to  Impose  Hr. 
Scblatter  or  some  otie  else  upon  you.  It  matters  little  to  us  by  whom  yonr  eeaf*' 
gatloD  Is  fed  and  edified  as  long  as  It  Is  really  done  at  all. 

We  extend  the  brotherly  band  to  yon  as  well  aa  to  tbe  other  floagregatloai  B 
they  only  Mke  them  ot  the  Coctufl.  and  accept  of  our  anggeatlona.  Otherwise,  n»- 
Oentlemen  will  not  think  It  wrong.  If  we  do  not  larlsb  our  donations  wbcn  «" 
advice  Is  not  regarded. 

Resolved  cwni  ro(o.    Amsterd.    Uay  7th  1759. 

G.  Knienkamp.         J.  de  Jonge,         T.  Alb.  van  Hoyden,  J.  J.  KN*t 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ahstebdau. 
Letter  to  Haagoort, 
1753,  May  7tli.  Art.  3.  The  Kev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exterae  mJ 
a  letter  in  reply  to  the  letter  sent  to  us  by  Rev.  Haagort,  ditrf 
December  10,  1752,  for  reference  to  which  see  previous  Ac**- 
The  Rev,  Assembly  approved  the  answer  of  the  Depp,  thereof 
and  the  letter  shall  be  sent  off.    xii.  338. 
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Letter  from  Wemich, 
Art  8.  A  letter  was  read  from  John  EmiliuB  Wemich  of 
ttone  Arabia,  (N.T.),  dated  September  14,  1752,  addressed  to 
tr.  Hoedemaker,  p.m.(  ?)  Vide  Acta,  Art.  10,  of  the  previous 
!9«BsiB.  No  answer  shall  be  returned  thereto,  until  further  word 
htQ  have  come  from  the  Coetua  of  Pennsylvania,  whea  action 
hill  be  taken  thereon  as  occasion  may  determina    xii.  S39. 

A  Letter  from  Jamaica  Answered. 
Art  9.     A  letter  from  Jamaica,  (Long  Idand),  by  Simon  van 
tifoiHdwyk,  etc,  and  the  answer  thereto  by  the  Depp,  ad  res 
Ezteras,  having  been  read,  the  answer  was  approved,  and  shall 
>e  forwarded,    xii.  339. 

A  Letter  from  New  York,  with  the  Acta  of  Coetus, 

and  the  answer  thereto. 

Art  10.    A  letter  from  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  and  the  Acta 

ttf  the  Coetua,  of  September  21,  1752,  were  read ;  also  the  answer 

tliereto  by  our  Deputati.     This  was  approved  with  thanks  to  the 

Snthreu  for  th^r  trouble,     xii.  339. 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Aubtebdau. 

-Hie  Clasais  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  Gerard  Haaghoort,  May  7, 

1753,  Vol.  31,  page  9,  No.  6. 

To  Ber.  Baacboort  at  Becood  Rlrer.  (Belleville.  N.  J.) 
*"-  BiMlicr;— 

''ong  with  other  lettng  roa  irlll  receive  one  addreesed  ta  tbe  Committee  on  tbe 
2*^  of  Ser.  Mnieltai  ot  Tappao.  Tbis  Is  Id  answer  to  tbe  Cotnmlttee'a  letter  of 
r|*-  i,  IKl.  wbleb  ve  received  In  Marcb.  (1753.)  We  bave  also  received  the  enclosed 
T^T  ot  Dec.  U,  MM.  In  answer,  we  aay.  Id  reference  to  the  letters  written  to  as 
[*^  IT  and  Dec.  a,  17G1,  that  we  Itlll  bold  onrMlvea  to  the  letter  written  b;  na  on 
^t^lJBl. 


>>  Rference  to  Bcv.  Marlnns:  We  nnderstaad  from  yoar  letters  as  well  as  from 
**  Acta  of  tbe  Ooetns  of  Sept.  17S2  Chat  this  gentleman  was  examined  and  qualified 
"*  the  ministry  by  tbe  Coetas  of  New  York,  la  order  to  become  tbe  preacher  at 
2*>*ckiiDonirk,  which  cOQBregatlon  belong*  to  the  Ooetus  of  New  York.  It  fallows 
^■t  be  moat  be  eiamlned  by  that  body  and  oot  by  the  Coetns  of  Pennajlvanla. 
Jfhether  the  Synod,  (which  gave  Its  consent  to  the  request  of  Kev,  Schlatter)  was 
■  3  >Jeiv  York,  Is  not  known  to  na.  Bat  that  we 
F  something  about  tbe  chnrcbes  of  New  York, 
learn  from  the  Act«  of  tbe  Synod;  nor  do  we 
sng  In  sending  a  letter  to  Het.  Do  Bois. 
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And  altboogb  tbe  Sroad  hu  glTen  anthorlt;  to  eiamlne  S«t.  Ukrlniu,  Mc„  ft 
act  of  thetn  doea  Dot  slie  oar  Classical  Aaaemblr  the  aame  rlgbt  and  pown, 
Slant  BQcb  B  privilege  to  tbe  Coetna  of  New  York;  and  ron  foncaelTM  kno*  II 
tbe  ClaaalB  abaotatelr  prohlblta  tbts  rlgbt. 

Ton  deilre  to  havr  the  exact  opinion  o(  the  Claasla  on  tbia  labject:  tbat  ire  itM 
Sire  out  advice  In  order  to  HTold  all  diacord;  and  wbetber  there  are  no  nuai* 
which  thlB  coald  be  accomplished.  We  cheerCnll;  labor,  and  tt7  aa  hard  ai  w>a 
to  correct  mattera  bf  onr  deliberation!  and  adTlce.  Bat  oar  own  paatoitl  M 
do  not  allow  ua  to  gl*«  parllcalar  attention  to  all  little  dlfflcoltlM  brongbt  « 
an  iDdlTldoal  pastori  and  eren  affelra  which  haTO  relation  In  oommon  to  all  I 
chnrcbei  ot  New  York  cannot  well  be  Bdmlnlatered  by  as,  so  long  ••  tbej  ani 
regnlarlr  bronght  Dp  throogb  the  Ber.  Coetna  ot  New  Tork. 

Partbennore,  considering  the  lemarks  which  roD  nude  on  tbe  union  of  tb»(0 
man  Heformed)  Cbarch  of  P»nns;lTSnlB  with  that  of  the  Scotch  PreabTterUMl ) 
will  And  In  the  Acta  of  the  ajnod  of  ITS],  Art.  U,  and  In  thoee  or  17U,  Art.  *,  0 
that  Christian  Assembly  does  not  give  Its  sanction  to  snch  a  union.  We  aljo  ko 
on  account  of  reeaona  therein  foand,  and  to  avoid  other  dllOcnltlea.  that  tbe  cbud 
of  New  York  will  gaard  thenwclTea  against  aeparatlon  from  tbe  National  Chaiti 
Holland. 

Bememberlng  jon  la  onr  prajera,  we  reioalD  with  leapect,  RcTerend  Brotbeti 

Vonr  obedient  aerranta  and  Petlow-worken,  tbe  Memben  of  the  OaaM 
Amaterdami  In  the  Name  of  all. 

Jacob  de  Jonge,  V.  t>.  H.,  Aniat  Dep.  CI.  b.  t.  Piae««. 
John  Albert  van  Moyden,  Ecc.  Amet.  Dep.  CI.  b.  t  SnOi 
Done  In  onr  Classical  Asaemblr  at 
Amaterdam,  Uaj  7,  17U. 


Acts  of  the  Clabsis  op  Amstebdah. 
Classifl  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  Kew  York,  May  7,  171 
Vol.  31,  page  13,  No.  8. 
To  the  Coetus  of  New  York. 
Rev,   and   Very-learned   Gentlemen,   and  ilnch-beloved  Fello 
workers : 
We  were  very  much  pleased  to  receive  on  the  19th  of  April 
the  present  year,  (1753)  your  letter  of  Sept.  19th  1762,  sigi 
with  the  names  of  Bev.   Fryenmoet  as  President  and  Eer.  . 
Bonde,  as  scribe,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Kev.  Gentlemen, 
addition  to  this  we  also  received  the  Acta  Coetus,  held  on  Se 
19th  and  following  days,  1752  with  an  annexed  ducument ' 
lating  to  New  Paltz.     We  heartily  thank  you  for  your  goodm 
in  sending  us  these  records  and  other  documents,  and  we  prom 
on  our  part  that  we  will  not  be  lacking  in  maintaining  this  e 
respondence,  so  desirable  and  necessary,  and  we  pray  the  I* 
to  add  his  blessing  to  it.     It  is  cause  of  much  joy  and  a  go 
ground  of  hope  that  the  Lord  will  not  withhold  his  blesaiiig 
that  we  notice  in  your  letter  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Coeb 
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t  love  and  peace  with  general  harmony  prevail  among  you, — 
1  in  such  a  place  the  Lord  will  dwelL 

Especially  must  w©  inform  you  that  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam 
eived  with  thanMuInees  the  accoont  of  your  deliberations  in 

case  of  Mr.  MarinuB.  We  think  it  was  advisable  to  examine 
t  gentleman  in  the  Coetua  of  New  York  inasmuch  as  Aquack- 
)nck  belongs  to  that  Coetus.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  he  gave 
much  satisfaction,  that  you  had  no  objection  to  advance  him 
1  ordain  him  to  the  ministry.  We  trust  that  the  Most  High 
1  use  him  as  a  blessed  instrument  in  his  hand  for  the  ingather- 
;  of  souls,  and  the  establishment  of  others  in  Uie  faith  of  our 
rd  Jesus  Christ. 

We  hope  that  that  which  is  determined  concerning  Oyaterbay 
i  Jamaica  may  be  followed  with  good  results.  Moreover,  it  is 
r  duty  to  inform  yon  of  the  reception  of  a  letter  from  Jamaica 

the  12th  (  ?)  dated  Feb.  3rd,  1753,  and  signed  by  Simeon 
in  Noortt?yck,  Abraham  Schenck,  Faulus  Amerman  and 
miel  Durye,  in  the  capacity  of  a  Consistory  of  Queens  County. 
this  they  complain  of  Bev.  Bitzema  in  that  he  had  appointed  a 
naistory  without  the  consent  of  the  congregation,  and  that  that 
nsistory  was  ordained  in  the  English  Presbyterian  Church. 
lej  say  that  they  will  not  recognize  it  as  legal,  following  therein 
i  example  of  the  churches  of  Newtown  and  Hempstead ;  and 
it  the  Coetus  of  New  York  has  recognized  this  Consistory  and 
idemned  them  without  trial,  for  they  were  not  summoned.  The 
abtiehment  of  this  Consistory  then,  by  Rev.  Ritzema,  is  the 
Bon  why  the  four  congregations  cannot  call  a  pastor.  There- 
'6  they  have  protested  and  appealed  to  Classis.  In  a  postscript 
y  further  say,  that  some  of  the  adherents  of  Coetschius  are  still 
empting  to  force  a  certain  Mr,  T.  Komeyn  upon  their  congre- 
ions. 

We  deem  it  our  duty,  for  the  sake  of  our  brotherly  correspond- 
:e,  to  give  you,  in  brief,  the  contents  of  that  document,  nor 
1  we  keep  secret  the  answer  to  that  letter. 
'  That  we,  after  having  shown  our  grief  on  account  of  the 
isions  among  them,  find  ourselves  not  able  to  deliberate  on  the 
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matter  they  have  brought  up,  because  of  lack  of  clear  light  d 
the  subject;  and  also  because  the  act  in  dispute  was  not  in 
legal,  inasmuch  aa  it  was  not  certified  by  the  Coetua,  which  i 
to  have  been  done.  Other  reasons  were  also  mwitioEed.  Fa 
thermore,  we  have  advised  them  to  take  part  (in  the  Coetosl) 
seeking  in  spirit  of  love  to  put  an  end  to  the  discord.  We  hff 
therefore,  impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  exereisiii^  ji 
as  far  as  possible,  love,  peace  and  harmony." 

Now  our  loving  request  to  you,  Gentlemen,  is  that  yon  l 
have  the  goodness  to  uphold  these  views  with  all  your  poweis.    . 
much  as  possible,  direct  affairs  that  no  further  difficulties  in 
arise,  and  that  those  which  now  exist  may  be  brought  to  an  eaU 
through  a  spirit  of  meekness,  and  in  behalf  of  the  peace  of  tM 
Church.     We   trust  that   this  may  be  accomplished,   while  iM 
commit  this  case  to  your  wisdom  and  prudence,  especially  W 
affair  of  the  said  Romeyn.     We  also  ask  you  to  give  va  man 
light  on  the  whole  subject. 

We  have  read  with  satisfaction  in  your  Acta  the  advice  -wiaik 
yon  have  given  to  Rev.  Van  Sindenon,  viz.,  to  visit  all  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  congregations  on  Long  Island,  and  in  a  frateniil 
manner  to  admonish  the  disobedient  ones.  We  hope  he  has  no- 
cesafully  performed  this  duty,  and  that  he  has  won  the  hitheiU 
refractory  ones  by  kindness  and  gentleness.  It  grieves  us  to  bear 
that  Bev.  Arondeus  still  continues  obstinate,  and  that  tronUv 
and  difficulties  continue.  We  have  shown  heretofore  our  pro- 
found interest  in  this  whole  affair,  in  our  letter  to  you  of  Dec  5, 
1752,  wherein  we  gave  our  opinion.  Therefore  we  do  not  enlaige 
on  this  matter  now,  but  hope  to  hear  good  news  concerning  it  in 
another  letter.  We  also  learn  with  satisfaction  that  the  buainea 
with  P.  De  Wind  is  brought  to  an  end ;  that  the  sentence  *w 
carried  out  to  which  he  bad  justly  subjected  liimself,  and  that 
he  has  gone  to  the  West  Indies.  Hb  sentence  was  based  apoa 
the  Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Netherland  (Neder  Veluwe !),  and  wt 
on  the  letters  of  Rev.  Wynstok.  We  have  written  to  P.  De  Wisd 
as  well  as  to  you,  more  particularly  on  this  matter.  (Deo.  S, 
1752),  that  if  he  had  any  charges  against  Rev.  Wynatok,  (wiodt 
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we  DO  relation  to  our  judgment  in  this  case),  he  must  make  his 
tmplaint  to  the  judges  -who  are  competent  in  the  case.  These 
■e  difficult  and  unpleasant  matters  which,  we  could  have  wished, 
id  never  occurred. 

Since  we  are  at  present  hindered  hy  many  things,  we  take  the 
Jerty  to  refer  you  to  that  which  we  wrote  you  on  July  17th  and 
ec.  5th  1752.  From  this  you  have  already  seen  that  we  have 
Ten  our  consent  to  the  separation  of  the  churches  of  the  Paltz 
id  Kingston ;  also  that  we  have  allowed  the  calling  of  the  Kev. 
rooman  (to  the  former)  and  have  qualifiGd  him  accordingly.  He 
ft  in  April  of  the  present  year,  (1755)  together  with  those  other 
mtlemen,  Jakobus  and  Ferdinand  Frehnghuysen.  James 
dimieman  was  examined  by  our  Classis  on  Jan,  9th  1753,  and 
rdiined  as  pastor  of  the  Catskill,  et«.  They  have  agreed  to  unite 
ith  tho  Coetus.  May  the  Lord  guide  them  in  their  journey  that 
liey  may  arrive  in  safety  to  build  up  Zion  in  your  midst. 

Finally,  we  must  testify  our  grief  concerning  the  bad  conduct 
nd  unfortunate  condition  of  Rev.  Muzelius,  On  this  subject  the 
lev.  Deputati  of  the  Coetus  wrote  us  on  Dec.  10th  1752,  which 
re  answered  on  April  2nd  1753,  which  we  suppose  you  have 
Iretdy  read.  We  therefore  rest  therein,  as  we  would  not  trouble 
Km  to  read  the  same  thing  twice. 

Having  nothing  more  of  importance  to  write,  we  close.  We 
xnunend  you,  Eev.  Gentlemen,  and  all  who  are  dear  to  you,  with 
^therly  affection  to  the  Lord  and  the  word  of  his  grace. 

The  Lord  enlighten,  support,  help  and  comfort  you,  and  bless 
pat  labor  unto  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

We  call  ourselves,  Rev,  Gentlemen  and  Respected  and  Beloved 
brethren,  Your  obedient  servants,  the  Members  of  the  Classis 

Amsterdam,  of 

In  the  name  of  all, 
Jakobus  Jonge,  V.D.M.  Amst.  Depp.  Classis,  h.  t  Praesee. 
John  Albert  van  Muyden,  V.D.M.  Amst.  Depp.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
^  oar  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  May  7th,  1753. 
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Acts  op  the  Clabsis  op  Austekdam. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  in  Queens  Coiintj    ^ 

Long  Island,  May  7,  1753.     Vol.  31,  p.  17,  No.  9. 
To  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren  in  Queens  Cooiil;, 

Island,  J.  Van  Noordwyk,  A.  Schenck,  G.  Anunennas,  B    - 

Durye,  at  Jamaica : — 

We  received  your  letter  from  Jamaica  on  the  12th  

which  was  dated  Feb.  3rd  1753,  and  signed  by  the  ConsistoTy 
Queens  County,  Long  Island.  We  learned  therefrom  with  gncf 
that  the  formation  of  a  Consistory  by  Kev.  Ritzema,  alUun^ 
declared  legal  by  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  had  occasioned  i 
trouble.  This  we  considered  the  more  deplorable,  since  we 
so  often  attempted  to  make  an  end  of  these  difficulties  on  Lml 
Island,  and  bring  about  a  restoration  of  peace.  We  are,  ti 
fore,  especially  grieved  to  learn  that  these  dames  of  discord 
not  yet  been  extinguished. 

We  would  gladly  give  further  advice,  but  we  are  obliged  tJ 
say  that  we  are  not  able,  because  we  have  received  no  furths 
light  on  matters  by  your  letters.  We  cannot  pronounce  jndp 
ment  on  the  ease,  because  we  have  knowledge  only  from  one  sJt 
Ton  write  that  you  have  appealed  unto  Classis  on  this  matter.  Of 
thifl  we  do  not  find  any  mention  in  the  Acta  Coetus  sent  us.  W« 
suppose,  therefore,  you  have  not  put  your  appeal  in  writiiift 
which  must  previously  be  done,  giving  also  the  reasons  for  tSf 
same.  Only  in  such  a  way  can  an  appeal  be  made  to  Clua^. 
Nevertheless  we  woidd  be  glad  to  consider  the  matter,  and  h»w 
the  difficulty  ended,  that  the  fires  of  discord  may  not  become 
greater  by  the  prolongation  of  the  strife,  destroying  everytof 
about  it.  We  trust  that  the  God  of  Love  may  incline  the  hearts 
alienated  to  love,  peace  and  friendship ;  for  only  uuder  such  0^ 
cmnstances  can  God  bestow  his  blessing,  which  is  Life.  We  tmit 
that  you.  Rev.  Gentlemen,  will  be  as  on©  in  bringing  this  about 
May  our  brotherly  advice  and  admonitions  be  accepted  by  yos, 
that  you  appear  as  examples  to  others.  Let  there  be  no  vain  en*- 
piciona  nor  underground  prejudice,  suspecting  those  of  partuli^r 
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ist  oflScially  consider  and  decide  respecting  th^se  evils  in 
of  the  Lord.  We  will  be  most  happy  to  hear  that  the 
ations  are  again  living  in  peace.  We  wish  in  every  pos- 
ly  to  promote  their  welfare,  and  therefore  we  will  not 
V  ourselves,  even  if  the  matter  cannot  be  brought  to  a 
ion  at  once  by  the  Coetus.  We  will  deliberate  on  the 
re  carefully  when  we  have  received  another  letter  from 
the  Coetus.  Further,  Brethren,  may  the  Lord  be  with  you, 
at  you  all  the  necessary  light  and  wisdom  to  enable  you 
•lish  peace  among  the  now  distracted  members  of  the 

ign  our  names  with  love  and  affection,  Rev.  Q^ntlemen 

thren.  Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren.  The  Members 

lassis  of  Amsterdam, 

Li  the  name  of  all, 

Jacob  de  Jonge,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses 

J.  A.  Van  Muyden,  Ecc.  Amst.  Dep.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

classical  Assembly  at  Amsterdam,  May  7,  1763. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

3sis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Deputies  of  the  Synods  of  South 
orth  Holland,  May  7,  1753. '  (As  to  the  right  of  licensing 
rdaining  in  the  East  Lidies.  The  same  Principle  partially 
able  to  America.)  Vol.  31,  No.  10,  page  19 

iTery  Reverend,  the  Deputies  of  the  Synods  of  South  and 

North  Holland: 

tleverenced.  Godly  and  Veiy  Learned  Sirs : — 

r  last  meeting  of  the  Classis,  held  April  2nd,  1753,  we 
from  the  mouths  of  your  very  Revd.  brethren,  Messrs. 
mp  and  Van  den  Broek,  that  your  Reverences  wished  and 
'  know  whether  our  Classis  could  give  your  Reverences 
t  on  a  certain  Church  Order,  introduced  in  the  East  Indies, 
the  right  of  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Batavia  to  qualify 
3  and  candidates.  Reference  was  specially  made  to  the 
1623,  1628,  1629,  1630,  Aug.  5,  1631;  also  1643,  1644, 
ec  17, 1671,  Aug.  14,  1674. 
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It  was  a  pleasure  to  us  to  comply  with  jour  Bererencea' 
and  desire ;  and  so  we  requested  and  recommended  oar  1 
on  Foreign  Affairs  to  make  a  careful  investigation  in  n 
to  these  matteis.  We  have  the  honor  of  communicating  1 
to  your  Bevs.  what  has  come  to  our  knowledge  of  those 
mentioned.  And,  first  of  all,  we  would  speak  of  the  qi 
of  ministers  and  candidates  in  the  Indies. 

In  1662  the  Assembly  of  their  Honors,  the  Seventeen  (I 
of  the  Company)  took  action  to  send  candidates  to  India 
didates.  After  rendering  good  proof  of  their  ability,  the 
then  be  qualified  as  ministers  in  the  Indies.  In  the  y( 
the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  remonstrated,  in  the  name  o: 
Classes  where  there  are  Chambers,  (Offices  of  the  lud 
panies)  with  the  candidates  to  be  examined  and  qualifie' 
country,  as  heretofore.  Hereupon  report  was  made  to  th 
April  26,  1663  to  the  effect  that  the  Assembly  of  the  S 
had  resolved  to  proceed  after  the  old  order,  and  to  a 
candidates  sent  from  here  to  be  first  examined,  and,  wit 
on  of  hands,  ordained,  to  the  second  ministry.  It  is  t 
marked  here  that  those  of  Batavia  had  themselves  urged 
Classis  to  make  this  request,  and  were  rejoiced  at  the  1 
action  taken. 

Nevertheless,  those  of  Batavia  did  shortly  after,  in 
1667,  and  several  times  subsequently,  to  the  displeasure 
churches  in  the  Indies,  qualify  Visitors  of  the  Sick  as  ca 
and  then  qualify  these  candidates  as  ministers. 

In  1671,  Arts.  12-15,  and  in  1672,  Art.  11,  the  Synod 
Holland  took  strict  action  against  such  procedure  for  bi( 
same  by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Assembly  of  the  S' 
Answer  was  received  purporting  that  their  Honors  wc 
such  action  in  the  matter,  as,  they  doubted  not,  would  be  i 
to  the  Churches. 

In  1671  the  Consistory  of  Batavia  complains  of  the  < 
Amsterdam  for  disputing  its  right  thereto ;  and  it  now 
again  three  candidates,  and  calls  upon  the  Synods  of  S 
North  Holland  and  the  Classis  of  Walcheren  to  help 
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maintaining  that  right.  The  deputies  of  the  Synod,  together  with 
the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  have  in  possession  the 
letter  written  from  Batavia,  December,  1671  to  the  Synod,  and 
aj^roved  by  Synod,  1679,  Art.  11,  a  copy  of  which  is  kept  in  the 
Synodical  Chest. 

An  extract  of  this  letter  is  to  be  found  in  the  Acts  of  Synod 
of  South  Holland  held  at  Breda  in  the  year  1752,  Art.  5. 

In  1675,  Arts.  8  &  9,  the  Synod  wrote  again  in  reply  to  it. 
-According  to  Acts  of  Synod,  1677,  Art.  8,  9,  those  of  Batavia 
Glared  that  they  were  following  the  judgement  of  the  Synod, 
*nd  had  never  done  otherwise ;  but  still  they  kept  talking  about 
their  rights.  The  Synod  thereupon  resolves  to  await  first  an 
tnswer  to  the  letter  written  by  the  Synod  in  1675. 

In  1679  the  Synod  is  surprised  at  not  having  received  an  answer 
to  its  last  letter.  It  regards  this  fact  as  showing  that  those  of 
Batavia  (do  not?)  submit  themselves  to  the  judgement  of  the 
Synod.  If  fresh  instances  should  occur,  these  must  be  com- 
oiunicated  to  the  Synod. 

In  November,  1747  the  Classis,  in  name  of  the  Synod  com- 
plained to  the  Assembly  of  their  Honors,  the  Seventeen,  about 
flie  qualifying  of  candidates  and  ministers  in  the  Indies.  That 
!H)niplaint  is  renewed  in  April,  1748,  and  again  in  September, 
1748;  and,  at  last,  answer  was  received  to  the  effect  that  the 
AjBembly  of  the  Seventeen  had  pre\aously  authorized  the  Con- 
riatoiy  of  Batavia  in  the  matter.  On  the  22nd  of  October,  1749 
4ie  Classis,  in  name  of  the  Synod  requested  that  the  Consistory 
t>f  Batavia  might  be  restrained,  except  in  a  few  cases,  with  the 
biowledge  of  the  highest  Church  Assembly  in  Netherland.  It 
^^  replied  that  this  right  had  been  accorded  the  India  Churches, 
almost  from  the  organization  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
^hat  measures  would  be  taken  against  the  abuse  of  it.  In  1750 
tte  Classis  did,  pursuant  to  Synodical  resolution,  request  the 
Chamber  of  Amsterdam  never  again,  (as  had  happened,  at 
Colombo),  to  examine  one,  by  a  single  Consistory,  upon  the  simple 
proposal  of  the  High  Government.  The  Chamber  forwarded  this 
^uest  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Seventeen.    On  the  6th  of  October, 
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1751,  the  Classis  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  renewed  it  brfon 
the  Assembly  of  the  Seventeen.  The  reply  was  that  their  Honmi 
would  take  it  into  consideration. 

This,  Honorable  Sirs,  is  what  we  have  for  your  informi^ 
on  the  one  part  of  your  Honors'  request. 

As  to  the  second  part,  that  of  a  certain  Church  Order  introdood 
in  the  East  Indies,  we  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  joar 
Reverences,  that  the  matter  has  been  acted  on  as  recorded  in  it 
Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  from  1623  to  1630  indnsim; 
from  which  your  Revs,  can  obtain  additional  light. 

We  have  found  further  that  those  of  Eatavia  did,  in  December, 
1644,  send  on  to  the  Classis,  a  Church  Order  made  in  1643. 

This  Church  Order  is  to  be  found  in  "  Valentyn's  Old  and  Net 
East  Indies." 

But  the  Classis  deemed  it  to  be  injurious,  and  wrote  to  tho* 
of  Batavia  an  emphatic  protest  against  it.  The  Classis  asked  the 
Assembly  of  the  Seventeen  that  that  Church  Order  be  mtii 
inoperative ;  to  which  their  Honors  reply,  that  they  would  writt 
to  the  Indies  and  do  in  the  matter  what  the  best  order  of  tl« 
church  and  civil  government  there  might  require.  In  December, 
1646,  those  of  Batiivia  excuse  themselves.  Baying  that  it  vu 
matter  of  necessity.  Whereupon  the  Classis  in  reply  exprw* 
its  confidence  that  they  will  abrogate  that  Church  Order  oA 
maintain  the  right  of  the  churches. 

In  the  Acts  of  the  Synod,  Oct.  1748,  also,  mention  is  made  of  i 
Church  Order  for  the  East  Indies,  established  by  the  Governor 
and  the  Coum-il  in  September,  1743;  but  we  have  not  been  ibfe 
to  find  the  same,  nor  even  those  of  1623  and  1643.  Only,  after 
much  searching,  did  we  find  an  extract  from  the  Church  Ord« 
of  Batavia,  namely  the  5th  and  6th  Articles,  a  copy  of  which  ve 
herewith  enclose.  A  copy,  also,  of  an  extract  from  the  wSiofl 
taken  by  the  Assembly  of  the  Seventeen  at  Amsterdam,  Jan-  ^% 
1654,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  the  India  Church  Order.  Ti*' 
of  September,  1743,  has,  as  it  seems  to  ns,  been  approved  by  the 
said  Assembly  solely  in  regard  to  the  ordination  of  nnniaten  m 
Uie  Indies. 
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rhen  we  have  noticed  that  in  the  Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
fisis,  of  Jan.  17,  1644  (?)  it  stands  recorded  that  the  Church 
er,  sent  by  the  Synod  to  those  of  Batavia  in  1623,  (to  which 
86  of  Batavia  referred  in  a  letter  written  to  the  Synod  in 
member,  1671),  having  been  found  in  the  Synodical  Chest, 
ether  with  other  papers  touching  the  India  matters,  the  Depu- 

of  the  Synod  met  together  with  the  Deputies  of  this  Classis 
the  purpose  of  putting  in  form  their  views  on  the  letter  from 
avia  concerning  qualifying  candidates,  and  ministers,  etc. 
ce  now  it  is  stated  in  the  Acts  of  Synod,  1674,  that  the  letter 
iposed  by  those  Deputies,  is  approved,  and  a  copy  of  it  kept  in 
Synodical  Chest,  it  would  as  we  think,  be  worth  while  to  search 

those  letters,  as,  no  doubt,  both  of  these  documents  would 
5w  much  light  on  the  subject. 

fore  information  we  cannot  give  to  your  Reverences.  We 
le  that  what  we  have  collected  here  may  in  a  measure  gratify 
ir  Reverences'  desire.  Like  your  Reverence  we  wislj  most 
rtily  that  the  good  order  and  edification  of  the  India  Church 
Y  be  promoted.  Meanwhile,  after  prayer  for  God's  arerea? 
8sing  upon  your  Reverences'  persons,  families,  holy  ministra- 
is  and  weighty  cares,  which  you  undertake  to  the  welfare  of 
d's  Church  and  the  Glory  of  his  great  Name,  we  have  the  honor, 
h  due  respect  and  fraternal  affection,  to  call  ourselves, 
Sighly  Reverenced  and  Very  Learned  Sirs,  Your  Reverences 
^dient  servants  and  brethren,  members  of  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
Q,  and  in  the  name  of  all. 

Was       r  Jacob  de  Jonge,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  Classis, 

h.  t.  Praeses. 
Johan  Alb.  Van  Muyden,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp. 
Signed    (^  h.  t.  Scribe. 

asterdam,  at  our 
Classical  Assembly, 
May  7,  1753. 
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The  Peoposed  Colleoe  in  New  Tokk. 

1753,  May  30.     George  Clinton,  Governor. 

In  his  Address  to  General  Assembly "The  reaolntion 

you  made  at  tlie  close  of  the  last  session,  for  establishing  a  Semi- 
nary for  the  education  of  youth  within  thia  colony,  is  landiKe 
and  worthy  your  diligent  prosecution,  and  most  serious  atteoliaiL 
Council  Journal,  1110. 

COABTEB  OF  THE  FiVE  CnXTHCHES :    NeW  BbONSWICK,  RaJLITAK,  SiI- 

"MiTv.  Ron,  Millbtosb  (sow  Hablinqen)  and  NoETH-BaAiWH 

(how  Rkadikoton). 

Granted  June  7th,  1753. 

0«orge  the  Secood.  b;  the  Grace  at  God.  at  Oivst  BrlUIo.  Frani^e.  and  Itdul  I 
King.  Defender  of  tlio  Fnltb,  etc.  To  nil  wboiu  tbcae  presents  abtill  comp.  cnetlir-  I 
Whereas,  dWera  aoil  ■nndilH  at  our  IotIdk  subjects  luhnbltlug  wltlilo  the  asnn' 
Oountlea  of  Someraet,  Hnnterdon.  and  Middlesei,  In  our  Province  of  New  Jem. 
In  betiBlf  of  tbemaelves  and  others,  belofc  of  the  Dutch  Protestant  Reformed  Chufck. 
b^  their  humble  petition  presented  to  our  trusty  and  ncll-belored  Jonathui  BslckM, 
Ken.,  Captain  Qeneral  In  Chief  In  and  over  our  Province  of  New  Je[«er  and  tsrH' 
torles  thereon  depending  In  America,  CbBnccllor  aod  Vlce-Admlral  In  the  mbc, 
etc.,  setting  fortb  (bat  the  petitioners  are  very  numerous  and  dally  iDcreBSlni.  lid 
consist  of  Dve  charebes  and  oougregatlons.  to  wit,  the  cburcb  aad  conrregatlon  of 
Nortb  Branch,  tbe  cburcb  and  congregation  of  New  Bmaswlck.  the  cbarch  anl 
MOgregatloD  of  Six-Mile  Run,  the  charch  and  coogregatlon  of  Millstone, 

Tbat  the  most  adraatageous  support  of  religion  among  tbem  tvqnlres  that  aoait 
persona  among  tbem  should  be  locorporated  aa  truEteea  (or  the  commanltf,  tint 
tbej  may  take  grants  of  lands  and  cbattela.  tbeivby  to  mable  the  petltlonen  B 
erect  and  repair  public  buUdlugs.  for  the  worablp  of  God,  school -tiousea  and  aUii- 
hoases,  and  for  tbe  malnteuaace  of  the  mlulatry  aud  poor,  and  that  tbe  same  tm- 
teel  may  plead  and  may  be  Impleaded  In  any  salt  toucblog  the  premises,  aod  kan 
perpetoal  successloo;  and  we  baye  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  see  tbe  ProtntitC 
religion  Id  a  floarlsblDg  condition  tbrongboot  all  oar  doTolnlooa,  and  belag  graclMislT 
pleased  to  give  at)  due  encouragements  to  such  of  our  loving  subjects  who  aw 
■ealooaly  attached  to  our  person,  government,  and  the  Protestant  auccesalon  hi  of 
royal  house,  and  to  grant  tbe  request  of  petitioners  In  this  behalf: 

Know  ye,  tbat  we  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  bin 

willed,  ordained,  constltolcd,  aod  granted,  and  by  Ibcse  presents  for  aa,  our  bein 

and  anccessors,  do  will,  ordnln.  conatltnle,  and  appoint,  that  the  Rev.  John  Llebt. 

(Leydt),  John  FrellughoyBen,   Ministers,  John   Mlddlemlnh,   Peter  Wllllama.  Prtft    i 

.       Van  Ess,  Andrew  Ten  Eyck.  Daniel  Cybym,  Peter  Montford.  Heorlck  FI«h«T,  Cor- 

;  /       nellns  Bennet,  William  Wlltlama,  Lake  Vorheea,  David  N'evlns.  Simon  Van  Aradikn, 

'  I        John   Strieker,   Reynlor  Vechten,  elders,  and  Prans  Cnsart.  Andrew   Uonton.  Jotaa    - 

\      BroCBw,  Harman  Lean.  Cornelius  Wykoft,  Peter  Schamp,  Hendrlck  Van  Dennea, 

I  I      John    Messelaer.    Abraham    HIze,    Christopher   Hoglan,    Rem    Garretson,    Conielln 

\  j      Van  Aradalen,   Andrew   Hagamau,   Abraham  Hagaman,  and  James  Van  Aisdalee, 

deacons,  of  tbe  Dntcb  Ileformed  congregation  above  named,  and  tha  CoanUes  afOR- 

■ald,  and  their  snccesaors  hereafter,  tbe  minister  or  ministers,  elders  and  deacou 

Of  the  respective  chorebea  or  congregations,  which  at  or  any  time  hereafter,  he  daly 

cboaen  or  appointed,  ahall  he  and  remain  one  body  politick  and  corporate  In  dted 

and  fact,  by  tbe  name  of  the  trustees  of  tbe  Datcb  Reformed  Church  of  Rarltai, 

N«rtb  Brancb,  New  Brunswick,  Slx-Mlle  Bnn,  and  Millstone.  In  tbe  countha  ttott- 

Mdd: 
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Lnd  tliat  all  and  erery  one,  the  ministers,  elders,  and  deacons,  before  herein 
pressed,  shall  be  the  first  trustees  of  the  said  churches  and  congregations  now  by 
ise  presents  constitute,  and  made  one  body  politick  by  the  name  of  the  trustees 

the  Protestant  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  shall  so  remain  until  others  are 
ly  called,  chosen,  and  put  Into  their  respective  place  or  places,  and  that  they,  the 
Id  body  politick  and  corporate,  shall  have  perpetual  succession  in  deed,  fact,  and 
me,  to  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Dutch 
formed  Church;  and  all  deeds,  grants,  bargains,  sales,  leases,  evidences,  or  other- 
se  whatsoever,  which  may  anywise  relate  or  concern  the  corporation,  and  also 
It  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
QFch  of  Raritan,  North-Branch,  New  Brunswick,  Six-Mile  Run,  and  Millstone,  in 
i  countiev  aforesaid,  be  and  forever  hereafter  shall  be,  persons  able  in  law  to 
rchase,  take,  hold,  or  enjoy,  any  messuages,  houses,  buildings,  lands,  tenements. 
Its,  or  whatsoever  in  fee  and  forever,  or  for  time  of  life,  or  lives,  or  in  any  other 
nner,  so  as  the  same  exceed  not  at  any  time  in  the  yearly  value  of  seven  hundred 
inds  sterling,  per  annum,  beyond  and  above  all  charges,  and  reprizes,  the  statute 
mortmain,  or  any  other  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  also  goods, 
tttles,  and  all  other  things  to  what  kind  soever: 

ind  also  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
formed  Dutch  Church,  shall  and  may  give,  grant,  demise,  or  otherwise  dispose 
all  or  any  of  the  messuages,  houses,  buildingrs,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  all 
er  things  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  at  their  own  will  and  pleasure;  and  also 
t  they  and  their  successors,  be  and  forever  hereafter  shall  be  persons  able  in  law 
me  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend 
:  be  defended  in  all  courts  and  places,  before  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and 
vee  us,  or  any  of  the  Judges,  officers,  or  ministers  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
K>rs,  in  all  and  all  manners  of  actions,  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters, 

demands  whatsoever: 

ad  also  that  the  same  trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  above  named 
the  time  being,  and  their  successors,  shall  and  may  forever  hereafter  have  and 

a  common  seal,  with  such  device  or  devices  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for 
Ing  ail  and  singular  deeds,  grants,  conveyances,  contracts,  bonds,  articles  of 
cements,  and  all  and  singular  their  aflfaire  touching  or  concerning  the  said 
poration. 

id  we  do  now  further  ordain,  will,  or  grant,  that  all  and  every  such  lands,  tene- 
tta,  and  hereditaments  corporeal  or  Incorporeal,  money,  goods,  and  chattels, 
ch  at  any  time  before  or  after  the  date  of  these  our  letters  patent  have  been, 
ball  be,  devised,  given,  or  granted  to  all  or  any  of  the  particular  churches  above 
led,  within  the  said  several  counties  of  Hunterdon,  Somerset,  and  Middlesex,  or 
.ny  person  or  persons,  in  trust  for  them,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  peaceable 

quiet  possession  of  the  Corporation,  according  to  the  true  intent  or  meaning  of 

I  device,  or  devices,  gift  or  gifts,  grant  or  grants;  that  the  trustees  by  these 
lentB  appointed,  shall  continue  and  remain  the  trustees  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
rch  of  Raritan,  North-Branch,  New  Brunswick,  Six-Mile  Run,  and  Millstone,  in 
counties  aforesaid,  until  others  shall  be  chosen  according  to  the  manner,  cus- 
s,  and  methods  now  in  use  among  the  said  Protestant  Dutch  Reformed  Churches, 
zh  persons  so-called,  elected,  and  chosen,  shall  have  all  the  power  and  authori- 
of  the  above-named  trustees,  and  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  so  newly 
Ml,  elected,  and  chosen,  as  aforesaid,  shall  remain  until  other  fit  persons  in  like 
iuer  be  called,  elected,  and  chosen,  in  their  respective  rooms  and  places,  and  so, 
»8  quoties. 

id  we  do  further  ordain,  give,  grant,  that  there  be  a  meeting  of  the  several 
tees  of  the  churches  aforesaid,  at  the  Raritan  public  place  of  worship,  in  the 
nty  of  Somerset,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  August  next  after  the  date  of  these 
letters  patent  and  thereafter  at  such  time  or  times,  place  or  places,  within  the 

counties  as  to  them  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  seem  meet  and  convenient; 

then  and  there,  by  plurality  of  votes,  choose  a  president  out  of  them,  for  the 
i  being,  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  or  seals  of  the  said  Corporation, 

ail  books,  charters,  deeds,  and  writings,  any  way  relating  to  the  said  Corpora- 
;  and  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time,  and  all  times  hereafter,  as  occasion 

II  require,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  trustees,  at  such  a  place  within  the  said 
ntles  as  he  shall  think  convenient,  for  the  execution  of  all  or  any  of  the  powers 
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berrby  slven  aod  grauteil:  aod  In  case  of  Blcknew,  remaTRl,  ar  death  ot  the  pn>l- 
deot,  all  the  powers  bj  these  presents  sranled  to  tho  prealdcnt,  eliall  reoula  oo  tkr 
aealor  truBtee  npca  record,  notll  tbe  recovei?  or  tbe  president,  or  natU  i  KW 
prealdent  be  eboeen  ns  aroresuld. 

And  we  do  fartber  will,  ordalo,  give,  or  gntnt  ihnt  e>Tei7  act  and  oidct  ot  Hr 
major  part  of  the  Bald  tcuBte«B  oonBented  or  agreed  to  at  anch  meetioB  •■  atonnU 
aball  be  good,  ralld.  and  effectual  to  all  Inlenls  and  purpose!  as  If  the  said  ansitci 
of  the  whole  tmai^B  bsd  eoDiented  and  agreed  thereto.  And  we  do  [urtber  wD 
and  ordain  that  all  ibe  acla  of  tbe  bbM  trasteea.  or  an;  of  them,  shall  from  Oatu 
time  be  falFl;  entered  lu  a  boDk  or  baoka,  lo  be  kept  for  that  rurpoae  b7  the  ptt^ 
dent  ot  tbe  tnutees.  togelbet  witb  tbe  seal  o(  the  said  corporation  and  all  ebartm 
deeda,  wrltjngB  irliataoever,  an;  vay  belouglnK  to  tbe  said  Corporation,  ihill  M 
drilveted  over  by  tbe  foriuer  president  to  tbe  president  of  tbe  said  tmateta  Jtfll 
elected,  as  such  president  Bholl  hereafter  sui^i^eMiTel;  from  time  to  time  be  rhoMS. 

And  we  do  further  ot  our  special  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  tolM,** 
heln  and  BoccesaorB,  by  these  presents  glre  and  giant  unto  tbe  Mid  trastMl  •(  to 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  the  ralnlstera.  elders,  sad  deacans  above-oamed,  aata* 
■*  forever,  that  they  and  their  sncceasors,  all  and  alngular,  the  rl^ta,  fOit- 


legeB,  power,  heneUtB. 
may  forever  herenfter  have,  hold,  enjoy,  i 
of  ns.  our  heir*  or  BncceSEora.  or  of  any  ot 
ballllTs,  or  other  oOlcera  and  mlnialeis,  wbalsoeri 
And  that  these  our  letters  being  entered  upon 
New  Jersey,  and  tbe  record  and  tbe  enrollmeni 
and  everTtblag  therein  contained,  froi 
and  aball  be  llrm,  valid,  good,  snfflcle 
uB,  onr  heirs  and  aucceason  according 
In  and  through  all  things  shall  be  conetrutpd  aad  taken  ai 
and  In  faror  for  the  sreatest  iidcnnlnge  uud  proSt  ot  (hi 
Belormed  Church  of  Rnriun.   Xorth-Bnim 
Hlllatone  In  the  coDnlles  aforesaid,   end  (! 
any  detect,  defanlt,  or  Imperfection  may  1 
thing  whatsoever.    In  testimony  whereof 
made  patent. 


:sges  to  be  hereby  graDted.  shall  nl 


>rd  lu  onr  ■eeretair'a  oOull 

thenar,  and  either  of  tbem  tad  il 

10  time  and  at  all  times  hcrMtlsr,  k( 

effectual  to  law  towards  and  utlM 

nd  meaning  thereotM' 


In  one  of  tbe  hoc 
tniBty  Jonathan  Belcher, 
over  our  said  Province  of  Ni 
by  and  with  tbe  adtlce  and  c 
ton,  tbe  seventh  day  uf  June, 


rein 


Kew   1 


of  the  ssJd  DBA 

ntkswlck,  Slx-Mlle  Rsa.  ai 

?aaors  forever,  notwIthsUadW 

caused  these  oar  letten  l»  bi 
to  be  hereunto  afllxed.  sod  tta 
omce  of  Bald  Province  of  New  JenT 
ning.  Witness  our  well-belovM  iM 
■neral,  and  Gove raor-ln- Chief  hi  ul 
ellor  and  Vlce-Admlral  of  the  mm. 
.ncll  of  our  said  Province  at  ButUU- 
(y-slitb  year  of  our  reign. 
ISlgned)  Jonathan  Belcher.  On- 


LOTTEEY  BiLLg  FOB  A  CoLLEQE  IB  NeW   ToRK. 

17SI,  Jane  U.    George  Ctlnlan.  Governor 

Lottery  Bill  as  above  for  ralslnjj  one  thousand  one  bUQcIred  and  twenty  llvt  (x 
more  for  College,  etc.  pp.  1113-4.  IIIE.  1111.    Enacted,  IIU,  Jnly  i.  ITSl.    1 
Dec.  12.  na,  JsB.  De  Lancey.  Lieutenant  Governor  p.  UM.    Again,  Dee.  1.  IM  ^ 
no.    Revived,  Ang.  14,  ITSt,  p.  IIU. 
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COSBBSPONDENCE  KBOH  AuERIOA. 

John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jime  25, 

1753. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  "  Vol.  H. 

Also  in  Vol.  XXm,  390. 

^ry  Bererend  Sirs.  Members  of  the  Classis,  Assembled  at  Amsterdam: 

lererend  Fathers  in  Christ: 

J  last,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  Informing  jonr  Reverences  of  the  happy  circnm* 
the  calling  of  the  young  man,  Thomas  Romein.  The  legality  of  that  call, 
rer  might  be  urged  against  it.  I  flatter  myself  to  be  able  to  prove  beyond 
\,  In  this  letter,  now,  I  make  known  to  your  Revs,  the  circumstance  of 
r  call,  extended  with  the  greatest  unanimity  to  the  young  man.  Willem 
D.  He  is  to  take  the  place  of  that  godless  de  Windt.  Not  only  the  Consis* 
but  also  the  members  and  hearers  generally;  yea.  even  those  who.  from  fear 

0  rigid  piety,  had  embraced  de  Windt;  when  they  heard  of  the  godly  walk  of 
•ung  man.  did  now  the  more  earnestly  enter  as  one  man  into  this  call.  And, 
f  allowed  but  eighty  pounds  for  the  yearly  support  of  de  Windt,  they  have 
onerously  and  cheerfully  voted  one  hundred  pounds.  This,  the  comparison  of 
Is,  proves. 

not  know  that  even  a  dog  will  open  his  mouth  against  this  call.    Yet  T  have 

advised  something  different  in  the  manner  of  making  out  these  calls,  espe- 

In  reference  to  ministers  in  these  regions;  but.  which,  in  all  cases,  I  should 

1  to  see  followed  out;  namely,  that  the  calls  be  first  handed  in  to  our  Coetus. 
e  documents  in  proof  be  there  examined  and  approved.  Heretofore  I  urged 
an.  in  the  calling  of  Mr.  de  Ronde.  so  as  to  prevent  such  disorders  as  formerly 
e  ploughshare  through  Raritan  (Church),  and  which  now  do  the  same  through 
ng  Island  churches.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  has  occurred  here  (Bergen),  so 
I  know.  There  being  no  law  here,  (in  America,  about  these  things)  there  is 
nsgression.  As  your  Revs,  ordered  it.  or  (to  put  it  more  mildly),  advised  it, 
d  be  the  first  to  give  my  vote  for  It.  in  order  to  prevent  the  sad  consequences 
Tying  and  stumbling  at  the  end,  (In  the  rear).  Truth  and  Justice  arc^  glad  to 
D  In  their  own  fonns,  while  falsehood  and  Injustice  are  afraid  of  being  seen 
y,  and  find  it  to  their  advantage  when  the  Judges  have  to  look  at  them  from 
ince,  and  through  ground  glasses,  so  as  to  distort  the  view,  in  order  to  avoid 
ly  the  right.  Your  Revs,  have  proof  of  this  in  the  case  of  Arondeus  and  his 
ers.  The  Church  of  Queens  County,  however,  did  cover  its  rear,  by  a  previous 
ision  to  nominate.  This,  it  requested  and  obtained  from  our  Coetus,  which 
>mething  unusual  among  us;  but,  as  I  now  think,  it  was  wisely  directed  by 
Dvldence  of  God.  Your  Revs,  will  now  have  cause  for  Joy  in  the  fact  that,  in 
ftce  of  that  godless  de  Windt,  a  godly  Jackson  has  been  given  to  those  poor 
les.  At  any  rate  my  heart  Is  agreeably  enlarged  by  the  thought  of  it.  I  well 
iber  how  my  heart  (soul)  moved  within  me  toward  those  poor  souls,  when  I 
red  that  a  wolf,  which  had  not  yet  lain  down  with  the  lamb,  had  been 
ted  to  be  their  watchman. 

fifth  and  youngest  son  of  my  parents,  will,  if  the  Lord  permit,  go  (to  Holland) 
Lfter  this  writing.  Further,  leaving  everything  to  the  guiding  hand  of  Him 
i  mighty,  and  whose  work  to  the  honor  of  his  name  and  for  the  extension  of 
igdom  affords  the  soul  the  plea^re  of  a  care  without  anxiety.  I  remain,  after 
y  praying  for  every  precious  blessing  upon  your  Revs.'  persons,  families  and 

ry. 
Reverend  Fathers,  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Your  Revs.'  Obedient  Servant 

ellow-worker. 

John  Frielinghuysen. 

one  X,  170. 
No.  IQL 
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Classi8  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  May  25,  1Y53.     (But  this  date  must  be 
Wrong.     See  below.     Probably  last  of  June). 

(Abstract.) 

No.  181. 

Letter  from  Jamaica,  of  April  5,  1753,  signed  by  Paul  Amer 
man,  Albertus  Schenck,  Simeon  van  Noortwyck,  Daniel  Duiyee, 
as  Consistory,  by  order  and  in  the  name  of  Jamaica,  in  Queem 
Coimty,  with  one  enclosure.     Received  May  25,  1753. 

In  this  letter,  they  say  that  their  condition  compels  them  to 
seek  our  aid.  They  have  tried  hitherto  to  pacify  the  party  rf 
those  who  side  with  Goetschius,  in  an  ecclesiastical  way,  but  thxsj 
continue  to  refuse  it. 

Then,  on  October  14,  (1752)  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  (of 
Albany)  came  among  their  people  in  order  to  enable  a  student, 
Thomas  Komyn,  to  exercise  his  gifts  before  the  Goetschius  party; 
but,  so  they  write,  Romeyn  did  not  come  with  him  at  that  time, 
inasmuch  as  he  was  ill. 

On  November  19,  1752,  John  Frilinghuysen  (of  Ilaritan)  and 
(Thomas)  Eomeyn  came  among  them,  without  having  been 
ecclesiastically  invited ;  and  he  caused  his  gifts  to  be  heard  by 
the  Goetschius  party.  Thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  church  of 
Oyster  Bay,  and  a  part  of  the  church  of  Jamaica,  made  out  ft 
call,  with  the  aid  of  John  Frilinghuysen,  on  the  aforesaid  Romeyn. 
About  this  call,  they  have  learned  that  it  reads, — (called)  by  the 
four  united  congregations  of  Queens  Coimty;  (the  contrary 
appears  from  the  letter  of  call,  and  Ilomyn  says  that  the  people 
of  Newtown  and  Hempstead,  by  the  advice  of  the  New  York 
ministers,  keep  quiet  about  it ;  but  that,  if  they  are  also  willing  to 
unite,  it  shall  not  be  refused  to  them) ;  but  they,  the  undersigned, 
profess  that  they  are  entirely  outside  of  this,  and  they  protest  to 
Classis  against  that  call,  and  hope  that  Classis  will  not  approve  it; 
but  if  we  approve  it,  the  last  schism  will  be  worse  than  the  first 
They  beg  that  we  will  take  interest  in  their  now  so  long  divided 
congregations.     They  have  for  a  long  time  sought  for  peace: 
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1TS3 
Q  aa  late  as  the  16th  of  June,  1753,  they  had  fraternally  ad- 
lished  them  to  let  Romeyn  go,  so  that  the  four  churches  could 
«dly  call  one  Pastor  and  Teacher  through  Uie  Classis  of 
Bterdam;  hut  all  waa  in  vain.  Tbey  could  tell  more  ahout 
r  disquiettudes,  but  what  they  have  eaid  they  deem  sufficient. 
J  conclude  with  salutations. 
a  a  Postscript,  they  further  say,  that  over  in  that  country  they 

also  protested  against  Romyn,  that  he  might  not  tmdertake 
journey,  (to  Amsterdam,  for  ordiQation).  This  appears  from 
enclosed  note.  Also  the  church  of  Newtown  and  a  part  of 
apstead  have  done  the  same. 

The  enclosure  is  a  letter  to  Hi.  Thomas  Romyn,  signed  by 
e  same  four  persons,  and  dated  Jamaica,  June  22,  1753. 
he  letter  hegins:  We  the  undersigned,  the  Consistory  of  the 
■chee  mentioned  helow,  and  signed  at  the  close  by  us  as  named 
e,  Paul  Anunerman,  Jamaica,  Jan,  22,  (June  22  ?) 
bey  understand  that  Romyn  has  accepted  a  call  prepared 
ir  the  supervision  of  Rev.  John  Frilinghuysen,  from  the 
eh  of  Oyster  Bay,  including  even  the  undersigned  churches. 

appears  strange  to  them,  because  thus  no  compliance  was 
bited  with  the  previous  resolutions  of  the  Classis;  nor  with 
resolution  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  which  had  nominated  Rev. 
[onde  as  consulting  minister;  but  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen 

neither  Consulting  Minister  nor  Circle  Brother  (Ring 
)der).  It  was  also  in  conflict  with  the  purpose  of  Classis, 
h  had  in  mind  the  harmony  of  the  congregations  in  requiring 

Goetschius  to  leave.  That  purpose,  however,  by  this  man- 
of  calling  (a  minister)  is  rent  asunder,  as  much  as  it  would 
■  been  by  the  remaining  of  Rev.  Goetschius,  inasmuch  as 
(.'  is  now,  notwithstanding,  the  erection  of  a  congregation 
in  a  congregation.  Therefore  they  protest  against  that  call, 
e  they  reserve  their  rights.     They  caution  the  Classis,  and 

see  to  it,  as  much  as  is  possible,  that  his  call  shall  not  be 
oved  by  the  Classis. 

be  Btad^it  Romyn,  b^ng  asked  if  this  letter  had  been  handed 
im,  answered,  "No ;  hut  he  submitted  a  note,  signed  at  Success, 
71 
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that  is,  Hempsteftd,  Feb.  3,  1753,  by  Messrs.  Sclienck  and  Jiib 
Hegeman  as  members  of  the  Conaistory  at  Success.  This  stilej 
that  they  had  heard  witli  surprise  that  he  had  accepted 
moderated  bv  (John)  Frelinghuysen,  and  made  out  by  da 
churches  of  0_\:-tcr  Bay  aud  part  of  Jamaica,  and  also  indadiig 
the  eoiigregalioDS  undersigned.  This  appears  strange  to  liiem, 
for  they  do  not  ryeognize  Frelingbuysen,  but  rather  de  Ronde, 
as  the  manager  of  their  church  affairs.  They  advise  hini  notio 
proceed  with  the  call,  as  it  would  tend  rather  to  confusioa  tbi 
to  peace,  for  they  would  oppose  him  in  it, 

xxin.  3i7-3aL 

The  Chubch  and  the  College. 
Reverend   Samuel   Johnson   to   the   Archbishop   of  CanterimTr 

June  29,  1753. 
Mb;  It  pleaie  your  OnicE^ 

Tb[i  buuibl;  wnlte  upon  Yo 
man.  Id  whoK  favor  j>uu  wn 
Ing  and  dealm.  <a8  la  do  so 
parts,  ma;  be  Iraosmllted  to  Your  Grace:— whir b  I  ibe  ralber  vpr;  wHllntfrte* 
It  falla  In  wllb  a  part  of  iluil  dut;  whlrh  we  owe  to  Your  Grace,  which  !■  to  la' 
too  ot  the  condition  nr  tblng^  witb  resnrd  In  t^^  churrb  and  religion  la  tbeM  I 
of  the  world— 

Youf  Grare  will  then  be  pleased  to  plve  mi'  leavp  to  In/orm  ;on,  Tbal  "1 
clunvh  dalk  Althrr  Hvalirard  Pv—Bo  Hn  ioth  dog  and  truer  Aft  imlaatlf."  To  M 
words  of  Bood  old  Mr.  Berbtrl— There  le  sonnre  aiiTthInK  ol  note  written  b;  Ibc 
thlQkera,  (aa  the;  affect  to  call  Ibemoelves)  lo  the  detriment  of  CbrtetUiltr.  M 
what  Is  tranamltted  hither  and  propagated  among  UB.  and  greedll; 
b;  man;  conceited  aud  uutblnklng  people:— As  Tmtb  and  Virtue  propagate,  W 
and  vice  go  aide  b;  aide,  and  1  fear  will  gain  tbe  Aseendant:  whlcb  '  ' 
eitremel;  melancholj-  Ibat  we  cannot  bo  favaiireil  wltb  n  good  Blehop  to  : 
KO  before  na  In  Bti>mmlng  the  torrent. 

Among  other  pemlrloua  boolm  the  /nrfrprndml  Whlgg  grows  mucb  la  TOj 
Dotahle  act  of  Young  gentlemen  ot  Bgurc  In  New  York,  have  ot  late  i. 
writer*  In  that  wa;,  In  a  weekl;  paper  called  tbe  /n*pPndCB(  Rtjtertor-*'** 
worth;  geDtlemen  of  tbe  Church  In  thai  prorlnce  have  of  late  been  embaitedli' 
dealgn  of  erecting  n  College  as  a  t^emlnar;  of  the  Cbareh.  tbougb  with  a  lit*  *■ 
generona  toleration  far  other  deuonilnatlonii.- rpon  which  Ibese  K^flecton  hinM 
Indefatigable  In  (belr  paper,  and  b;  all  possible  means  bolb  public  and  prints 
endeaTonrlng  to  spirit  up  the  people  agnlnat  u«,  and  lo  wrest  It  out  of  tbe  CitaiM 
haudB,  and  make  It  a  sort  of  f  ree-tblDkIng  or  latltudlaarlna  Seminar)',  aa  ;Dnr  GiM 
will  aee  by  several  of  these  paper  Mr.  Smith  will  la;  before  ;ou. 

We  have  aeTetal  ot  ua  been  writing  in  the  t'hun^b'a  defence  again) 
cndeaTorlDg.  Dot  wllbont  some  enccesa  to  defeat  tbelr  peralcloaa  achemea— AaoM 
Otbera,  I  heg  leiTe  to  Inform  Your  Grace  bow  raoch  we  are  obliged 
gCQtlemaD  for  hla  eicellent  labours,  whose  behaviour  hatb  been  ver;  Ttrlooaa  M'' 
fenalve  aDd  amiable  la  all  rcspcrlB.  and  who  hatb  exerted  hlmaelf  wltb  great  ■>■' 
SDd  Induatr;,  and  do  leas  good  acnac  ond  diHcretloa  lo  the  Chnrch'a  eanse.  aod  tOt 
wrote  tKTerst  things  with  ver;  good  advaotage  for  promoltng  that  CollFge.  aid  W 
the  advancemeot  of  learning  In  theae  parts,  oud  partlcularl;  an  ezcdlCBt  dnsfl' 
of  a  College,  a  cop;  of  which  I  herewith  send  Your  Grace,  by  whlcb  ;on 
how  good  parposv  be  hatb  apeDt  bis  time,  oad  wltb  what  beoevolent  and  ilFacUoa- 
afe  public  spirit  he  hatb  been  eoDsoltlng  tbe  best  iDteresl  of  tbia  Ck>linti;. 
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er  in  It— We  are  extremely  loth  to  part  with  him,  as  he  would  make  a  very 

t  Tutor  In  onr  College  especially  in  the  Bellee  Letti^s,  and  I  humbly  beg 

ace's  inflnenee  with  hlra  that  he  may  retam  again  to  ns  for  this  purpose. 

as  a  Draught  which  contains  the  principal  steps  the  Assembly  haye  taken 

:ard  to  their  Ck>llege  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  him  for  anything  further, 

!Lln,  may  it  please  Your  Grace 

rrace's  Most  dutiful  Son  and  most  ot>edient  humble  Servant, 

(signed)         Samuel  Johnson. 
1  in  New  England, 

Qe  29th,  1753. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vl.  p.  7T7. 

Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  July  3,  1763. 

(Abstract) 

No.  186. 

er  from  the  Consistory  of  the  two  united  Dutch  Churches 
us  Christ  at  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay,  on  Long  Island, 
lit  date,  but  placed  in  our  hands  by  Mr.  Thomas  Komyn, 
,  1753. 

e  Rev.  Goetschius  had  been  taken  away  from  them,  on 
t  of  disturances  which  had  arisen,  they  had  not  only  been 
t  a  minister,  but  also  Rev.  Arondeus,  (who  had  made  such 
troubles  in  Kings  County,  had  fallen  upon  them  in  their 
ess  condition.  Lamentably  enough,  he  had  torn  them 
r  by  constituting  an  unlawful  and  schismatic  Consistory. 
e  had  forced  upon  their  churches  and  had  drawn  a  thought- 
owd  after  him.  They  who  hold  themselves  strictly  to  the 
ns  made  by  this  Classis,  and  who  submit  to  the  Coetus,  had 

with  the  helping  hand  of  Coetus,  the  student  Thomas 
1.     They  request  that  we  will  examine  him  and  ordain  him 

laying  on  of  hands,  according  to  Church  Order,  and  that 
1  as  possible.     They  conclude  with  salutations. 

XXin.  330. 

Moneys  foe  the  College  in  New  York. 
Colonial  Laws  of  New  York.     Chapter  932. 

loT  Raising  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  one  Hundred  and  Twenty-flre  Pounds 
Publick  Lottery  for  a  further  provision  towards  founding  a  OOLLEOB  for 
dTancement  of  Learning  within  this  Oolony.    [See  Nov.  5,  175L] 

(Passed,  July  4,  1753.) 
I  UGH  as  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  Welfare  and  Reputation  of  the  Oolony 
>roper  and  ample  Foundation  be  laid  for  the  Regular  Education  of  YoutU 
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■Dd  as  80  good  and  Landable  a  deglsa  most  Iteadlt;  Bicite  the  InhabltanU  of  lU 
Colonr  to  become  udvmturcrs  In  a  Lotted  ot  wblcb  the  Prollta  Bball  be  RmplorN 
for  the  fonodliig  0  CoUpttt;  for  that  pnrpoflt. 

UB  IT  ENACTED  by  hl9  BicellSDCT  ths  Gavemor  the  Coundl  and  C 
Asaembl;  and  It  U  boc? by  Enacted  bt  the  Antborltr  i>r  the  same  that  a  LoHmtH 
Erected  wlthlo  this  Colony  snil  that  for  and  towards  the  RalHlns  tbe  Sum  at  Om 
Thonratid  One  Hundred  sad  Twenlr  Uve  Pounds  It  Sball  and  may  be  LawtnU  b* 
anj  I'etBoD  or  I'ersons  Natlre  or  roreigoers  Bodies  Politick  or  CoriKwats  to  Qm- 
tribute  br  Paying  st  or  before  the  Respective  time*  by  this  Act  Limited  In  IM 
behalt  to  any  Poirson  or  reraoDS  bctein  after  to  be  appotnteil  for  that  parposa  Ui 
Sum  ot  One  Pound  Ten  slillllngs  or  dlvcnc  Kotlre  Sums  of  one  Ponnd  Ten  StaDllW  ' 
npon  this  Act  and  tbat  every  Cootribnlor  or  adventurer  for  every  Soch  SamiiCOH 
Poand  Ten  Xhllllnga  which  he  She  or  tbey  Shall  So  advance  Sball  be  IntenfMb 
Sncb  Lot  or  Share  of  and  In  the  IJaid  Lottery  Established  by  tbia  Act  as  It  lic«k 
after  directed  and  appointed  and  the  Sume  Entire  Sums  of  One  PoiiDd  Ten  sulBiv 
each  are  bereby  appolnled  to  be  paid  unto  Snoh  Person  or  Persons  aforesaid  a  k 
before  the  flrst  Tuesday  In  November  Next. 

AND  be  it  forther  Knacted  by  (he  AoIUiritj  Aforp<uild  Thnt  Peter  Van  Br^ 
LlvlnKston  and  Jacobus  Kooserelt  Khii'tb  Shalt  be  Managen  for  preparing  andddh' 
erlng  out  Tickets  receiving  ot  Honey  tor  the  ssld  Tickets  and  to  oversee  the  Dn*- 
Ing  of  Lota  and  to  order  do  and  Perform  Such  other  Matters  and  thing!  si  U 
hereafter  In  and  by  this  Act  directed  and  appointed  by  Sncb  Uanagers  to  bt  M 
and  performed  and  that  tjuch  Mannxera  Shall  meet  together  from  time  to  Until 
Some  Publick  Pince  uh  to  them  Shall  Seem  most  Convenient  for  tbe  Eiecolkarf 
the  Powers  AND  Trust  In  tbem  ropoBcd  by  this  Act  and  that  the  Bald  UtufM 
Shall  Gaase  Books  to  be  prepared  lu  which  every  leaf  Sball  be  divided  or  dMb- 
gnlshcd  Into  three  Colitnns  snd  upon  the  innermofit  of  the  Said  three  ColDnualWt 
Bhntl  be  Printed  Five  Tbouannd  Tickets  Numbered  One  Two  Three  and  So  oaml 
In  Arltbuiellcal  Progreaslou  where  the  conimou  Kicees  la  to  t*e  one  until  they  iM 
to  the  Number  ot  Five  Thoutuind  and  upon  the  Middle  Column  In  every  of  (ht  gill 
Books  Shall  be  Printed  Ktve  Thousand  Tickets  of  the  Same  breadth  and  fora  ul 
Numbered  In  like  mauner  and  In  the  Extreme  Column  of  tbe  Said  Books  Ihert  31d 
be  I'rlnted  a  Third  Rank  or  Series  ot  Tickets  ot  the  Same  Number  with  tbcae 
other  Columns  which  TIcticta  Shall  Severally  be  ot  an  Oblong  FlEUre  and  la  tk 
Said  UookB  Shall  be  Jolnnl  with  Oblique  lines  FlonriHhes  or  Devices  In  Saeh  i 
as  tbe  Said  ManSRcrs  Shall  think  most  Safe  and  (kinvenlent  and  that  every 
In  the  Extreme  or  third  Column  of  the  Said  Books  Shall  have  Printed  the 
besides  tbe  Number  tbe  following  M'oitis,  Vis.,  Tbe  poeaessor  ot  thla  Tlektl  tf 
drawn  a  Prise  Sball  be  Itilltuled  to  [he  Prise  mi  drawn  Subject  to  Bncli  dedonM 
as  Is  directed  by  an  Act  of  tbis  Colony  In  that  behalf. 

AND  It  Is  fnnber  Enacted  hy  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  tbe  Said  Hi 
Shall  carefully  Exnmltie  all  the  Bnid  Rooks  witb  tbe  Tickets  therein  and  that  tte 
Same  be  Contrived  Nuuibercd  and  made  according  to  the  true  Intent  and  UaaiW 
of  tbiB  Act  and  all  and  cvi-ry  Such  ManaKcr  or  Managers  Respectively  Is  and  lit 
hereby  directed  and  requlreil  upon  his  or  their  reeelvlng  ot  every  Intlre  Sum  ot  Os< 
Pound  Ten  Shlllliigs  In  full  payment  tor  a  Ticket  troiu  any  PerBon  or  Feraons  C«i- 
tributing  or  adventuring  as  Aforesaid  to  Cut  out  ot  tbe  Said  Book  or  Books  thns^ 
tbe  Said  Oblique  lines  flourlshea  or  Devices  Indentwlsc  a  Ticket  off  the  Tickets  Is 
tbe  Said  Exiream  Colunine  which  one  of  the  Said  Managen  Shall  Sl^m  with  M 
own  numc  and  be  ot  fhcy  shall  piTrall  the  Oonlrlbulor  or  adventnrer  (If  11  h 
desired)  to  write  h\»  or  her  nume  or  Mark  on  the  two  CnrrcHpondlng  Tickets  In  Ike 
Same  Book  and  at  tbe  Same  time  the  BnId  MsnaRcrx  or  one  of  tbem  Shall  dellitt 
onto  the  Said  Contrihuinr  or  sdvcnlurct  the  Ticket  So  Cot  off  which  he  She  ot  tbrj 
are  to  keep  and  use  tor  the  belter  Ascertaining  and  Securing  the  Interest  which  it 
she  or  they  his  her  or  their  Executors  administrators  or  Assigns  Shall  OB  may  hsn 
In  tbe  Said  Lottery  for  the  Money's  So  by  him  ber  or  them  (Contributed  or  sdvti- 
tui«d  untlll  the  Said  Adventnre  by  the  Drawing  the  Lots  and  tbe  Payment  o(  Bsck 
Tickets  as  Shall  be  fortunate  Shall  be  fully  determined. 

AND  he  It  further  Enacted  that  tbe  Said  Uanageis  at  ■  Meeting  as  ■fortstU 
Sball  Vaaff  nil  the  Tickets  of  the  Middle  t^fllumcs  In  the  Books  to  be  Cnt  Indtal- 
wtse  through  the  Said  ohIlQue  lines  Flourishes  or  Devlcee  and  Carefully  Boiled  nt 
as  much  alike  as  may  be  and  Made  faal  with  thread  and  In  tbe  presence  of  fcrt 
Contrlbuters  or  adventurers  as  will   be  there  I'rewnt  Cause  all  tlia  Said  TIektIi 
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?h  are  to  be  rolled  ap  and  made  fast  as  Aforesaid  to  be  pat  Into  a  Box  prepared 
that  purpose  and  to  be  marked  with  the  Letter  (A)  which  is  presently  to  be  Pat 
»  another  Strong  Box  and  to  be  Locked  up  with  Two  different  Locks  and  Keys 
•e  kept  by  as  many  Managers  and  Sealed  with  their  Seals  untill  the  Said  Tickets 
to  be  drawn  as  is  herein  after  Mentioned  and  that  the  Tickets  in  the  first  and 
irmost  Columns  of  the  Said  Books  Shall  remain  Still  in  the  Books  for  discover- 
any  mistake  or  fraud  if  any  Such  Should  happen  to  be  committed  Contrary  to 
tme  Intent  and  Meaning  of  this  Act. 

ND  be  It  farther  Enacted  by  the  Same  Authority  that  tho  Managers  before  Men- 
led  Shall  cause  to  be  prepared  other  Books  in  which  every  leaf  Shall  be  Divided 
Distinguished  in  Two  Columns  and  upon  the  Innermost  of  these  two  Columns 
re  Shall  be  Printed  Five  thousand  tickets  and  upon  the  outermost  of  the  Said 
»  Columns  there  Shall  be  Printed  five  Thousand  all  which  Shall  be  of  equal 
irth  and  Breadth  as  near  as  may  be  which  two  Columns  In  the  Said  Books  Shall 
Joined  with  Some  flourishes  or  Devices  through  which  the  Outermost  Tickdts 
r  be  cut  off  Indentwise  and  that  One  Thousand  and  Ninety  four  Tickets  part  of 
le  to  be  Contained  in  the  Outermost  Columns  of  the  Books  last  mentioned  Shall 
Jailed  the  fortunate  Tickets  to  which  benefits  Shall  belong  as  herein  after  men- 
led  and  the  Said  Managers  Shall  Cause  the  Said  fortunate  Tickets  to  be  written 

0  or  otherwise  expressed  as  well  in  figures  as  in  Words  at  length  in  manner 
owing  that  Is  to  Say  Upon  one  of  them  Five  Hundred  Pounds  upon  one  other  of 
n  Two  Hundred  Pounds  upon  two  of  them  Severally  One  Hundred  Pounds  upon 

1  of  them  Severally  fifty  I'ounds  upon  Thirty  of  Them  Severally  Twenty  Pounds 
n  Fifty  of  them  Severally  Ten  Pounds  and  upon  One  Thousand  of  them  Sever- 
'  Five  Pounds  which  Sums  So  to  be  written  or  otherwise  Expressed  upon  the 
1  fortunate  Tickets  will  amount  in  the  whole  to  the  Sum  of  Seven  Thousand  and 

Hundred  Pounds  which  is  the  produce  of  Five  Thousand  Tickets  according  to 

Valoatlon  of  One  Pound  and  Ten  Shillings  for  each  Ticket  as  before  mentioned. 

ND  be  It  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid  that  the  Managers  before 

itloned  Shall  Cause  all  the  Said  Tickets  Contained  in  the  outermost  Column  of 

last  Mentioned  Books  in  the  presence  of  Such  Contributors  or  Adventurers  as 

I  then  be  there  Present  to  be  cut  out  Indentwise  through  the  Said  Flourishes 
Devices  and  Carefully  Rolled  up  as  near  as  may  be  alike  and  fastened  with 
ead  and  put  into  another  Box  to  be  prepared  for  that  purpose  and  to  be  Marked 
h  the  Letter  (B)  which  Box  Shall  Presently  be  put  into  another  Strong  Box  and 
ked  up  and  Sealed  In  the  Manner  as  the  Box  Lettered  (A)  untill  these  Tickets 

II  also  be  drawn  in  the  manner  and  form  hereafter  mentioned  and  that  no  money 
11  be  received  from  any  C'Ontrlbutor  or  adventurer  towards  this  adventure  as 
resaid  after  the  first  Tuesday  In  November  next  and  that  the  whole  Business  of 
ling  up  and  Cutting  off  and  putting  In  the  Said  Tickets  and  Locking  up  and 
Ung  the  Said  Boxes  Shall  be  performed  by  the  Said  Managers  on  or  before  the 
1  first  Tuesday  in  November  Next  And  to  the  End  every  Person  Concerned  may 
well  Assured  that  the  Counterpart  of  the  Same  Number  with  his  or  her  Ticket 
mt  into  the  Box  Marked  with  the  Letter  (A)  from  whence  the  Same  may  be 
wn  and  that  Other  matters  are  done  as  hereby  directed  Some  Publick  Notlfica- 
1  In  Print  Shall  be  given  of  the  Precise  time  or  times  of  Cutting  the  Said  Tickets 

Patting  them  into  the  Boxes  to  the  End  that  Such  adventurers  as  Shall  be 
ded  to  see  the  Same  done  may  be  present  at  the  doing  thereof. 
ND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  on  or  before  the  Said 
t  Tuesday  in  November  Next  the  Said  Managers  Shall  Cause  the  Said  Several 
:e8  with  all  the  Tickets  therein  to  be  brought  into  the  City  Hall  of  the  City  of 
r  York  by  Nine  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  Same  day  and  Shall  then  and 
■e  attend  the  Service  in  order  for  Drawing  with  two  Clerks  with  Books  prepared 
that  purpose  to  enter  down  all  the  fortunate  Tickets  and  the  Said  Managers 
ig  prepared  for  Drawing  Shall  cause  the  two  Boxes  Containing  the  Said  Tickets 
t>e  Severally  taken  out  of  the  other  two  Boxes  in  which  they  Shall  have  been 
ked  up  and  the  Tickets  or  Lotts  in  the  Respective  Innermost  Boxes  being  in  the 
sence  of  the  Said  Managers  and  of  Such  adventurers  as  will  be  there  Present 
the  Satisfaction  of  themselves  well  Shaken  and  Mingled  in  Each  Box  distinctly 

Some  one  Indifferent  and  fit  Person  to  be  appointed  and  directed  by  the  Man- 
rs  Shall  take  out  and  draw  one  Ticket  from  the  Box  where  the  Said  Numbered 
ket»  Shall  be  as  Aforesaid  put  and  one  other  Indifferent  and  fit  Person  to  be 
olnted  and  directed  in  the  like  manner  Shall  Immediately  draw  a  Ticket  or  Lot 
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from  the  Box  where  the  one  Thousand  and  Ninety  fonr  fortunate  and  Three  Umb- 
«and  Nine  Hundred  and  Six  Blank  Tickets  Shall  be  promiscuously  put  as  AtonmSi 
and  immediately  both  the  Tickets  So  drawn  Shall  be  opened  and  the  Number  ii 
well  of  the  Fortunate  as  the  Blank  Tickets  Shall  be  Named  Aloud  and  if  the  Tktot 
taken  or  drawn  from  the  Box  Containing  the  fortunate  and  Blank  Lotti  8hil 
appear  to  be  Blank  then  the  Numbered  Ticket  So  drawn  with  the  Said  Blink  A 
the  Same  time  drawn  Shall  be  Wrote  upon  Blank  and  Shall  both  be  put  on  one  nk 
and  if  the  Ticket  So  drawn  or  taken  out  of  the  Box  Containing  the  fortunate  ul 
Blank  Lots  Shall  appear  to  be  one  of  the  Fortunate  Tickets  then  the  Sum  Writta 
upon  Such  fortunate  Ticket  (whatsoever  It  may  be)  Shall  be  Entered  by  the  Cleili 
So  appointed  into  the  Books  prepared  for  that  purpose  together  with  the  Nniibs 
Coming  up  with  the  Said  fortunate  Ticket  and  one  of  the  Said  Managers  ShtJH  M 
their  Name  as  a  Witness  to  every  Such  Entry  and  the  Said  fortunate  and  Nombenl 
Tickets  so  drawn  together  Shall  be  put  upon  another  File  and  So  the  Said  DnvliC 
of  the  Tickets  Shall  Continue  by  taking  one  Ticket  at  a  time  out  of  each  Box  ui 
with  opening  Naming  aloud  and  filing  the  Same  and  by  Entering  the  fortonatt  Ml 
in  Such  Method  as  Is  before  Mentioned  untill  the  whole  number  of  One  Tboonii 
and  Ninety  four  fortunate  Tickets  Shall  be  completely  drawn  and  if  the  Same  en 
not  be  performed  In  one  Days  time  the  Said  Managers  Shall  Cause  the  Boxes  tote 
locked  up  and  Sealed  in  the  Manner  as  aforesaid  and  Adjourn  till  the  next  DtyaM 
So  from  Day  to  Day  and  every  Day  (Except  Sundays)  and  then  open  the  Son 
and  proceed  as  above  till  the  Said  Whole  Number  of  fortunate  Tickets  ShaD  Ii 
Compleatly  drawn  as  aforesaid. 

AND  to  the  end  that  the  adventurers  may  have  all  Possible  Satlafactlon  la  tki 
due  Regular  and  Just  Management  of  the  Said  Lottery  BE  IT  ENACTED  bj  tkl 
Authority  Aforesaid  That  the  Mayor  Recorder  Aldermen  and  O>mmonalt7  of  At 
City  of  New  York  may  and  are  hereby  Impowered  to  appoint  every  Day  dulic 
the  whole  course  of  the  Lottery  Two  or  more  of  their  Body  to  Inspect  all  and  erUT 
Transaction  of  the  Said  Lottery  hereby  directed  and  required  and  that  each  Oootr 
in  the  Colony  may  and  are  hereby  Impowered  if  they  See  Cause  to  depute  tvi 
Justices  of  the  Peace  or  other  Reputable  Freeholders  or  Inhabitants  for  the  Afon- 
said  Inspection  with  proper  Certificates,  of  their  being  So  Deputed  from  the  Neit 
or  any  Subsequent  General  Session  of  the  Peace  and  the  Said  Managers  are  beredf 
Directed  and  Required  to  admit  them  and  the  Said  Members  of  the  Said  Corpoiatioi 
to  the  Aforesaid  Inspection  Accordingly. 

AND  be  it  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  immediately  After  the  drav« 
ing  be  finished  the  Said  Managers  are  hereby  Required  to  publish  in  the  New  Tort 
Gazette  the  Numbers  drawn  against  the  fortunate  Lots  with  the  Prices  or  San 
drawn  by  or  belonging  to  each  of  them  Respectively  and  as  Soon  as  the  drawtis 
Shall  be  over  Shall  Pay  the  Said  Sums  to  Such  Persons  who  Shall  Produce  Ticketi 
with  the  Numbers  drawn  against  Such  fortunate  Lots  they  the  Said  Managers  Snt 
deducting  fifteen  per  Cent  out  of  the  Said  Fortcnate  Lots  to  be  applyed  as  is  taeidi 
After  directed. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  if  any  Person  or  ¥»- 
sons  Shall  Forge  or  Counterfeit  any  Ticket  or  Tickets  to  be  made  forth  on  this  let 
or  alter  any  of  the  Numbers  thereof  or  bring  any  Forged  or  0>unterfeited  Ticketi 
or  any  Ticket  whereof  the  Number  is  Altered  knowing  the  Same  to  be  Such  to  tke 
Said  Managers  or  either  of  them  to  the  Intent  to  defraud  the  Colony  or  any  Cob- 
tributor  or  adventurer  or  the  Executors  Administrators  or  Assigns  of  any  Cootrihs- 
tor  or  adventurer  upon  this  Act  that  then  every  Such  Person  or  Persons  (beiBC 
thereof  Convicted  in  due  form  of  Law)  Shall  be  adjudged  a  Felon  and  Shall  Saffer 
Death  as  In  Cases  of  Felony  without  benefit  of  Clergy  and  the  Said  Managen  or 
either  of  them  are  hereby  Authorized  Required  and  Impowered  to  Cause  any  Pertoi 
or  Persons  bringing  Such  altered  Forged  or  Counterfeited  Ticket  or  Tickets  u 
Aforesaid  to  be  apprehended  and  to  Commit  him  her  or  them  to  his  Majesty's  Goal 
of  the  City  of  New  York  to  be  proceeded  Against  for  the  Said  Felony  According  to 
Law. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  every  of  the  Manageif 
hereby  appointed  for  putting  this  Act  in  Execution  before  his  Acting  in  Such  Con- 
mission  Shall  take  the  Oath  following,  that  is  to  Say.  I.  A.  B.  do  Swear  that  I  win 
faithfully  execute  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  and  that  I  will  not  use  any  tndireet  Ait 
or  means  or  permit  or  direct  any  Person  to  uac  any  Indirect  art  or  Meant  to  Obtain 
a  Prize  or  fortunate  Lot  for  my  Self  or  any  I*erson  Whatsoever  and  tliat  I  wDl  do 
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le  utmost  of  my  Endeavours  to  prevent  any  undue  or  Sinister  Practice  to  be  done 
r  any  Person  Whatsoever  and  that  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  Judgement  declare  to 
hom  any  Prise  Iiot  or  Ticket  of  right  does  belong  according  to  the  true  Intent  of 
le  Act  of  Qovemeur  Council  and  General  Assembly  passed  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
ne  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  three  In  that  behalf  Which  Oath  Shall  be 
Imlnistered  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Colony. 

Provided  allways  And  be  It  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  the  Managers 
ereby  appointed  before  they  take  the  Oath  Prescribed  by.  this  Act  or  perform  or 
Sxecnte  anything  therein  Contained  Shall  first  Enter  into  the  following  Recognlz- 
lice  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  That  is  to  Say  Each 
f  them  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Sum  of  Two  Thou- 
■nd  Five  Hundred  Pounds  with  two  Sufilcient  Sureties  each  in  half  that  Sum  Con- 
itioned  that  they  Shall  and  will  well  and  Truly  each  for  his  part  Execute  the  Trust 
teposed  in  them  by  this  Act  and  well  and  Truly  observe  do  and  Perform  all  the 
Hrections  thereby  required  to  be  done  and  Performed  by  them  accordingly  to  the 
roe  Intent  and  meaning  thereof  which  Several  Recognizances  are  to  be  delivered 
o  the  Treasurer  by  the  Justice  before  whom  the  Same  Shall  be  So  taken  (having 
Izst  Caused  the  Same  to  be  Recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Supreme  Court)  in  order 

0  be  lodged  In  the  Treasury. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  That  the  Several  deduc- 
ioDB  of  Fifteen  per  Cent  upon  the  whole  Number  of  fortunate  Tickets  Shall  be 
^d  into  the  Hands  of  the  Trustees  appointed  in  and  by  an  Act  Entituled  an  Act 
'or  Vesting  in  Trustees  the  Sum  of  Three  Thousand  Four  Hundred  and  Forty  three 
bounds.  Eighteen  Shillings,  raised  by  way  of  Lottery,  for  Erecting  a  College  within 
Jiis  Colony  passed  in  the  Twenty  fifth  Year  of  his  Majesties  Reign  [See  Nov.  26, 
7SL]  to  BE  by  them  put  out  at  Interest  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Said  Act 
mtiU  the  Same  Shall  be  Imployed  by  Some  future  Act  for  and  towards  founding  a 
)oUege  for  the  advancement  of  Learning  within  this  Colony,  by  the  Managers  hereof 
rat  of  which  nevertheless  there  Shall  be  allowed  by  the  Said  Trustees  in  case  the 
iiOtteiy  he  Actually  drawn  the  following  Sums,  Viz.,  To  each  of  the  said  Managers 
he  Sum  of  fifty  Pounds  to  each  of  the  two  Clerks  Six  Shillings  per  diem  for  every 
>ay  they  Shall  be  Actually  Imployed  in  the  Said  Drawing  to  each  of  the  two  Per- 
NHis  who  Shall  Draw  the  Tickets  Three  Shillings  per  Diem  for  every  Day  they 
Ihall  be  So  Imployed  and  all  Reasonable  Charges  for  Printing  Books  Tickets  and 
idvertiBements  and  Such  other  Incidents  as  may  Necessarily  be  Required  in  the 
iaid  Lottery. 

AND  that  the  purpose  of  Founding  of  the  Said  College  may  not  be  obstructed  by 
my  other  Applications  of  the  Mony's  to  Arise  from  the  Prof&ts  of  the  Said  Lottery 
tB  IT  ENACTED  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  each  and  every  Representative 
D  the  General  Assembly  for  the  time  being  who  Shall  hereafter  In  General  Assem- 
ily  move  or  Consent  to  the  applying  or  Appropriating  the  Said  Moneys  to  any  other 
raipose  Whatsoever  than  the  founding  the  College  aforesaid  Shall  be  and  is  hereby 
leclared  and  made  forever  incapable  of  Sitting  and  Voting  in  this  or  any  Future 
teneraJ  Assembly  and  New  Writs  Shall  Issue  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  no  Fee  or  Gratuity 
rhatsoever  Shall  or  may  be  demanded  or  taken  of  any  Person  or  Persons  Contrlbu- 
or  or  Adventurer  to  the  Lottery  Aforesaid  by  any  Manager  or  Managers  or  any 
ther  Officer  or  Officers  appointed  by  this  Act  for  any  thing  that  Shall  be  done  Pur- 
oant  to  this  Act  upon  pain  that  any  Officer  or  Person  OflTendlng  by  taking  any  Fee 
r  Gratuity  Contrary  to  this  Act  Shall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  to  the  party 
Tiered  to  be  recovered  with  full  Costs  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record 
rithin  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  in  Case  all  the  Said  Five 
lionsand  Tickets  Shall  not  be  Sold  and  disposed  off  before  the  Said  first  Tuesday 

1  Noyember  Next  that  then  the  money  that  has  been  Received  for  any  Ticket  or 
Ickets  by  Virtue  of  this  Act  Shall  be  by  the  Said  Managers  repaid  to  the  Person  or 
'enons  of  whom  the  Same  Shall  have  been  reoeived  His  her  or  their  Executors 
idministrators  or  Assigns  he  She  or  they  first  Producing  the  Several  Tickets  for 
rhich  Such  Repayment  Shall  be  required  and  the  Lottery  hereby  Erected  and  Made 
hall  from  thenceforth  become  Viod  anything  in  this  Act  Contained  to  the  Contrary 
ereof  Notwithstanding  and  in  Such  Case  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  Shall  pay 
nt  of  any  Money  then  in  the  Treasury  (except  Such  as  Shall  l>e  appointed  for  the 
innual  Support  of  the  Government)  the  Several  Incidents  before  mentioned  upon 
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proper  Certificates  Signed  by  the  Said  Managers  and  Receipts  thereon  Shall  be  fNi 
Vonchers  to  him  for  the  l*ayment  thereof  for  the  amount  of  which  the  GsmbI 
Assembly  Shall  and  will  Provide  ways  and  Means  to  repay  and  Replace  the  Bamt, 

PROVIDED  AND  BE  IT  ENACTED  that  In  case  the  Said  FiTe  Thousand  TMbMI 
Aforesaid  be  Sold  and  disposed  oCT  in  the  Manner  Aforesaid  before  the  first  T«i- 
day  in  November  Next  that  then  the  Managers  Shall  Proceed  to  drawing  ths  Uli 
in  Manner  Aforesaid  first  giving  publick  Notice  thereof  In  the  New  York  Post  Il« 
at  least  Fourteen  days  before  the  drawing  the  Same  anything  in  this  Act  to  tki 
Contrary  Notwithstanding. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  If  either  of  the  Mm 
mentioned  Managers  Shall  happen  to  Die  Remove  out  of  this  Colony  or  Rtfsssti 
Act  according  to  the  Several  and  Respective  Powers  and  Authorities  hereby  dliselii 
and  required  it  Shall  and  may  be  Lawfull  to  and  for  the  Governor  or  Gommanteli 
Chief  for  the  time  being  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  his  Majesty's 
cil  to  Nominate  and  Appoint  Some  other  fit  Person  or  Persona  to  be 
Managers  in  the  place  and  Stead  of  the  Manager  or  Managers  So  Dying  Remtitaf 
or  Refusing  to  Act  as  Aforesaid  anything  herein  Contained  to  the  Gontnty  UK* 
withstanding.  PROVIDED  that  the  Person  or  Persons  who  may  be  So  appotaHi 
Shall  be  obliged  to  take  the  like  Oath  Enter  into  the  like  Recognisances  and  Sni- 
tiee  as  is  herein  Directed  to  be  done  by  the  Managers  Named  In  this  Act  and  to  k 
all  respects  as  Subject  to  Observe  and  Perform  the  Severall  Directions  of  thli  irt 
as  if  he  or  they  had  been  Named  or  appointed  in  it.— Colonial  Laws  of  New  Toifc, 
Vol.  ill.  pp.  899-908. 

This  act  is  repeated  verbatim  on  Dec.  12,  17S3,  with  the  exception  of  **  his  Homa 
the  Lieutenant  Governor ",  instead  of  "his  Excellency,  the  Governor '*;  and  tki 
names  of  '^Abraham  Van  Wyck  and  Abraham  Leynsen"  as  managers;  and  chaaiH 
in  the  dates  of  drawing,  and  the  number  of  tickets.  It  is  again  repeated  oa  Dcc^ 
7,  1754. 

Other  Moneys  for  the  College  in  New  York. 

An  Act  further  to  continue  the  Duty  of  Excise  and  the  Currency  of  the  BilUof 
Credit  emitted  thereon  for  the  purposes  in  the  former  Act  and  herein  Mentioned. 

(Passed  July  4.  1761) 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  Governor  Council  and  General  Assembly  Entituled  to 
Act  for  laying  an  Excise  on  all  Strong  Liquors  retailed  in  tbls  Colony  passed  tbf 
Twelfth  Year  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne  there  was  granted  to  and  for  the  Dm 
in  the  Said  Particularly  Mentioned  a  Duty  of  Excise  on  all  Strong  Liquors  retailed 
in  this  Colony  for  the  Term  of  Twenty  Years  to  determine  on  the  first  day  <rf 
November  in  the  Year  One  tbou9and  Seven  Hundred  and  Thirty  four  which  by 
Several  Subsequent  Acts  has  been  prolonged  to  the  Year  One  thousand  Sereo 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven. 

AND  Whereas  It  has  been  the  Intention  of  the  Legislature  for  Several  Years  Put 
to  Establish  a  seminary  within  this  Colony  for  the  Education  of  Youth  in  the 
Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences  And  as  at  present  no  other  means  can  be  devised  than  bj 
a  further  Continuance  of  the  Aforesaid  Act  and  the  Bills  of  Credit  Issued  there- 
upon and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  having  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the  Intes- 
tlons  of  the  General  Assembly  to  proceed  upon  that  good  design  at  this  Sessloo  u 
Signified  by  their  Votes  at  their  last  Meeting,  The  General  Assembly  therefore  Pray 
it  may  be  Enacted,  AND 

BE  IT  ENACTED  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  Council  and  the  Genenl 
Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  same  that  the  before 
Mentioned  Act  Entituled  An  Act  for  laying  an  Excise  on  all  Strong  Liquors  retailed 
in  this  Colony  and  every  Clause  Matter  and  thing  therein  Contained  Shall  from 
the  first  day  of  November  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thooiand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven  (to  which  time  the  Said  Duty  on  Excise  was  Con- 
tinued by  an  Act  passed  in  the  Thirteenth  Year  of  his  present  Majesties  Reign)  be. 
remain  and  Continue  of  full  Force  and  Virtue  to  all  Intents  Constmctlons  and  Piir> 
poses  whatsoever  until  the  first  Day  of  November  which  will  be  In  the  Year  of  Oor 
Lord  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty  Seven. 

AND  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Oolony  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  Enabled  and  Directed  to  Pay  onto  the  Tmiteef 
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1 
tlooed  and  appdDted  Id  aod  b;  an  Act  Paaaed  Id  tbe  Twenty  Bftli  Yettc  ot  bla 
eat  UajMtlta  BetcD  Bntltalpd  Ad  Act  Veetlns  Id  Trusteea  th«  Bum  at  Threp 
■and  Foot  Hnudred  and  Fortr  Ibree  Poundi  Elgbleeo  BblUlDga  raised  bj  war 
otterr  fM  BrectlDB  a  Collece  wltbln  this  ColDoy  oat  of  tbe  UoDey'a  arialiK  bj 
Datj  of  Excise  the  ADDunl  Sam  of  Flie  Handred  FonndB  for  aod  doling  the 
a  of  Seren  Yeara  to  GommeDce  Irom  and  After  the  Btat  of  Jtanary  doit  next 
ilDS  to  be  b7  them  apportloDed  and  distributed  In  Salaries  for  tbe  Chief  Uaatei 
cad  «f  the  Semlnarr  b;  whatever  deaomlnallon  he  m«j  be  hereafter  Called  and 
loch  and  So  maDj  other  Uaitera  and  OtOcera  nsea  aod  Parpoaes  CoDceroIng  tbe 
bllahmeat  ot  the  Said  Semlnarr  na  tbe  Said  Tmaleea  Shall  from  time  to  time 
heir  dlMretion  think  Needfol,  AltwafS  Provided  that  tbe  whole  Cbaree  and 
cDce  of  the  Same  do  cot  exceed  the  Above  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pooud*  ■ 
'  An;  thing  In  tbe  Acts  Aforesaid  to  the  Contrary  Notwithstanding. 
ID  be  It  further  Enacted  b;  the  Anthorltr  Aforewld  that  the  Said  Tnuteea 
I  be  aDd  are  hereby  Impowered  to  Apportion  and  Appoint  tbe  Quantnm  of  the 
rj**  of  tbe  Several  Hasten  aod  olDcen  of  the  Bemlnarj  bereb;  Intended  to  be 
.bUahed  and  to  direct  tbe  Parment  Ibereof  bj  Quarterly  or  half  Yparly  Pay- 
ta  as  they  In  tbelr  dUcretlon  Shall  think  Host  fltUng  And  ConvenlenL 
[D  be  it  farther  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforeaald  that  the  Truatees  Afore- 
Sball  Ascertain  the  Bates  which  each  Stadeot  or  Bcbi^i  Shall  Annually  Pay 
bla  or  their  Edacatlon  at  tbe  Said  Seminary  for  all  which  Snms  they  Bhall 
nmt  wltb  the  QoTemor  or  Commander  tn  Chief  for  tbe  time  being  the  OoddcII 
he  Qenersl  Asaembly  when  by  them  or  any  of  them  theicuoto  Keqalred  And 
A  Bald  Bums  shall  be  applyed  to  and  for  Bach  ute  or  nsea  as  Shall  be  directed 
let  or  Acta  bereafler  to  lie  paaaed. 

ID  be  It  further  Enacted  By  the  Authority  Aforesaid  That  all  the  Besldne  ot 
UoDcy  arising  by  the  Said  Duty  of  Biclse  Shall  be  applyed  towards  CancelllnR 
Bills  of  Credit  Emitled  on  tbe  »ald  Fund  unless  the  Said  Bills  be  all  Cancelled 
4oDey  Arising  by  the  Said  Duty  before  the  Said  Year  One  thousand  Seven  Han- 
1  and  Slily  Seven  in  which  Case  all  tbe  Bealdue  of  the  Bald  Money  Shall  remain 
be  Treaaury  to  be  dlapoaed  olf  bh  Shall  be  directed  by  Bome  Act  or  Acta  ber?- 
r  to  be  PA8BED  (or  that  purvooe  and  that  tbe  Said  Bills  of  Credit  Sball  also 
iln  Current  nntll  the  Said  Year  One  thousand  Seven  Hondted  and  Sixty  Beven 
m  they  be  Sooner  Cancelled.— Colonial  Laws  of  New  York.  Vol.  111.  pp.  tOS-llO. 

Chubou  op  New  Tobk. 
Organists  and  Choristere.     Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  Jnly  16, 1753. 
yonaistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name.     The  following 
■e  laid  before  the  Consistory. 

1.  Whether  the  lot  of  the  Messrs.  Livingston  near  the  New 
irch,  lately  inherited  by  the  widow  Moor,  should  be  bought; 
:aken  on  the  same  conditions  as  the  whole  plot  of  four  lots  was 
ght  by  us?  Answer,  Yes:  but  on  condition  that  Messrs.  Ab. 
1  Wyck,  Evert  Bancker,  and  Peter  Keteltas,  at  once  ask  her  to 
the  building  on  the  newly  bought  ground,  at  the  side  of 
Waldron's,  and  not  begin  with  the  line  of  ground  we  have 
ai  from  her, 

S.  The  organist  Boutsman,  and  the  chorister  of  the  Old 
irch,  Jacobus  Stoutenberg,  being  sent  for,  on  account  of  their 
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quarrel,  the  Consistory  resolved  that  they  should  become  recon- 
ciled. If  this  were  done,  both  should  continue  in  their  ofSofc 
Nevertheless,  this  was  refused  by  the  latter  for  a  reason  whieh 
the  Consistory  judged  insufficient.  Therefore  the  President  m 
directed  to  suniuion  him  privately,  and  say  that  if  he  continned 
in  the  same  mind,  they  would  be  obliged  to  provide  for  the  nutta 


C.  It  was  judf^d  necessary  to  make  preparation  by  the  tina 
of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  to  have  the  l^iej 
of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  broken,  (that  is,  to  obtain  the  right  to 
alienate  the  fee).  The  following  committee  was  appointed: 
Elders,  Ab.  Van  Wyck  and  Francis  Marschalk;  and  Deaeou, 
Com.  Clopper,  Jr.  and  Albert  Tiebout.  These  were  to  speik 
with  Second  Judge  Chambers,  and  lawyer  Alexander,  together 
with  Sir.  Paul  Richards,  Elder,  and  such  others  as  they  thongkt 
needful. 

Thus  done  in  Consistorj-  on  date  above  given.  Signed  in  tie 
name  of  all, 

J.  Hitzema,  p.  t.  Vice  President 

New  York  July  17,  1753. 
Consistory  held.  After  calling  on  the  Lord's  name,  the  «t 
of  the  previous  day  was  read.  After  consideration,  it  was  fnr 
ther  Resolved,  unanimously,  to  announce  the  folio-wing  to  Tit- 
Jacobus  StoutenLerg,  the  provisional  chorister  of  the  old  chtrch; 
and  he  appearing,  this  announcement  was  made; 

1.  That  the  consistory  abides  by  its  resolution  of  yesterday  (9« 
B  above)  respecting  him  and  Mr.  Boutsman. 

2.  That  the  consistory  is  resolved  to  take  careful  consideration 
the  aggravating  circumstances  of  iiis  tongue,  yet  would  be  glsJlj 
spared  this  trouble. 

3.  Therefore  the  consistory  earneatly  advises  him  to  resign  hit 
office,  and  thus  let  the  whole  matter  rest. 

Wherefore,  after  some  discourse,  Jlr.  Stoutenberg  resigned  iu* 
office,  and  thanked  the  consistory,  and  said  he  would  according  to 
order,  deliver  the  silver  baptismal  howl  to  the  President  He 
requested  that  nothing  should  be  said  of  what  had  occurred.    ^ 
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le  consistory  promised,  provided  he  gave  no  reason  for  the  coi 
•ary  course. 

Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Antwerpen  was  then  called  in  and  appointe 
recentor  in  the  Old  Church  at  a  yearly  salary  of  fifteen  pound 
Tew  York  money,  and  the  fees  for  recording  the  infant  baplisn 
a  the  Old  Church.  He  engaged  to  undertake  this  in  the  iet 
f  the  Lord.  Further  instructions  were  promised  him  by  tt 
^resident,  and  it  was  resolved  that  his  appointment  should  I 
mblished  from  the  pulpit. 

Mr.  Peter  Boutsman  was  continued  in  oflSce  as  organist,  an 
teriously  warned  to  keep  silence  in  reference  to  the  past  betwee 
um  and  Mr.  Stoutenberg ;  and,  far  from  taunting  or  reproaching 
»  leave  Mr.  Stoutenberg  and  his  family  in  proper  respect  aB 
]Tiiet,  (as  Mr.  S.  on  his  side  had  promised  consistory  to  act  towai 
Mr.  Boutsman),  and  to  conduct  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  tl 
sonsistory,  and  the  congregation. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Boutsman  gave  thanks  for  his  reinstatemei 

and  warning.     He  also  promised  to  conform  to  it  and  to  whatevc 

eke  should  be  esteemed  necessary  for  the  edification  of  the  co: 

gregation.     This  was  again  recommended  to  him,  in  order  1 

prevent  any  complaints  in  the  future.     Thus  done  in  consistoi 

meeting,  and  with  the  preceding  of  July  16,  Signed  in  the  nan 

of  all,  by  me, 

Henricus  Boel,  President. 

Acts  op  the  Classis  op  Amsterdam. 

Thomas  Eomeyn. 

1763,  July  23rd.  3.  Thomas  Eomeyn,  of  Hackensack, 
Bergen  County,  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  America 
Kew  Netherland,  S.S.  Theol.  Studiosus,  exhibited  very  laudab 
certificates,  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  others,  of  his  studies 
America  in  the  languages  and  Theology.  He  also  exhibited  tl 
iistrument  of  a  call  made  out  to  him  by  the  Consistories  of  tl 
Combined  congregations  of  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay  in  Quee: 
County  on  Long  Island,  in  the  province  of  New  York.  But  son 
>f  the  people  at  Jamaica  had  protested  against  this  call,  as  the: 
^ere  formerly  two  more  churches  combined  with  Jamaica  ai 
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Oyster  Bay.  For  the  moderating  of  this  call,  "Rev.  de  Ronde  Lad 
been  appointed  by  tbe  Coetua ;  but  it  waa  done  also  in  the  presenn 
of  Rev,  John  Frielinghuyaen,  from  whom  in  addition,  came  i 
lengthy  letter  in  justification  of  the  legality  of  this  call. 

The  Deputati  ad  res  Extcras  made  a  full  report  from  the  fonn« 
Acta  as  to  the  state  of  those  churches  (in  Queeos  Connty). 
Therefore  the  Assembly  resolved  to  adopt  the  advice  anhmiHed 
by  the  Messrs.  Deputies,  which  reads  as  follows : 

1.  That  it  would  be  hard  to  send  Thomas  Romyn  back,  la- 
ordained, 

2.  That  he  can  be  ordained  as  minister  at  Oyster  Bay  aloiw; 
for  nothing  has  occurred  against  thb  call  with  reference  to  Oystsr 
Bay. 

3.  But  'Rev.  Romyn  will  have  to  promise  in  writing,  not  to 
allow  himself  to  be  employed  as  minister  at  Jamaica,  until  the 
appeal  brought  agaiost  the  Consistory  that  called  him,  as  ndl 
as  that  againat  his  call  by  another  Consistory  at  Jamaica,  Bhill 
have  been  settled  either  in  Coetus  or  in  Claasb. 

4.  That  express  mention  of  this  arrangement  shall  be  made  in 
the  qualification  which  at  the  proper  time  shall  be  given  to  Her. 
Romyn. 

5.  That  of  all  this,  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Coetns.  Alio 
they  (the  Deputati)  shall  indicate  that  it  is  not  considered  propn 
that  Rev.  Frielinghuyaen  should  have  allowed  himself  to  be  em- 
ployed as  moderator  of  this  call,  since  Rev.  de  Gonde  had  been 
appointed  moderator  of  said  call  by  the  Coetus. 

6.  That  it  should  be  suggested  to  the  consideration  of  CoetoB, 
whether  it  were  not  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion,  flitt 
hereafter,  all  calls  which  are  made  in  America  should  be  fint 
handed  in  for  judgment  and  approval  to  the  Coetus,  before  they 
are  brought  to  our  Classis. 

7.  That  the  Coetus  be  requested  to  put  forth  their  good  ofBc«s 
once  more,  in  order  to  reunite  the  four  congregations  of  Oyster 
Bay,  Jamaica,  Newtown,  and  Hempstead;  and  that  Rev.  Romyn 
be  earnestly  urged  to  cooperate  towards  this,  and  to  sabmit  last 
self  to  the  Coetus. 
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Rev.  Romyn  having  considered  all  this,  agrees  to  it,  and  shall 
be  examined,  preparatorily  and  finally,  at  the  next  Classis. 

Xn.  346-347.     Referred  to,  XXIV.  20-22. 

The  Classis  gave  to  the  wife  of  Rev.  P.  H.  Dorsius,  £6.     XII. 
347. 

Schools  and  Chueches  in  New  York,  1763. 

A  Letter  from  Rev.  Gideon  Hawley  of  Marshpee  containing  a 
Narrative  of  his  Journey  to  Onohoghgwage  in  July,  1753. 

July  81,  1794. 

It  \b  forty  yean,  this  day,  since  I  was  ordained  a  Missionary  to  tlie  Indians,  in 
tlM  Old  South  meeting  house.  (Boston),  when  the  Rey.  Dr.  Sewall  preached  on  the 
^leeasion,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince  gave  the  charge. 

I  had  been  in  the  service  from  Feb.  6.  O.  8.  1752,  and  by  an  ecclesiastical  council 
eMTened  for  that  purpose,  was  now  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist 
miDO&g  the  western  Indians.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Foxcroft  and  Dr.  Ghauncy  assisted  upon 
tke  occasion,  and  Mrs.  Appleton  of  Cambridge,  with  many  delegates  from  their 
lespectiTe  Churches. 

I  entered  upon  this  arduous  business  at  Stockbrldge,  (Ct.)  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bdwards.  Was  instructor  of  a  few  families  of  Iroquois,  who  came 
4twn  from  their  country  for  the  sake  of  christian  knowledge  and  the  schooling  of 
their  children. 

These  families  consisted  of  Mohawks,  Oneldas,  and  Tuscaroras,  from  Kanajoharry, 
and  Onohoghgwage.  I  was  their  school-master,  and  preached  to  them  on  the  Lord's- 
day.  Mr.  Edwards  visited  my  school,  catechised  my  scholars,  and  frequently  deliv- 
end  a  discourse  to  their  parents.  To  Indians  he  was  a  very  plain  and  practical 
preacher:  upon  no  occasion  did  he  display  any  metaphysical  knowledge  In  the  pul- 
pit His  sentences  were  concise,  and  full  of  meaning;  and  his  delivery  grave  and 
aatural.  In  the  winter,  Indians  are  at  home,  and  my  school  was  well  attended.  But 
many,  who  wintered  at  Stockbrldge,  in  the  Spring  and  Summer  went  ofT,  and  were 
about  Bchoharry,  beyond  Albany.  In  the  month  of  September,  (1752),  I,  therefore. 
Bade  an  excursion  into  the  Mohawk  country.  I  had  never  been  at  Albany,  nor  even 
as  far  as  SLinderhook,  till  now;  and  was  Ignorant  of  the  way,  which  led  through  the 
wUdemess. 

I  therefore*  wanted  a  guide,  and  took  with  me  a  young  Canada  Indian,  who  had 
attended  my  school.  He  had  been  bred  a  Roman  Catholic;  could  repeat  the  Lord's 
Prayer  In  Latin,  and  Ave  Maria;  could  read  and  write.  He  furnished  me  with  an 
alphabet  for  his  language,  which  was  of  use  to  me.  He  was  of  the  Cagnawauga 
tribe. 

He  was  my  company,  and  only  he.  Two  years  afterwards,  some  of  the  Canada 
Indians  came,  and  not  improbably  this  fellow  might  be  of  the  party,  who  fell  upon 
a  fkmlly  at  Stockbrldge,  on  the  Lord's-day,  and  murdered  and  captured  several  of 
tti  inhabitants.  But  it  was  now  peace,  and  I  had  no  apprehension  when  travelling 
alooe  with  him,  a  whole  day,  through  a  solitary  wilderness. 

Near  night  we  arrived  at  the  out  houses  in  Kinderhook.  (At  this  point  Mr.  Hawley 
was  abandoned  by  his  guide,  and  obliged  to  proceed  alone.) 

I  knew  not  the  way  to  Albany;  and  the  path  I  had  taken  was  obscure,  and 
onfrequented  by  white  people.  I  came' to  an  Indian  village,  took  some  directions, 
but  lost  my  way.  I  wandered  in  blind  paths  till  I  found  a  few  white  Inhabitants 
in  huts,  who  had  lately  made  settlements;  but  being  ignorant  of  the  English  lan- 
foage  could  give  me  but  poor  information.  To  be  short,  I  finally  got  into  the  great 
road,  I  knew  not  how,  but  not  until  I  had  been  out  in  a  most  terrible  storm  of 
thunder  and  lightening.  Thunder  tempests  are  very  frequent  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  coontiy;  and  I  have  often  met  with  them  since  in  the  wilderness,  and  some- 
times when  alone.  It  cleared  ofT,  and  I  travelled;  and  all  at  once,  through  an  open- 
kg,  appeared  to  view  the  city  of  Albany;  and  I  soon  discovered  a  fleet  of  vessels 
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b;  Its  ildp,  OD  Uie  BilJat^Qt  river.  Qrcit  wai  mr  satlsfaiMlou.  I  oame  dan  id 
cnMsed  the  (err;;  w«nt  Into  the  cltj-.  unci  psssed  11;  came  to  the  bonaei  bctna 
Albeur  SDil  Schenectady,  and  lods»].  These  (rere  onl;  two  houses,  kept  fn  Ita 
entertalDment  of  paaeengera.  They  were  alone,  bot  did  not  lurTnoiilie.  Tint 
bonsea  wlU  agrefei  but  two  la  n  wilderness  will  b«  considered  >s  rlrili;  tod  tbA 
iDlemts  will  clasb.  Such  Is  bumso  DUIure.  (bat  power  and  Intercati  nut  tt 
balanced  by  a  third  person  or  Interest. 

Between  Albany  and  Skenectady  Is  barren  land;  bot  It  ts  strsnge  that  only  t>i 
boasea  bid  been  nt  that  time  erected  on  a  road  so  much  frequented,  and  tat  m 
many  years  together. 

Soon  alter  1  lerc  ibese  boDses.  the  road  pnrts.  Tliat  (o  the  right.  leads  to  Sck>- 
necladf;  and  on  the  olber,  a  mnd  to  Schobarry.*  where  I  artiyed  In  the  aft» 
hood;  aud  Koon  found  Ibe  Indians,  and  particularly  Jnnab,  whose  ludlBD  umt  k 
T'baDbanagn'anaj^'<BB.  wbich  Is  Imig,  but  of  do  eilraordlDsry  nieanlag.  Tlili  «M 
a  very  cbrlstlan-llke  Indian,  and  his  wife  a  good  WDioan.  who  soon  got  me  NW 
retreabment.  His  mother  was  n  rery  old  K-nion.  and  o(  French  extract,  and  M 
blooded,  being  captured  from  Canada  when  very  young.  Jonab.  tberetore.  wu  bilt 
blood.  I  never  saw  blm  the  worse  for  alrang  drink.  He  was  a  nun  of  ptaytr.  1 
had  much  ai^qnalulnnce  wltb  blm  afltr  [bia,  as  I  had  couBlderable  the  winter  punl. 
wben  he  waa  at  Slockbri^ge  with  his  family.  His  wife  waa  at  the  TmaHa 
tribe.  Jonah  and  some  olber  families  were  about  coming  again  to  StocktuHfl. 
there  to  winter,  ^omc  otbers,  whom  I  saw.  were'  going  to  Onobogbgwace.  wkia 
they  belonged.  I  left  Jonab,  and  went  furtber  down,  about  six  tnilea,  and  fimi 
at  the  Mohuwk  rillage,  Shurrack,  Peter,  and  otbers.  wbo  the  summer  psill  W' 
tieen  gatbcrlng.  wltb  their  wives  and  children,  genseng  root  for  the  EaitrM 
market:  It  bating  (he  laat  year  auawenid  for  the  exporter,  beyond  all  expee(ltl>i 
But  tbla  year,  as  the  ei-eni  proved,  many  adventurers  or  speculators  In  It  «« 
nearly  rained;  but  the  Indiana  enipluyeil  In  catherlng  II,  got  consldeiable  by  K. 
having  collected  It  In  great  quantities.  The  Indian  name  for  tbls  root  is,  SaW- 
itiOgtHiBh.  I  lodged  in  tbo  vicinity  of  these  Indians,  and  visited  them  bi  tk 
morning;  gave  their  children  a  few  trlBes  tbnt  were  acceptable.  Invited  Ikea  H 
Stockbrldge,  and  set  out  upon  my  return,  and  cnme  to  the  two  booses  beinM 
Albany  and  Skenectady.  where  I  again  lodged. 

In  regard  to  Scboborry,  II  Is  due  land,  and  settled  by  Palat1nc«,  brought  over.  (I 
the  expense  of  the  nation,  In  Queen  Anne's  reign.  It  Is  watered  by  a  stream.  wUrb 
tends  to  the  sonlbward.  not  far  from  tbe  source  of  the  Delaware,  which  tales  a 
opposite  direction.  Here  are  tbree  deceut  meeting  bouiies.  and  two  domlues.  Ite 
one  a  Calvlnlani  (John  Schuyler):  and  Ibe  oilier,  a  Lutheran.  {I'eter  U.  SomMii. 
The  language  of  tills  people  is  German  or  High  Dutcb,  nud  tbey  are  hosbaiilBcs. 
Tbe  Albanians  aiid  people  of  Schenectady  were  Hollauders.  and  en>ployed  In  ml>; 
and  TCry  few  were  farmem.  For  tbe  sake  of  the  Indian  trade,  which  is  Tery  laai- 
tlve.  they  have  ciplorMl  Ihe  great  lakes,  and  peDi>lra1ed  Into  tbe  bowels  of  Ot 
wilderness.  Tbe  Indians  (rum  Canada,  with  tbelr  skins  and  fars,  came  to  AHiUf 
In  time  of  peace.    I  have  seen  nnmber?  of  them  there  at  a  time. 

There  was  a  mlsslouaif  [Ucv.  JoLn  Ogilvlc)  to  the  Mohawks  from  tbe  society  U> 
London;  but  he  cealded,  as  be  was  ronslder>'d  ns  I'bnpialn  In  tbe  fort.  In  Albsaj: 
very  little  of  bis  time  with  bis  Indians:  and.  Iherofore.  could  do  th«n  In*  fMl 
than  a  conalnnt  resident  among  them.  1  was  solicited  once  by  a  clergyman  of  Ibtl 
city,  to  tarry  a  while  In  town,  saying.  "In  case  I  went  and  baptised  tbe  eldldRi. 
I  might  return  and  spend  the  Keason  agreeably  at  Albany."  Tbe  Rev.  Mr.  BaieHy, 
wbo  was  now  a  missionary  In  the  city  of  Kew  York,  It  was  said,  be  bad  bfcs  i 
faithful  and  lenlaus  Instructor  of  the  Indians,  but  bis  situation,  as  I  was  Intanafd. 
was  made  uncomfortable  by  his  neighbours:  and  bis  support  being  scanty,  he  Irfi 
them  and  Mr.  Oglevie  was  his  snccessor,  and  now  In  office.  This  gentleman  bad 
many  amiable  qoalilles;  bat  he  Bnally  removed  to  New  York,  and  succeeded  Dt. 
Barclay  also  »l  that  place 

In  the  year  1T48,  tbls  Board  had  sent  upon  tbe  same  mission  Mr.  Eltbn  BpfMt.l 
who  could  not  surmount  the  obstacles  be  met  with.  But  these  Indians  havlit 
sundry  of  them,  particularly  Joosh.  Sharrack.  and  some  others,  by  coming  to  Stack- 
bridge  manifested  a  thirst  for  christian  knowledge,  tbe  commissioners  wete«oea■^ 
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iKcd  to  make  anotber  attempt  to  crcit  tbe  gospel  to  tbcm.  ThE7  did  all  tbej  conid 
Co  eoconnge  IL  Uone;  was  not  wantitiR  In  tbelr  treaiory:  and  tbe  cotiipan;  Id 
lADdoD  were  Bblt  to  Biuwer  tbelr  bllla,  nben  more  was  called  for.  and  were  read; 
J>  do  It. 

It  *u  agreed  that  Deacon  Woodbrldge*  being  a  man  long  acquainted  witb  the 
bmlnesa,  and  a  gentleman  of  abllltieB.  aboDld  accompan;  me  Into  their  coontrj,  and 
IntrodDce  me  to  tbe  iDdlaoH,  wftb  wbose  manners  aad  language  I  bad  gained  some 
acqaalntance  and  bad  been  acceptable  In  tar  acbool,  etc.  It  traa  also  agreed  that 
lira.  ABhler  abonld  be  our  Interpreter;  and  tbat  Benjamin  Asbler,  bcr  busband, 
should  be  employed,  and  bave  a  aalary.  This  coold  not  be  avoided.  I(  we  bad  bla 
wife;  but  he  was  a  fanatick,  and  on  that  account  onQt  to  be  employed  In  tbe  mlg- 
■IML  HI*  wife  waa  a  Tory  good  aor:  of  a  woman,  and  an  eitraartHnarr  Interpreter 
to  tbe  IroqnolB  language.  8lie  iraa  captured  at  DeerDeld.  when  tbat  town  waa 
destrored.  In  1703,  and  carried  to  Cagnawauga.  when  abc  was  about  three  reara  old. 
Ber  two  biothera.  Martia  and  Joeepb  Kellogg,  well  known  )□  their  iay,  were  both 
•H«r  than  tbelr  alater,  and  were  taken  at  the  same  time.  Tbe  two  boya  got  away 
feefon  the  alater.  who  realded  In  Canada  among  tbe  Cagnawaugaa  until  abe  waa  a 
maiden  grown.  Her  brothers,  however,  lived  there  long  enough  to  be  good  Inter- 
pivtns,  pariteularly  Joseph  Kellogg,  Eaq..  who  was  the  best  In  bla  day.  that  New 
■ugtand  had,  and  was  employed  npou  every  occasion.  For  many  years  he  was  at 
rort  Duinmer,  on  Connecticut  river,  near  Number  Four  :t  waa  at  the  Albany  treaty 
Ib  tbe  year  17B4.  wblch  was  attended  by  a  great  number  of  respectable  personages 
tna  tbe  aereral  provinces  and  eolonlea  than  bad  met  on  any  similar  occaalon.  And 
ta  tke  7«ar  ITEt,  being  persnaded  by  General  Bblrley  lo  accompany  blm  In  his  way 
to  Oswego,  as  an  Interpreter,  wblcb  he  nndertook  with  a  broken  state  of  health,  be 
liekened  and  died:  and  was  burled  at  Skeneeledy. 

Martin,  well  known  by  the  name  ol  Captain  Kellogg,  was  a  very  remarkable  man 
tor  Us  courage  and  bodily  strength.  Be  waa  several  times  captured  and  carried  to 
(knada.  Uany  storlea  were  related  of  his  feats  and  eiplolts  In  eariy  life.  He  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Hergeant  In  Mr.  Hollla's  school,  and  his  labors  were  acceptable,  as 
far  >•  I  know.  He  lived  at  Kewlngton  near  Farmlngton.  In  Connecticut,  where,  I 
nppose.  be  died  about  the  year  ITM.  Rebecca,  my  Interpreter,  laid  her  bones  at 
(Miatuvbgwage  In  Augnst,  I7&T.  when  I  was  at  Harshpee.  She  waa  mncb  lamented 
by  tbe  Indlaaa.    Her  Indian  name  was  Wausaunla. 

Baring  retnmed  from  Boston,  with  a  written  recommendation  from  the  Governor. 
ts  which  was  alDied  tbe  greet  seal  ol  the  province  and  with  other  credentials  and 
private  letters  from  particular  gentlemen.  It  was  only  necessary  for  ds  to  prepare 
for  our  mission,  which  we  did  without  delay.  Bnt  It  was  on  Tuesday.  May  Xtnd. 
(ITU)  when  Hr.  Woodbrldge,  myself  and  company,  set  out  from  Stockbrldge  tor  the 
Indian  conntry.  Our  departure  npon  so  great  an  errand  aa  the  planting  Christianity 
In  tbe  wlldemeaa,  about  an  hundred  miles  beyond  any  setllement  of  christian  people. 
*nw  tbe  attention  of  tbe  whole  town.  And  tbe  Bev.  Mr.  Edwards,  his  wife,  and 
others,  accompanied  ds  a  considerable  distance  Into  the  woods,  toward  Klnderhook. 
They  retoned  after  taking  leave  of  ns  In  the  most  affectionate  manner,  and  we 
pumed  oar  way  having  only  an  Indian  track.  We  arrived  at  tbe  flial  house,  and 
pM  np  for  the  night,  and  the  next  day  came  to  Albany,  where  we  tarried  two 
Bights,  making  acqaalntances,  and  collecting  aome  necessaries  for  onr  Journey.  We 
found  friends,  but  the  people  In  geikerat  did  not  much  favour  our  undertaking. 
Trade  with  tbe  savages  was  their  support.  This  city  Is  very  compact.  In  the  time 
of  war  It  wu  always  picketed,  and  Id  tbe  many  expeditions  against  Canada,  It  has 
been  the  rendesvous  of  soldiers.  It  Is  considered  as  the  head  of  navigation,  although 
wltb  small  craft  tbe  river  Is  navigable  to  tbe  Halt  Hood,  nine  miles  above  It.  The 
land  on  the  back  of  the  town  Is  poor,  but  the  intervals,  up  and  down  the  river  are 
fertile,  and  there  are  some  very  considerable  and  valnabie  Islands  not  far  from  the 
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few  who  wished  to  promote  him.  Fnr  munv  venr 
snatalned  his  station  with 


atlon  with  reputation. 
Charleston,  new  Hampshire. 
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JohDBon.  and  obULp  hie  caDalpnanrr  In  favoar  of  our  mlBSlon.  At  immd  we  m 
Bcbeneclud;?,  a  towD  Id  bome  rpBpc-<rtB  slmilur  lo  Aibsnr,  bat  more  pleuuiL  Vi 
crosaed  tbe  ferr7  and  b;  a  letter  Irom  Colonel  Jacob  n'eodrU  at  Boston,  were  U 
dnced  to  111*  fri(-nd  Major  Ulea,  wlio  hoepltablj  rM'elTed  na.  Having  dlaed,  n 
proceeded,  and  bad  a  rei?  pleasant  ride  np  Mobuirk  rlrer.  oo  tbe  north  aide.  U 
■onaet  we  were  pollletr  received  at  Colonel  Johnson's  Kite,  bT  UdikU  to  pM>«. 
Here  we  lodged.  Ills  maaslon  wu  ■lutelj-.  and  illuale  a  little  dlatonce  froB  ik 
river,  on  rlnlng  cnmnd,  and  adjacent  lo  u  (itn-am  which  tnmed  bis  mlU.  Tlk 
gentleman  won  ndl  known  In  hla  civil,  mllltarr.  and  prlrate  cbaracter.  Hi 
the  first  civil  cbaracter  In  the  codhIj  of  Alban;  at  Ihat  Atj;  and  aflet  thli  ti 
means  of  the  war,  wbl<*h  commenced  In  17!B.  and  hla  connexion  witb  the  Indian,  ol 
wbom  he  was  appointed  sole  saperlntendant  for  that  part  of  the  continent,  be 
to  great  emlacnci-.  in  1756.  he  was  made  a  baronet.  II  wai  favonnble  lo  ooi 
■Ion  to  have  bl>  patmuuge.  which  I  never  loat.  In  tbe  fear  1T6S.  I  foimd  h: 
another  manalon,  abual  elgbt  miles  from  Ibis,  and  four  from  tbe  river.  lUi  kit 
waa  a  very  solierb  uud  cleKant  edlBce,  surroundPd  b^  llllle  balldlnga  for  tbe  at 
modatlon  of  tbe  loillaus.  wben  down  apon  treaties  or  conferencea  with  him.  Hi. 
Woodbrldge  and  1  took  our  leave  of  him  In  tbe  momlUK.  rode  np  to  tbe  ford 
crowed  the  livcr.  and  innie  over  lo  the  >aulb  side,  and  rode  to  what  was  called tk 
Mobawk  custlei  ni-ur  which  was  a  stone  cbupcl  and  a  vlllsge  of  Indians,  sjta* 
Bchoharr;  creek,   uot  far  from   tbe  place  where  II  discharges  Ita  waters  Ints  ttr 

We  dined  with  the  comniandanl  of  the  garrlaon,  which  eoiulated  of  a  aer 
and  a  few  privates,  under  I.Ieulenant  Batler.  who  resided  there  with  hla  bnUf. 
We  heard  tbe  western  news  and  that  the  French  In  great  forces  bad  pane 
Uatarlo  lake,  golne.  as  It  waa  coojecinrcd.  to  tbe  Ohio;  where  the;  erected  Uwbit 
which  was  called  Uuquesne.  now  Plttsburxh.*  Mr  Batler  obtained  for  us  an  IdUn 
gnlde,  (o  condncl  im  acnws  to  Schoharr)*.  about  sixteen  miles  aoutb.  threngk  i 
wilderness.  We  went  up  the  creek.  Our  path  was  obscure  and  obstmcled,  aadtt* 
travelling  nncomfortuble.  We  came  lo  a  resting  place,  and  breathed  our  bonet,  ill 
■tiaked  our  thirst  ut  the  olreain.  whin  we  pen^clved  our  ludlan  looking  for  a  Hoia 
which  bavltiB  fouud.  be  ca»l  to  a  heap,  wblvh  tor  age*  bad  been  accnmnlatlDg  If 
[uasengers  like  bliii.  who  WHS  our  KUldr'.j 

We  Inquired  wbj  be  oliscrved  tbe  rile.  HIk  nnswer  was.  that  bis  father  praetkri 
II.  and  enjoined  It  on  bini.    Uut  be  did  uot  like  to  talk  on  the  subject. 

I  have  observed  lu  everj  ijart  of  Ihe  countr)-.  and  among  every  Irlbe  of  Indlia^ 

slicks  collected  on  Ihe  like  U'caiiloa  ss  Ihe  above.  The  larueat  heap  I  ever  observe 
Is  that  large  collection  of  small  sioiics  on  tbe  uionntalu  between  Stockbrldge  ai 
Ureal  Barrlngton.  We  have  a  aacrillcc  rock,  si  It  Is  termed,  betwevo  PlrmMU 
and  Sandwich,  lo  wblcb  siouex  aad  sticks  are  alwara  cast  by  Indians  who  pass  IL 
This  custom  or  right  Is  un  ai'knowledKemeut  of  an  invisible  being.  We  may  Kyk 
blm  tbe  UnknowD  God.  wbom  this  people  worship.  TbU  beup  is  bis  altar.  Tbi 
Hloue  that  Is  i-oilecled  is  the  obliillon  of  ttic  Iraveller  which,  if  offeml  with  a  goad 

It  was  snd  Is  my  bualDeaa  lo  declare  bis  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  wboB  tbn 
acknowledged,  but  Ignoranlly  worshliiped:  and  to  declare  bis  Son.  the  sppoMtl 
mediator  and  Saviour.  In  bis  character,  and  unfold  Ihe  trutha  of  his  BOtprt.  whkk 
bos  brau);ht  life  and  Immortalltr  lo  light.  But  perhaps  these  beapa  of  stones  m$3 
be  erected  only  to  a  local  delly,  which  most  protiablj  la  the  case.  Mr.  Woodlrldr 
and  I,  with  assldully  pursued  our  way,  one  afler  tbe  other,  through  bushes,  ut 
sloughs,  water  and  mire  as  our  guide  directed.  And  at  dusk  we  arrived  at  tbt 
nearest  houses  between  Fort  Hunter  and  Bcboharry  ;  bat  did  not  put  up  tinlll  wt 
came  to  what  was  aceouotiM]  a  publick  house,  but  very  unfll  for  the  entertalnoKsl 
of  gentlemen  strani^rs.  It  had  only  one  room.  In  tbat  room  was  what  la  calM 
a  slaw-bank,  with  a  siraw-hcd,  on  which  we  lodged.  This  however  was  not  tbt 
worst  of  11 :  for  we  bad  beva  contented  with  coarse  fare  and  ill  accoromodatloos,  b 

•ThlB  fon-e  pnsscil  Oswcco  on  the  Mtb  May.  1753.    8ee  Doc.  Hist.  11.  SS5. 

"■" '--r"  Wlwci-u  Ki'hohHrle  crr.-k  anrl  Caunhnnwaga  commencwl  an  Indlaa 

lb.  which  led  to  Kchohnrie.    N'eiir  this  road,  and  within  the  Northers 

e  county,  has  been  seen  from  time  Immemorial  a  large  pile  •• 

Riven  the  name  'Stone  hcno  patent'  to  tbe  tract  on   whirt  It 

ir».  as  may  t»e  seen  from  ancient  deeds."    Exlract  qooted  by  Barber  A  Bswe 

Oelr  Illst.  Coil,  of  N.  Y. 
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»e  we  could  ban  had  quiet  rest:  bot  the  nobapplnem  of  oor  case  was,  that  It  was 
e  end  of  the  week ;  aod  to  aprnd  their  wBgea  three  or  toar  old  couDtmnen  came 
,  and  xamed  and  drank  through  the  night,  within  a  foot  or  two  of  our  bed.  Wa 
DionBtrated  and  complained,  but  In  Tain.  HiiTlng  had  broken  rest  throngh  the 
Mk,  we  needed  ttalm;  sleep  fa  refresh  ui,  but  of  which  we  were  denied. 
Lord'a-daj.  2Tth.  Harlng  fonod  our  Interpreter  and  companj  at  the  upper  end 
the  town,  we  went  and  bad  a  meeting  at  the  Mohawk  Tillage,  wbere  I  preached 
Ld  prajed  in  the  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Woodbrldge  and  1  went  to  the 
Btch  meetlDB  In  that  Ticlnltr.  Those  who  are  In  meeting  behave  deTOUtlr  In  time 
■  •emee.  But  without  tbey  are  at  play.  I  baTe  been  at  their  meetlngB,  when 
w  boya  through  the  aervlce.  and  even  at  tbe  celebration  of  the  Lord'g  Supper,  hare 
i«n  playing  bat  and  ball  tbe  whole  term  aronnd  the  home  of  Qod.  Coming  out  of 
cetlng,  we  obeerved  the  lower  orders  at  all  BortB  of  recteatloD.  To  as.  who  had 
?«n  used  to  the  Btrlctneas  of  a  New   England   sabbalh,   II  appeared  ler;  profane. 

HaQda;,  ZSth.  T-day  we  were  rery  busy  In  collecting  stores  and  neceaaarlea  for 
ar  Jonrnej'.  dealgnlng  tbe  ncit  day  to  plunge  Into  that  Immenae  wlldernesa  that  Ilea 

>  the  southward  and  westward  of  ob,  and  Inhabited  only  by  BSTBgea.  We  provided 
vo  Backs  of  flour,  which  we  bonght  at  very  moderate  rates,  and  hired  a  man  and 
one  to  carry  It  over  land  to  tbe  Sosquehanna.  Our  company  from  Stockbrldge  waa 
[v.  Woodbrldge,  Mr.  Ashley,  and  wife,  and  myself,  and  three  or  foar  blacka.  Here 
«  bad  Tolunteeti.  and  particularly  one  fellow  named  Pallas,  a  Tagrant  Indian, 
luiae  company  we  bad  reason  to  regret,  but  could  not  refuse  apon  our  mlislon. 
•nwaday,  2etb.  Bavlng  assembled  oor  company,  we  ascend  a  steep  mountatn. 
Uecttng  oor  course  almost  west.  Onr  way  was  generally  obatructed  by  fallen  trees. 
Id  logs,  miry  places,  pointed  rocks,  and  entangling  roots,  which  were  not  to  be 
voided.    We  were  alternately  on  the  ridge  of  a  lofty  mountain,  and  In  the  depths  of 

Talley.  At  best,  onr  path  was  obscure,  and  we  needed  goldes  to  go  before  ub.  Our 
■iHpreter  was  on  a  single  horse,  which  was  very  sure  footed,  hot  she  needed  every 
tlcatlon.    Bbe  passed  this  wlldernesa  for  tbe  last  time.    In  the  afternoon  we  came 

>  rlvnlets  wblch  empty  their  waters  Into  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  land  becomes 
lore  level,  and  the  travelling  not  so  dangeroas  and  difficult.  NIgbt  approaches ;  we 
alt  by  one  of  these  streams  i  a  Ore  la  kindled  :  tbe  kettles  are  ailed ;  we  retreab 
hrselvea;  and  we  adore  Divine  Providence,  returning  thanks  for  the  aalvatlons  of 
te  day.  and  committing  ourselves  to  God  for  the  nigbt,  whose  presence  is  equally 

>  the  recesses  of  the  solitary  wilderness,  and  the  aoclal  walks  of  the  populous  city, 
nth  the  atarry  heavens  above  me,  and  having  the  earth  for  my  bed.  I  roll  myself 
1  •  blanket :  and  without  a  dream  to  disturb  my  repose,  pass  the  night  in  quiet, 
ad  never  awake  till  the  eyelids  of  the  morning  are  opened,  and  tbe  penetrating 
>ya  of  the  ann  look  tbrongh  the  surronndlng  foliage ;  when  we  arise  refreshed,  and 
■tin  address  that  great  and  good  being,  whose  constant  visitation  supports,  cheers. 
ad  refreshes  ub;  and  Invoke  his  protection,  direction,  attd  blessing.  And  this  Is  onr 
ractlce,  extraordlnarles  excepted,  through  tbe  Journey,  both  In  the  morning  and 
1  evening.  Our  enterprise  naturally  Inspire  us  witb  devotion  ;  and  tbe  august  and 
lapeodons  works  of  creation  fill  us  with  awe.    We  read  Qod's  name  In  capitals. 

It  may  not  be  Impertinent  to  observe,  that  In  this  wilderness,  we  neither  bear 
>r  ace  any  birds  of  mtulck.  These  frequent  only  tbe  abodes  of  man.  There  Ix  oiu- 
ood  bird,  not  often  seen,  but  heard  without  any  melody  In  his  note,  In  every 
in  of  the  wilderness,  wherever  I  have  been.  In  some  parts  of  this  extensive  conn- 
y.  tbe  wild  pigeons  breed  In  numbers  almost  Inflnlte.  I  once  passed  an  eitenslve 
lUey  wber«  they  bad  nested  :  and  for  six  or  elgbt  miles,  where  the  trees  were  near 
id  thick,  every  tree  had  a  number  of  neats  upon  It :  and  some,  not  less  than  fifteen 
twenty  upon  them.  But  as  soon  as  tbelr  young  are  able,  tbey  take  wing  and 
e  seen  there  no  more. 

K'edDCaday.  30th.  Having  met  with  nothing  remarkable,  we  arrive  at  Towanoenda- 
igb  Id  the  afternoon.  Here  were  three  wigwama,  and  about  thirty  souls.  We 
ire  Impatient  to  see  tbe  famous  Susquehanna ;  and  as  soon  as  we  came.  Mr.  Wood- 
Idge  and  I  walk  down  to  Its  banks.  Disappointed  at  the  smallness  of  Its  stream, 
exclaimed,  "Is  this  Susquehanna?" 
IThen  we  returned,  our  young  Indians,  who  had  baited  came  In.  looking  as 
rrlUy  and  ngly  as  they  could,  having  bedaubed  tbelr  faces  with  vermltllon,  lamp- 
wk,  wblta  l*«d,  etc.  A  yaong  Indian  always  carries  with  bim  hla  looking  glass 
72 
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tLua  paint :  sod  does  no!  conalder  hlniBelf  u  dressed  until  ht  hsa  adjni 
poimtennnce  by  their  ■selstance. 

I  Tlsited  from  bouse  to  house,  nnd  found  a  child  but  ]aat  allTC.  I  pni  i 
was  desired  to  baptize  11.  but  eicused  mjufM  on  aoconnt  of  mj  not  belni  n 
The  Hobawka  are  foDd  of  cbriatenlDR  their  children,  Tbe  Indiana  on  MohM 
I  suppose,  are  all  baptlEed.  Borne  of  them  belDff  at  Stockbrldge.  at  the  Mi 
child,  were  affronted,  when  tbe  mlsaloDary  there  scrupled  to  baptlie  IL 
are  food  of  rites  and  reretnoDles. 

The  sick  child  died,  and  there  were  the  moal  doloroaa  bowlloci  aniint 
tbe  event,  wblcb  affected  us. 

Mr.  Woodbrldfte  and  Urn.  Aiihlej.  our  Interproter.  could  not  travel  air  to 
land.  We,  therefore,  concluded  to  ftet  a  canoe  and  couver  them  bf  wate 
this  place  to  Onahoghgwave.  le  three  day's  Journey ;  and  how  had  the  tiar 
we  cannot  tell. 

Uaj,  31st,  We  met  witb  dlfflrulty  aliout  gettlni;  a  cauoe,  and  sent  an  In 
tbe  wooda  to  get  ready  a  bark,  but  he  made  mnall  procrcas. 

Id  the  afternoon  came  from  Otsego  lake,  which  Ib  the  source  of  thla  atreu 
Wlnedecker  and  another,  In  a  small  batteau.  n*ltb  Roods  and  mm.  gobv 
Onoboghgwage  upon  a  trading  Toyage.  We  agreed  with  them  to  carry  If 
preter  and  Mr.  Woodbrldee  In  tbelc  batteau  ;  and  bnueht  a  wooden  eanoe 

We  aoon  saw  the  111  effects  or  Wlnedeeker-g  rum.  The  Indiana  began  to  i 
some  of  our  iiarty  were  tbe  worse  for  It.    n~e  perceWed  what  was  coming. 

Oor  lodgings  was  not  In  their  wigwams :  but  Id  a  little  store-bouie  ■ 
crotches,  sli  feet  and  more  from  the  ground.  Into  which  Mr.  Woodbrldgi 
the  Interpreter,  and  her  husband,  could  but  Just  enter  and  He  down.  T 
we  went  to  sleep  wItb  some  apprehensions,  n'e  were  awoke  by  tbe  bowlli 
Indians  over  tbelr  dead.  The  whole  village  was  agitated.  We  arose  very 
the  momlng.  We  soon  aav  the  Inrtlnn  women  and  ehlldren  skulking  In  the 
baahei,  for  fear  of  the  Intoilcated  Indians,  who  were  drinking  deeper.  Tl 
were  secreting  guns,  hatchets,  and  every  ileadl.v  or  dangerous  weapon,  ths 
or  harm  might  not  lie  tbe  conHtigiience.  IVkif  unhappy  mortals '.  withont  lav 
or  gavernment:  and.  therefore,  without  restraint. 

June  1st.  1TE3.  Is  with  me  a  inemurable  day.  and  for  fortj'  year*  and 
not  passed  unnotlcrd.  We  got  off  an  Hlteady  as  we  could.  wItb  ourselvea  ai 
Some  went  by  water  :  and  others  by  land,  with  the  horses.  I  waa  with 
party.  Ttie  Indians,  half  lutnilcalcd,  were  outrageous,  and  pursued  both 
by  water.  In  which  was  Mr.  Woodlirldge.  and  the  parly  by  land.  One  cam 
OS  SB  with   hiE  club  to  elrlhe  at   us.  and  be   hit  one  of  our  horses.    We 

where  were  a  few  fruit  trees  and  considerable  cleared  land,  but  no  Intiabltao 
being  uamolcsied  and  secure,  we  nil  refreshed  ourselves  Hut  I'allas  was 
for  Ills  run. ;  waa  so  refractory,  that  Mr.  Ashley's  hireil  man.  who  had  hi 
canoe  with    him.    did    not   like   to    proceed    with    him.     1    reproved   him:   it 

Indians,  nor  much  of  mankind  :  whereby  1  endangered  my  life. 

We  went  with  tne  htrenm.  till  we  came  to  slack  water,  when  Pallas,  tool 
to  aim  at  fowl  ahead  of  iis.  I  was  apprehensive  of  bis  gun  :  for  I  percelv 
be  In  liquor.  1  took  a  paddle,  and  was  turning  (he  canoe,  when  tbe  duck* 
took  wing.  The  Indian  was  taking  In  bla  piece,  which  at  that  Instant 
charged,  and  bad  It  not  been  for  the  turn  of  my  ttody.  and  partlcnlarly 
tbe  charge  must  have  been  mortal.  Mr.  Woodbrldire  who  had  his  eye  npon  i 
to  see  me  drop;  and  was  surprlHpd.  when  be  saw  me  unhurt.  1  had  do 
but  always  suspected  that  PbIIbb  designed  lu  have  murdered  me. 

This  unexpected  event  filled  iia  with  amazement,  and  with  such  fei 
allectlona.  that  wi-  Immediately  landed  on  the  weec  bank  of  the  river ;  and 
day  In  pensive  and  silent  recollection,  and  aucb  medllatlons  sa  were  natui 
In  oar  situation.  1  retired  from  company.  Here  a  small  stream  emptle 
tlver.  and  our  horses  were  turned  out  (a  graze  un  Its  margin  :  but  In  the  i 
or  four  of  them  returned  to  Waulegbe,  which  Is  twelve  miles  back. 

June  2nd.  Our  Indiana  did  not  recover  tbe  horses  till  late  In  tbe  moi 
to-day  we  fall  down  tbe  rivet  only  six  or  eight  miles,  and  lodge  by  tbe  Ei 
sli  or  whirlpool,  because  there  waa  herbage  for  our  horses  at  that  place. 
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bridge  made    many    observations    concerniDg    the    consequences    which    wouid    have 

followed,  In  case  I  had  been  killed. 

Lord's-day,  June  Srd.    To-day  we  emlMirked  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  and 

^bont  noon  passed  a  considerable  village ;  some  families  of  which  were  of  the  Hoas- 

^^Qtonnuk  Indians,  and  of  the  same  language  with  the  Stockbridge  tribe :  But  as  it 

I     ^fts  the  christian  sabbath,  we  did  not  permit  Winedecker  to  land.    They  stood  on  the 

^     ^^nk  and  beheld  ns.    Here  we  left  Pallas.    At  this  place,  from  the  N.  W.  rolls  into 

^«  Susquehanna  a  river,  which  is  navigable  with  canoes  a  day's  Journey.    Its  name 

^  Teyonadel hough.    Five  or  six  miles  below,  we  landed  on  the  west  bank,  and  put 

^P  for  the  night. 

June  4th.    In  the  afternoon  appeared  at  a  distance  Onohoghgwage  mountain,  and 

■ilcwed  us  the  end  of  our  Journey  and  the  object  of  our  wishes.    It  rained.    Wet  and 

-     ^tigued,  we  arrived  near  night.    The  Indians  flocked  around  us,  and  made  us  wel- 

J. .  *i>me.   Our  hopes  were  raised  by  favorable  appearances.    But  our  accommodations, 

r    Considering  our  fatigues,  were  not  very  comfortable.    Our  lodgings  were  bad,  being 

;;     ^oth  dirty  and  hard ;  and  our  clothes  wet. 

'^^      Jane  5th.   To-day  there  were  many  the  worse  for  the  rum  that  came  with  us. 

:■'  ^^  of  our  horses  hurt  an  Indian  boy;  and  this  raised  and  enraged  such  a  party 

[ .   ^itinst  us,  as  Ashley,  his  wife  the  interpreter,  and  the  Indians  at  whose  house  we 

'^'   lodged,  hid  themselves,  and  would  have  me  and  Mr.  Woodbrldge  get  out  of  sight ; 

\'^  b«t  we  did  not  think  proper  to  discover  the  least  symptoms  of  fear,  although  they 

r  Vkrcatened  us  in  the  most  provoking  and  insulting  manner.    In  the  afternoon  came 

cUefs  of  the  Onohoghgwages,  and  assured  us  that  those  insulting  and  Ill-behaved 

Indians  did  not  belong  to  them,*  but  were  foreigners.    We  pointed  out  to  them  the 

m  effects  of  intemperance,  and  remonstrated  against  their  permitting  rum  to  l>e 

7    %nmi^t  among  them ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  in  future  it  should  be  prohibited, 

Vr  the  dispensing  of  It  regulated,  in  case  we  founded  a  mission  and  planted  chri9- 

!     ttuilty  among  them.    In  short,  we  now  opened  a  treaty  with  them  upon  the  affairs 

r-    ^  our  advent,  and  the  importance  of  our  business  in  every  view.    Having  shewn  our 

.'^   Cndentlals*  Mr.  Woodbrldge  addressed  himself  in  a  well  adapted  speech  of  consider- 

length,  to  an  assembly  who  were  collected  upon  the  occasion. 

It  affected  them,  and  they  appeared  to  be  religiously  moved,  convicted,  and  even 

iveited.    But  I  must  reserve  a  further  account  of  our  misslob  to  another  time, 

I  may  copy  our  addresses,  and  the  answers  returned  by  the  Indians  thereto. 

I  am  etc. 

Qldeon  Hawley. 
Bar.  Dr.  Thacher. 

The  Stkod  op  Nobth  Holland,  July  31-Aug.  9,  1763.     Vol.  63. 

Article  36. 

"  Rev.  John  Schuneman,  candidate,  has  been  finally  examined 

and  ordained,  Jan.  9,  1753,  at  Amsterdam,  to  be  minister  at 

Catskill  and  Coxsackie  in  the  county  of  Albany,  in  the  Province 

of  New  York." 

Article  46. 

Pennsylvania  Affairs. 

[About  collections  in  England  and  elsewhere  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania churches.  Success  of  Kev.  David  Thompson,  of  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Amsterdam,  in  securing  moneys  in  Eng- 
land.] 


^Tlite  vmnw  waa  partly  the  case. 

Hote. — 8m  Doc  Hist  U.,  806  for  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodbrldge  to  Sir  W.  John- 
ns  dated  Albaiiy  20  June,  1768,  on  his  return  from  Oquaga,  enclosing  a  remon- 
Btiaaos  fioB  th—a  Indiana  against  the  Introduction  of  rum  among  them. 

—Doc  Hist.  N.  T.  Vol.  liL  pp.  627-684 
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"  As  regards  the  request  of  the  Christian  Synod  of  South  Hot  I 
land,  made  last  year  through  the  Correspondent  of  this  Synol,  I 
Rev.  Tyken,  touching  the  bringing  about  of  a  correspoiLdeDtt  I 
between  the  Pennsylvania  Coetus  and  that  of  New  York,  Ab  I 

Classis  can  as  yet  not  determine  anything."  I 

COBBESPONDENCC  FBOM   AmEKICA. 

Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Aug.  1758. 
Portfolio  "  New  York,"  Vol.  ii.    Vol.  xxiii,  390.     Ref.  xxiv.  28.  | 

Addressed :  Very  Reverend  Fathers  in  Christ,  Members  of  the  Classic,  assembltd  it 

Amsterdam. 
Very  Reverend  Fathers  in  Christ : 

We  should  never  have  troubled  your  Revs,  with  a  request  like  this,  nor  have  tm 
willing  even  to  accept  your  Revs,  offer  were  it  not  that  the  heavy  blow  whkl 
clothes  us  in  deepest  sorrow,  compels  us  to  do  so.  My  two  brothers,  those  amiiUi 
men,  beloved  In  their  lives,  my  pupils,  yea,  even  like  sons,  in  their  deaths  were  nl 
divided.  On  board  the  ship  in  which  they  were  joyfully  expected  to  arrive  in  tkk 
earthly  Fatherland,  (America)  they  died.  The  one,  seven  days  after  the  ettat, 
each  stricken  down  with  the  small  pox.  But  In  full  assurance,  and  enjoying  kmV 
foretastes,  they  reached  the  Heavenly  Land.  The  other  two  arrived  safely.  I^ki 
first  two  were  Ferdinand  and  Jacobus  Frelinghuysen.  In  July,  1753,  they  set  aO 
for  America.    The  other  two  were  Messrs.  Vrooman  and  Schuneman.] 

This  letter  cannot  express  to  you  the  grief  and  sadness  which  that  Uow  kM 
caused  us  and  our  Zion :  but  It  must  now  serve  another  purpose.  The  yoangnt  if 
my  brothers,  Hcndrik  Frielinghuysen.  student  in  Sacred  Theology,  would  probiliil 
have  already  started,  in  order  to  be  ordained  (In  Holland  by  you)  to  the  stoei 
ministry,  even  as  his  brothers  were  sent  with  that  design,  if  this  blow  had  lOt 
hindered  us.  Not  only  has  the  loss  of  those  two  fine  young  men  Inflicted  upoo  a  • 
wound  so  severe,  that  we  have  the  less  courage  now  to  let  Henricus  ran  the  riik 
of  the  sea  as  well  as  other  dangers ;  but  he  is  the  Benjamin,  in  our  family,  and  ht 
has  never  had  the  small  pox.  Churches  (Marbletown,  etc.)  have  also  already  ci- 
pressed  their  desire  to  have  him  as  their  minister.  My  humble  request,  thercfon; 
of  your  Revs.,  is.  that  our  Coetus  may  be  authorized,  upon  evidence  of  his  aWtty, 
to  ordain  (promote)  him  in  the  name  of  the  Classis.  Our  case  is  an  extraordlntry 
one,  and  so  there  are  extraordinary  arguments  for  this  request. 

Rev.  Fathers,  remember  these  facts.  (1)  Four  of  our  family.  In  order  not  t» 
trouble  you,  by  asking  of  you  the  favor  of  being  promoted  to  the  sacred  minlitiy 
in  this  country,  have  risked  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  attain  the  ministry  in  a  vaj 
more  agreeable  to  you ;  and,  as  we  also  thought  in  a  way  which  would  be  more  Mt- 
ful  to  us.  The  last  two,  the  most  excellent  of  us  all,  have  lost  their  lives  bgr  it 
We  have  only  one  left — the  hope  of  our  house.  For  him  is  now  asked  this  fifor, 
which  we  should  never  have  craved,  nor  even  accepted  if  offered,  were  It  act  for 
this  heavy  blow. 

(2)  The  one  in  whose  behalf  we  make  this  request,  you  may  have  good  reasoa  to 
believe,  is  a  capable  person,  so  far  as  his  e<lucatlon  goes.  He  has  been  a  studtit 
from  his  youth  up,  and  in  education  is  not  unlike  his  four  brothers  who  are  ksovB 
to  you.  Professors  Irhovev  and  Risuerns  can  also  testify  to  the  fact  that  be  vu 
well-grounded  in  the  sciences,  when  he  came  to  them. 

(3)  The  church  (Marbletown,  etc.)  which  desires  him  is  one  of  those  which  iliiiei 
with  us  the  sorrow  for  our  brothers  loss.  For  they  have  been  deprived  of  their 
minister  (Jacobus)  whom  they  had  called.  By  sending  him  over  to  yon  (for  ordiaa- 
tion),  that  church  has  sufficiently  shown  Its  submission  to  our  Doctrine  and  Chorck 
Order. 

(4)  Your  Revs,  may  take  Into  account,  also,  all  those  other  eomnum  reuooik  vkl^ 
have  been  laid  before  you  by  the  pens  of  others,  and  which  have  induced  your  Bevt. 
to  allow  several  persons  to  be  promoted,  in  your  name,  in  this  country.    Let  It  lot 
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offend  your   Revs,    that   I   do   not   mtike  this   request   by    the   mouth   of   the   Coetus ; 

^cause  It  Is  not  now  In  session  ;  and  also,  because  I  would  not  undertake  to  break 

^eir  determination  never  again  to  ask  such  a  thing  of  your  Revs. 

(5)  And   finally:   I   wish   to   make   request   that   I   may   hear   the   result  of  your 

•ction  soon,  in  order  that  a  long  delay  may  not  cut  oflf  the  opportunity  for  taking 

Other  measures  in  case  your  answer  should  be  a  refusal.    Meanwhile,  I  will  indulge 

^e  hope  that  your  Revs,  will  cause  us  to  rejoice  in  this  matter,  and  will  autliorize 

On?  Coetus  to  bring  about  the  end  desired.    But.  however  it  may  be,  may  the  Lord 

SrsDt  that  we  may  ever  look  to  Illm  and  to  Ills  guidance. 

^Commending  your  Revs,   to  the  Lord,  I   sign  myself.  Very  Reverend   Fathers  In 
Cbftet, 

Your  Revs.'  Obedient  Servant  and  Brother  in  Christ, 

^^  John  Frielinghuysen. 

«B«riUn.  Aug.       ,  1753. 

H«t  201.    Received  Jan.  8.  17r>4. 


Church  of  New  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  August  7,  1763. 

Consistory  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name.  The  following 
-  Seaport  upon  the  matter  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham  was  presented  by 
:  'de committee  appointed  by  the  consistory  on  the  16th  of  July: 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  consistory  of  the  Low 
:  Dutch  Congregation  at  New  York,  to  enquire  into  the  means  of 
■  Uaking  free  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  bequeathed  to  the  congre- 
Sa^^^  aforesaid  by  Mr.  Cornelius  Steenwyck  and  his  wife  Mar- 
gjuetsL  de  Riemer,  Nov.  20,  1684,  hereby  report  to  the  Consistory 
that  the  legacy  of  the  Manor  aforesaid  runs  thus :  "  To  the  behoof 
«f  the  Low  Dutch  Congregation  of  this  city,  New  York,  for  the 
l)etter  support  and  maintenance  of  its  minister,  called  according 
to  the  Church  Order  of  the  Netherlands,  being  now  present  or 
liereafter  to  be  called  and  to  come,  without  the  least  contradiction 
or  opposition  of  any  one :  yet  none  of  the  lands  of  the  Manor  shall 
be  transferred,  alienated,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  this,  but  shall  forever  remain  as  an  inheritance  for  the 
support,  and  maintenance  of  the  church  service  of  said  congrega- 
tion and  not  otherwise." 

Whence  it  appears  that  the  release  of  the  Manor  can  be  accom- 
plished in  no  other  way  than  one  which  will  fully  meet  the  object 
of  the  testator. 

As  we  now  see  that  the  Manor  has  been  held  by  the  congrega- 
tion more  than  sixty  years,  and  has  but  little  answered  the  aim 
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of  the  giver,  yea,  rather  has  been  in  many  respects  bnrtfol;  ud 
there  is  fear,  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  wood  tad 
other  troiiblee,  the  income  will  from  time  to  time  dimimsh;  thafr 
fore  we  cannot  but  judge,  from  the  experience  of  many  yetn  ii 
the  past,  and  from  the  prospect  for  the  future,  that  the  liberatin 
of  the  same  ie  a  atringent  neceesity  for  the  advantage  of  the  eat 
gregation  in  the  support  of  its  ministers:  inasmuch  as  we  in 
confident  that,  if  the  Manor  were  sold  either  entire  or  in  portion^ 
and  the  receipts  laid  out  in  buying  lands  and  houses  in  theo^ 
or  in  building  houses  on  our  own  land,  the  income  wonld  1* 
doubled,  and  thus  we  would  he  able  to  maintain  the  Low  Dnbl 
divine  service  with  little  burden  on  tbe  congregation :  And  w 
gain  such  an  end,  nothing  is  more  necessary  than  to  send  a  can- 
mission  to  the  (State)  Assembly  for  the  release  of  the  Manor  tbl 
we  may  be  empowered  to  sell  tbe  same,  for  the  purpose  defintd 
in  the  will  of  the  testator,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoerer, 
This  report  therefore,  we  now  submit  to  the  judgment  of  tta 
Consistory. 

Abram  Van  Wyck 
Frans  Marschalk 
Cornelius  Clopper,  Jr. 
AlbertuB  Tiebout 
New  York,  Aug.  6,  (1753). 

This  report  was  read  and  approved  without  any  alteration,  uA 
it  was  further  resolved  to  call  the  Great  Consistory  to  coniida 
this  matter,  on  Thursday  next,  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  and  tbt 
ruling  consiatory  at  four  o'clock,  to  deliberate  somewhat  befow 
hand. 

New  York,  August  9,  1753. 

The  Great  Consistory  were  informed  of  the  purpose  for  whidi 
thoy  were  summoned,  viz.,  to  consider  the  release  of  tiie  Minot 
of  Fordham. 

The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  action  of  the  mling  con- 
sistory thereon  having  been  read,  as  above  recorded,  t^ey  moBt 
mously  approved  the  same.  They  recommended  to  the  rolii? 
consistory  to  proceed  in  the  matter  and  promised  whatever  lid 
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llioT  could  render.     They  counted  also  upon  the  prudence  which 
Kuling  Consistory  would  use  in  defining  the  properties  which 
ould  be  bought  with  the  money  of  the  Manor. 
The  committee,  therefore,  were  requested  to  go  on  with  their 
^v^oxk  and  prepare  a  draught,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  consist- 
This  they  agreed  to  do. 
It  was  further  resolved,  since  the  precentor's  place  in  the  Old 
Church  is  now  vacant,  that  the  President  should  write  by  the 
first  opportunity  to  Mr.  Harmanns  Van  Huyzen,  school-master  at 
happen,  and  request  him  to  exercise  his  gifts  here  once,  and  that 
lie  would  be  rewarded  for  his  trouble. 

Thus  done  in  consistory.     Signed  in  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritzema,  President. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstehdam. 
Thomas  Komyn. 

7.       1763,  Sept.  2nd.     Art.  1.     The  Messrs.  Deputies  submitted  a 
Written  plan  to  be  given  Rev.  Romyn  to  sign.     After  proper 

[-.Consideration,  it  was  accepted.     This  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
Acta  of  the  DeputatL 

Also  the  letters  to  the  Coetus,  to  Rev.  Frielinghuysen,  and  to 
the  protesting  members  of  Jamaica,  which  had  been  drawn  up  by 
the  Messrs.  Depp,  were  read,  and  approved,     xii.  360. 

Pennsylvania. 

Art  7.  The  Rev.  Depp,  had  received  from  the  Depp.  South 
Bolland  a  letter  from  Rev.  (Jacob)  Lischy,  of  December  2nd  and 
12th,  1752. 

Also  a  letter  to  this  Classis  from  the  Revs.  (George  M.)  Weiss 
^nd  (John  P.)  Leidich,  of  May  30,  this  year;  as  well  as  a  letter 
*X)m  Mr.  Samuel  Chandler,  of  England,  all  of  which  were  read, 
xii.  861. 

Ordination  of  Thomas  Romeyn,  Peter  Manhard,  Stephen  Sam. 

de  Lavel. 

Art  11.  Each  of  these  gentlemen  preached  a  sermon,  the  first 
on  1  Oor.  8 :  17,  "  For  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple 


3410  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1753 

ye  are";  the  second  on  Ps.  72:  17;  the  third  on  Ps.  92:  14; and 
were  admitted  to  the  preparatory  examination;  the  first  oneik) 
to  the  final  examination.  They  were  properly  questioned  ly  |' 
Rev.  van  Muyden  in  the  Hebrew  and  Greek  tongues,  and  upontk 
principal  articles  of  Sacred  Theolog;\'.  They  were  admitted  to 
the  public  ministry  after  they  had  subscribed  the  Formulae  d 
Concord,  the  Canons,  and  the  Post  Acta  of  the  National  Synod 
of  Dort;  also  after  they  had  repudiated  the  condemned  opbuou 
of  Prof.  Rod  and  Dr.  Bekker,  and  promised  to  read  word  for 
word,  without  change,  the  Forms  for  Baptism  and  Communicii; 
especially  the  last  three  questions  in  the  Baptismal  Form.  Tta 
two  licentiates  also  took  the  oath  against  Simony.  The  Examioer 
was  thanked  and  the  examinees  were  wished  an  increasing  measun 
of  light  and  grace.  Proper  certificates  will  be  given  them  by  tie 
clerk.  Rev.  Romyn,  moreover,  was  admitted  to  the  Sacred  Min- 
istry for  the  church  of  New  Netherland  whereunto  he  is  called, 
and  ordained  to  the  ofBce  with  the  laying  on  of  hands,     xii.  361. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Special  Stipulations  required  of  Rev.  Thomas  Ronieyn,  Sept.  3, 
1753,  when  called  to  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica,  L.  I.  Vol.  31f 
page  32.     Reference  xxiv.  23. 

Copy  of  what  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  wrote  below  the  prmted 
qualification  of  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  as  minister  at  Oyster  Bay. 

The  Claewis  of  Amaterdam,  baring  seen  a  call,  extended  by  tbe  minister  of  JtBUia 
and  Oyster  Bay,  on  tbe  27tb  of  November,  1752,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Romeyn;  and  hiftnt 
moreover,  taken  into  account  tbe  fact  that  there  are  In  the  church  of  Jamaica  two 
consistories;  that  the  one  consistory  has  protested  and  appealed  to  this  Cltsiitt^ 
Assembly,  first,  against  tbe  legality  of  the  consistory  at  Jamaica  which  lias  intde 
this  cali;  and  secondly,  against  the  calling  of  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  in  partifQl>f* 
for  it  has  not  felt  itself  at  liberty  as  yet  to  approve  that  call  so  far  as  the  ehtr^^ 
at  Jamaica  is  concerned: 

And  inasmnch  as  this  Assembly  does  not  yet  possess  suflScient  light  to  Jodgf  <^ 
the  legality  of  the  consistory;  but  has,  nevertheless,  approved  the  call,  so  fw  •* 
the  church  at  Oyster  Bay  is  concerned:  and,  after  previous  examination.  In* 
ordained  and  qualified  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  as  minister  of  the  church  at  Oyster 
Bay;  but  on  this  expn'ss  condition  and  with  thi;*  stipulation,  that  the  atorertU 
Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  shall  make  a  promise,  in  writing,  to  the  ClaaaiB.  as  also  Us 
Rev.  has  agreed  to  do,  in  effect  as  follows:— 
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PortfoUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

I,  the  onderaigDed,  Thomns  UomeyD,  culled  as  minister  to  the  church  at  Jamaica 
■Jid  Oyster  Bay,  on  Nov.  27,  1752,  having  been  informed  of  the  protest  and  appeal, 
made  by  a  certain  consistory  at  Jamaica,  aguiust  the  legality  of  that  consistory  at 
Jamaica  which  called  me;  as  also  of  the  protest  and  appeal  against  my  being  called 
■o  far  as  the  church  at  Jamaica  is  concerned;  declare  and  promise  in  all  sincerity 
of  heart: 

First,  That  I  will  abide  by  the  call,  which  I  accepted,  so  far  as  the  church  of 
Oyster  Bay  is  concerned;  and  that,  in  expectation  of  the  Lord*s  help  and  blessing, 
I  agree  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  faithful  minister  in  the  said  church. 

Bat,  BLCondly:  As  regards  the  call  to  the  church  at  Jamaica.  I  declare  and  promise 
that  I  will  perform  no  function  as  minister  of  tbe  church  of  Jamaica,  before  the 
protest  and  appeal  against  the  legality  of  the  consistory  which  called  me,  and 
against  my  call  as  a  minister  at  Jamaica,  shall  have  been  considered,  and  the  dif- 
ferences settled,  by  the  Coetus  of  New  York;  or,  if  it  cannot  be  done  there,  by  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam;  or,  if  needs  be,  by  the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

fMnUif,  That  I  will  become  a  member  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  and  submit 
nyielf  to  its  Just  rules,  resolutions  and  decisions,  made  in  accordance  with  Church 
Order,  saving  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  the  Christian 
8|ynod  of  North  Holland,  in  case  I  should  feel  myself  aggrieved. 

FinaUif:    I  promise  that  with  all  prudence  and  zeal,  so  far  as  in  me  lies,  I  will 
belp  in  promoting  amity  and  peace  in  the  churches  of  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica;  as 
•lao  in  the  churches  of  Newtown  (Newtuyn)  and  Hemstede  which  were  formerly 
viited  with  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica. 
Tbos  doae  at  Amsterdam,  Sept.  3,  1763.  Thomas  Romeyn,  S.  S. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus,  Sept.  Srd,  1753.     Vol. 

31,  page  30,  No.  13,  Kef.  xxiv.  23. 

To  the  Coetus  of  Kew  York. 

Uev.  Grentlemen  and  Much-beloved  Brethren: — 

We  had  the  honor  lately,  on  May  7th,  (1753,)  of  writing  to  you, 
in  answer  to  yours  of  Sept.  25,  1752.  No  doubt  you  have  already 
i^eived  ours,  and  therefore  we  will  not  repeat  what  we  have 
written  excepting  this:  That  we  brought  in  the  appeal  to  the 
Coetus  of  the  Rev.  members  of  the  Consistory  of  Jamaica,  signed 
by  the  names  of  P.  Ammerman,  A.  Schenck,  Simeon  Van 
Ifoordwyk  and  D.  Durye.  In  connection  therewith  we  have 
heard  that  Rev.  Thomas  Eomeyn  had  been  called,  Rev.  John 
Frelinghuysen  being  moderator  of  the  call.  We  have  also  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  defending  the  legality 
of  this  call  J  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  an  appeal  of  the  said  Con- 
Mstory  against  this  call.  The  Classis  has  deliberated  upon  these 
documents  with  care  in  order  to  act  in  a  way  most  favorable  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  the  general  edification  of  the  church. 
With  such  desires,  and  prayer  for  divine  guidance,  the  Classis  has 
•pproved  this  call  on  Rev.  Thos.  Romeyn  as  pastor ;  has  examined 
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him  and  qualified  him  for  that  office  at  Oyster  Bay,  inasmneh  u 
there  was  do  protest  brought  in  against  the  call  (from  that  place) 
but  only  from  Jamaica.  The  Classis  has  imposed  some  conditioDi 
which  Mr.  Romeyn  has  promised  to  fulfill.  These  are  to  be  fonnii 
in  the  ordinarv  printed  qualifications  of  which  you  have  a  copy. 
We  trust  that  jou  will  be  satisfied  with  our  proceedings,  and  thit 
you  will  be  as  active  as  possible  in  promoting  the  unity  of  the 
four  congr^atioQS.  We  hope  you  will  do  everything  in  yonr 
power  to  accomplish  this,  with  the  resolution  of  the  Coetus,  ^rtiid^ 
apparently,  has  been  done  by  J.  Frelinghuysen ;  for  he,  as  Mod- 
erator, has  presented  the  call  to  Bev.  Komeyn,  instead  of  Ber. 
De  Ronde,  who  was  appointed  to  this  duty  by  the  Coetua.  We 
hope  this  may  be  no  cause  of  offence,  but  that  peace  may  stdU  pre- 
vail. 

Availing  ourselves  of  the  present  opportunity,  we  take  tie  lib- 
erty of  bringing  to  your  consideration,  tho  question,  that  the  csIU 
which  are  sent  up  for  examiuation  and  approval,  be  first  examined 
by  Rev.  Coetus.  But  if  the  Coetus  should  not  meet  in  a  long 
time,  that  this  should  then  be  done  by  brethren  in  the  neigbbo^ 
hood.  In  order  for  us  properly  to  consider  matters,  such  resolu- 
tions should  be  made  known  to  the  Classis,  to  give  them  full  Iigjil 
on  the  subject.  We  winli  nothing  else,  Dear  Brethren,  except  to 
be  your  servants  in  these  matters,  that  the  Church  of  God  naj 
be  built  up,  both  among  you  and  among  ourselves,  and  be  flourish- 
ing and  peaceful,  that  Zion  may  become  a  praise  in  all  the  eari 
May  the  Lord  bless  your  labors  and  crown  you  with  the  excel- 
lency of  his  benediction.  May  the  God  of  all  grace  and  comfort 
be  with  you  and  remain,  making  you  rich  in  grace  now,  and  wilt 
glory  in  eternity. 

We  remain  with  all  respect,  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Much-beloved 
Brethren,   Tour   humble   and   obedient  servants   and   BrethrtHi 
The  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
In  the  name  of  all, 

Jakob  de  Jnnge,  Ecc.  Anist.  liejip.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

John  A.  Van  Muyden,  Eco.  Amst.  Depp.  h.  t  Scriba. 
Id  our  Classical  Assembly  at 

Amsterdam,  Sept.  8id,  1T53. 
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(folio  'T^'ew  York  "  Vol.  ii.     Vol.  xxiii.  380-8.     Keferred  to, 
xxiv.  28.     See  also  Acts  of  Classis,  xii.  373. 

Tuesday,  September  11 — Forenoon. 

i  Asgembly  was  opened  with  an  appropriate  prayer  by  the  President  ef 
last  Coetns.  In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Dom.  Verbryck.  who  would 
ied  In  order  as  President,  the  appointment  was  postponed  till  the  afternoon, 
In  the  meantime  the  former  President  r«ad  the  minutes  of  the  last  Coetus. 
m.  Ritzema  excepted  to  the  2nd  article  of  the  afternoon  session  of  September 
but,  as  this  matter  would  come  up  in  handling  the  Long  Island  question,  it 
for  the  present  taken  ad  referendum. 

Sepori.— According  to  Art.  1.  of  the  aftemocn  session  of  Sept.  20th,  Dom.  Haeg- 
t  and  other  ministers  shall  make  report  concerning  the  caae  of  Dom.  Muzellus, 
'  the  Classical  Letters  shall  have  been  read. 

e  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  again  at  half  past 
J,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

e  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer,  Dom.  Verbryck  succeeded  in  order  as 
ident,  and  Dom.  Fryenmoet  as  Clerk. 

Members  Present 
Dom.  Erlckson  Elder,  Matthew  Peterson 

Curtenlus  ••  Demarest 

"       Haeghoort 

Schuyler  '*       L.  Rlker 

••       Rltaema  "       A.  Van  Wyck 

Van  Sinderen  "       A.  Lott 

Fryenmoet  "       D.  Westbrook 

Goetschius  "      A.  Terhune 

••      Leydt  "       H.  Fisher 

Van  Der  Linde  "       D.  Van  Dien 

Verbryck  "      J.  Haering 

De  Ronde  "       B.  Byrank 

"      Frellnghuysen  '*       8.  Van  Arsdalen 

Marinus  "       D.  Van  Houten 

SiffiUng  of  the  Rules.— On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  mistakes  in  the  order  of 
esslon  In  signing  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus  be  rectified,  and  a  new  subscription 
e;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

ConmmnicatUms.'— The  Classical  Lettere  were  read,  tIz.:  (1)  Of  July  17,  1752; 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dom.  P.  Wynstock  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam; 
Ixtract  from  a  letter  of  the  Classis  of  Nederveluwe;  (4)  Another  from  the  Rev. 
sis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  December  6,  1752.  with  a  proposal  of  peace  for  Long 
id;  (5)  Yet  another,  from  the  same,  dated  May  7,  1753. 

en  the  Assembly  adjourned,  with  thanksgiving  to  God.  Tempus  Convenius 
orrow,  at  nine. 

Wednesday,  September  12 — Forenoon. 

e  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer: 
The  mistakes  in  signing  the  Rules  were  rectified. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  Read,  and  no  exception  taken  to  them. 
Dom.  Van  Sinderen  reported  that  he  had  conformed  to  the  advice  of  the  Coetus 
Iministering  the  Lord's  Supper,  and,  beyond  expectation,  had  found  the  oppou- 
,  with  few  exceptions,  moderate. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dom.  Vrooman,  excusing  himself  for  his  absence  this 
from  the  Coetus. 


1763 


3414  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1763 

5.  A  report  wan  made  bj  the  coniiu!tt(>o  in  thp  onne  of  Dom.  Mnxellns. 

6.  A  letter,  from  the  ReT.  Classls  of  Ani8terdam  to  the  committee  in  the  cur  •( 
Tappan.  was  read. 

7.  The  report  of  this  committee  and  the  Classical  Letter  to  them  were,  on  Botkii. 
taken  ad  referendum. 

8.  The  protect  of  Dom.  Hae^hoort  was  taken  ad  referendum. 

9.  The  proposal   of  the  Rev.    Classis  of  Amsterdam,   respecting  petce  on  Loi| 
Island,  was  aj^ain  read,  and  different  opinions  expressed  thereon;  when 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanks^ vin?  to  God.    Tcmpug  Conventu$  thif  iftH^ 
noon,  at  four  o'clock. 


Afternoon  Session. 

1.  Plan  of  Peace  for  Kings  Caan(y.— The  Assembly  belnfc  opened  with  prayer.  D«l 
Ritxema  presented  the  followinc:  plan  conoerninK  the  Long  Island  subject,  wUek, 
by  unanimous  Tote.  was  made  nn  act  of  the  Coetii^^: 

The  Coetus,  having  maturely  considered  the  proposel  of  the  Rev.  Cla«if  •* 
Amsterdam  to  try  once  more  whether  the  congrr^r.'^tions  of  Long  Island  canDOtbi 
reconciled  to  the  continuance  there  of  Dom.  Arond^Mis.  find  that  the  plan  so  pfcMrtf 
and  cordially  presented  by  the  Rct.  Classis  is  stili  of  snch  a  nature  that  it  cunt 
be  executed  without  wounding  the  conscience.  Wherefore  It  was  suggested  wbctktf 
the  pious  object  of  the  Rev.  Classis  could  not  be  attained  in  this  way: 

a.  The  sentence  upon  Dom.  Arondens  to  be  confinned. 

b.  An  entirely  new  Consistory  to  be  chosen  out  of  both  parties  in  the  five  «M 
villages.  In  the  presence  of  the  Coetus.  according  to  the  resolution  of  1751,  wlthtk 
resignation  of  all  who  now  are,  or  are  deemed,  members  of  Consistory. 

c.  A  new  minister  to  be  sent  from  Holland  by  the  Rev.  Classis  in  plaw  •* 
ArondeuR.  and  to  be  called,  along  with  Van  Sinderen,  by  the  new  Consistory,  in  tin 
name  of  the  congrt^gatlon;  in  which  call,  (if  possible.)  as  well  as  In  that  of  VtB 
Sinderen,  the  village  of  Gravesond  shall  be  includrd. 

d.  During  the  vacancy,  the  congregation  to  be  8er\'ed  by  the  whole  Coetus,  fro" 
the  oldest  to  the  youngest,  together  with  Van  Sinderen. 

e.  During  the  vacancy,  no  Consistory  meeting  to  be  held  by  Van  Sinderen  alone  tf 
President,  but  always  in  the  presence  of  the  minister  whose  turn  it  shall  then  bf 
to  be  there.    In  ca.se  of  e:ctremity.  one  of  the  brethren  of  the  Circle  to  be  called  h. 

Worthy  Brethren!  The  Rev.  i'oetns.  now  assembled,  has  maturely  considered,  !■ 
the  fear  of  the  I^rd.  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Classis  in  reference  to  the  settlenert 
of  the  long-pending  disputes  in  Kings  (^ounty.  Long  Island,  and  finds  itself  cei- 
strained.  in  conscience,  to  adopt  the  followinc  plan: 

1.  The  sentence  before  pronounred  upon  Arondeus.  ratified  by  the  Rev.  Claatli,  tt 
last  execute<]  in  their  name,  and  again  confirmed  on  certain  conditions,  must  ImM 
good:  so  that  he  can  no  longer  be  a  minister  among  you.  and  you  are  bencefWtt 
not  to  regard  him  as  such,  nor  to  refuse  obedience  to  what  we  have  nnanlmottdy 
done,  in  conscience,  before  God.  and  according  to  his  Word  and  to  the  ChUPfc 
Order. 

II.  We  declare  to  yon  that  our  object  is.  together  with  the  maintenance  of  ri«M- 
eousness,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  yonr  conen»gations:  wherefore  we  have  Jndfed 
it  best  to  further  what  is  good,  and  to  take  away  what  is  bad.  root  and  branch:  to 
which  end,  we  supplicate  the  blessing  of  the  God  of  all  grace  npon  you. 

(Here  follow  the  articles  above,  marked  b.  c.  d.  and  e:  and  the  address  conelad*d 
thus:) 

Dear  Brethren!  The  Assembly  expects  nothing  less  than  that  this  Just  and  rea- 
sonable proposal  will  be  adopted  by  you  all.  without  exception:  and  this  the  more, 
since  we  are  firmly  resolved  to  defend  this  action  in  every  church  court. 

2.  Plan  Announced  to  the  Par«c«.— The  committees  from  the  five  villages  were  Intnh 
duced,  and  had  the  above  act  of  the  Coetus  read  to  them.  They  requested  coplet. 
which  were  granted  to  them,  and  Friday  afternoon  was  appointed  for  receiTiaf 
their  answer. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 
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Thursday,  September  13 — Forenoon. 

HDhe  Assembly  beln^  as  usual  opened  with  prayer  to  God: 

1.  Jamaica.— Dom,  Rltzema  made  an  explanation  concerning  the  election  and  ordi- 
ation  of  the  Consistory  here,  which  the  Rev.  Classls  had  mentioned,  and  which  the 
JeT.  CoetuB  declared  lawful. 

2.  An  AppeaZ.— Daniel  Duryee,  A.  Schenck,  S.  Nordwyck,  and  N.  Van  Noostrand 
^Id  upon  the  table  a  request  for  redress,  and  in  case  this  were  not  granted,  a  pro- 
est  and  appeal  against  Messrs.  Rltzema,  Goetschlus,  and  Frelinghuysen  being 
llowed.  on  account  of  partisanship,  (as  they  professed,)  to  sit  upon  their  case.  The 
tst  was  refused,  as  groundless. 

3.  Dom.  Haeghoori'B  Prote«f.— Respecting  this.  Dom.  Haeghoort  testified  that  he  had 
leTer  received,  if  the  Classls  had  ever  written,  any  letter  touching  this  matter. 
The  subject  itself  was  taken  ad  referendum. 

The  Assembly  separated,  after  thanksgiving  to  God. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Assembly  was  again  opened  with  prayer  to  God. 

Plan  of  settlement  at  Jamaica. 
Bom.  Ritsema  proposed  the  following  to  the  Rev.  Assembly,  who  made  it  a  reso- 
utloiD  of  their  own: 

"Worthy  Friends— The  Rev.  Coetus  has  carefully  considered  your  papers  designed 
^  sliow,  1.  That  your  Consistory  at  Jamaica  is  lawful;  and  2.  That  the  one  chosen 
^  Dom.  Rltzema  is  unlawful;  and  therefore,  also,  the  call  made  by  them  on  Mr. 
K<Nneyn. 

yit  reply  to  the  first.  That  this  cannot  be  admitted. 

1  Because,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  Classls,  a  Consistory  must  be  chosen 
^ther  by  a  neighboring  minister,  or  by  one  of  the  committee,  (appointed  for  the 
(Purpose,)  or  by  one  of  the  Coetus;  and  Dom.  Aroindeus  was  neither  of  these:  not 
tbe  flrst,  as  the  fact  Itself  shows;  nor  the  second,  for  he  was  not  appointed;  nor 
^lie  third,  for  he  is  still  out  of  the  Coetus. 

1  Because  it  must  be  with  the  consent  of  the  congregation,  which  was  not  the 
Ciase  here,  since  the  elder,  Abrah.  Lott,  not  only  took  no  part  in  it,  but  actually 
[Protested  In  the  church  against  your  election. 

As  to  the  tecofkl,  that  is  a  matter  which  does  not  belong  to  us,  but  depends  upon 
tlie  Rev.  Classls;  and  where  they  are  concerned,  our  Judgement  can  avail  nothing 
Tor  or  against.  What  the  Classls  now  demands  of  us  is  to  do  away  the  dispute,  if 
|)OMlble.  Weigh  well,  then,  brethren,  whether  it  be  not  altogether  most  becoming 
to  act  with  US  to  this  end,  since  the  Judgement  of  the  Classls  is  manifest  to  us 
botL  Thus  perhaps  every  difficulty  may  be  at  once  removed,  and  we  and  you  both 
pat  at  ease. 

L  Answer  of  the  Committee.— The  committee  from  Jamaica,  being  again  introduced, 
agree  with  the  Coetus  to  let  everything  rest  for  the  present,  until  further  advices 
be  liad  from  the  Rev.  Classls. 

2.  ITfldkeiMoc*.— Jacob  Cutwater,  an  outgoing  deacon  of  Hackensack,  presented 
■ome  complaints  against  Dom.  Goetschlus  and  five  of  his  Consistory,  which,  having 
been  considered,  were  taken  ad  referendum. 

The  Assembly  separated  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 

Friday,  September  14 — Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  being  opened  with  prayer  to  God: 

L  Reading  of  Miinutes.-The  minutes  of  Wednesday  and  Thursday  were  read,  and 
Bo  exceptions  taken  to  them. 
t  Jamaica.— A  letter  from   the   Onsistory   of  Jamaica,    which   the   Classls   had 

declared  lawful,  was  read. 

1  ITacfceiisac*.— Concerning  the  differences  between  J.  Cutwater  and  Dom.  Goet- 
"chlus  and  hit  Conaiitory,  the  Assembly  ordained  the  following  for  the  peace  and 
iQlet  of  the  congregation: 


1758 


34Ut  Ecclesiastical  Becorm 

1753 

The  preaeat  ConsUtorr  uliall  coaliDne:  DotwlthBUBdinK,  the  Ooetm  ptopMM  H 
tbom  tbe  follovlQe  melhw]  In  future,  vli. :  A  tree  uomlDBtlon  Bball  be  maOa  b;  il 
tbe  membere  ot  the  CoaBlstorr.  ont  of  wbom  tbe  elMtloD  ilull  be  nwdf.  out 
■DOtber  mode  bImII  be  nnaalmoDglf  adopted  by  tbe  coDcreB&tlon. 

Tbe  Asgcmbl7  furtber  Judged  Ibat  llie  eilatlng  dIffCTenoeB  sbould  be  idjn 
love,  and  that  the  two  mlnlitera.  Cnrtedlua  and  GoelBrblaB.  aa  also  tbe  CoulHHl, 
and  Ontn-Bler  and  his  (rlendn.  sbould  be  entueBtlj  recommended  to  rerlte  ipl 
tbe  brotborlr  lov«  wblQh  had  begiin  to  grow  cool.  To  do  tbli.  Dom.  BltiCDi  « 
appointed  Id  Ibe  niiuie  of  tbe  Coelaa.  and  he  perfaTmed  it  fdlhfnll;. 

t.  Don.  MiarUuf  and  roppan.^Tbls  case  coming  up.  at  the  requeat  of  tli*  RD 
dent,  Dom.  Erlclcaon  was  subatltDted  In  bta  place :  wberecpoD  tbe  letter  of  (be  II 
Claaala  to  the  canimlllee  ot  the  Coetui  In  ibiB  matter  «u  read  to  tbe  delepl 
from  Tsppan.  Torn.  Kuyprr,  Mr,  Harrlng.  and  John  Nagel.  Tbeae  delesitti  (N 
plained  that  Munellua,  la  Ibv  face  of  att  wanilDga,  went  on  In  a  icaiidikigiM 
ainlul  manner,  hoi  only  sorcl]-  accualng,  witb  abnw  and  threata,  tbe  ■IBM 
and  ConslBtor;.  and  committee  of  tbe  Covtaa.  but  Bias  preacblDE.  and  eren  lafttM 
a  negro  witboat  hla  making  a  proleulon  of  faltb  :  id  that  tbe  icblsn  la  Ibt » 
eregatkiD  became  bIHI  Rreater. 

Tbe  Aasemblr  leparated  with  tbankaglTlnK  to  God. 

Afternoon  Session. 

the  Asaembi;  opened  with  prayer. 

1.  Tbe  letter  of  Che  lawful  ('oDBlBtory  of  Jamaica  naa  referred,  tor  furtliet  U^W 
lion  by  the  Clanla. 

2.  Tappan. — Tbe    delegates    being   again    beard,    their    complalnu    were  tikn  I 


a.  AppiicatloD  to  be  examined  for  Llcenaf  Iti'fiispd.— Jobn  Aemlllua  Walk 
peared,  requeatlng  lo  be  examined  nod  ordained  ;  bul  ihe  dlreciloDB  ot  Ibe  Eter,  ( 
were  M*d  to  him.  and  his  request   declined. 

I    Frinili    PToleai. — Tbe    friends    □[    AruDdeua    protested    agilu 
■  iBsned  reelenta;  nRalDat  blm.  and   Bald   ihey   would  appeal:  yel.  i, 
all  reaaon,  refused  to  slate  In  ffrltlng,  or  lo  suffer  to  be  taiien  down,  tbelr  r(*» 
protest  and  appeal. 

5.  Toppan. — Tbe  AaKenibl;'  nrdered  Ihe  agreement  made  some  year«  Bluet  betno 
Uoieltos  and  ihe  congregation  or  Tai>pan.  rcapectlng  arrears  of  salary,  to 
In  tlatu  ffBO.  since  (he  members  ot  this  body  cannoi  certainly  recall  anytblng  of  in 
nature  beyond  what  Is  roDtalued  in  tbe  minutes.  Fnrlher  ordered,  that  IId* 
written  to.  to  present  himself  before  UB  at  three  o'eloek  on  Tuesday  ■fteraooo;  wlM 

Separated  with  Ihankaelvlng  lo  God. 


Tne.^<lay,  Spptenilior  18 — Fi 


1.  Tappan—Tbc  committee  on  this  matter  was  again  examined,  and  Ibe  Ai 
resolTcd  to  abide  by  ihe  answer  of  the  Itev.  ClaBaie  :  sllll.  however,  Inltn 
attend  lo  tbe  EmrriluiiMp  of  Kli'xellua. 

Separated  with  thantBelrlng  in  Gnd. 

Afternoon  Sessirtn. 

Opened  witb  prajer  to  God. 

1.  Coll  from  Bera«i — FroUsl. — A    call   from    Bergen    and    Slaten   laland  a; 
Vllllam  JaciisoD  wan  read,  and  found  complete.    The  delegates  of  Ihe  fries''  ^ 
Arandeua  presented  their  appeal  and  protest  to  tbe  Rev.  ClasaU,  wblcb  the  0  ~ 
undertook   to  oppose.    This   waa   made   known   to   them,   and   they   were  eiU 
meanwhile,  to  abide  by  our  decision,  which  bltberto  they  have  refased  to  de. 

2.  FUUCIII.—A  letter  from  the  Consistory  here,  occasioned  by  tbe  failure  <f  n 
keepaie  to  supply  firewood,  wai  read,  and  taken  ad  rrfereitdiin. 

S.  ViurUiM. — lie  appeared,  and  bis  affairs  were  taken  ai  uftlBWJim. 
Separated  witb  [haoksglTiDB  to  God. 
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Wednesday,  September  19 — Forenoon. 

pened  with  prayer  to  God. 

.  Minutca — Committees. — The  minute^  of  yesterday  were  read,  and  no  exceptions 
:en.  Dom.  Cnrtenlus  and  the  elder,  Abraham  Van  Wyck,  were  appointed  a  com- 
rtee  to  agree  with  Dom.  Mozellus  respecting  the  removal  from  the  congregation, 
m.  Ritzema  and  Frellnghuysen  were  appointed  a  conunlttee  of  Dom.  Arondeus's 
ends. 

)om.  Frelinghaysen  inquired  whether  a  child  bom  in  incestuous  fornication  could 
baptised  ? 

!.  Dom.  Haeghoort*8  Protest. — It  was  proposed  by  him  to  drop  his  protest  now, 
th  the  view  of  putting  the  Coetus  on  a  better  footing  at  its  next  ordinary  or 
traordinary  session.  The  Assembly  heartily  agreed  to  supply  all  deficiencies  In  ita 
Astitution  which  should  be  intelligently  and  kindly  shown;  and  with  this  Dom. 
leghoort  was  satisfied.  The  Assembly  having  appointed  the  next  ordinary  meeting? 
r  the  handling  of  this  matter,  prior  to  all  other  questions,  the  brethren  were  all 
laested  to  be  present. 

I  Mnaelius. — The  committee  on  this  case  reported  that  Dom.  Muzelius,  on  condl- 
>n  of  remaining  an  Emeritus  minister,  would  remove  out  of  the  congrega- 
)n,  and  forego  his  claims  for  a  moderate  sum  of  money.  The  Assembly  agreed 
at  Dom.  Muzelius,  on  the  written  condition  of  removing  fairly  and  promptly  from 
)in.  VerBryck's  congregation,  of  releasing  them  of  their  obligations  for  a  sum  of 
mey,  and  promising  in  future  to  behave  in  a  Christian  manner,  according  to  God's 
ord  and  the  Church  Order,  should  be  held  and  recognized  as  an  Emeritus  minister. 
le  Assembly  requested Abr'm  Lefferts,  Jas.  Roosevelt,  and  Elbert  Haerlng  to  adjust 
itters  in  their  name  between  Dom.  Muzelius  and  the  Consistory  and  congregation 
Tappan,  and  carry  out  the  agreement  stated  in  the  foregoing  resolution.  Till 
e  accomplishment  of  this  object,  Dom.  Muzelius  is  to  abstain  from  all  ministerial 
rrlce  in  Dom.  Verbryck's  congregation ;  and  if  the  agreement  is  not  made,  then 
e  Coetus  will  proceed  to  consider  the  Classical  Letter  to  their  committee  on  this 
bject  All  of  which  is  to  be  announced  to  him  orally. 
Separated  with  thanksgiving. 

Afternoon  Session. 

>pened  with  prayer  to  God,  as  usual. 

I.  Appeal  of  Duryce. — Dom.  De  Ronde  was  requested  to  write  to  Dan  Duryee,  to 
form  him  that  the  first  minute,  of  which  a  copy  was  furnished  him,  would  remain 
the  minutes,  and  that  he  might  present  his  protest  by  the  Extraordinary  Clerk. 
le  Rev.  Messrs.  Frellnghuysen  and  Leydt,  and  the  elder,  Fisher,  were  requested  to 
;>ly  to  this  protest  and  appeal,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus. 

I  Appeal  of  Arondeus. — ^The  committee  on  the  reply  to  this,  reported  a  draft,  which 
J  amended  by  the  Assembly,  and  then  given  to  Dom.  Ritzema  to  be  fairly  copied. 
d  forwarded  with  the  other  papers  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

t  was  ordered  that  the  next  Ordinary  Coetus  should  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday 
September, 
eparated  with  thanksgiving. 

Thursday,  September  20 — Forenoon. 

pened  with  prayer. 

he  minutes  of  yesterday  afternoon  were  read,  and  no  exceptions  taken  to  them. 

?  full  reply  to  the  protest  and  appeal  of  Arondeus*s  followers  were  read  over,  and 

brethren   were  heartily  thanked  for  it.    Mr.   William  Jackson,  being  about  to 
7el  to  Europe,  showed  his  ecclesiastical  testimonials,  and  offered  his  service  to 

Assembly;    whereupon    the   President,    after    inspecting   his    papers,    cordially 
nked  him,  and  wished  him  all  health  and  happiness. 

he  Assembly,  after  wishing  each  other  all  health  and  blessing  in  love,  separated, 
b  thanksgiving  to  God. 

(Signed.)       Samuel  Verbryck,  V.  D.  M.,  p.  t.  President 
J.  Fryenmoet,  V.  D.  M..  p.  t.  Clerk. 
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OhB    of   the    CoKSIRTOKiES    AT    JaMAICA,    TO    THK    COKTUS   OV  Nw 

YoHK,  Sept.  11,  1753. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Ref.  xxiv.  32. 

To  the  Kev.  Coetus  of  New  York  :— 

We.  the  underBiBDHi,  comilBlory  of  Jamalco.  Bt^lng  that  we  are  not  ronaidared  4 
the  CoetuB  the  IpkhI  cnDiiintorj'  of  Jamaica,  hut  are  altOKetber  iBUored ;  ercn  Is  <M 
extent  that  a  mere  pan  of  as,  which  Ig  declared  to  be  (be  conalatorr,  ll  aUsnl 
to  call  ■  mlDlater :  thercCare.  we  Sad  ouraelTeB  compelled  oace  agalD  to  adlna 
oarselves  to  your  Rpt.  Coetu»,  becanae  o(  thia  grleyoua  treatment  which  we  laertn 
We.  hereby,  therefore,  nddreaa  yoa  with  the  very  friendly  reqaaat  for  radna  k 
thlB  matter  of  onra:  [or  we  aee  no  reason  for  auch  treatment.  It  cmn  b*  daailr 
proYed,  as  this  encIoBure  shows,  that  we  did  do(  rsfnae.  hot  agreed  to  tba  pnf^ 
tlon.  made  Id  an  ardcle.  wblch  Ihe  Com tnlsB loners  of  the  Co«tua  eztia«IMI  lltm 
the  ralnutea  and)  sent  iia  by  the  hand  of  the  late  Rev.  (G.)  du  Bols.  for  the  illiUw 
of  a  consistory.  But.  notwIlliBlandlnR  others  have,  meanwhile,  mixed  up  tUi  M 
with  Ilea,  by  Baying  that  »e  were  UDnllliag  to  aec  aecordlng  to  the  iiiuuM 
article:  although  we  never  said  a  word  to  that  efFect  and  hove  always  acti' k 
perfect  accord  with  the  aald  arllcle :  yet  the  mlnlaters  who  were  either  appoWili 
on  this  business  at  (be  time,  or  else  who  took  It  apon  Cbemselvea.  did  wlttad 
further  IniestlKStlDt;  tboae  atatemend  wltb  which  we  are  charged  by  otberi.  pi* 
to  believe  tbem  :  and  they  pent  ub  another  article  which  we  could  not  acne  U^ 
We  were  thus  neceKsltaled  to  look  far  e  nelghbarlng  minister,  which  also  we  dl 
We  got  Rev.  ArondeuB  to  help  ub  In  chonatDc  a  conslHtory  ;  and.  In  the  lH»rtJ  flT» 
us  by  the  Rev.  ClaSHla.  as  Its  communicntiou  to  us  shows,  we  sllowed  It  to  be  InRaM 
by  tbe  mlnlater  sforeBald. 

But  the  CommlsBl oners  Ijefore  mentioned  cannot  acnuleace  Id  the  matter:  and  li 
place  of  the  consistory  chosen  by  ub.  they  cboae  aaother  cooslBtory.  In  the  bttMl 
of  a  party.  They  hsce  iIiub  set  ub  aside.  And  nothing  of  all  (his.  Indeed,  hai  «m 
to  (he  CoetUB  for  lla  cousldpralion  ;  nor  Ihe  manner  how,  owing  to  the  moBt  ib"Ol> 
alile  Ilea,  we  have  lieen  rejected,  and  looked  upon  ns  unwilling  (o  agree:  whllr.  oa 
the  contrary,  we  were  In  every  respect  wllllna  lo  act  according  to  (he  propoiltlta 
flrat  made.  Bo,  to  our  exceeding  sorrow,  others  hare  triumphed  over  ua.  aad  pmw 
even  Is  given  them  to  make  a  call,  without  rrcoguEiIng  us  as  even  members  ol  Ita 
church.  This  Is  directly  Dtnlnat  tbe  sstutary  ntm  of  the  Rev.  Classls.  which  dM 
eyerythlng  to  promote  amity,  peace  and  unity;  In  order  that  all  might  join  hiiidili 
tbe  calling  of  a  minister :  and  thus  prevent  tbe  setting  up  a  churcb  within  a  chanL 
And  as  we  have  recently  received  s  letter  from  the  Claasla,  dated  May  7.  i'Si  B" 
which  that  body  eipresees  the  hope  that  this  matter  may  be  set  right  In  the  Coelu: 
we  do  now  once  aBBln  resort  lo  your  Revs,  with  the  friendly  requeat  for  redrew  U 
the  same,  and  for  recognition  as  tbe  legal  consistory.  We  have  always  been  tec<i|- 
nlicd  as  BQCh  by  tbe  CIbssIb  :  and  Btirely  will  continue  lo  be,  when  It  cornea  (a  i^ 
how  the  Commissioners  have  been  misled  by  lies.  Otherwise  we  shall  be  obllccd  H 
protest  against  such  appointment  of  a  new  cooslBtory.  chosen  from  s  party:  sad 
we  hereby  do  protest,  requesdng  that.  In  case  redress  Is  refused,  a  minute  mtj  bt 
made  thereof  for  the  Classls  to  act  ur""  o(  its  session  In  May. 
Tboa  done  at  Jamaica.  Queens  County,  8ept,  11,  1TS3. 
Signed  aa  Consistory. 

Simeon  Van  NoortwTck 
PauluB   (his  mart)   p  Aiaenui 
Abraham  Bcbenck 
Daniel  Dnrye. 
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■¥  A  CEBTAm  CoNSrSTOBT  AT  JaUAIOA  AgaINST  THE  CaXJ, 

OF  Thomas  Romeyh,  Sefteubeb  11,  1753. 
Portfolio  "  New  York",  Vol.  ii. 

(  the  undersicned  ConaLatorr  of  the  thurcbei  hereinafter  meDtloned. 
nderatood  that  the  atudenC  Thomas  Romern,  has,  under  the  direction 
jinea  Frellnghujaen,  BcceptHl  a  call  to  the  charch  ot  OrRer  Bar  and. 
amaica.  Thla  thing  fookg  eiceedlnglj  atrantce  to  us,  becanae  no  regard 
In  to  the  action  of  the  Rer.  Claaila  of  Amaterdam  reipectlng  It;  nor  to 
by  the  Rev.  Coetus  at  Its  laat  meeUnK- 

Ing  ahould  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  moderator  of  the  call 
who  has  been  appointed  thereto,  the  Rev.  De  Ronde,  and  not  hf  Bev. 
^hnywn,  who  la  neither  moderator  nor  a  brother  In  the  same  circle.  It 
»t  the  reaolutlon  of  the  Rev.  Claaala.  That  bodr,  In  the  dlsmliiloD  of 
lua  from  amonggt  na.  had  no  other  aim  than  the  harmony  of  the  chnTcb. 
Ib  not  aimed  at  hy  this  proceeding,  but  the  church  la  broken  np,  and  li 
Korae  condition  than  It  even  would  hive  been,  bad  the  said  Ooetacblua 
oreover,  tbe  chnrcbes  contain  memhera  of  both  partlea.  And  when,  by  a 
ore,  a  call  Is  made  to  get  anather  mlntater.  Is  that  not  Betting  up  a 
1  a  church!  Is  It  not  against  all  Cburcb  OrderT  And  does  It  not  thoreby 
lat  Irrational  confusion? 

ore,  flnd  ourselves  neceseltated  to  protest  altogether  against  such  an 
I  treatmeDt ;  as  already  we  have  done  and  also  hereby  do  In  the  namo 
IB  who  are  standing  up  tor  their  rights,  with  tbe  requeat  that  thia  oar 
Torded  In  the  minutes  of  the  Rev.  CoeCua,  In  order  that  the  Rev.  Clasals, 
under  Its  eye.  may  be  able  to  pass  a  righteous  Judgment  on  the  case, 
!;k>n  si  story. 

SImeoD  Van  Noortwyck 
hia 

Paulua    p   Amerman 

Abraham  Schenck 
Daniel  Durye. 
by  us  at  Jamaica,  Sept.  11,  1TS3. 


nOH  BY  THE  CoETUS  OF  THE  SENTENCE  UpON  ABONDBrB, 

Sept.  12,  1753. 
on  of  the  Coetue  in  tbe  matter  of  Rev.  Aroudeiis. 


Detns.  now  In  seaalon.  has  at  this  time  In  partlenlar.  In  the  tear  of  tbe 
ly  coDBldered  tbe  lettera  of  the  Rev.  Claasls  In  regard  to  the  dispntea, 
ag  on  Long  Island,  In  Kings  County :  and  flnda  Itself  In  conscleoce  bound 
ilmously,  the  following  resolntlon,  ai  It  bas  already  done,  and  hereby 
□e  known  to  your  Revs: 

regard  to  tbe  person  of  Rev.  John  Arondena,  It  can  come  to  no  other 
lan  that  tbe  sentence  previously  passed  upon  him  ;  and  which  was 
e  Bev.  CIbsbIb  ;  and  also.  In  Ita  name,  here  recently  put  In  force ;  and 
1  cerUln  condlitonB,  conQrmed  :  that  the  sentence  must  take  effect 
Rev.  can  no  longer  be  minister  among  you.  From  now  on,  yon  mutt 
n  him  as  a  minister ;  and  yon  must  no  longer  refnse  to  observe  What, 
we  have.  In  good  canaclence  before  Qod,  and  according  to  Bia  Word 
h  Order,  unanlmoualy  done. 

known  to  you  that  It  Is  oar  aim,  while  maintaining  rlghteonaness,  to 
me  welfare  of  your  church.    We  have,  therefore,  thought  It  beat,  for  the 
what  la  good,  and  for  tbe  removal,  root  and  branch,  of  what  Is  evil, 
we  ask  tiia  God  ot  all  Grace  to  give  you  His  blessing: 
73 
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(1)  TbBt  tbe  entlri'  CoDBlatory.  whatevpr  It  be  or  bu  tbs  nunc  at  betnf.  Ail 
so  out.  and  ■  new  Capslstarr  far  the  wbole  of  the  Ore  united  rlllaees  <rf  Dap 
Coaotj  shall  be  cbOBen,  rram  both  the  psrtlea.  and  In  preaeoce  of  the  Coetnt  at  lb 
CommlBsloDera ;  accardlni;  to  our  prerloua  actton  takea  In  the  jesr  1T51. 

<£)  mat  lb  the  place  of  ArondeuB.  a  miDlater  seot  b;  the  Oaasla  of  AjBSttrlff 
from  Holland,  be  called,  (to  bf  aaaocUted  vlth  Van  Slnderen),  b;  that  nrv  Gu 
torr.   In   the  name  of  the   whole  eburcb :   and   tbat  In   that  cbIU   U  pnalNe. 
Tillage  of  Gravesand  (GraTeaend)  alio  be  Included,  at  alto  In  Van  Blndenn'i  cat 

(3J  Tbat,  darlne  ibe  Tncancy.  bealdea  Van  Blnderen'a  aerrlcca,  tbt  ditnft  h>« 
aappllea  from  tbe  entire  Coetaa,  from  the  oldest  to  the  ^oungeM- 

(4)  That,  during  that  vacanc;,  do  Conalalor;  meeting  aball  be 
deren  aa  sole  president,  but  only  In  presence  of  tbe  mlalster  who  aball  Oki  I 
taking  his  turn  there :  and,  In  rase  of  eitreme  necesaltj.  b;  calling  In  one  of  W 
brethren  of  tbe  Circle, 

BeT.  Brethren !  the  Asaembl;  eipects  ootblng  el*e  from  jon  now  Chan  Uul  It 
win  all,  without  exception,  accept  this  eo  }uet  and  equitable  resolutloa;  ud  ma' 
all;,  because  the  Ber,  Aaaembly  1b  Brmly  resolved  to  defend  this  resolatton  <tf  M 
In  «nj  Church  Auembly. 

Collata  Concordant  quod  teatamtir. 

Bamuel  Verbryck.  p.  t.  PraeaM 

J.  D.  Pryenmoet,  V.  D.  H.  p.  L  tott 

Pbotebt  of  the  Feiekds  of  Abondeds,  Agaiitst  the  AciTOIt 

THE    COBTCTS    CoKPISMIirO    TEE    SeNTEHCB    ON    AsOKDECB,    Sff 

18,  1753. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

To  the  RcT.  Aesembly  of  the  Coetna.  held  In  the  City  of  New  Tot*. 
Reverend  Aaaembiy:— 

We  hereby  proton!  agnlnat  your  BevB."  renolotlon  and  decision,  passed  on  tbe  S 
Inst,  with  reganl  to  the  person  of  Kev.  John  Aroudeua.  a  copy  of  which  wis  i«l 
DB.  and  signed,  Samuel  Vertiiyck.  etc.    As  uIbo  ugilast  yoar  Rera.'  deelsioQ.  ai 
on  April  IE.  llii;  oo  the  grouiul  of  tbe  acts,  t>elng.  lu  our  Judgement,  aaialt  ut 
Imptvper;  because  hla  Rev,  as  well  bb  ourselves,  have,  by  yonr  Revs,.  bt(s 
demned  without  a  bcartng.    And  n'bec.  ou  tho  IGth  of  April.  175!  we  appeaM  k 
yoor  RevB.'  Assemblr,  to  tbe  Rot.  CInasU  of  AmBterdnm.  the  president.  Her.  OlT^ 
Haegboort.  forbaile  ua  to  speak,  and  ordered  ua  to  goi  aod  consequently,  u 
understand  It.  no  notice  was  taken  of  ug  In  the  Minutes. 

In  reaponie  to  tbe  commuDlcBtlon  by  the  Clasfla  of  Amsterdain,  recommendlal 
to  seek  peace,  wc  did,  ou  the  IGth  of  Sept..  ITSI,  offer  your  Reve.'  AasemUy, 
ready  reaolutlon  for  peace,  aod  to  submit  ourselves  wholly  to  the  Judgentnt  df  >>■ 
Rev.  CIbbbIb  of  AmBterdaui;  nnd  we  are  btUl  disposed  lo  peace        "  ...--— 

Aa  we  are  Informed,  ifor  your  Revs,'  are  onwUling  to  reveal  anything  to  ■ 
keeping  ua  In  the  dark),  tbe  Rev,  Classls  of  Amsterdam  has  moat  highly 
mended  to  your  Rev.  Assembly,  to  devlae  and  apply  means  to  bring  aboDt  . 
and  to  that  end  proposed  certain  rules  and  condlllnna  for  inspiring  both  paitle*  t 
■eek  peace  and  reconcl  lint  Ion.  This  your  Revs,  have  not  In  the  least  obtetrtdi  M 
on  the  contrary,  on  two  different  occaBlobs,  you  have  condemned  01  ir'  "^ 
Arondeus  without  allowing  ua  the  allgbtest  chance  to  defend  OQiselves.  ', 
hold  to  be  contrary  to  all  rights,  very  unjust  and  improper;  also  directly 
tbe  Christian  aim  and  object  of  tbe  Rev.  Classls  of  Amateidani,  whoae  aim 
aave.  and  not  to  destroy.  Wherefore,  we  heraby  appeal  to  tbe  Rer.  CU"I«  ■ 
Amaterdam  for  redress,  and  requeal  tbat  thla  oor  appeal  may  be  eoUnd  ««  * 
Mlnntea,  to  be  made  known  to  that  Rev.  Assembly. 

Jobannea  Lett 
PhlUppM  Nagri 
Rntgert  Taa  B«* 
Jacob  Bcmaei 
Daniel  Bodet. 
Sings  County,  Sept.  18.  17R. 
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C7SWEB    OF   THE    COETUS    ON    THE    PbOTEST    FBOM    JaMAIOA,    SePT. 

19,  1753. 

Portf  oUo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

opy  of  the  Acts  of  Coetus,  Sept.  19,  1753  in  the  matter  of 

Jamaica,  on  Long  Island. 

Worthy  Friends!    The  Bev.  Coetus  has  carefully  considered  the  papers  handed  in 

'  yon,  with  a  yiew  especially 

L  To  getting  yonr  consistory  at  Jamaica  legalized. 

Kl  And  hence,  the  consistory  chosen  by  Bev.  Bitzema  declared  illegal,  and  so  also 

le  call  extended  by  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bomeyn.    Answer: 

At  to  the  first  point,  the  Bev.  Assembly  can  in  no  wise  rule  in  accordance  with 

Mir  ideas. 

CI)  Becanse  snch  a  thing  must  be  done,  according  to  the  action  of  the  Bev.  Classis, 

r  t  neighboring  minister,  or  one  of  the  commissioners,  or  one  of  the  Coetns.    Bev. 

xwidens  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other;  not  the  first,  as  the  outcome  proves; 

•t  the  KGond,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  not  sent  by  the  commissioners ;  and 

9t  the  third,  for  he  is  not  of  the  Coetus  up  to  this  time. 

C9  Becanse  it  must  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church;  and  it  was  not  so 

one;  for  the  elder,  Ab.  Lott  did  not  only  not  vote  with  you,  but  being  in  church 

bnaelf,  protested  against  your  election. 

^  to  the  second  point,  that  is  something,  we  think,  which  does  not  belong  to  us, 
leetDse  this  matter  is  now  pending  before  the  Bev.  Classis,  his  Bev.  is  no  doubt 
WssDt  by  this  time.  So  our  Judgement  can  do  neither  good  nor  harm.  If  it  is 
Qsiible,  the  Bev.  Classis  requires  of  us  the  settling  of  the  dispute;  therefore, 
fc|«thren,  consider  with  us,  whether  it  will  not  be  most  fitting  for  us  to  act  with 
<oo  in  the  matter  after  the  Judgement  of  the  Bev.  Classis  thereon  shall  have  become 
Howd  to  both  of  us.  Perchance  every  difficulty  may  thereby  be  at  once  removed, 
Hd  both  we  and  you  set  at  ease. 

•Whereupon,  the  commissioners,  having  come  in,  it  was  agreed  to  let  the  whole 

fitter  rest  until  the  time  when  further  information  shall  have  been  received  from 

^  Rev.  Classis. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  19. 

in  the  afternoon. 

Be?,  de  Bonde  was  asked  to  write  a  letter  to  Daniel  Durye,  informing  him  that 
Is  first  minute,  a  copy  of  wliich  is  given  him,  will  remain  in  the  minutes,  and  he 
2bss  have  the  liberty  to  hand  in  his  protest  to  the  special  scribe.  Bevs.  Frieling- 
ttywn  and  Leydt  and  the  elder  Visser  were  asked  to  reply  to  the  protest  and 
igpetl  in  name  of  the  Coetus. 


COBBESPONDEKCE  FBOM   AmEBIOA. 

Ihe  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept. 
19,  1753.     Vol.  xxiii.  379,  380.     Kef.  xxiv.  28. 

Ifost  Pious  and  Learned  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  consti- 
tuting the  Assembly  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Amsterdam : 
The  first  package  of  your  esteemed  letters,  dated,  one  December 
,  1752,  the  second  July  17, 1752,  and  also  another  of  May  7,1753, 
e  received  and  opened  on  the  11th  of  September;  and  also  one 
»  the  committee  in  the  case  of  Dom.  Muzelius ;  from  all  which 


1763 


3122  Ecclesiastical  Kecokds 

1763 

we  have  seen  your  extreme  paine  and  faithful  watchfiilnese  I 
our  New  Netherlands  Zion — a  good  pattern  for  us  to  follow 
your  laudable  footsteps.     Meanwhile,  we  thank  you  in  the  mc 
earnest  maimer  for  your  pains  in  the  matter,  and  humbly  sedctil 
coudnuance  of  the  same. 

How  we  have  been  governed  in  the  management  of  our 
by  the  wise  counsel  given  us  in  your  letters,  will  appear  from  dl 
accompanying  minutes  and  other  documents. 

We  announce,  with  great  sorrow,  that  the  Messrs.  Freliiif 
huyeen  have,  while  at  sea,  been  removed  from  this  life  by 
small-pox,  to  the  great  regret  of  their  surviving  brethren,  and  of 
the  congregations  for  whom  they  had  been  ordained  to  the 
ifltry  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  your  Kev.  Body.  In  tbe 
meantime,  the  other  two  gentlemen,  Vrooman  and  Schnneiiie^ 
have  been  installed  in  their  congregations,  in  the  hope  tbattbi^ 
will  be  faithful  instruments,  in  the  hand  of  Jesus,  for  the  eSlm- 
sion  of  his  gracious  kingdom. 

We  thank  your  Eev.  Body  for  the  Acta  Synodi;  and,  in 
elusion,  desire  that  the  all-sufficient  Jehovah,  out  of  his  overfot- 
ing  grace,  would  pour  out  upon  you  all  imaginable  tempoB^ 
spiritual,  and  eternal  blessings.  We  remain,  Rev.  Fathers 
Brethren  in  Christ,  Your  obedient  servants  and  associates,  Til 
Christian  Coetus  in  New  York,  In  the  name  of  all, 

Sam.  Verbryck,  p.  t  PrtS. 
J,  Fryenmoet,  p.  t  Clerk. 
New  York,  Sept.  19,  1755. 

CoKEESPOSDENCE  FEOM   AUERICA. 

Rex.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany,  to  the  Classis  of  Amster 

dam,  Sept.  20,  1753. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  Vol.  xxiii, 
sxiv.  22.     Acta  of  Classis,  xii.  373. 

Addreraed;— To  tbc^  Very  Bevprpiid  CtasBlB  of  AniHterdain.  by  the  baod  of  Hi.  ^^ 

Jnckson— wboiji  may  God  guide; 
Very  Beverend  Fethers;— 

Both  ot  joar  hishly  eatecmed  lettcti  irete  duty  received  by  me.  I  bcteby  kttWr 
UuDk  yoD  (or  them:  and  eHpecIatly  for  the  canfrmtnlatloDi  on  the  IndnctM  HW 
office  of  my  two  bnitberB,  Hi  alio  ot  my  former  pupil,  Ut.  Bai 
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:ter,  together  with  Mr.  John  Schnneman,  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  congratulate 
S  at  the  place  where  I  am  located;  but  the  faces  of  my  dearly  beloved  brothers, 
Bhall  not  have  the  privilege  of  again  seeing  on  this  side  of  immortality.  For  it 
M  pleased  the  Sovereign  Qod  to  take  them— Ferdinand,  on  the  Uth,  and  Jacobus 

the  19th  of  June,  of  this  year,  (1753),  on  their  return  Journey,  by  the  smallpox, 
t  of  this  brief  and  miserable  life— to  take  them,  as  I  trust,  to  Himself,  into  that 
emed  and  everlasting  life.    This,  while  to  them  a  glorious  change,  has  caused  great 
now  to  our  American  Zion. 
Pursuant  to  your  Revs.'  order  that  I  should  continue  to  urge  the  Rev.  Consistory 

Albany  to  Join  the  Coetus,  I  have  done  my  utmost.    I  laid  before  them  that  part 

the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  which  related  to  the  Coetus,  and  requested  that  I, 
Ith  an  elder,  should  now  go  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  Joining  ourselves  to 
e  Rev.  Coetus.  But  in  vain!  They  declared  that  tbey  would  have  nothing  to  do 
1th  the  Coetus.  When  I  asked  them  about  my  going  alone,  I  was  refused.  I  was 
vt  allowed  even  to  go  to  New  York  to  attend  to  my  own  necessary  business.  So 
f  as  I  have  yet  discovered,  and  in  more  cases  than  this  one— though  throughout 
m  whole  world  elsewhere,  it  is  different- it  may  be  said  to  be  almost  an  axiom  at 
Ktany,  "He  that  perseveres,  loses."  ("De  Aanhouder  wlnt.*') 
8och  independence  and  tyranny  at  Albany,  in  its  desire  to  shut  the  minister  up 
ftthin  its  gates,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  general  welfare  of  the  Church,  not  even 
mnitting  him  to  go  to  the  capital  of  the  Province  to  attend  to  his  own  necessary 
■Urs— this  goes  against  the  grain,  and  is  hard  to  bear.  And  this  is  especially  so, 
ftetnse  there  is  an  article  in  my  call  by  which  they  can  do  violence  to  my  con- 
slence;  namely,  that  even  during  the  week,  I  shall  not  be  allowed  to  hold  services 
mywhere  without  their  consent.  Already  I  have  had  occasion  to  understand  only 
>o  well  the  unreasonableness  of  such  a  condition,  as  well  as  its  Impropriety,  with 
M  unfortunate  conseauences. 

I  luderstood  that  your  Revs,  have  written,  either  to  Rev.  Hoevenberg,  or  to  the 
kmsistory  of  Claverack,  to  tbe  same  purport,  no  doubt,  as  that  which  I  received 
KWB  your  Revs,  concerning  their  affairs,  and  which  is  calculated  to  get  that  church 
Vit  of  their  snarl.  Great  divisions  still  continue  among  them,  however,  and  Mr. 
CiMvenberg  threatens  everyl>ody  who  calls  the  legality  of  his  ministry  in  question. 

71iis  letter  Is  sent  by  the  hand  of  a  young  man  named  William  Jackson.    He  has 

*9ai  called  by  the  churches  of  Bergen  and  on  Staten  Island.    He  purposes  to  study 

»r  •  year  in  one  of  the  Universities  of  Netherland.    It  is  to  be  expected  that,  at 

^  end  of  that  time,  he  will  present  bimself  to  your  Revs,  for  examination,  with 

t  view  to  being  ordained  to  the  Sacred  Ministry.    I  do  not  at  all  doubt,  but  that, 

*«litg  a  young  man  of  promise,  fearing  the  Lord,  and  given   to  study  from  his 

^vtth,  his  Hon.  will  give  satisfaction.    For  the  sake  of  his  churches,  and  for  tbe 

■^e  of  his  parents,  as  he  is  a  Benjamin,  yea.  Indeed,  an  only  son,  whose  absence 

^t  aged  people,  and  people  of  means  and  respectability  residing  at  New  York,  will 

^  Tery  sorely,  I  humbly  make  request  that  it  may  please  your  Revs,  to  help  his 

3onor  most  speedily  to  return.    The  same  thing,  I  hope  has  been,  or  will  be  done 

^t  Hr.  Thomas  Romeyn.    Meanwhile  wishing  tbe  very  Rev.  Assembly  the  blessing 

*<i  peace  of  the  Lord,  I  sign  myself,  Very  Rev.  Fathers, 

Your  Very  Revs,  most  obedient  servant  and  son  in  the  sacred  ministry. 

fc-^  Theodorus  Friellnghuyseu,  A.  M.  Albanienis  Eccl.  Pastor. 

*nnny,  Sept.  20.  1753. 

^0.  202.    Received  Jan.  8,  1754. 


Correspondence  from  America. 

ie  Answer  of  the  Coetus  to  the  Protest  of  Arondeus,  of  Sept.  18, 

Sept.  20,  1753. 

The  answer  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Rev. 
tassifl  of  Amsterdam,  wherein  their  action  in  the  case  of  Dom. 
)rondeii8  and  his  friends  is  submitted  to  the  Rev.  Classis  for 
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adjudication,  together  with  an  expoatire  of  the  protest  nudelj 
these  parties  against  the  decision  of  the  Coetus,  dated  Sept  ll 
1753. 

rirst  we  confess  that  the  plan  you  devise,  Rev.  Fathers,  n 
so  much  pains  and  care,  to  preserve  at  once  the  congr^tion  t 
Arondens,  was  a  matter  greatly  desired  by  us,  and  was  tiiereft 
a  subject  of  long  and  anxions  deliberation  in  our  Aseembly;  ji 
the  longer  we  deliberated,  the  greater  became  the  difficulties,  lad 
we  were  compelled  to  make  some  exceptions  to  those  things  w 
related  to  the  preservation  of  the  congregation. 

1.  Because  we  could  not  in  conscience  adopt  the  articlea 
scribed  by  the  Rev.  Classis  for  the  peace  of  Long  Island. 

(1)  Since  Dom.  Van  Sinderen  had  already  made  a  confesaai 
sermon  which  Arondeus  persistently  refused,  it  seemed  hard 
reqiure  from  him  a  new  confession  along  with  Arondeus,  b^ 
our  table. 

(2)  Nor  could  we  force  a  man  whom  we  had  already  sileDM 
on  Long  Island — a  sentence  confirmed  by  the  hand  and  seal 
the  Classis — upon  Van  Sinderen's  congregation,  and  lay  ll« 
under  censure  if  they  refused  him. 

2.  Necessity  compelled  us  to  leave  Arondeus  altogether  asii 

(1)  Becauye  his  person  was  altogether  odious  to  the  mod' 
those  who  adhered  to  Van  Sinderen,  since  he  had  faithlwslj 
serted  them,  then  returned  back,  in  spite  of  them,  into  the  conj 
gfttion,  and  committed  many  unchristian  and  improper  acB,(' 
from  time  to  time  has  been  made  known  to  the  Classis),  will"'' 
even  manifesting  the  least  sorrow  or  repentenee,  or  indeed  affoB 
ing  any  probability  that  he  would  do  anything  to  atone  for  ■ 
aversion  from  godliness, 

(2)  His  deportment  is  such  as  to  make  him  a  scandal,  not  oo, 
to  Van  Sinderen's  followers,  but  also  to  a  multitude  of  hisf** 
This  arises  especially  from  his  behavior  to  his  servant-maid,  ^i^ 
has  caused  many  family  disputes,  and  induced  his  best  frieii®  " 
tell  him  to  turn  her  out  of  his  house;  instead  of  which,  od* 
contrary,  when  he  was  sick,  not  long  since,  he  made  hie  *il*i 
one  of  hia  frienda  aaaures  ua,  in  her  favor,  to  the  exclusion  of ' 
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own  brother  in  Rotterdam.  Hence  it  comes,  that  he  is  often 
overcome  by  strong  drink,  and  on  different  occasions  has  acted 
like  a  drunken  man  or  a  madman,  in  the  presence  of  many  wit- 
nesses. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons,  the  Assembly  was  led  to 
the  conclusion  expressed  in  their  previous  minutes  (p.  Ixxx.) 

Now  as  to  the  Reasons  of  that  Conclusion. 

1.  The  restoration  of  the  congregation  could  not  be  effected 
without  a  lawful  Consistory,  chosen  from  both  parties ;  and  this 
would  be  no  detriment,  but  rather  an  advantage  to  Arondeus's 
followers,  since  they  would  thus  become  one  body  with  the 
others. 

2.  Nor  was  it  to  their  detriment  that  they  were  somewhat 
limited  in  their  freedom,  (of  choice  of  a  minister,)  since  they  had 
often  desired  this  very  thing,  and  thus  their  wishes  were  gratified ; 
and  since,  on  the  other  hand,  such  a  person,  being  without  any 
appearance  of  partisanship,  could  be  useful  to  both  parties. 

3.  It  was  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  the  fatherland,  and 
also  to  their  advantage,  not  at  once  to  put  them  entirely  under 
the  ministry  of  Van  Sinderen,  but  to  give  them  the  ministrations 
of  others  when  Arondeus  ceased  to  serve.  If  they  had  objections 
to  any  of  our  members,  these  would  have  yielded  for  the  sake 
of  peace. 

4.  It  was  also  manifestly  for  their  advantage,  in  that  thus  the 
balance  in  the  Consistory  was  preserved,  and  no  one  party  got  the 
ascendency. 

Hence  Rev.  Fathers,  we  think  that  all  was  done  impartially  by 
us  for  the  attainment  of  the  desired  end,  without  wounding  our 
consciences,  and  in  our  view,  no  occasion  was  given  for  any  such 
protest;  still  we  submit  it  entirely  and  readily  to  your  wise  and 
considerate  judgement. 

Now  as  to  the  protest,  it  may  be  reduced  to  two  chief  points : 
I.  It  declares  that  the  decision  made  on  the  16th  of  April,  1752, 
was  unjust:  1.  Because  they  were  not  heard;  and  2.  Because 
their  protest  was  refused  by  Dom.  Haeghoort  as  President. 
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To  this  the  Assembly  reply,  that  the  decision  complained  of  I 
was  not  then  made  for  the  first  time,  but  was  simply  a  new  dedan- 1 
tion  of  a  former  decision,  adopted  on  good  grounds  by  the  Coetm  I 
and  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Classis.  I 

It  is  true,  we  were  requested,  if  it  were  possible  and  expedknt,  I 
to  restore  the  deposed  person,  which  with  great  forbearance  fe  | 
tried  to  do,  although  a  large  portion  of  the  congregation  protested  ] 
against  it.     Yet  it  seemed  inexpedient  to  us  to  restore  a  man  vho  j 
had  misconducted  himself  as  Arondeus  had  been  proved  to  hive  j 
done,  Avithout  some  appearance  of  repentance;  wherefore,  iririk 
acting  toward  him  with  great  patience  and  indulgence,  we  sdD 
required  some  acknowledgements  from  him.     These  he  engiged 
to  make,  but  never  did,  nay,  rather  aggravated  his  faults,  and  | 
showed  himself  to  be  just  such  a  man  as  we  had  declared  him  to 
be  in  our  sentence.     His  persistent  misbehavior,  too,  so  alienated 
the  hearts  of  the  people  from  him,  that  we  could  see  nothing  hot 
mischief  in  his  restoration.     It  would  moreover  close  the  door 
to  the  healing  of  the  schism  throughout  the  Island,  so  long  as 
he  remained  to   keep  the  flame  of  discord  blazing  in  Qneens 
County,   whereby   the   congregation   would   remain   vacant  and 
exposed,  and  the  village  of  Gravesend,  which  he  had  cut  oft 
would  continue  separated  from  the  others  and  unable  to  call 
another  pastor.     And  as  it  was  impossible  for  us  in  any  way  to 
induce  Van  Sinderen's  party  to  call  Arondeus,  it  seemed  desirable, 
both  for  him  and  the  congregation,  that  he  should  leave  them: 
for  him,  because,  as  he  still  retained  his  office,  he  could  not  go 
to  another  congregation  where  this  judgement  would  have  no 
force,  just  as  was  the  case  with  Dom.  Goetschius ;  and  for  the 
congregation  of  Long  Isand,  because  they  would  be  settled  by 
uniting,  as  we  advised  them,  in  the  call  of  a  man  not  connected 
with  either  party.    Our  decision  therefore  was  not  unjust,  because, 

1.  Our  sentence,  and  the  declaration  of  it,  made  April  16, 1752, 
were  not  without  a  hearing  of  them.  The  charge,  indeed,  is 
rather  against  the  Classis  than  us ;  yet  it  is  untrue,  for  they  were 
heard  by  the  Classis,  and  the  grounds  on  which  that  body  acted 
are  now  seen  to  be  well  taken,  since  he  himself  undertook  to 
make  acknowledgments  for  them  as  misdeeds. 
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For  were  they  unheard  the  second  time  that  we  refused  to 
ore  Arondeus,  for  both  the  Coetus  and  the  committee  gave 
n  a  long  hearing,  in  which  the  former  are  to  be  blamed  rather 
patience  and  forbearance  than  for  precipitation. 
.  As  to  the  refusal  of  their  protest  by  Dom.  Haeghoort  as 
sident,  no  protest  was  offered,  no  appeal  was  desired  by  them, 
there  were  abusive  words  and  ebullitions  of  bitter  feelings, 
ch  compelled  us  to  order  them  to  withdraw,  when  in  strict 
ice  we  might  have  put  them  under  censure. 
L  As  to  the  second  feature  of  the  protest,  which  charges  us 
I  disregarding  the  propositions  of  the  Classis,  the  reasons 
ady  as  signed  will  justify  us  in  our  course,  besides  the  fact 
;  the  Classis  gave  us  entire  liberty  in  the  matter. 
i8  to  the  "  keeping  in  the  dark,"  of  which  they  complain,  in 
ird  to  the  propositions  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  the  seals  of  our 
Jrs  must  have  lain  unbroken  on  their  table, 
he  proposition  we  have  now  made  is  the  best  we  can  devise 
inite   and  preserve  this   congregation,   as  the  above-named 
ons  show.     And  our  request  to  you.  Rev.  Fathers,  is,  that 
will  reject  this  groundless  protest,  and  unite  hand  in  hand 
us  in  bringing  into  effect  the  means  we  have  mentioned  for 
lucing  harmony, 
hat  this  is  our  reply,  I  testify. 

Sam'l  Verbryck,  V.  D.  M.,  p.  t.  Pres. 
^  York,  Sept.  20,  1753. 

J  THE  Chtjkch  of  England  Eveb  Established  in  New  Yobk. 
Arguments  in  support  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Establishment  in 

this  Province,  impartially  considered,  and  refuted. 

By  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston.*     Sept.  27,  1753. 

Eripe  turpi 

Colla  Jngo :  Liber,  liber  sam,  die  age Hor. 

ttber  the  Chorch  of  England  is  equally  established  in  the  Colonies,  as  In  the 
em  Parts  of  Chreat  Britain,  Is  a  Question  that  has  often  been  controverted, 
who  hold  the  Affirmative,  have  drawn  a  long  Train  of  Consequences  in 
r  of  the  BpUcopalians,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  Truth  is  on  their  Side. 
*reshyterian9,  Independents,  Oongregationaliste,  Anahaptiate,  Quakers,  and  all 
among  us,  who  In  England  would  fall  under  the  general  Denomination  of  Die- 
V,  are  warm  in  the  Negative.    I  beg  Leave,  therefore,   to  interpose  in  the 

»  8edg«wlck'B  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston. 
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Dtbate;  tnd  ■■  I  promlaed  In  tbe  lotrodDctlon  to  thew  Papera  to 
cellgliiiu.  u  well  as  civil  RIgbtB  gad  FriTllettn  ot  mr  Canotrimeii.  I 
tbli  Paper  to  a  Comlderollon  of  ao  Imporunl  a  Point;  to  which  I 
Wronglj  Inellned.  b«cau»e  such  Bstsbllsbroent  bus  otten  been  ntged  tgilM  it 
Scheme  I  have  proposed  for  the  Cocilltutlon  ot  our  College.  Mj  opInkM  ll>  T 
the  Notion  of  a  general  rellKlouB  EKlahllahnieDt  la  tills  PTDTlnce,  1*  entlnij  fm 
leai.  According  (o  the  strict  Rules  of  Conlroversr,  tbe  0«»*  proftnuA  « 
Snrden  of  the  Proof,  lies  upon  those  who  nlDrm  Ibe  Position :  and  It  wosM.  tt 
fore,  be  anfflcleiit  for  me  bard;  to  dr^n;  It.  till  ctiaae  who  adianee  tba  Doclitel 
an  Batabllahmen t.  harp  eiblblled  their  Proofs  to  malataln  It.  I  shall.  Ba~ 
waive  tbe  Advantsge  of  this  Rule  ot  tbe  Scbools.  and.  aa  becomes  in 
Advocate  for  Ttutb.  proceed  to  state  Ibe  ArRumonts.  which  are  generallj 
support  of  an  Establish  meat.  I  ahnll  then  show  their  InsuOlelencT,  mi 
wltb  the  particular  ReasuoB  upon  which  mf  Opinion  Is  founded. 

The7  who  assert,  that  the  Chnreh  of  EmrlnniT.  Is  established  In  (bli 
never,  that  I  have  beard  ot,  pretended  ibnl  11  o-wcs  Its  Establlahment  to  — ,  .- 
vlnclal  I^w  ot  our  own  oiaklag.  Nor.  Indred,  1e  there  the  least  QrouqtlDrH  j 
a  Supposition.  The  Acts  that  estnbllsb  a  ytinlalri)  In  IblH.  and  three  oDiec  CMI 
do  not  affect  the  whole  Colon; ;  and  therefore  ean.  b;  no  Ueans,  bt  upi  I 
■npport  of  a  Reseral  Ealabllahment.  Nor  were  they  orlElDallf  designed  to  Hbll 
the  Episcopatlana  Id  Preference  or  Eielnalon  at  an;  other  Proteatann  U  M 
counties  to  whirjb  thpj  are  Ilmlled.  Bat  aa  Ihe  Proposition  Is,  that  the  HdH 
■nent  of  the  Church  of  Eitglani,  Is  equally  binding  here  as  In  EngliMAi  »  W* 
able  thereto,  the  Argunienla  they  adduce  are  the  following: 

Firtt.  That  aa  we  are  an  Enylliih  Colonr.  Ihe  cooBtllutlonal  Lawa  of  iflt  ** 
Country,  antecedent  (o  a  LeKlalature  of  our  own,  are  blading  upon  oar  sad  tW 
(ore,  at  the  planting  of  thli  Colony.  Ihe  Enull»h  rellgloua  Establlshnieat  InmitU 
took  Place. 

Bccondly,  That  tbe  Act  wbleb  ealnbltshcd  the  Gplacapal  Church  Id  Soatk-8'M 
previous  to  tbe  UnloD  of  K»glanil  and  Scotland,  eiteoils  to.  and  equally  ilKtii 
the  Colonies. 

Them  are  tbe  only  Arguments  that  ena  lie  offered  with  tbe  Irast  Plauaib11lil.il 
If  they  are  shown  lo  be  locoocluBlve  llie  l-oslllon  Is  dlstiroved.  and  tbe  A 
of  consequence  Inust  be  Impertltient  and  groundless,  i  ahnll  begin  witl 
Hon  ot  the  Flrai;  and  here  It  must  be  confessed  for  undoubted  Law,  I 
Colony,  'tin  It  has  a  Leglslalure  o[  Its  owo,  Is  In  general  subject  to  the  U"? 
tbe  Country  from  whieh  It  originally  sprnng  ;  Itut  that  all  of  them  wltlw' 
tInctloD.  are  to  be  supposed  binding  upon  sucb  Planters,  Is  neither  airW 
Law  nor  Reosoc.  Tbe  Lnns  which  they  carry  wltb-lhem.  and  to  wblcb  Ui 
subject,  are  aoch  aa  are  absolutely  necessary  to  answer  the  original  loloiU"* 
our  entering  Into  a  State  of  Society.  Such  bb  are  requlellc  In  Uielr  Se«-0™ 
State,  lor  the  Advancement  of  their  and  Ihe  general  Prosperity,  such,  wl*" 
which  they  will  neither  lie  protected  In  their  Lives,  Liberty  nor  Ptoperlr;  *■ 
the  true  Reasob  of  their  being  conaldered  even  subjeel  to  such  Law*.  arlMa 
the  absolute  Neceaslty  of  their  lieing  under  some  Kind  of  Government,  diett 
porting  a  Colony,  Relation  and  Dependence,  and  the  evident  Fitness  of  tbaU 
Jectlon  to  tbe  Laws  O''  their  Mother  Country,  wlib  which  alone  tbey  (M 
supposed  to  be  acquainted.  Even  at  Ihls  Day  we  eitend  every  general 
FBrllament  which  we  think  reasonable  and  at  for  us.  though  it  «as 
designed   to  he  a   Law  upon  us,   nor  has  Words    to  include   as.  and  has  nta  >— 

Introduced  for  our  convenleuc.v ;  bnt  that  the  t'npliih  Laws,  ao  (ar  aa  I  hai*  «*' 
dngulshed  them,  should  he  binding  upon  us.  aulecedent  to  our  having  a  LtfiWa". 
of  oar  own.  Is  ot  absolnte  unnroldable  Necessity.  But  no  such  Necessitr.  eu  * 
pretended  In  favour  of  tbe  iDtroduclloii  of  any  rellgloaa  Eslabllsbment  DbitiM^I 
because.  It  la  evident  that  different  Roelelles  do  eilat  wllh  dllferent  ecclialiriW 
liwB,  or  which  is  sufflclent  to  my  I'urpiae.  wlliout  such  aa  the  Engllth  BinW* 
menti;  and  that  civil  Society,  as  It  Is  nnu-cedent  to  any  cceleelaMlca]  EsnUl'l- 
ments.  Is  In  Its  Xature  unconnected  with  tbem,  Independent  Of  them,  and  all  *^ 
Happiness  compleatly  attainable  nllbout  tbem. 

Secondly,  To  suppose  all  the  Lawa  of  Englcnd,  wlthOQt  DlidactJoa,  oNlpU'T 
upon  every  new  Colony  at  Its  Implantation,  Is  abaurd,  and  woald  sCsetiallT  I"" 
Tent  the  Snbjecta  from  undertaking  so  hasardoua  an  Adveature.  Vpoo  asd  • 
finprosllioo,  a  thousand  Laws  will  be  Introdnced,  Inconsistent  wltb  tb*  State  °" 
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new  Country,   and   destructive  of  the   Planters.    To  use  the  Words  of   the  present 

Attorney   General,    SIB   DUDLEY    RYDER,    "  It   would   be   acting   the    Part   of   an 

oziskllful  Physician,  who  should  prescribe  the  same  Dose  to  every  Patient,  without 

distinguishing   the  Variety  of   Distempers  and    Constitutions".    According   to   this 

I>octrine,  we  are  subject  to  the  payment  of  Tythes,  ought  to  have  a  spiritual  Court, 

and  impoverished,  as  the  first  Settlers  of  the  Province  must  have  been,  they  were 

yet  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  Land  Tax.    And  had  this  been  the  Sense  of  our 

Rulers,  and  their  Conduct  conformable  thereto,  scarce  ever  would  our  Colonies  have 

appeared  in  their  present  flourishing  Condition ;  especially  If  it  be  considered,  that 

the  first  Settlers  of  most  of  them,  sought  an  exemption  in  these  American  Wilds, 

trfxa  the  Establishment  to  which  they  were  subject  at  Home. 

Thirdly,  If  the  Planters  of  every  new  Colony,  carry  with  them  the  established 
Bellglon  of  the  Country  from  whence  they  migrate,  it  follows,  that  of  a  Colony  had 
been  planted  when  the  English  Nation  were  Pagans,  the  Establishment  in  such 
Colony  must  be  of  Paganism  alone:  And  in  like  Manner,  had  this  Colony  been 
planted  while  Popery  was  established  in  England,  the  Religion  of  Papists  must 
have  been  our  established  Religion ;  and  if  it  is  our  Duty  to  conform  to  the  Religion 
established  at  Home,  we  are  equally  bound,  against  conscience  and  the  Bible,  to  be 
Regans,  Papists  or  Protestants,  according  to  the  particular  Religion  they  shall 
Please  to  adopt  A  Doctrine  that  can  never  be  urged,  but  with  a  very  ill  grace 
Indeed,  by  any  Protestant  Minister. 

Fourthly,  If  the  Church  of  England  is  established  in  this  Colony,  it  must  either 
be  founded  on  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  the  Common  Law.  That  it  is  not  yet  estab- 
lished by  the  First,  I  shall  prove  in  the  Sequel :  and  that  it  cannot  be  established 
by  the  Common  Law,  appears  from  the  following  Considerations. 

The  Common  Law  of  England  properly  defined,  consists  of  those  general  Laws  to 
irhlch  the  English  have  been  accustomed  from  time  to  time,  whereof  there  is  no 
Hemory  to  the  Contrary ;  and  every  Law  deriving  its  Validity  from  such  immemorial 
Custom  must  be  carried  back  as  far  as  to  the  Reign  of  RICHARD  I.  whose  Death 
bappened  on  the  6th  of  April,  1199.  But  the  present  Establishment  of  the  Church 
ef  England,  was  not  'till  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  ANN.  *And  hence  it  is  apparent, 
"QoLt  the  Establishment  of  the  Church  of  England,  can  never  be  argued  from  the 
Cbmmon  Law,  even  In  England;  nor  can  be  any  part  of  It,  since  it  depends  not  for 
Its  Validity,  upon  Custom  immemorial.  And  therefore,  though  it  be  admitted, 
that  eyery  English  Colony  is  subject  to  the  Common  Law  of  the  Realm,  it  by  no 
Means  follows,  that  the  Church  of  England  is  established  in  the  Colonies;  because, 
the  Common  Law  knows  of  no  such  religious  Establishment,  nor  considers  any 
religious  Establishment  whatever,  as  any  part  of  the  English  Constitution.  It 
does,  indeed,  Incourage  Religion ;  but  that,  and  a  particular  Church  Government, 
are  Things  intlrely  different. 

I  proceed  now  to  a  Consideration  of  the  second  Argument  Insisted  on,  to  prove 
an  Episcopal  Establishment  in  the  Colonies,  founded  on  the  Act  which  established 
the  Church  of  England,  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  ANN,  recited  and  ratified 
In  the  Act  for  an  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland.  And  that 
thla  Act  does  not  establish  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Colonies,  has  been  so 
fully  shewn  by  Mr.  HOBART,  In  his  second  Address  to  the  Episcopal  Separation  in 
New  England,  that  I  shall  content  myself  with  an  Extract  from  the  Works  of  that 
Ingenious  Gentleman,  which  with  very  little  Alteration,  is  as  follows: 

"  The  Act  we  are  now  disputing  about,  was  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  ANN, 
and  la  mtitled,  *An  Act  for  securing  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  Law  established.* 
The  Occasion  of  the  Statute  was  this :  The  Parliament  in  Scotland,  when  treating 
of  an  Union  with  England,  were  apprehensive  of  its  endangering  their  ecclesiastical 
Establishment.  Scotland  was  to  have  but  a  small  Share  in  the  Legislature  of 
Ortat  Britain,  but  forty  five  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  consist  of 
abOTe  five  hundred,  and  but  sixteen  In  the  House  of  lA)rds,  which  then  consisted 
of  near  an  hundred,  and  might  be  Increased  by  the  Sovereign  at  Pleasure.  The 
Boot*,  therefore,  to  prevent  having  their  ecclesiastical  Establishment  repealed  in  a 
British  Parliament,  where  they  might  be  so  easily  out-voted  by  the  English  Mem- 
bers, passed  an  Act  previous  to  the  Union,  establishing  the  Presbyterian  Church 
within  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  in  perpetuity,  and  made  this  Act  an  essential  and 
fundamental  Part  of  the  Union  which  might  not  be  repealed,  or  altered  by  any 
subsequent  British  Parliament;  And  this  put  the  English  Parliament  upon  passing 
this  Act  for  securing  the  Church  of  England.    Neither  of  them  designed  to  «ii\A.T^ 


1753 


3430  Ecclesiastical  Records 

1753 

the  Bounds  of  their  eccleRlastlcal  Constitution,  or  extend  their  EstabUAnat 
further  than  it  reached  before,  but  only  to  secure  and  perpetuate  it  In  Iti  tla 
present  Extent.  This  is  eyident,  not  only  from  the  Occasion  of  the  Act,  bot  fm 
the  charitable  Temper  the  English  Parliament  was  under  the  Influence'  of,  via 
they  passed  it  The  Lords  NORTH  and  GREY  offered  a  Rider  to  be  added  tB  tti 
Bill  for  an  Union,  viz.— That  it  might  not  extend  to  an  Approbation  or  AdEDOwMp' 
ment  of  the  Truth  of  the  Tresbyterlan  Way  of  Worship,  or  allowing  the  BeUgla 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  be  what  it  is  stlled,   ihe  true  protestant  Bd(^ 

But   this   Clause   was    rejected A    Parliament    that    would   acknowledgi  tti 

Religion  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  be  the  true  protestant  Religion,  and  tDor 
their  Acts  to  extend  to  an  Approlmtlon  of  the  Presbyterian  Way  of  Wonl% 
though  they  might  think  it  best  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  Churdi  of  fsfM 
within  those  Bounds  wherein  it  was  l>efore  established,  can  hardly  he  nppoMi 
to  have  designed  to  extend  it  beyond  them." 

'*  The  Title  of  the  Act  is  exactly  agreeable  to  what  we  have  said  of  the  Dtdp 
of  it,  and  of  the  Temper  of  the  I*arl  lament  that  passed  it  'Tie  entitled,  Au^ 
not  for  enlarging,  but  for  securing  ihe  Church  of  England,  and  that  not  bi  fti 
American  Plantations,  but  as  it  is  now  hy  Law  etdahlished ;  which  plainly  hoi 
no  more  than  to  perpetuate  it  within  its  ancient  Boundaries." 

"  The  Provision  made  in  the  Act  itself,  is  well  adapted  to  this  Design:  for  It 
enacts.  That  the  Act  of  the  13th  of  ELIZABETH,  [1564]  and  the  Act  of  UnUoMMli 
passed  in  the  13th  Year  of  CHARLES  II.  [1671]  and  all  and  singular  other  Aetirf 
Parliament  then  in  Force  for  the  Establishment  and  Preservation  of  the  (Hi** 
of  England,  should  remain  in  full  Force  forever :  and  that  every  gneettfti 
Sovereign  should  at  his  Coronation,  take  and  subscribe  an  Oath  to  maintabi  tti 
preserve  inviolably,  the  said  Settlement  of  the  Church  of  England,  «  H  !• 
Established,  within  the  Kingdoms  of  Englaml  and  Ireland,  the  Dominion  of  IftI* 
and  Town  of  Berurick  upon  Tweed,  and  the  Territories  thereunto  belonging.  W 
Act  doth  not  use  such  expressions  as  would  have  been  proper  and  even  neceaffJ. 
had  the  Design  been  to  have  made  a  new  Establishment  but  only  such  as  vt 
proper  to  ratify  and  confirm  an  old  One.  The  Settlement  which  the  King  is  iwoii 
to  preserve,  is  represented  as  existing  previously,  to  the  passing  this  Act  sod  ^ 
as  made  by  it  The  Words  of  the  Oath  are,  to  maintain  and  preserve  InrfotoWf** 
said  Settlement.  If  it  l)e  asked.  What  Settlement T  The  Answer  must  be,  a  Settle- 
ment hereofore  made  and  confirmed  by  certain  Statutes,  which  tor  the  Jrtttff 
Certainty  and  Security  are  enumerated  in  this  Act  and  declared  to  be  unaltenNt 
This  is  the  Settlement  the  King  is  sworn  to  preserve,  and  this  Settlement  hii  ■• 
Relation  to  us  in  Amcru^a;  for  the  Act  which  originally  made  it  did  not  wsek 
hither,  and  this  Act  which  perpetuates  them,  docs  not  extend  them  to  us." 

It  is  a  Mistake  to  imagine,   that  the  Words  Territories  necessarily  means  thfii 
American  Colonies.    "These  Countries  are  usually  in  Law,  as  well  as  other  Writ- 
ings, Btiled  Colonies  or  Plantations,  and  not  Territories.    An   Instance  of  this  « 
have  in  the  Charter  to  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge*^.   And  R 
is  the   invariable   Practice   of   the   Legislature,    in   every   Act   of   Parliament,  botk 
before  and   after   this   Act,    designed   to   affect    us    to   use   the   Words  Colonia  oc 
Plantations.    Nor  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  in  so  Important  a  Matter,  Words  of  sd 
direct  and  broad  an  Intent  would  have  been  omitted.    "  The  Islands  of  Jersey  oA 
Guernsey,  were  properly  Territories  LelonglDg  to  the  Kingdom  of  England,  lottsn 
the  Union  took  Place ;   and   they  stand  In  the  same  Relation   to   the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  since.    The  Church  of  England  was  established  in  these  Islands,  «* 
the  Legislature  Intended  to  perpetuate  it  in  them,  as  well  as  in  England  itfdf: 
■o    that   as    these    Islands    w^ere    not    particularly    named    in    the    Act    there  v*> 
Occasion   to  use  the  Word  Territories,  even  upon   the   Supposition,   that  they  dM 
not  design  to  make  the  establishment  more  extensive  than  it  was  before  this  Law 
passed  ".    Further,  in  order  to  include  the  Plantations  in  the  Word  Tcrritorie*,  « 
must  suppose  it  always   to   mean,   every   other   Part  of   the   Dominions  not  pt^ 
tlcularly  mentioned  in  the  Instrument,  that  uses  it,  which  is  a  Constmctlon  that 
can  never  be  admitted :    For,  hence  it  will  follow,   that  those  Commissions  whidi 
give  the  Government  of  a  Colony,  and  the  Ten-itories  thereon  depending  in  Amerie* 
(and  this  is  the  Case  of  every  one  of  them)   extend  to  all  the  American  OolonliSi 
and  their  Governors  must  of  Consequence  have  reciprocal   Superlntendenctea;  and 
should   any   Commission    include   the   Word    Territories   generally,   unrestricted  to 
America,  by  the  same  Construction  the  Governor  therein  mentioned,  might  dcrcbt 
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under  It,  not  only  In  America,  but  in  Africa,  and  the  Indies,  and  even 
om  of  Ireland,  and  perhaps.  In  the  absence  of  the  King,  in  Oreat-Britain 
BOBART  goes  on,  and  argues  against  the  Establishment  from  the 
Ich  the  Act  of  Union  has,  ever  since  it  was  passed,  been  considered. 
,  Bishop  of  Hereford,  (says  he)  a  Member  of  the  Society,  preached 
lermon,  February  a,  1717,  ten  Years  after  the  Act  of  Union  took  Place, 

it  would  have  well  become  the  Wisdom  wherewith  that  great  Work 
Ltion  or  Establishment  of  the  Church  of  England)  was  conducted  in  this 
Jt  this  foreign  Enterprise  (the  Settlement  of  Plantations  in  America) 
vave  been  carried  on  by  the  Oovernment,  in  the  like  regular  Way.    But 

Grovernment  at  home  did  not  Interpose  in  the  Case,  or  establish  any 
glon  for  us.  In  Truth,  (says  his  Lordship)  the  whole  was  left  to  the 
■he  first  Proprietors,  and  to  the  Oonduct  of  every  private  Man.  He 
t  of  late  Years  the  Civil  Interest  hath  been  regarded,  and  the  Dependence 
les,  on  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the  Realm,  secured :  But  then,  with 
le  Religion  of  the  Plantations,  his  Lordship  acknowledges,  that  the 
itself  here  at  Home,  sovereign  as  it  is,  and  invested  doubtless  witJ^ 
'hority  there,  hath  not  thought  fit  to  interpose  In  this  Matter,  other- 

this  charitable  Way:  It  hath  enabled  us  to  ask  the  Benevolence  of  aU 
'.ns  towards  the  Support  of  Missionaries  to  be  sent  among  tJiem.  Thus 
B  thought  as  I  do,  and  that  the  Act  of  Union,  nor  any  other  Law 
,  did  extend  the  Establishment  to  the  Plantations:    And  if  the  Society 

of  the  same  Opinion,  they  would  hardly  have  printed  and  dispersed  his 
ther  did  the  Civil  Rulers  of  the  Nation,  who  may  Justly  be  supposed 
ith  Its  Laws,  think  the  Act  of  Union,  or  any  other  Law,  established 
)f  England  In  America.  This  is  plain  from  the  Letter  of  the  Lords 
jvernor  Dummer,  in  the  Year  1725,  almost  twenty  Years  after  the  Union, 

say,  there  is  no  regular  Establishment  of  any  national  or  provincial 
?«c  Plantations.'* 
rged,  that  the  King's  Commission  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  proves  an 

Establishment  here,  it  Is  sufficient  to  answer,  that  his  Lordship  was 
>r  skill  in  the  Laws,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  ecclesiastical  Affairs,  as 

his  Codex:  And  he  was  of  the  contrary  Opinion;  for  in  his  Letter  to 
,  of  May  2A,  1735,  he  writes  thus :    My  opUi,ion  has  always  been,  that 

State  of  NEW-ENGLAND,  is  founded  in  an  equal  Liberty  to  all 
none  of  which  can  claim  the  Name  of  a  national  Establishment,  or  any 
riority  over  the  rest.  This  Opinion  the  Bishop  gave,  not  only  since 
Dion,  but  even  seven  Years  after  he  had  received  his  Commiseion,  and 
t  be  admitted,  that  as  he  had  time  enough  to  consider  it,  so  he  of  all 
inderstood  it".  Thus  far  Mr.  Hobart  With  Respect  to  the  Act  of 
leave  only  to  subjoin,  that  it  is  highly  probable  the  Scotch  Parliament 
English  intended  to  establish  their  Church  only  in  England;  for  in  the 
id  by  which  they  had  established  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland, 

in  these  express  Words,  That  the  Parliament  of  England  may  provide 
Ity  of  the  Church  of  England.  And  whatever  Latitude  the  Word  King- 
ommon  Speech,  it  in  a  legal  Sense  is  llmltted,  to  England  properly  so 
eludes  the  Plantations. 

suppose,  that  the  Church  of  England  is  established  in  these  Colonies, 
irlor  to  the  Act  of  Union  above  considered :  For  besides  the  several 
inst  such  Supposition  already  adduced,  'tis  unreasonable  to  imagine, 
wfna  any  such  Establishment,  King  CHARLES  II.  in  direct  Repugnancy 
d  have  made  the  Grant  of  Pennslyvania,  and  given  equal  Privileges 
IS  In  that  Province,  without  even  excepting  the  Roman  Catholicks ;  and 
ales  of  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  should 
:o  make  their  provincial  Establishments,  In  Opposition  to  an  antecedent 

of  the  (?hurch  of  England,  especially  as  the  Laws  of  the  Massachusetts 

are  constantly  sent  Home,  and  the  King  has  the  absolute  power  of 
y  Act  he  should  think  improper  to  be  continued  as  a  Law.  Whoever, 
slders  this,  and  that  the  King  is  sworn  to  preserve  the  Church  of 
blishment,  must  necessarily  conclude,  that  whatever  Sentiments  may 

the  Episcopalians,  In  America,  our  Kings,  and  their  Councils,  have 
ved,  that  such  Establishment  could  by  no  Means  be  extended  to  us. 
ticut,  all  the  Episcopalians  of  that  Colony,  and  even  their  Ministers, 
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were  leg&tl;  compcllatile  to  conlrlbote  to  an  bbqiuI  Tbi  for  tba  Bappoit  of  tli 
CoDgresaUoDBl  Clergy,  'till  ot  late  tbcy  w«re  laronred  with  k  Law  whid  p 
tbem  a  PriTlleKe  o(  Biemptlon  Irom  tbat  lolqaltoua  and  DDreaaoiiable  Bnrdui. 
vbcthet  tb>r  ue  subject  to  the  like  nQcbrlsClan  Impoaltlan  (n  the  other  ColMlti 
above  meotloned,  l  am  not  BntBcleatly  acquainted  with  their  L«wa  to  dettrmlK 
— Indeitendent  Haaeclor,  SepL  n,  1753. 

The  Coktebts  of  thb  Times,  1TS3. 
"  The  aspect  of  public  aSaln  grew  dall;  more  complicated.  Cllonm  wai  tbt  Oof 
eraar  o(  the  proTlucc.  James  De  Lancer,  Chief  Justice,  fllled  a  Isrse  place  la  itt 
public  view,  and  seemed  to  be  a  power  behind  the  cbalr  of  office  mucti  >tmi|(t 
than  the  represent  a  tJi-e  ot  roj'sllj-  llself.  GoTernor  Clinton  bad  a  long  battle  ultl 
the  AsBembly,  In  ivblch  be  fared  so  111,  that  bI  last,  broken  In  health.  dliheinaNl 
and  discouraged,  be  begged  to  be  relleied  of  a  thankless  charge,  and  retonitjli 

England.    This  wua  In  IToS Times  had  greatlr  changed  itoa  Itt 

people  of  New  Yorii  were  wrangling  over  Leisler's  bonea:  new  Issoea  bad  sdia: 
parties  took  wider  rlews  and  aimed  at  larger  things:  religious  anlmosltlrs  ha 
denaed,  and  It  was  now  Chnrchman  against  Presbyterian,  aa  If  aocletf  went 
Id  rival  ecclesiastical  campa.  Free  masonry  was  actlTe,  and  In  alliance  wttk  fli 
conaerratlTe  elements  In  the  clly,  repelling  chargea  brought  against  It  by  law 
mles.  The  queetlon  between  the  prerogatlre  ot  tbe  Crown  and  ttie  alleged  d|ta 
of  the  people,  thuugh  gtlll  lacking  reiy  definite  outline,  waa  fast  taking  omi 
ahape.    Ecerywhere  the  elements  of  direful  strife  were  In  preparation."    

"Tbe  main  contenilon  between  the  Royal  aoreniors  and  the  Asaembly  «u  ib 
the  compenaatloD   ot   (be  representatlres  of  the   Home   Goremment;  vbedMt  1 
sbould  b«  fixed  far  a  long  time  In  ndvnnce  or  roted    from  year  to  year. 
latter  case,  tbe  King's  Vicegerent  was  kept  In  a  condition  of  hnmlllallng  hfo'- 
ence,  hanging  as  It  were  on  the  will  of  tbe  popular  Leglslatnre:  this  tbe  OsmMi 
naturally  and  Justly  resented.    But  tbe  Assembly  wiIK  lenaclons  of  power;  It  m 
(o  take  delight  Id  tonueuting  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  witnessing  hia  mural 
struggles.    To  circunmcribe  the  power  ot  the  Crown  and  enlarge  that  of  th(  [x 
waa  now  the  leadtnc  object:  and  the  Koyal  Govemora.  confronted  by  thli  appsri 

Ot  a   rlslDg  demou'racy,   and   snUering  from  1IB   de  in  onst  rations.   iDToke  froo  I 

rtctlng  place*  the  commlseratloD  ol  charitable  men."— Dli's  HIat.  Trinity  Oi.  L  M^ 

Kings  Colleok,  N.  T.  1753. 

Governor    De   Idincej'    succeeded   Governor  Osborne   In    October  1753.     "B 
devoted  to  tbe  Enalish  Church.    Political  qnesclons  ilKlrncted  society  at  thai 
but  religions  conlroversy  waged   with  ei[nal  Inlenslty.    De  Lancy  was  the  i 
head  Of  the  Episcopal  party,   and  misht  be  counted  on  as  certain,  whenercr  Ik 
occasion  arose,  to  throw  the  weight  of  bla  Influence  on  that  side." 

"Among  the  most  Important  mcaaures  of  bis  adoilDlslralion  waa  the  toimi 

the"  (Kings)  "College" "There  was  a  prolonged  battle  otettk 

foDndtng  of  the  College.  11  appears  that  ii  considerable  amount  of  money  bad  hM 
raised  by  a  aeries  of  lotterlca  for  the  estnb11shnu-Dl  of  an  Instliatlon  adeqaief 
the  needs  of  the  city  and  nelRhborhood,  nnd  worthy  of  the  promoters  o(  the  drfP- 
But  the  question  arose  as  (o  tlie  religious  character  of  the  proposed  College.  * 
Idea  that  It  should  have  no  religious  lone,  nor  any  alliance  with  ChrlstlailtT  "' 
with  no  favor  among  serious  persDns.  Cburcluueu  uad  Prcsbytcrinns  vied  wllbM' 
other  In  their  wish  lo  have  (he  control:  and  the  result  was  that  tbe"  (BplMiall 
"Church  secured  tbe  desired  place:  seven  of  the  ten  tmstees  provided  for  la  tl 
Charter  were  churrbmen.  and  a  handsome  endowment  was  made  by  the  Ooiponll* 
of  Trinity,  on  condition  that  no  person  should  be  <'llglblo  to  the  oHIce  of  prMl**l 
who  WHS  not  a  communlcnnt  of  (be  Church  of  England.  The  Episcopal  parlT  '* 
New  York  were  at  thai  lime  headed  br  tbe  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Preabjtsdu 
pariy  by  William  Livingstone.  Tbe  disgust  and  [ndlgnallon  ot  the  PreibrtHtt* 
were  such  as  to  demand  nnusual  agencies  for  their  adequate  expression,  and  aMSt'' 
Ingly  a  newspaper  was  retabllabed.  under  the  name  of  the  iHdepcndnf  M'''** 
which  for  some  time  fllled  tbe  air  with  tbe  din  of  ecclesiastical  nrnfllCL  KW 
College  was,  however,  duly  Incorporaled,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Jobosoo  «U  calM 
from  Stratford,  Connecticut,  to  be  Its  official  head."  See  Dl***  BUI.  oT  T  ""' 
Church.  1.  MS.  no.  See  oKo  Conetn'i  Uanital.  )rd  Fdidon,  ISTl.  pp.  SS-M:  vUt*^ 
Hon,  1X0.  pp.  in-UB. 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEBDAM. 

Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras. 

1753,  Oct.  1st.     Art.  10.     The  Deputies  read  a  lengthy  and 
iphatic  letter  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Peter  de  Wind.     In  this 
was  made  to  understand  his  indecent  and  uncivil  treatment  of 
is  Assembly,     xii.  363. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

le  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Mr.  Peter  de  Windt,  Oct.  1,  1753. 
>  Mr.  Peter  de  Wint  on  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas : 

Sir : — Although  we  might  for  just  reasons  leave  your  letter  of 
me  12,  1753  unanswered,  on  account  of  the  untruths,  false 
cusations,  offensive  challenges  and  comical  stories  which  it  con- 
ins,  we  feel  disposed,  nevertheless,  to  send  you  these  few  lines 
reply. 

We  are  astonished  at  the  imprudent  untruth,  which,  relying  on 
>ur  memory,  you  charge  us  with — ^that  we  must  have  written 
at  you  should  never  again  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  Sacra- 
ents.  This  you  make  the  foundation  of  several  accusations 
gainst  us  that  are  false.  We  deposed  (deported)  you,  and  declare 
)u  unfit,  ever  again  to  engage  in  the  ministry  of  the  church.  It 
'llows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  as  a  church-member,  you  are 
ispended  from  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  But  this  in  no  wise 
timates  that,  as  a  church-member  you  should  forever  be  excluded 
om  the  Lord's  Supper ;  or  that  we  had  condemned  you  to  eternal 
imnation ;  or  that  we  had  looked  upon  your  misconduct  as  sinning 
[ainst  the  Holy  Ghost.  At  the  same  time,  your  letter  shows  us 
3arly  that  there  is  a  heaven-wide  difference  between  the  spirit 
lich  drove  you  to  write  that  letter,  and  that  spirit  which  moves 
e  sinner  to  such  true  sorrow  and  penitence,  as  must  necessarily 
dicate  a  church-member;  especially  one  who  by  his  misconduct 
s  made  himself  worthy  of  church  discipline,  and  forfeited  his 
jht  to  the  use  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

You  complain  anew  about  Rev.  Wynkoop,  and  hope  for  some 
odification  of  our  action.     You  call  that  action  an  imprudent. 
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rash  and  ridiculous  decision,  and  one  which  was  unjust  Onr 
reply  to  this  is  that,  in  the  proceedings  against  you,  based  on  tlie 
action  of  the  Classis  of  Neder  Veluwe,  we  are  perfectly  able,  if 
necessary,  to  defend  it  before  a  higher  Church  Assembly.  And 
we  may  as  well  note  here,  that  to  your  question — ^whether  there 
was  not,  possibly,  a  Pilate  in  our  Assembly. — We  can  safdj  and 
boldly  answer — no. 

Now,  as  regards  your  hope  of  our  changing  our  action,  WJ 
already  wrote  you  on  that  subject  in  October,  last  year.  And 
we  now  write  you  again,  that  we  find  ourselves  necessitated  to 
abide  by  our  former  action,  deposing  (deporting)  you  and  dedtf- 
ing  you  unfit  for  the  ministry  of  the  Church ;  and  we  cannot  maka 
the  slightest  change  in  that  action,  until  we  shall  have  become 
convinced  of  your  innocence.  In  view  of  this  fact,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  you,  if  you  feel  aggrieved  by  that  action,  and  in 
good  conscience  think  yourself  innocent,  to  institute  proceedings 
against  Rev.  Wynstok,  and  summon  that  gentleman  to  appear 
before  his  competent  judges,  to  answer  your  accusations.  So 
long  as  this  is  not  done,  and  your  innocence  does  not  appear,  w 
can  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  you.  Wherefore,  we  shall 
expect  no  letter  from  you  again ;  yea,  we  advise  you  to  write  us 
no  more,  so  as  not  to  oblige  us  to  make  such  legitimate  use  of  the 
insults  your  letters  cast  upon  us,  as  might  prove  to  be  very  dis- 
agreeable to  you. 

May  the  merciful  God,  who  can  break  hearts  of  stone,  lay  hold 
of  your  heart,  working  in  you  by  His  Spirit  true  penitence  and 
contrition  I     May  He  lead  you  to  find  reconciliation  in  the  atonfaig   1 
blood  of  Immanuel ! 

Sir, 

Your  Honor's  Obedient  Servants,  The  Members  of  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam.     In  the  name  of  all, 

Jacob  de  Jonge,  V.D.M.  Amstl.  et  Dep.  CI.  p.  t  Pres. 
Joh.  Alb.  Van  Muyden,  Dep.  CI.  Scriba. 

Amsterdam,  at  our  meeting  of  Classis, 

October  1,  1753.  | 
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Chubch  of  New  Yobk. 

Manor  of  Fordham.     The  Coetus. 

New  York,  October  4,  1753. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name.  The  committee 
fore  appointed,  reported  a  draught  in  English,  which  was  read, 
ley  were  then  requested  to  consult  further  thereon  with  Second 
idge  Chambers  and  Lawyer  Alexander,  and  report  to  the  con- 
Jtory  who  would  then  come  to  a  determination. 
The  consistory  earnestly  requested  their  ministers,  who  hitherto 
id  attended  the  Coetus,  henceforth  to  stay  away.  This  they 
'omised  to  take  into  consideration  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  a 
lal  answer  that  would  be  satisfactory.     Signed  in  name  of  all, 

Henricus  Boel,  President. 

C0ERE8P0]!a)ENCE  FROM   AmEEIOA. 

onsistory  of  Churches  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  5,  1753. 
ortfolio   "New   York'',    Vol.    ii.     Extracts,    Vol.    xxiii.    389. 

Acts  of  the  Classis,  xii.  373. 

tdreued :  Very  Reverend  Sirs,  the  Members  of  the  Classis  Assembled  at  Amsterdam. 

srj  Reyerend  Fathers  In  Christ : — 

S'onr  Revs.'  latest  missives  of  Jnly  17th  and  Oct.  2nd,  1752,  came  to  hand.    As 

ft  have  already  been  informed  as  to  de  Wlndt's  deposition,  (deportment),  we  acted 

^cordlngly  and  forbade  him  our  pulpit.    We  thank  your  Revs.,  especially  for  your 

ire  In  guarding  us  against  such  an  intruder ;  and  we  pray  Qod  not  to  allow  us  or 

ly  other  church  to  be  misled  by  such  men. 

Tonr  Revs.'  wish,  expressed  at  the  close  of  the  letter — that  the  Lord  would  send 

i  a  man  according  to  his  own  heart,  and  who  should  be  a  successful  instrument  In 

tfl  hand — this  wish,  we  hope,  has  begun  to  be  already  fulfilled.    For  our  churches 

(ve  united   In  calling  Mr.   Wm.   Jackson.    He   was  born   and  brought  up   in   our 

^gbborhood,  viz.,  at  New  York.    His  conduct  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  from 

is  earliest  childhood  up.    In  regard  to  whom  we  are  set  at  rest,  not  only  by  th^ 

»d  testimonies  of  others,  but  by  what  we  have  ourselves  observed. 

And,  although  we  have  dreaded  his  going  across  the  sea,  both  on  account  of  the 

angers  to  himself,   and  of  the  expense  involved,   as   well  as  the   length  of  time 

quired,  (which  to  our  longing  churches  will  seem  to  go  slowly)  ;  nevertheless,  we 

a?e  come  to  the  point,  considering  the  impossibility  of  his  obtaining  promotion 

ordination)   here,  as  well  as  the  inclination  of  the  young  man  himself.    This  will 

Ppear  to  your  Revs,  from  our  call.    May  the  Lord  be  his  guide  over  the  great 

''fttert ;  make  his  path  prosperous,  and  enable  him  to  return  to  us  with  full  blessings 

'  the  gospel !  May  He  at  the  same  time  pour  out  His  rich  blessing  upon  your  Revs.' 

arsons,  ministeries  and  families.    This  is  the  wish  and  prayer, 

^«ry  Reverend  Fathers  In  Christ,  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

^f  your  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethren,  the  consistory  of  Bergen  and  Staten 

■Itfid. 

Signed  by  us  in  the  name  of  all, 

^''Sen,  Oct.  5,  1758.  Joshua  Mersereau 

^*  200.  Zacharlas  Sickels. 

74 
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ADMINISTRATION     OF     SIR     DANVERS     OSBOKNE, 

BART,  OCTOBER  10-12,  1753. 


ADMINISTRATION    OF    LIEUT.-GOV.    JAMES  DE 
LANCEY,  OCT.  12,  1753-SEPT.  8,  1765. 

C0ERESP0^^)ENCE  FBOM   AmEEICA. 

Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany  to  the  Classis  of  AmBtff- 
dam,  Oct.  15,  1753;  urging  the  Classis  to  ordain  Thonm 
Romeyn. 

Portfolio   "New   York",    Vol.    ii.     Extracts,    VoL   xxiiL  390. 

Acts  of  the  Classis,  xii.  373. 

Addressed :  To  the  Very  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Very  Reverend  Fathers: 

After  my  previous  letter  had  gone,  reports  came  to  me  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F. 
Van  Schelluyne,  to  the  effect,  that,  in  our  country,  grievous  complaints  had  trlMi 
against  Mr.  Thomas  Romeyn's  call,  and  which  were  likely  to  give  your  Revs.  tiMAk. 
It  would  be  too  tedious,  were  I  to  go  into  the  history  of  matters  on  Long  Iiltni  I 
take  for  granted,  also,  that  these  are  well-known  to  you.  You  must  be  aware  of  tbe 
fact  that  the  great'  hostility  which  has  there  sprung  up,  is  the  one  source  from  wlitt 
those  complaints  have  their  origin.  For  the  exchange,  (passing  over),  as  it  If  nii 
of  the  moderator  of  the  call  (consulmt)  is  a  pure  fiction,  purposely  conceived  to 
confuse  matters. 

I  am  aware  that  the  moderator  earnestly  excused  himself  from  presiding  it  Bif. 
(Thomas)  Romeyn's  examination  as  a  candidate.  On  this  account  his  Rev.  hid  & 
falling  out  with  those  of  Oyster  Bay.  By  request,  my  brother  Johannes  then  to* 
the  matter  upon  himself,  and  did  nothing  more  than  to  simply  preside  it  Bf^. 
Romeyn's  preaching,  and  write  out  the  call.  It  looks  to  me  exceedingly  grierott. 
that  a  young  Nazarite,  who  early  in  his  life  had  consecrated  himself  to  the  ncnd 
ministry,  who  had  made  good  progress  in  his  studies,  who  fears  the  Lord,  and  vb9 
is  zealous  In  promoting  experimental  piety, — It  looks  very  grievous,  that  he  dioatf. 
after  having  taken  his  life  In  his  hand,  and  braved  the  foaming  billows  of  the  ■!• 
be  hindered  and  disappointed  In  his  pious  purpose  of  serving  the  Church  of  God,  4 
showing  piety  for  ZIon's  dust :  and  that  this  should  be  done  by  the  wickedness,  tht 
factiousness,  and  the  devices  of  the  enemies  of  true  godliness.  These  were  flnt  *t 
on  by  a  reckless  man,  that  Arondeus,  and  are  now  aided  by  others,  who  are  howllES 
with  these  wolves.  (I  say,  this  seems  grievous  to  me)  especially  as  I  am  well-iwirt 
that  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  favors  experimental  piety,  and  wishes  well  to  all  who 
love  it ;  and  would  much  rather  take  the  part  of  such,  than  to  aid  the  oppresstoa  of 

others. 

It  is  for  Zion's  sake,  therefore.  Very  Reverend  Fathers,  and  for  the  pnrposi  rf 
promoting  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Jerusalem,  that  I  hereby  make  bold,  humWy 
to  ask,  yea.  to  pray  and  petition  your  Revs.,  that  it  would  please  you  to  admit  Ber. 
Thomas  Romeyn  to  examination ;  and,  if  he  is  found  capable,  then  to  ordain  hln  to 
the  sacred  ministry  with  laying  on  of  hands.  This  is  in  order  that  this  dlitnctrf 
and  ruined,  this  most  wretched  island  may  for  once,  at  least,  be  provided  with  i 
man  who  will  make  a  conscience  of  his  work  and  of  his  conduct.  And  In  no  wise  ^ 
I  doubt,  but  that  such  a  deed,  on  your  part,  will  be  pleasing  to  God  and  to  ffl* 
holy  ones,  and  be  counted  to  your  Revs,  for  righteousness.    I  am. 

Very  Reverend  Fathers.  Tour  Revs.'  most  humble  and  obedient  tervant  and  MB. 

Theodoras  FriellngliiiyiM. 

Albany,  Oct.  15,  1753. 

1^0,  202,  Received  Jan.  8,  1754. 
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Cobbesfokdbhoe:  in  Auebioa. 

His  Opponents,  to  Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderin,  Oct.  25, 1753. 

No.  n. 

r : — A  long  tim«  ilso,  wbcD  we  bad  a  difference  with  700,  we  inforaied  jna  that  ' 
dlamiaoed  you  trom  Mrvtce,  and  declared  to  rou  that  wa  Intended  to  pay  ;onr 
17  no  tODKcr.  We  hare  bowerer,  tonnd  tt  dEOciiIt  to  prove  that  we  deposed  you 
I  our  unlc«.  and  to  Indicate  tbe  time  when  we  did  that.  We,  therelore.  axain. 
Ui  war,  and  by  tbli  writing.  Inform  jon  that  It  never  entered  oar  mindi,  or 
mind  of  BDj  one  of  us.  tbat  we  were,  or  could  be  held  liable,  pereonall;,  for  /oar 
Tj.  And,  In  order  to  be  relieved  ol  that  harden,  as  hood  as  we  can.  we  bereb; 
In  depoee  jrou  from  our  service,  and  desire  that  ;ou  be  no  longer  oat  minister, 
are  determined.  If  poastble,  to  pay  joa  no  more  mane;  on  account  of  jonr 
jj.  You  have  In  no  way  acted  In  accordance  with  your  call,  or  conducted  yoor- 
1n  sncb  a  manner  as  was  agreed  between  ns. 
I  witness  hereof  we  sign  our  hands  tbls  26tb  do;  of  October,  1T5S. 

Jeremyaa  Remsen,  Folkert  Folhertsen. 

Domlnlcaa  Van  dec  Tier.  Rem  Remse, 

PhlllippuB  Nasel,  Johannis  Ett  (I^ttD 

Hermanns  Hoogiandt,  Isaek  Sebrlng. 

Rntgcrt  Van  BrnDt, 
tiie  Rev.  Ciplanaa  Tan  SInderen, 

he  above  communication  Is  s  tranilation  of  a  letter  In  Sngilah,  written  to  Bar. 
1  SInderen  by  those  whoae  names  are  subscribed  tbereto. 

bey  are  the  persons  who  called  me  (ArondeoB)  from  Holland  and  have  now  again 
led  Cnrtenlua. 

C0£RESP0!n>EIfCE  IS  AmeBIOA. 

jquest  of  the  churches  of  Marbletown,  etc.  that  Heniy  Freling- 
hnyaen  be  ordained  by  the  Coetus.  Nov,  3,  1753,  Certified 
to  by  Eev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

re,  the  nnderalgned,  elders  and  deacons,  constitatlng  tbs  conalatorlea  of  the  three 
lUned  Reformed  Chnrchea  at  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawaraiog.  do  herebr 
Hfy  that  (t  Is  the  hearty  desire  and  humble  reqneet  of  all  of  out  cburches  that 
student,  Henrlcua  Frielingbuysen,  be  next  aprlng  appointed  to  tbs  preaching  ot 
I'B  Boly  Word  by  tbe  Rev,  Coetna  at  New  Tork. 

Pleter  Cantyn.  Solomon  Tan  Wageaen, 

rrederick  Scboonmaker.  Egbert  de  Wit, 

Weaael  Brodbead.  Jobannls  Bevler.  Jr. 

Louis  Bevler,  John  Scboonmaker. 

Btepben  Nottingham,  Jacobus  Scboonmaker, 

Tbomaa  Bammen.  Hoses  Tan  Kampen, 


■trrk,  Nov.  8,  1753. 

he  above  la  a  true  copy  of  an  original  writing  signed  by  the  conslitorles  ot  those 
irchea  on  tbe  same  day  that  their  call,  given  to  the  atudent  Henrleoa  Friellng- 
'am,  wa*  algned.  This  was  done  after  I  had  used  every  conceivable  argument  to 
snalle  them  to  let  him  go  to  Holland  to  obtain  his  ordination  (promotion)  tbere. 
Cered  that  he  abould  go  at  bis  own  eipenta,  (and  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
rebea.)  They  were  willing  to  call  him.  however,  on  no  other  condition  than  tbat 
ahoold  recdTe  hia  appointment  to  the  sacred  ministry  in  thl«  country.   This  I 

Thaodorua  Prlellnghuyaen. 
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Church  of  Oysteb  Bat,  L.  I. 

Pledge  of  Rev,  Thomas  Romeya,  Nov.  3,  1753,  Vol.  31,  page  .... 

No 

The  ClftBsia  of  Amsterdam  having  learned  through  the  pasWr 
at  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay  that  a  call  had  been  given  to  Mi. 
Romeyn  on  Nov,  27,  1753;  and  having  also  noticed  that  in 
Jamaica  there  are  two  Consistories,  and  that  the  one  has  protested 
and  appealed  to  Classis :  First,  against  the  legality  of  that  Con- 
sistory at  Jamaica  which  has  made  the  call ;  and  Secondly,  against 
the  call  itself  on  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn :  therefore,  the  CUssis 
was  not  able  to  approve  the  call,  so  far  as  Jamaica  was  concerned, 
80  long  as  it  had  not  the  necessary  light  concerning  the  legali^ 
of  that  Consistory ;  but  it  has  approved  the  call  of  the  churcli  of 
Oyster  Bay,  and  has  also  ordained  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn,  after 
the  usual  qualification  and  examination,  as  pastor  of  Oyster  Bay, 
but  on  the  exprfss  condition  that  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  shall 
promise  the  Classis  in  writing,  as  follows : 

I,  Thomas  Romeyn,  called  as  pastor  of  the  churches  of  Jamaiea 
and  Oyster  Bay,  Nov.  27,  1752,  having  heard  of  the  protest  and 
appeal  by  a  certain  Consistory  of  Jamaica  against  the  legality  of 
the  Consistory  which  has  called  me,  as  well  as  the  protest  and 
appeal  against  my  call  made  by  the  said  church ;  do  hereby  con- 
scientiously promise  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  Acknowledging  that  I  have  accepted  the  call,  I  will  fulfill  all 
the  duties  of  a  faithful  minister  in  the  one  church,  depending  on 
the  Lord  for  his  blessing. 

2.  Concerning  the  Call  of  the  Church  of  Jamaica,  I  hereby 
promise  and  declare  that  I  will  not  undertake  the  duties  of  pastor 
of  that  church,  before  the  appeal  and  protest  against  the  legality 
of  said  call,  as  pastor  of  the  church  of  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay, 
have  been  settled  by  the  Coetus  of  New  York ;  or  if  it  cannot  be 
decided  there  by  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  if  necessary,  1? 
the  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

3.  That  I  will  become  a  member  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York, 
subjecting  myself  to  their  equitable  laws,  resolutions  and  dedsions, 
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according  to  Church  Order,  including  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Claseis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  if  I  may 
have  any  objections  thereto. 

4,  Finally,  I  promise  to  encourage,  as  much  as  possible,  quiet- 
ness and  peace,  in  the  churches  of  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica,  as 
well  aa  in  the  churches  of  Newtown  and  Hampstead,  which  were 
formerly  connected  with  Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay. 

Thomas  Eomeyn. 
Done  at  Amsterdam, 
Nov.  8rd,  1753. 

Jacob  de  Jonge,  V.D.M.,  Amst.  Depp.  Claeais, 

h.  t.  Praesea. 

John  Albert  van  Muydeu,  V.D.M.,  Amst.  Depp,  Classis, 

h.  t.  Scriha. 

pFrmos  OF  THE  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  be  Allowed  to 
Seli,  Theie  Land  at  Fobdham.     Nov,  21,  1753. 

To  the  Hoaonrabl?  James  I>e  Lnnrr  Esq.  biB  Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commsnder  In  Chief  In  and  over  the  ProT§Dce  o(  New  York  and  tbe  Terrltorlea 
depending  tbereon  In  Amertra  In  Coonclll 

The  HDcnble  Pelltlan  or  tbe  Ministers  BIdera  and  Deaconi  ot  tbe  Reformed  Pro- 
teMant  Datch  Cburcb  In  tbe  City  of  New  York. 
Bbewetb 

Tbat  jour  PetltiODers  iDteodlng  to  appir  to  tbe  General  AMembly  of  tbis  ProTlnee 
toi  leave  to  bring  a  Bill  into  tbat  Honoiable  House  to  enable  tbem  to  sell  and  dls- 
poae  of  tbose  Lands  known  by  tbe  name  of  tbe  Manor  of  Fordbam  In  tbe  County 
«f  Westchester  eltber  altogether  or  in  panels  as  tbey  sball  Judge  beat  to  and  for 
tbe  use  and  beneflt  of  tbelr  said  Chnrcb  Did  (purauaot  to  bis  Majesty's  Royal 
Inatrnctlona  relating  to  tbe  pasalag  of  pHrate  Bills  In  tbis  province)  cause  an 
AdrertUement  to  be  alBied  on  tbe  door  of  tba  parlsb  Cbureb  In  Wefllcheater 
declaring  tbelr  aald  Intentions  wbere  tbe  same  remained  npwarda  of  four  Weeks 
sncceMtTcly, 

Your  Petitioners  tberefore  bumbly  pray  tbat  tbey  may  bave  tesTe  to  make  proof 
to  yonr  Honor  and  Ibis  Flonomble  Board  ot  tbe  said  Advcrtlapment  being  so  aOied 
and  RemslnlDg  on  tbe  door  of  Ibe  said  rarlfb  Cbureb  and  that  tbe  same  may  be 
entered  In  tbe  Cornicl]  Books  and  a  Certlflrole  thereof  granted  to  your  pedtlonera 
and  yoDT  petitioners  as  In  dnty  bound  sball  pray,  etc. 

Signed  In  bebalf  of  our-    f  Henricus  Boel.  p.  t,  Preeael. 

selrea  A  ye  i«st  of  ye        J  Ab.  Van  Wyck. 

Petltl  oners.  [ 

tut  Not.  17U  Read  In  Connril  A  granted. 

New  York.  September  17,  IT63. 

ADVERTISBMKNT. 
Pnbllcfc  Notice  Is  hereby  given  Tbat  tbe  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons.  o(  the 
Betormed  Proteitant  Dnlcb  Church  In  the  City  of  New  York,  do  Intend  to  apply 
to  tbe  Governor,  Council,  and  Oeoeral  Assembly  of  tbis  C<rfoDy,  for  leave  to  bring 
In  a  Bin  to  enable  them  to  sell  and  dispose  of  tbose  Land*  known  by  tbe  name  of 
tbe  Muior  of  Fordbam,  In  the  County  of  Westchester,  either  all  tosether  or  In 


3440  Ecclesiastical  Bbcosds 

1768 

Pircela,  as  tber  iliall  laUse  beat,  to  and  for  tbe  oae  and  Beaeflt  of  tbetr  aU 
Church. 

Citr  of  j  u.     jDO«t  VrvdenbDrgh  of  tbe  Manor  ot  Fontbaiii  In  tbe  CoobQ  at 
New  Yorl  )  Westcbealer  Cordawlncr   Hpndrlck   Hagteln   of   tbe   aame  plm 

Farmer  aod  BeuJaiotD  Coraea  of  tbe  aaoie  place  Fanner  all  af  full  ase  belni  dil; 
Bworn  oa  the  Bolj  ETansellBti  of  Almlsht;  Ood  aeTerallr  Depoae  and  aaj  ai  tol- 
lowa.  Tbe  said  Jooat  Vredonburgb  Depowth  that  on  Satnrdar  the  9tb  daj  *1 
September  laat  be  put  ap  ami  flxed  a  printed  Advertlsemeiit  of  which  tbe  abnt 
written  IB  s  true  Cop;  oa  tbe  Door  of  tbe  ParlBb  Cbnnh  of  Weatcbeatn  and  n 
MaDda;  tbe  Stb  da;  of  October  fallowing  aaw  tbe  aame  remaining  then  la  At 
manaer  be  had  flied  (be  same  and  that  two  Sundaja  had  iDterrened  from  th>  day 
be  10  put  tbe  aame  up  and  tbe  said  8th  day  of  October.  And  that  the  Deponeat  Oa 
third  Snnda;  after  tbe  aatd  AdvertlGemeht  naa  ao  put  up  sent  tbe  aald  Hudikt 
Uaglelse  to  Weatcbestet  lo  aee  If  the  said  Adrertlaemeot  remained  ai  tbe  Depoaul 
had  axed  tbe  Bame  on  the  Door  of  the  Church  aforesaid.  Tbe  aald  BenOikt 
Hagtelae  Deposetb  Ibat  he  waa  acnt  on  a  Sunday  by  the  aald  Jooat  Vredenboish  M 
(ee  If  the  aald  Advertisement  remained  flied  on  the  Door  of  the  Farlah  Cboich  nl 
Weatcheater  aa  nforeaald  and  that  he  found  tbe  aame  remaining  tberv  In  the  tttei- 
DooD  of  that  day  end  read  the  same  In  the  words  or  to  tbe  effect  of  tbe  OiipT 
thereof  above  written  and  that  aa  to  the  Ume  he  so  went  to  Weatcheater  be  briim* 
It  moat  have  been  the  aame  Sunday  on  which  (he  aald  Jooat  Yredenburgh  hnrti 
declarea  it  to  hare  been  because  be  never  except  at  thla  Time  went  on  tb>  Uta 
occasion  to  Westcheater.  And  Ihe  said  Benjamin  Coraen  Deposetb  that  he  aaw  On 
aatd  JoDSt  Vredenburtrb  fli  up  the  Advertisement  aforesaid  on  Ihe  door  of  the  laH 
FsriBb  Cbaicb  of  Weatcheater  which  be  believe*  was  on  or  abont  tbe  Stb  day  <f 
September  laat  and  that  be  aaw  tbe  same  remain  bo  flied  thereon  Monday  after  tb( 
fonrth  Sunday  next  following  (he  day  tbe  said  Deponent  Joobc  Vredenburgfa  pnt  ap 
ft  Died  (be  same  as  aforesaid. 
Sworn  tbe  Mth  day  of   I  Joost  Vredenbori 

November  I'a  S  Hendrtck  NIcheMa 

Before  me  Jno.  Cbambera  Beujemen  Caisen. 

Sworn  the  ilst  day  of  November  17G3 

Before  bis  Honor  the  Governor  In  Counclll. 

Gw,  linnyar,  D,  CIt.  Con. 

—Doc.  insi.  N.  Y.  Vol,  III.  pp.  en.  m 


C0EHE3P0NDENCE  FHOM    AmEBICA. 

The  Coetus,  (per  Revs.  John  I^jdt,  John  Frelinghuyaen  and 
Elder  Hendrick  Viaser  (Fisher),  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam; 
Nov.  26,  1753. 

Portfolio  "  New  York",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  Vol.  xxiii.  398,  401. 

Addreaaed:    To  tbe  Very  Reverend  Sirs,  ^tembers  ot  tbe  Rev.  ClaBala,  asaembledW 

The  Very  Reverend  Claasla  of  AmBterdam; 
Very  Beverend  Sirs  and  Fathers  In  Christ: 

We,  the  CommlasloDers  ol  the  Rer.  Coetus,  appointed  to  make  reply  to  tbe  pmtMl 
of  (he  Arondeans  a(  Jamaica.  In  Queens  County,  diil  not  receive  tbelr  so-called  pn>- 
teat.  and,  with  It,  tbelr  addreaa  to  the  Rev,  Coetua  until  Ihe  17tb  of  fiovembat. 
1T«.  It  was  as  late  aa  tbe  Gth  (IG?)  Inst,  when  It  was  handed  la  by  tbe  aprdil 
acribe,  althongb  It  waa  dated  September  Ulh.  It  had  been  promised  (to  be  btaM 
In)  a  week  from  tbe  time  the  Coetua  adjourned.  (Thla  delay  waa)  for  no  Otbtf 
reaaon.  as  we  tblnk,  tbaa  to  prevent  tbe  making  of  a  reply  and  thna  to  ihon  tbt 
light.  For,  wben  one  of  us  made  a  demand  for  It,  It  waa  refused;  althongh  It  *■> 
■ent  on  later.  In  like  manner,  they  ot  Kings  County  at  flrat  refused  to  glv*  a«^ 
reaaons,  saying,  "The  Coetua  would  refute  them",  etc. 
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We  Bad  Uie  protect  to  be,  In  tbe  malo.  tbe  aame  tbat  waa  presented  beton  the 
:;oetas  In  September  lut.  We  can.  therefore,  gcgalcsce  In  the  mlnnte  o(  the  enswer 
[ITCD  b7  the  CoetDi.  Id  further  eiplinatlon.  hoveier.  ne  ma;  la;  this,  repeating 
vbat.  (referring  to  earlier  documenta)  cannot  be  anknown  to  tbe  Bev.  ClawU:  that 
It  Jamaica  there  are  two  go-called  conalatorles.  Bow  came  these  two  to  eilatT 
Flrat:  tboae  who  fell  away  rroiii'(ReT.  J.  H.)  Qoetscblna,  foraaklng  their  poat.  called 
:heiiiselTea  a  conBlstorj.  The  late  Be».  (T.  J.)  FrlellnghnrBen  waa  Invited.  He 
Agetber  wltb  an  elder,  Mr.  Lott.  and  one  or  two  deacona  who  had  remalaed  flnn, 
:haBe  and  Inatalled  another  coaslatoir  among  the  frieada  of  Rev.  Goetschlua.  After- 
irard.  upon  the  removal  of  Rer.  Ooetschlua.  (to  HaclcenaacIc).  tbe  Rev.  Claaala 
>rdered  tbe  forming  of  another  coaalBtory.  This  wsa  to  he  a  coaalator;  for  all,  and 
me  to  tbe  aatlafactlon  ol  both  partlea.  It  waa  to  be  eSected  b;  the  Coetua,  through 
ta  CommlsHlouers  or  a  oelghtMring  miDlater,  etc. 

The  Commlaalonera  of  the  Coetaa.  Revs,  (O,)  dn  Sola  and  <J.)  Rltzema,  with  elder 
Banker, — made  the  attempt.  They  proposed  tour  or  Ave  coDdltlona  (arllclea)  accord- 
ing to  one  of  which  they  would  have  to  make  their  choice.  Those  who  had  forsaken 
Ber.  QoetacblUB, '  selected  one  (of  the  articles)  for  tbat  purpose.  This  Is  about  tbe 
only  Instance  In  which  they  spoke  the  truth.  The  others  selected  the  same  article, 
but  did  ao  from  fear  of  domination,  by  the  Introduction  ot  (other)  mlnlatera.  Luke- 
warm. If  not  boatlte  toward  vital  godllneBs.  and  bavlng  Joined  theniselvea  to  tbe 
Coetna,  the  deserters  had  no  desire  that  the  lutnre  conalatory  abonid  be  under  tbe 
t^oetna,  and  amenahle  to  It.  by  the  subscription  ot  Ibclr  names.  This  appears  from 
their  own  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Commissioners. 

The  Com mlas loners  thought  the  other  beat;  and  tbis  Is  tbe  other  article,  encloaed 
herewith,  and  mentioned  In  their  communication,  which  aa  they  say,  they  could  not 
agree  to;— l>ecaDBe  the  spirit  of  Independence  and  false  accuaatloua  would  then  come 
under  some  reslralut,  and  the  evil  doings,  atill  persisted  In  and  covered  up,  would 
then  be  brought  to  the  light.  But  the  desertera  refused  this,  namely,  to  stand 
ander  the  Coetua.  They  broke  vrlth  the  (^mmlaalonera  and  summoned  Arondeus. 
Be  waa  neither  then,  nor  Is  now,  a  legal  mlnlater  on  Long  laland.  He  chose  and 
Inatalled  a  coDeiatory  for  them,  wltbont  In  tbe  least  recoguliing  the  others  The 
elder  Loll,  tiecoming  aware  of  this,  protested  against  It;  but  they  pnid  no  attention 
to  It.  Bow  this  now  can  agree  with  their  boaated  conformity  to  classical  order,  we 
leave  the  Rev.  Classls  to  Judge. 

Tbat  ther  were  unwilling  id  trust  the  Ccetus  with  the  further  dlscuBslon  of  all 
these  matters,  appears  from  their  going  directly  to  tbe  Classls  with  their  returned 
protest.  And  now  they  claim  for  themselves  the  flrst  decision,  by  saylnx  that  they 
•re  legal;  and  they  want  to  be  bo  recognized  by  the  Classls.  as,  (say  tbey)  they 
always  have  been.  But  this  needs  to  be  proved,  and.  they  say,  surely  will  be,  when 
the  Claasla  comes  to  hear  how  tbe  Commlaaloners  have  been  misled  by  lies.  etc. 
But  we  say,  they  surely  will  be  declared  illegal.  If  tbe  Clasala  la  no  more  misled  by 
Uei.  than  tbe  Commissioners  have  been. 

On  tbe  other  hand,  the  Commissioners  bad  to  help  tbe  other  side  as  beat  they 
CDold.  according  to  claaalcal  order.  Rev,  RItiema.  with  unwearied  efforts  and  under 
talQfnl  reproaches  received  from  them,  too  many  and  too  shameful  to  relate — tried 
10  help  them,  and  that,  briefly.  Id  the  following  manner:  He  sought  to  persuade. 
Ant  the  one  party,  and  then  [be  other,  to  anitc.  After  tbe  election,  he  urged  them 
to  drop  both  consistories  and  to  choose  one  (new  one)  for  all.  etc.;  but  all  waa  In 
vain.  He  finally  proceeded  to  Install  a  new  conalatory  for  the  parly  which  sub- 
mitted to  the  CoetDs.  These  were  Informally  lo  hold  It  nntll  the  still  hoped  for 
niloa  might  be  secured  <7)  Although  now  In  conflict  with  a  raging  and  pretesting 
party,  tbe  use  of  courteous  (un courteous!)  weapons  waa  to  be  avoided.  It  could  not 
be  Id  the  Dutch  Church. 

Four  yeare  ago.  surely,  they  ought  lo  have  protested  against  tbe  net.  If  It  was 
DDeccle*  las  Ileal:  but  It  waa  not  done  then.  The  hope  for  nnloD  Is  now  cut  off  more 
than  ever.  For  what  the  protesting  party  call  a  monstrona  thing,  yea,  the  very 
■xtreme  of  disorder,  they  themselves  committed  long  ago  by  making  out  a  sort  of 
Tsll  upon,  as  It  seems,  tbe  Inoorrlglble  Arondens.  To  him,  agalnal  the  decision  of 
I^laaalB,  they  stubbornly  continued  lo  adhere,  but  more  from  au  envlons  party-splrll 
iiBii  from  any  love  to  him.  And,  what  Is  more,  they  broke  the  bond  of  union  which 
!ilBted  Itetweea  the  tour  churches  In  Queens  Counly,  Id  reference  (o  calls,  by  Joln- 
Dg  themaelTel  to  certain  ones  Id  Kings  County,  who  have  about  the  aame  standing 
it  themaelTM.    Thus  they  have  already  formed  a  chnrch  wltbln  ■  church,  etc. 
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If  DOW  one  coasldora  haw  Ibe  act  ot  forxnklnK  one's  mlnlBtry,  dnprtlng  afllc«.  biw 
mucb  ecclealsKtkoL  a<'Tluu  luuBt  be  ILIcenl;  It  foliiiwi  [but  If  Bome  Mpanle  (pre*  H 
II  be  a  majorilr.)  aurb  act  ot  seiiaratlon  data  not  defirirp  a  cbOTcb.  of  ItB  tonal 
eilaleuoe.  Its  eiJstvnrii  iitdbi  tbeu  be  HoURlit  In  those  vlio  remktn  loyal.  Sodk 
being  without  serrLcp  sni]  Iherefore  unable  lo  unlle  losetber.  but  who  aCtU  dnitr 
aerrlce.  majr  evco  Join  In  tbe  lUcnl  w^rvlce  ot  tbe  otben.  since  every  form  a(  a 
pruper  union  for  the  time  being  hu  ceasod.  Now  seelog  the  Justice  ot  thU.  nio 
would  not  Justify  (he  action  ot  the  Coetus  Id  declaring  such  a  cohslatory  legill  b 
glrlng  It  power  and  assistunce  In  making  out  a  callt  This  tbe  Bev.  CoetDS  did,  bM 
without  good  ground  and  reuson.  In  September  17K.  Conseqncntlj.  In  1^3,  ll  prorrf 
(he  other  consistory  to  be  Illegal,  and  also  IsKueU  the  statemeuc,  that  that  nad*- 
tory  could  In  no  way  be  legallivd  by  Ibc  Coetus.  We  think,  thetefore.  Ihit  ite 
declslOD  nataralty  Implies.  Ilist  tbe  C«rtua  tecognlics  Ihe  coDBlatory  iDitalinl  liy 
Rev.  Kltiema  aa  tbe  only  legal  conslHlory  at  Jamak'a.  and  tbst  It  muat  be  M  m- 
aldered.  Bo  also  those  prolestlng  understand  It:  welug.  as  they  say.  "that  «t  at 
not  looked  apon  by  tbe  Coetus  as  the  legal  consistory",  etc.  t^rom  this,  we  thlnL 
It  snOlcleudy  appears  bow  unfounded  Is  tbe  proicet  ao  recpbtly  brongbt  agaloal  th> 
consistory. 

And  now  concerning  the  mallet  ot  oalllug  (Homeyn),  Aa  tbe  protcatlog  party  nt 
tbe  poaalblllty  arlBlng,  ibat  tbeic  fellow-membeTs  (whom  they  coll  a  party),  win  be 
put  on  the  same  tooting  with  them,  or  even  Blund  better  than  they,  in  respMl  ■! 
■ervlee;  therefore  they  are  mored  by  a  spirit  of  evil  lo  make  a  so-called  prattn 
against  the  very  buslnesa  ot  makloE  out  this  rail.  They  pr«tcnd  that  It  la  bardeart 
with  dlfflcultlea;  luch  dllUcallles  as  (boy  (hemsclves.  I.is  shown  abovel  tn  alreaij 
chai^Vd  wltb.  Tbey  nlso  complain  that  In  that  cull,  (bey.  as  memben.  had  EM 
been  recognlied.  Truih.  as  well  aa  [jesce  and  unity,  are  Indeed,  to  be  soDghi  taiat 
them:  but  these  are  not  eaally  lo  be  found.  Noiwlihsianding  iheir  appeal  (■  (»■ 
salutary  aim  of  the  Rev.  Classls,  let  the  CoelUH,  tbe  Claesls,  let  the  ten  yean  if 
strife,  etc.,  bear  witaess.  For,  In  making  out  lliut  call,  tbey  were  hU  Invited.  tbCK* 
they  were  not  Hllllnp;  to  lake  part.  They  are  not  now  under  promlae  (to  give  n^ 
pori)  wblch,  possibly  ns  before,  they  would  noon  have  brokt-u;  tor  they  are  itW 
owing  Rev.  Goetiihlus  a  good  deal  on  bis  salary.  Let  Vun  Slndcren  and  otheri  ill" 
teatify  how  tbe  church— i which.  In  our  regions,  Is  uaually  also  tbe  tint  coon  ol 
Justice  tor  bad  and  evll-inlnded  people)— upon  the  Hllgbleet  discontent,  break  lu 
promise  and  wllbbolds  from  Itn  minister  bis  due. 

Some  of  their  number  carucdtly  requested  the  others  to  take  part  Id  maklngtnl 
this  call:  and,  probably,  many.  If  not  tbe  greaier  pan  of  them,  will  quickly  ftll  li 
line  when  once  a  iiilnlBter  la  secured.  lint  tbla  lias  gone  badly  heretofore.  a»  fct 
iQBtaucc.  here,  nt  Itarilan.  Uoreover,  tbey  thluk,  they  Ond  sometlilng  (lllegil)  ■> 
tbe  Modcratonthlp  of  Rev.  Job.  Frlellngbuysen  (In  making  out  Uomeyn's  calL)  H 
would  be  a  Rutflclent  answer,  to  say,  that  the  perston.  if  a  lawful  minister,  don  not 
essentially  atTecl  th)a  mnlter:  nnd  so  this  does  not  touch  tbe  making  out  of  thai 
oall.  And  while  (FrelhiRbu.vscn  was)  not  a  brother  of  the  same  Ring  tor  Clrckl 
the  churebos  have,  by  the  laws  of  our  Coetua,  the  liberty  lo  Invite  to  a  service  aal 
one  tbey  may  choose.  An  be  IFrellngbnysenl  luid  no  nppnlntment  as  ModentT, 
Key.  de  Konde  deemed  II.  (bit  Moderntorshlpi  ouUlde  his  iFrellnghnysen's)  co[aml»- 
alon,  merely  by  request,  lo  have  tbe  student  Homcyn  promoted  to  be  a  candMiV- 
But  then  sl»o  (It  must  be  remembered  that)  Rev.  Job.  Friellnghuyseo  filled  tbe  ^m 
of  bis  brother,  Theodore  i'rlellnghnysen,  (of  Albany)  who,  for  reaaona  not  mentteafi 
here,  was  nnabic  to  officiate,  but  would  otherwise  have  done  so.  By  tequeat.  (ot  llu 
church)  he  gave  tbe  matter  of  promoting  tbe  sludenl,  Itomeyn,  to  be  a  candUatt. 
Into  the  banda  of  bis  brother.  Job,  Frlellngbuysen.  Tbereupon  the  latter  wai  aaktl 
by  the  consistory  also  lo  assist  In  making  out  Ibc  call.  This  was  done  for  Oystn 
Bay,  with  unnnlmoDs  consent,  and  (or  part  ot  Jamaica,  ns  they  say:  bnt  all  "" 
done,  with  the  sole  object  of  keeping  union  always  In  view.  Once  afterward  Onf 
was  again  a  trespass.  It  was  against  Ihe  Coetus  and  Rev,  de  Ronde,  Bat  tbli  «» 
settled  at  tbe  last  meeting,  and  so  can  no  longer  be  considered  a  dlfflcnlly.  rf. 

Therefore.  In  our  opinion,  Ibe  Rev.  Assembly  has  llgbt  enough,  and  good  nf* 
to  disregard  tbe  ao-calkd  "protest".  We  might  have  snbilantially  couSimrd  ttF 
statements  made  by  other  documents  nnd  witnesses,  if  we  bad  bad  time.  Tbe  doco- 
menta  arc  there.  But  we  have  not  deemtd  it  necesanry,  Inaamncb  as  manj  of  ttew 
thlDga  haye  already  been  t>e(ore  the  Rev.  CLibbIs. 
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We  cloee  wtibing  the  Rev.  Am^Diblr.  pmaperltr,  tlesBlng  and  everr  gift  ol  tbc 
spirit  for  the  work  of  the  mlnifltrr. 
We  Itgn  onnelTea.  Eeverend  Sirs, 

Your  Beva.'  obedient  Berranti. 

Joh.  Lejdt.  V.  D.  H. 
Job.  FrlelinghnyseD.  V,  D.  M. 
B^Ddrlck  Vl«s«r.  Elder. 
Tbns  dODe  at  Barltau  b;  authority  and  In  the  Dame  Of  the  Coetua,  Nov.  29,  1763. 
No.  207. 

Becelved  April  !6,  17E4.  ps  convert. 

COBBESPONDENCE  FBOM  AmEBICA. 

Committee  of  the  Arondeus  Faction  in  Kings  Co.,  to  the  Classis 

of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  28,  1753. 

Portfolio,    "New   York",   Vol.   ii.     Extracts,    Vol   xxiii;    391. 

Reference,  xxiv.  28. 

Addressed :  To  the  Ver;  BeTerend.  the  HoDorable  ClaaalB  ol  Amsterdam. 

Ser.  Slri,  Fatberi  aod  Brethren  : — 

We  uke  the  liberty  of  aendlne.  enclosed,  to  jour  ReTB.,  the  copj  of  a  letter,  dated 
lane  IS,  17B2.  We  sent  the  aame  to  your  Rera.  before.  It  contalna  a  brief  Bccoont 
Of  the  state  and  condition  In  which  we  And  ourBelrea,  As  we  have  not  had  Ihe 
tonor  of  getting  from  your  Reva.  the  least  word  In  reply,  we  fear  that  your  Revs. 
SU  not  receive  It.  It  your  Reva.  did,  we  Irnat  that  It  will  have  your  Christian  con- 
■Mentlon  :  as  bIbo  the  mattrrs  wbloh  have  aince  occurred  bere.  In  connection  with 
oor  lamentable  dlaputea. 

LaBt  month.  May.  I1TS3).  a  letter  was  shown  us.  wblch  was  written  In  your 
same  br  one  of  the  Honorable  members  of  the  Rev.  Claasls,  to  a  gentleman  realdlng 
In  New  Tork.  In  thla  letter  that  gentleman  was  requested  to  Inform  ub,  that  your 
Bevs,  had,  on  Dec.  6lh,  11&2,  axaln  tboutiht  best  to  devise  menBuree  whereby  the 
Ber.  Coctaa  here  shoold  try  1o  oblaln  peace ;  and,  It  these  should  prove  to  be  frilt- 
leas.  then  an  Irrevocable  deposition  (deportallon)  of  Rev,  Arondeus  would  have  to 
toUow. 

Thla  news,  which  your  Reva.  thus  preliminarily  sent  ns,  cave  us  the  very  strong- 
eat  aeanrance  to  think  that  your  Revs,  would  spare  no  trouble  to  save  us.  On  the 
■treni^h  of  ttils  salutary  aim  of  your  Revs.,  we,  too.  unanlmolsly  resolved  to  submit 
onraelvea  completely  to  all  that  your  Revs,  ml^ht,  In  your  wise  and  paternal  care, 
ud  Id  a  Christian  manner  preacrlbe.  In  tbe  meaaurea  devUed. 

Now  tbe  Bev.  Coetua  came  (ogether  at  New  Tork  In  September.  (ITS3).  having 
sninmoDed  na.  tbe  nnderstgned.  of  the  churches  of  KIdkb  County,  to  appear  before  It. 
With  great  wUllngnesH  we  did  appear  liefore  It.  expectlns  to  hear  from  tbe  president 
■  Christian  address,  encouraging  us  to  seek  peace,  and  to  bave  the  mensures,  de- 
vlaed  by  your  Bevs..  read  to  us.  Thereupon  we,  on  our  part,  would  have  eitended 
the  hand  of  peace. 

Snt,  on  tbe  contrary,  to  the  bitterness  of  all  our  souls  there  waa  read  to  us  a 
resolnlloD,  drawn  up  by  tbe  Rev.  Coetus.  after  Its  own  mind.  Including  the  most 
palDfnl  and  horrible  sentence  that  could  ever  be  conceived.  Thla  would  ralher  hasten 
our  destmetlon  than  secure  our  peace.  Of  thla  resolution  we  enclose  your  Revs,  a 
copy.  After  reading  It,  yoar  Reva  will  be  well  able  to  Judge  what  must  bave  been 
oar  state  of  mind,  on  being  so  summarily  lold  that  we  must  drop  Rev.  Arondeus,  anil 
that  he  eonid  no  longer  be  our  minister.  And  all  this  was  done  without  giving  us  the 
allgbtest  reaaoDS  therefor,  or  asking  as  whether  we  were  dlspoaed  to  he  reconciled,  or 
to  submit  to  your  Revs,  counsel  and  declelou.  Nothing  else  In  the  world  was  done. 
but  to  condemn  oa  as  If  we  were  heatheD.  and  In  a  manner  the  most  unbecoming 
and  oncbrlsllan  ever  heard  of  !□  a  Christian  Assembly.  Yea.  Indeed,  so  severe  was 
all  thla.  that  other  outside  churches,  In  tbelr  public  gatherings,  called  It  an  outrage. 
They  aaid,  that  the  Aasembly  of  the  Rev.  Coetua  seemed  more  like  the  Boman 
Catholle  Fapac;  tbaii  •  Reformed   Cbrlstlan   Assembly.   And,   Id  order  that  yout 
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BevB.  maf  be  the  more  Btronel;  convlncHl  of  tbe  mainltiidf  of  tbe  diKODtfat  Ut 
bere.  wltb  reg:a.rd  to  tbe  Rer,  Coetng'  germ  and  Qiibecoining  tn^bnent  of  na,  m* 
not  doDbt  bat  that,  b;  tbls  ocraslon.  four  Rera.  vlJI  come  to  koav  that  tbe  Ih. 
ConslBtory  of  New  York  bns  reaolTed  Ebat  It  wlU  neTPr.  no,  nercr.  allow  lt>  mlilMn 
to  alt  Id  tbat  (Coetus)  AgseiDblT  SKBiii :  Dad  Ibat  It  wll!  Derer  again  pemit  U  It 
meet  In  Ita  CoDslitorf  Rnnni. 

Nor  do  we  doabt  bnC  tbat  alio  by  thU  occailon.  joar  Rbtb.  will  be  Informed  i*  * 
fact  tbat  the  salil  Rer.  Coehis,  at  tta  last  meetlDg.  Reaolved.  that  at  Iti  lot 
meetlDS,  meaaurea  shonid  be  taken  In  form  Itself  Into  a  Clasaleal  Aneobljl 
tbaB  to  witbdraw  Itself  from  all  aubordlnatlon  to  the  BeT.  Claaals  of  Amntci 
This  Ih  an  addltlotial  reoBon  wby  the  CoDstBtory  of  New  York  determined  to  Kpi 
Ita  miDlaterB  from  It  In  time,  ao  as  to  bave  nothing  more  to  do  with  It*  plana. 
as  four  BevB.  car  well  understand.  If  la  bd  Asaembly  of  the  Coetua  aa  It  li 
conatltnted.  It!  m^mberB  waot  to  rule  wltb  auch  nrbllrair  power,  wbat  wlU  Vm 
not  do  when  tbej  belong  lo  the  orKanliatlon  of  a  CIbbhIi? 

80.  worth;  Slra,  for  these  imd  manf  other  reaBona.  we  bave  felt  otiraelna  ta  Ul 
boond  to  protest  SRalcBt  tbia  aerere  and  unbeeomtng  rcsolntlon  of  tbe  Cottu.  i 
eovj  of  tbIa  proteat  we  send  enclosed.  We  appeal  to  yonr  Rbtb.  for  redrtaa,  la  Ut 
Arm  and  aure  bope  Ibat  your  Iters,  will  not  condemn  na  In  Bueh  an  luichrtaUaiHi 
sammary  manner,  as  Ibniisli  we  had  <ntmmlt(ed  alas  that  are  anpardonaUev  Vt 
therefore,  aRain  take  onr  refuge  Dnder  your  Revs,  paternal  and  Chrlatlan  diKdiN. 
We  bnmbly  ask  tbat  the  luensures  derlsed  by  your  RevB.  for  our  aalTatlon  and  ptva 
be  never  as^aia  made  dependent  on  the  Judgment  or  approTBl  of  the  Ber.  Coetna 

Your  ReVB.  can  see  rlearly  pnout:h.  from  Its  late  action,  bow  tbat  eanaat  be. 
For.  wbat  party-BplrIt  manifests  Itself  In  tbla  so  unhccomlDg  condact  of  wbnlti 
■etting  aside  jonr  Revs.  meaaursB  derleed  for  peace  ;  and  of  condemning  na  tetoi- 
Ing  to  Its  own  pleasure  and  withont  a  bearing :  without  offering  na  tbe  sllfbtHt 
proposition  looking  toward  peaceT   Can  there  be  a  clearer  proof  than  the  one  ataw 

hope  and  trust  Ibat  your  Rers.  will  be  pleased  to  consider  Iheee  our  eomplalau  b 
Christian  way.  and  to  take  Into  account  tbnt  1(  will  never  be  possible  to  effect 
well-founded  peace.  If  Rev,  Van  Slnderen  Is  to  remnln  among  us.  and  Rev.  ArowtaB 
has  to  go  away.  One  party  will  so  lord  It  over  Ibe  other,  that  It  will  be  Intolenble: 
and  ao  tbe  last  coadltlon  will  be  worse  than  (he  flret. 

We  bave  offered  tbe  party  of  Van  Slnderen  the  allprnflllve  of  letting  both  mbilsten 
go.  or  of  keeping  both,  and  thus  come  to  a  reconciliation.  But  they  want  to  ladsct 
us  by  force.  In  the  most  unreasonable  way,  tn  drop  Rev.  Arondena.  We  have  calM 
him ;  he  baa  married  and  bnplized  many  of  our  Di]ml>er.  and  has  preached  tbe  GoQd 
with  great  acceptanre,  Thi^t  wish  us  to  do  ihlfl  (nr  no  either  rcanon  than  Itial 
they  BBy,  his  call  K  r..i   ■■-   ...■;. .-■■!- it,  •■!  ■.<.  r,  ,1.  ,,|T,i  ■„.  -  i,.,,  ,1,,,  ^.  ■,,,,, _:,,t  ,1!'!  ■ 

an  unpardonable  circumstance?  We  IpRvr?  Ibat  matter  to  your  Revs.'  wise  •a' 
Christian  cons  Id  era  t  inn,  hcplnR  and  trusting  ihat  jour  Reve.  will  much  rather  sefkl" 
save  than  to  destroy  us.  We  have  slrpady  bad  evidence  of  this,  and  donht  Dot  bat 
tbat  we  shall  further  recelv"  from  your  pflterDal  care  such  meaBQrefl  aa  have  tbal 
end  In  view.  Xour  Revs,  will  always  And  us  ready,  wllh  tbe  greateat  respect  aid 
obedience,  to  submit  to  yiur  Kev^.'  Christian  and  Just  dcclaloD. 

Aa    Commissioned   by    the  combined    cnncrctratlons   of    the    Reformed   Cbnrdm  U 
Kings  County  on  Long  Island,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  we  sign  ouraelna.  1» 
name  and  by  authority  of  nil.  with  much  reverence  and  respect. 
Bev.  Sirs.  Fatbera  and  Brpthren. 

Tour  Revs.'  very  dutiful  and  obedient  servants  In 

Kings  County,  on  Long  Island,  Nov.  28,  17SS. 

Johannes  Lolt.  Butgert  Yan  Brunt,  Jr 

Fblllppns  Nagel  Daniel  Bodet. 

RQtgert  Tan  Brunt 
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?08ED  Bill  to  Allow  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to 
DLL  Their  Manor  of  Fordham.  Proposed  Amendment  to 
lEiB  Charter. 

1753,  Nov.  30.    James  De  Laocey,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Q«neral  Assembly  sent  a  Bill  to  the  Council,  desiring  their  concurrence  thereto, 
»d,  "An  act  to  enable  the  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed 
itant  Dutch  Church  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  sell  and  dispose  of  their  lands, 
ents  and  hereditaments  In  the  county  of  Westchester,  commonly  called  and 
I  by  the  name  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham ;  and  also  for  granting  unto  them  some 
>r  liberties  and  privileges  for  the  better  management  of  their  afTalrs,  and  the 

ordering  or  governing  of  their  said  church."  Council  Joumm^  1138.  Read  and 
d  to  a  second  reading,  1136.  Committed,  Dec.  3,  1137.  Amended,  and  sent  back 
i  Assembly,  Dec.  6,  1140.  Agreed  to  by  that  House,  Dec.  7,  1142.  (The  amend- 
is  as  follows :  Page  10,  at  the  end  of  the  last  clause  in  the  Bill,  add  these 

:  **  Except  the  aforesaid  Cornelius  Steenwyck  and  Margarita  his  wife,  Henri- 
elyns  and  Margarita  his  wife.  Col.  Nicholas  Bayard,  Capt.  Isaac  Van  Vlecque, 

Boelen  Roelofsen  and  John  Harpendlrck,  and  every  of  them,  and  all  persons 
ng  by,  from  or  under  them  or  any  of  them.")  Enacted,  Dec.  12;  p.  1146.  (See 
a  and  Dec.  12,  1763). 

Call  to  Henricus  Frelinghuysen,  Deo.  3,  1753. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

xtended  by  the  Churches  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarslng  to  Henricus 

Friellnghuysen. 

In  the  fear  of  God's  Holy  Name.    Amen ! 

^reas  the  preaching  of  God's  Holy  Word  is  the  means  by  Him  ordained  to  lead 
i  dwelling  on  the  earth  to  salvation :  We,  therefore,  the  undersigned,  elders 
eacons,  at  present  constituting  the  Consistories  of  the  three  combined  Reformed 
hes  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarslng,  In  this  county  or  district  of 
%  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  in  North  America,  having  heard  the  gifts  of 
cus  Friellnghuysen,  a  student  of  Sacred  Theology,  and  with  whom  our  churches 
erfectly  satisfied,  and  which  are  calling  out  as  It  were,  "  Come  over  to  us  and 
as:"  Came  together  in  the  fear  of* the  Lord,  earnestly  to  consider  this  great 
r,  the  making  out  of  a  call :  and,  after  calling  upon  God's  Holy  Name,  unan- 
ly  Resolved  to  call,  as  we  do,  hereby  call,  the  said  Henricus  Friellnghuysen,  as 
egular  Overseer,  Shepherd  and  Teacher,  to  discharge  among  us  the  duties  of 
icred  Ministry  according  to  the  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Reformed  Doctrine  and 
>llne  established  by  the  Christian  Synod  held  at  Dordrecht  in  the  year  of  our 
1618  and  1619. 

thus  call  his  Rev.  on  the  following  conditions : 

t:  It  Is  our  desire  that  his  Rev.  allow  himself  to  be  examined  and  ordained 
i  preaching  of  God's  Word  by  the  Rev.  Coetus  which  is  held  at  New  York. 
mdJy:  That  his  Rev.  shall  faithfully  perform  every  part  of  the  Sacred  Ministry, 
comes  an  orthodox  Overseer,  Shepherd  and  Teacher  of  the  Reformed  Church 
sua  Christ;  calling,  In  public,  upon  the  God  of  Heaven;  preaching  with 
less  the  Word  of  God ;  administering,  according  to  the  institution  of  Christ,  the 
Sacraments ;  instructing  the  youth  by  means  of  catechetical  exercises ;  and 
sing  in  every  respect,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power,  a  proper  oversight  of  the 
h  of  Jesus  Christ. 

dlu'  That  when  In  the  enjoyment  of  health,  and  when  the  weather  Is  favorable, 
perilling,  his  Rev.  shall  preach  half  of  the  year,  namely,  from  the  middle  of 
to  the  middle  of  October,  twice  on  each  Lord's  Day,  at  one  of  the  before  named 
I ;  in  the  forenoon  on  any  text  In  God's  Holy  Word ;  in  the  afternoon  following 
ne  of  exposition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  During  the  other  half  of  the 
we  require  preaching  but  once  a  day,  on  each  preaching  day,  which  will  be 
ent.    Marbletown  and  Rochester  shall  each,  in  turn,  have  three  times  as  many 
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Bcrvlces  as  Wawarslnir.  so  that  Wawanlng  will  bare  bat  one  leTeiith  part  at  tki 

FouriMg:  Tbat.  on  tbe  FestlTal  da;B,  bis  Rct.  abalJ  cDDdnct  ■errleea  u  b  «>■ 
tonmry  [□  the  Reformed  Church. 

FtftMy:  Tbat.  if  the  Lord  vlll.  Ibe  Lord's  »iippPT  sball  be  admliilaWrcd  twin  i 
Tear  at  Marbletown,  twlrc  a  yfar  at  Rochi'stsr  and  once  a  j-ear  at  Wawanlnf :  ul 
famllT  TtsltinR  aha]]  be  done  once  a  year  Id  all  tbe  cburcbes. 

On  thesp  conditions  as  above  named.  We  tbe  Conalalorles  of  the  said  tbnw  c1 
do,  in  our  capacltr  aa  Elders  and  DeacoDB,  do.  fur  oiirai-lret  and  our  ■neceaaon,  aka 
from  time  to  limt'  will  come  Into  nlHce  after  us.  m  long  ai  bis  Rev.  aball  bt  ov 
OTCraeer,  Sbepherd  and  Teacbtr.  protDlse.  tiesldea  all  due  lore  and  reapect.  Ihs  M- 

nrat.' Tbat  we  irlll  pa;  tbe  eipennes  necesBBry  for  bis  ordlnatloD.   IpromcitlDa). 
iSwoitdlv.' That,  durlni;  thp  limp  his  R<-t.  Id  at  Marbletown  and  Wavanlhs.  b  dt 
diacbatge  of  tbe  duties  of  the  Harrcd  Mlnislry,  vc  vU!  provide  blm  meala  aud  an 
able    lodgliig.    Bach    of    Ibeae   churchps,    namely.    Marbletown    ! 
agreed  to  do  Cbia.  wilbout  tbe  belp  of  RocbeBler. 

TMrdlv:  That  we  will  give  his  Rev.  a  aultable  dwell  In  s-boase,  of  two  a 
•  barn,  and  beep  these  in  repair :  also  a  Karden  and  a  well,  as  shall  be  i 
blB  ReT..  and  to  the  churcbea :  theie  buildings  shall  be  located  near  the  (BodMSttt] 
church:  also  one  itundred  aod  twelve  acres  of  land  at  Rocbeater :  these  omdir 
to  contlnne  so  long  aa  hla  Rev.  shall  be  oor  OverseiT,  Shepherd  and  Teaeber:  I 
tblnga  tbe  Cburch  uf  Rocbesler  promises  lo  do  and  pay  lor  alone.  Here  hli  Bfi. 
sbalt  make  his  ceeldence. 

roartlllv.-  Tbat  we  will  deliver  lo  his  Rev.  al  his  door  as  much  flre-wood  ai  kt 
may  need.    This,  tbe  Cburch  of  RocbeBier  promises  to  do  ainne. 

fifthlD:  That  we  will,  yearly,  and  eacb  year,  pay  bis  Rev.  the  sam  of  one  bmdrd 
Mil]  Ave  poands.  money  current  in  the  Protldrnce  of  New  Xork,  In  two  InstallDwan 
a  year,  eacb  half  .year  an  eiacl  half:  Marbletown  (annually)  forly.five  poiiwli: 
Bocheater  forty-flve  pounds :  Wawaralng  flfleen  pounds,  each ;  yearly  and  each  Jtu- 
We,  then,  tbe  ElderB  and  Deacons  of  tbe  said  Cburcbei,  present  this  call  to,  u' 
gl<re  It  Into  tbe  hands  of  the  said  Ilenrlcus  Frlclin^huysen,  student  of  8ut«l 
Tbeology,  trnsllnii  that  be  will  accept  Ibe  same  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord:  wHh  SR 
heartfelt  prayer,  that  It  may  please  Almighty  God  in  bless  abundantly  bli  DlaUlT 
among  us,  to  His  ^lory.  and  to  the  eternal  happlnrss  of  many. 

That  In  this,  our  action,  wc  are  sincere  and  of  good  Intention,  we  show  by  letUH 
thereto  our  bands  and  senla.  on  this  3rd  day  of  Ite-cember  In  tbe  year  of  ont  LmA 
one  thousand  seveo  bundrpd  and  Sfly-ibree. 

Frederick  Bcbounmnlier  .rnd'obus  Sctioosmaber 

Weasel  BrodLeiul  John  Si-lin  on  maker 

Loula  Bevler  Jacobua  Louw 

Stephen  Nottlnebam  Johannes  Devler 

Thomas  Sammen  E,  de  Witt 

BolomoD  Van  Wagemen  laack  Van  Kampen 

Moses  de  Nul  Gideon  Louw. 

Collatum  Concordat,  quod  attestor. 

Job.  FrlellntlinTsta- 
This  csll  was  made  at  Keyseryck  on  day  and  date  named  above,  as  attested  bf 
Theodorus  Friellughuyeen  Barend  Vroman,  V.  D.  U. 

Levi  Pawling.  Esq.  Jobannea  Hardenbergb. 

CoT.ONiAL  Laws  of  New  York. 
Chapter  938.     Dec.  12,  1753. 

This  la  a  Verbatim  Repetition  of  tbe  Act  of  July  I.  17S3,  tor  ralalng  moneyi  iT 
lottery  for  tbe  erection  of  a  College  In  New  York.  Tbe  same  Is  agalD  repeated,  t«- 
batlm.  May  1.  1754,  and  Dec.  T,  17U. 

It  Is  thongbt  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  Identical  phraseology.    (See  July  4,  nB.1 


OF  THE  State  op  New  Yobk.  3447 

11 

Kefoeued  Dutch  Chuech  of  New  Yoek. 

Amendment  to  their  Charter,  Dec.  12,  1753. 

Colonial  Laws  of  New  York.     Chapter  950. 

in  Act  to  Bniblc  tb»  HlnLater,  Elders  and  IHacoEi*  of  the  Reformed  ProteataDt 
atch  Cbarcb  ol  the  Clt;  of  New  York,  to  aell  and  dispose  of  their  Lands,  Tene- 
rala  snd  HeredltameDtB,  Id  tbe  Countf  of  Westclieflter,  commonlr  called  aod  known 
'  the  name  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham ;  and  also  for  granting  onto  them  Some 
irther  LIbertlea  and  Privileges  for  the  better  Management  of  their  Affaire  and  the 
ell  ordering  or  Gorernlng  ol  their  Said  Church.  (Amendments  to  Charter  or  Act  of 
leoriMirBtlan  of  Ma;  11,  ItSt.    See  also  feb.  !6,  1T$6,) 

(Passed,  December  U.  17G3.) 
WHEBBAB,  tn  the  Articles  of  Surrender  of  this  Colon?  b;  the  Dutch  in  the  ^ear 

our  Lord  One  Thousand  8li  Hundred  and  Sixty  four.  It  was  Stipulated  Coasented 
Ml  agreed  onto,  among  other  things,  that  the  Dntch  here  Should  Enjoj  the  Liberties 
'  their  Coaaclences  in  Divine  Worship  aod  Dlsclpllae,  and  their  own  Customes  Con- 
raUtg  thcr  Inheritance : 

And  Whereas  Cornelius  Steenwyck  Isle  of  the  City  of  New  York.  Merchant,  De- 
aaed,  with  Margarita,  hia  wife,  for  the  dlepossl  of  their  Temporal  Estates,  did. 
eeordlng  to  the  Tlsage  and  Cuatoms  of  the  Infancy  of  those  times  here  used.  Make 
lelT  last  Will  aod  Testament  In  the  Dutch  Language  under  their  hands  and  Seals. 
MTlDK  date  the  Twentieth  day  of  November  One  Tbouaand  Sli  hundred  and  Eighty 
inr ;  and  after  the  usual  preamble,  then  also  used  Id  Willa,  Tbey  did  among  other 
ilDgs  Will  and  EipresB  themselves  to  the  following  purport  and  Effect  (Videlicet)  : 
-We,  the  Said  Testators,  do  declare  that  our  Earnest  Will  and  last  desire  la.  that 
le  General  Inheritance  of  us,  the  said  Testators,  and  betwixt  oar  Heirs,  shall  be 
vnlated  after  the  Form,  Manner,  Cuatom  and  Practice  of  the  Nether  Dutch  Nation, 
ad  According  to  the  Articles  made  upon  the  Surrendering  of  this  Place :  And  I,  the 
aid  Teatator.  do  hereby  farther  declare,  that  I.  the  said  Testator,  with  the  free 
onaent  of  my  Said  Wife,  by  form  of  Pre-Iegecy.  have  given,  granted  and  Legacy'd, 
a  1,  the  Said  Testator,  by  form  of  Legacy,  do  give  and  grant  by  these  Presents,  for 
nd  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  Nether  Dutch  Beformed  Congregation, 
rlthln  the  Cltf  of  New  York,  for  the  aupport  and  Ualntenancy  ol  their  Minister, 
rdalned  According  to  the  Church  Orders  of  the  Netherlsnds,  now  at  present  here, 
a  being,  or  hereafter  To  be  Called,  Ordained  or  to  come,  all  the  said  Testators 
tigbt  property.  Title  and  Hereditament  In  and  to  the  Manor  of  Fordbam.  lying  In 
he  County  of  Westchpater,  together  with  all  the  Lands,  Ueadowa.  Fields,  Wood- 
ladi.  Creeks,  Rivulets  and  other  Waters ;  As  also  all  the  Said  Testatora  Jurisdiction, 
tight  Title.  Action  and  Property  In  and  to  the  Said  Manor  of  Fordham,  with  all 
bi  Patents.  Deeds.  Ceduls.  nipoteeka.  Mortgages  and  other  Inslruments  of  Wrlt- 
ng,  to  the  Said  Manor  of  Fordbam  belonging  or  in  any  wise  Appertaining.  In  aa 
nil  and  Ample  Manner  as  the  Said  Manor  of  Fordham  now  already  in  Propriety,  la 
lelonglng  or  hereafter  More  Amply  Shall  be  conOrmed  unto  the  Said  Testator,  by 
>eed.  Conveyance.  Transport,  Tllpoteek,  Mortgage,  Judgment  or  otberwlae,  from  or 
1  any  manner  of  Way  or  means  ol  John  Archer,  deceased,  last  owner  and  proprietor 
>f  the  Said  Manor  of  Fordham : 

And  I.  the  Bald  Testator,  do  further  order  and  declare  aa  my  laat  Will  and 
Testament  that  the  Said  Manor  of  Fordham.  together  with  all  the  beneflts,  Prollta, 
ncomea.  Advantagei.  Rents  and  Revenues,  and  all  the  Appurt? nances  thereof.  Shall 
«  Conveyed.  Transported  and  Mad?  over.  In  a  free.  Quiet  and  full  property  and 
Cn]oytnent,  by  the  Testator's  Appointed  Eiecutrii,  within  the  Space  of  Sli  Months 
fter  the  Testator'a  decease,  or  upon  Lawful  demand,  to  the  Elders  or  overseera 
t  the  Bald  Nether  Dutch  Congregation,  for  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the 
llDlsters  of  the  Said  Congregation  as  berebefore  move  at  large  Is  Flipreat  and  Set 
orth ;  for  to  be  held  In  full  propriety.  Possession  and  Enjoyment.  Inherltably  and 
ortTST,  by  the  Bald  Elders  or  ovcraeers  at  the  time  of  the  Testator's  decease,  In 
•elng,  and  alt  others  that  from  time  to  time  Bhall  Succeed  In  their  places,  to  the 
End  and  nae  as  Aforeaald,  without  any  the  least  hinderance,  let  or  Contradiction  of 
my  Person  or  Persona  whatsoever : 
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PROVIDEID  ALWArS  that  nooe  ot  the   Landg  of  tbe  Said  Manoc  maj  bF  BlA 
awaj-.  Alienated.  Cootrarj  to  the  Tenor  of  thea«  Preaenla.  or  otherniae  i 
hut  from  theneefarlti  forever  be  and  rem. 
Support  and  Malnlenancey  of  the  Ulnlsti 
Eipreat  and  Recitpil.  aad  Not  otberwlse : 

And  aoally  I  tbe  Said  Teatatar  do  berebj  declare  tbat  I  hare  Nominated.  AppoiiM 
and  Aatborlied  m;  Aforementioned  Dear  and  IotIdk  wife.  Margarita  RlemeKlat 
nij  only  and  Lawfull  Eiecutrli  ot  tbia  m;  last  Will  and  Teatament  ittin  u 
grantiaK  by  tbeat-  Preaeola  UNTO  mj  Said  ^Ite  aa  full  and  ample  pam  ul 
■utborlty  aa  all  olhcr  Biecuton  by  Law  bare  and  do  Enjoy,  aa  In  and  by  a 
EnsUah  TraoalalM  Copy  thereof,  And  tbe  Said  original  Dntcb  n'lll.  In  the  haaili4il 
Custody  ot  tbe  Bald  .Mlalaler,  Riderg  and  l^eBCons  fully  and  at  large  apptati." 

Soon  after  tbe  Making  ot  wblcb  will  the  Said  Camellug  SteeDHyck  Died.  >o  Bitai 
and  PonHraaed  of  ibe  Salil  Manor  aa  Aforesaid:  AND  WBERRA8.  Boon  after  Ik 
Death  ot  the  Bald  Cornelius  Sleenwyolc.  Jobn  Archer,  tbe  Qrgt  Grantee  of  tbe  tak 
Uanor,  by  hta  Certain  Indenture  under  bla  band  and  Seal,  Bearing  date  Ibe  A 
teentb  day  of  October  One  tbouaand  Sli  hundred  and  Eighty  Ave.  for  tbe  Coniidtn 
tlon  tberelD  meatloned.  did  Grant.  Release  &  Convey  the  Said  Manor  ot  Fordhia  u 
all  bla  Estate.  Rieht  and  Title  of.  In  and  to  tbe  Same,  and  the  Equity  ot  Bcdmi 
tlon  thereof,  and  all  Deeda,  unto  (he  aforesaid  MBrjrarlta  Steenwyck.  the  Wife  tf  Ik 
Aforementioned  CoruelluB  Sieenwyck,  and  made  Livery  and  Seliln  thereof,  aa  by  tti 
Original  Deed  In  tbe  banda  and  custody  of  the  Said  Hlnlater.  Elders  and  G 
And  the  Record  thereof  In  the  County  of  Westcbealer  Appeara: 

AND  WIIEBEAS.  Ibe  Said  Margarita  Steenwyck  Afterwanla  Intermarried  wflb 
Domlne  Henrlcus  Selyni.  Which  Bald  Ilenrlcus  Selypi  and  Margarita  hli  >tlk 
formerly  Margarllji  Sleenwycli.  by  their  certain  Deed.  Poll,  under  their  h 
Seals,  bearing  date  the  drat  day  ot  January  One  tbouaand  Sli  hundred  and  Ntan 
four.  Reciting  the  Will  of  the  Aforesaid  Cornellui  Steenwyck.  and  that  tbe  ■  ~ 
Margarita  was  Erecutrli  thereof.  Did  Grant.  Ufsicn  and  Convey  In  full  ud  b 
property  to  the  worthy  (lentlemen.  Colonel  Nicholas  Bayard.  Captain  taiac  Tu 
Vlecque.  Jacob  Riielcn  Uoelossen,  and  Jobn  Hnrpcndlnrb.  tbe  then  Elden  ud 
OverMera  of  tbe  Nelber  Dutch  Church  within  Ibe  City  of  New  York  Aforeutd.  ul 
to  their  Lawfull  SuccesBOtB  or  beira  and  Posterity.  Ibe  Bald  Manor  of  Fordbin. 
Lying  In  the  County  nf  Westrhester  Above  mentioned,  wllb  all  tbe  Lands,  Ueadan 
Fields.  Woods,  RiTulets.  Creeks  and  other  Itlrers,  lORetbcr  witb  all  the  BUlbl 
Title.  Properly.  Jurisdiction  and  tnloreat  which  either  the  Aforesaid  CornetlDS  Sl«>-  I 
wyck  or  the  Bald  (Jraulors.  ether  for  themselves  or  In  Quality  as  tiefore,  li  av 
Manner  of  Ways  before  that  lime  bad  to  the  Bald  Manor  of  Fordbam,  and  IB 
Appurtenances,  wlietber  11  he  hy  right  from  the  snld  John  Archer.  JUNIOR,  to  1» 
held  and  forever  Enjnyci!,  \w.\.  Possessed  and  held  In  full  and  .U>9olDle  ptopenj 
as  an  neredHary  Eaiaie.  by  (he  tiald  Elders  anil  overseers  of  the  Aforesaid  Conjit- 
gallon  who  were  then  In  l>e1na  or  thereafter  Should  from  time  to  time  become  andbi 
In  lieln^,  with  All  Proflta.  Incomes,  beneflta  and  Revenues,  for  tbe  belter  Snppoll 
and  Maintenance  ot  the  Said  Minister  Called  Pursuant  to  tbe  orders  of  the  Cbonb 
of  Nclberland,  then  present,  or  that  should  thereafter  be  Called  and  Come ; 

ritOVIDED  and  wllb  tlie  Aforesaid  Condition  and  Stipulation  tbat  tbe  8ald  Muot. 
with  Its  Appurtenances.  Should  In  No  alae  be  Alienated  Nor  Estranged  ■Ikmtrary  to 
tbe  Tenor  of  the  Aforementioned  Will  and  bequest.  Rut  Should  remain  to  the  use  tlA 
behoof  Aforesaid  and  not  otberwlne.  Iteleaalnc  therefore  by  Ibe  Said  Deed  all  prop- 
erty. Title,  Eatste  and  Rlj^bl.  that  the  Said  rirantors  ss  Well  for  themselvet  or  tD 
Quality  as  shove  heretofore  had  to  the  Said  Manor  and  Its  Appurtenancea  or  tha 
could  or  ouRht  to  have  1  nany  Manner  or  Ways  Whataoever,  as  by  the  Bald  Indentut 
In  the  Hands  and  Cuatody  of  the  said  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons  folly  App™n: 
by  Means  whereof  the  Said  Nicholas  Bayard  and  tbe  Rest  of  the  then  prtsal 
Eldera  of  the  Said  Dutch  Church  became  Belied  and  poaaesaed  of  the  preailM 
Aforesaid  In  Trust  to  the  uses  and  purposes  Aforesaid; 

AND  Whereas  his  late  Majesty.  King  William  the  Third,  of  Glorious  Memory.  U 
bis  Charter  or  Letters  Patent  under  Ibe  Great  Seal  ot  tbe  Province  ot  New  Tott 
bearing  date  tbe  Eleventh  day  of  May  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thotmBd  81i 
hundred  and  Ninety  Sli.  therein  Reciting  that  hla  Said  Majesty  bad  been  nfonndkr 
the  Humble  Petition  of  his  loving  sutOects,  Ibe  then  Minister,  Eldera  and  Dcuoai 
of  the  Dutch  Protestant  Colngregatlon  In  the  City  ot  New  York.  prcMntad  to  hit 
■aid  Majesty's  tben  Governor.  In  Counell,  Belting  forth  tlitt  tbey  and  the  Uoiben 


OF  THE  'Statb  or  New  Yobs.  3449 

1768 

Said  CongregatloD  had  at  their  dwd  chirge,  Butit  aod  Erected  a  Church 
he  CIti  of  New  York,  and  the  Same  tOKether  with  the  Cemeter;  or  Church- 
ereonto  AdJOTnlng.  had  Dedicated  to  the  Serrlce  of  God,  aod  that  the; 
lODg  Other  tbluga.  Seized  Id  their  Demenee  a>  ot  fee.  In  Bight  of  their  Said 

of  and  Id  the  Said  Cbareh  and  dlTera  Ueaauagea,  BnlldiDga.  Lands,  Tene- 
id  Hereditament!,  and  Alao  of  aod  Id  a  certain  Manor  commonlr  called  and 
17  the  Name  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  lylnji  and  being  In  the  ConntT  of 
Iter  to  the  Eastward  of  Harlem  Blver  near  unto  King*  Bridge,  as  Alao  of 
.  Certain  parcell  of  Meadow.  Number  one,  Scltnate,  Ijlng  and  being  on  Said 
BlTer,  near  tbe  Said  Manor  of  Fordham.  beslnnlog  In  the  middle  of  a  point 
ortb  ot  Cregters  bouee,  beyond  or  AboTe  tbe  Small  Cove  that  Ilea  Abore  the 
i»t,  and  Sontbweat  In  EacleiD  Blver.  aod  Extenda  (urtber  Northward  to  the 
17  wbere  the  Wooden  Bridge  Ilea : 

lat  In  their  said  I'etltloD  the;  Prayed  bis  Said  Majesty's  Grant  and  Con- 
I  of  all  and  ererj  the  premises,  and  that  he  would  be  gracloasly  pleated  to 
:in  and  their  SuccetBora  forever  Capable  In  tbe  law  to  hold  and  Bnjoy  the 
'  Incorporating  them ;  And  that  in  Consideration  thereof  bU  Said  Majeity 
Ming  Willing  Id  Particular  farour  to  their  Pious  pnrpoaea.  and  to  Secure 
I  their  Bucceaiors  In  the  free  Eierclse  and  Enjoyment  ot  all  their  SItII  and 
1  Bights,  and  to  preaerTe  them  and  their  Succeasota  that  liberty  of  Worabip- 
accordlDg  to  tbe  Conatltatlona  aud  dlrecllona  of  tbe  Beformed  Cburchea  In 

approved  and  Instituted  by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort  did  thereby  In- 
!  them  and  grant  unto  them  and  their  Successors,  free  liberty  of  holding 
ying  the  premises,  Exercising  their  Said  Religion  and  Manner  of  Worahlp: 
10  power  to  have,  take.  poHeae.  Acquire  and  Purchase  Lands,  Tenementa  and 
menti,  or  any  Goods  or  Chatties,  and  the  Same  to  Lease,  Grant  Demlae. 
irgalD,  Sell  and  dtepose  of  at  their  own  WIN  and  Pleasure,  as  other  bit 
I  lelge  People  or  any  other  Corporation  or  Body  Politick  wltbln  tbe  Realm  of 
or  this  Province  of  New  Tork  may  lawfully  do.  over  and  Above  tbe  Rents. 
'enementa,  Meaauagea.  Manors  and  Hereditaments  thereby  Settled  on  the 
poratlon  and  their  BucceaBore.  not  exceeding  Ibe  yearly  Value  of  Two  Hon- 
iDds.  Current  Money  of  New  York. 

r  the  better  ordering  and  Well  managing  tbe  Affairs  of  their  Said  Corpora- 
e  Should  he  Four  Elders  and  Four  Deacons  from  time  to  time  Conatltuted, 
nd  Chosen,  out  of  the  Membera  of  the  Said  Dutch  Church  Inbabltlng  within 

of  New  York  for  the  time  being.  In  sneh  manner  and  form  as  Is  therein 
d,  As  in  and  by  the  Said  in  part  Recited  Charter  or  Letters  Patent,  the 
of  which  la  Now  in  the  hands  and  Custody  of  ttie  Said  Minister,  Elders  and 

And  It  la  alao  Remaining  of  Record  In  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  Province 
fork.  By  means  whereof,  and  of  all  AND  Singular  tbe  premises  Aforesaid, 

Minister.  Elders  and  Descans  became  Seized  and  Possessed  of  the  Said 
id  PremiBes.  and  have  Accordingly  held,  used  and  possessed  the  Same,  and 
).  And  by  virtue  thereof  hold  and  Enjoy  tbe  Same,  and  Receive  and  take 
I.  Issues  and  Profits  thereof  Accordingly  : 

'HBBEA8  tbe  Congregation  of  the  Said  Beformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church 
ind  for  many  Years  past  batb  been  greatly  Increased,  sad  became  Vastly 
s.  Insomocb  that  they  have  been  Obliged  to  Bnlld  one  other  large  Church 
ty  of  New  York  which  Is  Comtnonly  Called  and  Known  by  tbe  Name  ot  tbe 
cb  Charcb ;  by  means  whereof  tbey  have  been  obliged  to  Retain  and  keep 
'  Number  of  Ministers.  Generally  three,  and  Some  times  four,  to  perlorm 
?rvlce  In  their  Bald  Churches,  and  to  be  at  a  fnrtber  Considerable  Expense 
ling  other  Offlcers,  as  Clerks.  Sextons  and  otberwise.  So  that  Ibelr  Annual 

Is  now  Very  Considerably  Increased  : 

'□BRRAS  the  Bald  Manor  bath  been  a  Continual  Charge  and  Eipence.  and 
lal  BentH  and  Incomes  thereof  are  but  Inconsiderable,  and  have  fallen 
hort  In  Answering  the  Ends  proposed  thereout,  to  Support  the  Ministers  Of 

Chnrcbes :  Aod  Whereas  It  Is  Conceived  that  the  Value  of  the  Lands  and 
'  the  Said  Manor  will  from  the  Continual  Waste  of  the  Timber  and  Im- 
ng  the  Grond  by  tbe  Tenants,  who  hsie  but  Smsll  Farmes.  ratber  Mmlnlsh 
reaae  In  Value,  and  that  If  the  Same  Coald  be  Sold,  tbe  Moneys  Arising  by 
e  eonid  be  disposed  ot  In  Purcbaalng  and  Improving  other  Lands  and  Beal 
ir  the  use  and  beneflt  of  tbe  Said  Cborch.  which  woaid  much  better  answer 
I  designs  of  the  Donor  towards  providing  for  a  Maintenance  tot  the  Minis- 
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ten  o(  the  8ald  Churcb  :  But  Somr  Doubt  and  dispute  hsrios  artKn  abmt  tk 
Construction  of  the  Will  of  tbe  SsJd  CDroelliiB  Sleeawyck.  and  the  8«>ena  mm 
CoDTerBQce  as  Aforeuld,  under  the  Same,  whether  the  Said  lllDlslet*,  Eldm  atf 
Deacon*  are  fallr  Veated  with  and  ran  legsll;  Sell  and  dlepoae  of  the  Same.  wlOitf 
Ui«  aid  of  an  Act  for  that  porpose : 

Therefore,  to  Aiold  all  double  and  Scruples  of  that  Natnre,  the/  haTi  bj  tW 
hamble  FelillOD  to  the  General  AsaeBiblT  Prajed  leare  to  bring  Id  >  BUI  to  BBlii 
them  to  aell  and  dispose  of  their  Said  Manor  and  olber  tbe  purpoaea  thereto  lis- 

AND  WHEREAS  proof  hath  been  made  before  his  Hononr,  the  Llentenanl  Oers- 
nour  In  Council,  and  Entered  la  tbe  Cauni-ll  Book,  that  PuHick  NotlOeatloai  «l  Ot 
Bald  Petitioner's  Intentions  to  Apply  (or  this  Act.  have  been  made  In  tbe  PuW  it 
Westchester  where  ibe  premliteB  Up  for  three  SDDda;B  and  mote.  SaccenlnlT.  Mtn 
tbe  Presentation  of  their  !<ald  PetltloD  Pursuant  to  bis  Majestr's  Bojal  loMtzoMmt 
(or  Ibat  purpose:  AND  W'IIEREA»  tbe  Ssld  Dutch  Ctaurch  was  one  of  tbe  Htst  nt 
upon  the  SorrendFr  of  (be  Gorernmenl.  tbe  onlr  Nalloaal  Church  In  the  Fnrbet 
and  the  Cangrefcatlon  tbereof  bare  Alwajts  d  Is  t  Id  mils  bed  ttaeiDBelTei  as  Dntltill  u< 
lojat  Subjects  to  bis  Majesty,  and  Lived  peacefully  and  paid  due  SobmisikD  tsth 
GoTemment  and  tbe  laws  of  (be  Province:  and  being  one  of  the  Most  CoaaMsilk 
Congregations  here.  Tbe  Cenersl  Assembly  CoDcelTe  It  highly  Beaaonable  toglittbn 
all  Suitable  EDCOUrasement  In  the  premises  and  In  the  Secure  Enjoyment  <rf  all  HA 
Rellslaus  Rights  and  Prlvlleees. 

BE  IT  TIIEREPHIKB  Rnscled  by  his  Honor,  the  Lieutenant  Goremor.  the  Cood 
snd  the  Qenerel  Assembly,  and  It  li  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  ttm. 
that  from  and  After  tbe  Pubtlcatlou  hereof.  II  Rball  and  may  be  lawfull  to  lad  Kt 
tbs  MlQlslers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  DuUb  Cbarch  K  1t> 
City  of  New  York,  or  their  Successors,  to  Grant.  Bargain  and  Sell  tbe  Bald  UA 
Tenements  and  Premises,  called  tbe  Mnnor  of  Fordbam.  In  the  County  ot  WeatdeM>. 
herein  before  particularly  Mentioned,  with  the  Meadows,  HeredltamtiitB  nl 
Appurtenances  thereunto  belondnjc.  either  In  particular  I'arcells  or  allogetha,  to 
any  Person  or  Persons  whalsoei-er.  and  In  and  for  Sucb  Sum  or  Sum*  al  Miav 
as  they  Sbsll  think  rropT  and  Agree  for.  either  at  jiubllck  or  priTate  Sale  or  Babe 
and  upon  Such  Sale  or  Sates,  to  make.  Give  and  Execute  to  the  Parcbaser  or  hr 
chaaers  thereof,  eond  sud  SufUclent  Deeds  nnd  CnnTeyaDCPs  In  the  Law  ander  ttarir 
Corporation  Seal.  AVhlrb  Sale  and  Sales  So  to  be  made,  Is  and  Shall  be  deenudarf 
adjudged  good  and  effectual  la  tbe  Law.  to  all  Intents,  Constructlnna  and  Patpna 
Whatsoever,  and  as  If  the  iisme  bad  been  actually  Vested  In  them,  snd  as  If  tW 
were  AcliiBlly  Selied  of  and  In  tbe  Snld  Manor  r>f  sn  Absolute  Estate  In  fee  Staph 
or  Inheritance,  by  Virtue  of  (be  Will  of  Ihe  Atorexald  Cornelius  Sletnwyck.  ot  * 
HEREIN  before  Mentioned  Deed  from  the  f>a1d  Ilenrlcus  Selyns  snd  MargsrlU  IH 
wife,  (o  tbe  Said  Colonel  Xlcholas  Bayard,  Captain  Isaac  Van  Vleoine.  Jacob  BotM 
Roelosseu  snd  John  llsriieodlncb  or  either  of  them,  or  by  any  olber  ways  or  Uttm 
Whatsoever,  and  bs  If  the  Same  hfld  Never  been  Appropriated  by  the  Said  CoiaflM 
Steenwyck  and  MsrinirllH  bin  Wife,  or  either  nf  them,  to  any  other  use  or  pnrji*: 
which  Lands  So  Sold,  and  ev.'ry  nr  on.v  ^nrt  nr  r.irrell  thereof  Shall  be  and  (temli 
to  the  Purchaser  and  Purchasers  Ibeieof  and  to  his  her  or  ttaeir  Heira  os'l  AmI^ 
for  Ever. 

AND  be  It  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforeiiald,  that  the  Moneys  ariiW 
by  such  Sale  and  Sales  Shall  not  be  disposed  of  to  any  Secular  use.  but  the  StOf 
Bball  be  Kjpendcd  and  used  In  riirrhaEluB  or  Improvlnj;  Ijinds  and  othft  BmI 
Estate.  In  order  to  Secure  a  better  and  more  l.ircer  Annual  Revenue  or  Incoat- 
towards  Supporting  and  Malntatnluc  of  the  Said  Hutch  Minister  or  Minister!  ol  il» 
Said  Dutch  Churches  and  Congreentlnns  as  near  as  may  be  ABreenble  to  the  WID 
and  Intention  of  (he  Said  Cornelius  Steenwyck. 

And  to  the  end  tbe  Raid  Minister.  Eldere  and  Deacons  may  be  Secure  In  lli(  If 
Enjoyment  of  (heir  Belleloua  P.lchts  and  Privileges,  and  be  the  better  enablfd  (• 
Manage  Ihe  Affairs  snd  BuRlnens  of  Ibeir  Several  Churches  and  Congregations.  BE  fC 
FURTHER  EXACTED  By  the  Authority  Aforesaid,  that  tlie  herein  before  UentlaM< 
Charter,  or  T.,etters  Patent  of  Incorporation,  so  as  Aforesaid  Made  and  glTts  ain 
them  by  his  late  Majesty  King  WlUlam  the  third,  snd  Every  Article,  Mstter,  ClaiM. 
Power.  Privileges  and  tblnga  therein  contained,  are  hereby  Enacted,  Glyen.  Otuttd. 
Approved.  RatlBed  and  Condrmed,  according  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  tbtr*'. 
and  the  woid*  tbereln  contained,  and  that  as  fully.  Amply  and  BSectDally  la  H 
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tfia  Banx  wen  harein  Bepeated ;  ajid  that  the  Said  Mlnlatera,  Elder*  and  Daacona 
anal]  by  TlrtD*  tbereol  have  the  cars,  UsDagement  and  Inapectlon  of  both  tbe  Said 
Chorchea  and  8acb  otbera  aa  the;  maj  hereafter  thick  pFoper  to  Balld  and  provide 
For  tb«  Htnlatera  and  OtBcera  thereof,  and  have  fall  power  and  Aatborltr  for  the 
ItM  and  B<«nUr  Ordering  and  Managing  the  Affalii  of  their  Baid  Chnrchea  on  the 
laja  and  TIMES  of  Election  appointed  b;  their  Charter,  and  according  to  their 
miAl  Coatom  and  Practice,  to  Elect,  Cbaae  and  appoint  Such  a  further  and  greater 
Ntimbcr  of  Elldera,  Deacona  and  other  offlcera.  aa  Shall  be  neceaaarj,  Needful  and 
Convenient  for  the  purpoae,  which  Same  Slderi  and  Deacon*  or  other  offlcera  Bo  to 
M  Elected  Cboaen  and  Appointed  from  time  to  Ume  are  berebr  Added  to  and 
IccUred  to  be  part  of  the  Said  Bod;  Politick,  and  Shall  ha*e  full  power  and 
Inthorlty  to  Act  In  their  Beapectlve  Stations  In  Conjunction  with  them,  aa  tt  ther 
lad  been  Particularly  Named  and  Appointed  In  and  b;  tbe  Said  Charter  or  Letter* 
Pmtent  of  Incorporation,  which  they  are  to  Otnerve  and  Oovern  themselTei  bj, 
iccordlng  to  tbe  true  Intent  and  Meaning  hereof. 

AND  be  It  further  Eaacled  by  tbe  Authority  Aforeaald.  Tbat  over  and  Above  the 
lom  or  yearly  Bent  of  Two  hnndred  Pounds  per  Annam,  Mentioned  In  the  Said 
[luurter  or  Letters  Patent  of  Incorporation,  tbat  tbe  Said  MtDtaters.  Elders  and 
Deacona  of  tbe  Betormed  Protestant  Dutcb  Cbvrcb  of  tbe  City  ot  New  Tork  and 
their  SnccesBors  forever,  by  tbe  Name  Afoceaald  from  henceforth  forever  have  and 
SbAll  liave  fall  power  and  Bight  and  Lawfoll  Authority  to  have.  Take,  Becelve, 
ftcqnlre  and  Purchase  and  nee  and  Enjoy,  Lands  Tenements  and  Heredltamenta 
dooda  and  Chattlea  and  to  E>emlie  Lease  and  Improve  tbe  Said  Lands  Tenemeots  and 
RercdIlAments  and  nie  and  Improve  Sacb  Ooods  and  Chatties  to  the  benedt  ol  the 
nld  Church  and  other  Pious  uses.  Not  Exceeding  One  Thonsand  Pounds  Sterling. 
Tearly  Bent  or  Income,  any  Law  Usage  or  Custom  to  tbe  Contrary  hereof  In  any 
Viae  Motwlthstandlng;  And  It  Shall  and  may  be  lAwfnll  for  the  Bald  Minister, 
Bldtta  and  Deacons  and  their  Bnceessors  to  Amend  and  Adorn  their  Said  Chnrcbea, 
tltar,  Ehilarge  or  Amend  tbe  Same  or  an;  iiart.  And  also  to  Purchaae  or  Build  more 
Churches,  Convenient  Houses  and  Gardena,  for  tbeir  Ulnliters  and  other  ODcers  tor 
tfi*  time  being,  and  to  Amend  and  Repair  the  Bame  aa  Occasion  may  Bequlre.  PRO- 
VTDBD  ALWAYS  that  this  Act  nor  anythlag  therein  Contained  Shall  be  of  Force 
iBtll  bis  most  Sacred  Majesty  Shall  be  Qraclously  pleased  to  give  his  Boyall  assent 


PBOTIDBD  ALLBO  that  Notblng  herein  before  Cootalned  Sball  be  Coastreued  or 
taken  to  Bar  the  BIgfat  or  Claim  of  bis  Majesty,  bis  heirs  or  Successors,  or  and  Body 
Potltiek  or  Corporate,  ot  in  or  to  the  Said  Manor  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof, 
bm  tbat  the  same  be  hereby  Saved  and  Beserred  onto  them  Beapectlvely  and  tbat 
Uie  Jnat  Bight  and  Pretention  of  all  and  every  other  Person  or  Persons  whatioever, 
of  In  or  to  tbe  Seme  or  any  part  thereof,  be  and  hereby  Is  Also  saved  and  Beserved 
to  them,  Elicept  the  aforesaid  Cornelius  Steenwyck  and  Margarita  his  wife,  Henrlcua 
Belyna  and  Hargarlta  bis  Wife.  Colonel  Nicholas  Bsysrd,  Captain  Isaac  Van 
Vlecqne,  Jacob  Boelen  Boelesseo  and  John  HariMtndlnch  and  every  of  them  and  all 
Peraona  claiming  by  from  or  under  them  or  any  of  tbem. — Colonial  Lawi  of  3^e<o  Torlt, 
rat.  llL  pp.  >83-Wl. 

Bee  original  Charter,  Vol.  11,  page  U3S  and  following,  of  tbi*  Work. 

Thd  Chuech  Off  New  York.     Manoe  of  Fobdham.     (Deo. 
1753  i) 

Po  tbe  Hon.  James  De  Lancey.  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  Id  Chief  In 

and   over  tbe   Province   of  New   Vark,   and   Terrltorlea   depending  thereon   In 

America:    Tbe  Humble  Address  of  tbe  Mlnlatera.  Elders  and  Deacons  ot  tbe 

Beformed  Protestant  Dntcb  Cbnrches  of  the  City  of  New  York,    May  tt  please 

yonr  Honor: 

Wa  the  Minister*,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  tbe  Beformed  Protestant  Dutch  Chorcbes 

>t  tba  City  of  New  York,  beg  leave  to  express  the  grateful  sense  we  have  of  your 

Honor's  ready  disposition  to  promote  the  Interest  of  our  churches,  and  to  return 

roar  Honor  nor  moat  bearty  tbanka  tor  your  assent  to  an  Act  paa*ed  the  last  scs- 

ilOD,  to  BBsble  as  to  sell  and  dispose  of  our  lands.  tenemeBts  and  hereditaments  In 

Iba  County  ot  Weatchester.  commonly  called  and  known  by  tba  name  of  tbe  Manor 

75  , 
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of  FordhoiD.  and  tor  grsntlug  us  •ouie  further  libcrtlfs  and  prirllena  tor  the  li«W 
manaiiemeDt  of  our  uttulm  and  tbe  n-cll-orderiDK  of  onr  chnrchc 

This  kind  iDdulBeuci.  of  tUe  Leglslflture  we  tnal  iball  alwaja  b*.  Tb«  Art  li  D« 
to  take  effect,  ootll  nuoli  Ume  as  li  recelvfs  tbe  approUatton  of  oor  moat  Qndn 
Sovereign.  W  e  liumbly  requeit  iLe  favor  of  your  Honor'a  iDielut  with  the  mlililil 
■t  home,  that  this  Acl  iimr  be  m-ommended  lo  hli  Sacred  Majeatr  for  hU  Will 
aanut.   This,  Sir,  wHl  add  ■  new  obllgaUoD  la  Ibou  wherein  w»  are  already  boiDd. 

And  that  the  Almlgbly  God  may  Bbaiiaanllj  reward  yonr  Honor,  ihall  bt  Ik 
conalant  prayer  of 

Your  Honor's  most  dDtifnl  and  obedient  aemaU. 

„,„,, Big  HoKOK's  Answer. 

1  thank  you  for  this  tddrem.  I  readily  gave  my  auent  to  the  Act  you  taenlM, 
l>elng  persuaded  It  would  be  of  service  to  your  cbnreh.  Aod  aa  I  am  conrlnecd  tm 
the  prtuclplea  yoo  ppofeaB,  that  you  will  uae  the  fortber  llberttea  luid  ptItII«* 
granted  to  your  church  for  promoting  Religion  and  Loyally,  r  shall 
Act  for  his  Uajetty-B  most  gracloDi  approbation. 


Note  om  tub  Manor  of  Fohdham,  the  Pbopeett  of  the  Refokmb 
DtJTOH  Chubch  of  New  York. 

For  a  gCDenl  history  of  the  Mauon  In  New  York,  see  acbarTs  History  ot «» 
Chester  County.  ISBS.  Therein  la  found  ■  map  of  Che  Uanon  In  Westchester  Conly, 
and  an  elatiorate  history  of  most  of  those  Uanora.  That  of  "  Colen-Donek"  <t 
"Adrian  van  der  Douck's  Colony"  Is  found  on  page  td,  seq.  Be  n-aa  atyled  by  tki 
Director  and  Uouucll  "the  Yoncker".  which  Is  a  corruption  of  Jonkhecr,  "a  pmt 
gentlemaD."  and  which  Is  perpetuated  lu  tbe  oamc — Tonkrrt. 

Vander  Donck  died  In  l«6.  Od  Del,  sth,  the  title  (o  bis  estate  wsa  eoaOn^i,  If 
OoT.  Nicolls.  to  Hogh  0*^'c■le  ahd  Mary,  bis  wife,  tbe  latter  baring  beta  TatfB 
Doack'a  widow.  She  wsa  Ihe  daughter  ot  Rev.  Francis  Doughty  of  Floahlng.  Oi 
Oct.  SO,  ISCC.  a  mUo  was  made  of  this  estate  to  Ellas  Donghly  of  Plnahlog.  a  bntkM 
of  Mia.  O'Neale.  fn  IWI  he  began  to  sell  It  In  parcels,  one  ot  the  flrat  sales  bdagN 
John  Archer.  Fonr  years  later,  Nov.  13.  IfiTl.  Archer's  pnrehase,  with  some  lOlsh- 
Ing  parcels,  waa  erected,  In  bis  favor.  Id(o  Ibe  MANOR  OF  FOBDHAU,  by  0*>- 
etnor  Lovelace,  aeilng  under  James,  the  Dnhe  of  York  and  Albany.  Thla  UaiB 
was  a  parallelogram,  einbmolng  land  between  ihe  Harlem  rivet  and  the  Bronx; » 
tbe  Harlem  extending  from  m-ar  Kings  Bridge  lo  a  little  aoutb  of  the  preaeot  Hl^ 
Bridge;  and  on  the  Ilroni,  from  Williams  Bridge  lo  West  Fanns.  It  contaJnet  torn 
or  nve  square  miles,  and  was  the  oldest  of  Ibe  Weatcbester  Manors.* 

The  patent  which  Archer  revived  fmm  Gnremor  Lovelace  In  IS7],  sayi.  CMoero- 
Ing  church  malien:  That  when  there  ahouia  t>e  a  sumcient  number  or  inhauian 
In  the  town  of  Fordham.  and  In  tbe  Manor,  capable  of  maintaining  a  mlnlater.  sal 
to  carry  on  public  allalia.  tbe  neighboring  inhabltanta  belweea  the  Harlem  and  tkt 
Bronx  sbould  bo  obliged  to  contribote  toward  the  maintenance  of  tbe  mlnlitsrtal 
otber  public  charge*. 

•There  were  six  of  these  Freehold  Manora,  (not  Feudal  Uanora),  bl  WfMchHtK 


a  follows: 

r  of  Fonlhaio,  aa  above,  granted  Nov 


County, 

i.  The  Manor  of  Fetbam,  between  linlchluson  Creek'and  the  Sound.  (pni«ha«(d  st 
were  all  tbe  English  Manors),  and  granted  to  Thoa.  Pell,  by  Oor.  Dongan.  actM 
under  King  James  II.    Date  Oct.  3,  1GS7. 

i.  The  Manor  of  FblllpaboiDngb,  mnnlng  from  the  moutb  of  the  Harlem,  tUt 
the  Hudson,  to  Crotou  Point,  and  extending  eastward  to  the  Biddi,  granted  t» 
Frederick  PhlUpse,  by  Gov.  Fletcher,  acting  under  WMliaiD  and  liaTT.  Dmttt  in* 
U,  ItM. 

*.  The  Manor  of  Morrliania,  south  of  tbe  MsQor  of  Fordham,  between  the  Baiha 
and  the  Bronx,  sud  extending  south  to  Ibe  Bound,  granted  to  Lewis  Uonli.  V 
Gov.  Fletcher,  under  William  III,  Jnne  IT,  IGST. 

i.  The  Manor  of  Cortlanir  running  fror  "    ■  - 
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Archor  soon  leased  most  of  his  farms  to  different  parties.  In  1C71  the  leases  began 
to  stipulate  that  the  rents  should  be  paid  to  Cornelius  Steenwyck,  his  secretary, 
l^or  OB  early  as  Sept.  11,  1669,  Archer  had  given  a  mortgage  on  his  lauds  to  Steen- 
wyok  for  eleven  hundred  guilders,  to  be  paid  in  wampum.  Additional  mortgages 
'Were  given  htm  In  1671  and  1676. 

But  Archer  was  arbitrary  in  his  rule  over  his  tenants,  and  they  found  great  fault 
'^'Ith  him.  In  1673,  the  tenants  made  complaint  to  Governor  Colv.e  and  his  councillor, 
Steenwyck,  and  obtained  the  right  to  nominate  six  magistrates  of  the  Reformed 
Religion,  half  of  whom  should  be  Dutch,  out  of  whom  the  Governor  would  choose 
tliree  for  the  Manor.  Archer  agreed  to  this  on  condition  that  he  should  retain  his 
lands.  Numerous  suits  were  subsequently  brought  against  him,  and  execution  was 
Allowed  against  his  personal  property.  He  died  in  1680,  and  shortly  after  the  entire 
^anor,  by  foreclosures  of  mortgages  or  otherwise,  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Oomelins  Steenwyck  of  New  York  City.  On  Nov.  20,  1684,  (see  document  under  this 
«Aate)  Steenwyck  and  wife,  by  form  of  "pre-legacy'\  bequeathed  their  interests  in 
the  Manor  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  City.  Steenwyck  died  within  a  year, 
And  his  widow,  on  Sept.  16,  168&,  formally  transferred  these  rights  to  the  said 
Church.  The  Consistory  accepted  the  same,  on  the  same  date,  on  condition  that  the 
^rldow  would  clear  the  Manor  of  all  claims.  On  Oct.  16,  1688,  the  son  and  only  heir 
of  Archer,  for  a  consideration,  gare  a  quit  claim  to  Mn.  Steenwyck.  In  1686,  Mra. 
Steenwyck  married  domine  Henricns  Selyns,  the  minister  of  said  church,  and  on 
Jan.  1,  lflM-5,  (see  document  under  said  date)  they  conveyed  the  said  Manor,  to  the 
«lden,  and  tbelr  successors,  as  trustees,  in  behalf  of  said  Dutch  Church  of  New 
^oxlL  The  names  of  the  elders  in  1696  were  0)1.  Nich.  Bayard,  Capt  Isaac  Ver- 
inilye,  Jacob  Boelen  Roelofson,  and  John  Harpendinck.  This,  no  doubt,  hastened 
the  efforts  of  that  church  to  secure  a  charter,  which  was  accomplished  on  May  11, 
After  holding  the  Manor  for  about  sixty  eight  years,  they  secured  an  Act  on 
;.  12,  1763  to  allow  them  to  sell  It.  It  had  been  a  constant  source  of  annoyance, 
mjaA  the  Income  from  It  was  not  rery  great;  and  as  it  was  given  for  the  support  of 
"ttie  ministen  of  said  church,  (and  the  expenses  of  the  church,  with  new  buildings 
and  additional  ministers,  had  greatly  increased,)  it  was  believed  that  the  moneys 
axislng  from  the  sale  of  the  Manor  could  be  far  more  usefully  employed,  in  purchas- 
tng  and  Improving  other  lands  which  would  much  better  answer  the  pious  designs 
4>f  the  donor;  therefore,  they  sought  this  special  Act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State 
Id  enable  them  to  sell.  Notice  of  the  Consistory's  application  for  this  Act  was 
firen  for  three  Sundays  previously,  in  the  Manor  Church.  The  privilege  was  accord- 
tnglj  given  them  to  sell  the  Manor  in  one  or  more  lots  and  to  execute  sufficient 
deeds,  the  moneys  to  be  used  only  for  the  purpose  Indicated.  Their  Charter  was 
also  now  re-afflrmed,  the  privilege  of  enlarging  their  Consistory  given  them,  as  well 
as  general  liberty  of  action  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  their  churches;  and  their 
right  of  income  raised  from  two  hundred  pounds  New  York  money  (1696)  to  one 
thousand  ponnds  sterling,  (1763). 

KOTB  OIT  THE  EaKLY  ChXJECHES  OF  WESTCHESTER  CoUNTY,  N.  Y. 

Tbe  Manor  of  Fordham  formally  became  the  property  of  the  Dutch  Church  of 
New  York  In  1694.  That  region  was  chiefly  in  possession  of  Reformed  Dutch  people. 
This  was  Tirtnally  acknowledged  in  the  Patent  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  to 
Archer  In  1671.  The  Patent  only  stipulated  that  when  there  was  a  sufficient  number 
of  people,  they  should  be  obliged  to  contribute  toward  the  maintenance  of  their 
mio later,  and  other  necessary  charges.  This  did  not  establish  any  one  sect,  although 
eoming  from  an  English  Governor,  but  left  it  to  the  people.  In  1693,  the  Ministry 
Act  divided  Westchester  0>unty  into  two  parishes,  but  no  denomination  was  men- 
tioned In  the  Act.  The  French  Church  of  New  Rochelle  had  already  been  in  exist- 
ence since  1688.  The  two  parishes  mentioned  were  called  Westchester  and  Rye.  The 
Parish  of  Westchester  embraced  Westchester,  Eastchester,  Yonkers,  and  the  Manor 
of  Pelham,  and  the  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  Peters  was  at  once  founded  at  West- 
cbester.  The  Parish  of  Rye  embraced  the  towns  of  Rye,  Mamaroneck  and  Bedford, 
and  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Rye  was  at  once  founded.  This  division  into  these 
two  parishes,  did  not,  however,  practically  Interfere  with  the  preferences  of  the 
people  In  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York. 
That  OoDSlstorj  established  a  Reformed  Church  at  Fordham  in  1696,  the  very  year 
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In  which  It  Becured  its  charter,  ■□<]  If  tha  tnlDor  data  are  comet,  on  tba  mjtit 
that  charter  wu  «]ga«I;  but  it  wai  probabt;  onlj  a  dependeuc;  ol  Uke  cit;  ckmct, 
notll  UOt.  A  French  mlnliler,  Bst.  John  MoDtalKiie,  began  at  once  ta  lapplr  tUi 
chnnili  In  l6Rt,  but  how  long  he  coDtlaned.  [a  not  known.  Rev.  Henrtcna  B^  omj 
have  TiBlted  It  before  he  went  to  Holland  In  1708,  as  be  wai  about  thli  tbne.  pa- 
■□■ded  by  Col.  Lewli  Morris  to  go  to  Enslaod  and  receive  Eplacopal  ortlliitUia. 
Rev.  John  Peter  ^retard  was  iMiitor.  1T12-U.  It  woa  then  mpplled  bj  Bluemi,  n 
the  other  Collegiate  Church  mlnlBtera  until  the  R 
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Church  of  Jamaica  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  1753. 
Portfolio  "  Kew  York  ",  Vol.  U.     Extracts,  Vol.  zxui:  458. 

Very  Reveteod  Fathers  la  Christ:— 

We,  the  conililorlca  oC  the  Church  of  Jesua  Cbrtst  at  Jamaica,  (etc!)  fonocd  kf 
the  Rev.  Coetos,  and  declared  to  lie  legal:  baring  leqneited.  obtained  and  siMt>- 
rull7  naed  our  oulboritr  and  Ubertf  !□  callloE  a  nilnliter.  did  In  October  UM,  tai 
four  Eters.  a  letter.  Wu  had  snob  confldonee  In  Ibc  rlghteonsneai  of  our  MBM  iM 
the  aatborlly  of  the  Itcv.  Coetai,  that  we  did  cot  cren  tblnk  oC  troabUng  jon  Btrt 
with  reports  of  thli,  Rnmoni  from  a  dlilance,  however,  have  alirmed  u.  (S«bi 
of)  oat  party  Is  alrend;  turnlag  back.  'Wf  have  BtUl  to  Croaa  tbe  sea.  Ws  tUit 
w«  bare  rcaaon  tu  comiilaln  of  tbelr  Irregular  conduct. 

1.  We  And  II  hard  that  they  did  not  proleat  against  na  In  Claasla  or  Coetni  Um 
jenn  ago,  wben  we  were  orgaiilied  In  naniH  and  by  authority  of  the  Bev.  ( 
They  made  objection  a^ulUKt  one  of  our  number  ohosen.  occualog  hlm,  thongh  ml 
on^iatly.  of  mlscooiluct.  Aa  Ihey  sold  thai  they  bad  nothing  agalnat  the  otfaen.  ■• 
left  him  unlnslalled.  and  took  It  for  grunted,  then,  that  they  h 
recognized  us.  True,  fire  or  six  of  titem  went  to  work  In  the  chareh  In  a  nOe 
higb-handed  muucer,  taking  puBBeaslon  of  the  pulptt,  a  procedlng  which,  nelthrril 
that  time  nor  since  bu  met  with  {furiual)  ccrleBlastlCBl  opposition.  Bat  now,  tUt 
we  have  made  a  call,  fo  loug  a  time  ufler  oat  sppolutmeni,  they  hope  at  lean  B 
delny  matters.  Recently  tlicy  oppenred  In  tbe  Coelua  opposing  na  with  a  pmM 
agalnat  tbe  call  made.  We  heard  of  It  and  asked  to  know  what  It  wu  tbry  M 
agnlnst  It.  They  then  withdraw  tbclr  protest;  bat  when  the  Coetns  la  abon  ts 
adjouru.  they  seud  word  again  that  Iheir  protest  must  atand.  Tbe  Coelni  IhM 
appoints  a  Couimltiee  to  reply  to  It.  For  t 
the  Committee  goca  In  pereoii  to  pet  II.  I 
tunlly  tor  semilog  Ictierg  la  past.  It  is  ham 

2.  We  Qnd  It  difficult  to  appear  with  tbcm  In  court,  as  we  do  not  have  the  mat 
advnntuRe.  We  are  of  opinion  that  we  must  Dot  eicretse  oar  own  Judgement,  bit 
subject  ouraelvpB  to  tbe  Jndei'ment  o(  tbe  Coctua.  wllh  the  rigbt  of  further  cub- 
ical or  ecclesiastical  appeal.  Tbey.  on  the  contrary,  have,  evidently,  other  l*»ai 
For  four  yeara  alrendy  have  they  been  under  tbe  coudemnntlon  of  the  Rev.  Coeta 
and  Arondeua  boa  never  been  tsettled?)  berelotore  In  Qaeeua  County;  and  yet,  U 
one  matter  and  another,  they  have  kept  on  In  Ibclr  own  way.  without  protests 
appeal.  Refer,  for  yourselveH.  to  tbe  pages  of  their  former  lettera.  compostd  tcl 
them  liy  Aroudeua.  as  bis  bundwrllliig  ahowa,  but  signed  by  them.  In  these,  u  *< 
are  Informed,  they  wrote  with  auOlcleDt  iIcllnUenrBB,  (hat  they  were  not  wUtlof  to 
llaten  to  your  Judgeniuut  either,  (aa  well  as  not  lo  tbe  Coetua.)  These  letten  t»t» 
from  IhOBc  Justices  of  the  peace,  and  from  that  pretended  couslsloTy.  We,  en  Ilo 
conlmry,  submit  ouraolvea,  or  sought  an  eccleslaatlcal  remeily,  aa  soon  al  y** 
ordered  us  lo  let  Goelscblus  go.  Although  It  grlered  our  church,  we  submitted.  I> 
Choosing  a  consistory  we  ace  unwilling  to  do  anything  without  aaklng  advlct  of  Ik> 
Rev.  Uoetus;  and  In  maklug  out  a  call,  we  also  take  Its  advice.  It  la  a  part  of  on 
religion  lo  obey  authority,  out  of  di^ferenee  to  the  will  of  God.  It  lj  thelti,  to  It 
ao  when  It  la  to  their  own  proSt:  otbecwise.  not.  Thia  fact  boa.  on  certain  oki- 
alona.  as  we  think,  ted  to  your  treating  them  with  lodulgeoce.  However,  we  Mt 
to  yoor  Beva.,  and  (o  God  who  knows  nil  things,  for  Jnat  treatment. 

3.  It  Is  hard  for  us  to  unite  with  them  In  maUng  out  a  call,  alttiaa^  v*  W 
Invite,  Individually,  all  of  them.    Eevernl  of  them,  bowever,  toM  nm  to  go  ahead: 
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1>eca.DM  meeorOng  to  their  rellgloas  v1««(,  wh«n  a  mlnliter  !■  not  to  their  UUiib, 
•qwdall;  a  be  ttTors  verj  atrlct  pletr,  the;  d§smlu  him,  refusing  the  snpport 
promlMd  blm.  Tbli  was  the  case  with  Btv.  (John  H.)  Ooetacblna.  As  bood  as  the 
Liord  led  him  to  newneaa  of  heart  and  lite,  as  we  hoped,  the;  retused  to  tuppart 
tarn.  The;  thm  accnsed  him  of  a  crime  commuted  Id  the  time  when  he  was  ■ 
mlnlstei  after  their  own  heart.  The  aged  Rev.  FileltngliiirBen.  that  blesaed  Instru- 
ment at  good  Id  the  hand  of  God,  bad  received  HlmllBr  treatment  from  tbeai.  This 
goes  to  ahow  that  the;  are  the  aame  sort  of  people  now  that  the;  were  then.  Tan 
Slndereo,  althongh  {or  other  reaeoni,  experienced  also  something  of  the  same  kind 
ot  IreatmeDt  But  lo  each  csaes  tbe  consdentloas  portion  of  the  church  has  to 
•apport  the  mlolster.  Therefore  we  have  so  made  out  our  call  that  It  will  not 
affect  (be  no  loss  or  beneOt  to)  the  mlnlBter  whether  the;  paj  salary  or  not  Onr 
rellgloDa  views  oblige  ua  to  keep  our  promises. 

4.  W«  find  It  hard  to  bear  a  heai;  accusation.  We  call  It  a  slander  and  a  He. 
Now  the  event.  In  which  we  saw  tbe  sood  band  of  Ood,  Is  this:  GoetschluH  bad 
■tepped  ailde.  Onr  consistory,  organiied  b;  the  aged  Rev.  FrlellnghujBen.  had  also, 
tor  the  reaaoDB  given  b;  you,  upon  yoar  request,  resigned.  The  Secedera  tben. 
wanted  to  force  In  that  offensive  Artaideua;  but  the  conalstor;  was  not  accordiOK 
to  their  mind.  B;  the  band  of  Rev,  du  Bola  the  Coetns  then  sends  as  a  writing 
containing  Ave  articles.  Of  these  the  Seceders  selected  the  flrst.  Our  church 
■MiiiiTilis  One  cries  out  this  thing,  and  another  that  1  until  one  of  the  oldest  ot 
tb*  members.  Tennis  Convert,  said.  "  If  we  periah.  we  perish :  let  us  select  the  same 
wticle,  ODl;  with  tbe  written  addition  of  suttmlsalon  to  tbe  Rev.  Coetus." 

The  Cmamlttee  of  the  Coetc*  accepted  thU  proposition.  Rev.  du  Bolt  mad*  It 
known  to  them  and  to  ua  b;  letter.  We  acquiesced ;  but  they  now  reviled  that  aged 
Mlntater  and  broke  oft.  It  la  this  article  as  we  trutbfuU;  said,  that  the;  did  not 
now  want  to  atand  b;,  while  we  did;  although  tbe;  had  tbemselves  selected  It  tor 
«eatr«UlDg  our  action.  We  stay  b;  the  B«v.  Coetni;  hut  the;  go  awa;  without  n*. 
■nd  fetch  In  Arondeas,  and  he  hurriedly.  Id  one  day.  organised,  out  of  Ibeir  namber, 
•  conalstory.  Their  names,  as  elders,  appear  In  a  call,  wblcb.  If  we  remember 
lllbtly,  la  older  b;  two  months  than  their  eldership.  Remember  what  Bev.  BltiemB 
wrat*  to  yoar  Revs,  aa  to  what  he  himself  aaw  in  Aroodeus'  call.  Thus  easll;,  tbe; 
■•kfl  oat  a  call :  and  we,  althongh  we  have  been  elders  for  four  years  already,  are 
not  Allowed  to  do  tbe  same  wltbont  protesting  against  It.  Now  the  Rev.  Coetas,  or 
their  Committee,  stuck  to  the  flrat  article,  on  condition  of  aobmlasion  (to  the 
Ooctna).  The;  run  away,  and  let  ArondeD*  organise  them  (into  a  ConBlstory)  at 
once,  10  aa  to  be  the  oldest.  And  yet  the;  sa;  that  it  is  we  who  have  made  the 
Co«tnB  believe  lies.  It  makes  but  little  difference  to  us,  what  proceeds  oat  of  their 
riaaderoua  moutha;  as  their  election  and  Installation  by  Arondeus,  before  we  had 
hem  at  all  organised  by  the  Rev,  Coetus,  made  the  Coetus  and  Committee  onder- 
stand  and  realise  that  they  had,  Indeed,  seceded.   Oar  rcqnest  Is  that  the  llara  ba 


t.  Now,  as  regard!  a  church  within  a  church,  we  know  that  that  cannot  be.  Bat 
>  number  of  Secedera  does  not  prevent  a  church  from  rcmalnlag  a  church.  And 
we  leave  It  to  ;oor  Judgment  whether  we  or  the;  are  the  church  ?— we,  who  stood  b; 
Bar.  Ooetschlas,  and  kept  watch  ol  the  church :  and  who,  upon  being  elected  b;  the 
chord),  were  Installed  by  tbe  aged  Bev.  Frtellnghuysen ;  or  the;,  who  suddenly, 
Mthont  waiting,  tor  your  decision,  left  their  seats  of  eldership,  and  refused  lo  pay 
the  aalai;?— we,  who  accepted  your  Judgment,  dropping  Goetachlus ;  and  also  at 
yonr  reqaeot,  dropping  our  legal  consistory,  trhlch  tbe  aged  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen  had 
formed,  and  which  belonged  to  tbe  Coetus  and  held  to  that  article  which  the  othen 
had  flrat  aelected;  or  they,  who  did  not  want  lo  listen  to  you,  who  wllbheld  from 
GoetaeblUB  his  bread  and  salary,  contrary  to  tbe  Judgmmit  ol  tbe  Coetus ;  who, 
abandoned  the  Coetoa,  and  their  own  chosen  article :  yea,  who  forsook  yourselves, 
and  broaght  In  Arondeus,  to  make  a  conslalory  out  of  tbe  worst  elements:  aod  then 
having  called  him,  kept  hlia.  In  opposition  to  every  decision  of  the  Coetas  and 
Claaal*,  because  his  walk  and  tbeirs  accorded  so  well  together;  for  as  the  Coetus 
Bsya,  they  and  he  are  opposed  to  real  heart  piety? 

In  our  jDdgenient,  Iherefore,  WE  did  not  organise  a  church  wllhln  a  chnrcb.  May 
yonr  Beverences  have  a  better  IdCR  also  of  our  Coelus,  tliun  lo  Ihlnk  thai  bII  those 
wlae  tnen  whom  It  sent,  woDld  go  to  work  and  organize  us  into  b  consistory,  tvben 
tha  othen  were  already  the  consistory.  Such  a  tbiug  might  be  thought  possible  of 
some  Inexperienced  ;onth.    But  nooe  ot  our  counir;  people  had  a  hand  In  it.    That 
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the  gnr-balred  Mr.  dn  Eoli.  and  the  eiperlenced  Rltieina.  who  would  neTnbitb 
world  commit  inch  nn  irrvgulorltr.  Bhonld  havp  nrt^oliei]  dh  Into  a  ctnaMatj 
a  part  ot  th«'  chuirb:  IbHl  Is  a  tblus  we  tievfr  defiir?d  or  expected;  nor,  N  hiM 
we  know,  did  aacsx  a  tbonght  erer  occar  to  the  mind  of  the  Coetua.  Wbat  ll  pd- 
vitel;  uld  by  soitif,  for  Ibe  purpose  ot  brvaklDg  our  call,  reata  on  a  dlffercBtln 
Tbli  appear*  from  the  Minute  of  the  laaC  Coetua,  which  holda  the  coniWoiT  ol 
AroDdens  to  be  Illegal.  It  that  ta  not  ao.  let  Iboee  be  pnniahed,  who  hare  n 
tated  na,  poor  IgDomat  people  a  eonslBtory.  Let  those  make  confMaloD.  wbo  dKlU 
ua  the  lesal  Cousialorj-.  and  enve  ca  power  and  help  la  maklDfi  oat  a  calL 

Howerer,  let  tbe  Rer.  Assembly  underatacd  that  v«  are  willing  to  do  aaftU^ 
for  the  aake  of  peace;  yet  we  cannot  conaldcr  It  aa  a  light  matter  to  l«t  oer  " 
later  go  again  for  the  sake  of  our  opponenla.  There  la  the  loaa  of  all  the  npMH 
Incurred;  and  tbeu,  too.  we  would  be  deprived  of  bli  Berrlcea,  aft»T  God  i 
bare  aafelr  brongbt  blm  back  to  as  again;  while  other  churcbea  aometliBM  Iw 
tbeir  minlatera  on  tb<>  great  watere.  Deprlratlou  of  him  now  would  touch  n*  tot 
deeply.  We  do  not  want  to  rebel,  or  make  ibreata:  bot  we  do  waot  to  barali 
catabllahed,  even  to  the  remoleat  comera  of  the  land.  Oar  owa  mnatienna  tMI- 
cate  na.  The  Coetua  JuiIlBea  na.  The  bettered laposed.  among  the  EnglUh  lad  tki 
Oermana,  commend  onr  Bide.  Neoesslty  urgea  Di  to  aeek  a  minliter.  and,  kirlif 
abtalned  one,  to  keep  bim. 

t.  Aa  regarda  tbe  Ctaorcb:  It  la  true  that  Ibey  too  own  aeata  In  It:  but  tha  CbaRt 
beloDga  to  the  legnl  ronBlstory,  for  Ibe  uae  of  a  Heformed  Dutch  mlnlater.  lad  •■ 
bave  been  declared  tbe  legnl  conalalory.  and  they  hare  been  declared  lUefiL  W> 
have  alio  worshipped  God  In  aald  charrh.  wllbani  hindrance,  on  erery  occaikia  tf 
aervlce.  alnce  their  last  fury,  now  more  tban  four  yeara  ago.  Hera.  lUtiemt,  Bitt- 
■on.  Van  Stnderen,  I<ydt,  GoelBcbma.  Vfrbryek  and  both  the  FriellnshoyMna.  kun 
preacbed  thereto;  and  Melnema  bas  also  offered  hit  Kerrlce  therein,  dnrlngonr 
pancy.  We  have  bIeo  the  annual  rental  of  tbe  nilnlaler'i  honae  In  the  rtllu*  °l 
Jamaica;  far  when  tboae  evil  minded  people  brought  ua  before  tbe  EugUih 
they  loat  their  caee. 

Your  Kcva.,  tbea,  have  onr  mnttera  before  you.  Will  you  rondenD  na-yiw 
obedient  aervnnta;  nnd.  contrary  to  all  order,  Jiiatlfy  Ibe  rebellions?  Will  you  CO 
demn  ua,  wbo  have  been  conatltutiHl  (the  conalatory)  by  the  Rev.  Coetna.  and  ■! 
bare  done  nolblDg  without  Its  advice  aod  approval?  and  legalised  those  wbo,  agilul 
all  good  order,  have  bo  long  etubbornly  rehelkd?  Bball  our  teara  and  petltlou  it 
rejected,  tbelr  nbiinlve  nnd  lying  wordB  be  ncceptcd,  and  we,  for  a  length  of  UbEi 
be  deprived  of  all  ttlliMoua  nerricPB?  Shall  not  then  tbe  erll-dlapoaed  become  boMn, 
and  the  good  despandentl  Will  not  favor  shown  tbem  cause  every  one  to  di 
the  Coetua  and  to  net  according  to  bla  onn  plPnaurcT  We  tberefore  expect  tlut 
your  Revs.,  by  reiison  of  your  great  watchfulnpas  and  dcaire  for  ZIon'a  welfarp 
In  tbeee  uttermo&t  parts  of  the  world,  will  not  put  us  on  the  asme  level  with  lit 
disobedient-  If,  bowerer,  oncTpcctcd  by  ub,  we  should  have  been  condemned  tx  1 
this  letter  could  have  been  of  bcitIcp,  wc  apitsl  from  you.  to  you,  It  we  mit  M  I 
apeak;  ^rom  you,  wbo.  Ilirougb  our  Inesin'rleiico,  hiive  not  rcxlvcil  iiiltlcknt  11(1'  i 
on  these  matters;  to  you.  wbo  must  have  sufflolenl  light  now.  Althougb  we  WW 
late,  may  It  not  be  too  late;  (or  our  way  lies  far.  For  the  rest,  aa  we  hive  bNa. 
BO  we  nlsb  further  to  shon  ourselves  to  t>e.  O  ('atbera.  your  obedient  serraati.  tkt 
•ufferinz  cbnrch  of  Jamaica. 

fBlbert  Hogelaeot 
Jooat  Da  rye 
TenneuB  Coorert 
Deacona  I  Jeronemna  RapaUe 
'  Kom.  N'otstnat 
Done,  December,  ITGS. 

NOTE :  ■'  Thb  Independent  Keflectob  "  and  othxr  Papers  or  int-L 
After  William  Llrlngaton  bad  published  his  flt(y-two  Articles,  one  each  w«A 
during  t7B3,  in  "Ttic  /adrpind'Trt  Prflrclor,  rclntlnjt  to  various  policies  of  Chsld 
and  State,  bis  paper  was  suppressed  by  exciting  feara  in  tbe  printer.  He  tbea  wnts 
an  elaborate  Preface  to  those  flfly-two  Articles,  and  reprinted  them  all,  with  a  Vat 
PrelBce.  Bnch  a  bound  volume  was  purchased  by  tbe  writer  (B.  T.  C.)  at  the  ■!• 
of  Henry  C.  Murphy's  Library,  and  Is  now  In  tbe  Sage  Library  at  New  Bnmfwkk 
K.  J. 
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In  thU  PtcAm*  h*  refen  to  tbe  great  oppo^tloit  wblch  hli  krtlelM  bad  met  witb 
trom  the  offlfUli  of  tbe  daj;  to  the  difference  between  ceiemooUllam  and  pur* 
rellKton:  to  tbe  etreagtb  of  traditional  prejadlceai  yet  hli  arm  belief  ■□  tbe  triumph 
of  the  ristaL  Be  waa  vlolentlr  attacked  In  manr  Artklea  In  the  New  Tork  Uercurr : 
bat  tn  unknown  friend,  Philo-Btfltelor,  rlndlcHted  blm  for  a  while  In  the  New  Tork 
Oaiette,  ontU  Ita  Milamaa  were  closed  aKnlaat  tbla  writer.  PhOo-RetUxtor  then  Issaed 
a  pamphlet,  atrled  "Tbe  Cra/Mman"  on  LlTlngalon'a  tide  of  the  eontcovermy.  From 
tbla,  LlTlnsMou  glvea  In  thla  Preface,  a  lengthj  extract. 

Bot  soon  another  paper  appeared,  atyled  "The  OneatUiHal  Reverberator".  In 
which  the  frienda  of  an  Dnaectarlan  College  eipreaaed  their  tIcwb.  Bat  after  tha 
laaue  of  onlj  fonr  nambera,  the  prlntera  were  made  afraid  to  print  it.  IilTloKitoii 
alao  In  tbe  aatd  Preface,  pabllahea  a  long  letter  of  hli  to  one  of  the  editori  of  tbe 
UercuTj,  who  waa  a  clergyman,  urging  the  propriety  of  an  Onaeetarian  College,  but 
BO  BDBwer  waa  made  to  It.  He  then  elaborately  argnea  tbe  whole  qneatloD  of  the 
propoaed  College,  In  wblcb  all  the  cbarcbea  were  ao  deeply  Intereated,  and  ahowa 
tbe  Oangera  to  the  Ubertlee  of  the  colony.  If  the  College  ahoold  be  controlled  by  a 
State-Chnrch  party.    (Bee  Bitract  below). 

He  alao  quotea  from  the  aneceaalve  Acta  relating  to  tbe  ralalng  of  funda  for  the 
College,  by  lottery,  a  common  practice  at  the  time,  and  by  tbe  dnty  on  Bzclae.  and 
how  that  money  ought  to  be  controlled  and  need;  that  it  ahontd  not  be  oaed  except 
tr  p«rmtaaton  of  tbe  Leglelatore ;  that  the  Acta  were  defective  aa  to  the  proper 
qnallflcatlona  of  the  truiteea,  etc. ;  and  he  appeala  to  tbe  Dutch  Church,  aa  moat  of 
the  membera  of  tbe  Leglalature  were  of  Dutch  atocfc.  He  emphaalaea  the  Importance 
of  a  free  Academy  or  College. 

Hla  opponent!  had  referred  to  the  effecta  on  the  atodenta  of  denominational  con- 
trol. In  Yale  and  Harrard ;  and  In  the  Preabyterlan  College  In  New  Jeraey;  that  tbe 
•tudcnta  Imbibed  the  rellgloni  aentlmenta  of  their  teachera ;  and  hence  their  preaent 
eppoaltlon  to  the  Church  of  England,  LlTtngaton  tarn*  theae  atatementa  agalnal 
them  aa  a  reaaon  why  the  College  In  New  Tork  should  be  entirely  nnaectarlan,  If  It 
waa  to  be  aapponed  by  pnbllc  funds,  when  nine-tenths  of  the  population  were  of 
other  religious  penuaalona.  He  inggeated  a  form  of  worahlp.  made  up  chiefly  of 
pagmgca  of  Scripture  properly  arranged.  On  any  other  condltlona.  he  declared  the 
College  would  be  destitute  of  etndenta.  Be  here  glvea  a  atatement  of  the  reaaoni 
why  the  Dntch  Church  was  losing  ground.  (See  Extract  below).  These  remarks  were 
all  made  almply  In  the  Interesta  (^  an  Coaectarlan  College,  If  supported  by  the  publle 

At  the  doaa  of  the  Revolution  Mr,  LtTlngaton's  views  became  triumphant,  and  all 
hglalatton  of  an  opposite  character  waa  repealed. 

See  Bedoetntek'i  Ufa  aj  Wm.  lAvingtton:  and  Cormin't  llmntal  of  Keformet 
Okumh,  Ign,  Chap.  Iv;  1101,  Chap.  vlll. 

Extract  phom  the  Preface  of  the  Independent  Reflector. 
On  a  College  in  New  York,  by  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston,  January 

1754. 
Extract. 

"  The  affair  of  the  College  1  considered  as  one  of  tbe  moat  Important  matters  that 
trer  fell  under  the  cooalderatlon  of  onr  Leglalature.  It  will  either  prove  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  or  an  eiecrable  source  of  tbe  keenest  and  most  complicated 
disasters.  It  It  Is  constituted  upon  a  foundation  generous  and  catholic,  there  la 
nothing  we  can  fall  upon  that  will  spread  more  real  felicity  through  the  Province. 
Bat  should  It,  00  tbe  Other  band,  be  made  the  tool  ol  a  faction  anil  an  Instrument 
In  the  bands  of  one  aect  for  the  advancement  of  Itself,  and  the  opprcaslon  of  the 
rest,  what  can  we  expect  from  the  unbridled  lust  of  bigotry  and  auperetltloa,  but 
either  the  deprivation  or  abridgement  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties!  Nor  will 
our  anbjectlon  and  colony-relation  to  Great  Britain  be  a  sufficient  security  against 
ancb  Dntigbleoaa  Invasions,  such  horrible  and  mnttlplled  calamities.  We  have  Indeed 
the  bighaat  reaaon  to  believe,  that  oppreaalons  of  tbla  hind,  wonid,  at  home,  bs 
blaated  and  dlacountenaneed.   But  thither  to  transmit  proper  representatlona  la  dif- 
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flcult,  tedious  and  expensive.  Inhuman  persecutions  hare  been  proMcnted  In  tkr 
plantations,  and  prosecuted  to  astonishing  lengths,  before  the  wished-for  rsdrai 
could  be  obtained.  I  appeal  to  the  bloody  slaughter  of  the  pretended  Wltchcf;  ui 
the  cruel,  the  sanguinary  severities  against  the  Quakers  In  New  England. 

At  present  all  Protestant  denominations  amongst  us.  are  secure  In  the  enjoyment  <l 
their  religious  opinions.  But  should  the  government  of  the  College  be  mmndcnd 
to  any  tribe  of  bigots.  God  knows  how  long  they  will  retain  their  ri^ts  and 
itnmunitieM.  A  corrupt  tree,  says  the  greatest  authority,  hrinfftth  forth  comt^  fnU. 
An  academy  in  so  small  a  province  as  ours,  will  dlfTuse  Its  Inflnence  over  its  whok 
extent.  Every  post  of  honour  and  profit,  will  naturally  be  engrossed  by  persons  who 
have  had  their  education  at  the  public  Seminary ;  so  that  nothing  la  more  probsblt. 
than  that  the  spirit  of  the  College,  will  become  the  spirit  of  the  Colony.  Should 
therefore  any  particular  sect  be  invested  with  the  supreme  rule  in  that  semfaury. 
what  can  hinder  their  indoctrinating  Its  youth  In  the  contracted  principles  of  thdr 
own  party ;  and  what  could  we  expect  from  a  Council  and  Assembly,  under  the 
Influence  of  the  same  religions  doctrine  and  persuasion,  but  a  general  establishMBt 
of  themselves  to  the  suppression  of  the  rest;  or.  at  least  where.  In  thoae  drcBB- 
stances,  will  be  the  security  of  other  denominations  against  those  schocklBg  aid 

dreadful  apprehensions?  

I  have  exhibited  a  Plan  to  render  it  safe  and  prosperous ;  and  I  challenge  tkc 
warmest  of  my  adversaries,  or  any  man  In  the  province  to  evince  his  having  thoiikt 
more  upon  that  topic,  or  done  more  for  the  design. 

I  have  been  charged  with  the  delay  which  has  hitherto  attended  the  ereetloo  of  i 
college,  with  embarrassing  the  projectors  and  inflaming  the  mlnda  of  the  psopii 
against  such  a  seminary.  Against  a  free  College— against  a  College  where  tlie  chil- 
dren of  all  Protestant  persuasions  shall  be  admitted  to  a  perfect  parltj  of  privUcci^ 
against  a  College  where  superstition  shall  not  make  his  gloomy  abode,  nor  peraseirtka 
nnfurl  his  bloody  standard— I  have  written  not  a  word.  Of  the  necessity  of  sack  t 
Society,  I  entertain  the  most  exalted  opinion ;  nor  does  any  man  more  ardently  kMg 
for  so  excellent  an  establishment  An  undertaking  so  glorious  cannot  be  too  vlfor- 
onsly  prosecuted.  If  any  adversaries  mean  by  the  charge,  that  I  have  prevented  tti 
execution  of  the  before  mentioned  little,  dirty,  contracted  party  project  I  am  so  fv 
from  inclining  to  exculpate  myself,  that  I  wish  I  had  still  stronger  reasons  tt 
flatter  myself  with  being  the  instrument  of  such  extensive  utility  to  my  eoanUj. 
Those  who  were  concerned  in  that  ungenerous  scheme  began  the  calomny  of  ay 
aversion  to  the  founding  an  academy,  and  'tis  they  who  impute  the  delay  of  it  to  ay 
papers,  In  order  to  raise  against  them  the  general  odium,  and  weaken  an  Inflnoaee 
repugnant  to  their  Iniquitous  machinations.  But  at  their  door  lies  the  slow  proteci 
tlon  of  this  momentous  afTair.  For  had  they  not  attempted  to  engross  Its  govtfi- 
ment  Into  their  hands,  there  would  have  been  no  ground  for  the  opposition  I  ezdted; 
nor  would  the  jealousies  and  bickerings  now  subsisting,  have  arisen  amongst  at. 
If  a  free  constituted  College  is  such  a  one.  for  which  alone  we  should  wish,  such 
as  will  be  a  real  blessing  to  the  Province,  such  a  one  alone  for  which  the  peoide 
are  to  be  loaded  with  a  general  Tax :— then,  an  opposition  to  a  partial  one  was  evi- 
dently requisite  to  expedite  its  progress ;  and  to  them  only,  who  flung  this  ohstidc 
In  the  way,  are  to  be  ascribed  the  tardy  procedures  and  present  commotions.  It  vrtt 
a  certain  information  of  this  narrow-spirited  and  ignominious  contrivance,  that  gave 
rise  to  my  Reflections  on  our  future  seat  of  the  Muses. 

Among  all  the  persons  nominated  for  Trustees  at  a  private  convention,  there  wore 
but  three  Gentlemen  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  one  of  them  residing  so  remote  from 
Jfcw  York,  that  he  could  not  be  expected  to  have  any  considerable  agency.  In  the 
regulation  and  government  of  the  matter.  All  the  rest  were  members  of  the  Chnrdi 
of  England,  and  most  of  them,  though  otherwise  men  of  unblemished  fame,  ntterly 
devoid  of  every  qualification,  to  recommend  them  for  such  a  trust,  save  only  tb^ 
notorious.  Inflexible  bigotry.  Of  such  consisted  the  list.  Their  names  I  conld  men- 
tion, were  it  not  highly  Improper  under  the  disadvantageous  character  I  have  glvci 
them,  and  which  I  know  they  deserve.  This  hopeful  Catalogue  was  presented  to  hit 
late  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton,  with  a  request  to  incorporate  them ;  but  the 
spirit  of  party  politics  which  has  long  been  the  bane,  the  curse  and  the  infamy  of 
the  Province,  proved  in  this  case  luckily  suspicious,  and  rendered  the  project  abortlTe. 
Unaw'd  and  unabashed  to  contrive  it.  and.  since  the  public  abhorrence,  unwilling  to 
confess  It,  the  reality  of  this  strategem  has.  with  unexampled  confidence,  been  made 
a  question  in  full  companies,  even  by  some  of  its  first  projectors  themselves.   Ml 
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tfOTmatlon  Is  from  s  member  of  the  Ageemblf,  bdiI  the  opeo  deelaratloa  o(  anotbet 


I,  who  hid  the  honour  to  be  on  the  tliL    pTlTe.te  as  this  alTalr  v 
id  donbttnl  M  the  verltr  of  the  feet  mar  be  thought,  ;et  tbet  tbere  were 
'  deaUna  to  iibt«lii  the  Qovernment  ot  the  College,  ii  now  apparent  to  the 
orll" 

Sbooitd  ErrKAOT  fbou  Pbefaob  of  thk  IfroEPKHDEKT 

RGFI.EOTOB. 

1)6  Eefonned  Duteh  Church.     Beasons  for  its  Decline.     By 

William  Livingaton,  January  1754. 

"Tbe  too  lon«  eootlDDed  nee  of  the  Dutch  L&Dgiiage 

The  Tlalble  decaj  to  which  thoae  ehnrchea,  no  leae  renerable  for  their  partt;  ol 
octrtne,  dlaelpllne  and  worship,  than  their  antlqaltj  In  tbla  province,  were  aab- 
tet,  ralaed  the  moat  comraJeeratlng  aentlmentB  In  tbe  breaat  of  ererr  lover  of  virtue 
Dd  tme  rellglan.  Their  odm  crowded  usembllei  no«  ecarcelr  eileted,  anve  in  the 
id  remembrance  of  their  primitive  Blor;-  Their  routh,  forECtHns  tbe  religion  ot 
Mir  ancestors,  wandered  In  eearch  of  new  periaaalona ;  and  the  moet  diligent  labora 
[  thOM  who  were  set  over  them,  proved  Ineffectual  to  attach  them  to  the  proteaalon 
I  wUeb  th«j  were  edacated.    These,  Indeed,  were  clrcumatancea  woefal  and  dlatress- 


>  the  cauae  of  thla  melancholy  deeleosloQ.  In  all  the  British 
oloniaB,  as  the  knowledge  of  tbe  Bngllab  tongue  must  neceaaarllr  endure,  and  Instead 
t  dadlnlng,  will  caturallr  become  more  perfect  and  Improved ;  so  every  foreign 
ingnaga,  however  generatly  practleed  end  nnderstood  for  a  time,  mnst,  at  length,  be 
•glceted  and  forgotten.  Thoa  It  Is  with  the  Dutch  tongoe,  which,  though  once  the 
Hnmon  dialect  ot  this  province.  Is  now  icareelr  understood,  except  by  Its  mare 
nelent  Inhabitants.  It  baa  also  been  observed  that  the  churchea  have  kept  exact 
ace  with  the  language  In  Ita  retrograde  state,  so  that  tbere  la  no  room  to  doubt 
that)  the  decay  of  the  farmer  was  cauaed  by  the  dlsase  ot  the  latter ;  and  that  the 
at  and  the  other  will  hi  proceaa  ot  time  sIdIe  Into  perfect  obltTlon.  To  retain  the 
aa  of  tbe  Dutch  langnage,  ^he  greatest  paint  have  not  been  wanting.  They  bave 
ad  well -regola ted  tree-achoola,  rlehlr  supported  by  their  churchea,  and  jet  mangre 
heir  utmost  affoita,  parente  have  found  It  In  a  degree  Impoasible  to  tranemlt  it  to 
belr  children.  Whence  It  is  generally  feared  that  the  very  neit  generation  will 
carca  fnmlsh  one  person  In  this  city,  except  their  clergy,  well  acquainted  with  the 
ongua.  To  prevent,  therefore,  the  ruin  ot  the  Dutch  cbnrcbea,  eammon  sense  pointed 
at  tha  alMOlnte  neceaalty  of  disuniting  them  from  the  language,  by  tranalatlng  their 
ubile  Acta  of  devotion  and  worship  Into  Eugllab,  or  the  speedy  Introduction  of  the 
resent  translattous  now  aaed  by  several  of  tbelr  churches  Id  Holland ;  nothing  being 
lore  certain  than  that  tbe  celebration  of  divine  service  In  an  unknown  tongue, 
rould,  la  a  Protestant  conotry,  prove  aa  disgustful  aa  It  would  be  unprolltable. 

I  aboold  have  Imagined  that  nothing  contd  be  objected  to  the  Immediate  execution 
f  so  oeceaaary  and  obvious  an  expedient.  No  sooner  however,  wai  It  proposed, 
hsn  the  sticklers  for  bigh-chnrch  raised  a  general  cry  upon  the  occasion.  Mean 
nd  nngeneroDS  were  the  erta  used  by  them  to  discredit  the  propoeal.  Recourse  waa 
iSd  to  their  old  practice  of  reviling  and  calumniating  tbe  Presbyterians,  who  were 
hargcd  with  a  design  no  less  wicked  than  falee  and  impossible,  of  selling  the 
hitch  churcfaes  and  converting  tbem  and  their  congregations  to  tbeir  own  use. 
lay,  ao  fashionable  waa  the  practice  of  talslfylDK  tor  tbe  church,  that  with  an 
ssuronee  nn parallelled,  the  Dutch  were  told  to  tbeir  taces  that  they  were  not  Presby- 
nians.  The  effrontery  with  which  the  aeaertlon  was  repeated,  pressed  conviction  on 
be  ignorant  Whence  It  Is  common  to  hear  tbe  more  Illiterate  members  ot  tbe  Dutch 
DDgregstlDn  disown  tbetnielvee  to  be  Presbyterlana,  and  even  Inalat  on  their  being 
iplscopallans.  These  artlBces  were  ingeniously  detected  by  Phllo  Refffctor,  whose 
(marks  on  this  subject  compelled  those  hlgh-dyera  to  play  a  different  game. 

Ashamed  to  peralst  any  longer  In  obtruding  so  flagrant  a  falsehood,  and  bent  upon 
npportlnf  a  wall  of  partition  between  tbe  English  and  Dntch  Preebyterlana,  they 
I  confldantly  denied  tlie  farmer  to  be  auch,  as  they  bave  for  thirty  years  past 
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Imprudently  abnMd  tbeo  nnder  tbat  ataat.  Not  to  flwcll  opon  tlie  dioeUni  vMil- 
nen  and  Bt)mcait7  of  mch  eondaet.  wbo  cannot  h«  tbat  th*  Brand  daalsn  w 
prerent  the  IntrodactloD  of  the  Engtlib  tonpte  Into  tba  Dntcb  chgrcbea  leat  tktOi- 
crlmlnatlnB  badge  with  tbe  vnlRsr,  the  difference  of  lansnaee,  being  mm  ~ 
coalition  might  enane.  and  PreebTterlinlsm  "bj  that  meana  ba  atranitknet 
aopported,  while  the  aufrmentatloD  of  the  Engltili,  bj  proatijtea  from  the  MA 
Chorcb.  wonid  he  In  a  great  aegree  Intemipled.  How  Ineonalatent  tbli^  vHk  at 
Qoapel  dtipeniatloD  1  Bo»  macb  MtraiiBcd  from  the  practlea  of  Cbrlauiui  dttit) 
are  those,  wbo  Initead  of  promotlag  a  harmonj-  between  alater  chor^ea.  «<«ll 
endeaTor  to  prevent  It,  even  at  tbe  eipeoee  of  the  final  dertrnctkiii  of  oMl  Hil 
ttaej  no  Blnleter  riewa.  far  would  the;  be  from  endeaTorlng  the  min  of  a  OiMbl 
C3iDrch,  aonnd  In  the  faith,  edlfjlng  In  its  wonifalp,  and  well  pollded  In  ita  grmt- 
ment.  Bat  ao  dEtermlned  are  ther  on  advanelng  tbe  fntereat  of  thair  owB  pulj, 
that  to  aeeompllih  the  downfall  of  the  Dntcb  eoniregatlon,  It  would  to  Oiakat 
trtains   peccadUle,   eonid   they   by   that   meana  aecore   tbe   Brand   object  tf  thfe 

From  the  eitlDctlon  of  thoee  cborcbee  In  thli  dtr  they  had  aln  reaaon  la  •( 
a  conalderable  addition  to  their  own.    Whatever  li  modlah,  captlvatea  JnrenlltM 
atandtiiKe:  and  the  Chnrch  of  England  might,  for  that  reaaon.  expect  a  fvl 
aeceaeloD  of  the  Dntcb  yonth.   Tbe  atleklen  for  the  blerareby,  do  not  nine  tk 
aelvea  more  npon  their  ortbodoiy.  than  the  faahlonableneai  of  their  profeado: 
aetUnB  themeelTca  up  for  pattema  of  tme  tsate  In  religion ;  they  woold  doiMM 
Blean   all   thoee  amonB  tbe   Dntcb,   who  are  fond   of  being  reckoned  amooi  Hi 
tMH  menOt.    But  after  all,  what  part  of  the  Dutcb  congregatlona,  to  «oMe  In  Ot 
frlendablp  of  tboee  who  thni  artfnlly  eBdeavot  to  dUpene  and  dlmlnlah  themT  VM 
opinion  mn  they  entertain  of  tbe  honeety  of  men,  who  to  prevent  their  eoalltloB  i " 
a  iliter  Charcb,  are  preaalng  them  on  to  unavoidable  deetrnctlooT    Shonid  then 
tbe  Dutcb  lingaage  be  continued.  It  would  neceaaarlly  be  productive  of  the  lal 
while  the  Introduction  of  tbe  EnglUh  tongue  woald  have  no  tendency  to  tennli 
In  tbe  former.    If  there  Is  no  affinity  between  tbe  Englleh  and  Dutch  Preabrttiiua 
thli  charge  can  never  affect  tbe  eo  macb  apprehended  union,  bnt  woold  nlher  IM 
the  Church  of  England  the  opportunity  of  Increoalng  her  anmbera  by  patting  In  kt 
a  the  Dutch  charchei.    This  affinity  la  a  matter,  tbat  a  en'  ~ 
k  haa.  without  bluablng,  labored  to  peraaade  the  female  pari  itf  tta 
Dutch  congregation  to  betteve,  and  doubtteaa  with  that  view.    Bat  It  l«  not  ca< 
obeerve  that  a  greater  streei  Ii  laid  upon  the  Importance  of  continuing  the  im  it 
the  Datch  language  than  any  laneoage  can  poaalbly  deaerveT   Would  tbe  prola  '' 
of  tbe  Dutch  Church  be  leea  orthodox,  their  worahip  leu  edifying,  and  their  dlidctb 
leaa  aound,  were  their  eervlce  performed  In  Engllahl   Or  can   the   aame  thoofU) 
which,  delivered  In  one  language,  ere  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,  diapleaae  hha  vhT 
expreaaed   In   another.    The   troth   la,   thoae   who   oppose   tbe   Introduction  of  tl 
Engllah  tongue  Into  one  of  the  Datch  churcheB  are  convinced  that  the  dUTerait  In 
guagea  are  the  only  criteria  to  dlitlngulih  them  from  each  other ;  and  thla  la  erUH 
from  their  fear  that  tbe  use  of  tbe  same  tongue  will  naturally  produce  an  naki 
Yet  anrely  It  cannot  be  eo  destrucClve  of   the  Interesta  of  tbe    Dutcb  cburditi  t 
eoaleace  with  a  aeet  with  whom  they  perfectly  agree  In  doctrine,  worahip  and  gntn 
ment,  aa  to  follow  the  advice  ol  thoae  who,  by  endeavoring  to  dlaauade  them  (n* 
IntrodaelDB  the  Engllab  language  evidently  meditate  their  dissolution. 

What  I  have  advanced  on  this  topic  may.  perhape,  be  conaldered  aa  a  dcalga  ts  l>- 
dnce  a  coalition  between  the  English  nnd  Dutch  Presbyterlaoa.  But  ao  for  am  I  troB 
dealrlDg  such  an  event,  that  I  am  convinced  nothing  can  tend  lo  much  to  mahitati 
our  freedom  and  Independency  In  religion  aa  a  division  Into  a  Tarlety  of  eecta  Vf 
sole  aim  ta  to  make  all  Proteitant  denominations  support  a  mutual  harmoDy,  i*' 
not  prefer  tbe  certain  ralo  of  one.  to  tbe  tear  of  tta  anion  wltb  another." 
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C0BB£SP0NDEI70E  FBOM  AmEBIOA. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus.  Jan.  8,  1754.     Vol.  31, 

page  . . . . ;  No.  23. 

To  the  CoetiM  of  New  York, 

Bey.  and  Learned  Gentlemen  and  Brethren:— 

We  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  Sept.  8rd,  17SS,  and  to  the  things  then 

■aid,  we  stlU  adhere.    We  trust  that  Bev.  [Thos.]  Bomeyn  arrived  among  yon  with 

the  bleseing  of  the  Gospel.    We  hare  received  no  letter  from  yon  since.    Hence  this 

enree  only  as  a  companion  of  the  Acta  Synodl  of  North  Holland,  held  at  Haarlem, 

1781.    We  send  these  to  yon  In  order  to  keep  np  your  Interest  In  us,  and  encourage 

oer  mutual  and  useful  correspondencew    In  conclusion  we  express  the  hope  that  the 

Zloo  of  God  may  be  built  among  you  and  ourselvee.    The  God  of  love  and  peace 

be  with  your  spirit,  and  make  you  useful  In  your  offices,  and  crowning  you  with  his 

^leclous  blessing.   We  remain, 

Ber.  Gentlemen  and  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  obedient  servanta. 

The  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

In  the  Name  of  all, 

Jacob  de  Jonge,  Y.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

John  Albert  van  Muyden,  Amst  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Bcriha. 
Amsterdam 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Jan.  8,  1754. 


Classis  of  Akstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Jan.  10, 1754. 

(Abstract.) 
No.  204. 

Letter  of  the  Consistory  of  Jamaica  which  was  elected  under 
Arondeus,  but  declared  illegal  by  the  Coetus.  This  protests 
against  the  Consistory  declared  legal  by  the  Coetus,  as  well  as 
against  the  call  of  (Thomas)  Eomeyn.  This  call  is  dated  Nov.  5, 
1753,  and  signed  S.  van  Noortwyk,  P.  Ammerman,  A.  Schenk, 
D.  Dune  (Duryee).  Letter  received,  Jan.  10,  1754,  containing 
also  several  enclosures. 

1.  In  the  letter  they  stated  that  on  the  receipt  of  our  letter  of 
May  7,  1753,  they  went  to  the  Coetus  and  presented  their  appeal. 
They  would  have  been  willing,  according  to  our  advice,  to  make 
peace,  as  Coetus  was  also  inclined  thereto;  but  they  were  not 
able  to  reach  that  end,  because,  under  (John)  Frielinghuysen's 
moderating  of  a  call  on  Rev.  Eomeyn,  Eomeyn  was  called  for  the 
other  part  of  Jamaica ;  and  also,  because,  having  been  slighted  in 
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this  matter,  they  were  not  willing  to  have  any  minister  forced  on 
them.     Therefore  they  protest  and  appeal  to  us : 

(1)  That  they  have  been  declared  an  illegal  consistory. 

(2)  That,  with  Frielinghnysen  as  moderator  they  had  been  so 
recklessly  passionate  in  calling  Romeyn,  even  in  opposition  to  th 
resolution  of  Coetus ;  inasmuch  as  Ritzema  declares  that  the  Gcm- 
sistory  elected  under  his  supervision,  was  only  for  a  part  of  thtt 
congregation.  This  testimony  of  Ritzema  they  prove  by  a  writta 
testimony  of  Daniel  Bodet  and  Abraham  Chrissomo.  (f)  Huk 
also  affirm  that  Ritzema  had  said  in  1751,  that  parties  had  come 
before  him  with  lies.     This  Paper  is  number  6. 

Philip  Nuys  and  John  Lott  testify,  in  Paper  number  4,  ihft 
Daniel  Durie  (Duryee)  on  July  23,  1753,  requested  Reitzemt  to 
summon  the  consistory  elected  under  his  supervision,  before  die 
Coetus,  to  confer  with  them.  This  Ritzema  declined  to  do,  u 
he  did  not  wish  to  acknowledge  or  defend  them  as  his  consistoij; 
but  he  gave  Durie  the  liberty  of  summoning  them  there.  This 
they  regarded  as  a  proof  that  Ritzema  was  convinced  that  tbt 
affair  had  gone  to  pieces,  (vermorst).  They  request  our  final 
decision  on  this,  that  they  may  know  how  to  r^ulate  themselveSy 
and  not  be  compelled  to  appeal  to  a  higher  Assembly. 

They  ask,  that  if  anything  further  is  produced  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Coetus,  in  defense  of  the  acts  of  Coetus,  that  we  should 
remember  that  they  (the  anti-Romeyn  party)  have  not  seen  it^ 
and  that  they  can  not,  therefore,  reply  to  it;  and  that  we  should 
pay  no  heed  to  what  their  beaten  enemies  may  say,  but  notice  only 
what  has  passed  through  the  hands  of  Coetus.  They  complain 
strongly  about  grievous  hate  and  partisanship,  self-interest  and 
thirst  for  vengeance,  whereby  peace  is  utterly  banished. 

2.  They  send  us  also  a  copv  of  their  memorial  (opdracht)  to 
Coetus,  (marked  No.  2),  on  September  1753.  In  this  they  pro- 
test that  they  are  not  recognized  as  the  lawful  Consistory  at 
Jamaica,  although  they  were  elected  according  to  the  proposition 
and  cut  and  dried  plan,  (cut-out-by-scissor8-article,-uitgeknift 
artikel)  which  the  Committee  of  Coetus  had  themselves  prepared, 
and  made  known  to  them  by  our  letter  to  Rev.  (Gualtems)  du  Boia, 


OF  THB  Stats  of  New  York.  3463 

1754 

A  and  C,)  dated  October  24,  1748,  whereof  they  sent 
namely  to  elect  a  consistory  through  all  the  elders  and 
who  had  ever  been  in  office  at  Jamaica, 
say  that  they  consented  to  this  arrangement  and  prove 
the  copy  of  their  letter  to  du  Bois,  October  31,  1748, 
B.  Whence  they  concluded  that  they  were  not  unwilling 
A  consistory,  and  that  they  were  falsely  accused  of  declin- 
proposal.  !N'evertheless  the  conmiittee  of  ministers  gave 
IS  false  accusation,  and  sent  other  articles  to  them,  which 
acted.  Therefore  they  invited  a  neighboring  minister, 
IS,  to  elect  a  consistory,  and  caused  that  Consistory  to  be 
.  Upon  this,  the  Committee  of  Coetus  elected  still 
Consistory  of  their  opponents,  which  latter  the  Coetus 
to  be  the  lawful  one.  They  complained  to  Coetus  that 
1  been  unjustly  accused  of  unwillingness,  and  that  their 
ts  are  given  power  to  make  out  a  call,  whereby  a  congre- 
5  erected  within  a  congregation.  But  all  this  was  con- 
the  advice  of  Classis,  which  was  to  join  hands  and  to 
it  a  call  unitedly.  Accordingly  they  asked  for  redress, 
!tu&  should  recognize  them  as  a  lawful  consistory,  so  that 
7  not  be  compelled  to  appeal  to  Classis. 
ey  also  send  a  copy  of  their  protest  against  the  calling 
Byn.  This  was  handed  to  Coetus  September  11,  1753, 
arked  No.  3.  They  give  as  reasons : 
hat  this  call  is  in  conflict  with  the  advice  of  Classis  given 
T^ious  time. 

hat  it  is  in  conflict  with  the  resolution  of  Coetus,  which 
linated  de  Eonde  as  consulent,  while  the  call  was  made 
ugh  Frielinghuysen  who  was  neither  Consulent  nor  Circle 

hat  the  unity  of  the  congregations,  advised  by  Classis, 
promoted  thereby,  but  a  worse  schism  was  made, 
ecause,  if  now  they  also,  for  their  own  party,  call  a  min- 
d  a  congregation  be  erected  within  this  congregation,  this 
Lse  confusion,  for  the  church  buildings  belong  to  both 
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4.  They  send  also  a  refutation  of  the  reply  of  Coetos  to  llieir 
protest,  marked  D.  dated  Nov.  5,  1753. 

(1)  As  to  the  election  of  this  consistory^  Coetus  regards  it  n 
unlawful  because  it  was  not  conducted  according  to  resolutioii  of 
Classis  and  because  Arondeus  was  not  qualified  to  do  it. 

They  assert  that  Arondeus  was  qualified  to  do  it. 

a.  For  although  he  had  already  left  for  Raritan,  he  must  never 
theless  be  recognized  as  a  lawful  mimster.  He  was  not  yet  nndtt 
censure  at  that  time ;  he  was  installed  at  Raritan  by  Bey.  Fremond, 
(Fryenmoet  ?)  and  was  regarded  there  as  lawful  minister,  dani 
also  recongized  him  as  such  in  their  letters. 

b.  It  is  true  Arondeus  had  received  no  order  from  the  Coetm^ 
or  its  committee,  to  effect  this  election,  but  it  was  not  neeoMiy 
for  him  to  receive  orders  for  this  from  it,  since  he  was  one  of 
the  Committee  on  the  case  of  Queens  Ciounty,  even  after  Ui 
return  from  Baritan,  for  which  they  appeal  to  our  (daflsieal) 
letter  of  May  9,  1747. 

N.  B.  This  letter  cannot  be  found,  but  that  of  Mblj  5,  1748, 
to  Arondeus  and  his  consistory,  is  found.  For  Arondeus  left  for 
Baritan  in  May  1747,  without  any  dismissal,  and  returned  thence 
to  Long  Island  in  July  1748.     Extracts,  ( ?)  54,  page  115. 

To  the  second  reason  of  the  Coetus,  namely,  that  the  dectioB 
occurred  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  congregation,  because  elder 
H.  Lott  protested  against  it :     They  answer, 

(a)  In  all  meetings  the  majority  of  votes  counts.  Hence  tfait 
election  could  not  depend  upon  elder  H.  Lott,  unless  he  is  to  be 
recognized  as  a  Pope. 

(b)  They  deny  that  elder  H.  Lott  protested  against  the  election. 
He  only  asked  them  by  what  authority  they  did  this.  Thereupon, 
they  answered : — ^In  the  name  of  the  Classis.  This  they  prove 
by  a  certificate  from  twelve  persons,  who  testify  to  this  in  writing. 
If  H.  Lott  has  protested,  in  what  did  it  consist  ?  where  has  it 
been  recorded  i  Surely,  nowhere.  Therefore,  it  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  a  protest 

Begarding  the  call  of  Bomeyn :  They  rely  upon  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  Protest  itself.     If  it  be  asked  why  they  poxntt 
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leir  Protest  and  Appeal,  because,  previously,  they  had  agreed 
ith  OoetUB  to  let  the  matter  rest  until  further  communications 
lould  have  arrived  from  the  Classis :  They  reply  that  they  came 
>  do  so  because  they  had  heard  that  Coetus  wanted  to  send  its 
dnutes  on  that  affair  to  the  Classis,  and  thus  defend  themselves 
he  Coetus)  against  their  protest.  If,  now,  they  had  kept  stUl 
L  the  face  of  this,  the  Classis  would  again  have  been  in  the  dark, 
earing  only  from  one  side.  They  consider  it  as  insincere  in 
loetUB,  that  it  should  send  its  defense  to  Classis,  and  hold  back 
16  documents  of  its  opponents.  Therefore  they  have  pursued 
\6b  course,  and  wished  to  exhibit  their  own  documents  for  our 
djudication. 

5.  They  also  send  us  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Coetus  of 
leptember  1763,  L.  E.  signed  by  Bitsema.  He,  on  November  6, 
.753,  acknowledged  that  he  had  received  the  Memorial  and  Pro- 
BBty  signed  on  September  11, 1753. 

6.  They  send  us  also  some  other  papers : 

(1)  One  marked  C.  L.  (  ?)  wherein  they  give  reasons  why  they 
K)uld  not  go  to  CoetUB  in  1748  and  1749 ;  to  wit,  because  Rev.  du 
Bois  had  told  them  orally,  that  they  could  not  join  the  Coetus 
until  they  had  a  lawful  consistory.  To  this  testify  four  persons, 
in  writing: 

(2)  Again  a  Paper,  No.  6,  in  which  four  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Kings  County  testify,  that  they  had  not  adopted  a 
resolution  about  affairs  in  Queens  Co.  In  respect  of  the  election 
^t  a  consistory  also^  that  they  had  not  given  any  power  to  Du  Bois 
>r  any  one  else,  to  bring  this  before  Coetus  or  to  forward  it.  xxiiL 
193-396. 

Classis  of  Amstebbam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Jan.  1754. 

(Abstract.) 

No.  211. 

Letter  from  Lower  Khinebeck  of  May  27, 1753,  signed  by  E.  T. 
an  Hoevenberg  as  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Consistory. 
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This  contains  a  request : 

1.  That  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  would  order  the  Coetu  of 
Suriname  to  send  to  the  consistory  (of  lower  Bhinebeck)  eoptt 
of  the  acts  and  certificates  concerning  his  installation  therei  tnd 
that  they  would  maturely  consider  the  utilily  and  neoessitj  of 
their  entrance  into  the  Coetus. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  call  of  Rev.  Hoevenberg  to  Suriname,  attlttir 
(Rhinebeck's)  expense,  even  the  Notarial  expense. 

3.  A  copy  of  his  dismissal  from  Paramaribo.  If  this  does  not 
come  to  them,  they  will  take  it  for  granted  that  neither  the  Clan 
nor  Suriname  knows  anything  to  his  discredit,  and  they  may 
understand  that  he  is  their  lawful  pastor,  because  they  have  n- 
ceived  him  with  a  complete  dismissal  from  the  Manor  of  lif- 
ingston  and  Claverack,  upon  a  lawful  call,  moderated  by  Ben, 
Yas  and  Mancius.     The  latter  of  whom  did  also  install  him,  ete. 

Also  a  letter  without  signature,  place  or  date,  but  to  judge  fnBD 
the  contents,  probably  Kev.  Hoevenberg's,  being  very  queer  and 
confused,     xxiii.  406. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Eev.  Gerard  Haeghoort  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Jan.  15, 

1754. 

(Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii,  Extracts,  xxiii;  397.) 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of,  and  at,  Amsterdam— this: 
Very  Reverend  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

Yoar  letter  of  May  7,  1753,  with  the  one  enclosed  for  the  Committee  In  the  mittfi 
of  Rev.  Muzellus,  at  Tnppan,  has  come  to  hand.  Tour  Revs,  will  see  from  ontWM' 
ntes  how  it  went  with  that  matter.  Certain  memhers  of  consistory  told  me  Uter 
that  the  church  has  come  to  an  agreement  with  him,  and  so  the  matter  is  at  u  *b^ 

Your  Revs,  will  also  sec  from  our  Minutes  what  was  the  outcome  of  my  protMt; 
but  your  Revs,  may  rest  assured  that  I  have  received  no  communication  from  yoi 
concerning  It,  as  your  Revs.  Intimate  in  the  letter  sent  us. 

Concerning  the  matter  on  Long  Island,  namely  that  between  Arondeus  tnd  Vu 
Sinderen:  It  Is  not  necessary  that  I  should  give  your  Revs,  any  Information.  iDi>* 
much  as  everything  that  occurred,  or  was  done  In  the  matter,  has  by  the  Coetti 
been  transmitted  to  you. 

But  it  is  Impossible  for  me  to  conceal  my  exceeding  great  surprise,  that  yotf 
Revs,  could  have  been  Induced  to  take  such  a  step;  and  induced  thereto,  Nota  Ben^ 
by  a  certain  Individual,  known  to  your  Revs.,  yet  still  better  known  to  oi.  ^* 
this  man  is  kept  up  a  correspondence,  which  your  Revs,  almost  entirely  refow  d* 
as  an  individual  minister,  although  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Goetu: 
because  it  Is  your  wish  that  matters  which  pertain  to  the  chnrch  in  general  i^ 
be  brought  to  your  Revs,  for  action  only  through  the  Coetus.    It  Is  oontniy.  thtR- 
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'onr  Bevi.'  onn  tesolatlOD.    Tbis  IB  ■  matter  to  our  grief,  and  of  ibame  to 

li  msch  that  I  bad  to  write  to  jour  Reva.,  otod  bb  I  pTomlsed:  but,  aa 
idence  IB  refused  me.  for  I  have  sotten  do  anawer  even  to  any  of  m; 
!tten  (about  the  Chnreb),  I  iball  pais  over  to  my  o«D  peraoQal  mattera. 

ODi7,  that  eTerythlDg  In  ronr  Bjctb.  letter  looks  atrBUge  to  me;  for  yon 
that  It  IB  m/  dMlre  to  hare  a  ClsaHls  here,  etc. 

T  cticmaatancM  are  so  critical  and  painful;  the  cbnrch  here  la  alao  ao 
rent  and  divided  by  dlacord  and  tumult,  tbat  tbe  desire  to  do  ao  (nrlte!) 

Little  redress  Is  to  be  Foand  aojhowi  and  I  have  to  help  mrselt  as  beat 
:  haa  gone  h>  far,  as  I  bave  told  your  ReTS.  beretofore,  tbat  I  have  bonght 
or  a  refage  for  myself  and  my  family;  for  It  Is  probable  that  I  aball  have 
p  my  place,  (BelleTlUe),  and,  In  some  way  or  other,  And  meana  for  aapport. 
request  la,  that  the  Clasala,  If  It  haa  still  tome  mercy  left,  and  will  atlU 
knowledge  of  brethren  who  are  In  tribulation,  as  well  as  of  achlsmatlce, 
ud  me.  Id  answer  to  all  my  complalQtH,  tbelr  decision  or  ladgemeot  to  the 
•  effect;  Whether  a  chnreb  [s  bonod  to  fnlflll  the  condltlona  of  Ita  call; 
OtdIng  to  that  call,  to  pay  me  my  salary.  BDd  to  deal  Justly  with  me. 
tical  lodgement  has  always  been  given  by  tbe  Coetos,  to  take  effect  accord- 
■gllall  law.  I  have  my  fears  as  to  the  rwult.  however;  and  may  be  obliged 
those  who  sIgDed  my  call  arrealed.  I  have  waited  aa  long  aa  t  posalblj 
It  will  DOW  be  compelled  to  do  this,  as  there  la  Dothlng  elae  to  be  done; 
ig  has  been  tried.  Men  tnm  thlnga  upside  down.  Tbey  reproach  me  even 
[aining  to  tbe  OIsssls,  and  thus  making  known  What  they  are. 
g  yoD  every  blessing,  I  remain  respectfnlly. 

Very  Reverend  Slra  and  Brethren, 

Tonr  Revs,  obedient  servant,  but  oppreesed  brother. 

Gerard  Haeghoort 


red  Uarcb  11,  ITM.     Pr.  coucert  Inndsr  cover]  of  Bendrlk  Van  Blberger. 

Aors  OF  THE  Classib  of  Ahsterdau. 
William  Jackson. 
;,  April  Ist.     Art.  10.     William  Jackson  had  been  called  . 
churcli  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  but  bad  been  pre- 
by  illness  from  presenting  himself  before  this  Aasembly. 
I  requested  by  word  of  mouth  of  the  Depp,  ad  rea  Exteras 
might  be  examined,  preparatorily  and  finally,  at  the  nest 
This  was  granted  him,  and  a  text  shall  be  assigned  him 
Examiner  in  the  Hebrew  and  the  Greek,     xii.  371. 

Atjre  OF  THE  Classib  of  Ambtbbdam. 
Letters  from  New  York. 
:,  April  2nd.     Art  11.     The  Eev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras 
aoeived  the  Acta  of  Ooetus  of  New  York,  of  Sep.  1763, 
Dveral  endosuree;  also  a  letter  from  Kings  County,  where 
76 
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Arondeus  still  exerciaes  liis  ministry,  of  November  28,  1753; 
also  a  letter  :&oni  tbat  consistory  of  Jataaica,  which  was  elected 
nnder  Arondeus,  and  was  declared  unlawful  by  the  Coteae,  dated 
May  5,  1753,  with  many  enclosures ;  also  a  letter  from  that  coo- 
siatory  of  Jamaica  which  was  elected  under  Eev.  Ritzema,  ind 
declared  lawful  by  the  Coetos,  of  October  16,  1758. 

The  auhatance  of  all  these  was  conveyed  to  the  Clasais,  and  tiu 
Depp,  were  asked  to  reply  to  them.  The  same  was  done  also  nidi 
two  letters  from  Rev.  John  Frielinghuysen  of  Baritan,  of  June  35, 

and August 1753.     He  was  to  be  requested  to 

operate  through  the  Coetus.  Two  letters  were  also  read  fitm 
Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen  of  Albany,  of  September  20,  $ai 
October  15,  1753.  Finally  there  was  also  read  a  letter  fm 
Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  written  by  the  consistoiy  there,  « 
October  6,  1763,  which  does  not  need  to  be  answered,     xii.  373. 


COEKESPONDESCE  FBOM  AuEEICA. 

Kev,  John  Frielinghuysen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  April 

25,  1754. 

Portfolio  "  Xew  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  Vol.  xxiiij  486-8. 

Very  Reverend  F»thpn  [□  CbrlBt,  Members  of  Ltie  ReT.  Clanls  of  AmslerduB:— 

Yotin  of  Sept.  3rd,  came  (o  hand  jesUrdnr.  I  Qnd  Dir*elf  honored  by  i  nplT<* 
tD7  letter  of  April  of  tbe  ume  year.  (17S3)  and  bj  tome  InformatloD  ronetnlV 
matters  relatlas  to  Mr.  (Tbooiaa)  Romcyn.  t  tbank  joor  Reva.  for  joar  patcnal 
Bdmonltloni,  on  accouDt  of  soDie  things  done  by  mif  Id  tbe  bnaliieBa  of  Itul  InipeM 
call,  whlcb  acta  o(  mloe  appear  to  your  Bgts.  aa  aomewbat  oat  of  order;  and  bcet^ 
yon  did  not  And  aulBcleDt  n>ason  tberefor  Id  wbut  I  bronght  tonrard  In  JutldeilW- 
Nerertbeleaa,  humbly  and  wllh  dDe  respect  for  jonr  Oeva.'  oaoal  dcUberallw  ■*' 
pradencre,  I  aannlse  tbot  11  noutd  bave  been  folly  as  proper  If  yoar  Km.  M 
waited  until  BceiuatlooB  bad  been  brought  agalaat  me  In  a  legal  way;  and,  lUrt' 
Ing  to  my  eipcctnllon  and  request,  and  your  cnBtomary  obaerrance  of  ordH.  !» 
bad  let  me  come  1o  yonr  Reva.  flnt  throngh  the  Coetu«. 

For  nov,  while  I  am  thankful  to  your  Rera.  (or  overlooking  tbe  aevcn  fl' 
extravagant  eipreaalona  oaed,  to  cbaracterlie  tbe  unruly  ones  at  Jamaica:  isdu 
also  obliged  to  yoa,  for  the  kindliness  of  your  sdmonltlon;  I  nevertbeleaa  ftd  I'*' 
I  have  done  nothing  sere  what  leaves  me  the  testlmoDy  of  ■  good  conaclesce  MA" 
God,  and  a  reaolulo  countenance  before  men.  Nor  do  I  doubt  that,  on  a  OMKi  i'" 
of  those  matters,  your  Beva.  will  aee  In  them  mnch  that  la  strange  and  ont  ol  «tM 
and  And  reasona  eoangh  for  my  allowing  myself  to  be  need  In  the  maUnfMi*' 
that  call.  These  resgona  1  did  not  glre  your  Revs.;  for.  as  I  remember,  mf  '■■' 
muDlCBtloD  to  you  was  for  tbe  purpoae  of  showing  that.  If  I  did  not  set  V"* 
properly  In  allowing  myself  to  be  used  In  the  making  out  of  that  call,  snch  M^*' 
prlety  ougbt  to  bring  ponlabmeot  on  me,  not  on  those  who  made  ont  the  call,** 
him  who  received  the  call.  At  the  same  tlm«  1  waa  ready  to  sbow  tbe  OoMK 
btfore  whlcb  I  had  aommoned  my  accnsera,  tbst  I  bad  Dot  Binned  against  Iktf 
Body.   For,  tbe  love  of  peace  and  pnidence  and  your  own  adberene*  to  Ordn.  '■*' 
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sde  me  to  defoDd  mjtett  In  anj  other  mj  eicept  thnrngh  the  Coetm.    Thtok  tor 
moment  how  It  would  have  aalted  jon,  had  1  written  tt>  your  Bera.  aa  follow*: 
1.  That  the  lllunte  abont  Hr,  de  Honde'a  moderatonhlp.  recorded  In  the  book  ot 
M  Coatna,  leR  It  to  the  choice  of  the  charcb  whether  to  emplor  blm. 
1.  That  be  had  retoaed  to  aerre  the  chnrch  a>  modeTBtor. 
I.  That  be  conaldered  thoae  making  the  call  to  be  an  illegal  Oonalitoi;. 
1.  That  be  acted  aa  moderator  to  keep  the  call  from  being  partlaan,  and  probably 
Ibo,  to  hare  it  ataad  them  In  atead  (rf  that  of  Arondeoa,  aa  agalnat  the  acUoQ  of 
le  CoetDS. 

fi.  There  la  to  be  considered,  moreover,  the  conitltotlonal  reKnlatlon  of  oar  Coetna. 
Ilia  waa  made  before  any  one  of  the  native-born  brethren  had  become  membera, 
nd  waa  to  the  effect,  that  every  chnroh  ihonli]  have  liberty  to  a*k  whomaoeTor  she 
leased,  (to  aaalat  In  making  out  a  call.)  For  which  reaaon  It  la  aometblng  nnnaaal 
od  more  Of  a  oaurpatlaa  than  a  right  (for  an/  one)  to  appoint  a  moderator  (for 
ich  bnalnesa.) 

Nothing  of  all  this  conld  well  come  up  for  ;onr  choice  (conalderatlon  T)  anieaa  tt 
ad  paaaed  throngh  the  Coetaa.  Bat  now  conalder  the  drcnnutance  bow  I  came  to 
Iieae  churches,  nnexpectedly,  aa  I  informed  you  on  a  previoni  occaalon.  Take  It 
ir  granted,  that  I  came  tbere  In  an  orderly  manner.  Take  Into  conalderaUon  the 
articular  reaaona  given;  the  helpleaa  condition  of  the  church;  and  alBo  the  young 
lan  who  waa  the  choice  of  that  church.  Thna  the  matter  having  bpen  bronght  to 
Ua  Crjala— ahonld  I  let  the  call  go,  by  default,  or  allow  myself  to  be  used  as  a 
•are  counaetor.  Bnt  sacrificing  my  own  respect,  ease  and  profit,  for  the  welfare  of 
he  Chnnh  of  Christ,  I  nndertook  tbla  tblng.  I  knew  well  enongh  that  the  adher- 
ats  of  Arondens.  who  alwaya  show  me,  to  my  face,  a  great  deal  of  respect,  would 
iilng  luto  play  their  secret  antagoniam.  I  also  knew  the  dlspoeitlon  of  otben  In 
his  matter;  tbat  de  Ronde  would  complain  to  the  Bev.  Coetua;  but  I  knew  alto 
hat  I  wonld  not  be  compelled  to  give  way,  as  the  event  proved. 
In  tho  evening  before  the  opening  ol  the  Ooetns,  having  been  Invited  by  the  serr- 
int  girl  of  the  above  named  gentleman  to  take  anpper  with  him,  and  not  bavlDg 
ward  a  word  of  dlaaatlsfactlon  from  himi  Judge  o(  my  aurprlae  the  next  morning 
n  the  (ToetuB,  to  aee  bla  counteoance  swolleu,  as  be  proceeded  to  have  a  complaint 
mtered  against  me  In  the  Coetns.  I  sat  apeechteSB  until  It  had  been  entered  and 
rirlce  read,  and  understood.  Then  noticing  how  the  matter  had  been  managed,  I 
liked  to  be  permitted  to  bring  a  written  answer  in  the  afternoon.  In  order  that  my 
Wense  might  neither  gain  nor  lose  by  the  Inclination  of  the  members.  So  I  did 
srlte  It,  and  read  it  to  the  Assembly.  Whereupon,  after  liavlag  absented  myself, 
Hr.  de  Ronde  and  the  Assembly  told  me  that  they  were  willing  to  vrltbdraw  the 
umplalnt.  If  I  would  withdraw  my  defenae,  which  was  a  bold  one.  Tbla  I  gladly 
Ud,  becauae  I  felt  more  like  sitting  down  to  weep  than  to  sharpen  my  pen  In  mat- 
Em  of  dispute.  Bo  1  stood  again  witbont  any  accusatlou  agalnit  me  to  be  presented 
Wore  yonr  Heva.,  and  wlthont  gollt  In  tbe  presence  o(  my  opponents. 
Now,  while  I  am  willing  to  bear  what  are  my  Just  deserts  In  private,  I  kindly  ask 
roar  RevB.  to  aend  me  no  more  pnbUc  admonitions  In  letters  to  the  Coetns.  Although 
t  hive  not  seen  them,  yet  I  have  beard  the  sound  of  them.  1  shonld  first  be  allowed 
«  be  publicly  accnsed,  and  tben  defended.  But,  1  Iruat,  that,  as  your  Revs,  have 
Ight  enongb  now  on  the  matters  of  do  Wlnt  and  Aroadena— for  which  you  might 
HTch  tbrongh  the  lettera  wblch  are  favorable  to  both  of  them— your  Revs,  will  now 
H  this  matter  of  mine  also  In  its  true  coloring.  And  allbough  sorrow  has  deprived 
le  of  all  dealre  to  go  Into  such  matters:  and  althocgh  my  style  Is  obscure  and  form 
r  Bipresslon  not  altogether  pleasing,  stiti  I  hope  I  have  let  your  Bevs.  naderttaud 
unethlng  abont  tbat  with  which  I  have  been  charged,  and  wblch  I  bave  signed; 
Uetblng  which  may  be  trothfully  and  confidently  said  abont  It,  when  matter*  are 

UeaDwbUe,  I  am  thankful  to  your  Revs,  for  tbe  promotion  thus  far  granted,  of 
r.  Bomeyn.  The  circumstances  which  arose  concerning  JamalcB.  which  occurred 
canae  your  Seva.  were  In  tbe  dark  on  tbe  legality  of  that  consistory,  have  now, 
tmst,  disappeared;  and  so  sucb  things  will  no  more  serve  aa  tinder  for  those  ilery 
irlta.  If,  Id  this  matter,  your  Reva.  will  acquiesce  In  the  action  of  the  Ooetua, 
which  body  yon  bave  entrusted  the  treatment  of  It.  everything  about  tbe  call 
U  be  readersd  easy  and  legal. 

[.et  me  na*on  thus:— The  Coetua  appoint*  ■  committee.  I  am  left  out,  bnt  de 
inda  la  put  on  that  committee,  so  aa  to  take  the  force  out  of  that  Jamaica  proteat 
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Those  protesting,  hold,  that  they  who  made  the  call,  are  an  Illegal  Oonsistory:  tie 
others  declare  that  they  are  legal.  The  Coetus.  to  deprive  the  protest  of  Its  fom, 
holds  that  those  protesting  are  illegal,  while  those  who  made  the  call  are  wbMs 
and  wholly  legal.  According  to  the  protest  the  call  is  Illegal.  The  Coetus  vtati 
this  refuted.  Therefore  I  hope  and  pray,  that  what  that  legal  church  has  done  ii 
the  fear  of  God,  and  what  our  Coetcs,  after  so  many  years  of  dealing  with  tbw 
disputes,  has  conscientiously  devised,  will  not  be  nulllfled  by  your  Revs.,  for  tk 
sake  of  some  uncomplying  people.  But,  however  it  may  be,  I  rejoice  In  the  povo* 
ful  guidance  of  God  who  will  bring  all  things  to  light  in  due  time;  and.  In  the  t»ti- 
mony  of  my  conscience  to  the  fact,  that,  with  tenderness  and  pity  In  my  soal.  I 
have  sought  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  those  churches.  This  Is  to  met 
sure  reward,  although  the  outcome  of  my  efforts  is  still  uncertain.  I  can  ciH  Ooi 
to  witness,  that  I  share  with  your  Revs,  the  desire  for  the  peace  of  those  chnidM; 
and  to  the  sorrow,  the  tears,  and  the  prayers  offered  to  Him,  In  whose  fear  ud  t* 
whose  honor  I  have  sought  to  deal  with  all  these  matters. 

In  the  sorrow  of  my  soul,  and  under  the  painful  sense  of  the  loss  of  both  my  brotkenk 
1  wrote  your  Kevs.  a  request  I  am  still  perplexed  by  reason  of  the  nncertalaly  ii 
to  its  result.  I  have  now  sent  a  copy  of  the  call,  extended  to  my  youngest  bnttar 
by  the  church  of  Marbletown.— that  church  which  was  deprived  of  Its  minister  If 
the  death  of  the  one  who  was  very  dear  to  me  among  my  brothers— a  call  to  fee 
laid  on  your  Kevs.  table.  This  shows  the  church's  desire;  and  Its  weighty  reaiM 
I  hope,  will  be  clear  to  your  Revs,  and  move  you  to  a  favorable  reply. 

Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  called  to  Staten  Island,  I  am  informed,  has  safely  UbM 
He  has  in  mind,  as  I  had  strongly  advised  him,  (his  parents  and  the  church  cto- 
senting),  to  study  one  year  more  at  one  of  the  Universities.  It  Is  my  deslie  tkit 
this  may  come  about. 

For  the  rest,  my  desire  is  that,  by  the  grace  of  God.  I  may  show  myself  a  letka   , 
promoter  of  peace  in  all  truth  and  godliness;  that  the  Lord  may  graciously  sn>t   i 
your  Revs,  rich  gifts  and  graces  in  your  several  oflSces;  that  your  care,  yoorlibon 
and  vexations,  in  connection  with  our  church  affairs,  may  tend  to  the  weHiXt^ 
our  Zion;  and   that  we,   over  here,  may  yet  have  occasion  to  send  up  maaifoU    I 
thanksgivings  for  the  benefits  that  shall  come  of  the  guidance  of  your  BererenM 
careful,  conscientious,  kindly  and  charitable  as  it  Is.    Such  is  the  wish  and  sinecR   I 
prayer  of  him  who  signs  himself,  very  respectfully.  1 

Rev.  Fathers.  Members  of  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdam,  I 

Your  Revs.'  obedient  servant  and  brother,         1 
Raritan,     April  25,  1754.  John  FrielinghaTWB. 

The  New  York  Collegel 
Colonial  Laws  of  Xew  York.     Chapter  954.  ' 

An  Act  to  prolong  the  time  limited  for  Drawing  the  I^ittery  Appointed  in  and  by  ti 

Act  Entituled  An  Act  for  Raising  the  Sum  of  One  thousand  one  handled  aii 

Twenty  five  Pounds  by  a  Publick  Lottery  for  this  Colony  for  a  further  profliJ<* 

towards  founding  a  College  within  the  Same. 

(Passed.  May  1, 1^) 

WHEREAS  by  an  Act  passed  the  Twelfth  day  of  December  last  Bntltoled  "Ai 
Act  for  Raising  the  Sum  of  One  Thousand  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  fire  PooBdi 
by  a  publick  Lottery  for  this  Colony  for  a  further  provision  towards  foasdieg  i 
College  within  the  Same"  A  Lottery  is  Erected  and  the  Drawing  thereof  AppointeA 
to  Commence  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  June  Next  And  it  being  Cooerived 
that  the  Several  Matters  Required  by  the  Said  Act  to  be  done  and  perfonned  Act^ 
cedent  to  the  Said  Drawing  Cannot  be  Compleated  by  that  time. 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  ENACTED  by  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  tk 
Council  and  the  General  Assembly  and  it  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  tke 
Same  that  Instead  of  the  Said  First  Tuesday  in  June  next  as  Is  directed  by  the 
Aforesaid  Act  The  Drawing  of  the  Said  Lottery  Shall  begin  on  or  before  the  FHit 
Tuesday  in  October  Next  And  all  matters  Whatsoever  directed  by  the  Said  Act  to 
be  done  and  performed  by  the  Said  first  Tuesday  In  June  Next  If  done  Afttf  tbe 
Said  Day  and  on  or  before  the  fiiBt  Tuesday  in  October  Next  Shall  be  good  lad 
Valid  to  all  Intents  Constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever  Anything  In  tbe  Slid 
Act  to  the  Contrary  Notwithstanding.— Colonial  Laws  of  New  York,  YoL  IIL  |i^  ^ 
9X. 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmsTEBDAM. 

Letters  from  and  to  New  Tort 

1754,  May  6th.  Art  3.  The  Kev.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras 
•ead  a  letter  from  Baritaa  from  Kevs.  Leich,  (John  Leydt),  John 
Frielinghuysen,  and  Henry  Visser,  an  elder,  as  a  committee  of 
ftie  Rev.  Coetus  of  IsTew  York,  written  by  order  of  Coetus,  Novem- 
ber, 26,  1753. 

The  Eev.  Deputies  read  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Coetus  of 
New  York  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly,  which  was  approved  and 
mUl  be  sent;  also  a  letter  to  the  protesting  brethren  of  Kings 
County,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Rev.  Arondeus ;  also  a  letter 
to  the  consistory  elected  at  Jamaica  under  Arondeus,  but  declared 
imlawful  by  the  Coetus;  and  finally  a  letter  to  the  consistory 
elected  at  Jamaica  under  Ritzema,  and  declared  lawful  by  the 
Coetus.     xiii.  1. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

Ihe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  May  6, 

1754.     Vol.  31,  page No.  24. 

Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Brethren,  Members  of  the  Coetus  of  New 
York:— 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  19th  1753,  with  the  Acta 
Coetus,  and  the  defence  of  your  resolution  in  the  affair  of  Rev. 
Arondeus,  against  an  appeal  of  Johannes  Lot  and  four  others,  we 
^eply,  in  the  name  of  the  Classis,  as  follows : 

We  read  in  your  letter  that  on  Sept.  12,  1753,  you  finally  took 
positive  resolution  against  Rev.  Arondeus  and  refused  to  entertain 
the  appeal  of  J.  Lot.  The  Classis  does  not  desire  to  interfere 
tn  the  diflBculties  which  have  again  arisen,  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  Acta  Coetus  of  Sept.  1753,  but  which  are  not  in  legal  form; 
yet  it  will  strongly  adhere  to  the  resolutions  which  allow,  that 
^hen  a  new  Consistory  is  chosen  from  each  party  in  the  presence 
of  two  members  of  the  Coetus,  there  shall  also  be  chosen  a  legal 
Dodnister.  The  village  of  Gravesend,  however,  is  excepted  from 
Kcting  in  this  affair.  But  as  the  Classis  has  no  pastor  to  propose, 
it  leaves  the  choice  of  a  worthy  person  to  the  congregation. 

Concerning  the  Consistories  of  Jamaica,  the  Classis  has  resolved 
[to  reoognizse]  the  one  formed  by  Rev.  Ritzemia,  a<^  ^^\\  «&  ^^dX. 
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one  cboaen  by  Ber.  Arondeus.  Therefore  the  call  of  Ser. 
Romeyn  is  now  recognized  as  lawful.  But  the  Classis  eameet^ 
desires  to  see  the  divided  Consistories  united  in  peace.  And, 
if  this  would  conduce  thereto,  let  a  new  Consistory  be  appointed 
out  of  members  of  both  parties,  and  the  honor  of  the  old  memben 
be  acknowledged.  Finally  the  Classis  does  hope  that  Bet. 
Thomas  Bomeyn,  who  has  now  been  called,  may  be  received  with 
unirerBal  love,  in  order  thus  to  clear  away  all  troubles.  The 
Coetus  will  do  all  that  it  can,  supported  by  those  who  love  peace. 
Mr.  Bomeyn  has  also  promised  to  do  the  same. 

The  ClaasiB  earnestly  wishes  Uiat  the  disturbances  in  tlie  a&in 
of  Key.  MuzeliuB  might  come  to  end  in  the  manner  you  have  log- 
gested.  We  have  heard  with  grief  that  our  letter  to  Bev.  Eug- 
hoort  of  Sept.  4,  1752,  is  missing.  The  contents  of  it,  howerer, 
will  be  found  in  our  letter  to  Bev.  Coetus  of  Dec  5,  1753.  It 
will  also  be  very  agreeable  to  Rev.  Classis,  that  the  Coetus  become 
better  regulated  in  its  methods,  in  order  to  reach  proper  deci^om 
on  this  and  other  matters.  Let  it  maintain  its  own  sabordinstioii, 
as  it  has  done  hitherto,  so  as  to  maintain  good  order.  Let  all  thingi 
be  done  decently  and  in  order. 

Bev.  Jackaon  presented  himself  for  examination,  preparaloir 
and  peremptoir,  to  the  April  session  of  Classis,  hoping  Bnbse- 
quently  to  be  ordained ;  but  being  disappointed  in  his  expectatiou 
by  sickness,  he  has  resolved  to  remain  a  while  longer  in  the  TJniw- 
sity  of  Utrecht.     To  this  the  Classis  has  agreed. 

It  is  evidently  necessary  that  John  Aemillos  Wemich,  befon 
he  can  enter  on  his  work  must  be  ordained  by  us.  Therefore  hit 
request  is  not  granted. 

Concerning  the  question  of  Bev.  Frelinghuysen,  Whether  I 
child  bom  in  incest  and  fornication  should  be  allowed  to  l< 
brought  for  baptism ;  the  Classis  thinks  it  proper.  But  the  prffl- 
ence  of  parents  and  witnesses,  with  other  conditions  must  bo  ^ 
quired,  before  it  can  be  done. 

The  deaths  of  the  two  Frelinghuysens,  (Jacobus  and  Heniiciu}] 
have  grieved  us  greatly.  May  the  Lord  heal  the  breaches  o^ 
Zion. 
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he  dassis  received  the  protest  of  certain  members  of  Jamaica, 
ther  with  certain  documents.  This  was  after  the  letter  was 
hed.  They  also  received  the  proofs  of  the  Committee  of 
t;us,  dated  Nov.  26, 1753.  After  examination  and  deliberation 
hese  matters,  it  sees  no  reason  to  change  its  former  resolution 
le  matter  above  alluded  to.  This  has  been  communicated  to 
.  parties. 

Wishing  for  you  an  abundance  of  grace  and  blessing  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Lord,  we  remain.   Rev.   Gentlemen  and 
Jiren,  In  the  name  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Am- 
1am,  Your  Obedient  Servants  and  Brethren, 
yim  A.  van  Muyden,  Ecc.  Amstelod,  et  Depp.  Classes 

ad  res  esteras,  h.  t.     Praeses. 
L  Pertf  ers,  Depp.  Classis  h.  t.  Scriba. 
ur  Classical  Assembly, 

May  6,  1754. 

AoTS  OF  THE  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  brethren  in  Kings  County, 

Long  Island,  May  6th,  1754.     Vol.  31,  page No.  25. 

he  Brethren  of  Kings  County,  John  Lot,  Philip  Nagle,  Jacob 
Eemsen,  Butgers  Van  Brunt,  Daniel  Bodert 

ned  Brethren : — 

be  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  already  answered  your  protest 
tist  the  resolution  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York  of  September 
.753,  in  the  affair  of  Eev.  Arondeus,  together  with  the  decision 
le  Coetus  of  April  16,  1752,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  and 
ot  modify  our  determination.  We  gave  our  approbation  on 
L2th  of  Jan.  1751  to  the  sentence  of  Coetus  against  Arondeus 
i  Sept.  14th,  1750,  and  have  again  approved  on  Dec.  5th,  1752 
iecision  of  the  Coetus  of  April  16,  1752.  It  is  indeed  true, 
hren,  that  the  Classis  answered  your  appeal  from  the  decision 
le  Coetus  of  April  16,  1752,  and  also  your  letter  of  June  15, 
5.  They  gave  liberty  to  the  Coetus,  if  they  thought  it  ad- 
)le  to  attempt  once  more  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  and 
if  the  course  proposed,  was  approved,  enclosed  some  sealed 
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letters  on  this  matter  to  the  care  of  the  Coetus.  Among  thae, 
there  was  one  addressed  to  you,  Brethren,  but  its  deUvery  waskft 
entirely  to  the  judgement  of  the  Coetus.  The  Coetus  was  le 
quested,  if  the  plan  proposed  was  found  impracticable,  to  reton 
the  sealed  letters  to  the  Classis.     This  was  dona 

You  have  now  heard  these  things  and  theireby  pereeiTe  ihit 
the  Classis  has  not  gone  contrary  to  the  resolution  of  the  Coettt^ 
Under  such  conditions,  Arondeus  having  made  no  confession  and 
having  shown  no  penitence,  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  be 
forced  on  the  opposite  party.  We  pray  you  that  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  to  encourage  that  which  tends  to  edification  and  peace. 

The  Classis  wishes  only  to  bring  about  peace.  If  such  a  plm 
will  accomplish  it,  let  a  new  Consistory  be  erected,  represeniiBg 
both  parties,  in  the  presence  of  two  members  of  the  Coetus,  indvd- 
ing  also  the  village  of  Gravesend.  Then  a  new  minister,  one 
giving  general  satisfaction,  might  be  chosen,  so  that  former  strifes 
might  be  forgotten.  Be  zealous  in  promoting  peace  and  edifica- 
tion ;  otherwise  that  church,  with  its  soul-deetroying  discords,  ififl 
come  to  an  end.  The  God  of  love  and  peace  be  with  you.  Wish- 
ing you  the  Lord's  blessing,  we  remain. 

Your  servants. 
In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Albert  van  Muyden,  Ecc.  Amstelod.  Depp.  Classis, 

hoc  tempore,  praeses. 
W.  Peytfers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  May  6, 1754. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Certain  Brethren  in  Queens  County, 
L.  L,  May  6,  1764.     VoL  31,  page No.  26. 

To  the  Brethren  Simeon  Noordwyk,  Paulus  Ammerman,  Abra- 
ham Schenck,  Daniel  Durye,  of  Jamaica,  Queens  County,  Ll- 

Dear  Brethren : — 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  received  your  letter  of  Nov.  5th, 
1753,  with  accompanying  documents  and  carefully  considered 
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HiL  It  woald  be  too  tediona  to  refer  to  every  document 
wratelj;  but  after  careful  examination  of  all  the  items,  we 
re  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Consistory  appointed  by 
fv.  Ritzema,  as  well  as  that  elected  under  the  auspices  of  'Rev. 
-ondeus ;  also  that  the  call  of  Sot.  Thomas  Komeyn  under  the 
recdon  of  the  first  mentioned  Consistory  above,  [must  aU  be 
sognized-J  But  above  all  the  Claasis  desires  to  see  the  breach  ~ 
the  church  healed  by  the  re-union  of  the  divided  Conaistories 
d  of  the  two  parties  in  the  congregation.  In  order  to  secure 
is  end  if  possible,  it  advises  that  the  members  of  each  party  (in 
9  Consistory)  voluntarily  resign,  their  honor  and  good  name 
ing  preserved,  and  that  a  new  Consistory  be  elected,  a  portion 
am  each  party,  to  satisfy  both  aides,  and  that  Sev.  !Romeyn  be 
en  received  by  every  one  with  affection,  forgetting  aU  former 
>ubles  and  disturbances. 

Brethren,  do  encourage  peace.     The  Lord  be  with  you  and  bless 
'U,  and  pour  out  upon  you  and  upon  the  congregation  his  Holy 
)iTit,  to  bring  about  the  desired  change. 
We  are  in  the  name  of  the  'Rev.  Claasis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Albert  van  Muyden,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Depp.  Classis 

ad  res  eztoras,  h.  t.  Fraeees. 

W.  Peitfers,  Ecc.  Amst.  et  Depp.  Scriba. 
msterdam.  May  6, 1754. 

Acts  of  the  Clabsib  of  Amstkbdau. 
be  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  certain  other  brethren  in  Queeins 

County,  L.  L,  May  6,  1754.     Vol.  31,  page  ....  No.  27. 
J  the  Brethren,  Tennis  Coevert,  Elbert  Hogeland,  Joost  Dmye, 
Bentiaan  van  Shaut  and  Jeremiaa  Bapalje,   of  Jamaica, 
Queens  County,  L.  L,  recognized  as  a  lawful  Consistory. 
'orthy  Brethren : — 

The  Claasis  received  your  letter  of  Oct.  16th  1753,  and  having 
ily  considered  the  matter,  recognizes  the  Consistory  appointed 
'  Rev.  Bitzrana ;  also  that  one  appointed  by  Rev.  Arondeus,  and 
a  result,  they  recognize  the  call  upon  Rev.  (Thomas)  Komeyn, 
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under  the  direction  of  that  part  of  the  congr^ation  under  de 
first  mentioned  Consistory  above.  But  above  all  the  Claai 
desires  to  see  the  breach  which  exists  healed  by  the  reunion  of  'it 
now  divided  consistories  and  of  the  two  parties  in  the  oongngi- 
tion.  In  order  to  secure  this  end,  if  possible,  it  advisee  that  tlu 
members  of  each  party  (in  the  Consistory)  voluntarily  resign,  md 
that  a  new  Consistory  be  elected,  a  portion,  from  each  par^,  to 
satisfy  both  sides,  and  that  Rev.  Bomeyn  be  then  received  bj 
every  one  with  affection,  forgetting  all  former  troubles  and  dis- 
turbances. 

Brethren,  do  encourage  peace.  The  Lord  be  with  you  andbkn 
you,  and  pour  out  upon  you  and  npon  the  congregataou  his  Bsij 
Spirit  to  bring  about  the  desired  change. 

We  are  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Albert  van  Muyden,  Ecc.  Amstel.  et  Depp.  Classis 

ed  res  exteras,  h.  t.  Fraeses. 

W.  Peiffers,  Ecc.  Amstel.  et  Depp.  Classis  ad  res  exteras, 

h.  t  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

May  6,  1764. 

Acts  of  the  Ciasbis  of  Amstekdah. 
The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Kev.  John  Frelinghuysen,  May  6, 

1754.     Vol.  81,  page No.  28. 

To  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen,  Raritan. 
Rev.  and  Esteemed  Brother : — 

In  answer  to  your  two  letters,  the  first  of  June  25,  1763,  and 
the  second  of  Ang.  1753,  we  can  only  say  that  weread  with  toij 
great  grief  of  the  early  deaths  of  your  brothers,  (Ferdinand  and 
Jacobus).  The  Classis  sympathises  with  you  and  the  congrc^' 
tions,  and  hope  that  this  breach  in  Zion  may  Boon  be  healed. 

The  Classis  hopes  that  when  you  and  your  family  have  r«o'- 
ered  a  littie  from  this  blow,  your  good  intentions  may  be  araii 
out,  namely,  the  sending  over  of  your  younger  brother  (HeniicM)- 
The  Classis,  however  willing  to  help  you,  can  take  the  libei^  of 
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lowing  him  to  be  qualified  by  the  Coetus.     The  Synod  of  North 

blland  strictly  forbids  ordinations  in  the  East  (Indies).  Let  him 
me  over,  there^ora  It  will  be  useful  to  him  hereafter.  The 
)rd  really  rules  everywhere.  He  has  cut  off  two  flowers,  not 
rough  the  influence  of  the  journey  on  them,  but  by  sickness,* 
bich  consumes  on  land  as  well  as  on  the  water.  We  remain, 
!shing  for  you  all  blessing  and  every  grace.  Rev.  Brother,  In  the 
ame  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  A.  van  Muyden,  Depp.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
I  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  May  6,  1754. 

Acts  of  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

he  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Gerard  Haeghoort,  May  6, 

1754.     Vol.  31,  page No.  29. 

To  Rev.  Gerardus  Haaghoort 
ev.  Sir  and  Brother : — 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  Jan.  15,  1754,  we  inform  you  of 
ar  grief  at  the  imsuccessf ul  result  of  our  advice  on  the  members 
P  your  congregation.  The  Classis  hoped  it  was  a  matter  of  little 
nportance,  and  that  you  had  acted  according  to  your  promise, 
[aving  no  means  of  force  to  use,  we  can  only  employ  those  of 
>ve,  earnest  persuasion,  good  advice.  It  was  therefore  extremely 
)oli8h  for  you  to  use  such  language  as  you  did  use  on  this  subject, 
riticising  the  Correspondence  or  non-Correspondence  of  the 
lassis  with  certain  individuals.  The  Classis  will  bear  and  suffer 
lany  things  from  you,  having  compassion  on  you.  We  know 
lat  persecution  sometimes  causes  a  man  to  lose  his  temper ;  but 
e  hope  that  tribulations  and  reproaches  may  lead  you  to  humilia- 
on ;  for  we  fear  that  the  lack  of  this  is  also  one  reason  of  your 
any  troubles. 

The  Classis  therefore  advises  you  to  see  the  hand  of  the  Lord 

all   this.     Humble   yourself,   therefore,    and   pray   for   the 

ace  of  God.     Having  done  this  sincerely  and  with  lowliness  of 

they  died  of  smallpox  at  sea. 
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spirit^  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  then  quietly  use  jour  beifc 
powers  in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jen 
Christ  be  with  you.     We  are,  Eev.  Brother, 

In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 
John  A.  van  Muyden,  Depp.  CI.  ad  res  exteras,  Praeeei. 
W.  Peitf  ers,  Depp.  CI.  ad  res  exteras,  Scriba. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  May  6, 1754. 

Seooio)  Offeb  of  Trinity  Chuboh  to  Give  LAin>  for  a  Coliigk 
IN  THE  City  of  Nbw  York,  May  14,  1754. 


«« 


It  Is  unanimously  agreed  by  Uiii  Board  Uiat  this  Board  wiU  giTe  for  tin  « 
of  the  Ck>llege  Intended  to  be  erected  a  certain  parcell  of  land  belonftng  to  tUi 
corporation,  to  erect  and  build  the  said  Colledge  upon ;  and  for  the  use  c€  the  mm 
that  is  to  say,  a  street  of  ninety  feet  from  the  Broadway  to  Church  street,  aai 
from  Church  street  all  the  lands  between  Barclay's  street  and  Mnnay's  street  to 
the  water  side— upon  this  condition,  that  the  President  of  the  said  ColledfB  fomv 
for  the  time  being,  be  a  member  of  and  in  communion  of  the  Church  of  Bsglii'i 
and  that  the  morning  and  eyenlng  service  in  said  Colledge  be  the  Liturgy  flf  tt» 
said  Church,  of  such  a  collection  of  prayers  out  of  the  said  Liturgy,  as  shiU  te 
agreed  upon  by  the  President,  or  Trustees,  or  Governors  of  said  Colledge."— *•!*§'« 
History  of  Trinity  Church,    page  lOL    RecordSj  1.  123. 

Livingston's  Twbntt  Unanswbrablb  Bbasonb. 

Livingston's  Twenty  Unanswerable  Reasons  against  a  Sectarian  College  nad  t« 
the  Trustees  holding  the  Funds,  May  16,  17K4.— See  these  reasons  under  Not.  1ft 
17M. 

Petition  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  a  College  Chabio 
BY  THE  Trustees  Having  Charge  of  the  Funds  Raised  by  Act 
OF  Assembly. — May  20,  1754.     (See  Xov.  25,  1751.) 

(New  York  Council  Minutes,  Vol.  xxiiL,  pp.  181,  et  seq.) 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  the  28th  <tf  Msy.  tSi 
Present: 
The  Honorable  James  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor,  etc 

Mr.   Alexander, 

Mr.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Mr.  Holland, 

Mr.  Chambers, 

Mr.  Smith 

His   Honor   laid  before  the  Board   the  following  Petition   which  was  read  ttA 
ordered  to  be  Entered,  yIz  : 
To  the  Honorable  James  De  Laneey,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Oovemor,  eto,,  etc,  etc.: 

The  Petition  of  the  Trustees  mentioned  and  appointed  in  and  by  An  Aet,  IfUi^ 
in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  Reign,  Entitled  An  Act  for  TMtfM 
in  Trustees  the  sum  of  three  thoussand  four  hundred  and  forty-thre«  po0d^ 
eighteen  •hillings,  raised  by  way  of  Lottery,  for  erecting  a  CoUedge  wtKUi  ^ 
Colony,  humbly  sheweth. 


i 
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Ivere  sums  of  money  haTing  been  raised  by  several  Acts  of  the  Governor, 

&nd  General  Assembly  of  this  province  of  New  York,  for  the  establishing  a 

in   the  said  province,  Yonr  petitioners,  by  Acts  afterwards  made,   were 

d  Trustees  for  putting  the  said  moneys  at  Interest,  and  to  receive  proposals, 

donations,  and  procure  Masters  and  Tutors,  in  order  to  make  a  beginning 

lid  Seminary  according  to  the  trust  reposed  In  them. 

Petitioners  further  show  unto  your  Honour,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  said 

ley  have  endeavoured  to  get  a  proper  Master  and  Tutor  for  the  said  intended 

r,  but  find  that  as  your  Petitioners  are  enabled  to  give  Salarys  for  sevoi 

ily,  that  they  are  under  great  difficulty  to  procure  a  fit  and  proper  person 

•take  the  office  of  Master  or  head  of  the  said  Seminary.    Your  Petitioners 

shew  unto  your  Honour,   that  the  Rector  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 

rk  in  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  established,  being 

:o  encourage  the  said  Good  design  of  establishing  a  Seminary  or  CoUedge 

^ucation  of  Youth  in  the  Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences,  have  offered  unto  your 

iT8  a  very  valuable  Parcell  of  Ground  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Broadway  In 

:ward  of  the  City  of  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  said  Intended  Seminary 

dge  and  are  ready  and  desirous  to  Convey  the  said  Lands  for  the  said  use 

itlon  that  the  head  or  master  of  the  said  Seminary  or  Colledge  be  a  member 

n  communion  with  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established  and  that 

rgy  of  the  said  Church  or  a  Collection  of  prayers  out  of  the  said  Liturgy 

Constant  morning  and  evening  Service  used  In  the  said  Colledge  forever, 

aid  parcell   of  Land  so  offered  by  the  said  Rector  and  Inhabitants  Your 

irs  Considering  as  the  most  proper  place  for  erecting  of  the  said  Seminary 

dge  upon  and  That  their  obtaining  his  Majesty's  Charter  to  them  or  such 

s  Your  Honour  shall  think  proper  for  the  said  trust,  will  the  better  enable 

tltioners,  in  conjunction  with  those  Your  Honour  shall  incorporate  by  His 

''s  Charter,  to  provide  a  proper  master  or  head  of  the  said  Seminary,  and 

3r  the  education  of  youth,  and  thereby  greatly  tend  to  promote  and  further 

nt  and  design  of  establishing  a  Seminary  or  Colledge  for  the  education  of 

mong  us. 

Petitioners   therefore  humbly  pray,   That  in  order  to  promote  so  good  a 

ind  the  more  effectual  obtaining  a  grant  of  the  said  parcell  of  land  for  the 

benefltt  of  the  said  Seminary  or  Colledge,  that  your  Honour  would  be  pleased 

t  your  petitioners,  or  to  such  other  persons  as  Your  Honour  shall  think 

His  Majestie's  Charter  of  Incorporation,  with  such  prlviledges  as  to  Your 

shall  seem  meet,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  the  said  design  of 

ling  a  Seminary  or  Colledge  for  the  instruction  of  youth. 

our  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Wm.  Livingston, 

By  order  of  the  Trusteea 
rk.  May  20th,  1754. 

—Petition  from  N.  Y.,  Col.,  MSS.  Ixxvlli.,  120. 

>d,  that  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  gentlemen  of 

ncil,  or  any  five  of  them,  and  that  they  make  report  with  all  convenient 

[See  May  30th.] 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Daniel  Durye  and  others  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  May 

21,  1754. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

To  the  Very  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam : 
•s:— 

i  Classis  is  still  in  the  dark  about  this  matter,  I  find  myself  under  the  great 
y  to  throw  more  light  upon  it 

refore,  the  undersigned,  bear  witness,  in  behalf  of  Rev.  Arondeus,  as  to  that 
:oiifes8ion*8ermon,  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Coetus  told  him  he  might 
that  Rev.  Arondeus  was  willing  to  do  that,  so  as  to  give  satisfaction;  but 
}  Commlisioners  from  New  York,  Revs.  Rltsema  and  de  Ronde,  and  the  com- 
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misiloned  elders,  themielTes  preyented  his  making  that  secoiid  conffsrtnn  I  BjaK 
was  present  And  why?  Because  they  were  convinced  that  Bev.  Arondcaa  wuwi 
an  Illegal  Intruder,  and  sought  not  to  be  obliged  to  make  a  confession  as  thomhki 
were. 

Rev.  de  Ronde  even  declared  to  me,  that  he  wonld  rather  have  hla  taoad  eat  ^ 
than  make  a  confession  of  the  kind  which  the  Coetus  had  Imposed  on  Arondna 

Witnessed  thus  by  me,  elder  of  Jamaica,  In  Queens  County,  on  Long  Uaal,  li 

North  America,  in  the  Province  of  New  York. 

Daniel  Dorje,  Cnmnilwhir 

Hay  nst,  1754. 
We,  the  undersigned,  eiders  of  Queens  County,  testify  that  tfala  Is  the  tralk  li 

regard  to  that  second  confession-sermon,   to  be  allowed,  as  mentioned  titan  If 

Daniel  Durye ;  that  the  Commissioners  themselves  stopped  It,  and  that  Rev.  Anadoi 

was  willing  to  preach  it  for  the  sake  of  giving  satisfaction. 

Cornelius  Voorhees  Jermias  Van  der  Bllt 

Jer.  Van  der  Bllt  Oerrit  Van  Duin. 

No.  213.  II 
Received 

July  22,  1754. 

Report  on  the  Petition  fob  a  Charter  for  a  Colleob  nr  Kit 
York,  May  30, 1754.     (See  Petition,  May  20.) 

At  a  Council  etc.,  the  30th  of  May,  1764.    Present  (the  same  as  above). 

Mr.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  by  order  of  the  28th  Instant  w 
Referred  the  Petition  of  the  Trustees  mentioned  and  appointed  in  and  by  aa  Act 
tor  vesting  in  Trustees  the  Sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fbrty-thne 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  raised  by  way  of  Lottery  for  erecting  a  Oollege  wttUi 
this  Colony,  praying  his  Majesty's  Grant  or  Charter  for  Incorporating  tiM  aM 
College :  Reported  that  the  Committee  had  considered  of  the  same,  and  were  hiBBb^ 
of  Opinion,  that  his  Honor  do  grant  to  proper  persons  his  Majesty's  Iietters  Fttat 
for  incorporating  the  said  College  according  to  the  purport  and  prayer  of  tke 
Petition ;  and  that  his  honor  would  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Attomey-Gcnstl  to 
prepare  a  Draft  of  the  said  Letters  Patent  or  Charter,  to  be  laid  before  his  Hosoir 
in  Council  for  the  approbation  of  the  Board. 

Which  Report  on  the  Question  being  put,  was  agreed  to  and  approved  of. 

And  thereupon  it  was  ordered  by  his  Honour,  with  the  advice  of  the  OraadL 
that  a  copy  of  the  said  Petition  and  the  proceedings  in  Council  upon  the  said  Peti- 
tion, be  prepared  together  with  a  warrant  to  his  Majesty's  Attomey-OeDOtl 
directing  him  to  prepare  a  Draft  of  the  said  Letters  Patent  or  Charter,  aeoordinf 
to  the  purport  and  prayer  of  the  Raid  Petition,  and  it  is  further  ordered  that  tlie 
•aid  Draft  when  so  prepared,  be  laid  before  his  Honor  in  Council  for  the  approbatioB 
of  this  Board. 

Protest  Against  a  Sectarian  College. 

Protest  of  the  Minority  of  the  Committee,  (two  out  of  five), 
appointed  to  report  on  the  establishment  of  a  College  in  New 
York,  to  be  supported  by  the  public  funds,  and  giving  p^efe^ 
ence  to  one  Denomination  of  Christians  therein.    May  30, 1754. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Smith  dissenting  to  the  Report  of  the  Commlttea,  deslnd 
leave  to  enter  their  dissent  with  their  reasons,  which  being  granted,  the  said  retfOBi 
were  read*  and  are  in  the  words  following : 

We  whose  names  are  under¥rritten  being  two  of  five  of  his  Majestj'a  Ooimdl  for 
this  Province,  who  in  the  said  Committee  dissented  from  the  opinion  thin  gini 
by  the  Honorable  Joseph  Murray,  Edward  Holland  and  John  Chamber^  BiQalrBi. 
we  also  having  proposed  that  the  said  Petition  should  remain  for  further  eoa- 
sideratlon  of  the  said  Committee,  before  report  should  be  made  thereon,  and  tht  «ld 
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Committee  having  determined  against  our  opinions  in  that  point  also,  and  carried 
the  proposal  In  the  negative,  have  therefore,  thought  fit  for  the  Justification  of 
«iir  loyal  Intention  towards  his  Majesty's  service,  and  our  hearty  concern  for  the 
iMSt  good  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province,  and  our  true  respect  and 
deference  to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  the  Honourable  Board  of  his 
Majesty's  Council,  with  all  humility  herein  to  set  forth  the  grounds  and  reasons 
why  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  petition  with  the  exclusive  clauses  therein 
contained  ought  not  to  have  been  granted. 

PreYtons  whereto  we  beg  leave  to  declare  that  in  the  political  light  in  which  we 
consider  the  intended  College,  it  appears  to  us  that  any  constitutional  preferment  by 
act  of  Government  within  this  Province  of  one  Denomination  of  Protestants  ewdutive 
9t  others  to  any  office  that  concerns  the  education  of  youth  (a  matter  extremely 
taiterestlng  and  important)  will  be  injurious  to  the  common  rights  of  this  people, 
naturally  endanger  the  producing  of  factions  and  parties,  tend  to  destroy  that 
harmony  which  at  present  subsists  among  them,  raise  and  maintain  perpetual 
jealousies,  feuds,  animosities,  divisions  and  hatred  among  his  Majesty's  subjects 
within  this  Province,  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  party  preferred  to  oppress  the  rest, 
and  tend  to  the  advancement  of  particular  interests  and  designs,  rather  than  the 
publle  good.  And  although  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  state  of  this  province  ought 
to  have  been  fully  considered  in  a  time  of  more  leisure  than  our  preparation  for  his 
Majesty's  service  on  the  publick  affairs  at  Albany,  and  our  business  on  the  Circuit 
would  admit  of,  yet  we  thought  it  our  duty  at  this  time,  notwithstanding  these 
^IsadvaBtages  with  regard  to  the  present  petition  to  observe  more  particularly,  that 
It  appears  to  us. 

First.  That  the  far  greatest  part  (we  suppose  seven-eighths)  of  the  freeholders 
'•and  inbabitants  of  this  Province  are  Protestants  of  religious  denominations  different 
ftom  those  of  the  Church  of  England  established  by  Law  in  South  Britain,  who  are 
-an  aealously  attached  to  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  their  own  respective 
.parties,  and  notwithstanding  their  different  opinions  in  religion,  are  all  well  affected 
4o  his  Majesty's  person  and  Government  and  the  Protestant  succession  in  his  Royal 
House,  and  are  good  and  profitable  members  of  the  community,  and  (at  least)  as 
^to  the  far  greatest  part  of  them,  have  not  hitherto  been  disqualified  by  any  Act  of 
IjegWature,  for  public  service  in  any  office  either  Oivil,  MUitary  or  Uterary  within 
this  Government. 

Seeondly.  That  the  free  indulgence  of  liberty  of  conscience  and  an  equal  enjoyment 
of  dTU  rights  allowed  to  Protestants  of  all  denominations,  and  the  impartial  dis- 
tributing of  offices  of  trust  to  Protestants  of  sufficient  qualifications  to  discharge 
such  offices,  within  this  Province,  has  greatly  tended  to  its  present  growth  and  pros- 
perity, and  that  its  future  strength  and  support  as  a  Prontier  Province  against  the 
common  enemy  very  much  depends  upon  the  preservation  of  those  liberties  and 
Tights  without  the  least  violation  or  infringement. 

Thirdly.  That  the  College  established  by  the  Charter  proposed,  being  evidently 
tntended  to  draw  to  it  the  application  of  the  public  funds,  raised  for  the  erecting 
a  College  or  Seminary  of  Learning  within  this  Province,  will  contract  the  scheme 
of  public  education  within  narrower  limiU  than  appear  to  have  been  designed  by 
the  present  public  acts  of  legislation  and  will  prove  a  manifest  infringement  upon 
the  rights  of  the  people,  who  are  all  equally  interested  in  the  money  raised  for  the 
purpose. 

Pourthly.  We  conceive  that  a  charter  granted  with  such  exclusive  clauses,  will 
prove  a  public  greviance,  and  tend  to  disoblige  the  far  greater  part  of  the  people  of 
this  province,  who  will  be  disposed  to  think  that  this  government  treats  them 
unkindly  in  judging  them  unfit  to  be  trusted  in  the  education  of  their  own  youth. 
In  abridging  their  natural  and  civil  rights  and  liberties  in  an  article  of  the  highest 
importance.  That  it  will  tend  to  drive  away  the  far  greatest  part  of  the  youth 
of  this  province  into  the  neighboring  colonies  for  an  education,  and  transfer  a  con- 
siderable part  of  our  wealth  to  the  support  of  foreign  colleges,  will  tend  to  prevent 
strangers  from  settling  among  us,  obstruct  the  increase  of  the  value  of  our  lands 
and  his  Majesty's  Revenues  by  Quit-Rents,  and  in  the  event  have  an  unhappy 
tendency  to  continue  this  province  as  a  frontier  against  the  Prench  in  a  weak  and 
-dsfenceless  state. 

Whersfbre  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  against  the  grant  of  the  present  petition 
(smoiig  other  reasons  that  may  be  collected  from  the  premises^  more  particularly 
ithat  it  appears  to  us. 
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1.  As  being  unjust  by  any  charter  to  exclnde  any  Protestant  Denomination  la  tUi 
province,  from  any  office  in  onr  College. 

2.  Aa  being  inconsistent  with  religions  liberty,  to  Impose  any  method  oC  dtoki 
aerriceb  nnleas  It  be  formed  for  that  purpose  In  snch  way  aa  tlie  I^eglalatnrt  Ml 
agree  to. 

3.  Aa  tending  to  monopolise  learning  to  a  small  party,  and  to  drire  tlie  gmiHi 
part  of  the  yonth  Intended  for  an  education  to  seek  It  oat  of  tbia  prorlnea. 

4.  Aa  subyerslye  of  the  generous  design  a  Publlck  College,  Intended  by  tbt  adi  tf 
the  Legislature,  referred  to  in  the  petition,  which  do  not  exclude  any  dcnoataitiM 
of  Protestants  from  public  oiflce  therein. 

6.  Aa  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  Prosperity  of  this  proTince^  by  eatabllsUiff  li 
a  minor  party  a  constitutional  right  with  an  exclusive  dominion  orer  the  far  gmls 
part  of  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

t.  As  detrimental  to  his  Majesty's  Interest,  the  honor  of  his  gOTemment  witUi 
tills  province  and  the  general  good  and  welfare  of  the  people  that  Inhabit  the  tamt 

For   these   reasons   we   do  enter  our   protestation   against   and   dissent  to  the 

grant  of  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition,  with  such  ezclualTe  clanna  aa  axe  oa- 

talned  In  It.    Protesting  further  and  declaring  It  to  be  our  undoubted  rifht  sal 

bounden  duty   for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  with  regard   to  civil  and  reUgliMi 

interests  of  the  good  people  of  this  province,  as  occasion  may  require  to  poHIA 

this  our  protestation  for  the  common  good. 

Ja.  Alexander 

Wm.  Smltk 
New  York.  30th  May,  1754. 


P.  S.~We  have  recollected  since  writing  the  above,  that  John  Chamben^ 

a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Edward  Holland,  Esq.,  as  Mayor  of  the  dtyif 

New  York,  are  two  of  the  Trustees  named  by  the  Act  of  the  Assembly  mentlooed  li 

the  preceedlng  petition,  and  consequently,  they  are  not  the  lees  petlttoners,  thtt  Mr. 

Livingston  has  signed  the  petition  by  order  of  the  Trustees.    And  with  snlMslwlns, 

we  think,  no  person  ran  be  a  fit  Judge  of  his  own  petition.    And  for  that  resNsif 

also  protest  against  the  granting  the  said  petition. 

Ja.  Alennder 

Wm.  Smith 

His  Honor  was  pleased  to  observe  that  as  the  gentlemen  dissenting  to  the  aid 
report,  had  in  their  protest  declared  It  to  be  their  undoubted  right  and  bouDdei 
duty,  as  occasion  might  require,  to  publish  their  said  protestation  for  the  cobbob 
good,  and  should  they  publish  the  same,  considering  that  their  protest  wu  hii 
before  this  board,  and  entered  in  the  minutes  thereof,  it  might  be  presumed  to  bt 
published  with  their  approbation,  and,  therefore,  he  desired  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  whether  they  thought  It  proper  that  leave  should  be  given  to  publiih  the 


The  Council  declared  as  they  were  of  opinion  It  ought  not  to  be  published:  ihey 

could  not  advise  or  consent  that  leave  should  be  given  for  that  purpoae. 

—Council  Minutes,  29M. 

ObDEB  of  THB  GJoVEEtNOR  ON  THE  PETITION  FOB  A  ChABTER  FOK 

A  College  in  New  York.     Junb  4,  1754. 

By  the  Hon.  James  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  his  Majesty's  Lieutenant  Gtovemor  and  GoB- 
mander  In  Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territorlea  depcadiir 
thereon  in  America. 

To  WWiam  Kempe,  Baq.,  hia  Mafesty^a  Attorney  General  for  the  Provinee  of  Ve* 
York: 

Whereast  The  Trustees  mentioned  and  appointed  in  and  by  an  act  paased.  ete.,  elt, 
(aa  above)  hath  by  their  humble  Petition  presented  unto  me  and  read  in  Couadl  ea 
the  28th  day  of  May  last,  humbly  prayed  I  would  grant  to  them,  the  petitlotttci*  V 
to  such  persons  as  should  be  thought  proper,  his  Majesty's  Charter  of  Incotpoittioa 
with  such  privileges  as  should  be  thought  meet,  which  Petition  waa  then  refSerrsd  t» 
a  Committee  of  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  or  any  five  of  them.  The  Cbalnstf 
whereof  afterward  reported  that  the  Committee  were  humbly  of  oidnlon  that  I 
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I  Bisot  to  [inpeT  penona  Iiia  Uajeatj'i  Letter*  Patent  for  IncorporatlDs  the 
LjalleK*  aocordlDg  to  the  pnrport  and  prayer  of  tbe  petition,  and  direct  tbe 
a^  General  to  prepare  a  drift  of  the  aald  Letters  Pateot  or  Charier,  which 
:  waa  azreed  to  and  approved  of  aa  the  aald  petition  and  tbe  prnceedlnga  Id 
^11  therenpon,  coplea  of  which  are  herennto  annexed,  mar  more  fallj  and  at 


e  thonBht  flt  br  and  with  the  advice  of  hU  Hajeatr'a  Conncll  to 
1,  and  TOO  are  heiebj  directed  and  required  to  prepare  a  draft  of  the  aald 
■  Patent  or  Charter  according  to  the  pariiort  and  praiyeT  of  the  aald  petltloD, 
a  iBj  the  same  before  me  In  Coancl]--and  for  ao  doing  tbia  aball  be  jout 
ent  warrant. 
en  nndei  mj  hand,  etc.,  etc.,  the  4tb  dar  of  Jnne,  ITH.— From  N.  Y,  Col.  M83.. 


LT  OF  WlLLLlM  SaMDBL  JoHHBOW,  (SoH  OF  Db.  SaUDBL 
3HH80H,)    A  LaWYEB,   TO  LiTIHQSTOH'S  TwBNTT  UmAHSWEB- 

)LB  Beaboits."     Jchb  13,  1754. 
Abstract. 

not  wiah  to  enter  Into  CoatroveniT-  Llvlngaton'i  Teaaona  far-fetched.  Btnlned 
ntctloD  of  the  Act  of  ilimimMj.  (to  ralae  monera),  and  ol  the  purport  of  the 
on  and  Gbarter,  (aa  propoaedt  for  Cbarter  la  dated  October  n,  ITU.)  The 
emeo  determined  to  oppoae  everything  which  doea  not  coincide  with  Ind^icQ- 
'  In  tellglon  and  government.— "The  Froteet,  I  think,  goea  npon  a  wrong  sap- 
loo,  namely,  that  the  Charter  petitioned  for,  la  to  establlah  a  College  without 
Lppmbatlon,  and  almoat  Independent  of,  the  Aasemhly  oi  Leglalature;  to  tbe 
>rt  of  which,  nevertheless,  the  moneys  granted  by  the  two  Acts  of  AsBembly 
0  be  applied,  contrary  to  tbe  latentlooa  and  detlgn  of  the  Assembly  In  making 
rant;  which,  I  take  It,  la  by  no  mean*  aimed  at  by  anybody,  nor.  Indeed.  I  con- 
can  poMlbly  be."    Trinity  Chnrch  conid  not  be  expected  to  make  the  offer  of 

for  the  College  without  the  conditions  anoeied 

William  Bamuel  Jobnaon. 
13.  17U. 

Ssiirdalce'*  lAfa  ef  Dr.  Samuel  JoftMon,  192. 
Uay  le,  17M,  and  Nov.  1,  ITBL 


Bbuqion  Auono  the  Mohawks. 

ProeeedingB  of  the  Colonial  Congress  held  at  Albany. 

(New  York  Papers,  Bundle  Kk.,  No.  20.) 

Albany  the  19.  Jnne  mi. 

ithren:  We  tbe  Mohawks  ot  both  Catties  have  also  one  request  to  make,  which 
■at  the  people  who  an  aettled  ronnd  about  na  may  not  be  suffered  to  sell  our 
le  Bum;  It  keeps  them  all  poor,  makes  them  Idle  and  wicked;  it  they  have  any 
•y  or  gooda  tbey  lay  It  all  ont  In  Rum,  It  destroya  vtrtne  and  tbe  progreHB  of 
[Ion  amongat  n«:  (the  lower  Caitle  of  the  Hobawka  have  a  Chapel  and  an 
Ish  Hlstlonary  belonging  to  lt>. 

!  have  a  friendly  reqneat  to  make  to  the  Governor  and  all  the  Commlaslonen 
preaent,  that  they  will  help  us  to  build  a  Oharcb  at  Cannojohary,  and  that  we 
bave  a  Betl  tn  It,  which  together  with  the  pnttlng  a  atop  to  the  Belling  o(  Ram. 
tend  to  make  na  Bellgloua  and  lead  better  Uvea  than  we  do  now. 

a  HMMni**  draoght  of  the  speech  he  propose*  to  make  to  tbe  SIi  Nations  which 
ABHvend  to  tbe  Board  tbe  «th  Inat:  waa  r«ad,  and  after  debate  had  thereon. 
77 
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reUtlTe  to  the  ule  of  Bmn  tmoiigat  tbem.  and  the  OinnaJiAaTj'*  dealr*  •toMt 
Chnrcb,  ■ome  alt«T«tlooi  aiM]  addltlona  to  It  irere  aKrecd  to  be  propowd  tt  Ik 
HoDoar. 

Brethteli  ot  the  Upper  Caitle  of  the  Hohanks. 

I  am  w«ll  pleased  with  roar  eeniest  requeit  to  hare  a  Choicta  bnlU  amomM  rm, 
and  iliall  do  ererrtbltiK  In  taj  power  to  pnxDote  so  tood  a  work,  and  It  li  nQ 
agreetUo  to  me,  aod  the  CommlMloner*  from  all  the  GoTemments  pre*eat  IsM 
a  dlapoaltloD  In  700  to  receive  the  Chrletlan  Bellttlwi. 

-Col.  Doca.  N.  T.,  Vol  tI,  8TS-T,  m,  m. 

The  Chdbch  and  the  Coli^eoe. 

Reverend  S.  Johnson  to  the  Arcliliisliop  of  Canterbuiy.*    Jnlj 

10,  1754. 

Uay  It  pleaae  Yonr  Grace: 

The  Beam  hereof  li  Mr.  Solomon  Palmer  who  hBTlng  been  bronsbt  np  and  (nil- 
ated  at  N«w  Haven  ColleKe.  baa  for  several  Tears,  been  a  dtaaeDttni  Ulnlateirfl 
veiT  good  character  and  In  nnch  esteem  but  npon  occasion  ot  onr  late  CootMM 
be  hath  been  led  to  read  manr  of  the  best  Divines  o(  onr  Charcb,  wbleb  haaof  kk 
convinced  him  that  It  Is  his  dntr  to  conform  to  tbe  cbnrcb,  and  now  fssi  nl 
recommended  b;  seversl  of  the  Clergy  of  Connectlcnt  to  m;  I^ord  of  Loodn  bf 
holj  Olden  to  be  iDcombent  to  several  adjacent  plarea  In  the  CouDtr  ot  UldMI 
In  that  Colonr,  where  Ms  late  parish  Is.  and  where  there  ac«  nan^  people  tW 
eampsti;  desire  he  may  be  settled  among  Ibem.  And  though  they  are  moat  of  tlO^ 
bnt  poor  new  planters,  they  have  engaged  thirty  pounds  sterling  per  annnm  *IM 
he  bath  accepted  as  a  Title  for  his  Ordination,  and  whirh  I  hope  my  Lord  ot  liaAs 
wilt  accept  of  as  he  doea  not  go  with  any  dependence  on  any  Salary  fiOD  ttF 
Society.  Nevertheleea,  as  this  will  be  bnt  a  vecy  slender  support  for  a  ttoB}  tf 
seven  Children,  he  Is  also  recommended  to  the  Society;  and  I  shall  b«  very  tbosfkt- 
tul  for  Yonr  Grace's  Inflnence,  If  It  may  be,  that  he  may  have  a  small  poriN 
allowed  him  In  addition  to  It. 

On  this  occasion  I  hnmbly  beg  leave  to  Inform  Your  Grace  that  the  aenlho«>( 
the  City  ot  New  Tork,  where  I  now  am,  have,  for  sevenl  Tears,  t>eeo  pnJMttal 
to  eslabllsh  a  College  here,  and  been  raising  money  for  that  parpoae,  and  *n  sst 
reB<^red  speedily  to  carry  It  Into  eiecntlon.  They  have  all  along  been  oftea  siprM- 
Ing  iheir  design  that  1  ahonld  be  the  Head  of  their  Intended  College;  from  wUti 
(upon  a  visit  I  made  them  last  fall,)  I  sincerely  endeavoured,  to  my  ntmost  to  dl*- 
Buade  them;  notwithstanding  which  tbey  have  since  nnanlmonsty  cbooen  me  Id  Ub 
Office,  assuring  me  that  they  cannot  be  agreed  on  any  other  method,  and  that  at 
refusal  would  much  endanger  the  miscarriage  of  their  design:  aod  It  aeenis  the  f»- 
cral  persuasion  tbat  It  Is  my  duty  to  accept. 

However  t  have  this  Spring  been  prevailed  upon  to  spend,  at  least,  soms  nwothi 
here,  (my  neighboring  brethren  In  the  mcnn  time  taking  tarns  to  do  dnty  for  me  i> 
my  absence;)  la  which  time  the  TmHlees  hnvc  been  projecting  a  Charter,  accoidlnf 
to  the  tenor  ot  which,  the  service  ot  the  Chucch  Is  to  be  always  ased  In  ttie  ColM<. 
and  the  President  to  be  always  ot  the  Cbnrcb  of  England;  and  It  Is  passed  In  Csod- 
ell  and  preparing  for  tbe  Senln.— In  consideration  of  which  conditions,  the  geetlt- 
men  of  Trinity  Chnich  will  give  h  tmcl  of  land  excellently  sttnsted.  wbento  ti 
build  It.  with  7  or  SOOO  pounds,— And  It  Is  Intended  thst  Yonr  Grace  and  m;  1^^ 
ot  I^ndon  be  flrst  named  among  the  aovemors  of  the  College  to  be  lncorporstrd. 

Heta  Is  Indeed  ■  most  virulent  and  active  facllnn  of  Presbyterians  and  PiK' 
tblnken  that  do  violently  oppose  such  s  Cbnrtcr.  and  do  all  they  can  to  dhsl''' 

■Tbe  mnvt  Reverend  Dr.  Herring  was  Bishop  of  Bnngor  In  1TI7:  he  lOcneM 
Dr.  Blackburne  as  archbishop  of  York  In  ITIS,  snd  on  the  death  ot  Dr.  Potterjs 
n«,  waa  elevated  to  the  See  of  CHnierburv.  Me  died  on  the  lath  of  March,  nc 
"Be  waa  ■  very  amiable  man    to  whom  no  fault  was  objected;  though  perhap*  <■■ 

Kntleness  of  bis  prlnclplea,  his  grest  merit,  whs  thouicht  one.    During  the  neeOM 
bad  taken  np  anus  to  detendfrom  wiiresBlun  Chat  religion,  wUch  be  abbscin 
making  an  iQstrumeut  of  oppression."    Warpolc— Ed. 
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Dntcb,  vltbODt  whom  tbej  bear  but  &  imall  proportloD  Id  tbe  province.— But  u 
Dotcb  ••em  geDerallj  ateadj  In  tbeir  duIod  vltb  tbs  ChDrch  ot  EnfElaod.  It  li 
rnncb  doabted  that  the  General  Awemblj  will  approTe  ot  the  Charter:  aDd  If 
r  do,  I  believe  I  mnat  accept  ol  thla  Ofllce  and  aettle  here,  and  ariil;  niTicIf  to 
dlactisrxe  ot  It  as  well  a>  I  caiL— And  I  hDmblj  beg  an  Interest  In  Yoar  arace> 
ren  In  1117  bebalf,  of  which  I  ahall  stand  Id  mncb  need  ea  I  am  Tcry  dcaclent  Id 
per  (inallllcatkiDa  for  aach  a  boilDeia,  and  eapeclally  conalderlog  mr  advanced 
n.— I  am.  Ha;  It  pleaae  Xonr  Qrace,  Zonr  Qrace'a  moat  dutiful  bod  A  moat 
UcDt  hiuDble  Beirant, 

(■tmed)         Samuel  Johnaon. 
r  Xork,  Jnl7  10,  ITH. 

-OoL  Doca.  N.  Y.  Vol.  tI.  pp.  819,  BGO. 

RELIQIOn  AUOITO  THE  MoKAWKB. 

lieutenant  Governor  De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade. 
(New  York  Papers,  Bundle  Kk^  No.  19.) 

New  York,  July  S2,  17H. 

Lords:— 

l«r  (the  Ifohawka)  have  dealred  me  to  get  a  Chorcb  ballt  among  thtm.  I  Aall 
it  k  Brief  tor  that  purpoae,  and  enconrage  anbacrlptkina,  and  If  I  can  obtain  a 
IcleDt  anm,  I  will  order  the  Chnrch  to  be  bcllt  of  Btooe,  In  such  a  Manner,  that 
mlj  aerre  aa  a  Fort  apoo  any  emergency.  Thna  much  of  the  npper  Uobawka. 
M  hnrar  Caatle  of  Jtlohawka  have  alio  put  In  their  complalnta  to  me,  and  they 
■1st  ot  two  artldei.  One  relatei  to  a  iraDt  ot  Land  made  by  them  to  Hr.  Bar- 
r,  pnaeDt  Hector  ot  Trinity  Church ;  thla  grant  paMe»A  through  tbe  naual  fotmi, 
t&ej  My  thej  Intended  It  aa  a  Qlebe  for  bin  ni^  while  he  lived  among  them 
t  Hlaaftniary  and  alterwarda  for  tbe  nie  of  bla  aucceaaora;  bat  I  am  Informed  be 
le  ■  regular  purcbaae  of  It,  and  believe  It  to  be  10.  aa  be  laid  oat  a  conalderable 
I  of  money  In  balldlng  on  It,  which  no  pmdent  Uan  would  have  dona,  who  bad 
f  an  eatate  of  ao  abort  a  continuance.  1  ahall  lay  It  before  the  Aaaembly  and 
eavonr  to  prevail  on  tbem  to  pay  Mr.  Barclay  tor  hla  Improvemeata,  who,  I  am 
ilMiI,  la  willing  to  coDvey  that  Eatate  for  the  use  of  a  Mlaslonary  forever,  upon 
ig  relmbaned  tbe  Expenaes  he  baa  been  at 

J  Lorda,  Yonr  Lordahlp'a  moat  obedient  and  moat  humble  arrraDt, 

Jameg  De  Lancej. 
—Col.  Doca.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vl.  pp.  SGO,  S51.  B&2. 

Ci:a8si8  of  Austesdam, 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     July  22,  1754. 
(Abstract) 
No.  213.*- 
Letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Queens  County  on  Long  Island 
May  21,  1754.     Signed  by  David  Durye  as  committee.     Ke- 
yed July  22, 1754. 

Contains  a  declaration  in  favor  of  Rev.  Arondeua;  viz,,  that 
was  inclined  to  preach  a  second  Confession-Sermon,  but  the 
[nmittee  of  New  York,  Rev.  Ritsema,  Rev.  de  Ronde,  and  the 
lers  ■  on  the  committee,  prevented  this  second  agreed-to-con- 
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feesios,  becanee  they  were  convinced  that  'Rev.  Arondeus  wu  bo 
unlawful  intruder,  and  thus  need  make  no  confeeaion  of  being  n. 
Four  other  elders  also  testify  to  the  same  by  their  signatant. 
xxiii  411. 

Cebtifioate  of  Study,  fob  Johaxnes  Aemihob  Wbbrio,  (Wn- 
hioh)  Jdly  23,  1764. 

Omatiseimus  Juvenis,  Johannes  Aemillus  Wemig,  W^ngarteit- 
eis,  S.  St  Theologiae  Studiosus  bactenus  nos  solum  curncnlnm 
Theologiae  dogmaticae  abaolvit,  at  repetendo  huic  cunicolo  nime 
Intentus   eat;   sed   etiam   praccepta  formandae    orationis  stose 
audivit.     Vitam  quoque  ezteme  honestam,  quantum  acio,  et  ■ 
vitas  inimuaem  duuit.     Quoniam  vero  f  undamenta  tantom  fom   ' 
utriusg.     Theologiae  Scientiae  et  Theoreticae  et  Practicae  pcoi^ 
induBtria  opua,  et  continnata  diligentia,  crescente  etiem  in  &»  I 
fervore  et  eelo,  ut  ab  initiis  hisce  ad  felicem  studionim  metui  J 
bono  cum  Beo  pregrediatur.     Eum  in  finem  denm  in  CbAb)  I 
propitium,  et  Spiritus  St.  bonum  ac  gratiam  apprecor. 

Heydelbergae,  July  23,  1754. 

C.  BnuuDgi. 

[See  July  14,  ITSI;  July  17,  1762.] 

The  Synod  or  North  Holland,  July  30-Aoa.  8^1754. 
The  Synod  received  a  German  letter  from  New  York,  iiif^ 
April  25,  1754,  relating  to  Pennsylvania  affaire.  See  ArticlflW' 
The  Gennan  churches  advised  net  to  unite  in  a  Conference  vitl> 
the  Presbyterian  churches  in  America.  Nothing  in  the  iCnntci 
of  this  session  relating  to  New  York. 

COBBESPONDENCE  IN  AUEBICA. 

(Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderen  to  his  Opponents,  Aug.  15,  1754.) 
No.m. 

L.  S. 
Men  and  Brethren : — 

Having  understood  from  reports  that  the  Olaaaical  Xetter  b^ 
Amsterdam,  which  your  Bevs.  recently  received^  made  neattiB 
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2e  and  union;  and  also^  having  understood  that  many  of 

^VB.  would  be  inclined  thereto :  these  few  lines^  therefore, 

«nded  to  show  that  from  our  side  we  are  not  lees  so  in- 

But  if  this  desirable  work  is  to  be  accomplished,  it  will 

?ssary  to  take  action;  and  means  to  that  end  ought  to  be 

operation. 

)ably  there  is  no  more  effective  or  proper  way  than  for 

arties  to  come  together  and  confer  about  it    In  order 

►re,  to  bring  about  such  a  result,  we  most  kindly  invite  your 

to  such  a  conference),  that  we  may,  together,  devise  means 

'  the  fire  of  discord  and  dissension  which  has  been  burning 

US  for  so  long  a  time,  may,  by  the  blessing  of  Gk)d,  be 
Lsly  quenched ;  and  that  instead,  peace  so  desirable,  with  its 
3me  fruits  may  be  enjoyed  among  us,  according  to  the 
aalm;  ^^  Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
n  to  dwell  together  in  unity,"  etc. 

rder  to  reach  such  a  result,  five  men  have  been  appointed 
t  purpose  from  our  side,  one  from  each  village;  and  our 

is  that  the  same  thing  be  done  by  your  side.     The  men 

e  thus  appointed  to  meet  together  ought  to  keep  in  mind 

noT^B  saying,  "  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  ",  Matt.  6 :9. 

^  request  we  hope  for  an  early  answer.    Besting  in  this 

tion,  we  commend  your  Eevs.  to  God  and  to  His  Grace. 

lessed  in  the  name  of  all, 

U.  Van  Sinderen,  Minister  of  the 

Holy  Gospel  in  Kings  County, 
ih,  Aug.  15, 1754. 

The  College  and  the  Chuboh. 
1    Livingston    to    Chauncey    Whittelsey,    New    Haven. 

August  22,  1754. 

•other  did  me  the  honoar  of  waiting  upon  me  thli  morning  with  jour 
&nd  told  me  you  desired  from  me  a  state  of  our  college,  and  what  waa,  or 
o  he  its  plan  and  constitution.  It  was  opened  last  June,  In  the  Teatry-room 
lool -house  belonging  to  Trinity  Church.  It  consists  of  seTen  students,  the 
of  whom  were  admitted,  though  utterly  unqualified,  in  order  to  make  a 
They  meet  for  morning  prayers  in  the  church,  and  are  like  to  make  as 
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great  a  progren   in   the   liturgy   m   in   the  acleiioe  The   doctor's  adiuUnBui 
promiees  stupendoas  mattere •*• 

I  have  acquainted  the  tnistees  with  the  contents  of  yonr  last  letter,  h«t  wt  bt« 
had  no  meeting  since  I  received  it.  The  plan  on  which  they  would  fix  it,  you  iffl 
see  by  the  paper  enclosed.  They  expected  the  governor  wonld  have  granted  tbi 
charter  on  their  preferring  a  petition,  and  I  brieve  they  had  aome  aaeimace  ti 
that  purpose;  but  the  noise  and  uneasiness  created  by  the  protest  whteh  I  f^ 
llshed,  on  purpose  to  create  such  a  noise  and  uneasiness,   have  so  possM  Ui 

h r  that  he  has  hitherto  deferred  his  answer.   The  patm 

has  indeed  excited  so  great  a  fermentation  in  the  province,  that  In  oonaeqsciirf  rf 
the  reasons  therein  urged,  and  some  other  steps  that  had  been  taken  by  as  ni 
my  friends  for  rousing  the  people  to  an  opposition,  several  of  the  members  Is  tm 
present  session  of  Assembly  are  come  with  petitions  from  their  constitaents  t»  Ifem, 
against  granting  any  further  fund  for  the  college  till  Its  constitution  and  gOTfiB- 
ment  be  settled  by  an  act  of  legislation.    The  adverse  party  are  also  msfctsg  Islnsi 
with  the  members,  to  nod  over  the  affair  and  leave  it  to  the  managemeBt  «f  He 
trustees.    But  I  believe  we  have  a  majority  who  will  enter  Into  an  eTsmliMttea  d 
their  conduct,  and  vote  for  Incorporating  it  by  Act  of  Assembly :    Had  the  pflstn 
not  been  overawed  from  publishing  anything  on  the  subject  In  their  newspaper^  I 
am  confident  we  should  have  raised  so  great  a  fervour  in  the  provinces,  as  notkln 
but  a  catholic  scheme  would  have  been  able  to  extinguish.    However,  a  nev  pns 
will  be  set  up  in  the  fall,  and  then  I  am  persuaded   (if  not  then  too  late)  tk 
trumpet  will  not  cease  to  blow  in  Zion. 

After  the  session,  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  the  event  of  this  afCalr.  Some  of  the 
members  are  greatly  exasperated  against  the  trustees,  but  tbej  have  better  beirti 
than  heads,  and  are  browbeat  and  nonplused  by  some  of  the  house  of  better  capidtr 
than  themselves.  But  they  are  lately  inspired  with  much  fortitude  by  tlie  proBte 
of  a  foreign  aid,  which  I  believe  will  render  them  a  match  for  their  anttgooMt 
The  act  proposed  and  every  other  requUite  will  be  prepared  to  their  hands. 

With  respect  to  my  own  transactions  In  this  matter,  as  I  have  not  been  wlUwoi 
the  thanks  of  some,  I  have  not  wanted  the  malediction  of  others.  Those  wlio  wcr 
at  the  bottom  of  the  partial  plan  I  opposed,  and  who  thought  it  Just  on  the  point  of 
being  carried  into  execution,  when  I  published  the  very  scheme  they  had,  set  i 
fortnight  before,  absolutely  disowned  from  having  in  view,  will  never  forgife  ne; 
as  this  effectually  prevented  all  possibility  any  longer  to  conceal  their  intoitiou 
of  monopolizing  the  management  of  the  college,  they  tcaxed  exceeding  irfsIA,  isd  I 
repaid  their  anger  by  laughing  at  their  resentment    I  am,  etc. 

WUliam  Uvhigstoa 
— Sedgewick*s  Life  of  Wm.  Livhagston,  w-  ^-IS- 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhinebect 

Sept.  2,  1754. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Lower  Rhlnebeck.  on  the  Plats  of  Dutchess  Coanty: 
Very  Rev.  and  Much  Beloved  Brother  (Brethren)  :  All  that  your  Beva  con- 
temptuously write  in  your  former  letter  of  May  27,  1754,  being  fully  expreved  to 
ours  of  Dec.  5,  1762,  we  must  refer  your  Revs,  to  that,  and  request  that  your  Ren 
be  pleased  to  conduct  yourselves  according  to  the  PostscrlpL  Everything  msst  be 
dropped,  and  all  things  done  in  order.  We  pity  the  woful  condition  of  the  charckei 
and  pray  God  for  your  Reva  and  the  Church.  Wishing  you  every  grace  and  blesslnc 
we  remain. 

Very  Reverend  and  much  beloved  brethren,  your  very  Revs.'  very  dotlfol  serruti 
and  brethren.    In  the  name  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Job.  Alb.  Van  Muyden.  Rev.  CI.  of  Amst.  et  depp.  CI.  ad  res  ext  p.  t. 

W.  Peiffers,  B.  a.  Amst  depp.  CI.  p.  t  Scrlba. 
Amsterdam,  in  our  Classical  Assembly,  Sept  2,  1764 
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Ohuboh  of  New  York, 
Domine  BoeFs  Widow.     Salaries. 

New  York,  September  16,  1754. 
OoiMlstory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

BMolved  IbL  That  the  widow  of  Domine  Boel  shall  receive  the  fall  salary  for  the 
larter,  now  expired,  In  which  her  hnsband  died,  and  shall  have  the  free  nae  of  the 
>ase  until  Ifaj  1765. 

1  That  the  salary  of  the  minister  shall  henceforth  be  Increased  to  two  hundred 
>and8»  it  being  understood  that  this  Is  an  addition  of  ten  pounds  to  the  former 
icrease.  The  old  minister  had  for  the  entire  service,  in  both  churches,  one  hundred 
Id  flfty-flve  pounds,  with  fifteen  pounds  for  fire  wood.  Besides  this  twenty  pounds 
ere  afterwards  given  on  certain  conditions,  and  they  pledged  themselves  to  attend 
» the  catechising,  private  as  well  as  public. 

This  done  in  Consistory.    Signed  in  the  name  of  all. 

J.  Rltsema,  Preeidoit. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Sept.  ?  1754. 

(Abstract.) 
No.  222.     Answer,  46. 

Letter  from  Kings  County  on  Long  Island,  of  March  29,  1754 ; 
Igned  by  the  elders  John  Lett  and  John  Couwenhoven. 

They  state  that  they  are  the  old  Consistory  of  the  Church  of. 
[ings  County.  On  Sept  18,  1753,  they  protested  against  the** 
tterance  of  the  sentence  of  the  Coetus  on  Rev.  Arondeus,  both 
8  consistory  and  congregation ;  and  that,  no  answer  having  been 
eceived  thereto  from  the  Classis,  Bev.  Arondeus  as  early  as  last 
ear  departed.  And  that  after  much  slinging  (Dutch :  slingeringe) 
bout  by  Bev.  van  Sindoren  and  his  party,  they  had  finally  unani- 
lously  chosen  the  peace-loving  and  estimable  Bev.  Antonius  Cur- 
3nius,  who  had  been  for  more  than  twenty-four  years  the  praise- 
worthy pastor  at  Hackensack.  He  had  accepted  this  call,  on  con- 
ition  that  the  reunion  of  the  parties  in  the  church  should  be 
reposed  to  Van  Sinderen  and  his  party,  by  the  election  of  a  New 
lonsistory  for  the  whole  church,  whereby  the  foundations  of 
eace  might  be  laid. 

That  then  his  friends  should  see  what  they  could  contribute 
)ward8  a  salary  for  him.  This  should  also  then  be  approved  on 
leir  side,  beyond  the  total  which  by  him  (?)  should  be  paid  to 
lev.  Curtenius.  That  the  proposal  was  rejected  by  van  Sinderen 
nd  his  followers,  although  Bev.  Curtenius  wrote  to  Bev.  van 
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Sinderen,  that  lie  was  willing  to  join  friendly  hands  with  rm 
Sinderen,  to  promote  the  peace  and  to  sapplj'  ran  Smdeacn't 
arreara  of  salarj.     Van  Sinderen  objected  that  be,  'Rev.  Cuiteoia 

hut  that  since  Arondeus  was  an  onlawftd  putor, 

in  conBequence  bis  consistory  was  also  illegal ;  and  from  its  ille- 
gality followed  the  illegality  of  the  call ;  wbiob  tbey  deny.  Tbej 
give  aa  reason,  why  they  did  not  previoosly  tmite  the  conastowi^ 
that  then  they  would  not  have  been  able  to  cboae  a  minister  to  thai 
general  satisfaction ;  and  also  because,  wben  Bev.  Manans  (see 
bad  preached  there,  they  had  made  out  a  call  to  bim,  by  wUeb 
signatures  they  deemed  themselves  anthorized  to  calL  Tbdr 
request  is,  that  the  Classis  would  approve  this  call  (to  Cartem») 
as  lawful,  assuring  us  that  this  would  tend  to  peace. 

Tbey  request  a  speedy  answer,  expecting  the  coming  of  Ber. 
Curtenius  at  the  earliest  opportunity,     zxiil.  419-420. 

CoKTUS  OF  New  Yobz. 
Portfolio  of  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

Meeting  of  tbe  ReTerend  OoatDi  at  New  York.  Sept.  IT-U,  17GL 

Tile  KeT.  Aiaemblr  wni  op^aed  witb  prarer  by  the  KtlrlDE  presldeot. 

It  eonilsted  of  the  follonlng  uiembera.  mlDUten  wltli  thelt  eldera; 

MlDlsten.  Blden. 

Hev.  B.  BrlckMD  WtUeni  Wrckboff 

■•    O.  HaeghooK  

"     A.  CnrtealDi  Jan  Berdan 

"    J.  Rliiema  Abr.  Van  Wjek 

"     Dip.  Van  BiDderen  Pletec  LeDpn 

"    3.  U.  Glocticbliu  At>T.  LeTdekk^r 

"     Job.  Le;dt  Head.  Vlacher 

"     B.  Van  der  LInde  Albert  ter  Hiid« 

"    J.  C.  Frejenmoet  (Jerrit  Brink 

■■     8.  Vecbryct  Jan  Haring 

"     D.  Mariana  Derirk  Vreeland 

Simon  Van  Aandaal 

Tbe  Her.  Aiaombly  bad,  to  1t>  (orrow  and  regret,  learned  tbat  tbe  K«T.  JA 
Friellnghnjaen,  on  tila  irar  blther,  erpn  aa  far  aa  Iiong  Island,  bad  by  •  aaMt* 
attack,  been  taken  borne  out  of  thla  tlfe;  and  tbat,  therefore,  bla  Bar.  did  m* 
reach  bla  deitlnallon,  while  we.  atao,  mnat  be  deprived  ot  bla  Ber'a.  preacoeet*' 
help. 

Ab  Ker.  de  Ronde,  wboae  turn  It  was  to  preiide,  did  not  appear  that  dai.  U" 
Ber.  Aaaemblj'  cboae  Re*.  J.  RKiema  as  temporary  adaeaaot. 


Tuesday  forenoon. 


L  The  Ulnnte  relating  to  tbe  ImproTemeDt  of  the  Coetna,  or  to  tbe  aattlng  a 
on  a  better  tooting,  waj  read  from  tbe  recorda  of  the  Coetna  laat  bald.  The  ■ 
bera  were  aaked  in  turn  by  (he  preaident  to  give  their  vlewa  on  tbat  minute;  V 
aeveral  mggeatlona  were  alio  heard.    The  reaolt  waa,  that  aome  ot  tha  hnO 
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kdvlsed  that  the  Coetai  remain  ta  itatn  qno.  but  be  treed  tma  wbat  was  dMective; 
whHe  othen  held  that  theie  omit  be  an  Improvemeiit  which  would  amoant  to  a 


L  Baacdved  that  the  reading  ot  the  Claaalcal  letter*  be  d 
The  meetlDK  wet  closed  with  thankaglTlog  to  Qod. 
Time  ot  meeting  In  the  altemoon,  1;10. 


Afternoon, 


The  meeting  waa  opened  with  prarer. 

1.  A  earoplaint  waa  broaght  In  hy  the  Ber.  Conelitorj  ot  Flihklll  agalnit  Rer. 
Ben].  Melnema.    It  wai  rcBolvPd  to  conBldcr  It  the  next  monilag  at  ID  o'clock. 

1  The  Claaalcal  letter*  ot  Bept  S,  ITU,  of  Jan.  B  and  Maj  1.  ITSi,  were  read. 

I.  According  to  prevlona  Haggestlone,  It  waa  decided  bj  a  Bnfflclent  nnanlmit;  at 
Totea,  that  an  effort  he  made  to  get  the  Coetus  changed  Into  a  Claeals:  the  exact 
IKID  ot  which  to  be  left  tor  turtber  conalderatlon. 

4.  It  waa  decided  that  a  plan  In  brief  be  dranu  np  Indicating  the  tonn  wblcii  tbe 
Qaaila  abonld  take.  Aa  a  Committee  for  tbla  pnrpoae  there  were  appointed  Reva. 
Haegboort,  John  Leydt  and  8.  Verbrjck.  together  with  the  elder,  H.  Vlacber. 

Tba  meeting  waa  closed  with  thankigivlag  to  God. 

Time  ot  meeting  In  the  morning.  V  o'clock. 


Wednesday  forenoon. 


The  Ber.  Aatemblr  having  been  opened  with  prarer  to  God, 

1.  The  minutes  of  tba  preTloua  session  were  read,  and  the  errors  noted,  were 
corrected. 

1.  It  was  reaolred  that  Her.  John  Bltiema  preside  at  all  tbe  sesalont. 

t-  Tbe  complalnta  of  the  conBlBtorr  ot  Flehklll  were  read,  and  oral  explanations 
heard.  It  waa  resolved  that  Revs.  Erlkaoo.  A.  Cnrtenlns  and  D.  Marlnus.  together 
with  their  elders,  be  a  committee  to  go  to  Flshklll  as  soon  as  possible,  to  deal  there 
wltb  the  matters  broogbt  In,  according  to  certain  instrnctioDs;  and,  In  order  to  gain 
thli  aalQtarr  object,  It  was  recommended  that  Re*.  R.  Brikson  preach  a  Peace- 
Bermoa  there.    ThlR  dut;  waa  bj  him  accepted. 

The  meeting  closed  with  tbankaglTlng  to  God. 

Time  ot  meeting  In  tbe  afternoon,  1:30. 


Afternoon. 


The  meeting  was  opened  witb  prayer. 

1.  On  "Instrnctlons"  for  the  Committee  going  to  Flshklll,  there  were  appolnlcd 
aa  a  committee.  Revs.  0.  Haegboort.  John  Leydt,  J.  C.  Fryenmoet  and  Verbryck. 
with  the  order  that  they  report  In  the  momtng  at  9  o'clock. 

L  The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  np  a  plan,  outlining  the  form  of  the  Clawts, 
made  a  report  of  their  work.    Tbii  was  approved  and  accompanies  this.    (See  below.) 

I.  Two  of  the  members  ot  the  Flshklll  conslHtory  tielng  present,  heard  tbe  action 
taken  by  the  Rev.  Assembly  and  acqnlesced  In  the  same. 

4.  Two  elders  from  Jamaica,  of  tbe  party  which  had  called  Rev,  Thomas  Itomeyn, 
being  preaent,  expressed  their  desire  for  a  report  from  the  Classls  relative  to  (beir 
outMn:  and  Oeamed  tbat  the  Clastls  bad)  left  their  matters  further  to  the  Rev. 
Com  Da. 

Wltb  thanksgiving  to  Ood  tbe  meeting  adjourned. 

Time  of  meeting  ia  the  morning,  »  o'clock. 


Thursday  forenoon,  9  o'clock. 


The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer. 

1.  The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  InBtmcUona,  tor  tbe  Committee  appointed 
OD  the  matten  at  Flahkltl,  made  a  report.  This,  after  some  amendments,  waa 
appnrvad,  and  accompanies  these  minutes. 

1  It  ws*  represented  to  tbe  Assembly  tbat  Bev.  Manclns,  regardless  of  tbe  wam- 
lag  of  Bar-  Dip.  Van  Slndaren,  bad  undertaken  to  pnacb  tor  the  party  ot  Arondena. 


V 
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aud  had  with  them  made  out  a  call  for  a  minister.  While  It  Is  not  the  prorlMtiC 
this  Assembly,  so  fur  as  Rev.  Manclos  is  coDcemed,  to  correct  this  matter;  the 
Assembly,  neyertheless,  requests  that  this  may  be  done  by  the  BeT.  GlaMlii  k 
order  that  onr  work  for  peace  in  that  church  may  not  be  thwarted. 

3.  Jacob  Ontwater,  being  present,  requested  an  explanatloo  of  m.  censarn,  wUd, 
It  was  pretended,  had  been  laid  upon  him  last  year.  It  was  the  declaloD  of  tbf 
Rev.  Assembly  that  Jacob  Cutwater  was  not  under  any  censure,  and  was  therpflire. 
to  be  treated  as  a  member  of  the  church. 

4.  Daniel  Durye,  with  his  party,  came  In  and  presented  certain  commnnicatlov 
bearing  on  their  affairs  In  Queens  County;  and  particularly,  against  those  who  ciIM 
Rev.  Thomas  liomeyn.  These  were  accepted,  to  be  further  considered  (ad  refevei- 
dum)  in  the  afternoon. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  thanksgiving  to  God. 
Time  of  meeting  In  the  afternoon,  3  o'clock. 


Afternoon. 


The  Rev.  Assembly  was  ojjiened  with  prayer. 

1.  The  consideration  of  the  matters  In  Queens  County  was  taken  op:  and 

(1)  Whereas,  The  Rev.  Assembly  has  been  informed  of  the  very  dangeroas 
condition  of  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn,  wrestling  with  a  dangerous  fever,  so  that  tkut 
Is  more  probability  of  his  death  than  of  his  life:  and 

(2)  Whereas,  Those  who  called  him  are  lawfully  prevented  from  being  piesMt,  to 
reply  to  what  the  (other)  party  has  proposed:  and 

(3)  Whereas,  Those  who  have  opposed  the  calling  of  Rev.  Thomas  Bomsya,  feivt 
declared  before  the  table,  that  they  cannot  fall  In  with  the  propositioo  of  the  Wn, 
Classls  for  uniting  the  congregation,  except  on  condition  of  giving  op  Bev. 
Romeyn  and  calling  a  new  minister  In  his  place:  therefore 

2.  The  Rev.  Assembly  Resolved  that  the  matters  in  which  they  are 
must  remain  In  their  present  state;  and  that,  if  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn  ikosy 
recover,  which  may  God  grant!— his  installation  shall  take  place  over  tboie  tt 
Jamaica,  who  have  called  his  Rev.,  as  well  as  for  those  at  Oyster  Bay;  and,  la  cue 
tbolr  matters  should  subsequently  require  any  action  by  the  (X>etus,  they  wffl  ke 
obliged  to  call  an  extra  session. 

3.  The  church  was  left  free  to  choose  the  persons  to  Install  Rev.  Thomas  Boneyi. 
but  they  are  not  to  go  outside  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

4.  Daniel  Durye  and  his  party  having  come  in,  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Aaeii* 
bly  was  read  to  them.  To  this  they  replied:  **Then  we  can  do  nothing  moreakoit 
It,  and  had  better  go  home.'* 

5.  The  document  relative  to  the  form  of  the  Classls  was  again  read,  and  tpl> 
approved  by  a  unanimous  vote.  It  was  thereupon  Resolved  that  it  should  be  sipcd 
by  the  president  and  the  scribe.    This  was  done. 

G.  A  Ck>mmlttee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  G.  Haeghoort,  J.  RttsMna,  J- 
Schuyler  and  8.  Verbryck,  to  come  together  at  New  York  on  the  1st  of  April  sext. 
to  confer  on  the  reports  from  the  churches,  on  the  matter  of  organising  a  CLA88IS 
In  these  regions;  and  to  decide,  as  circumstances  may  require,  whether  or  hoc  t« 
write  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam  (about  It),  and  the  Christian  Synod  9l 
North  Holland.  The  Rev.  J.  Ritsema  will  write  the  Committee  as  to  the  tlae  «tf 
meeting),  which  will  have  to  be  determined  by  the  time  of  the  ships  salUag  to 
Holland. 

7.  Resolved  that  Rev.  Rltxema  shall  provide  each  minister  with  a  copy  of  the  plan 
for  a  Classls.  Each  minister  shall  then  also  present  the  same  to  the  vacant  chsrebH 
under  his  care,  in  order  that  It  may  be  signed  by  those  churches  which  haTe  no 
ministers,  as  well  as  by  those  that  have. 

8.  Resolved  that  hereafter  the  Rev.  Assembly  shall  begin  its  regular  sessioos  » 
the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 

Whereupon  the  Rev.  Assembly,  well-contented  by  reason  of  the  excellent  hanaos? 
and  love  which  had  prevailed,  adjourned,  with  thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  Ood. 
We  so  testify  by  our  slgnatores  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  all. 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
Samuel  Verbryck,  p.  t  Beiibs 
No.  235. 

Acts  of  the  New  York  Goetos.  Sept  17,  17S4.  / 

i 
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CoBKESFOimEKOE  IN  AUBBIOA. 

enlar  Letter  of  the  Coetus  to  the  Churches,  Proposing 

Classis.     Sept  19, 1754. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol  ii. 

e  BcT.  Coetai,  reeling  tlie  deepeal  Interest  In  tbe  welfare  nnd  the  advBDcem 
r«ll  ■•  the  extenilOD  of  the  klogdom  of  Jesua  Cbrlit  Id  them  remote  regli 
:lallj  la  BccordaDce  with  oar  Dutch  Reformed  CoostltuUon,  haa  been  dsTli 
ibte  meant  tor  attalDliiB  Bud  ptactlcallr  promotliiK  taeh  an  object.  It  f 
Inced  bj  certain  reasons,  nod  la  eonitralned  alto  In  consclmee,  to  leek  to  beo 
olied  Into  a  Clasals.  This  Is  done  not  octr  In  Tlew  of  what  la  defectlTe,  fr 
and  tronblesome  la  the  Coetna  as  at  pretenl  organlied ;  bnt  alio  and  beet 
le  argent  renaons  and  even  necessity  for  a  Claasls. 

rbe  Coeto*  can  give  no  sattafactary  reaaon  from  th«  Cburcb  Order  for 
Kt  orgwiliatioii,  being  neither  tt  CooslBtorlal,  nor  a  Claaalcal,  nor  a  ajnod 
mblj.  Aa  It  ezlata  now,  It  li  liable  to  contempt  from  without,  and  to  confni 
In. 

rbe  Coetna  baa  no  power  to  act  for  the  highest  welfare  of  tbe  Chtireh,  ani 
utlstactlon  of  tbe  eongregatlona  located  here;  for  It  can  neither  glTS  a  gen 

decision  of  a  case,  nor  constitute  cindldatea  and  mlnlatera.    Bealdea,  ther 
Tonble  and  tbe  dela;  In  the  preseni  mode  of  procedure  :  tor  mattera  have  to  i 
id  fro  between  tbe  Coetus  and  the  Clasals  of  Amsterdam  before  a  consumma 
be  reached,  and  often  It  Is  not  then  reached. 
.  on  the  other  hand,  tbe  neceaalt;  far  a  Clasala  ta  obrloiu.   Thereby  we  a 

tbe  wlihea  of  oeeily  all  the  churches ;  and  alao  free  them  from  tbe  need 
bea*7  eipenaea  wblch  are  Incurred  by  sending  over  tbe  sea  our  young. men 
latlon.  We  ahall  also  free  them  from  tbe  loss  of  mucb  time,  and  from  the  gi 
I  to  which  the  yonng  men  expose  themselves;  ss  well  as  giving  calls  to  n 
Idates.  And  thna,  too,  we  can  prevent  men  from  seeking  ordination  in  ol 
mlDstlona  differing  from  as.    One  instance  of  this  appears,  in  the  case  of 

onable  to  get  It  from  us,  got  It  among  tbe  Oermans :  and  this  may.  It  la  i 
m  feared,  lead  to  others. 

na,  also,  we  should  bave  the  power,  and  be  In  a  condlUan  to  transact  t 
atch  tbe  bn^neaa  tbat  comes  up ;  to  supply  tbe  churches  with  candldatea 
sters;  and  so  to  advance  toward,  and  attain,  the  real  good,  benedt  and  pi 
le  charehea.  We  hope  to  convlni^e  the  Classis  of  this  witb  good  arguments, 
est  the  ClaaalB  to  aid  us  In  aecurlng  that  object,  by  laying  the  matter  before 
•d,  and  ratifying  It  with  the  Synod's  consent 

erefore,  the  consistories,  aa  well  aa  tbe  churehea,  were  most  ktnillr  askei] 
their  consent  and  approval  to  the  plan,  and  to  subacilbe  It  with  their  hondi 
mce  thereof ;  also  to  bind  themselves  to  stand  by  snch  a  Clasals.  and  abide 
■nbmlt  to  Ita  rale  and  decision,  according  to  tbe  Church  Order ;  and  to  see  t( 

•very  minister  and  consistory  coming  In,  do  the  same ;  Id  order  that  thoa, 
:ary  oblect  may  the  better  commend  Itself  to  the  Synod  and  obtain  Its  approvi 
Ds  done  In  the  meeting  of  oar  Coetna,  held  st  New  Tork,  Sept.  II,  ITH. 
■ned  In  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritsenut,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
Bamne!  Terbrjck,   p.  t   Sertli 
it  ef  Oa  CoptM^-la  this  porleteuUle  are  three  more  letters,  all  of  the  si 
irt  and  date,  bnt  algned  only  by  Ret.  I.  Bltiema,  p.  t.  Praeses.    At  the  bot 
le  of  theM  stands  written : 

B.    Answer  Is  requested  for  1st  of  April.   J.  Itlliema. 
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The  CoetUB,  (per  Beva.  John  Bitzema  and  Samnel  YeArjdi)  to 

the  Clasaia  of  AmBterdam,  September  19,  1754. 

Portfolio  "  Kew  York  ",  Vol.  it     Extracts,  Vol  xxiii :  415. 

Addraned :  Very  B«v.  Sin.  Fatbera  and  Brctbreik  mlnlitan  and  sldan,  euMtlttai 
the  Ber.  CliMli  of  Amitertan. 

New  Tork,  Bept  1),  tin 
Very  RiTetead,  Terr  Learned  S[rs,  Fathrn  and  mncb -respected  BrcUirCD;— 

We  were  honored  agalD  with  two  or  three  of  roar  Very  Hera,  esteemed  TMrn, 
□amelr,  one  ol  Sept.  3,  ITU,  with  a  cop;  of  the  docnnient  algned  b;  Ber.  Tki^ 
Romem;  one  of  Jan.  S,  17U,  with  the  Acta  Of  the  Synod,  etc;  and  yet  aMtkctf 
il»j  6,  From  tbeae  we  dlacorer  that  nothing  was  written  bj  na  which  roar  Jai 
aevs.  did  not  recetTC.  So  we  feel  ouraelvea  exceedingly  obliged,  with  homUi  pil>- 
tade,  to  acknowledge  the  care  and  trouble  which  roar  High  B«Ta.  hare  tata  W 
ua  and  lor  the  ZIon  of  God  In  these  regiona. 

II  now  we  were  onl;  In  a  condition  to  bilng  aboot.  what,  we  And  ptoposdlaa 
In  yoar  wlae  couniels,  particalarlf  Id  the  Irkaome  mattera  of  Long  laland,  we  AmH 
together  with  the  churchea,  conalder  ooraelres  verj  fottnoate;  bat.  It  seeaa  M 
aometbing  or  other  la  alwaji  bonnd  to  coma  In,  to  binder  oor  wboleaonu  rfHIt 
Aa  regards  the  particular  matter  of  Rot.  Thomaa  Romejn'i  call : — the  Bar.  Carta 
can  Inform  the  Ver;  R«t.  Claaala,  that  one  of  onr  membera,  (becaoae  jatt  ttm. 
bad  left  tbe  declalon  with  the  coetna,  and  had,  moreoTcr,  propoasd  to  brtag  9> 
other  churches  under  that  call),  had  advlaed  Rev.  RomcTO  not  to  (o  to  tiw  (kuA 
at  all  nntll  the  Coetua  bad  put  forth  Ita  ellorta ;  In  order  that,  bj  be^  Dm 
Inangurated  at  0;stei  Bar,  Immediately  upon  bla  arrival,  the  good  oUeet  e(  ttt 
Very  Rev.  Claasli  might  not  be  hindered  ;  and  especially,  because  It  waa  only  ibml 
all  weeks  before  the  aemlon  of  the  Coetos.  With  the  consent  of  the  chnrch,  tU 
advice  was  follownl.  Dot  In  the  mean  time  It  happened  that  Rer.  Raaejt  su 
taken  with  a  serious  Itlnesa.  and  Is  now  wrestling  with  a  wasting  typhoW  fen. 
It  la  even  feared  he  may  not  recover.  Those  objecting  to  bis  call  at  Jaiuka  km 
also  made  a  written  declaration  before  our  Assembly,  to  the  effect  that  they  «enM 
willing  to  enter  Into  the  calling  ol  Romeyn  through  the  union  of  the  conatBtory.  t> 
tbs  Coetus  baa  not  been  able  to  do  anything  yet ;  bu.t  they  have  been  forcid  t> 
decide  that.  U  Bomeyn  sbould  recover—which  may  God  grant  I-^e  shall  be  tasi- 
gurated  In  those  churchea  that  called  him. 

Tbe  Rev.  Coetus  has  to  report  also  that  the  Bev.  Benrlena  Boel,  left  tbia  werH  il 
the  age  o(  sixty  six  on  the  ntb  of  June,  1TE4.  Be  tiad  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  thedil 
before.  Also  tbe  yoong  Bev.  Jobannea  Frlellnghoysen  died  on  tbe  I£th  of  BeptoaMt, 
(lTi>I>,  baving  come  here  to  attend  our  Coetus.  Hla  wife,  who  was  In  a  ddlcats  M- 
dltlon,  and  two  children  came  wltb  blm.  Thus,  to  Its  deep  sorrow,  that  floorliUW 
cbnrcb  for  only  a  abort  time  employed  his  faithful  services.  Hay  the  Lord  beal  lUt 
breach  of  Zlon ! 

It  seems  that  a  way  ts  opening  for  the  restoration  of  peace  In  Kings  Coonly.  n 
Long  Island.  To  that  end,  we  desire  that  God  may  be  graelooa,  and  grant  tbstsD 
obstacles  may  be  cleared  sway- 
As  regarda  the  Ulnotes  of  the  Coetua,  the  Assembly  deemed  It  necessary  tbst  i 
Committee  should  put  them  In  order  by  next  spring,  so  that  tbey  may  b«  mti  vitt 
at  that  time. 

This,  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Respected  Brethren,  la  what  we  have  to  report  V' 
close  wltb  hearty  congratulations.  It  Is  our  wish  and  prayer  that  your  Ttr;  Btn.' 
Assembly  and  persons,  and  tbe  weighty  work  of  your  ministry,  maj  be  tonf  blest  to 
(be  advancement  of  the  welfare  of  ZIon  In  these  regions,  to  the  gloty  of  Jehdnfi 
name,  and  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 

Very  Rev.  Blrs,  nigbly  Honored  Fathers, 

Tour  Very  Revs.'  Obedient  servants  and  Bretbren,  tbe  Coetna  of  K" 

Signed  In  the  name  of  all. 

J.  BItzema,  V.  D.  U.  N.  T.  pL  t  FraMm. 
Samuel  Terbryek,  p.  t.  Bcrlba. 
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COEEESPONDBNCE  FBOM  AmERIOA. 

Chuboh  of  New  York.     Oct.  1,  1754. 
Coetus.     Classis.     Kings  College. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Art,  1.  A  proposal  was  presented  from  the  Coetus  stating 
various  reasons  why  a  Coetus  was  of  no  use  or  advantage,  and 
why  therefore  it  would  be  better  to  establish  a  Classis  here ;  and 
requesting  the  approbation  of  the  consistory  to  the  measure. 

Art.  2.  After  deliberation,  since  the  Coetus  declares  itself  to 
be  of  no  use,  which  we  also  believe,  and  have  learned  more  than 
Dnce  by  experience,  we  for  good  reasons  judge  that  a  Classis  would 
be  of  much  less  use,  and  so  think  it  better  to  abide  by  the  old 
consistory  for  the  quiet  of  the  congregation,  with  the  privilege  in 
any  diflRculty  of  consulting  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Art  3.  Since  on  the  30th  of  August,  1750,  Domine  De  Ronde 
was  called  to  the  congr^ation,  under  condition  of  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Coetus,  the  congregation  then  thinking  the  Coetus 
to  be  of  great  good  to  the  church ;  but  now  the  Coetus  declares 
itself  to  be  of  no  more  use,  the  consistory  declares  that  clause  of 
the  call  null  and  void,  still  recognizing  his  reverenoe  as  their  law- 
ful pastor  and  teacher. 

Art.  4.  It  was  further  resolved  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  express  to  them  the  views  of  the  con- 
sistory, so  that  the  Classis  may  see  on  what  ground  their  action  is 
taken.  Domines  Kitzema  and  De  Ronde  and  the  Elders,  Cuyler 
and  Richard  were  appointed  a  conmiittee  for  this  purpose. 

Art.  5.  It  was  resolved  to  present  a  petition  to  the  Assembly, 
requesting  liberty  to  have  a  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  College 
for  the  Low  Dutch  Church,  who  shall  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  same,  instruct  therein  freely  and  without  hindrance. 
Domines  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  and  Elders  Cuyler  and  Richard 
were  made  a  conmiittee  to  prepare  the  draught. 
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Art.  6.  A3  to  the  house  which  the  consistory  kept  dnring  Ut 
life  time  of  Dtiniine  Boel,  it  was  resolved  to  rent  it  to  this  peira 
or  that. 

This  done  in  consistory.    Signed  in  the  name  of  all, 

L.  De  Ronde,  PreaidenL 
October  1,  175i. 

(The  copy  found  at  Amsterdam,  omita  Articles  5  and  6.  TOi 
is  of  no  importance  as  to  Article  6 ;  but  it  is  remarkable  thit 
Article  5  should  liave  been  omitted.  The  same  matter  is  Hkeviia 
not  alluded  to  in  tlio  Consistory's  letter  of  Oct.  17,  1754.  We 
give  the  copy  aa  found  at  Amsterdam  in  1897-^8.) 

.\(^Ti(i.\-  or  CoxsisToiiY  OF  Xew  York  ox  tub  Cibculab  LEimor 

THE  CoETUs,  Oct.  1,  1754.     (See  Oct.  17,  1754.) 

Portfolio  "  Xeiv  York",  Vol  u. 


AftM"  prailng  to  did.  there  waa  rca<t  to  Oils   (ConBtBtorLal)  ABwmblj  •  il —I 

from  (he  Itrv.  <'oetnit  helil  In  \c\v  York,  In  this,  tor  BcTPrBl  rouoDi  gtna,  Si 
Cotcui  Is  declared  lo  Iw  uf  ou  use  or  rr^at,  bdiI  It  wu.  Iherefore.  tbontf  t  taR  ti 
form  a  t'laasls  In   this  cmiDtr;.    To  Ihls.  our  ConalRlorr  aloo  la  aaked  to  fin  n 


The  dlBCDSBlon  brought  nut  the  follnwlRg:— thai  nur  (Conslalor 
servM.  that  Uie  CdoIus  dtdnrn  ttseir  to  be  of  do  use  Thta  fae 
aad  have  more  than  oniv  had  proof  of  Uie  sitnie  br  eiperleaoe. 

tr;  would  be  ot  much  less  uae.  And  io  we  think  for  tbe  aake  of  peace  li  mt 
church.  Io  abide  by  our  old  CoDBlator; ;  ret  alwaji*,  In  any  dlDcultlea,  takliw  cMMl 
with  (be  Bee.  ClasalB  of  Amaterdam. 

Art  t. 

And  whereas,  on  tbe  SOth  ot  Anenat,  ITU.  ReT.  De  Bonds  waa  called  to  Ikll 
chnrch  on  the  express  coDdltlon  of  bis  being  a  member  ot  tbe  Coetns,  tlM  ctald 
at  that  time  still  tblnklng  that  the  Coetua  «-aa  of  great  aae,  and  a  benefit  ta  te 
chureb.  And  wbereaa  the  Coetui  now  declares  Itself  to  lie  of  no  more  nae;  tbcnflM, 
tbe  Be*.  Consistory  Judaea  also  that  this  clause  concerning  B«t.  De  Bonds  faUi 
away  and  Is  declared  void;  althouRh  now,  as  well  ■•  heretofore.  It  r 
Rev.  aa  Ita  legal  Sbepbecd  and  Teacher. 

Art.   4. 
It  was  further  thought  best  In  reRard  to  this  matter,  that  the  C 
bring  It.  at  tbe  earliest  opportunity,  to  the  table  of  the  Be*.  Claasla  of  A 
and  Klve  utterance  to  their  vlewa  regarding  It,    Thus  the  Ctaasla  maj  aee  on  «lat 
ground   Its  action  was  taken.    For  that   purpose  were  appointed  aa  %  ( 
Devs.  Rltiema  and  De  Bonde.  and  two  eldera,  Snller  and  Blchard. 

Lnmbertui  Da  Bonde,  p^  L 


Thna  done  In  our  Conslator;,  New  York,  Oct  1,  ITH. 
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COBBESPONDENCE  FBOM  AmEBICA. 

Bev.  Gerardus  Haeghoort  of  Second  Eiver,  to  Classis  of 

Amsterdam,  Oct.  12,  1754. 

Portfolio  "  New  York '%  Vol.  ii. 

ddraned :  To  the  Beverend  ClasslB  of  Ameterdam. 

ary  Reverend  Sirs  and  Bespected  Brethren :— 

year  Beva.'  mlsalye  of  May  6,  17S4  came  duly  to  hand.  In  reply,  I  want  to  thank 
Mir  Bevs.  for  your  decision,  that  what  by  contract  was  promised  me,  is  due  me; 
v,  without  question,  I  have  fulfilled  my  part  of  the  contract.  Your  Bevs.  consider 
le  call  to  be  a  contract  To  be  sure^  it  is  written  with  certain  conditions.  But 
rer  here  those  conditions  care  called  **  hiring  *'  an  expression  which  is  very  odious, 
•rring  my  illness,  I  have  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  fulfilled  my  calling.  I  have 
lufl^t  to  be  faithful  in  all  things,  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gifts  granted  me. 
nt  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?  Would  that  the  other  party  had  also  ful- 
lled  its  part.  Attention  to  these  things  have  never  been  tiresome  to  your  Bevs. 
Iiether  now  the  time  can  be  deducted,  and  the  decision  of  your  Bevs.'  in  writing, 
ui  stand  in  court,  remains  to  be  seen. 

As  to  the  second  matter  which  your  Bevsw'  letter  contains,  I  most  say  with 
lUtte  ''What  I  have  written,  I  have  written."  The  truthfulneai  of  what  I  have 
lid,  I  shall  always  maintain  and  defend.  But  I  consider  it  very  illogical  and 
Dtenable  for  the  Rev.  Classis,  (for  which  body,  otherwise  I  cherish  a  very  great 
srerence  and  respect),  to  characterize  my  remarks,  (In  which  I  only  called  atten- 
on  to  a  blunder  of  the  Classis  in  the  matter  of  correspondence  with  Individuals), 
ot  only  by  the  hateful  designation  of  *'  criticisms "  but  also  as  **  an  absurd  and 
Ktravagant  use  of  language  " ;  nevertheless,  the  matter  is  as  clear  as  day,  and  I 
lost  have  fully  convinced  your  Revs.  In  regard  to  it  But  it  seems  that  your 
SSTSL  are  unwilling  to  hear  the  truth,  or  that  you  have  a  way  of  distorting  it 
'oasiderlng,  however,  that  your  Revs,  have  been  misled  by  a  certain  person,  I 
in  bear  with,  and  Indulge  your  Bevs.  in  a  great  deal ;  but  for  your  Bevs.  to  use 
lie  language  you  did,  after  such  full  and  convincing  information  which  I  furnished 
on,  is  quite  absurd  and  extravagant,  if  not  impertinent  and  slanderous.  I  cannot 
fmpathlze  with  the  Classis  in  this  matter,  because  the  Classis  is  not  in  distress 
I  I  am.  Whence  can  come  this  madness  of  the  Classis,  generally  so  wise?  It 
lost  be  of  set  purpose,  willingly  and  knowingly— a  thing  inexcusable  in  the  wise, 
liose  eyes  ought  to  be  in  their  heads.  Perhaps  your  Bevs.  are  piqued  at  my  for- 
vding  your  letter.  But  I  gave  your  Bevs.  my  very  good  reasons  therefor.  It  was 
Mie,  not  for  an  evil,  but  for  a  good  purpose.  It  should  have  been  thus  taken  by 
Hir  Bevs.,  rather  than  to  have  had  it  cause  a  root  of  bitterness  to  spring  up.  Take 
lis  to  heart 
But  what  pains  we  most  of  all,  what  grieves  me  more  than  all  my  own  dlstreasea, 

your  Bevs.*  supposition,  that  it  is  a  lack  of  humility  and  meekness  in  me,  (which 
y  distresses  might  have  been  expected  to  work  out  in  me)— that  leads  me  to  make 
ich  harmful  disturbances.  Now  whence  arises  such  an  uncharitable  judgement? 
will  not  decide  this  point,  but  I  leave  it  to  your  Bevs.'  eternal  accountability. 

your  Revs,  had  reproached  and  accused  me  for  being  too  yielding,  too  confident 
id  frank ;  and  had  exhorted  me  to  be  more  prudent  and  careful,  I  should  not  have 
ken  it  amiss;  and  this  would  have  been  as  oil  upon  my  head.  But  now  I  fear 
tat  it  was  the  opposite  of  these  virtues  of  humility  and  meekness  which  may 
wsibly  have  led  you  to  use  such  hurtful  and  shameful  expressions. 
I  could  write  a  great  deal  about  my  very  unpleasant  circumstances.  They  seemed 
»  have  reached  their  height  in  the  extreme  measures  taken  to  get  rid  of  me,  and 
»  stop  my  income;  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  law.  How 
lis  state  of  things  came  about,  and  through  whose  infiuence,  I  consider  it  needless 
»  mention.  It  is,  indeed,  dangerous  to  name  persons,  and  to  complain  of  them 
»  the  Classis.  Such  a  course  does  not  generally  make  the  matter  better,  but 
Lther  worse;  unless  your  Bevs.  should  desire  it  and  want  to  know  the  Judge*s 
Kislon.   In  tliat  case,  I  would  give  your  Bevs.  a  neat,  accurate  and  circumstantial 
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accoont  of  tierTttlag.  Blfrned  too,  by  member*  of  the  Oonslatory  her*.  But  I  ■wU 
■nneat  to  jonr  BtTH,.  tliat  It  mlsht  be  well  If  oor  corrMpondence  were  bcoten  * 
Inasmnch  M  It  Is  not  cartltd  on  Uiiuugb  ttae  Coetiu  uvbow  i  wkI  alaca  tbu  oi' 
reapondeoce  of  Comellm  Clivper  and  othcn  ■eema  ta  b«  mora  asracabla  to  ]<Nt 
Beri.  BelDs  in  aa  EoBllib  couotrj,  we  had  iMtter  help  ooraelTca  u  bnt  «*  tn. 
I  can  write  to  ;oiic  Bera.  bcrcatter,  oalj  In  reply  to  ■ome  request  of  ronrt.  I  k 
not  care  to  receive  more  letters  of  the  kind  recently  recelred ;  It  would  bM  turn 
the  eetrangement  to  become  greater. 

UesDwhlle,  I  aianre  your  Revs.,  that,  with  the  well-lnteDtloned  ono,  who  tuai 
for  the  riKbta  of  the  Cbarcb  and  of  the  Rood  caDse.  and  without  wboM  b*Ip  1 
might  powlbly  hare  been  ooated,  or.  at  least,  bOTe  found  inyaelt  InvolTcd  la  wn 
aerlona  dltncnlllea,  I  will  do  my  duty,  and  pnt  forth  every  effort  to  conTlaee  at 
gain  thoee  that  &re  lll-dlapoaed ;  and  ao  to  heal  the  breach  Id  out  Ilaea;  Until 
■ome  alsna  of  thli  are  showing  themselTea.  Tbe  Coetna  la  on  the  point  ct  iriit 
to  pieces ;  yet  the  organliadon  of  a  Claaala  Is  meeting  with  opposition.  MnMbe- 
lea*,  such  an  organliatlon  la  needed.  If  It  Oln  be  established  on  m  prefer  tUt 
Farther  Information  In  regard  to  It  1>  awaited.  A*  the  matter  hangs  In  toM,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  orglDg  and  begging  the  Clanla  to  ohserre  the  hand  at  CM 
which  mnat  needs  be  regarded.  In  prosperity  aa  well  as  In  adrertlty. 

"  Let  the  brother  ot  low  degree  rejoice  In  that  he  la  exalted."  llay  Ood  keep  ysB 
Revs,  from  aplrltnal  pride,  and  from  the  foollab  and  vain  coneelta  of  Mck  m 
claim  to  eierclae  anthorlty  and  lordship  over  me,  yonr  fet low-brother.  Hay  flt 
give  yon  the  Innermost  eiperlence  of  troth  and  love,  and  "  the  wisdom  wUet  h 
from  above",  that  yon  may  give  utteraoce  to  the  aamel  (James  1:U-1B).  Hay  Hi 
teed  yonr  Beva.  to  deal  with  eccleslaatieal  and  aplrltna]  nuttet*  In  an  eeehriartfcal 
end  spiritual  way.  without  Intermlilng  wordly  political  May  H«  lead  yos  ti 
employ  the  dtteat  mesns  (or  preserving  your  own;  and.  It  oppression  or  posMitlM 
ahnulU  come  upon  yon— which  may  Ood  forbid!— may  he  enable  yon  to  perseveic  b 
ministering  to  your  churches!  Follow  my  own  example  In  thla,  that  your  Ben 
may  not  come  to  snch  a  slats  of  cowacdllneaa  as  to  seek  a  refnge  h«r«  In  ABSrlct. 

Commending  yoor  Bevs.  to  Ood  and  the  Word  of  HIa  Grace.  I  remmln  wttk  iH 
reapect 

Year  Reva.'  Fellow-brother,  Oerard  HMgbMKt 

Beeond  Elver,  Oct.  IZ.  ITH. 

F.  8.  I  hope  also  that  the  dcelrc  of  the  ClaMla,  eipresaed  in  Art.  4S  of  Ike  Acn 
of  the  Synod  held  at  Haarlem  In  tbe  spring  of  ITU,  may  Iw  gratllled;  and  tbtt  Iti 
unfavorable  reports  spread  abroad  In  regard  to  the  Pennsylvania  ehnrebta,  Mf  | 
prove  to  be  without  fanndatlon;  even  aa  I  note  in  tbe  communlcatlaii  ot  tUr 
Ilonora,  the  Civil  Commissioners  What  I  wrote  abont  that  Eti  the  bcflnnlw  U 
the  request  of  a  Hyrnidlral  delegate,  was  not  of  my  own  motion,  bnt  by  snggNtka 
from  tbe  mayor  of  the  city,  whose  letter,  wrlllen  In  his  own  hand,  I  have  itlU  li 
my  poaaeaalan.  I  added  a  few  remarks  for  further  Informatton.  Bat  It  seosi  ttat 
words  of  information  ere  not  wanted,  ao  far  as  my  experience  goes  In  these  mltU 
Several  years  ago.  Ilev.  du  Bols  sad  mjself  eipreaaed  our  astonishment  Is  IV* 
to  such  things.  The  Synod,  to  be  sure,  baa  the  liberty  to  correapond  br  •  Uw 
with  private  lodlvldualB.  But  It  Is  not  reapectful  to  pass  b_ 
entire  Assembly,  which,  If  requested,  would  certainly  be  better  abis  to  r 
lake  action  on  a  mattor.  Why  Rev.  Frcllnghuysen  waa  songht  oat,  to  b«  mrt  tUtfeK, 
while  I  was  refused,  that  Is  a  thing  wblch  I  still  do  not  nndeTstand. 

Uay  that  Ood,  wbo,  In  hla  loving  kindness,  has  bronght  me  thos  tmr,  it9  ■• 
from  becoming  Indlgentl  May  He  feed  me  with  the  food  that  la  aoltabte  tor  mti 
May  ne  do  good  to  Zlon  and  build  op  the  fallen  walla  of  JenisalemI 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbrtat  be  with  you  all  I 
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COBHESPONDENOE  7B0H  AmEBIOA. 

The  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  to  the  Claesis 
of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  17,  1754.     (Objecting  to  the  Civilization 
of  a  Classis). 
Portfolio  '■'  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Extracts,  Vol.  xxiii,  p.  412. 

rerend  Slra,  Fatbera  tmd  Brethren,  1 

■la  or  AiDBterdam. 

To  the  Verj  Rev.  Clisili  of  Amsterdaia. 

Very  Hcveread  Sire,  Fathera  and  Brethren  In  ChclBt;  The  Conelstorr  of  tha 
Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Jeans  Cbrlat  al  Nev  York  leela  obliged  to  Inform  jour 
Ben.  of  the  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Coetna  at  New  York. '(which  now  for  some  yeara 
haa  held  Ita  meeCinKa.  by  the  eomlnt;  tf^ReCher  of  nearly  all  tbe  Dutch  mlnlatem  of 
tbe  ProTlnc«8  of  New  York  and  New  Jeney),  and  of  our  declaloa  relative  thereto. 
TUa  eonclnalon  of  oura,  when  the  reaaona  are  made  known  to  your  B«TI.  there- 
fore, we  doubt  not  will  meet  with  your  approval.  For  that  purpoee  we  lay  upon 
joor  Rev9.'  Inlile  the  Dmuglit  eeni  hy  (he  Coelu*.  Sept.  19.  to  our  Church,  li  Is 
tfca  nme  aa  that  sent  to  all  the  other  cburcbea.  We  also  send  our  action  taken 
tbereon.  In  full  tonalalory,  Oct.  1,  1751. 
Wa  offer  the  followlue  In  further  eiplanatlon  of  that  action : 

L  If  the  Coetna  la  naelcBa.  because,  among  other  Ihlngs,  It  baa  not  tbe  power  ol 
taderlnK  a  Bnal  decision,  we  tear  that  such  power,  assumed  by  the  Claaalg  abont 
la  be  organlied,  will  make  anch  Claasla  still  more  uaeleaa.  For  tbe  luat  to  rule 
Aown  by  some  of  the  brethren,  during  tbe  existence  of  the  Coetus,  has  more  than 
oaea  been  noticed  by  us,  aa  leading  to  much  discord  and  division,  and  aa  CBlllng 
Anrn  ridicule  upon  ua  from  tiioae  that  are  without.  Then  too,  the  eierciae  of  the 
pawer  (by  anch  a  Claaala)  would  have  Just  aa  little  elTect,  as  the  Inability  to 
eiercla*  ancb  power  In  the  Coetna.  becnuee  not  eotorced  by  clrll  authority.  (Zynde 
Uat  geaterkt  door  de  magt  van  de  overlgheld).  Indeed  we  fear  that  the  exercise 
M  meh  power  would  afford  occasion  lor  Impairing  tbe  liberty,  which  we  are  enjoy- 
ItM,  by  *■  hl^er  power. 

t.  W*  eaimot.  Indeed,  wholly  deny  tbe  neceaelty  of  making  candldatea  and  mlolatera  , 
■a  tbla  eoDDtry.  Indeed,  we  admit  that  this  would  be  desirable,  if  there  were  here, 
U  In  the  Fatherland,  the  proper  means  of  Instruction  In  certain  branches  of  study. 
Sat  wbfts  tbeae  facilities  are  Btlll  lacking,  we  think,  to  make  mlnlstera  here  would 
trad  la  tamiab  the  Qoapel  service:  aa  when  aomeone.  tauKht  for  two  or  three  years 
t^  WKna  mlniater  or  other,  and  not  having  become  very  familiar  wltb  tbe  languages 
maA  ■clmcec,  and  noit  having  gained  mnch  aystemattc  knowledge  of  the  true  doc- 
tolaaa  of  the  Faith,  ahonid,  like  BMoe  matlc,  aacend  the  pulpit,  boldly  come  forward 
Wtth  a  borrowed  aermon,  deliver  It  all  Dnabaabed.  de  verba  ad  verbnm,  before 
napeetable  congregations,  thinking  that  be  haa  performed  a  famoua  thing,  (lit.  a 
Boman  task)  ;  and  then.  If  be  adds  anything  of  hla  own,  apolling  the  entire  effort 
not  a  Uttie. 

3.  Then,  Uw  making  of  candidates  and  ministers  here  Is,  in  our  opinion,  open  to 
the  objection  that  it  will  unavoidably  cause  our  separation  from  the  cbnrcbes  of 
the  Fatherland.  Already  there  is  sufficient  evidence  of  tbla.  Borne  atyle  our  relation 
to  jonr  Beva.'  Assembly  a  father's  yoke,  which  must  be  shaken  off.  They  apeak 
With  disrespect  of  those  wbom  you  send.  They  csie  very  little  for  what  they  were 
required  to  aubacrlbe  to,  when  they  assumed  tbe  ministerial  office.  Yea.  indeeil.  a 
^ilrll  of  Independence  Is  clearly  manifest,  and  In  the  Draught  Itaeif  (of  Claaais) 
even  we  are  made  to  feel  It. 

If  now  we  cast  our  eye  upon  the  party-aplril  which  for  some  time  baa  teen 
exercised  in  tbe  Coetua— a  spirit  which  will  not  be  quenched  by  the  organliatlon 
of  a  Ciassls  we  conclude  that  the  one,  (the  Claasla).  like  the  other,  (th«  Coetua) 
wlU  prore  to  be  more  o(  a  Iobs  than  a  proBt.  We  have  abundant  doenmeptory 
evidence  to  abow  this;   from   the  work  of  tbe  Committee  that  came  together  at 
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Flitbusb;  from  the  ealllng  of  Jscfanoii  fo  Borgpn.  asd  of  BomejD  to  07M«iBv.<l 
opposition  to  what  yoor  Kcrs.'  Axacmbly  almril  kt ;  from  all  tba  efforti  pot  bA 
I17  thoBe  who.  frotn  time  to  time,  were  appointed  bj  the  Coftui ;  tren  a>  ate  ba 
tbe  wotk  of  the  CommlUee  at  Tappao.  The  rnolulloa*  and  regiilatloiii  ol  0* 
4:oetUB  conciTnlnB  lumtprs  of  that  kind  are  art  aside  nilhoot  brtltancj.  WbnnR 
■on*  bas  rpHolvpd  r,n  a  oerlain  poorw.  he  makes  hlniBelf  BtninK  by  lntilnsw.n> 
to  awrnre  tbe  malorlty  of  votes.  When  that  1b  Becared.  those  who  want  th*  iVI 
malntalDcd  are  demanded  as  atrenGtbenera  of  tbe  bands  ot  tb«  uacndlj  asd  opa- 
aors  of  Ood'a  peopl-e. 

Theae  ani]  aimilBr  Ihlnfra  loduM  qb  conBdeiitly  la  go  back  to  our  old  nlitba- 
ablpa,  and  to  conHnne  ileadfasllj  In  onr  correapondeBce  wltb  joar  Ren.  We  »■ 
communicate  our  Tnacters  to  jou,  and  await  your  counsel  and  dlrecUon.  Wek<|i. 
that  ;onr  Bera  will  not  wllbdraw  jonrsrlTeB  from  us,  but  that  yon  will  nadui 
10  stand  bj  as  to  ibe  extent  of  your  abnitj-;  to  bo  our  roonselora  and  belp«n  h 
wbat  la  for  tbe  welfare  ot  our  churcbeB.  Oar  desire  Ib  that  wbat  lb«  peUUian 
are  uodertaklnK  may  not  be  sueeesifu]. 

With  tlila  we  close,  and  remain,  Very  Reverend  Sirs,  Fatbera  and  Bredkm,  Oi 
Conslstorr  o'  tbe  Dutch  Church  of  Jeaaa  CbrlBt  In  tbe  Citf  of  New  Tork. 

Joan.  Bltaema,  p.  t.  Praeaee. 
Wm.  de  Peyater  Lamb,  de  Ronde.  T.  D.  U. 

Locaa  Bomme  Paul  Richards 

Com.  Van  Ranad  Henry  Cuyler 

Phil.  LlTlngston  Ah.  Van  Wyck 

Nich.  RooBevelt  Isaac  de  Peystet 

BIcbard  Bay  Fran.  MaerBcbalk 

Andrew  le  Hayer  Nich.  Bayard. 

New  York,  Oct.  13,  1764, 

IlecelTed  December  17U, 

[Bat  Me  Oorwlti  Manual,  3rd  ed.  1879,  ppa  32-U,  and  414-417;  and  4tb  ed.  im,  ff- 

lOS-llTi  and  «?-««».] 


Correspondence  ix  Auebioa. 
(Kev,  Ritzema  to  Kev.  Van  SinJcriii,  Oct.  18,  1754.) 
Xo.  IV. 
Sir  and  Worthy  Brother ; — 

Tilings  turn  out  very  differently  from  what  I  thought,  in  vie* 
of  the  action  last  proposed  at  the  Coetus.  Now  there  is  no  otkr 
way,  BO  far  as  I  can  see,  than  for  you  to  enter  with  the  others  into 
certain  negotiations  for  peace.  If  it  is  to  be  on  the  basis  of  thwr 
')eine  recognized  as  the  "  Old  Consistory  ",  and,  as  such,  receirii^ 
!\  letter  from  you,  they  will  return  you  an  answer ;  otherwise,  they 
will  not ;  because  a  letter  addressed  to  them  as  "  Men  and  Breth- 
ren "  without  mentioning  persons  or  affairs,  has  already  greatlj 
■listurbed  them. 

They  are  urging  me  very  strongly  to  come  and  preach  for 
them.  They  think  it  likely  that.,  subsequently,  if  I  should  nuie 
them  a  visit,  it  might  tend  toward  the  furthering  of  the  proposals 


OP  THE  State  of  New  Tobk.  3501 

1764 
•T  peace.  But  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  consent  to  it  I  should 
KB  to  have  your  Revs,  idea  as  to  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
'  consent  to  it,  with  a  view  to  the  good  that  might  result,  than, 
Qling  or  not,  to  have  it  done  by  those  who  do  not  trouble  them- 
Jrea  a  great  deal  about  your  ruin.  May  the  Lord  direct  your 
9J  in  wisdom,  to  his  honor  and  the  salvation  of  many  bouIs,  in 
"der  that  the  dissensions,  so  pemicioos  to  soul  and  body,  may 
Bse.    I  am, 

Toiir  aSectionat«  brother, 

J.  Bitzema. 
w  York,  Oct.  IS,  1754. 

P.  S,  I  expect  your  Rev's,  answer  as  early  as  possible,  in  order 
■t  I  may  know  what  further  I  am  to  do. 

V  GovE&noB  AND  THE  State-Chuech  Colleos.     The  Dutch 

Chubch  Pbofessosship  therein. 
William  Livingston  to  Rev.  Noah  Welles.*    Oct  18,  1754. 

s«T  Sir :— Id  reliUoD  to  Mr.  NIcoll'i  letter  on  the  lubject  of  tbe  cbarter  for  our 
Ddcd  collCBC  If  OUT  EOTernor  made  tbe  declaratloa  7on  weiitloDed.  all   tbat  I 

■nter  from  It  !(,  that  lie  Bpi»eBrB  to  be  aa  gnnt  a  maater  of  the  art  of  tetglTern- 
aa  Uie  moat  tMBinmmate  politician.  It  !■  do  longer  ago  tbaa  la>t  Thorsday 
It  tbat  I  eonveraed  with  him  on  that  topic,  and  tboagh  he  then  talked  like  a 
I  who  bad  a  double  part  to  act.  ret  It  api»eared  to  me  that  be  Intended  I  should 
mtaod  him  aa  being  reaolved  not  to  grant  the  petition.  But  mr  bopei  are  Id 
Honae  of  BepreKntatlTea.  and  I  am  mocall;  certain  tbat  the  college  nanld  gain 
ling  bj  the  charter,  aa  the  Ancmbl;  irould  never  vote  for  the  appropriating 
moDcy  to  a  college  on  that  plan. 

•a  Dotcb  Cbnreb  haa  preferred  a  petltloD  to  the  Aasembly  (noir  alttlog),  pray- 
tar  a  profeaaor  of  dlTlnlty  la  the  college,  to  be  cboBen  and  appointed  bjr  tbem. 
«b  petition,  for  the  reaaone  set  forth  in  tbe  aame.  I  doubt  not  will  be  granted, 

will  not  fall  of  having  a  good  effect  even  ihoald  It  be  rejected.  If  It  meets 
I  nceeaa,  it  will  aecare  to  the  Dutch  a  Calvlnlatlc  profeiaor.  and  dlmlnieh  that 
[■  fif  dIatlDctlDn  to  which  the  Eplicopallaaa  axe  ao  lealously  aspiring.  Shoald 
I  rejected,  aa  It  will  meet  with  opposition  from  the  atlcklera  for  a  party  college, 
:  win  animate  the  Dutch  against  them,  and  convince  them  tbat  all  their  pr«- 
ea  to  BtateTbood  and  identity  were  fallaeloua  and  hypoertlcal. 

William  Livingston. 
— Sedgewlck's  Lite  of  Wm.  Livingston,  pp.  K-K. 

toah  Wallea,  a  Presbyterian  minister.  «ho*e  name  occur*  frequently  In  tbia 
mt,  a  elaMaiate  of  Ur.  Livingston,  was  afterwards  settled  at  Stamford.  In  Con- 
leut,  aod  died  on  the  HM  of  December  ITIS,  In  Ui«  G7tb  year  of  bla  age.  us. 
«  to  OoT.  LlTlngaton. 
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TO  TFiE  Revehend  Samtel  loosMS,  D.D. 

FalbUD.  0(t.«ni 
.  Palmer's*  c1rcumBt»n.c«,  »nd  the  Mrong  n 


be  brouKht  troiD  you  and  oltier  worthy  clprEyiaen.  I  appoliited  i  fptckil  arfMli 
and  not  belDK  able  mywir  lo  ordalD.  the  Biahap  of  Bangor,  at  my  rH)DBt.nt' 
good  aa  to  come  hither  and  ordain  bim ;  but  I  refer  myaelf  to  Mm  to  ^ntH' 
account  of  bla  reception  here 

Sir.  I  do  heaFtily  concralutnle  ibe  Cburcb  abroad,  upon  the  pre^Mt '  I 
■ettlemenl  of  a  College  at  Neir  York  under  the  circumstaacet  and  coodHIal-, 
■peclry.  There  la  Dothlng  that  haa  come  from  your  part*  that  baa  flm  ad 
much  aatlafAetlon  :  and  I  am.  and  ever.r  friend  of  the  Chureh  of  Entlud  ■UK 
Terj-  much  oblljffd  to  you  for  undertaklnc  the  cure  of  It :  for  upon  the  pt»*i 
fldellly  of  tfioie  vbo  hare  the  flral  formation,  the  future  auccen  of  tbli  n 
Ids  ■'III  Tery  niuch  depend.  I  remember  aome  time  aEo.  that  I  heard  of  tMii 
but  then  II  WHS  iDEleled.  that  the  dlBiienlera  should  have  the  dlreelloa  ntbl 
that  the  aervke  of  the  rollese  ahniiTd  lie  Id  their  wmy.  One  reuon  •■ 
behalf  of  such  i^eiiiemeul  was.  that  It  would  be  very  convenlrnt  for  the  riN 
the  young  (;enllenie&  of  tbe  Islands:  which.  I  own.  waa  far  from  beinc  ii  W 

with  me:  for  as  Ibe  InlinbltanlH  nt  Tbe  lalaada  are  almoat  generally  of  the  CI 

England.    I    thniicht    the  puiilnc   the  young  people   under   tbe  condoct  of  Ih  **• 

with  ereat  IncvnveDlencea :  but  If  tbe  College  can  he  settled  opon  (he  ttm  |M| 
mentioned,  It  irlll  go  a  great  voy  In  sbuwine  that  the  leal  for  esMblbbttfW 
Church  of  EnglflDd  In  not  bo  Incnnsldcrahle  In  New  KDKlind  as  It  has  ■omcdimMJ 
iQdualcloualy  represented, 

I  pray  God  grant  you  heaUb  and  slrengtb  to  accomplish  this  aDdettaUst  > 
vrhoae  protection  I  recommend  you.  and  the  good  work. 

If  I  lite  to  hear  that  you  are  settled  in  this  new  office,  I  aball  pay  (itst  ttp^ 
to  your  recommendation  of  Ur.  Beach. 

I  am.  Sir,  Toot  affectlouate  brother  and  very  bumble  aervint. 

—ChMdter't  Lift  ot  -rohuo^  1^ 

C0BBESP0ND£:«CE  IH  AmEBICA. 

Rev.  Van  Sinderin  to  Rev.  Ritzema,  Oct.  22,  1754. 

No.  V. 
BIr,  and  Brother  :— 

Tour  letter  of  the  IStb.  I  recelred  on  tbe  19tb  taut  At  yonr  Bar's.  itq«rt  i^ 
must  lerTe  aa  my  reply. 

As  to  the  proposal  that  yon  should  preach  to  Ibe  party  dlfferlnK  wltb  M-l^t 
both  to  myself  and  lo  my  friends,  looks  Tcry  strange ;  Inosmaeh  aa  pm  t" 
recognises  the  decision  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  In  regard  to  the  (antl-)  coasUtmy  ^'• 
tloneri.  namely,  that  It  ceaied    to  be  when  Its  mlnlater,  Arondena  dropped  CHL 

It  Is  also  to  be  added,  that.  In  a  matter  of  a  almilar  kind,  the  Her.  CoMss  » 
made  a  complaint,  In  writing,  to  tbe  Bar.  Classla  of  Amsterdam,  about  Uw  ■!■(■> 
dnct  of  Bev.  Mancins.  Therefore  I  cannot  accede  to  such  a  reqaeat,  a^  Ii  tK 
BO  one  la  conscientiously  free  to  seek  to  do  so. 


duate   of  Yale  College,    and   afterwards  a  ■*« 

..,«..„.»-.   .-    Having   conformed   be   waa  admitted  »  H« 

orders  In  the  Churi-h  of  England  by  tbe  Right  Reverend  l>r.  Egert^  *a  af* 
stated,  "  being  found  worthy  upon  an  eiamlnatlon  Into  bla  Morals  and  gbod  I/tr 
Ing."  He  continued  a  missionary  In  Lltchfleld  county.  Conn.,  and  In  ITtl  m  s 
'  ■  ■  ■  I  o»n  requeat.  to  Amboy.  N.  J.,  heing  no  longer  able  to  bear  thsfatin 
t  mission.  But  It  seems  he  did  not  remove  thither,  aa,  "hem"' 
tultable  at  Amhoy,  which  la  a  polite  place  and  tbe  seat  of  the  Cej 
»r.  Palmer  haa  t>een  always  used  lo  a  plain  retired  Coiratiy  L» 
isequence  appointed  to  Bye.  Westchester  coanty,  K.  T.,  In  IM.  Bst ' 

!.  the  people  of  that  place  preferring  ar--"-— ■  "-   "-■ •*■■■ 

d  In  1763  went  to  superintend  the  chnr 
-..  ..^o.u  .„.„„,onary  at  Litchfield  and  nreat  Barring — ,   „_..,;  .„  ,.„-___ 
bla  death,  which  Is  supposed  to  have  taken  place  In  1771.— Col.  DoesL  K.  T.  tL  M 
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It  li  their  desire,  nad  theic  Idea  tbat  b;  yoar  preaching,  your  Rev.  can  da 
d.  tbCD  (I  coDBcat)  with  all  m;  beart;  but  that  can  be  done  hi  an  orderlr 
et  mj  dIrectlOD.  and  that  of  my  conslBtor;,  eTCQ  If  it  were  to  be  week 
:t.  when  the  Preparatorf  Service,  (boetprcdtkatle)  Deo  Volente  Is  to  be 
m  Killing  to  eichange  with  your  Key.,  If  It  li  necegaary. 
le  reet,  what  jnur  Rev.  wrltee  of  Ito  possibly  being  donehy  force,  on  the 
lose  who  do  not  trouble  themselTes  about  my  ruin— It  grlevea  my  Tery  soul 
liat  there  are  such  men  to  be  found  among  the  brethren.  But  whosoeTer  It 
who  seek  to  do  such  a  thing  as  that,  shall  bear  bis  own  Judgment  Qal. 
he  will  thereby  publicly  show  that  he  listened  neltber  to  God  nor  to 
I.   (The  Golden  Rnle),  Matt.  7:12.  nor  to  the  Church  Order.  Art.   XV  and 

,  as  regards  the  brethren  wllh  whom  we  differ,  we  hope  to  conduct  our* 
rays  In  a  Christian  spirit,  and  to  settle  all  differences  amicably.  It  grlevM 
'n  from  your  Rev's,  communication  that  many  were  greatly  disturbed  about 

we  sent,  because  no  names  were  mentioned.  But,  In  truth,  that  cannot  be 
luse  the  writing  mentioned  was  not  meant  for  any  one  In  particular,  but 
lole  of  the  party  that  differs  from  us.  Theae,  I  thought  I  could  honor  with 
designation  that  that  of  "  Men  and  Brethren,"  this  l>elng  an  elegant  form 
I  and  scriptural.  However,  If  1  lisd  bad,  aa  the  writer,  an  inkling  of  such 
I  should  with  all  my  heart  have  mentioned  certain  ones  In  particular  by 
It  would  tiBve  been  easy  enough  to  do  so.  Bat  although  this  was  not  done, 
Inlentlon  of  the  writer  ought  not  to  have  been  Ignored,  much  less  should 
unlcatloD  Itself  bare  been   left  wholly  unanswered,   as  was  done  by  the 

In  thla  case. 

rest,  I  hope  that,  according  to  your  wish,  the  Lord  may  direct  my  way  In 

3  His  honor  and  to  the  islvatlou  of  many  souls.    This  Is  also  my  wish  for 

as  well.    In  closing  I  hope  to  remain  your  Rev's,  well  wishing  brother, 

as  t  came  out  of  the  same  Province  as  yourself,  and  across  the  don- 
lers.  to  be  engaged  In  the  same  service. 

n.  Tan  SlndercD. 
Oct.  23,  ITH. 

The  Chubch  and  the  College, 
EeverCDd  S.  Johnson  to  Bishop  Seeker. 

Btrattord  In  New  England,  Oct  2t,  17S4. 
ease  Yoar  Lordship:— 

lur  Lordship  says  on  Ihe  subject  of  that  letter  Is  very  melancholy.  I  now 
spalr,  and  very  much  doubt  those  more  favourable  times  you  hope  (or 
come.    So  far  from   this,   tbat  I   rather  fear  the  age  Is  growing  worse 

so  fast,  that  the  Freethinkers  and  Dissenters,  who  pisy  Into  one  anotbers 
Inst  the  Church,  will  never  drop  their  virulence  and  activity,  by  all  manner 
s,  till  they  go  near  to  raie  (he  very  Constllutlon  to  the  foundation,  both 

and  State.— It  is  a  sad  omen  that  their  Interest  with  the  Ministry  should 
li  superior  to  that  of  the  Church,  that  she  cannot  be  heard  In  so  reasonable 
<ary  a  thing,  and  when  she  aaks  no  more  Ihan  to  be  upon  a  par  here  with 
virs.  In  baring  to  leave  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  her  own  Institutions  as 
ley.  Is  It  then  come  to  this,  My  Lord,  that  she  must  ask  tbe  Dissenter* 
ther  she  may  be  allowed  to  send  so  much  as  one  bishop :  even  though  It 
L  transient  oar.  once  In  7  years,  to  take  care  of  all  her  numerous  children, 
over  BO  vast  a  tract  of  tbe  English  dominions?— If  these  dissenting  Govern- 

XV.  "No  minister  relinquishing  the  service  of  his  own  church,  or  being 
1  to  any  parlicalar  congregntlon.  shall  be  permitted  to  prvncA  indtt- 
I  from  place  to  place,  without  the  consent  end  authority  of  Ihe  (Provincial) 
Clasals:  In  like  manner  no  minister  may  preach  or  Hilmlnlstor  thp  wicru- 
any  charch  other  Ihsn  his  own,  without  t^e  conaent  of  the  consistory  of 
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meats  In  New  EDslind,  who  icaml;  toterale  tbc  Cbatch,  muit  be  UMlDl|d.lMil( 
may  not  one  be  allowed  to  be  sent  to  New  York  or  Hsrrlftnd.  or  VltglnkalM 
Carolina.  In  which  ColonleB  tbe  Cburch  li  eEtabllmbed  b;  LawT-TliU  U  ODa 
bard  Indeed  !— Our  Candidnte*  would  gladlj  ride,  U  It  were  E  or  TOO  mllei.  1« ■* 
TasllT  rather  Uiau  go  over  tbe  aea  lODO  leagues,  which  baa  prored  aoIitilBa 
of  lb*m._ 

I  have  m;  Lord  abore  tliese  30  Teara  been  trjIiiK  bj  oauj  good  OtBna,  uf  llB 
meana  of  a  frlecdly  comerap  with  the  Chief  of  them,  to  convince  them  ttot>r~ 
more  la  Intended  than  what  I  mentioned  above,  and  many  of  them  an  inl 
•nd  have  do  abjection  :  but  ao  far  are  tbe  prevaUlnK  part?  from  belnf  loftmBl, 
of  late  thejt  seem  ■  good  deal  worse  than  thej  were,  (encouraged.  I  aappiM^M 
potent  frlenda  st  home.)  for  now  the;  will  not  suffer  tbe  poplla  of  our 
New  Haven  thai  belong  to  the  Chnrch,  to  go  to  the  Cbarch  tbere.  naj.  ol 
Ur.  IHinderson'i  own  sona  for  going  to  hear  their  father,  as  1  Koppn 
Inform  the  Soelet;  when  at  the  aaoie  time  tbe  Church  at  New  lotii.  (vhcnRM 
prevails)  la  abjut  fouadlng  a  College  with  free  Ubcrtf  to  dlBsentlng  pnplliDp 
to  what  meeting  the;  please :  aaj  not  etctudlng  dlasenters  from  tMlng  <i  . 
and  only  dealring  auch  a  preference  In  tbelr  Charter,  as  that  the  Prealdait  «f  ft 
College  be  always  a  Member  of  tbe  Cburcb,  and  that  an  abridgement  of  UMBfiM 
of  tbe  Church  be  used  for  Morning  and  evening  prajer,  and  oSer  al  leu 
tantha  of  tbe  charge  In  founding  endowing  etc.— And  jet  aucb  a  bldeona  da 
raised  against  ber  hnvlhg  anj  lorl  of  preference  or  anj  Cbarler  on  these  tt 
a  amall  busj  fftctlun  or  dissenters  beaded  by  <  or  E  bigolted  violent  freethlslHLH] 
tbreatena  throwing  the  Goiernment  Inlo  confUBlon  and  fmstratlng  tbt  tirii! 
design ;  and  this  notwltbatandlng  tbat  the;  have  i  Collegea  Id  theas  Ksfltol 
Colonies  and  the  Church  none.  Nay  tbey  contend  tbat  no  rellgton  at  alt  AoaU  li 
taught  In  tbe  College  rather  than  the  Cburcb  sbonld  have  any  preeedcDce.-li 
bitterly  are  they  set  against  ua '.  and  however  ao  much  they  are  othtrvM  il 
variance  among  tbemaelvea,  yet  they  unite  with  their  utmost  force  agaiiiiC  u.  i>i 
do  all  they  can  to  disaffect  the  Dutch  towards  ua,  who  otherwise  were  pesceslilj  Im- 
posed.—Thus,  my  Lord  It  !■  here,  and  ao  I  doubt  It  Is  at  home,  that  by  bss  nd 
tbe  more  mildly  they  are  uaed,  by  ao  much  tbe  more  oaaumlng  and  active  tlwy  IM 
In  their  endeavours,  (not  only  to  hinder  the  promoting  them  here,  but)  trta  itloti 
to  demolish  (be  Episcopate  and  tbe  Liturgy  there  '.— 

My  Lord,  four  Lordship's  Most  dutiful  most  obliged  and  obedient  hsoVt 

(algned)  Samoel  JobBMa 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  X.  Vol.  Tl.  pp.  ni,  nt.  lU. 

Rev.  Dh.  Johnso;)  to  the  Most  Reveeesd  De.  Hebbixo, 
AacHBisnop  of  C  antes  bob  y. 

Mew  York,  October  n,  1K- 
Hoy  It  pleaae  Your  Grace, 

Tbe  bearer  hereof  Is  my  son  who  having  been  several  years  In  tbe  Soelcly'l  Btfclr 
aa  a  Catecblat.  la  now  hnmbly  desirous  of  being  admitted  to  their  sarvlcs  as  a  Cml 
or  Assistant  to  Mr.  Standard'  the  very  aged  Mlsaiouary  at  Weat  Cheater.  BMi  a 
In  this  province  of  New  York,  and  humbly  begs  leave  to  pay  bta  duty  to  Yarn  Gru 
and  to  wait  upon  you  for  your  Instructions  and  yonr  bleaalng.  l  tberefwe  baaU 
presume  to  Introduce  bim  to  Your  Grace's  kind  notice,  and  beg  Yonr  Candor  u 
Condeacenslon  towards  him,  a>  I  trust  he  Is  an  honeat  Youth,  and  have  some  nsH 
to  bope  be  may  prove  a  useful  man.  especially  In  such  a  Country  lu  thla 

At  Weat-Chester  In  particular,  there  Is  tbe  greatest  necessity  of  some  good  u^ 
tance.  aa  tbe  people  Ibere  have  been  for  many  years  sinking  Into  m  deplorable  tni 

•Rev.  Thomas  Standard,  was  tbe  flrat  Episcopal  Clernman  of  Brookhavco.  L  1 
where  he  organized  a  congregation  In  ITZt,  rnambson's  Blatoru  of  Loaa  IM» 
II.,  4M.  In  the  following  year,  be  was  removed  to  Westchester,  vacant  by  ibe  *»' 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Bartow,  (Rep.  of  Prop.  Soc,  1727.)  where  be  continued  to  labor  nnlll  fc' 
death,  which  occurred  In  11S0;  having  been  tor  some  time  before  his  demise  Incap^ 
of  performing  his  office  ln^tbe  Church.  flollDti's  Biilory  of  Wtatchetitr  0—li 
H.,  lit    He  was  succeeded  In  ITSl,  by  the  Rev.  John  Mllner.— Sd. 
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•liglon  and  neglect  of  the  public  worship;  partly  through  the  age  Infirmity 
attention  of  their  minister,  and  partly  through  the  bad  example  and  influence 
e  people  of  condition  who  affect  to  be  a  kind  of  freethinkers,  and  not  only 

the  public  Worship  themselves,  but  tempt  the  vulgar  to  neglect  and  despise 
ny  of  whom,  however,  if  not  all,  I  would  hope  may  yet  be  reclaimed  by  the 
3nduct  of  a  discreet,  industrious  and  faithful  clergyman, 
as  Mr.  Standard,  (having  no  child  and  a  considerable  estate,  has,  I  think 
K>  narrow  in  allowing  my  son  but  £40.  this  currency,  i.  e.  about  £22.  sterling 
lum  when,  at  the  same  time  he  is  past  doing  anything  himself,  (at  least  that 
ptable  to  his  people)  so  that  my  son  must,  in  a  manner  do  all  the  duty ; 
l<}  therefore  be  most  humbly  thankful  for  Your  Grace's  kind  influence  with 
:iety,  that  they  would  be  so  good  as  to  allow  him  a  small  pension,  which 
y  would  not  need  to  continue  long. 

my  son,  as  a  friend  and  companion  in  his  traveli,  goes  one  Mr.  Harrisson, 
eman  of  good  esteem  in  the  Vestry  of  this  Church,  whereof  he  is  a  Member, 
11  wait  on  the  Society  with  a  letter  from  the  rector,  church- wardens  &  vestry, 
;  to  our  College,  of  whom  also  I  beg  Your  Grace's  kind  notice,  as  he  purposes 
m  to  pay  his  humble  duty  to  Your  Grace :  and  to  them  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
race  for  an  account  of  the  condition  of  things  here  in  America  and  particu- 
B  to  what  concerns  our  young  College.— I  humbly  beg  Yout  Grace's  prayers 

son,  amidst  all  the  dangers  and  difllcult  station.    I  am,  may  it  please  Your 

Your  Grace's  most  dutiful  Son  and  most  humble  servant, 

(signed)  Samuel  Johnson. 

Grace  of  Canterbury. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vi.  pp.  1018,  1019. 


Chuboh  of  New  Yobk. 

on  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  of  New  York  City,  to  the 
lembly,  for  a  Professorship  of  Divinity  in  Kings  College, 
.  25,  1754. 

the  Journal  of  the  Assembly  (of  the  Province),  Vol.  11.,  p.  892,  Oct.  26,  17i4.) 

ition  of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
lat,  as  the  establishing  of  a  College  within  this  Colony  for  the  instruction 
h  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  has  given  rise  to  various  debates,  and  is 
itmost  Importance  to  their  civil,  and  more  especially  their  religious  liberties; 
iceive  it  highly  necessary,  as  guardians  of  the  ecclefiiastical  interests  of  the 
:ongregations  of  this  city  in  particular,  and  the  other  Dutch  Churches  in  this 
i  in  general,  that  they  should  by  all  proper  means  endeavor  to  add  to  the 
es  and  liberties  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed  under  the  auspicious  smiles  of 
ish  Government : 

a  College  for  the  Instruction  of  youth  in  sound  literature  will  be  very  advan- 
in  general ;  but  unless  provision  be  made  for  a  Professor  of  Divinity  for  the 
of  the  Dutch  churches  In  this  country,  they  will  lose  a  main  advantage 
(and  which  they  prefer  to  every  other  beneflt  excepted  from  a  public  Semi- 
learning),  as  the  youth  intended  for  the  ministry  will  without  that  privi- 
a  vast  expense  to  the  parents,  be  obliged  to  reside  several  years  in  Holland, 
r  foreign  Protestant  countries : 

the  institution  of  such  a  Professor  would  make  the  Intended  College  more 
18  and  flourishing,  as  their  youths  would  thereby  be  encouraged  to  the  study 
lity ;  that  as  the  Dutch  are  the  greatest  number  of  any  single  denomination 
itians  in  this  Province,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  in  all  Provincial 
tions  they  will  be  the  greatest  benefactors  to  the  intended  College;  and, 
e,  humbly  praying  that  the  Honorable  House  will  be  favorably  pleased, 
ir  the  matter  of  the  said  College  comes  under  consideration,  they  may,  by 
for  incorporating  and  establishing  the  same,  be  entitled  to  a  Divinity  Pro- 
with  a  reasonable  salary,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Ministers,   Elders  and 


1754 


1754 


3«^06  Ecclesiastical  Records 

Deacons  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Protestant  Church  in  this  City ;  and  that  tht  all 
Professor  may  freely  and  without  control  teach  the  doctrines  of  faith  "*'»»*^*— 1 1f 
their  churc-hes,  uh  eBtablishcd  and  approved  of  by  the  National  Synod  of  Don.  101 
1619. 

Ordered  that  the  said  petition  be  taken  into  consideratloii  when  the  House  prsewii 
on  the  consideration  of  establishing  a  College  for  the  edacatlon  of  yoath  wiilk 
this  Colony. 

Drai-t  of  Charter  for  a  College  in  the  City  of  New  Ton 

Presented.     October  31,  1754. 

At  a  Council,  etc.,  etc.,  the  Slst  of  October,  17&4.  Present  (as  abore,  cnept  Xl 
Alexander). 

The  draft  of  letters  patent,  incorporating  certain  persona  to  he  named  thoilk 
by  the  name  and  stile  of  the  Governors  of  the  College  of  the  ProTlnce  of  Ncv  Ttd; 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  America,  prepared  and  signed  by  his  lCaJesty*s  Attociv- 
General,  pursuant  to  his  Honour's  warrant,  issued  by  advice  of  the  Council  m  Hi 
lOth  day  of  May  last,  was  laid  before  the  Board  and  read  and  agreed  to  wltk  as 
alteration  made  at  the  table.  His  Honor  also  communicated  a  list  of  the  niMi  tf 
the  persons  he  proposed  to  appoint  Governors  of  the  said  College,  which  hit  ill 
read  and  the  persons  approved  of  by  the  Council.  And  the  Council  humbly  wMmk 
his  Honour  to  affix  the  great  seal  to  the  said  letters  patent  when  engrossed. 

Mr.  Smith  declared  his  dissent  to  the  said  draft  of  a  charter  or  letters  ptimt 
for  the  reasons  assigned  by  him  and  Mr.  Alexander  on  the  SOfh  of  Kay  last,  m  thi 
report  of  the  committee  upon  the  petition  of  the  Trustees,  and  desired  his  diMtf 
might  be  entered,  which  is  entered  accordingly.— Co sficil  MinutCM,  22i. 

Royal  Charter  of  Kings  College,  I^ew  York.     October  31, 

1754. 

Name  and  Title  of  the  King. 

GEORCiE  the  second,  by  the  grace  of  God.  of  Great  Britain.  France,  and  Ire- 
land, King,  Defender  of  the  F^alth,  etc.  To  all  to  vhorn  these  presents  shall  come. 
Greeting: 

Moneys  Raised  for  Founding  a  College. 

Whrreaa,  by  several  acts  of  the  Go\eniour,  Council,  and  General  assembly  of  ow 
Province  of  Now  York,  divers  sums  of  money  have  b<^n  Raised  by  Public  Lotterln, 
and  appropriated  for  the  founding;,  erecting,  and  establishing  a  College  in  oar  aid 
Government,  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  Youth  In  the  Liberal  Aril  toA 
Sciences: 

Land  Oiven  by  Trinity  Church. 

And  WfiTens,  the  Rector  and  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  Commonloa 
of  the  Cbiireb  of  England,  as  by  Law  Established,  for  the  encouraging  and  proDOt- 
Inur  the  same  j?ood  design,  have  sett  apart  a  parccll  of  ground  for  that  purpose,  of 
upwards  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds  value,  belonging  to  the  said  Corporation,  oa 
the  west  side  of  the  broadway,  in  the  west  ward  of  our  City  of  New  Y'ork.  frontiof 
easterly  to  Church  street,  between  Barclay  street  and  Murray  street,  four  hundred 
and  forty  foot;  And  from  thence  running  westerly,  between  and  along  the  itid 
Barclay  street  and  Murray  street,  to  the  North  River;  And  also,  a  street,  from  tke 
middle  of  the  said  Land.  Easterly  to  the  Broadway,  of  ninety  Foot,  to  be  ctOed 
Robinson  street.  And  have  declared  that  they  are  ready  and  deslrons  to  Conref 
tlw  said  Land  in  Fee,  to  and  for  the  use  of  a  College,  intended  and  proposed  to  b* 
Bnx:ted  and  Established  In  our  said  Province,  upon  the  terms  in  their  said  dedsn- 
tlon  mentioned. 
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Petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Original  Funds  for  Incorporation. 

And  WAcroM  oar  Loving  BnhJectB.  tlie  Tnuteea,  BppolDt«d  In  anil  b;  aa  act  or 
the  OoTemor,  Council,  and  General  Auemblr  of  onr  uild  Province  oC  New  York. 
latltled  an  Act  foe  VcBtlns  In  Trnatees  the  aum  o(  three  Thonaand  four  Handred 
■ad  fortr  three  Ponuda  eighteen  sblltlaga.  by  war  of  Lottery,  for  erecting  a  College 
within  thU  Colony,  eateeratng  the  aald  Lands  offered  and  aett  apart  by  the  said 
Rector  and  Intubltants  of  the  City  of  Ken  York,  In  Commnnlon  of  the  Church  of 
Eneland,  aa  by  Law  Eatabllshed,  the  moat  convenient  place  for  the  Balldlng.  Erect- 
ing, and  Balabllshlng,  a  College.  In  our  said  Province,  have,  by  their  humble  peti- 
tion, preaented  to  our  Irualy  and  well  bcloTed  Jamet  De  Lancev,  Etq..  our  Llentenant 
Uovemor  and  Commander  In  Chief  of  onr  held  Province  of  New  York,  Xn  Caundt, 
pmyed  onr  Leitere  patent  of  Incorporation  for  the  better  Batabllghlng,  Erecting, 
and  Building  a  CoHege,  on  the  aald  Landa.  and  the  more  Blfectually  Governing, 
Carrying  on,  and  ProtDOtIng  the  aame,  and  Instructing  of  Youth  In  the  Liberal  Art* 
and  Science*: 

Request  for  Incorporation  granted.     Popular  Name  of  College. 

ITArr'fore,  Wee,  being  willing  to  Grant  the  Reaaonnble  request  and  desire  of  our 
aald  Loving  Subjects,  and  to  Encourage  the  said  good  design  of  promoting  a  Liberal 
■dvcation  among  them,  and  to  make  the  same  as  Beneficial  as  may  be,  not  only  to 
the  Inbabltants  of  our  said  Province  of  New  York,  But  to  all  our  Colonies  and 
Territories  In  Amerira,  Snow  vr,  that  Wee,  considering  the  premlseCB.  do.  of  oat 
especial  Grace,  Certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  motion,  by  these  presents,  will. 
Grant,  ConstltDle.  and  ordain,  that  when,  and  as  soon  as  the  said  Rector  and 
lobabltanta  of  the  City  of  New  York,  bi  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  a* 
by  Law  eatabllabed,  shall  legally  convey  and  assure  the  aald  herein  before  men- 
tlODed  Landa  to  the  Corpomtlon,  or  body  politick.  Erected  and  made  by  these  our 
Letters  patent.  That  there  t>e  erected  and  made  on  the  said  Lands,  a  College,  and 
«tber  Bnltdlnga  and  Improvement b,  for  the  use  and  convenlency  of  the  samp,  which 
■hall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Bing'i  Colttee,  for  the  Inatructlon  and 
IducatloQ  of  Youtb  In  the  I.eamed  Languages,  and  Liberal  Arts  and  Sciences: 

Beligion  of  the  President;  Corporate  Name  of  the  Institution; 
OovemoTs  of  the  College  ex  officio;  and  other  Governors. 

And  that  In  Consideration  of  such  Grunt,  to  be  made  by  the  Hector  and  Inhabl- 
lants  of  the  City  of  New  York,  In  Communion  of  the  Charch  of  England,  as  by  Lew 
SartabllabedL  the  President  of  tbe  said  College,  for  the  time  being,  shall  forever 
kereafter  be  a  member  of,  and  In  Commnnlon  with  the  Chnrch  of  Enj-lnnd.  es  by 
Law  eatabllsbedi  And  that  tbe  Governors  of  the  said  College,  end  Chnlr  succeBfiors, 
forever,  Sball  be  one  body  Corporate  and  politick.  In  deed.  fact,  and  name,  and  shall 
be  called,  named,  and  dlstlngulahed,  by  the  name  of  the  Governors  of  the  College 
tut  the  Province  of  New  YoA.  In  Amerlce,  and  them  and  their  aaccessors,  by  tbe 
name  of  the  Governors  of  tbe  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York.  In  the  City  of 
New  York.  In  America,  one  Body  Corpomte  and  politick.  In  deed,  fact,  and  name, 
wally  and  fully,  we  do  for  us,  onr  hclra  and  Bucc-essora,  Erect.  Ordain,  make.  Con- 
stitute, declare,  and  Create  by  these  preBenlB,  and  that  by  that  name,  they  shall 
And  may  have  perpetual  succession: 

And  we  do  for  ua,  our  heirs,  and  sncressore,  for  tbe  Continuance  and  Better 
Establishment  of  the  aald  College.  Will,  Give,  Grant,  Ordain,  Constitute,  and 
appoint,  tbat  In  the  said  College,  to  be  erected  and  Built  npon  the  Lends  aforesaid, 
ttwn  shall  from  henceforth  forever  bt  a  Body  Corpornle  and  politick.  Consisting  of 
tbe  QBTemors  of  tbe  CoUcge  of  the  Province  ot  New  York.  In  the  City  of  New 
Tork,  In  America;  And  tor  the  more  full  and  perfect  Erection  of  the  said  Corpora-' 
dad  and  Body  politick,  consisting  of  the  Govemora  of  the  College  of  the  Province 
t€  New  Totk.  la  tbe  Olty  of  New  York  In  America,  we  do  will.  Grant,  ordain,  Con- 
Mttate,  astipi,  LImItt,  and  appoint,  by  these  presents,  the  moat  Reverend  Father 
1b  Ood,  onr  Trnsty.  and  well  beloved  Thornnt,  Lord  Archblahop  of  CanterbucY.  «,-&& 
the  most  R«vetend  the  Lord  Arcbblshop  of  Canterbury  tar  Was  Wme  \icVn%'.  "^^^ 
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BIglit  Honorable  Dunk,  Earl  at  Halifax,  tint  Lord  Commlialoner  for  Tndc  uf 
PlantntlODB,  aod  tlie  Unt  Lord  CommlulaDcr  tor  Trade  and  planlalioDi  fat  Hi 
time  bi'lng;  Uur  nov  Llputeimnt  Governor  and  Commaader  In  cblef  at  sni  all 
Province  of  Neir  Vork,  aDd  (h?  GorerDor  or  (Commander  In  cblef  of  our  aild  Fn- 
vliiCH  (or  Ihe  time  being;  the  eldest  Connt-IIor  of  our  aald  Province  now  and  tuQt 
time  belns:  tin-  Judges  of  our  Supreme  Court  of  Judlcatore  of  oar  aald  rnAS 
noM-  and  for  the  tlniv  being:  the  Secretury  of  onr  uild  PtotIdco  now  and  ter  tbt 
time  being;  the  Attorney  (ieneral  of  our  aald  i'rovlnce  now  and  for  the  time  Ml: 
the  Speukvr  of  the  (ienetnl  Aiiemblj  o(  our  aald  Province  now  and  for  the  di» 
being:  the  Treasurer  of  our  aald  Province  now  and  for  the  lime  being:  the  Viftr 
of  our  C'llj'  ot  Now  York  In  our  Bald  Province  now  and  for  tike  time  belor  i^ 
Rector  of  Trlnliy  Church  In  our  aald  Cllf  of  New  Vork  bow  and  (or  the  time  briir- 
tbe  Senior  Ulnlsier  ot  Ibe  Iteformed  Pioteatant  Dutch  Cbnrch  In  oar  aald  atf  M' 
and  for  the  time  being:  the  MlniBter  of  the  ancient  Lutheran  Cbnrch  In  osr  oM 
Cltf  now  and  tor  the  lime  bring;  tbe  MInliler  of  the  FreDch  Cburcb  In  on  nU 
CII7  now  and  (or  tbe  time  being;  the  Minister  of  the  Preabfterlan  CongregallM >■ 
our  aald  Clij'  for  the  lime  being:  the  President  of  the  aald  College,  appotated  br 
theae  Presents,  and  the  President  of  tbe  aald  College  for  the  time  beln&  ta  )t 
chosen  aa  herein  after  la  dlrecletl,  and  twentj  four  other  I>craons.  Who  shall  t> 
celled  and  uumed.  aud  are  hereby  called  and  named,  the  Govemora  of  the  OAft 
of  the  Province  of  New  York.  In  the  City  of  Xfic  York  In  Amertea: 

And  (or  thai  purpose.  Vie  have  elected,  nominated,  ordained,  eonatltnted,  UnltA 
and  appointed,  and  by  Iheae  Preaenta  do,  for  ua,  our  Helra,  and  Sncceaaon,  dKl 
Donilnalc.  ordain,  constitute,  limit,  and  appoint,  tbe  aald  moat  Reverend  Father  U 
God.  rAoiita*.  Lord  Archbishop  of  Cnnlerbtiry.  and  the  Lord  Arcbblabop  of  CWIW' 
burr  (or  the  time  being;  The  Right  Honourable  Dunk,  Earl  of  Halifax,  flnt  Locd 
ComiiilHSlouer  tor  Trade  and  Pluniutlons,  and  the  Brat  Lord  Commladoner  forTndt 
and  Pliiutallons  for  tbe  time  being;  our  now  Lleulenant  Governor  and  Coauaindtr 
in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Governor  or  Commander  ta  rUrf 
Of  our  aald  Province  for  Ihe  time  being:  the  eldest  Councilor  of  onr  said  Provbn 
now  and  for  Ibe  lime  being;  the  Judgea  of  our  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  etcfs 
said  Province  now  and  for  the  time  being:  tbe  Secretar?  of  oar  aald  Provloce  ao* 
and  for  Ihe  lime  being;  tbe  Attorney  General  of  our  said  Province  now  and  for^ 
time  being;  the  tipenker  of  tbe  General  AHseinbly  of  our  aald  Province  now  and  (or 
llic  time  being;  the  treasurer  of  our  snld  Provltire  now  and  for  Ihe  time  beliE:  <^ 
Mayor  of  our  said  City  of  New  York  now  and  lor  tbe  time  being:  tbe  Rectc 
Trinity  Church  In  our  snld  Clly  now  and  for  Ibe  time  being;  tbe  Senior  MhdKK 
of  tbe  Iteformed  Proleatant  Dutch  Church  in  our  City  now  and  for  the  time  teUt: 
tbe  Minister  of  the  ancient  Lutheran  Church  In  our  said  City  now  and  for  the  th» 
being;  the  minister  of  tbe  Prencb  Church  In  our  said  City  now  and  (or  the  tlw 
being:  tbe  mlnlater  of  Ihe  Presbyterian  Congregation  In  our  said  Clly  (or 
time  being;  tbe  President  of  Ihe  said  College,  appointed  by  theae  Preeenis,  aad  Qt 
President  of  the  said  College  for  tbe  time  being; 

And  Archibald  Kennedy,  Joaepb  Murray.  Joslah  Martin,  Paul  Richard.  BteiT 
Cruger,  William  Walton.  John  Walts.  Henry  Beeliman,  Philip  Ver  Planck,  rnd- 
erick  rblUpse.  Joseph  Robinson,  John  Cruger.  Oliver  De  Lancey.  Jamea  LlvIaiMM 
Esquires.  Benjamin  Nlcoll.  William  Livingston.  Joaeph  Bead,  Nalhanlei  Mar«» 
Joseph  Hayiies.  John  Livingston.  Abraham  Lodge.  Dkvld  Clarkson,  Leonard  Uf 
penard.  and  James  De  Lancey  tbe  Yonnger,  Gentlemen,  to  l>e  the  present  OoTenHi 
of  the  said  College; 


Appointment  of  First  President.     Duties. 

And  we  do  hy  theae  Preaenta  ordain  and  appoint  onr  well  beloved  Samnel  Jeh**"- 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  to  be  the  first  and  preaent  President  of  the  akld  CoIl(p<  ^ 
and  during  hla  Good  Behaviour ;  and  do  will  that  he  and  tbe  Prealdent  tor  ^00 
being  after  him,  who  shall  also  hold  his  otilce  during  Good  behsTlonr,  Aall  >■*    1 
tbe  Immediate  care  of  tbe  Education  and  Government  of  the  atndenta  that  Aal  W    : 
Mnl  to  and  admitted  Into  tbe  aald  College  for  InstracUon  and  BdacaUoo,  at"***    ' 
to  tneb  Bnlea  and  orders  as  aball  be  made  by  the  Goveraora  of  tbe  akld  CoOWi 
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Sighis  and  Privileges  of  said  Corporation. 

^nd    tbey   ftre    b;    then   prfient*    made   and    coiutltnted    a    Bod;    Corporata    and 

jlltlck.  bT  the  uld  a^me  ot  the  Qavernori  ol  the  College  of  the  province  of  Mew 
ark.  in  the  City  of  New  York.  In  America ;  and  tbey  aod  tbelr  lucceuori,  bj  the 
lid  □■me  of  the  OoTernors  ot  the  College  ot  tbe  province  ot  New  York,  In  the  City 
'  New  York,  la  America,  be,  and  for  eTer  hereafter  ahall  be,  a  Body  politick  and 
irporaU^  In  deed,  tact,  and  name,  and  Bball  be  Capable  and  able  In  Law  to  sue  and 
'  lued.  Implead  and  be  Impleaded,  Answer  and  to  be  Aniwered  unto.  Defend  and  be 
efended.  In  all  Caurti  and  places,  before  L'a.  our  Uelra  and  Succesaoca.  and  before 
I  and  any  the  Jadges.  Justices,  OtBcera,  and  Ulnlsten  of  L'a,  our  Ilelrs  and  Succea- 
ra.  In  any  Conrt  or  Courts,  place  and  placea  WhataoeTer,  In  all  and  all  manner  of 
'tlona.  suits.  Complaints,  Pleas,  causes,  matters,  and  demands  whatsoever,  and  of 
bat  klad  or  nature  soever,  in  aa  full,  ample  manner  and  form  as  any  of  our  other 
ege  Subjects  of  our  aald  Province  of  New  York  can  or  may  sue  and  be  sued.  Implead 
id  be  Impleaded,  Defend  and  be  Defended,  by  any  Lawfull  ways  and  meana  whatso- 
er.  And,  alto,  that  they  and  their  gucceaaora.  by  tbe  said  Dame  ot  the  Governors  of 
e  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  In  tbe  City  of  New  York,  In  America,  be.  and 
r  ever  hereafter,  shall  be  a  Body  Corporate,  Capable  and  able  In  Law  to  purchase, 
k«,  hold,  receive,  Enjoy,  and  have  any  messuages,  houses.  Lands.  Tenements,  and 
ereditamenlB,  and  real  F:stBte  wbatsoerer,  In  Fee  simple,  or  for  Term  of  Life,  or 
Tea,  or  Years,  or  In  any  other  manner  howsoever,  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  said  College ; 
•ovidtd  aitoap;  the  clear  yearly  value  thereof  da  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Two 
louaand  pounds  Sterling ;  and  also  Goads,  Cbattella,  Books,  moneys,  aunultlea.  and 
t  other  thinga  of  what  nature  and  kind  soever.  And,  also,  tbat  they  and  their 
■ccesBors,  by  tbe  mme  name  of  tbs  Governours  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of 
•w  York,  In  tbe  City  of  New  York,  In  America,  to  and  for  the  nae  of  tbe  aald  Col- 
^e,  shall  end  may  have  fnll  power  and  authority  to  Fliect  and  build  any  bonse  or 
intes,  or  other  Bolldlnga,  n«  they  shall  think  necessary  or  convenient ;  and  also  tc 
ive.  Grant,  Bargain,  sell,  demise,  ssslgn,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  all  or  any  mes- 
ages,  Lands,  Tenements.  Rents,  and  other  Hereditaments,  and  real  Estate,  and 
I  Ooods,  Chattella,  money,  and  other  tblnga  whatsoever,  as  to  them  shall  seem 
t,  either  In  the  payment  of  the  Salary  or  Salaries  of  the  President,  Pellows,  and 
-ofeasora   of    the   aald    College,   or   any   other    oOlcers   or    ministers    of    the    same, 

tbelr  will  and  pleasure:  excepting  alwaya.  and  It  la,  Xeverthelett,  our  True 
tent  and  meaning  that  tbe  aald  Governors  of  the  aald  College  for  the  time  being, 
id  their  Successors,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  do  or  suffer  to  be  done,  at  any  time 
reafter,  any  act  or  thing  whereby  or  by  means  whereof  tbe  Landa  set  apart 
id  offered  to  be  Conveyed  by  tha  Rector  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Establlabed,  for  tbe  use  of 
e  College,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  vested,  Conveyed,  or  Tranaferred.  to  any 
her  perion,  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  bereof,  other  than  by  such  Leases  as  arc 
reafter  mentioned ;  our  will  and  pleasure  la,  therefore,  and  we  do  for  us  our 
Ira  aod  Succesaora  will  and  ordain,  ttiat  no  Grant  or  Leaae  of  tbe  said  Land,  or 
ly  part  thereof,  shall  be  made  by  the  said  Oovernors  of  tbe  said  College  whieb 
all  exceed  the  number  of  Twenty  one  Years,  and  Tbat  either  In  possession  or  not 
ore  three  years  before  the  End  and  Expiration  or  Determination  of  tbe  Estate 
Batatea  In  poaseaslon. 


Oaihs  of  Office. 


Ind  we  do  by  these  presents  will,  ordain,  and  direct,  that  the  said  Qovernors  of 
e  laid  College  (Except  always  the  Lord  Arcbblshop  of  Canterbury  tor  tbe  tlma 
Ing,  and  our  Drat  Lord  CommlBaloner  for  Trade  and  Plantations)  do,  at  their  Urst 
Mtlng,  after  the  receipt  ot  these  our  Letters  patents,  and  t>efore  tbey  proceed  to 
y  business  of  and  concemlQg  Ihe  said  College,  take  the  oaths  appointed  to  be 
ken  by  an  act  passed  In  tbe  flrst  year  of  our  Late  Royal  Father's  Belgn,  EntKuled, 
a  Act  for  the  further  security  of  bis  Majesty'a  Person  and  Ooveroment,  end  tbe 
icceaaion  of  the  Crown,  in  the  Delrs  of  tbe  Late  Princess  Sophia,  being  protestanta, 
d  for  eztlngulibing  the  Hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and 
«ret  abattora.)  and  make  and  subacritw  the  declaration  mentioned  In  An  Act  of 
ultAiaent  made  In  tbe  twenty  flftb  year  ot  the  Reign  of  Kli^  Cha.i'\«a  Oik  ««ca^&. 
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Entltnled.  (an  act  for  preventlDg  Dangvn  which  ma;  happen  from  popUh  Rmm- 
anu:)  a>  Bin.  aa  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trnat  Bepoied  la  them.  «•  maatm 
of  the  aald  Corporallnn.  which  Oatha  we  aulborlie  and  Impower  the  Jtutleca  at  Mr 
Snpreine  Court  of  Judicature,  for  our  wid  ProTioce  ot  New  Tork  for  the  ttaM  Mk 
an;  or  rithor  ot  Ibcni  to  admlnliiter;  attd  that  when,  and  aH  Dfirn  aa  any  penagr 
peraoDB.  ellher  b;  hia  oIDfc  or  place  Id  our  aald  GoverDment.  or  Blanrbeie.  (Entft 
alwara  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbur;  tor  the  time  being,  and  our  lint  Lort 
CammlBBloDcr  for  Trade  and  Flantatlona  lor  the  time  being,)  or  b;  Choice  (d  tk 
■aid  OovriDora  of  tbe  aald  Collexe,  aball  become,  or  be  Cboaen  a  Member  or  bm- 
bera  of  the  said  CoTporntlon.  they  ahall.  before  tber  are  admitted,  or  enter  Inta  Ot 
■aid  oIBce  or  Trnat.  take  tbe  said  Oatha.  and  Subacrlbe  the  aald  Declantton  to  t( 
adulnlBtered  to  them  In  Ibe  maoDer  above  directed. 

Times  of  Meeting  of  the  Governors;  Proxies,  Quorums,  Presidnl 
of  Meeting. 

And  we  do  further  will,  ordain,  and  direct,  that  the  Govemora  ot  the  aatd  CoUtn 
■ball  rear];,  and  ever/  year  hereafter,  forerer.  on  the  Second  Taeadaj  in  the  Hoti 
of  May,  Id  CTer;  year,  meet  together  In  our  uld  City  ol  New  York,  for  the  Bettn 
taking  care  of,  and  Promoting  tbe  Intereat  of  tbe  laid  College;  and  that  the  nM 
Govemora  of  the  aald  Collegt,  or  any  fifteen  or  more  of  them  being  met,  aball  la  * 
Iiegal  meeting  of  the  aald  Corporation,  and  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them  ai  atl 
■hall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  adjoarn  from  day  to  day,  ai  the  BnaiBtMtt 
the  aald  CoUeite  may  require,  and  to  do,  execute,  and  perform,  all  and  every  id 
■Dd  acta  tblUK  and  thInKB  whatsoever,  which  tbe  aald  GoverDor  of  the  aatd  Colk(C 
are,  or  shall  by  these,  our  Leltera  patent,  be  aotborlied  and  Impowered  to  do.  art, « 
TranaacC,  In  aa  full  and  ample  manner,  ■■  If  all  and  every  of  the  members  of  tba 
■aid   Corporation   were  preaeot. 

And  we  do  will,  ordain,  and  direct,  that  aa  our  Right  Trusty  and  well  belond 
Thomas.  T<ard  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  tbe  Lord  Archbishop  of  Caaterlnrr 
fur  the  time  being;  and  our  said  9rtt  Lord  Cnmmisalaner  for  Trade  end  plsnlatlou. 
and  tbe  flrsl  I^rd  Commissioner  for  Trade  and  plantations  for  the  time  being,  cu- 
DOt  attend  the  meetlnEa  of  the  said  Corroratlon.  they  and  each  of  them  shall,  trm 
time  to  time,  have  full  power  and  authority  lo  appoint  a  Proxy.  In  writing,  mdd 
their  baud  and  aeal.  which  persuD  or  peraona  an  appointed  by  them,  and  each  «f 
them  Bbnll  and  may  Itenreaent  them,  and  eacli  of  them,  Reapectlvely,  aecordini  to 
■ucb  appointment,  and  ahell  have  full  power  to  vote  and  act  as  a  Governor  or  Gotft- 
nors  of  tbe  aald  Corpuration,  at  any  and  every  meeting  of  the  (aid  Corpoiatloo.  u 
fully  and  amply  as  If  they,  the  ConatltuenCa,  and  each  of  them  were  preaent  at  enry 
auch  meeting  or  mectlnga  : 

And,  III  caw  any  other  meeting  or  meetings  of  the  aald  Governors  of  th*  mU 
College  shall,  at  any  other  time  or  timra,  be  Judged  and  deemed  Necessary  tar  tbi 
Carrying  on  and  promoting  of  tlie  Hualness  and  Interest  ot  the  aald  College,  or  tfc 
Government  thereof,  by  any  Hve  memli-ra  of  (he  aald  Corporation,  we  do,  by  Ibnt 
presents,  authorize  and  Impower  such  Ave  membera  by  writing,  and  ander  their 
bands,  to  direct  tbe  Clerk  of  Ibe  aald  Corpnrallon  to  Give  notice  of  the  day  appolitrf 
by  them,  for  such  meeting,  nt  the  aald  City  of  New  York,  by  advertlalng  the  naM  n 
one  or  more  of  the  public  newa  papers,  at  I<eaat,  aeven  Days  before  such  meethil, 
and,  that  at  Buch  meeting,  tbe  Knid  Clerk,  before  entering  on  any  Business.  ibtH 
Certify  fiich  Notlflrnilon,  under  his  band,  to  the  Bosrd  then  met: 

Provided,  attcam.  Fifteen  or  more  ot  Ibe  aald  members  ahalt  be  tben  met  togetlur, 
which  aald  flfteen  or  more  membern,  ao  met.  In  Puraiionce  of  auch  Notlflcattoa.  iliiU 
he  a  Legal  meeting  of  tbe  aald  Govcrnora  of  the  said  College;  and  they,  or  \*t 
nin>>r  jp'rl  nt  ihorn  rti  iwlt.  iihiill  bi;vi'  full  power  mid  nulliorliy  to  .tdjnnnj  tr'" 
day  to  day.  aa  the  Business  of  the  said  College  may  require,  and  to  do.  Transact,  i*) 
lierform.  all  maKera  and  things  wbataoever.  that  tbe  aald  GoverDora  of  (he  v" 
College  are,  or  stiall  be  authorized  and  Impowered  to  do,  by  theae  proents. 

Appoivimenl  of  Professors  and  Tutors. 

And,  of  omr  further  Grace,  Certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  motloo.  to  Hm  IiW 

that  the  said  Ctorpotatlon  anA  noO;  ^\tU<:k.  may  answer  the  end  of  thctc  enrlM 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yobk.  3511 

17M 
uid  CoDBtltiitloa,  and  mar  bave  perpetual  luccrnlon  and  Continue  torerer.  Wee  do 
tor  lu^  ODT  beln,  and  Sncceaiors,  Give  and  Grant  unto  the  said  Gaveraoti  o(  the 
■aid  Collese  of  the  Frovlnee  of  New  Tork,  in  the  Clt7  of  New  York  In  Ametlea, 
and  to  their  SncccMori  forever,  that  when  and  as  often  ai  the;  or  any  atteen  or 
more  of  the  >ald  niFiiibera  of  the  Mid  Corporation  or  of  their  guccessora  shall  tx 
aett  together  at  their  said  Tear];  meeting  herein  before  appointed,  or  at  an;  other 
meetlDB  upon  NotlQcatltm,  as  aforeaald,  for  the  serTlce  of  the  said  College,  that 
the  Uovernor  or  (Jomiuander  In  chief  of  our  s.Md  ITovliiee  of  New  York,  iiHcl,  In  hla 

GOTemor  of  the  aald  CorimrBtloD  b;  hla  offlce,  place,  or  Dignity,  and.  in  the  abBeDce 
of  such,  the  BldeaC  OoTernor  or  member  of  the  said  Corporation  then  present,  such 
Seniority  to  be  taken  according  as  the;  are  named  In  tbts  our  Charter,  during  the 
lives  of  the  present  Gorernora.  and  after  their  death,  the  Senlorltj  to  be  taken 
and  accounted  as  the;  have  been  a  Ixinger  or  ahorler  time  Gavernors  of  the  said 
Corporation,  shall  preside  at  auch  meeting  from  time  to  time,  and  that  at  luch 
meeting  or  meetings  from  time  to  time,  tbe;  or  tbe  major  part  of  them  so  met, 
sball  bave  foil  power  and  outhorKy  to  Elect,  nominate,  and  appoint  any  person 
to  be  president  of  (be  said  College  In  a  Vacancy  of  tbe  said  Presidentship  for  and 
during  his  Qood  Behaviour :  provided,  always,  auch  President  Elect  or  to  be  elected 
by  them,  be  a  member  of.  and  In  Communion  wllh  the  Church  of  England,  as  by 
L*n  Established: 

And.  also,  to  Elect  one  or  more  Fellow  or  Fellows.  Professor  or  Professors,  Tutor 
or  Tutors,  to  asalat  Ihe  President  of  the  said  College  Id  tbe  Educntlon  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Studenta  belonging  to  the  said  College,  which  Fellow  or  Fellows,  Pro- 
ftuor  or  Professors,  Tutor  or  Tutors,  and  every  of  tbem,  shall  bold  and  Enjoy 
their  said  office  or  place,  eltber  at  tbe  will  and  pleasure  ot  tbe  Goveroors  of  tbe 
nld  CorporatloD  or  during  bis  or  tbelr  Good  Behaviour,  according  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  Between  sneh  Fellow  or  Fellows,  I'rofessor  or  Professors,  Tutor  or 
Tutors,  and  the  aald  Governors  of  Ihe  said  College.  Pronlded,  alicaut,  such  Fellow 
or  Fellows,  Profesaor  or  Professors,  Tutor  or  Tutors,  before  they  or  eltber  of  them 
•nter  Into  or  Take  upon  themselves  such  office,  do  take  the  Oatbs  and  subscribe  the 
declaration  bereln  before  directed,  to  be  taken  and  sabscrlbed  by  the  Governors  of 
the  Mild  College  before  they  enter  upon  tbelr  said  Hespectlve  officea;  and  that  when 
and  as  often  ss  any  or  either  of  tbe  auid  offioes  shall  become  Vacant  by  death  or 
otherwiM,  tbe  said  Governors  or  tbe  major  part  ot  any  Fifteen  or  more  of  them 
■0  mat  aa  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  to  Elect,  Nominate,  and  appoint,  other 
or  othera  In  their  places,  upon  tbe  same  pronrlsa  or  Condition  as  aforeaald  ; 

Filling  Vaamcies  in  the  Board  of  Oovemors. 

A«4,  AUo,  to  Elect  Nominate,  and  appoint  upon  th< 
Qnallty.  or  other  vacancy  of  the  place  or  places,  of  a 
tlM  aald  Corporation  not  holding  his  office  or  place  a 

vlrtoe  ot  any  other  atatlon.  office,  place,  or  dignity,  from  time  to  time,  other  or 
otbara  la  tbelr  place*  or  atead  as  often  as  such  vacancy  shall  happen,  which  Governor 
or  Oavemors  so  from  time  to  time  elected  and  appointed,  sball.  by  virtue  of  these 
preaenf.  and  of  anch  Election  and  appointment  be  vested  wltb  all  tbe  powers, 
andiorltys,  and  privUedges,  wblch  any  Governor  ot  the  said  Corporation  la  hereby 


Suspension  or  Discharge  of  President,  Fellows,  Professors,  Tutors. 

Appoiniment  of  Treasurer,  etc. 

AttA,  IBS  do  further,  of  our  especial  Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  motion. 
tat  1U,  onr  heirs,  and  Successors.  Grant  and  ordain  that  when  and  as  often  aa  the 
president  of  the  said  College,  or  any  Fellow.  I'rofessor  or  Tutor  holding  his  place 
daring  Good  behaviour  shall  mlsdemean  himself  !□  bis  or  their  said  offices,  and 
thsTcupoD  a  Complaint  or  Charge  In  writing  of  such  miademeaDOr  sball  he  exhibited 
tgalnat  him  or  them  by  any  member  ot  tbe  aald  Corporation,  at  any  meeting  or 
Baetlnga  of  the  said  Corporation  met  and  convened  as  aforesaid.  That  It  aball  be 
lAWfal  tor  the  saJd  members  of  the  said  Corporation  then  met  or  the  major  part 
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of  tbem  from  time  to  time,  npon  EiamlnB 
Bucb  I'reildent.  Fellow,  ProfeBKir,  or  Tuli 
Id  his  or  Iheir  place  or  plaws  Id  appoint ; 

Aod.  we  do  lurlher  for  ua.  our  heirs,  and  Succeaaora,  will  and  grant  that  the  MM 
OoTecDori  of  (he  aald  College,  or  the  in&Jor  part  of  an;  Dftccn  or  more  ot  'tbm 
CoDTened  and  mett  aa  afnreaald.  ahall  and  may.  from  time  to  time,  aa  oceaalon  wj 
reqDire,  Elect,  Cooatltute.  and  appoint,  a  Treaanrer.  Clerk,  and  Stewmrd.  tor  On 
nid  College,  and  to  appoint  them  and  each  ot  them  tbeir  reapectlTe  Bnalneaa  ui 
Trnala.  and  to  digplace  and  dlacharge  from  the  SerTlce  of  the  aatd  College  aoct 
Treasurer.  Clerk,  or  ateward,  and  to  elect  other  or  othera  In  their  placea  and  atcad; 
and  lucb  Treaanrer,  Clerk,  and  steward,  ao  Elected  and  appointed,  we  do  for  H, 
our  belra.  and  SucceBSora.  h;  theie  presents  Conslltnle  and  Est&bllah  Id  thed 
■everal  offices,  and  do  Give  them  full  power  and  autboritr  to  Eierclae  the  aamt 
In  the  aald  College,  according  to  (he  direction  and  during  the  pleaaure  of  the  mM 
OoTernors  of  the  aatd  College,  or  the  major  part  of  an;  flfteeo  or  more  of  Ota 
Convened  ao  aforesaid,  aa  fallf  and  freel;  sa  an;  other  thr  like  ofBcera  In  anj  tt 
our  nnlversltlei  or  an;  ot  our  Colleges  In  that  part  ot  oar  KiDEdom  ot  Orca.t  Brlull 
called  England,  Lawfully  maj  and  ought  to  do : 


Text-booka,  Bules,  Discipline. 


And  we  do  further,  of  our  Eapeclat  Grace.  Certain  Knowledge,  and  mecr  mottoa, 
Give  and  Grant  unto  the  said  Qovernors  of  the  said  College,  that  the;  and  Orit 
Succeaaora.  or  the  major  part  of  an;  atteen  or  more  of  them  Convened  and  BWlt 
Together  In  msDDer  aforeaald.  shall  and  may  direct  and  appoint  what  Books  dull 
be  pDblkhly  read  and  taught  in  the  said  College,  by  the  President,  Fellows,  Pn>- 
feeaors,  and  Tutors: 

And  ahall  aud  may.  under  tbelr  Common  seal,  make  and  set  down,  and  they  an 
hereby  fully  Impowered,  from  time  lo  Hme,  to  make  and  set  down  In  writing,  am* 
Laws,  ordluancea.  and  orders,  for  the  Berter  Goveniment  of  tbe  said  College,  and 
Students,  and  Mluiatera  thereof,  as  they  shall  think  beat  for  the  General  Good  tt 
tbe  same,  so  that  they  are  not  Repiienant  to  the  Lswa  and  statutes  of  that  part  «f 
our  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  or  of  our  said  Province  of  New  Tort, 
and  do  not  extend  to  exclude  any  person  of  auy  Religious  Denomination  whatcin 
from  Equal  Liberty  and  sdvantaRe  of  Education,  or  from  any  tbe  Degrees,  Llbertln, 
Privileges.  BeneDts.  or  Immuultlps  of  the  snld  College,  on  account  ot  his  partlculu 
Tenets  In  mattera  ot  nellglon  :  And  surb  laws,  Ordlnaures,  and  orders,  which  sluU 
l)p  Bo  niniii'  IIS  uforesiild.  we  do  by  lliosi-  rrcs(>u(».  tor  us.  our  heirs,  and  Succetwrt. 
Uallfy.  Coiitlrm,  mid  >itIow,  ;is  Gmd  and  EITet'tUHl  lo  bind  and  oblige  all  and  enrr 
tbe  Students  and  OtBcera  and  MlnlEters  of  the  aald  College : 

And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  Impowcr  the  aald  Governors  of  the  aatd  Collect 
or  the  major  part  ot  any  flftpen  or  more  of  (hem,  at  any  ot  tbelr  meetings  Cca- 
vened  Ba  aforesaid,  and  tbe  I'resldent.  Fellows,  and  Professors  for  the  time  being.  U 
pnt  auch  Laws,  ordinances  and  nrderti.  Id  execullon.  Ihat  la  to  ny.  auch  as  Inlin 
upon  any  Student  tbe  Greater  I'uDlshment  of  Eipulelon,  Buspenslon.  Degradattsa. 
and  public  Confession,  by  the  Governors  ot  the  Raid  College,  or  the  maijor  part  at 
any  fifteen  or  more  of  them,  eoncencd  and  met  Togelber  as  aforesaid  only;  a*d 
auch  as  Ititllct  the  Leaner  PunishmeDls,  by  tbe  Prpsldent,  Fellows,  and  Proteaan* 
or  any  of  tliem,  according  to  the  true  Intent  of  eueb  Laws,  ordlnaneea,  and  ordna 
aa  ahall  be  mnde  In  Pnrsuance  of  these  presents  for  that  purpoae. 

Public  ITorsAi;).     Visitation  hy  Oovemors. 

And  we  do  fnrther  will,  ordain,  and  direct,  that  there  Aall  l>e  forertr  hereafh* 
PubUck  motnlDB  and  evening  aervlce  Constantly  performed  In  the  aald  CDllfa 
morning  and  evening  forever,  by  the  President.  Fellows  Profeaaora.  or  Tatars,  tt 
tbe  aald  College,  or  one  of  them,  according  to  tbe  Liturgy  of  the  Chnrch  of  Eaglu' 
aa  by  Law  Eslabllshed,  or  SDch  a  Collection  ot  prayers  ont  of  the  aaU  Utarir, 
with  a  Collect  peeallar  for  the  said  College,  aa  shall  be  approTed  ot  from  tlBt  W 
time  by  tbe  Qoyernors  of  tbe  said  College,  or  the  major  part  of  any  BttiM  W  *■* 
of  them  Conveoeil  u  atomalA-. 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  3513 

1754 
And  wc  do  turtber  will  sod  erant  that  the  uld  OartrDori  of  tbe  Mid  College  tor 
the  time  belQR,  or  tbe  mnjor  part  of  an;  fltteen  or  more  of  tbem  Convened  a> 
■foresaid,  ihall  bare  foil  poner  and  I.awfal  authority  to  vlalt.  order,  panlsb,  place, 
kDd  displace.  Tbe  TreaBurer,  Clerk.  Stpward,  Btndenta.  and  other  offlcera  and 
tDlDfatera  ot  tbe  aald  College,  and  to  order.  Reform,  and  Redreaa.  all  and  any  the 
dlBordera,  mlidemeanora  and  abuaei  In  the  peraons  aroresald,  or  any  of  them,  and 
to  Ceasure,  anipend.  or  deprive  them,  or  any  or  either  of  tbem,  So  alicai/i,  that  no 
TlslUtloo.  act  or  tblag.  Id  or  ConcernlDg  tbe  lald  College,  be  made  or  dooe  by  any 
other  penon  or  peraooa  vbataoerer  bat  aa  la  herein  before  Directed  and  Declared. 


Conferring  of  Degrees. 


And  we  do  farther,  of  onr  Eapeclal  Grace.  Certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  motion, 
win.  GlTe.  and  Orant.  onto  the  lald  Oovernora  of  the  aald  College,  that  tor  the 
eocouragement  of  the  Students  of  the  aald  College  to  Diligence  and  Induatry  In 
their  Stodlea.  that  they  and  their  Sncceaiora.  and  the  major  part  ot  any  fifteen  or 
tnore  of  them  Conycned  and  mett  together  aa  aforeaald.  do,  by  the  Prealdent  of  tbe 
■Bid  Colleee.  or  any  other  peraon  or  peraona  by  them  antborlied  and  appointed, 
Olre  and  Grant  any  aacb  desree  and  deRreea  to  any  the  itndenta  ot  the  aald  College, 
or  any  other  peraon  or  peraona  by  them  thanght  wortby  thereof,  aa  are  nanally 
Oranted  by  any  or  either  ot  our  aalveraltlea  or  Collegea  In  that  part  of  our  ElnKdom 
of  Great  Britain  called  England,  and  that  tbe  President,  or  anch  other  persona  to 
Ik  appointed  tor  that  purpose  aa  atoreaald.  do  tlga  and  seal  Diplomas  or  CertlOcatea 
ot  anch  Degree  or  Degrees,  to  be  kept  by  the  Gradnatea  as  a  Testimonial  thereof. 

To  have  a  Seal. 

And  Purther,  of  onr  Bapeclal  Grace.  Certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  motion,  we  do 
At  na.  onr  belrs.  and  Sacceasors.  will.  Give,  .and  Grsnt,  onto  the  aald  Ooyemora 
of  the  said  College,  and  to  tbeir  SQCcessora.  that  they  shall  and  may  bare  one 
'CommoD  Seal,  under  which  they  shall  and  may  pass  all  Grants,  Dlplomaa.  and  all 
other  wrltlnga  wbataoever.  reqnlalte.  necessary,  or  Conyenlent  to  paaa  under  the 
acal  of  tbe  aald  Corporation  ;  which  seal  shall  be  EngraTen  In  ancb  form  and  with 
«ncb  Derlces  and  Inscriptions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  said  Oorernors  ot  tbe 
mbM  College  or  the  major  part  of  any  fltteen  or  more  of  them  that  shall  be  Con- 
-vened  for  the  service  of  the  said  College,  In  the  manner  above  directed:  and  by 
tSese  oar  Letters  patent  It  shall  and  may  be  Lawfal  for  than  and  their  Successors,  at 
«ny  of  their  meetings  Convened  as  aforessld.  as  they  shall  see  cause,  to  Break. 
"Vhange.  alter,  and  new  make  tbe  aame,  or  any  otber  common  Seal,  when  and  as 
'Often  aa  to  them  shall  aeeni  convenient. 


Inferior  Office 


A»d  IM,  further,  tor  na.  our  heirs,  and  Successors.  Qlre  and  Grant  unto  tbe  aald 
^loveniora  of  the  aald  College,  and  tbelr  Successors,  or  tbe  major  part  ot  any  Ottcen 
or  more  ot  them  Convened  as  aforesaid,  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time. 
^nd  at  all  times  bereafter.  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  other  Interior  offlcers  or 
Itlnlsters  which  tbey  shall  think  convenient  and  necessary  tor  tbe  use  of  Ihe  College, 
sot  herein  particularly  named  or  mentioned,  which  GIBcers  and  Ministers  we  do 
hereby  Impower  to  eiecnte  their  Respective  oOlces  or  Trusts,  during  the  will  and 
Vleasnre  only  ot  the  Governors  ot  the  said  College,  or  the  major  part  of  any  Btteen 
■•r  more  of  them  Convened  as  atoreaald.  aa  folly  and  freely  as  any  other  the  like 
-ODeen  or  ministers  In  and  of  our  Universities  or  any  other  College  In  that  part 
"Wt  our  Singdom  of  Great  Britain  Called  England  may  or  ought  to  do. 

Letters  Patent. 

Aa4,  LaaUu,  ot  our  Bipreaa  will  and  pleaanre,  and  meer  motion,  we  do,  tor  D*, 
'^v  hein,  and  Bncceaaora.  Qlve  and  Grant  unto  the  sold  Govemora  of  the  aald 
^^lev^  asd  to  their  Bncceaaora  forever,  that  these  onr  Letters  patent,  being  entered 
■^t  Reeofd,  ••  la  berstnafter  particularly  Expraaaed.  or  the  Bnrollment  thereot,  ib«\\ 
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be  Girad  and  Effectual  In  tht  Law,  to  all  InteDts  and  pnrpnae^  aca.tiut  na,  m  Un 
and  Succeuori.  wltbaut  aor  olber  Ljcenie,  Graot,  or  ConflrmBUon,  fnaa  mt,  tm 
IWirR,  or  Succewort,  bereaf  ter  b;  th«  said  GoTsmara  at  the  aald  College  ta  ta  M 
or  obtained,  NotwItbsCandlnf;  the  Dot  Tecltlng  or  mlarecltal.  or  not  namln|  oc  Ida- 
namlDB,  of  tbe  BforpaBld  offlcea,  Pranchlaea.  FrivlleEea.  Immnnltlea.  or  otber  tta 
premlsea.  or  atif  of  tbent :  and  notvlthalaQdlnK  a  wrltt  ad  Qaed  Damiwa  bitk  ail 
laaued  loctb  to  inquire  of  or  concerning  tbe  Premlaea,  or  iDj  of  them,  befert  lt> 
enaeBllng  hereof,  an;  Statute,  act.  Ordinance,  or  provteon,  or  aoj  other  owttn  * 
thing  to  tbe  CoDtrar;  thereof  In  an;  wise  NatwitbitandlilK ; 

To  have,  Aold,  nnd  Enjoy,  ali  and  BiDEiilar  the  rrlvlleeea.  LiberHea.  adnnlaiiL 
and  Imm unities,  and  all  and  singular  other  (he  I'remlBea  herein  or  herebj  Qiuod. 
or  mennt,  menlloaed,  or  Intcadfd  to  be  herein  aud  bereb;  Given  and  Granted  an 
them,  tbe  said  Goveroora  of  the  anld  CollfKC  of  the  I'rovlnce  of  New  Yorh.  ia  ik 
City  o(  New  York,  In  America,  and  to  their  Successora  forever.  Jn  realiauf 
wli.-n-..f.  we  have  eanaed  tbrse  our  Luiiers  t.i  be  mnJe  patient,  and  the  Gceii  Sni 
of  onr  Province  of  New  York  la  be  hereunio  aOlied.  and  the  same  lo  be  (slirtd  <f 
Record  In  our  S^ecrelarjr'B  ofEce  of  our  nald  Prorlnce.  In  one  of  tbe  Books  of  rinan 
(here  rvmalnlnj-.  Wllnr"  our  Truitf  and  well  beloved  Jamei  De  Laitetv,  Bn^ae 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Commander  In  chlet  In  and  over  our  Province  of  Sew  Y«l 
and  the  Terrltoriea  depending  thereon,  In  America,  lo.  by.  and  with  the  Advln  nl 
Conaenl  of  our  Council  of  our  said  I>roviDce,  this  thlrl;  flrat  da;  of  October,  ii  iM 
year  nf  our  t^rd  one  thousand  aercn  hundred  and  nf(y  four,  and  of  onr  Belgi  Ite 
twentj*  elgbth. 

Krnsures,  Interlineations. 

Tbe  foUDwln^  ErnHurea  and  iDterllneatlona  Bppearlni;  In  these  our  Letters  rtitw. 
That  is  lo  aaj.  In  the  Ursi  ikln,  Line  four,  the  word  (r*w).  Line  nineteen,  ibn» 
words,  (by  tliese  our  Leilera  Palenl,  that  there  be  Krec(ed  and  Diade)  laterliirfi 
line  twenty  one,  (wllb)  wrote  on  Eralaure  :  line  twenty  two,  (l^w)  Iniedlari 
In  the  second  akin,  line  Ttcelve.  (tbe)  interlined,  and  (YOlinKer)  wrote  on  Eralnn- 
In  tbe  third  akin,  (he  Flral  line,  (and  secret.)  and  in  tbe  aiith  Line  (AdmlnlMtied) 
wro(e  partly  on  Rralxure.  Id  the  twelfth  line,  (And  the  first  Lard  Commli^intr 
for  Trade  and  Planlatlons)    Interlined.    And  ia  tbe  fourth  skin,  and  first  linr.  iM 

CI^aKB,  Jaalor. 
[See  Oct.  1,  IS,  ai  Nov.  1,  1,  ITM:  Hay,  7,  13.  13,  30;  Jane  J.  5.  U:  Aug.  11.  U.  IS 
Also  many  IncldenUi  allusions  In  tbe  letters,  17»-S ;  and  Dec  1,  1T5«.) 

Nt>T>  ON  Kdv.  Dr.  Sauubi,  Johnbon,  First  PdEtUDBNT  or  Kmos  Coi.i,igk. 

Rev.  Samuel  Johnson.  !>.  !>..  the  Brst  President  of  King's  (now  Columbia)  ('DUt-m 
In  .\ew  York,  waa  born  at  Guilford,  t'onn..  October  H.  IGW.  and  In  int  graduicd 
at  Yale  College,  where  be  continued  as  n  tutor  until  1720,  wben  he  was  ariti'^'* 
Minister  of  the  Con tcrcgat Ions  1  Cbureh  al  n'cat  Haten.  In  ITS  he,  with  lecrnl 
other  elergyinen.  avowed  tbelr  preferences  for  (be  dootrluea  of  tbe  Eplw«r*' 
Church,  aud  proceeded  to  Eniilaiid,  where  tbey  rw«lved  Holy  Orders  In  1^  ui 
returned  to  America;  Mr.  Johnson  being  pu(  In  charge  of  tbe  Chnreb  at  8tntt>>:4. 
At  this  time  he  was  (he  only  Episcopal  Miniater  In  Coiinectlca(.  In  17U.  the  Til- 
versKy  of  Oiford  conferred  (lie  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  on  him.  and  la  1» 
be  wan  unanlQiouBly  elected  Prealdent  of  (he  newly  InatUuted  College  at  New  f»A 
to  which  city  he  ucconllnKly  removed.  lie  llUed  that  offlce  natll  FcbniaiT.  IIA 
whun  be  resigned  aud  paaaed  (he  remainder  of  bla  dnya  at  Stratford,  wbeie  k> 
resumed  his  former  charge,  and  died  January  G,  IiT2,  aged  TS  years.  Hla  dMik.  tk> 
Society  tor  tbe  Propngatlon  of  the  Gospel  declared  to  be  a  public  loaa  to  the  Aaol- 
can  Church.  Tbe  following  Is  a  Hat,  as  far  aa  we  have  been  able  (o  aacerula,  ' 
Iir.  Johuson-H  n'rlllug!<:— 

Plain  Keasona  for  conforming  to  tbe  Churvb.    17S3. 

Letter  of  Arlxloi'les  to  Autbndes,  concerning  the  Sovereignty  and  PromlMS  of  Cot- 
Umo.  Boston.  171G. 

Hermoii  roncernlng  the  olillgutloufl  we  arc  under  to  Love  aud  Dellcht  la  the  PuWc 
worahlp  of  God,  preached  at  the  opening  of  Christ'*  Church  at  Btlatfsid.  t<^ 
Boston.  1746. 


OP  THE  State  of  New  York.  3515 

1764 

A  Srtttm  of  Uoralltr.  coDtaloluK  the  flr«t  priadplei  of  Hon)  Fbllosopbr  or  etblcs. 

In  a  chain  of  DeccMucy  coiueiiueDeea  from  certain  facta.    UK- 
Letter  to  Jonathan  DicklaBoo  In  Defence  of  Ariatoclea  to  AQlbadea,  concerning 

the  SoTerplgntr  and  Fromise*  of  God.    Umo.  BoatOD.  174T. 
ElemeDta  Pblloaophica:  or  Things  relating  to  the  Mind  and  to  Moral  Behaviour. 

tro.   Philadelphia:  Franklin,  1I5Z,    (An  edition  of  thla  work  appeara  alio  In  the 

Oatalogue  of  Harrard  College  nnder  this  title:— 
Noetlcs  or  the  flnt  principles  of  HetaptajBlci  and  Logic,  etc   Sro.  Pblladelpbla. 

11E3. 


vm. 

A  Sermon  oh  the  Beaat;  of  HollDPsa  In  the  Worship  of  tbe  Charcb  of  England, 
being  a  brief  Rationale  of  (he  Lltargf.    Sro.  New  York.  1T6L 

A  Letter  to  a  Friend:  entitled,  a  Short  Vindication  of  the  Socletj  for  the  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel  In  Forelgo  Parts.  By  one  of  Its  memberg.  ThlH  forniH  an 
aniendli  to  Dr.  Caner'a  Candid  Biamlnatlon,  published  In  1783. 

A  CHlechlaoi  and  an  Engllab  Orammsr.    ITEG, 

A  Hebrew  Grammar.  London.  Faden.  ITffl.  The  two  last  were  also  repnbllahed 
the  same  year,  nnder  the  title  ot— 

Aa  Englieh  and  Hebrew  Grommar.  being  the  first  short  RudlmeDls  of  tbose  two 
Umgnages,  taaght  together. 

Two  Sermons  on  Hamlllty  and  Charily,  delivered  at  New  Haven.    1TC8. 

The  Bey.  T.  B.  Chandler  wrote  the  Lift  of  Samtut  Johnion.  D.  D.  which  was  pnb- 
Dihed  In  one  Vol.,  12mo.  New  York.    T.  &  I.  Swords,    isoe.— Ed. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol,  »l.  p.  91t. 

8ee  Chandler's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson;  and  Beardsley's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  1874. 

RZFOBT  OF  THE  TBnSTEES  OF  THE  FlINDS  EaISED  FOB  A  CoLLEGE  IN 

THE  City  of  New  Yoek,  Novembeb  Ibt,  1754. 

The  Tmatees  of  the  proposed  College  Fnnds  were,  on  Oct.  26tb,  I7M,  ordered  to 
nport.  This  report  nag  made  on  Not.  1st.  Tbey  brleOy  stated  that  tbey  had 
wiered  on  the  tmat  reposed  In  them,  and  that,  according  to  tbe  o^er  ot  the  Hoose. 
so  Oct.  Sth,  they  had  advertised  and  pot  oat  the  money— £3,4U_at  interest.  Tbey 
farther  stated  that  Trinity  Charcb  bad  offered  to  give  them  land  for  tbe  site  and 
•le  irf  a  College.    Blgned  by 

JohD  Chambers,  Jas.  Livingston, 

Daniel  Hommanden,  Ben].  NIcolls, 

Edward  Holland,  Ab.  Do  Peysier. 

Jonmal  ot  tbe  Assembly,  11.  39S. 

Kinority  Report  of  Hon.  Wm.  Livingston  on  the  College  Funds, 
November  1,  1754.  (This  was  presented  before  the  Majority 
Report.) 

Ha  aald  that  he  bad  protested  against  the  above  report  as  Incomplete:  tbat  It  did 
aot  contain  all  their  proceedings;  especially,  tbat  It  did  not  contain  petition  by  tbe 
MU  Tnuteea  to  tbe  Lleotenant  Governor  for  a  Charter  for  a  College,  nor  his 
(Uvtngston'a)  protest  against  tbe  said  Charter  and  Petition. 

L  That,  CMislderlng  tbe  natnre  of  the  trnst  reposed  In  tbe  said  Tmstees,  and  tbat 
Oey  wet*  not  a  Body  Corporate  and  Politic,  they  mnat  be  governed  by  a  majority 
wte.  and  were  personally  responsible  to  the  Legislature. 

1  Tbat  be  protested  against  their  acts  In  order  to  protect  himself. 

t  That  the  aald  Trustees  had  exceeded  their  poweia,  or  (»nltted  to  execute  tbelr 
tnst,  nnlaai  bla  dinent  were  reported. 

1  Tbat  tber  shonld  have  reported  his  dissent. 

I.  That  tbelr  refusal  so  to  do  was  an  Infringement  of  bis  right  aa  a  Trustee. 

79 
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Tbe  mlnoritr   Report  of  Wm.   LlTlngBtoD   Incladed  wKMn  Itaclt 
eitrertH.  or  retenoeea  to  tbc  followliig  papers: 

1.  The  flnt  ontr  of  land  by  TrlDlt;  Cbarch  ■■  early  u  Hucb  t,  ITSt. 

2.  The  iDTltatlon  of  the  Tnute«a  to  Dr.  Samuel  JobnaoQ  to  becoma  Head-MnlK 
Not.  n.  ina,  algned  br  Wm.  LlTiasaton. 

t.  The  iDTttatloi)  of  tbe  Tnuteea  to  ttr.  WhIttleHr  ^  beeoae  Second  1UM, 
Jan.  7,  1764. 

4.  On  tbe  aame  date  Dr.  Jobiuoii  waa  iDformed  that  he  would  be  made  tm/HM 
Rector  of  Trlnltf  Charrb. 

6.  A  reply  of  Dr.  JohiiBoD,  dated  Jan.  T,  1764,  aod  asklnc  for  more  time  for  w- 
•IdeCBtlon.    Read  to  tbe  Tnuteea  on  Feb.  11,  17U. 

5.  Mr.  Wblttlosey  wrote  to  tbe  Trustee*  that  he  could  not  jet  decide.  Bead  If 
tbe  Troiteea,  Feb.  n,  I7S4. 

7.  March  13.  17H.  Tbe  Tnuteea  wrote  to  Dr.  Joboaon  and  Ur.  Whlttlcby,  lartltal 
them  lo  a  couterence  Id  New  York  City  In  April. 

8.  May  16.  1754.  A  draft  of  a  Charter  for  a  ColleEe,  on  lands  belondnx  to  TiMV 
Ohureh  waa  read  before  the  Truateea.  LtvlDBaton  proteated  agnlnat  ttda  tit  ' 
"Tventy  onanawerable  Reaaona." 

I.  Uay  »tb.  1754.    Tbe  Trnalee*  are  Informed  that  they  mixht  peUtlou  tbe  le*^ 

latnre  for  aald  Charter.  _ 

Jcnmal  of  tb«  Aaaconbly,  IL  p.  B 

Hon.  Wm.  Liviugston'e  "  Twenty  Unanswerable  ReuonB  "  agtiat 
the  Establisliment  of  a  Sectarian  College,  to  be  supported  I7 
Public  Funds.  On  2£&j  16,  1754,  these  were  read  to  to 
Trustees  of  the  College  Funds;  and  on  Nov.  1,  1754,  indndai 
in  his  Minority  Eeport  to  the  Legislature. 
(Abstract.) 

1.  Beeauae  tbe  Cburcb  of  England,  wboee  Lltorgy  la  to  be  naed  In  aald  CallqK» 
not  an  eatabllahed  Cburrb  In  thla  Prof  Ince.  aa  declared,  but  all  dtlaena  aie  ou  ftt- 
feet  rellsloaa  equality.  Therefore,  the  establlBbmertt  of  aald  CoUese  will  be  partial 
and  a  maQ[tcet  encroachment  on  the  rlghti  and  prlTllcKea  of  other  denominillwa 

2.  Admitting  that  the  Chorcb  of  England,  estabtlsbed  Id  South  Britatn.  li  («k- 
liabed  Id  tbls  Prorlnce;  yet  (be  ealabllsbmenl  of  the  Liturgy  of  aald  Cbairb  la  «M 
College  by  Charier,  and  without  the  cocaent  of  the  RepresentatlTea  of  ttie  pccffk 
)•  UDjust  and  an  Invaaion  of  tbetr  rlshta.  For  all  the  Inbabltanta  wjll  be  obUfidn 
contrlbule  to  tbe  support  of  Che  Inatltatlon,  while  the  Taat  majority  dlneat  tiw 
tbe  Chorcb  of  England. 

3.  Tbe  offer  made  by  Trinity  Chorcb  od  April  8tb,  17H,  of  land  for  aald  CoHtft- " 
made  conditionally  upon  the  use  of  tbe  Ragllsb  Lltnrgy  In  aald  Colleire.  whtnel 
Trinity  Chorcb  on  March  Eth.  17GI.  offered  tbe  land  conditionally.  Trinity  CMiO 
should  either  offer  the  land  onconditlonally  or  tbe  Tmatees  shonld  reject  tlie  *fc 
as  an  artifice  to  purchase  the  rlKbta  and  UlMrtlea  of  the  people,  under  coTeroti 
generous  and  unconditional  Rratuity. 

4.  That  tbe  Tmsteea  cnnnot  accept  of  lands  from  Trinity  Chorcb  on  tbe  aton 
condlllons,  or  any  other  conditions,  according  to  tbe  Acta  appointed  them.  wItkMt 
the  consent  of  tbe  Leglsialurc.  The  Truatecs  were  only  appointed  to  teceln  pn- 
posalB  of  land,  etc.,  and  rpport  to  the  Legislature. 

6.  The  TruBteeeare  anfflclently  empowered  by  the  laat  Act  to  Inatltute  and  DUW 
the  said  College  withoot  any  Charter. 

«.  That  a  Charter,  bowercr  drawn,  and  without  glTlng  to  the  Tmatee*  tbt  liff 
to  advance  one  aect  abore  another,  would  sllli  be  unaafe.  as  It  might  be  aumedtnl 
or  repealed. 

T.  Beeauae  tbe  monefa  directed  to  be  paid  for  tbe  salary  of  the  Haatera, 
were  Intended  for  the  Masters  of  tbe  Free  College:  bat  the  Trustee*.  In  t 
oath  prescribed  by  said  Charter,  would  bind  themselTca  to  defeat  It    .- 
would  aid  and  abet  Trinity  Cbnirb  In  defraodlng  the  Prorlnce  o«t  fl(  tt*  ^ 
moneys,  by  applying  them  to  tbe  oae  of  the  College  of  Trinity  Ohni«h. 
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g.  Berauie  Mid  Charter  excludes  from  the  ofBce  of  President  all  persoDB  not  of 
^he  ChDicti  of  EDglaad.  Thtg  would  eiclte  Knlmo*ltl«s  Id  the  Province  by  a  dla- 
-rltnlnatlaii  of  pitTllege,  and  eBtsbllBhlug  a  BQpeiloiItT  In  one  amoDS  tbe  secta. 
vhleh  vonld  prove  prejudicial  to  tbe  education  of  yoath.  by  excludlag  competent 
^etBons  from  tbe  oSce  of  Freeldent.  and  electing  Inferior  person!  thereto. 

t.  The  KeconS  Act  referred  to,  empowering  the  Trutleee  to  appoint  Masters,  pre- 
■cribes  no  rellglouB  test  whatcTer;  nor  was  said  Act  Intended  to  exclude  tbe  Dntcb 
>r  other  Protestants. 

10.  Because  the  TrOSlees  appointed  by  s«ld  charter  ate  empowered  to  supply  all 
rmcancles  of  Tmstees  by  tbeir  own  cbolce,  and  without  restraint.  This  may  sub- 
fert  tile  deaign  of  tbe  College,  or  prove  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

11.  BecauM  It  will  compel  parents  to  send  their  children  to  this  College  of  Trinity 
Church,  or  leave  them  without  academical  edacatlon. 

II.  Became  It  may  cariy  out  of  tbl*  Province  large  soma  of  miHiey  to  the  nelgb- 
borlDK  provinces  for  the  education  of  yoath. 

U.  Becanse  It  la  likely  to  prevent  charitable  contributions.  Many  will  cheerfully 
Bontribute  to  the  College  of  New  York,  but  not  to  the  College  of  Trinity  Church. 

IL  Because  It  Is  contrary  to  the  Golden  Bale  taught  by  the  Head  of  tbe  Charcb. 
It  would  be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  Trinity  Church  to  try  to  counteract  this 
rule, 

S.  Beeanae  tbe  application  of  tbe  moneys  to  the  use  of  Trinity  Church  College, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  tbe  New  Xork  College,  would  raise 
pabUc  disorder  when  his  Majesty's  Interests,  on  account  of  tbe  encroachm«its  of 
tke  French,  require  the  greateat  concord. 

U.  Because  If  there  were  a.  necessity  for  tbe  said  Charter,  It  ought  to  have  been 
o  tbe  Assembly  at  their  last  session  (or  the  next  one)  to  aecure  an  Act  to 
e  the  Trustees  to  dispose  of  the  said  moneys  for  tbe  porpasea  for  which  the 
Charter  was  Intended.  The  Trast«es  cannot  apply  the  uld  moneys  to  Trinity 
Church  College  antU  empowered  bo  to  do  by  the  LeglBlatur«. 

IT.  Because  by  said  acts  certain  persons  are  appointed  for  tbe  application  of  tbe 
Honeys,  but  Id  the  Charter  other  persons  are  mentioned.  Those  appointed  by  Act 
cannot  surreuder  moneys  to  those  appointed  by  Charter,  aa  that  would  be  delegat- 
ing a  power  which  Is  not  transferable. 

U.  Since  the  College  of  Trinity  Cburch  will  consist  of  other  Tmstees,  and  be 
•therwise  Incorporated  and  enjoy  other  powers  than  tbe  College  of  New  York,  they 
aoat  be  considered  as  totally  distinct.  But  two  Colleges  are  useless.  Trinity 
Ohuicti  College  Is  set  up  In  opposition  to  the  College  of  New  York.  The  encourage- 
Kent  of  the  former  would  be  a  violation  of  bla  {Livingston's)  trust,  and  eipoee  him 
toeenanre. 

a.  Because  be  (Livingston)  verily  believes  that  tbe  several  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature reserved  solely  to  themselves  the  estnbllshment  of  tbe  plan  of  government  to 
be  exercised  In  the  New  York  College,  as  they  have  the  disposition  of  Its  location 

Ml  BecsDse  the  Trustees  appointed  by  aald  acta,  who  consent  to  the  appropriation 
«(  said  money  to  the  said  Trinity  Church  C<dlege,  may  and  ought  to  be  accountable 
far  the  aame  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Wm.  Livingston. 
Hay  U,  17H. 

—Journal  of  Assembly,  II.  400-103. 

CoKDITIONS  PbOPOSED  ON  WhiOH  THE  CoLLEOE  MiGHT  SeCTEB  THE 

Moneys. 
Eev.  Henry  Barclay,  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Jolmson,  Concerning  his  acceptauce  of  the  Presidency  of  King's 
College,  New  York.     Nov.  4,  1T54. 

Osar  Blr:— Hr.  NIcoll  being  obliged  to  go  out  of  town,  communicated  your  letter 
to  m*  In  order  that  I  might  answer  It.  On  Tbnrsday  last  the  Charter  passed  tbe 
l^ull  and  wtM  ordered  to  be  forthwith  engiosaed.  On  Friday,  the  Truateea  *p- 
**(ntad  br  Act  of  AMsmbly  according  to  ocdsr  ta  the  Houm  delivered  In  a  report 
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or  their  procpwllnga   contormBble  to  tbe   Art  which  report  wu  slgud  b7  ■Of 
WllllBm   Llrln^Con.  who  oblected   to  (be  report  &£  not  belDK  complete,  teOBK 
notice  WBB  taken  ot  the  proci-edlDgv  with  regard  to  the  Chuter,  which  thi  Qnn*     i 
and  ibe  rest  of  tbe  KenllemeD  thoaght  UDDecGBear;. 

WbereupoD  LJrIngslon  delivered  in  a  leparale  report  In  fall,  conlaliiliig  Ui  !■■■ 
protest,  etc.  Thia  oocanloDcd  a  grest  (erment  In  the  Houbc,  and  iMoed  ler  AltM 
Id  ■  reaolre  that  LIvlneBtoa'B  UeparE  Bbooid  be  printed  at  larsc  and  Um  1 
poitpooed  to  farther  consideration  on  Wednesday  oeit.  Thej  bad  a  mijorill'l 
to  S,  bill:  three  of  our  friends  were  absent  and  It  was  with  much  dlfflcnltr  ttsi fli 
were  prevented  from  censuring  the  conduct  of  tbe  Trustees  and  retnnlii  M 
to  LlTlngstoD.  n'e  were  all  afraid  tbnt  this  would  baTG  retarded  the  scaOf  tfl 
Charter,  and  some  Kell-wlabers  to  the  thing  would  bare  conMnted  to  the  mA 
of  It  bad  not  the  Governor  appeared  resolute  and  come  to  town  on  Bitiu4v,V 
Sxed  ttic  W'al  to  II.  And  In  do  him  Justice,  lie  baa  kIvcu  ub  b  good  di]mIv< 
Cburcbmen.  no  less  (ban  eleven  of  tbe  vestry  belns  of  the  number.  Then  mli 
sigbt  of  tbe  Dutch  Cburcb,  luaBl  ot  tbem  good  men  and  true,  and  two  Uaan 

We  are,  however,  puzzled  what  to  adrise  jou  as  to  realgnlng  your  mlialiB.  IH 
been  with  Mr.  Chambera  tbla  morning,  and  though  It  be  Ibe  opinion  of  watifll 
gentlemen  Ihal  fou  ougbl  to  resign  and  trust  to  Providence  for  tbe  line 
•nd  come  away  Immediately,  we  would  rather  ebooae.  if  poaalble.  tlul  i 
pot  off  tbe  resignation  lot  a  forthnlgbt  or  three  weeks,  and  come  down  ta 
becauae  some  are  not  so  clear  with  regard  (o  tbe  Bve  bimdred  ponni 
though  DiherB  tblak  we  cannot  be  deprived  of  IL  Bnt  since  tUs  conmMltaA 
ttr.  Chambers  we  have  bad  aome  gllminerlnE  light.  I  went  from  Ur.  nurtsfl 
Mr.  Wulls'  iwbo  In  unbnppll}'  conllned  n-Ith  tbe  rheunialUm),  and  met  imOiM 
member!*  coming  out  of  bis  bouae,  who.  as  he  lold  me,  came  to  malt  pwrt 
for  an  accommodation,  and  all  they  desired  was  a  Dutcb  Professor  of  IH<W| 
which.  It  granted,  they  would  all  Join  us  and  give  tbe  mooey.  TBIc  1  dgoH  ri 
will  be  done,  unless  the  Governor  should  oppose  It.  who  Is  much  Incfluid  it  9 
Dutch  for  petitioning  the  ABsembly  on  that  bead,  but  I  make  no  danbl.  btKr' 
paelSed.    (tlov.  i.  ITUJ. 

■nd  (be  advice  of  Sir.  Chambers  and  myself.  In  which  I  believe  Benny  caicmi " 
you  defer  the  realguation  of  your  mission  a  little  longer,  as  It  will  be  (bt  ■* 
ot  getting  a  good  BuhicrlpClon  for  your  support  In  case  this  accomiODditlia  *V 
tbe  AsBembly  should  fail,  which,  however,  I  am  Inclined  to  think  will  nol  fill-  I*- 

now  look  Iwck.    Providence,  1  Imst,  Is  still  on  our  side,  and  everybody  Is  NBdM 
for  your  return. 
I  am  dear  air.  In  the  greatest  burry, 

Buicy  Budir- 
I  have  not  time  to  give  yon  a  list  of  tbe  Governors,  nor  Indeed  can  I  naUl 
them  all.  Tbe  whole  number  Is  forty-one— seventeen  ei-afflcio,  and  twentj-twr^  ; 
TOte  genlN-meii,~in  wbkh  numl>«r  Ihrrt'  arc  at  present  but  eight  of  ibe  Dalrlit*'^ 
the  French,  Lutheran,  Preahyterlan  ministers,  and  Will.  UvingatOD-ao  tlst  ■ 
have  a  majority  ot  twenty-nine  lo  twelve,  and  In  theae  twelve  are  IbcIiM  ■ 
BlcbardB,  John  Cruger,  Leonard  Llapenard.  and  Ibe  Treaaurer.  all  our  foodtt** 
Monday,  10  o'clock.  A'op.  *.  nU.—BrardtlFj/'i  Life  of  Johiuon,  p.  IM. 

COERESPONDEXCE  IK  AMERICA. 

Bev.  AxTHONica  CuRTEKics,  oif  IIackessack,  to  the  Clasb" 
Amsterdam,  Xov,  5,  li'54. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts  in  Vol.  ssia  H^- 
Addressed  :  To  tbe  Very  Eteverend  Clasals  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren   In  Christ:   At  the  meeting  ot  tbi 
held  In  New  Tork  by  tbe  Dutcb  minlstera  and  eldeta,  In  the  montb  of  """ 

*Frt>babIy  elden  Coylei  and  BIcbards. 
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tbe  qneiUon  ma  roted  apon  to  request  the  rtrj  Be*.  STiiod  at  NoHb  BollaDd, 
Sontti  HoltBBil,  to  h&Te  tho  New  York  Coetne  organlwd  Into  ■  ClualB.  Bj  fat 
Tester  nnmtier  of  the  Auembl;  voted  for  &  Clanls  In  thli  eonntrj.  Bat  I, 
le,  un  Qot  In  faror  of  a  Ciaaali  over  here.    I  am  willing  to  give  tout  Beva.  cay 

tu  TSrr  Bev.  Synod  of  North  Holland,  or  ot  Sooth  Holland  shonld  graat  the 
St  to'  the  parpoae  of  holding  preparatory  and  flnal  eiamlnatloni  here,  the 
would  be  opened  (or  the  Introdnctlra  Into  onr  Church  of  Armtnlane  and  Inde- 
nt Preabyterluia.  For.  the  Academlei  In  thli  country  belong  either  to  the 
enOent  Presbyt«rlaB>,  or  to  the  Church  of  England.  In  New  York  luch  an 
:my  la  about  to  he  eatabllBhed.  A  Prolesaor  by  the  nune  of  Johnson  wai  at 
called.  He  la  known  even  amixig  the  Bngllih  to  be  an  Armlnlan.  An  Bngllab 
Imaater  living  In  my  place,  haa  alio  hlmwlf  told  me  that  fr<Hn  hli  wrlUnga, 
a  be  ihown  to  be  an  Armlnlan.   The  Dutch  are  beginning  to  get  their  eyea 

They  have  therefore  presmted  to  the  goremmeDt  of  the  country  a  petition, 
In  the  Academf,  aboot  to  be  eitabllshed  In  New  York,  they  may  have  a  Pro- 
-  of  Theology  of  their  own ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  will  be  guceeaaful. 

Bev.  Blra,  yon  can  eaally  draw  the  craclnslon  that,  it  the  very  Bev.  Synod 
d  permit  a  Claasia  to  be  formed  here,  peraoni  wbo  bad  atudled  ondet  auch 
aaon  wonld  present  tbemaelTea  to  that  Claaals  for  examination ;  and  Id  snch 
r  they  would  come  Into  oar  Church. 
rrlere*  me  alio  to  see  that  the  American  brethren,  who,  t?  ordination  ipromo- 

elther  In  Holland  or  In  this  country,  have  been  qualified  by  your  Revi:  a« 
tera  In  the  Dutch  Churches,  show,  for  the  most  part,  by  their  actlona  that 
think  a  great  deal  of  the  Presbyterians,  and  of  preftchlng  In  the  PreibyterUn 
he*   to  Bngllsb   congregations.    The  Bevs.   John   FrlellDghuyaen,   John   Lcydt, 

Ooetachlna,  B.  Yerbryck  and  D.  Marions  see  no  ob]ectlon  to  doing  this.  I 
■  do  not  understand  bow  theae  men  can  do  such  things.  By  their  algnatnrea 
are  bound  to  the  Form  of  Baptism,  while  the  Presbyterians  are  not  There- 
I  don't  know  wbat  they  do  when  a  child  la  preaented  far  Baptism.  I  could 
mora  fnatances  to  ahow  what  confusion  those  brethroi  make  In  the  Dateh 
:bea.   One  often  preaches  In  his  own  congregations  from  house  to  house.    Sev. 

Ooetachlna  doea  so.  This  year  be  crept  Into  Bev.  T.  Tan  der  LInde's  coDgre- 
Q  to  preach  and  administer  baptism  In  a  private  bouse.  I  could  mention  some 
things  about  him  Cbat  are  detrimental  to  onr  church.  Possibly  later  I  may  do 
should  there  be  occaalou  tor  It.  Another  allows  Bev.  Whltelleld  to  preach  In 
bnrcb,  as  I  heard  Bev.  John  Frlellughu]-Kn  had  done  In  his  lifetime.  A  third, 
Lcydt.  allowed  Rev.  Wbltefleld  to  preach  to  his  congregation  from  a  wagon 
e  the  church  door.  Bev.  Ooetachlus  haa  Invited  Bev.  Wbltefleld  to  preach  U 
ensack  alao,  and  he  Is  now  expected  here  any  day.  A  year  or  two  ago,  Bev. 
whlua  brought  a  drunken  Swiss  Into  hia  pulpit,  who  could  not  be  undentood. 
It  another  time  an  Englishman.  Bev.  John  Frlellnghnysen,  when  be  was  living, 
a  Curator  of  the  Preabyterlan  Academy  at  New  York,  [t]  Borne  time  ago  alao, 
.  he  came  to  preach  tor  Rev.  Gotscblns,  he  called  the  latter  Into  the  pulpit 
Ter  the  closing  prayer— which  Rev.  QoetHChlus  dld{!) 

loae  wishing  yanr  Bevs.  every  blessing,  not  only  upon  your  persons  and  famllleit 
ilro  upon  yonr  sacred  ministries.  I  remalo.  Very  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren. 

obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Anthonlut  Cnrtenlus,  T.  D.  U. 
:»ack. 
Nov.  I,  17B4. 

B.   The  enclosed  document  Is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  which  la  going  the 
da  of  all   the   Dntch   Chnrches   In   this   country.    Whether   the   c' 
ove  or  disapprove  of  It,  time  will  tell.* 

ait  Feb.  M,  ITH.    Received  May  »,  17K. 
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The  Disposition  of  the  Moneys  Raised  fob  the  College  hi  m 
City  of  New  Yokk.     Nov.  6,  1754. 

On  moHon  of  William  LlTlBgBtoii. 

" Betolvei,  KeiMne  conlrmUcenle,  That  this  Bouw  will  not  conanit  to  tnj  <» 
IloclUOD  of  mouers  ralwil  b;  way  at  lottery  for  ?rectlns  Bud  Mtabllahlng  a  CoOlft 
tor  the  edacaUiMi  ot  youtti.  or  any  part  tbereof,  In  any  otbar  maimer  vbitwant, 
tliBii  by  Act  or  Acta  of  the  I>p^B!atare  of  tbU  Calony.  bercafter  lo  tw  paaM  I* 
tbat  parpoae."    lUee  Act  of  Dec.  1.  ITCfl.) 

"  Mr.  LlTtDBitoD  Baked  for  leave  lo  brlQK  In  a  bill  for  tbe  eatabllahmeDt  and  toer 
poratlon  of  a  College  for  tbe  edocatloa  and  InatrncMoD  of  yoath  tn  tbe  llbcnl  m 
and  KleDcet." 

"  Ordered,  That  lea™  be  gCyen." 

Not.  a,  1754.   Tbe  bill  waB  prescDted  and  reail  tbe  flrat  tlDie. 

Not.  7.    Read  tbe  seeond   tliae.     (See  Nov.   Z«.) 

COBBESPONDBNOE  IN  AmEBICA. 

Kev.  Van  Sinderin  to  certain  parties,  Nov.  12,  1754. 

No.  VI. 
Worthy  Friends: — 

To  meet,  ns  far  as  possible,  your  Revs,  proposition  made  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  Stli  of  tbis  year,  concerning  the  presentation  of 
certain  Fundamental  Articles,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching,  wili 
the  blessing  of  God,  a  desirable  peace— a  thing  for  which  yon 
profess  to  be  longing,  as  we  do,  we  consider  the  following  to  the 
point : — 

In  the  first  place:  That,  as  you  propose,  we  ought  unitedly  to 
devise  means  for  talcing  out  of  court  the  dispute  about  which  we 
have  gone  to  law.  Without  this,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that 
peace  can  be  attained,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  much  less 
eni'oyed. 

Secondly:  That  in  the  next  place,  everything  be  amicaHj 
arranged,  each  forgiving  the  other,  even  as  God,  for  Christ's 
sake,  has  forgiven  iia.  Gal.  3  :32 ;  in  honor  preferring  one  another. 
Som.  12:10;  follow  peace  with  all  men  and  holiness,  withont  the 
doing  of  which,  no  one  shall  see  the  Lord,  Heb.  12:14.  Thiai" 
a  matter  which  every  one  possessing  an  immortal  soul  caM"' 
think  about  too  much. 

Thirdly:  And  finally,  after  everything  has  been  put  on  a  j[«" 
footing,  that  we  shall,  with  one  accord,  and  in  the  name  d  'i* 
Lord,  seek  to  obtain  another  minister.     We  want  one  who  ffiD  " 
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>f  aervice  to  us  and  to  God's  cause,  so  that  we  may  with  one  mind 
Lnd  one  mouth  glorify  God,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesas 
Jhrist,  Eom.  15:6. 

Let  the  time  paat  of  our  life  BufBce  to  have  wrought  the  will 
>f  the  (Jentiles — so  say  I  with  the  Apostle  Pet«r,  1  Peter  4 :  3. 

These,  then,  friends,  are  the  principal  Articles  which  we  con- 
lider  necessary,  and  which,  according  to  request,  we  present  to 
jrour  Bevs.  for  your  judgment.  But,  if  perchance  they  should 
Dot  be  satisfactory,  our  heart's  desire  is  that  you  may  improve 
them,  and,  with  us,  not  rest  until  the  fires  of  dissension,  which 
lias  been  burning  in  our  midst  so  long,  shall  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  be  graciously  quenched ;  and  instead,  a  desirable  peace,  with 
its  wholesome  fruit,  shall  be  enjoyed  among  us,  according  to  the 
333  Psalm. 

I  shall  await  a  favorable  answer  to  this  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
'ttmity.  Kesting  in  this  expectation  I  commend  you  all,  unitedly, 
lo  God  and  to  His  grace. 

Tour  Revs,  well-wishing  friend  and  servant, 

Ulp.  Tan  Sinderen,  Minister  of  the  Holy  Gospel 

in  Kings  County. 
TIatbuflh,  Nov.  12,  1754. 
Heading  of  the  letter. 

This  to  be  handed  to  Jeremyas  Van  der  Bilt,  Jan  Kouwen- 
hovo  and  Pieter  Wyokhof,  in  Sings  County  on  Long  I^and. 

Cobbespohdencb  ir  Ambsioa. 

Hder  Jeremyas  Van  der  Bilt  and  others,  to  Bev.  TJlpianus  Van 
Sinderin.     Nov.  18,  1754. 

No.  vn. 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  of  Kings  County  on  Long  Island,  make  answer  to  the 
letter  which  you  TJlpianus  Van  Sinderen,  handed  to  Jeremyas 
Van  der  Bilt,  Jan  Couwenhoven  and  Pieter  Wyckhof,  to  this 
Bfiect:  that  we  find  little  in  it  that  is  calculated  to  bring  about 
Peace.     Although  you.  Van  Sinderen,  have  cut  yourself  off  from 
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118  and  we  havo  nothiog  to  do  with  you,  nevertheleea,  if  yon  will 
now  allow  the  whole  of  that  old  quarrel  go,  which  is  now  in  tlie 
courts  of  law,  and  elsewhere,  and  will  promise  to  do  better,  ud 
make  peace,  not  with  the  mouth  biit  with  the  heart,  you  will  find 
us,  as  ever  has  lieen  the  case,  willing  to  do  so.  But  as  our  min- 
ister (Arondeiis)  is  now  gone,  we  are  willing,  as  soon  as  we  shill 
have  another,  to  come  to  an  agreement ;  and  to  receive  yon  agiin 
on  these  conditions — that  you  minister  to  us  according  to  Ctureli 
Order,  and  that  you  also  enter  on  your  duties  upon  a  new  call,  u 
the  record,  in  the  minutes  o£  the  Coetus,  provides  for.  That  new 
call  shall  contain  all  the  privileges  which  you  have  forfeited;  bnt 
as  regards  the  salary,  you  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  what  the 
people  are  willing  from  time  to  time  to  give  to  the  consistory  for 
you,  personally.  Van  Sinderen;  and  the  consistory  will  promise 
to  give  such  moneys  to  you ;  and  ^vith  such  arrangement  yon  mil 
have  to  he  satisfitd. 

On  our  part,  we  have  provided  one  hundred  and  seven  ponndi 
for  our  minister.  Now  as  you.  Van  Sinderen,  have  described 
your  adherents  as  the  stronger  in  numbers,  they  also  must  be  weD 
able  to  provide  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds.  Then  you,  too, 
will  have  your  full  amount.  But,  if  they  will  not  do  that,  yon 
will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  less,  as  intimated  above.  We  make 
our  promise  on  these  conditions:  that  Van  Sinderen,  with  hifl 
adherents,  accept  our  minister,  and  that  his  adherents  will  help 
our  people  in  paying  him  the  full  amount  of  his  call.  F^l^tlle^ 
more,  in  order  to  obtain  peace,  we  are  satisfied  to  retain  in  each 
village  two  elders  and  two  deacons,  and  let  the  rest  drop  out 
Then  there  can  be  chosen  from  Van  Sinderen's  party,  as  many  M 
we  now  have ;  and  that  consistory  must,  with  one  accord,  follow 
up  and  maintain  the  above  mentioned  Articles — they,  and  their 
successors  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  to  fill  their 
places. 

We  request  of  you,  Van  Sinderen,  an  early  answer  to  this.  Onr 
desire  is,  that  vou  will  consider  much  more  than  formerly  whit 
stands  written  in  2  Tim.  2 :19,  the  last  part,  "  Let  every  one  tiut 
name  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from  iniquity."     Then  we  mj 
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hope  to  be  on  a  better  road  to  obtain  peace,  and  to  live  together 
according  to  Faalm  133.     We  hope  that  Otod  may  give  ua  that 
grace. 

This  is  the  action  of  the  entire  consistory  of  Kings  County,  with 
a  view  to  arrive  at  a  state  of  peace. 

Nov.  18,  1754.     Received,  Nov,  25,  1754,  by  Jeremyas  Van  der 
Bilt,  (for  delivery.) 

Fbofosal  fob  as  U:!i8ECTABiAir  College. 

Hon.   Wm.  Livingston's  Bill  for  the  Establishment  and  Incoi^ 

poration  of  an  Unsectarian  College  in  New  York  by  Act  of 

Assembly  (in  contrast  of  a  College  by  Charter).    Nov.  26,  1754. 

(See  Nov.  6.) 

Tbe  Bin  )■  dated  Not.  2Stli,  ITM,  BDd  ma;  (m  fouad  la  foil  on  the  printed  loarnal 
of  the  Awembljr,  to),  il,  p.p.  Ui-as. 

"Aa  tbe  Bill,  entitled  'An  Act  lurthec  to  eatabllah  aod  Incorporate  a  College  witiilD 
thl«  CoIoD7  lor  the  educatlDQ  and  Inatmctlon  of  roath  In  tbe  liberal  arts  and 
■dencei,'  which  wbb  to  be  tbe  labject  of  tbis  day's  deliberation,  Is  of  the  ulmoBt  COD- 
MqucDce  to  the  people  we  have  tbe  honor  to  represent,  with  respect  both  to  their 
clTtl  and  religious  liberties ;  and  tbe  geaBon  of  the  year  being  so  far  advanced  ai 
not  to  admit  of  so  mucb  (Ime  as  n-111  be  neceHsary  to  consider  all  tbe  parts  ot  It 
witb  that  attention  Its  vast  Importance  requires ;  I  move  that  tbe  Committee  to 
whom  the  said  Bill  Is  referred,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  tbeteon.  tbat  th* 
fnTtber  conaldeistlon  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  meeting  ot  tbe  Honse,  sail 
that  the  said  Bill  be  ordered  Immediately  to  be  printed  and  published,  that  In  the 
ncAQtlme  ve  may  bsve  tbe  opportDnlty  of  knowing  the  general  sentiments  of  oat 
conatltTientB  on  this  great  and  Important  concern. 

Onterat.  That  tbe  Committee  to  wbom  tbe  said  Bill  li  referred,  be  discharged  from 
proceeding  thereon :  tbat  the  said  Bill  be  postponed  to  the  next  meeting  ot  tbU 
Honae,  and  tbat  In  the  meantime  It  be  printed. 

Orttrtd,  That  James  Parker,  public  printer  for  this  Colony,  prlot  tbe  said  Bill." 

(Abstract.) 

Tb«  Preamble  of  the  Bill  refers  to  an  Act  of  1762.  for  Testing  In  Trostees  tbe  tarn 
of  £t.«S,  raited  by  tottery,  for  a  College ;  that  tbe  Tmslees  were  to  pat  out  tbli 
noney  at  Interest,  and  receive  proposals  from  any  cities  or  coontles  which  ml^t 
dtalre  said  College. 

Alio  to  an  Act  of  1753.  directing  tbat  the  Treaanrer  of  tbe  Colony  from  money* 
Intred  from  the  duty  on  excise  (according  to  an  Act  o(  1713),  shoold  pay  annuftll; 
to  said  Trustees  (be  sum  of  £600  for  seven  years  (beginning  oa  Jan,  isE.  ITU),  tor 
ttae  salaries  ot  tbe  Masters  and  Ofllcers  of  said  College,  aod  tor  other  necessary  pnr- 
poaes,  provided  tbe  whole  expense  sboald  not  exceed  £600  per  year;  and  said  Tmstee* 
wtr«  to  flx  the  salaries  and  cost  of  tnltlon  and  account  to  tbe  Qovernor,  Council  and 

AIM  to  an  Act  of  Dec.  £T,  17G3.  for  raising  £l,m  by  lottery  for  said  College:  out  ot 
Which  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  tbe  whole  number  of  tortonate  tickets  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  Tmatees  for  said  College ; 

And  Blnca  tbe  said  sums  were  saOlclent  to  begin  said  College,  but  bad  not  been 
kpplted  tor  tbe  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  the  present  number  of  Trustees  with  ths 
pmnra  granted  them,  were  not  suflclent  for  founding  tald  College,  and  for  advanc- 
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lug  aitil  protcctlDS  the  mcana  of  edncstlon  Id  Uie  Mme,  knd  thenfor*  tb*  iarip 
of  tbs  Aaaemblj  bed  brtn  detar«A : 

And  BlDce  tbe  «BtabllBhm«iit  of  tbe  aald  College,  not  only  apon  Uie  mart  fli>  "i 
permBDeDt.  but  also  npoD  (be  moat  ample,  eiteoalre  and  caUuille  foonilatliia  wa 
neceaaarr  to  aecure  Ita  proapetltj'  aod  rendec  It  a  uulTeraal  bleaalng  to  tbe  pco^: 
and  tbeac  enda  woald  be  beal  attained  bj  an  Act  of  tbe  I>eclalatiire  foi  lard* 
•atabllablng  and  Incorporating  aald  College ;  therefore 

I.  "  Be  It  enacted  by  tbe  GoTernor,  Council  and  Aaaembly,  tbat  tbe  aald  Colkv* 
Bemloarj  of  teacblnR  {latended  to  be  erected  by  tbe  wcoud  of  tbe  aboTe  A«ta),  li 
berebjr  fully.  Mimpletely  and  ahaolutely  lualltuted.  erected  and  eatabllahed  a  PriiUe 
College  or  Semloarr.  for  tbe  regular  Inatructloo  and  Improvemetit  at  yoatb  ll  IM 
liberal  atta  and  aclencea,  and  to  coatlnue  sncb  forerer." 

II.  Thla  section  forbids  that  an;  sbatt  be  Traiteea  ea-Q/IMo, 

III.  Prorldea  tor  TwentT-tour  Tmateea. 

IV.  That  lo-and-Bo  ahall  be  mid  Tmatee* 

T.  Tbat  there  iball  be  one  Head  oi  Maater,  to  be  called  ttaa  PresldeBt,  tai  IW 
aball  be  raid  Prealdent. 

VI.  CoDstltatea  uld  Prealdent  and  latd  Trncteea  a  Corporation,  mtder  thCBaaatf 
"Tbe  Prealdent  and  Tmateei  of  the  FroTlnclal  College  of  New  York."  Ttc  (tfli 
•tc.,  etc.,  are  only  to  be  "  In  force  "  upon  tbe  conllrmatlon  o(  tAe  GoTCnior,  Oand 
and  Aaneiubl;.  The  Trasteea  may  not  grant  awaj  anf  part  of  tbe  eatale  of  tk* 
College,  without  tbe  coaseut  ot  the  Legtatature. 

Til.  About  tbe  Treaaurar. 

Tin.  Truateea  to  be  appointed  when  *acancle«  occar,  by  LegUlatlTe  Acta. 

IX.  Prealdent  and  Treaaurer  to  be  appointed  OQlj  b;  Act  of  LeglalAtiire. 
"And  whereas  should  the  OorpmmeDt  of  the  said  College  b«  pnt  In  tbe  bandi  or 

under  the  direcllon  of  any  religious  Beet  or  denomination  whatso«Ter  trithln  ilil» 
Colony,  it  would  not  only  enkindle  anlmoallies  amoaK  tbe  Inhabitants  of  itiii 
Colony,  but  also  be  roDtradlctory  to  Ihe  Inie  Inleut  and  meaning  of  the  LesUlinm 
of  tbla  Colony.  In  raising  and  provlillng  tbe  serersl  Bums  ibore  mentiaoed  for  Ibt 
use  of  tbe  said  College:  In  order,  therefore,  to  give  ■■  great  enmangeQient  ■> 
possible  to  all  maoncr  ot  petsona,  of  every  Protestant  denomination  whatBoerer.  to 
afford  tbeir  children  an  education  In  xaid  CDllege;  and  hIeo  In  order  tbat  do  retlglom 
teat  should  ever  prevnil  Id  sold  College;  and  (hat  all  Protestaota  wbalerer  In  nil 
College,  aa  well  officers  and  teachers  as  atadcnts,  may  enjoy  equal  prlvllegM  In 
religious  matters  witbont  any  maaner  of  discrlmlnslion,  and  that  tbe  Inlent  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  tbla  Province  may  be  Ibe  better  answered;" 

X.  -'lie  It  lurtber  enacted  by  tbe  authority  aforesaid,  tbat  no  particular  rellflou 
profesBlon,  Church  or  denomloHtlon  wbatever.  shall  be  eetabllahed  Id  the  said  Col- 
lege: end  that  all  and  every  person  or  peraons  whatsoever,  of  any  PnitestsDt 
denomiuatiDD  whatsoever  ",~lf  of  proper  ablllly  may  occnpy  and  hold  any  oOec  li 
aald  Lkillege,  and  thai  there  aball  be  no  rellgloas  test  wbatever  among  PtoteataDti. 

XI.  Forbldi  aoy  efforts  to  proselyte  pupils  from  one  aect  to  another:  bat  tbt 
Trustees  may  make  such  by-laws  aa  shall  require  studeuta  to  attend  public  wottUp 
at  sncb  places  as  tbey  prefer. 

XII.  No  system  of  Divinity  shall  be  publicly  taught  In  said  College;  no  PnftMWi 
of  UlTlnity  shall  ever  be  appointed:  nor  ahull  tbe  President  or  Tutora  read  lectans 
on  Divinity;  but  every  one  shall  be  left  to  pursue  his  own  method  ot  atndylBg  ibe 

Provided  always  that  the  Rector,  etc.,  of  tbe  English  Church  of  tbe  city  M.' 
appoint  one  Professor  of  DIvlnlly,  and  tbat  the  Dntcb  Church  of  tbe  dly  mtj 
appoint  one  ProfesBor  of  Dlvlnlly,  for  privately  IndtractlDg  the  youth  of  Ibtti 
reapcctlre  churches  In  the  doctrine  ot  their  said  chntcbea;  to  be  paid  by  each  ot 
Ihem  out  of  the  Treasury  of  said  College. 

Xtri.  All  officers  of  said  College  (eiceptlng  Qaabera)  aball  aubacribe  the  oatk  st 
allegiance  and  the  other  State  oatba;  and  also  tbe  following  oath:  (the  puipoit  •( 
this  oath  la  tbat  they  will  faithfully  discharge  tbelr  teapectlve  dutlea).  BntQntan 
shall  take  the  aOlmiatlon  according  to  tbe  form  provided  Id  11S4. 

XXVII.  Tbe  College  caD  confer  tbe  degree  of  A.  B.  and  A.   li..  bat  no  otktf 

XXXI.  That  Divine  worship  be  performed  every  morning  and  evening  Id  tttt  *'' 
College  by  tbe  President  ot  <nt<  of  the  Tutors ;  and  that.  In  otdec  themW  ^      , 
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Piealdent  uid  TnuteeB  oC  Mid  College  shall  draw  up  snd  compoae  Bncb  a  (onnnlHry 
for  th«  smid  momlDK  anil  evenlDg  kervlce  aa  ahatl  be  leaaC  eiceptloaable  to  tbe  aev- 
«ial  deaomlDstlons  ot  Cbrtatlaaa  in  tbla  Province,  and  ahall  report  the  aame  to  Ibe 
OoTemor,  CooDCll  and  Aaaemblr  for  amendment  and  conOrmatlOD. 

Tben  are  XLII  aectlona  In  all,  bnt  the  othera  relate  to  matten  of  deUll.  Se« 
OsnolH'*  JToimhU,  tm  ad.  ISIS,  U;  ilh  ed.  IMt,  lOT. 

Cheist's  CffDEOH ;  Otstee  Bat.     Deo.  5,  1754. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Prime  makes  tbe  followlDg  itatcment,  relative  to  tbla  Chncch  (Hiat. 
L.  lalud,  p.  MS.) 

"An  Bplacopal  Chnrcb  n'aa  erected  here  b;  tbe  availB  ot  a  lotterr  gnnt«d  tor 
that  porpoae  by  the  Colonial  Leglslatare.  November  «h  17H." 

The  Bill  Introduced  for  tbe  above  pncpoae,  passed  botb  bnDches  of  the  Provlaclat 
LeslalatQre  December  G,  17&4  bat  did  oat  receive  tbe  asseot  of  tbe  Eiecotlve.  Tbe 
orlglDal  la  on  Pie  In  tbe  Secretatr'a  office,  bat  la  not  algned  bj  U,  Oov.  Delancey 
«bo  tben  admlalstered  tbe  gOTetament.  and,  therefore,  fulled  to  become  a  law.  It 
moacqaentlr  baa  no  place  among  the  acts  ennmerated  at  the  Close  of  the  SessloD 
as  havlQK  "passed, "  nor  Is  It  printed  among  tbe  Slatatea.  See  Aaaemb.  Journal  II. 
me  et  «eq.  431,  Also  Council  Mia.  iilv.  lEO.  Parker  t  Qalnes'  Laws  of  New  York, 
p.  a  <foT  Acts  passed  1754;)  also  Van  Schaack'a  Ditto,  p.  SM. 

-Doc.  Hist.  N.  y.  Vol.  HI.  p.  ISS, 

Colonial  Laws  of  New  York. 

Chapter  968.     Dec.  7,  1754. 

This  is  also  a  verbatim  repetition  of  the  Act  of  July  4,  1753, 

for  raising  moneys  by  lottery,  for  tha  erection  of  a  College  in 

New  York.     See  July  4,  1753;  also  Dec.  1,  1753;  and  May  1, 

1754. 

ThB   ChAKTEK  AMD  THE    ChOECH-CoLLEOE, 

William  Livingston  to  Rev.  Noah  Welles.     Dec  7,  1754. 
Dear  8ir:- 

We  have  at  tengtb  with  great  trouble  got  Ur.  Oalne  to  enter  Into  an  agreement 
with  na  to  allot  ns  tbe  Brit  part  of  his  newspaper  for  tbe  pabllcatlon  ol  our 
tbonghta,  which  we  do  under  the  name  of  the  "watch  towbr".*  As  this  paper 
wUl  be  a  kind  of  medium  between  tbe  Reflector  and  the  Spectators,  which  rou  tell 
me  ;oa  would  be  will  log  to  asilat  In,  I  should  be  extremely  glad  If  you  woo  Id  bear 
s  p«rt  In  the  compositions.  We  propose.  Indeed,  to  write  chiefly  opon  politics,  and 
to  open  tbe  eyes  of  this  province  respecting  many  meaanres.  tbe  coneenlment  of 
which  la  the  only  thing  that  keeps  them  from  being  defeated.  But  as  our  acbeme  la 
very  comprebensive,  we  shall  have  no  objections  against  now  and  then  pabtlahlng 
a  paper  merely  speculative,  though  the  greater  tbe  turn  which  cao  be  given  to  It 
to  ault  our  circumstances,  Ihe  better  It  will  be  relished  by  Ibe  public.  Tbe  affair 
of  the  college  Is  not  yet  settled.  Tbe  governor  has  passed  a  charter  tor  a  churcb- 
eotlege.  and  the  Assembly  voted  to  pdnl  a  bill,  wblcb  was  bronght  In  by  my 
brotber.  for  a  free  one,  bnt  wbether  It  will  pass  Ihe  Bouse  we  know  not.  At  the 
beglnntng  of  the  Besilon  we  had  a  majority,  bat  as  tbe  governor  interests  himself 
warmly  in  the  matter  to  support  his  charter,  some  of  our  party  began  to  flag,  for 
whieb  reason  we  thoDgbt  it  most  proper  not  to  run  tbe  risk  of  a  vote,  but  to  lake 
It  tma  the  committee,  with  a  resolve  to  have  It  printed,  hoping  that  tbe  public,  by 
g  the  charter  with  tbe  bill,  will  give  Ibe  preference  to  the  tatter.  80  that 
0  Improve  the  time  between  this  and  the  next  sesiion,  to  keep  the 
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province  warm  In  so  momentous  an  affair.    The  Dntch  begin  to  aee,  ajid  tbe  deaipi 

of  our  adTersarles  give  a  more  general  umbrage  than  ever. 

As  almost  all  the  authors  of  the  Watch  Tower  are  men  of  boaineas,  I  hope  JN 

will  not  refuse  us  your  assistance,  for  we  would  by  no  means  suffer  a  week  to  dip 

without  something,  though  we  could  not  always  furnish  a  {wper  on  oar  pnbllc  eoo- 

troversies.    For  if  we  once  drop  It.  it  may  be  difDcult  to  get  the  printer  In  the  aiM 

humour.    He  Is  a  fickle  fellow,  and  easily  intimidated  by  onr  opponents.    Howe?ei; 

we  have  entered  Into  articles  of  agreement,  in  writing,  which  we  hope  he  will  not 

break  through.    I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc. 

William  Llvingstoa. 

— Sedgewick's  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,  pp.  104-k 


Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dec  1754. 

(This  letter  is  contradictory  to  the  views  expressed  by  Ritzema, 
about  ordinations  in  America,  in  his  letter  of  Oct  17,  1754, 
which  were  unknown  to  this  writer.  It  is  a  manifest  forgery. 
Ritzema  subsequently  disclaimed  any  knowledge  of  it  The 
School-teacher  Van  der  Sman  was  the  author.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts  in  VoL  xxiiL  417. 

Addressed:    Very  Reyerend,  very  Learned,  Godly  Sirs,  tbe  Reyerend  Ministers  and 

Eiders,  constituting  the  very  Reverend  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Very  Reverend  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  very  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

I  never  thought  that  I  would  set  my  pen  to  paper  in  reference  to  this  bosinefl. 
I  do  so  now,  however,  partly  because  I  am  aware  of  your  Revs,  writing  to  the 
Coetus  of  New  York,  and  partly  because  I  myself  am  against  ordaining  (promoting) 
men  to  the  ministry  in  this  country.  Of  this  I  have  recently  griven  the  strongest 
proof  in  the  letter  of  our  consistory  to  the  very  Rev.  Classis  which  I  signed  my«elf 
as  president.    But  circumstances  alter  cases,  as  in  this  business  they  do  here. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  to  your  Revs,  the  name  of  Adrlanus  Van  der 
Swan,  who  in  the  year  1751,  came  over  to  us  from  Amsterdam  with  honorable  testi- 
monials, and  who  was  appointed  by  our  Consistory  as  Catechlzer  and  Visitor  of  tbe 
Sick.  He  is  a  person  who  cannot  be  unknown  to  tbe  Consistory  of  Amsterdam.  He 
was  examined  by  you  in  1729,  and  appointed  to  teach  in  the  "Fundamentals  of 
Religion  ",  as  the  testimonial  of  March  3rd  sutDciently  shows.  While  still  with  tlie 
Classis,  he  was  twice  examined  and  sent  as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  to  the  East  Indiet. 
in  the  year  1732  and  173G.  I  further  call  your  attention  to  his  own  addresses  dellr- 
ered  before  two  of  your  Revs,  highly  respocte*!  members.  To  those  membera  be 
is  particularly  well  known,  and  to  them  he  has  explained  his  object. 

Inasmuch  then,  as  this  Adrlanus  Van  der  Swan,  during  his  stay  among  us,  bti 
shown  himself  diligent  and  exemplary  In  the  service  entrusted  to  him;  and,  to  tlie 
great  satisfaction  of  our  church,  has  given  every  evidence  of  orthodoxy  in  bii 
teaching  and  of  edifying  conduct,  and  Inasmuch  as  he  now  feels  himself  moved  by 
an  earnest  desire  to  be  promoted  to  the  sacred  ministry,  so  as  to  employ  his  talenti 
to  greater  and  more  general  usefulness;  therefore,  through  myself  and  several  other 
ministers,  particularly  the  Messrs.  Erlckson  and  Curtenius,  who  have  given  tbeir 
consent  in  writing,  as  they  could  not  very  well  be  present  in  the  winter  season  to 
sign  their  names,  he  now  seeks  to  gain  this  his  object  from  your  Revs,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  He  requests  that  certain  miuisters  here,  who  obtained  their  qoall- 
flcation  in  Holland,  should  have  the  necessary  authority  transmitted  to  them  to 
ordain  him;  but  if  your  Revs,  should  not  find  it  advisable  to  do  this  by  themselTeii 
your  Revs,  might  see  whether  it  could  not  be  done  by  communication  with,  aod  by 
consent  of,  the  Rev.  Synod. 
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Wbat  make*  at  to  bold  to  make  such  a  regueet  In  this  caw,  la  chiefly  tblB: 

(1)  Thia  man  la  already  aloag  In  jears,  cesrl;  &tXj.  He  bai  a  vlfe.  Once  aoil 
■Kali  be  has  crosaed  the  Deem,  lint  his  boIds  acroHB  again,  oaljr  to  be  examined 
•eeiDB  hardly  advisable. 

(2)  It  wonld  have  (o  be  at  his  own  expense,  too.  without  any  prospect  ot  loileiniit- 
ficatiou;  so  there  would  be  a  lore  of  both  time  anil  money, 

(1)  Tbe  cbutTitieB  and  mlnlslera  here  are  la  a  condition  which  requires  a  candidate 
for  sudden  and  nneipected  emergencies;  and  If  he  can  remnlu  among  ns  In  that 
capacity,  he  can  be  of  more  use  and  get  more  good  for  hlmsell. 

W  Bealdee,  [here  la  no  lack  of  Tacai,!  churches.  These  have  neither  tbe  ability 
nor  the  resolnUon,  and  possibly  never  will  have,  to  send  (or  a  minister  from  tho 
Fatherland:  but  In  this  way,  they  mlgbt  hereafter  become  QouTlahlne  churches. 

(6)  I/et  me  also  add  Ibis.  This  peisan,  though  Dot  familiar  with  the  learned  lan- 
guagea,  la,  ceverlheless,  well-grounded  In  the  orthodox  coneeptlana  of  tbe  pure 
tratb,  and  knows  bow  to  refute  ertoneona  opinions.  This  be  cud  do  with  modem 
errors,  atso,  and  wllb  s  eareful  regard  for  tboee  who  bavc  little  knowledge!  and 
this,  often  with  more  marked  success  Chan  scholars. 

The  requeat.  In  this  form,  I  now  lay  npon  your  Kevs.  table.  I  hope,  yea,  Indeed, 
I  earnestly  dealre  and  prny  that,  according  to  your  Itcva.  wisdom  and  prudence.  It 
may  be  granted,  to  the  glory  of  Jehocab.  and  for  tbe  further  extension.  In  these 
refloDB,  of  the  Kingdom  ot  Jesus  Cbrlst.  In  our  own  Uolber-tonguc. 

With  mach  reapcct,  nnd  wishing  every  conceivable  blessing  upon  your  Beva,'  per- 
sons, families,  as  well  as  upon  the  weighty  work  of  your  ministry,  I  sign  myself. 
Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fatbera  and  Brethren, 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Joan.  Rltzema,  V.  D.  M. 
New  York,  December.  1751. 
Becelved,  May  Z4.  1TE5.    No.  »3. 

ISee  Letter  of  Classls  to  BltEema,  ot  July  11.  ITSS.] 

ACTB  OF  THE  ClASSIB  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

The  ClasBia  of  AiuBterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Jan.  14, 
1755. 
To  the  CoetuB  of  New  York. 
Very  Reverend  Sire  and  Much  Respected  Brethren : — 

Since  our  last  of  the  6th  of  May,  1754,  we  have  received  your 
honored  letter  of  the  19th  of  Septemher,  (1754). 

Inasmuch  as  your  Revs,  give  us  reason  to  hope  that  the  matter 
of  calling  Rev.  (Thomas)  Romein  will  yet  come  to  a  desirable  end 
— an  end  which  we  heartily  wish ;  for  we,  dejected  and  distressed 
in  bearing  of  all  your  dbcorda,  and  in  noticing  that  your  Revs, 
have  postponed  Bending  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus  until  spring: 
therefore  we  too,  will  put  oflF  making  any  remarks  which  we  may 
want  to  make,  until  we  shall  have  received  further  information 
from  yon.  We  recommend  that,  in  the  meantime,  everything 
possible  be  done  to  promote  edification,  good  order  and  harmony. 
The  death  of  Rev.  John  Frielinghuysen  causes  us  to  mourn  and 
gives  Ha  pain.     It  is  our  wish  that  that  breach  may  soon  be  healed ; 
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and  that  it  may  please  the  Lord  to  enable  those  who  yet  nmiin, 

to  watch  and  pray,  and  be  faithful  until  the  coming  of  our  Safioi. 

Accompanying  this  ia  the  copy  of  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of 

North  Holland  which  was  held  last  year,  1754,  at  Amsterdira, 

sent  to  serve  in  maintaining  our  fraternal  correspondence.    Ve 

have  the  honor,  with  unceasing  love,  to  subscribe  ourselvee,  Ber. 

Sirs,  and  much  respected  Brethren,  Tour  Revs,  Very  Obedioit 

servants.     In  the  name  of  the  entire  Classis  of  AmBterdam, 

Job.  Alb,  Van  Muyden,  Rev.  Classis  of  Amst 

Dep.  b.  t.  Praeseg. 
W.  Peiffer,  Rev.  CI.  of  Amst  Dep.  h.  t.  Scribe. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly,  , 

Jan.  14,  1755. 

Chuboh    of  New    York   Resolves   to   Caxj.   a    Chdbistx>, 
sohooluastbs,  etc. 

New  York,  Jan.  27,  1755. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Resolved,  1st  To  call  a  chorister  and  school-master  for  the 
old  church  from  Amsterdam  or  elsewhere  in  Holland,  upon 
articles  stating  what  he  will  have  to  do,  and  what  the  church  wiD 
pay  him.  Tfie  Classis  is  requested  to  prepare  a  letter  upon  this 
matter  to  Mr.  Jan  Dreves,  N.  N.  Schoute  in  Amsterdam,  and 
Christian  Eording  in  Ooatsane,  and  which  is  to  be  submitted  t* 
the  consistory  for  approval  at  the  first  opportunity. 

2,  To  say  to  Mr.  Daniel  Eratt  that  he  must  provide  himself  vith 
another  dwelling,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the  expected  school- 
master.    This  order  having  been  given,  was  executed. 

3,  To  offer  domine  Boel's  house  for  sale.  This,  Mr.  Theodorns 
Van  Wyck,  Mr.  R.  Ray  and  Mr.  P.  Keteltas  are  to  manage;  7M 
they  must  not  sell  for  less  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

4,  To  divide  the  city  into  six  districts.  In  these  the  mx  elden 
with  the  six  deacons  shall,  as  the  season  vriU  permit  with  the 
lengthening  of  the  days,  go  round  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  the 
subscriptions  for  the  support  of  the  minister.  A  new  list  ahiH 
be  made  at  the  same  time  for  the  catecbist. 
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5.  That  Aaltje  Hoist,  who  is  already  supported  by  the  deacons, 
shall  be  boarded  out  with  suitable  persona  and  so  be  removed  from 
her  children. 

6.  Each  member  of  the  consistoiy  shall  be  bound  to  appear  in 
the  consistory  chamber,  when  duly  notified,  and  within  fifteen 
minutes  of  the  time  specified  in  the  notice,  under  penalty  of  six 
pence ;  if  a  half  hour  late,  of  a  shilling,  if  absent  altogether,  of 
a  shLlling  and  a  half,  the  time  to  be  reckoned  by  the  church  dock. 
None  are  to  be  excused  unless  they  can  give  sufficient  reasons,  of 
which  the  consistory  shall  judge. 

This  done  in  our  consistory.     Signed  la  the  name  of  all, 

Joan  Ritzema,  President. 

Sfsoiubn  of  onb  of  the  Astioles  sttlsd  "  Ths  Watch 
Towiai"  ra  thb  New  York  Mebcdky,  Febbua£Y  6,  1755. 
[See  Dbo.  7,  1754.] 

As  I  iat  tbe  otber  evening  smoUiig  mj  pipe,  xni  rumlnstln(  In  the  elbaif.cbftlr 
m  what  would  probably  be  tbe  Bitnatlcoi  of  tbli  province  about  twenty  jeara  hence, 
dioDld  a  certain  lacUoD  succeed  in  tbeir  meditated  encroachmeiila  on  oar  liberties, 
I  fell  Into  a  kind  of  methodical  dream,  which  disposed  all  m;  contemplatlona  Into 
the  followlnK  vision.  Metbonsht  I  saw  one  of  the  printer's  bajK  entering  m;  room 
and  delivering  me  a  newapapec,  the  reading  of  which  made  so  strong  an  Impression 
opon  m;  mind,  that  1  question  whether  1  bave  forgot  a  single  article  of  It 
•nd  as  nearly  aa  I  can  recollect  tt  rui  tbua. 


The  New  York  Journal,  No.  15,  published  by  Authority.     Qth 
February,  1775. 

Extract  at  a  lettet  from  a  clergyman  In  the  county  of  Albany  to  Ma  grace  the 
Bishop  of  New  York  ;— I  make  no  doubt  but  by  the  blessing  of  Qod,  and  your  lord- 
dilp's  rigorous  measares,  we  shall  reduce  this  obstinate  colony  to  tbe  obedience  of 
the  church.  They  are  a  stubborn,  contumacious  generation,  and  naturally  sverae  to 
prelacy.    Hence  the  business  of  the  tithes  goes  much  against  tbe  grain 

Extract  from  tbe  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  In  their  last 
session:— The  speaker  left  the  chair,  and  allended  bis  excellency  with  the  House: 
•nd  being  returned,  be  resomed  the  choir  and  reported  Id  the  House,  that  his  eicel- 
ksey  In  the  presence  of  the  Council  and  the  members  of  the  House,  had  been  pleased 
to  ■!*«  his  assent  lo  four  acts  passed  tbls  session ;  tbe  titles  whereof  are  as  follows : 

agallut  reading  Catvanlstlcal  and  other  heretical  books. — An  act  to  disable  all  dis- 
senters from  Bitting  In  tbe  General  Assembly 

Tfsttrday  the  Dutch  performed  Divine  worship  for  the  last  Ume,  In  the  new 
Datcb  chnrcli,  the  whole  congregation  consisting  of  about  ISO  adnlta  It  Is  said  that 
DootlDe  Van  Haaren,  tbe  minister,  parttcnlarl;  bewailed  tbe  rola  of  that  once 
floorlaUng  congregaUmi,  and  reminded  them  of  their  folly  In  bavlng  so  long  been 
Mndcd  by  their  enemies,  after  such  repeated  wamlugs  of  their  artful  designs^  of 
lAlcli,  and  some  othac  unwarraatabla  llbertlea,  it  is  said  tbe  guTemment  trill  take 
Hlinbla  notice. 
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On  Wedneadar  lut,  the  B«T««iid  Ur.  LAmbertns  V&n  Schcnklc,  Doteh  |lr(ft— 
at  dlTlaltl  in  tbe  colI«g?  of  N«w  York,  wa>  d«poMd  from  bli  vOtt  tat  vjlif  K 
one  of  bin  lectured,  ■'Th«t  Cbrlst  Is  Ibe  anprpnm  b<a<I  of  the  ChrlBaan  ekud": 
and  In  order  to  preTpot  tbe  like  bereaj  tor  tbe  tatare.  the  gaveman  at  OamU 
college  bave  pkued  a  rpaolTC  that  nooe  bat  an  Gplacopallan  be  for  tlie  tntali  |» 
mot«d  to  the  Mid  profeuorablp 

— 8«dEewlck'B  lltt  of  Wm.   Uviagwtou,   vt-  1** 
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Church  of  New  York. 
The  Church  o£  New  York  to  certain  gentlemen  in  AmsterduL 

Feb.  17,  1755. 
Esteemed  Sira, 

Messrs  Jan  Drevea,  cashier,  N.  N.  Schoute,  precentor  of  tin 
South  Church  in  Amsterdam,  and  Mr.  Christian  Bording  il 
Oostsaane : — 

The  consistory  of  the  Low  Dutch  congregation  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  encouraged  by  tbe  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Cornelius  Clopper,  Jr.,  as  one  acquainted  with  you,  takes  tte 
liberty  to  send  this  their  request  to  you,  as  one  able  and  disposed 
to  help  them. 

Our  congregation,  having  long  lacked  a  suitable  school-insstei 
and  chorister,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  youth  as  well  si  of 
worship,  has  finally  resolved  to  incur  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
sending  for  one  to  Holland,  To  this  end  we  seek  your  aid,  ^e 
offer  such  compensation  as  almost  doubles  what  anyone  in  to 
service  has  ever  before  enjoyed.  This  is  strong  evidence  of  oiff 
desire  for  a  worthy  person,  who  will  fulfill  their  expectations- 
Thus  wonld  we  also  enable  him  to  render  service  satisfactory  to 
himself. 

The  qualifications  demanded  in  such  a  person  are, 

1.  That  he  be  a  man  suited  fur  a  chorister  and  school-nuiitfii 
one  who  understands  the  art  of  singing,  has  a  voice  to  be  heii^ 
and  gifts  to  instruct  others  in  the  art,  and  who  is  a  good  readei^ 
writer,  and  cypherer. 

2.  That  he  is  of  the  Keformed  faitih,  a  member  of  the  cbmdi) 
of  Christian  deportment,  and  able  to  give  evidence  titereoC. 
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3.  That  he  be,  whether  married  or  uumarried,  not  under  twenty 
five,  nor  above  thirty-five  years  of  age. 

The  enioiuiiicnts  onercJ  to  suc-h  a  person,  so  long  as  he  is  fit  for 
service  in  school  and  church,  and  is  of  edifying  deportment,  are 

1.  A  free  dwelling-house,  a  new  and  commodious  one,  standing 
directly  opposite  our  Old  Church.  In  thia  he  is  to  serve  as  chor- 
ister, not  only  twioe  and  sometimes  three  times  on  the  Lord's  day, 
bat  also  every  Wednesday.  In  this  house,  besides  the  large  school 
room  there  is  a  small  parlor,  a  large  kitchen,  two  chambers  above, 
a  cellar  under  the  house,  and  behind  the  house  a  fine  kit<;hen 
garden,  a  well  with  a  pump,  and  many  other  conveniences.  This 
louse  would  bring  an  annual  rent  of  twenty  pounds,  New  York 
currency.  And  since  the  sums  mentioned  are  in  New  York  cur- 
Macy,  we  deem  it  necessary  to  state  that  one  pound  New  York 
currency  is  a  little  iQore  than  six  guilders  and  twelve  stivers. 
(12.50.) 

2.  For  leading  the  singing  at  the  times  before  stated,  annually, 
^fteen  pounds. 

3.  The  master  is  bound  to  instruct  twenty  poor  children  in 
**ading,  writing,  and  cyphering.  For  this  he  shall  receive  twenty 
'Onr  pounds  yearly,  whether  there  be  so  many  children  or  not. 

4.  Fire  wood  for  these  children,  six  pounds  yearly. 

5.  For  neatly  keeping  the  church  books  of  receipts  and  ex- 
*enditures,  eight  pounds. 

6.  For  entering  baptisms  in  the  Ghurch-Kegister.  This  cannot 
•«  exactly  stated,  but  will  average  at  least  seven  pounds. 

7.  Besides  these,  an  annual  salary  of  twenty  pounds.  Upon 
tis  the  school-master  coming  over  may  count  with  certainty.  To 
bis  may  be  added,  that  the  school  is  open  for  the  children  of  all 
be  citizens.  From  those  who  learn,  whether  reading  alone,  or 
Writing,  singing  or  cyphering,  a  considerable  sum  may  be  ex- 
■ected,  as  there  ia  no  other  suitable  school  of  the  Holland  Dutch 
a  the  city.  The  master  therefore  may  confidently  expect  that 
'ith  zeal  and  industry,  his  income  will  increase  to  tlie  extent  of 
t  least  forty  pounds  more.  Finally  to  omit  nothing  to  attain 
t»ia  pions  object  since  the  person  coming  must  be  at  some  expense. 
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the  consistory  promise,  on  his  arrival,  to  pav  bim  on  tliis  acoonn 
iif  teen  pounds.  Now  if  you  are  pleased  to  execute  this  work  for 
us  w-ith  speed,  so  that  the  person  may  coine  over  with  CapL  JiAi 
Ketelta^,  a  great  service  will  he  rendered  to  ua  and  our  cbmc^ 
and  we  shall  feel  ourselves  bound  to  acknowledge  it  gratefully. 

We  subscribe  nurselvea,  with  prayer  for  the  Lord's  blesaiif 
upon  your  persons  aud  families, 

Your  servants.  The  consistory  of  New  York. 

In  the  name  etc, 

J.  Uitzemi. 
New  York,  Feb.  17,  175S. 

N.  B.  The  consistory  includes  under  the  title  of  chorister,  4( 
office  of  Clerk  also;  that  is,  the  scliool-master,  in  case  of  th 
absence  or  sickness  of  the  minister,  since  we  are  not  here  proviW 
with  candidates,  must  read  a  sermon  for  the  edification  of  the  oca- 
grej^tion. 

P.  S.  The  consistory  also  request  that  Capt  Jno.  Ketdtas  imj 
be  consulted  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  person  you  select. 

COBEESPOXDENCE  KKOM  AllEKICA, 

Rev.  Anthoiiius  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  Feb.  M, 
1755. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

To  tbe  Eev.  Cluala  of  AmBterdun  at  Amaterdun. 
Domlne  Anlbanlus  Curlpnlua  wlahea  Ihr  verr  Bct,  F&thera  kDd  Brelhrei  tt  At 

About  tbe  last  ol  NoTemtier.  or  tbe  flrat  of  December,  17H.  If  I  remembn  tl|Ml> 

I  H<>u(  y li'tter.  liir»rLui[ii:  your  I:.-vh.  .>f  the  r»<.'i.  that  ut  n  inoeMiiR  ot  tbe  roct* 

held  In  Septfmber  17H  at  New  York,  It  was  resolTed.  that  the  Terr  Eer.  Bfelt^ 
North  and  South  IlallaDd  be  requested  to  orstmlie  the  New  Tort  Cottu  W 
ClaaalB.  I  sent  ;our  Revt.  also  a  copr  of  (h<-  original  paper,  which  ba>  f*'  ^ 
rounds  of  all  the  Dotch  churches  In  this  country.  I  gave  m;  reaiona  also  fw  OH 
Ide  that  It  would  Dot  be  good  (or  our  Dutch  cbarcbes  here  to  hate  a  Clasri*.  Ul 
did  not  know  whether  tbe  letter  ever  came  iDto  j-oor  hands,  to  make  snie.  I  M^ 
■Dother  cop;  of  ibat  letter,  and  now  enclose  tbe  same. 

But,  as  tbe  stfalrs  nf  our  Dutch  churches  biTe,  since  my  last  writbif,  ttf* 
another  turn  again,  1  clo  not  eiactlf  know  whether  m;  commaDlcatloil  vll)  erac** 
before  the  Sj-nod  of  North  or  South  irollflod.  For,  In  the  month  Of  lanmrT,  1* 
Rev.  Tbeociorus  Frlellnfibusisen  came  down  [from  Albany]  with  a  doenmMt  «»l* 
he  blmaelf  had  prepareO,  Whether  Rev.  Goetaclilul  »l»o  had  a  hand  In  tbl^  1*1" 
Know.  Aujhow,  In  that  document.  Rev.  Frlellnirtnijaen  makea  ■  certain  mats'  * 
tbe  Bev.  Synod.  He  urges  tbe  Synod  with  several  reaaooB.  not  only  to  alls*  ■ 
CIbssIb  In  this  country,  but  sleo  a  Collede.  [High  School].  On  Jan.  »,  IS.  * 
preached  tor  Rev.  Goetschlus  at  Hackensack.  and  In  hla  aermon.  ht  showed  hrtHr 
bow  neccBsBry  It  was  for  our  Dutch  Church  to  hare  Id  thia  country  not  Mil  ■ 
Cliasls,  but  alBO  a  ColleGe,  \B.\^  %<:\iQtii\.   Atter  he  flnlahed  his  swmoa.  te  ■«' 
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Ua  docDment  to  the  con(Tesatloa.  The  mlnlatere  and  the  ciHiatetotlea  who  bad 
already  rigned  that  paper  were  Ber.  SchDnemaD,  with  hli  ConiiBtor; ;  Ber.  Manclaa. 
who  alcned  hla  name  for  a  College,  tHiEh  School]  onlT ;  the  conatatorlea  of  tb«  three 
thnrehea  which  ar«  mlnlalered  to  by  Kev.  VroomBii.  who  la  DOW  at  Scheoectadr ; 
Bat.  Verbrrck,  with  hla  CoualgtorT ;  Ser.  OoetKhlUH  and  HCT.  MarlnuH.  Theae,  with 
their  eoaalatorlea,  had  alreedj  ilgued  the  petition  on  [or  belore]  the  S>th  of  Januarr. 
la  ancb  a  waj,  Bev.  Theodore  Frlellnghuraen  la  baiT,  getting  additional  slgnatarea 
to  the  petition,  from  Dutch  bilnlatera  and  cooalatorlea.  At  Hackenaach.  be  aaid  that. 
It  the  mlniBtera  and  eldera  would  commlaalon  him  to  go  with  that  document  to 
Bolland,  he  waa  read;  to  accept  the  appointment.  I  asked  him  whj  the  Conalstorr 
at  AlbaDj  had  not  jet  signed  It.  1  alio  aatd,  that  the  consistories  which  had  signed 
It  did,  indeed,  thereby  sliow  that  thej  were  In  favor  of  a  College,  [High  School). 
but  that  I  had  not  Dottced  In  the  docament,  that  Ihej  had  snbecrlbed  an;  money 
toward  the  balldlng  of  It.  He  replied  that  that  would  come  out  all  right  later  on. 
In  presence  of  three  nltneaaea.  1  alao  remarked,  tbat  I  aottced  In  his  document  that 
he  meotloued  bat  one  Synod,  and  did  not  state  which  SynoiL  He  aald.  that  be  had 
done  that  purposely.  Oh.  said  I,  tbeo  you  wonid  present  the  petition  to  any  Synod. 
Tea,  be  answered,  tddlog  that  he  wonld  do  so.  If  he  bad  to  go  to  Germany  to  do  It. 
I  aln  said  tbat  1  did  not  like  It,  tbat  Dutch  mlnlsleri  were  preaching  In  the'  BngUah 
Cburchea  to  English  coDgregatloua.  He  replied  that  he  waa  willing  to  preach  In 
uty  Bngtlah  chnrchea  If  the  Engllah  people  asked  him  to  do  so;  yes,  he  would  preach 
**ta  In  a  Papal  Cbarcb.  Ber.  ICandua  aald,  tbat  It  Bev.  BarUlng.  [Barclay]  an 
Bullish  minister  at  New  York  asked  him,  be  would  be  willing  to  preach  In  an  Bngllab 
Anrch.  In  case  Bev.  Theodore  Friellngbuysen  should  be  Commissioned  thla  year 
17  the  mlnlatere  and  elders  oier  here  to  present  tbe  petition  to  one  or  the  other  ot 
:1m  Sjnoda  of  Holland.  I  think  tbat  meaanrea  should  be  taken  to  preTent  blm  from 
EOlng  to  Germany  nlth  It  To  thla  end,  the  Correspondent  tram  North  Holland 
*t>Cht  to  be  directed  to  raise  the  question  whether  that  document  oagbt  not  to  come 
Mdore  the  Synoda  of  both  North  and  South  Holland.  For  before  t»t1i  synoda  the 
^nreh  buslnesa  of  North  America  has  iDTarlably  been  brought;  and  to  request  that 
!»•  Berttte  glTO  an  answer  to  tbat  effect.  Then  he  cannot  run  over  Into  Germany 
tth  that  petition. 

I  am  not  dialncllned  to  open  my  heart  to  yonr  Bevs.,  to  show  what  I  think  of  thla 
natter.  Should  ODO  or  the  other  Synod  allow  tbe  aettlng  up  ot  a  Cotlcsc  IHIgh 
loliool)  and  a  Clasals  In  this  country,  I  am  atrald  that  a  bad  use  would  be  made  of 
^b«m.  Independent  [end]  Presbyterian  stadenta  will  then  also  be  admitted  for 
examination.  Our  Dutch  Chnrches  In  a  short  time  will  be  gorerned  after  the  Pres- 
*9'terlan  fashion.  If.  In  tbat  caae,  we  sboald  complain  about  anything  to  the  ClBsala 
**■  tbe  Byood,  that  onr  Dutch  chnrchea  were  not  regulated  after  tbe  manner  of  the 
-fanrcbea  of  tbe  Fatherland.  It  would  be  aald.  "Oh,  the  people  ot  Holland  goTem 
Adr  churches  In  ihtir  own  way,  and  we  llnd  no  fault  with  than;  and  we  goTem  onr 
-ttnrcbea,  and  we  are  do  longer  under  obligations  to  give  account  ot  our  doing  to 

Bnt  your  Kctb,  may  object,  that  he  and  those  acting  wltb  him  cannot  poeslbly 
^T*  Buch  an  object  In  view;  for  so  many  ministers  and  conalstorles  wonld  not  then 
^re  signed  tbe  docuioenl.  In  my  former  missive,  atid  In  my  letter  to  Rev.  Schell- 
t^ne,  I  gave  several  examples  to  show  how  our  American  ministers,  as  also  my 
^Wn  colleague,  who  obtained  their  promotion  In  Holland,  evince  by  tbelr  conduct  In 
^lUa  country,  a  stronger  aSectlOD  tor  tbe  Presbyterians  than  for  us.  Poeslbly  also 
%«Ta.  Baagboort  and  Erickaon  signed  that  paper.  If  they  did.  It  must  be  because 
^CT.  Frlellnghoysen  haa  made  Ibem  believe  certain  things,  and  then  bes  said. 
*  Only  Jnat  sign  It.  It  I  can  only  gel  tbe  one  or  tbe  other  Synod  to  allow  as  to 
K«Te  a  i:iaBaIs  and  a  College  IBIgb  Scbootj.  then  your  Revs,  will  be  made  Pro- 
'«Mon  or  Curators  ot  that  School:"  Just  as  be  tried  to  rock  me  to  sleep  with  that 
t«ma  of  "Cnrator",  In  order  to  get  my  slgtiature.  As  regards  tbe  signatures  at  the 
>«nalatorlea.  It  goes  without  saying  that  they  sre  always  glad  to  do  whatever  tbelr 
■atnlstera  advtae  aa  best;  tbey  would,  therefore,  be  In  favor  ot  whatever  Is  made 
'^Tjr  palatable  to  them.  A  member  of  cooslstory  would  say,  "Who  would  not  be  In 
^Tor  of  tbat?    Not  only    wltb   my    mODlb,    but    with   my    band.    I   must    give   my 
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clMtc.  wlihlng  evfiT  con 
on  ronr  very  worihy  ml 
RpTB.  obMllfDt  sen-am  a 
UuckPiiBai^k,  Feb.  so.  it&b 

elTBble  bleeslDc  on  jour  penoiu  aod  famlllei.  u  wtllu 
lalriea.    I  trmain.  Vfrj  Rev.  Fathera  and  Brathm.  T«r 
d  broUiPr. 

Antbonlmi  CnitHlK 

r.  8.    Cert«iD  Amerlea 
HeDrlcnH  Frielln|i;hu;ara 
IJohn  H.  GoeUclilDHl.  t 

No.  m.    Complin  ..1th 

Received  Ma;  !(.  l?M. 

(Seeunflerd«ttorM« 

Dmch  mXilateni  barf  already  appoints  rtndeijO,  auA. 
nntl  MRarila  GoelHrblDa.  nbo  la  a  bratber  of  my  coUhik 
presch  (be  Word  of  God  Id  pobUc  Id  tbeCr  ebonfci 

E.  17B£.I 

COSRESPONDKNCE  IS  AmBBIOA. 

Nichols  Wyltof,  etc.,  to  Rev,  U.  Van  Sinderin,  etc.,  March  IS, 
1755. 

No.  IS. 

To  the  Eev.    Ulpianus  Van   Sinderen,   together   with  his  Cos- 
sistory: — 

Some  time  ago  we  offered  a  call  to  Rev.  A.  Curtenius.  He 
has  had  that  call  under  eonsideration  for  four  weeka.  If  I" 
aceepts  it  and  t-onies  over  to  ua,  we  liave  the  following  Pew* 
Articles  to  present  to  your  Rev.: 

First:  That  we  appoint  two  elders  and  two  deacons  fromow 
consistories  in  each  village,  and  that  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  with  lu> 
consistory  do  the  same.  These  persons,  then,  after  previous  po^ 
lication,  shall  be  installed  together  aa  the  consistory  of  thechortli 
in  the  chiircli  edifiee  at  Tlatbush,  by  some  rainieter,  who  shall  I* 
invited  for  that  purpose. 

Secondly:  If  the  adherents  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  should  iwnl* 
able,  by  a  new  .-subscription,  to  raise  the  full  anioimt  of  salary 
Eev.  Van  Sinderen,  we  promise  to  do  our  best  among  our  frieuii 
to  make  up  the  amount,  by  voluntary  contributions.  By  tteiui"' 
of  these  our  three  commissioners,  we  expect  a  written  repl.Tti 
these  Peace  Articles,  We  remain  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Tom 
obedient  9er\-ants  and  brethren,  Signed  iu  the  name  of  theCwi- 
Bistort'  of  Kings  Countv, 

Nycklaa  Wjiot 
Flatbush,  March  19,  1755. 
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COBBESPONDENCE  IH  AhERICA. 

Kev,  U.  Van  Sinderin  to  Cornelius  Voorhees,  etc.,  March  24, 
1755. 

No.  X. 

9'orthy  Friends,  Cornelius  Voorhees,  Jer,  Van  der  Bilt  and  Jan 

Kouwenhoven : — 

These  few  words  are  intended  for  an  answer  to  your  eom- 
lunication,  dated  March  19,  1755,  and  handed  in  to  our  church 
»semhly  on  the  21st  of  the  same. 

Your  earnest  request  to  our  assembly,  is,  that  it  should  reply 
y  the  above  mentioned  communication  with  a  simple  Yes  or  No. 

Properly  considered,  such  a  request  had  a  strange  look  to  our 
Membly,  We  would  have  liked  to  have  acquiesced  therein,  yet 
'e  must  declare  that  we  cannot  unite  with  you  in  the  way  pro- 
osed.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  a  better  way  may  he  found. 
Ve  also  hope  to  do  our  part,  for  we  know  that  we  must  "  love 
mth  and  peace,"  according  to  the  word  of  the  prophet,  Zeck. 
:19. 

Witnessed  in  the  name  of  the  Consistory  of  Kings  County, 

Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen,  Pastor  ibidem. 
Ifttbnsh,  March  24,  1755. 

Chdboh  of  New  Yobe. 
Sale  of  parsonage. 

New  York,  March  26,  1755. 
The  gentlemen  authorized  to  sell  the  house  of  domine  Boel 
■Bported,  that  the  same  was  sold  to  the  Surgeon,  John  Millegan, 
or  the  siun  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  They  also 
»Toiight  in  the  writings,  which  were  sealed  in  the  presence  of  the 
consistory.  Thereupon,  Mr.  John  Millegan  immediately  paid  sis 
kimdred  pounds,  and  signed  a  bond  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
konnda,  with  security,  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
the  writings  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Millegan.  The  six  hundred 
pounds  were  entrusted  to  Mr.  Theodore  Van  Wyck  imtil  a  fit 
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opportunity  came  of  putting  out  the  same  at  seven  per  cenL    To 
attend  to  this  investment,  and  consult  over  the  trustworthinas  of 
applicants,  Jlessre,  Abram  Lefferts,  Joris  Brinkerhoff,  Theodore 
Van  Wyck  and  Pieter  Keteltas  were  appointed. 
Signed  in  name  etc. 

J.  Kitzema,  p.  t  President 

CnnBcn  of  New  York. 
The  Church  of  New  York  to  Messrs.  Jan  Dreves,  X.  N.  Schonten 

and  C.  Bording,  March  28,  1755. 

Esteemed  Sirs: — Since  Captain  Jno.  Keteltas  does  not  now  jom^ 
ney  to  Amsterdam  and  there  is  another  ship-master  in  his  place, 
with  whom  we  are  not  so  well  acquainted,  I  am  requested  to 
inform  you  that  the  matter  of  providing  a  suitable  man  is  left 
entirely  in  your  hands.  Vet  if  you  do  not  find  a  suitable  penott, 
the  consistory  would  rather  that  no  one  come  over,  than  to  receive 
one  lacking  the  requisite  qualifications.  However  the  consistorr 
does  not  at  all  mean  by  this  to  frighten  you,  as  if  they  were  w 
scrupulous  that  scarce  any  one  would  meet  their  ^-iews;  but  ovAy 
intends  to  indicate  their  urgent  need  of  a  well  qualified  person. 
Expecting  that  this  postscript  will  be  well  received,  I  sobecribe 
myself,  in  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  con- 
gregation of  Jesus  Christ  at  New  York. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Ritzema,  V.  D.  M.  p.  t  President 
New  York,  March  28,  1755. 

COBKEBPONDENCE  FBOU  AUEBICA. 

Churches  of  Kings  County,  N.  Y.  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdim. 
March  29,  1755. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  ii. 

VeiT   Be*.   Bin,  the  mlnUtera  and   pidcn  coasiltuting  tb»  Vei?   Be*.  Citmlt  <>' 

Amarerdaia . 
VM7  Bev.  sire,  Fith«n  aDd  Bretbrpn  In  CUriBt:— 

We.  tit  old  ciHillatorj  of  the  Church  or  Kings  Count;,  on  Ixms  lalaniL  tti.  * 
the  IBtb  ol  September,  ITCt,  eierelac  our  right,  as  we  conilder  It,  In  fMitOt 
acalnat  the  decision  cf  the  Coetna,  Id  the  case  of  Bev.  J.  Aroodena  kod  o> 
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eoiulBb>T7  mat  consregatlOD.  Bat  we  hare  received  no  answer  thereto  from  TOiir 
BCTB.  It  haa,  meanwhile,  come  to  pau,  that  Rev.  AromJeni  left  aa  lail  f«ar;  and. 
owIdb  to  the  decision  of  the  Coetas,  we  are,  b;  hla  departare,  deprlred  altogether 
of  the  obaerrance  of  Pobllc  Worship.  Eveij  dow  and  thea  Ber.  Vao  BiDderea  and 
hi*  part;  utter  threats  agatast  snch  ministers  as  we  have  persnaded  to  snpply  hb, 
Od  the  BroQnd  of  hla  being  the  minister  here,  and  recognlied  bj  his  owD  consistory. 
pteacbliiK  bj  othetB  Is  coaaldered  an  IntmBlon  Into  hU  mtnUterisI  fleld.  Last  sum- 
mer this  was  made  iuffleleatly  plain  by  the  treatment  given  to  Rev.  Manclits.  He 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Coetua  and  did  not  fear  his  threat.  He  was  so  good  as  lo 
preach  for  DS.  and  to  prepare  far  ns  the  Form  of  a  Oall.  in  order  that,  either  at 
home  or  abroad,  we  might  look  about  again  for  a  mlDlster,  and  tbua  be  provided 
with  the  preaching  of  the  pare  Gospel;  and  that  thns  onr  church  might  be  gathered 
agalD  and  edified  to  the  salvation  of  many  souls. 

In  these,  onr  elforta.  we  swong  aliont  from  one  person  to  another,  until  at  last 
our  united  voles  fell  npon  that  peace-loving  and  worthy  man.  Rev.  Anthonlua  Cnr- 
tenlna.  He  has.  for  more  than  tnenty-fonr  year*,  itlth  great  acceptance,  performed 
th«  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  la  the  Chnrch  of  Backenaack,  etc.  Hla  Rev.  haa 
agreed  to  bind  himaetf  to  ua  on  condition  that  there  be  llret  proposed  to  Van  Sln- 
dereu  and  hla  party  a  onion  of  the  two  parties,  by  the  election  of  a  new  consistory 
for  the  entire  Cburicli.  This  Is  to  be  done  as  a  baste  of  peace.  Then  hla  friend* 
are  to  ascartaln  what  amount  they  can  raise  toward  his  salary;  and  we  are  to 
aacertaln  what  we  can  raise,  on  onr  part,  toward  It,  over  and  above  the  entire 
amonnt  to  be  paid  to  Cnrteolna.  But  this  propoBltlrm  Van  Blnderen  and  his  party 
declined,  notwlthataudlng  the  fact  that  be  waa  privately,  and  In  the  name  of  Rev. 
CnrtenluB,  Informed  by  letter,  that  hla  Bev.,  on  coming  id  Long  Island,  would  give 
Um  the  hand  of  brotherhood,  and  go  with  him,  at  once,  from  house  to  house  to  make 
peace  with  every  one.  and  to  correct  all  evils,  end  even  to  further,  according  to  his 
ability,  and  In  the  beat  way  possible,  the  payment  ot  all  arrears  on  bla  salary.  If. 
U>w,  SDch  propoaltlons  meet  with  no  acceptance,  R«v.  Sirs,  what  elae  does  It  show 
than  a  desire  to  mie;  and  to  compell  ua  to  do,  what  we  never  can  or  will  do.  to 
■obmit  to  the  Conalatory  of  Van  Blnderen;  to  pay  him,  and  then  to  get  another 
nlnl*ter  bealdeai  and  that  in  aplte  of  the  fact  that  we  are  the  old  and  legal  conalB- 
toTT,  and  his  ts  nothing  bat  a  consistory  Just  picked  up. 

Does  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  say,  as  be  said  only  yesterday  to  Rev.  Rltiema.  "I  have 
Mthlng  agalnat  Rev.  Cartealns:  yes,  I  prefer  falm  for  a  colleagne  to  any  one.  If  only 
Im  cornea  to  as  In  a  legal  way."  Bnt  his  Rev.  cannot  onderstand  thla,  becauae  the 
Coelna  declared  Arondens  an  Illegal  minister,  and  conaeqnently.  the  conalatory  alao 
Illegal.  This  consequence  we  emphatically  deny,  and  our  denial  haa  never  yet  been 
called  In  question  by  any  Assembly;  nor  do  we  think  that  It  ever  will  be. 

At  drat.  Indeed,  Kev.  Blrs,  we  Intended  to  cut  ofT  the  dispute  on  this  matter  by  a 
union  of  the  two  consistories;  and  we  do  not  want  to  conceal  what  It  was  that  kept 
Da  from  doing  Ihat,  It  was.  In  part,  that.  In  that  case,  we  shonld  be  debarred  from 
the  alectlon  of  a  minister  to  onr  general  sattafactlon;  In  part,  that  thereby  onr 
Oall;  written  by  Rev.  Manclns,  and  authorised  by  a  snfflelent  number  of  alguatnres, 
woDid  go  by  default.  We  think  that  oar  CTall  npon  Bev.  Cnrtenlus  la  legal,  becanse 
we  coDBldet  onrBclves  the  old  and  legal  conalatory:  and  the  Call  was  made  out  by  a 
legal  minister  a*  moderator.  In  our  choice  we  were  not  bonnd  down  to  any  one, 
especlallr  as  we  were  anthorlied  by  ao  large  a  unmber  of  members  from  the  Ave 
vlUagea.  These  are  able  to  ralae  the  aum  of  107  pouada  toward  the  salary;  and  they 
ara  able  and  willing  to  do  somewhat  more.  If  they  were  not  compelled,  as  they  ate 

Wherefore,  onr  very  hnmble  and  friendly  reqneat  now,  la.  that  your  Revs,  recog- 
nise Bev.  Cnrtenlns  as  onr  legal  ahepberd  and  leadier.  and  who  Is  to  come  to  ns 
with  no  other  object  than  that  of  promoting  peace.  Thla  Is  bis  Revs,  desire,  and 
onra  as  well.  By  bringing  the  Gospel  of  Peace  among  as,  he  wants  to  advance  the 
trae  peace  of  God  among  as,  and  ao  among  one  another.  If  peace  cannot  be  pro- 
noted  between  our  parties,  though  we  trust  It  will  be  aa  Boon  as  your  Beva.  grant 
oar  dedre — we  ahall  have  to  seek  to  enjoy  peace  In  the  same  way  aa  Bev.  Tan 
Blnderen  aays  he  la  enjoying  It  with  hla  part/.  We  aaanre  yonr  Revs,  that  we  will 
not  dlatsrb  hi*  peaee,  as  he.  with  hla  followoFS.  haa  been  trying  to  do  among  as 
while  we  were  aeeking  to  obtain  a  mlnlater.  We  cherish  tile  bop*  that  yonr  Bar*, 
win  aa  soon  as  possible,  give  us  a  favorable  answer  to  one  reqaeit.  In  order  that 
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oar  mlDda  majr  be  let  at  reat.  Id  tbis  wa;.  also,  all  4l«eacda  maj  b«  bm^kt  la  m 
end  amoDg  as.  We  doabt  not  Indeed,  bat  that  jaar  Beva,  wilt  thna  beeot  paa- 
nukera  betweeo  oa. 

We  cloee,  wlBhlng  for  God's  blesalDE  opon  joor  ReTa,'  penona.  utd  on  run  T«r 
Bev.  Asaembly. 

Signed,  ai  far  an  tbe  clrcnmatancea  would  penult,  <owlng  to  the  mddcn  opf*- 
tnnltjt  for  sendlDg).  in  name  ot  ont  bretbreo.  and  In  amordanee  with  tbe  euiol 
dealre  of  out  mlnlaler.  A  Curtenlaa.  Just  called.  We  elptct  he  will  come  t*  ■  it 
tbe  earileat  opportnnltr. 

Jobaone*  Lott.  Blder  Nrcklaea  Brinkhof,  BHer 


Jan  CoawenhoTe 
NIcolaea  Folkertsen, 
Kntgert  Van  Bront, 


Genit  Van  Dora, 
Jorea  Van  Alat 
JemnTBa  Van  der  BUt, 
Uomclla  CoertCD, 


Clabsis  of  Ambtebdah. 
Acts  of  Uie  Deputies,     March  1 17S5, 
(Abstract.) 
Nov  223— Ans.  47. 
Letter  from  Tbomas  Romeyn,  from  Jamaica,  November  22, 175^ 
He  mentona  his  arrival  in  New  York ;  the  delivery  of  the  Cli*- 
sical  letters ;  the  acknowledgment  of  him  as  lawful  ministet  of 
Jamaica,  by  the  Coetus  of  September  17,  1754,  and  arraDgemeots 
made  for  bis  installation.     This  u'as  delayed  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, but  took  place  on  October  10,  1754,  Rev,  Verbryck  offioit- 
ing.     He  says  that  the  proposals  for  the  reunion  of  tbe  pardn 
bad  tbo  contrary  effect.     He  is  surprised  that  Rev.  de  Eonde 
comes  over  to  preach  for  the  opponents,  since  he  (Romeyn)  hM 
been  declared  the  lawful  pastor  at  Jamaica  by  the  Coetus. 

zziii,  430. 
(Abstract.) 

No.  224.     Answer,  48. 

Letter  from  that  Consistory  of  Jamaica,  which  is  acknowledged 
as  legal  by  the  Coetus.  It  was  signed  at  Jamaica,  November  0, 
1754,  by  Tennis  Convert,  Albert  Hogeland,  Joost  Durye. 

They  thank  the  Classis,  with  tender  expressions,  for  their  faitt 
ful  care ;  make  report  of  the  installation  of  Rev.  (Thomas)  B*- 
meyn,  and  of  the  fruitless  attempts  for  the  reunion  of  the  folies. 
They  have  fully  accented  tbe  proposals  of  Classis,  and  offer  to 
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imply  with  them.     This  they  ahow  by  a  written  draft  of  August 

1754,  in  which  they  offer  peace  on  the  tenne  prescribed  by 
lasais,  to  the  dissatisfied  brethren.  They  also  complain  of  Rev. 
;  Ronde,  because  he  preaches  for  the  opponents,  although  the 
oetus  of  September  1754,  had  declared  Rev.  Romeyn  the  lawful 
istor  both  at  Jamaica  and  Osyter  Bay.  They  suppose  that  this 
list  have  been  seen  by  us  in  the  Minutes  of  Coetua ;  and  also 
^cause  the  Coetua  of  September  9,  1752,  had  declared  them  to  be 
le  legal  consistory.     This  they  show  by  an  extract  from  Articld 

which  Rev.  de  Konde  himself,  then  Clerk,  had  taken  upon  him- 
If  to  make  known  to  ua  by  letter.  This  letter  is  further  filled  up 
ith  bitter  complaints  about  the  decline  of  Zion,  and  what  more 
^spoilment  might  be  looked  for  if  they  could  not  retain  Rev. 
omeyn. 

xxiii.  420. 
Acts  of  the  Cl&ssis  of  Ahstebdau. 

Letters  from  abroad. 

1755,  April  7th.  g  8,  ad  6.  The  Rev.  Deputies  ad  res  Exteras 
:port  that  thev  have  received  letters  from  the  Conabtory  of 
Tieens  County,  dated  May  21,  1754;  from  New  York,  dated 
ctober  17,  1754 ;  from  the  Coetus  of  that  Province,  of  Septem- 
;r  39.  The  replies  to  these  shall  be  postponed  until  we  have 
■ceived  further  coramunicatione  in  reply  to  our  previous  letters. 
iL  34,  35. 

Correspondence  from  America.. 

ev.  E.  T.  Van  Hoevenberg  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  per 

Mr.  Brouwerz.     Brouwer,  April  10,  1755. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York,"  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  xxiii,  428. 

Idreesei)  on  th«  outilde: 

rery    Rev..    Veri    Learned    Sir,    Mr.    BroDwen.     Uroower.    Faithful    and    mnch 

■spccted  Minister  In  the  Lort'a  Chnrcb  at  Amaterdain. 

lurried  acroBH  (be  Sea  by  klndneai  of  Cuptnin  

tTj  Rev.,  Vers  Lennied  Sin.  Blghly  Respectrd  Brethren.  In  Claaalg  assembled  at 

ADUterdam:— 
idrlMd  b7  the  RcT.  Claasli.  mf  CoDalHtorf  wrote  to  Paiamaiibo,  In  Sarlnam,  for 
r  dlimlual;  bat  up  to  this  time  do  auawer  has  IweD  recptred.  I  am  qalte  aare. 
iweTer,  that  that  letter  was  received.  Therefore  I  tbiak  I  bare  reason  now  for 
drewlns  mjcelf  to  the  Rev.  Clasaii  of  Amstetdain  with  refereoce  to  my  dlsuilsaal 
Dm  the  eharch  at  Paramaribo,  In  Sarluam.    I  hereby  do  ao,  tequeatlns  the  vet^ 
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KeT.  Claiili  Ipgil'r  to  dlecbarKe  me  fiom  lerrlce  at  Pinmaribo,  In  SmlnuB.  uf 
to  asBlgD  me  to  the  Cborcb  at  Lower  RhlDebeck,  on  the  Plain  Id  the  PiorlDn  ot 
New  York,  and.  tbrougb  me  to  glTe  Dotlce  thereof  to  tbe  coDalatorr. 

Id  eipectatloD  of  tble  faror.  I  ask  God's  bleolns  npoD  tod.  and  offer  jva  bt 
KiTlces.      I    algn    mytelt,    Titb    all    lespect    and    re^rd,    Verj    Rer.    Bli*,   BlfUr 
Respected  Brethren.  Your  Bevs.  obedient  lervaat  and  bntber  In  Cbrlst, 
E.  T,  Van  Boerenbers.  UlDlater  at  Lower  B 
Lower  RbLnebeck,  on  tbe  Plalo,  In  tbe  ProTlnce  of  New  YoA,  Aprtl  10.  IIH. 
No.  2U.— Blcned  April  1,  ITGS. 

RecelTcd,  July  U.  IWS. 


COKBESFONDENCE  IN  AlfBKlOA. 

(Rev.   Van  Sinderin'a  Coiisiatory  to  Kev.   A.   Curtenios,  April 
10,  1755.) 

No.  xn. 

Kings  County,  FlatbuBh,  April  10,  1755. 

We,  the  undersigned,  the  Consistory  of  Kings  Coiinly,  »dlle^ 
ents  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  hare  in  our  Assemblj,  resolved  ind 
agreed  to  inform  you,  Rev,  A.  Curtenius,  of  the  danger  which  we 
think  we  see,  and  of  the  doubtful  propriety,  of  your  couung  over 
to  our  churches  in  Kings  County,  which  we  understand  you  intein! 
to  do.  We  look  at  it  in  the  same  light  as  we  did  the  coming  over 
of  Rev.  Arondeus  from  Raritan.  This  caused  us  a  great  deal  oi 
trouble  and  pain ;  and  we  expect  no  less  from  your  Rev's,  coming 
over,  considering  the  state  of  mind  of  the  congregation.  We 
think  that  we  have  made  advances  for  peace  all  sufficient,  as  yon 
can  judge  from  tlie  documents  which  our  commissioners  can  show 
your  Rev.,  as  well  as  your  Rev's,  consistory.  We  hope  and  expect 
that  your  Hew,  and  your  Rev's,  consistory,  will  take  the  matter 
into  christian  consideration,  before  your  Rev.  comes  over  to  nSf 
and  that  you  will  do  nothing  that  might  tend  to  disturb  our 
churches. 

Herewith,  we  desire  to  commend  your  Rev.  to  the  Lord,  while 
we  remain  your  Rev's,  willing  friends  and  servants. 

Sifrned  in  behalf  of  the  consistory, 
Ilendrik  Van  de  Water  WiUem  Van  Nuys 

Jacob  Siebering  Jan  Van  der  Bilt 

Louwerens  Ditmarse 
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COBBESPONDBBCB  IN  AhEBICA. 

Circular  Letter  of  Eev.  Theodore  Frelinghujeen  to  mmisters  and 
consistories,  to  meet  in  Convention  at  New  York  on  May  27, 
1755,  to  take  meaaiires  for  seeking  the  establishment  of  a  Clas- 
sis  and  founding  an  Academy.     Dated  April  17,  1755. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

R«T.  sir,  Reapected  Brother:— 

Inaimncb  la  tbe  coasresBtlons  of  oar  Retornied  Choreh  In  thia  conntir  hsTe  been 
JonslderlDK  the  aecewlty  of  Joining  bands  to  seek  the  prosperlt;  of  our  Zion,  Id 
itieie  da;s  of  Larger  Vlsioo;  and  Inosmacb  a*  the;  hare  agreed  to  preient  to  tbe 
rerj  BeT.  Synod,  s  petition  for  the  eBtabliibmMit  of  a  Reformed  Clauli,  to  deal 
*ltb  oar  cbarcb  iffalni  aa  well  as  an  Academy,  where  oor  /onth,  who  ate  devoted 
B  Btnd;.  maj  receive  InatCQCtlon;  therefore,  with  the  design  that  we  may  obtain  Its 
vtldcatloti  and  aapport.  I  hereby  glTC  your  Rev.  notice,  that,  the  Lord  willing,  on 
He  nth  day  of  Uay.  next.  [ITU),  there  will  be  held,  at  New  York,  a  Conference  or 
loDTentlmi,  anch  as  baa  already  been  tpoken  of.  Aa  a  friend  and  brother.  I  aak 
'oor  Rev.  to  appear,  together  witb  an  elder,  at  tbe  time  and  place  appointed,  to 
vficeaent  yoat  congregation.  In  order  to  help  promote.  In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  these 
:reat  matters  In  hand,  so  that  they  may  come  to  the  desired  Usae. 

That  It  may  pteaae  the  Lord,  the  Almighty  God,  to  grant  HIa  blessing  to  that 
nd,  li  tJie  prayer  of  your  Rers.  wilting  aerrant  and  brother  In  the  Lord. 

Tbeodorni  Frlelluehayaen. 
Ubaoy.  April  17th.  1TG6. 

COK&ESPONDENCB  IIT  AmEBICA. 

[lev.  U.   Van  Sinderin  and  his  Consistory,  to  John  Lott,  etc., 
April  26,  1755. 

No.  xm. 

Worthy  Friends,  John  Lott  and  Jeremias  Van  der  Kit: — 

Aa  to  your  desire  of  having  a  minister,  publicly  and  solemnly 
installed,  by  another  minister  (than  myself),  in  one  of  my  five 
:hnrches,  without  the  knowledge  of  myself,  my  consistory,  and 
mv  church  at  large ;  and,  furthermore,  without  making  due  pro- 
vision for  my  promised  salary,  or  tbe  payment  of  the  arrears 
amounting  now  to  about  four  hundred  pounds,  a  claim  which  ought 
in  all  justice  to  be  satisfied  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Coetus 
in  1752:  Therefore  it  cannot  justly  or  in  good  conscience  be  ex- 
pected of  me,  that  I  should  submit  to  such  action.  This  is  the 
judgment  of  the  consistory  and  of  its  minister,  Bev.  IJlpianus  Van 
Sinderen,  the  minister  in  Kings  County. 

U.  Van  Sinderen. 
Flatbush,  AprD  26,  1755. 
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CoKBESPOrfDENCE  IIT  AhSBICA. 

Protest  of  Jan  Ixitt,  etc.,  against  the  Call  of  Rev.  A.  Curteniai 

to  Kings  County,  April  36,  1755. 

Ko.  XI. 

A  Protest  against  what  Kr.  Joris  Remse  published,  as  we  tmdm^ 
stand  it,  in  the  assembly  at  Flatbnsh,  in  regard  to  the  calling  <rf 
Rev.  A.  Curtenius,  by  the  five  villages. 

As  Mr.  Curtenius  is  so  reasonable  as  to  have  it  announced  tbit 
he  is  inclined  to  come  over  to  Kings  County,  and  that,  if  any  ow 
has  a  lawful  objection  to  his  teaching  or  conduct,  he  must  obeem 
proper  time  and  place  for  bringing  it  in ;  otherwise  we  shall  p»- 
ceed  with  the  installation. 

We,  the  undersigned  elders  imagine  that  we  have  lawful  ra- 
Bons  against  Rev.  A.  Curtenius'  coming  to  our  churches  in  Eiiip 
County.  These,  we  are  willing  to  set  forth  at  the  proper  time 
and  place,  before  any  church  assembly.  So  we  request  Mr.  Oar- 
tenius  to  appoint  for  us  a  convenient  time  and  place,  for  the 
removal  of  the  difference,  before  the  installation  is  proceednl 
with,  according  to  your  announcement. 

In  confirmation,  signed  in  the  name  of  all. 

JanLott 
AprU  26,  1755. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Deputati  ad  res  Exteraa. 

1755,  May  5th.     A  letter  was  read  from  (Anthony)  Curtenius, 

minbter  at  Hackensack.     This  was  handed  over  to  the  Deputies 

by  a  certain  member ;  but  they  will  not  answer  this  nor  any  snch 

like  (private)  letters,     xiii.  38.     [Letter  of  Feb.  20,  1755]. 

TuE  College  and  the  Dutch  Chcbch. 

Personal  Petition  of  Domine  Ritzema  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
for  Additional  Charter  for  a  Dutch  Professor  of  DiviniW  in 
Kings  College.     May  7,  1755.     (See  May  13,  1755.) 
Mr.  Ritzema,  the  senior  minister  of  the  Reformed  Protestanl 

Dutch  Church  in  this  city,  addressing  hmself  to  his  Honour,  Bui- 
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He  returned  him  thanks  for  the  honour  he  had  done  him,  and 
the  regard  he  had  shown  to  the  Dutch  Churcli,  in  appointing  their 
senior  minister  for  the  time  beng  one  of  the  Governors  of  the 
College,  and  that  he  hoped  he  should  acquit  himself  in  that  station 
with  general  approbation.  That  he  was  sorry  to  have  observed 
the  differences  and  animosities  in  the  Province  touching  several 
restrictions  in.  the  Charter,  and  hoped  some  means  might  be  fallen 
upon  to  heal  them.  That  he  apprehended  it  would  much  conduce 
to  this  end  if  his  Honour  would  be  pleased  to  grant,  either  by 
addition  to  this  Charter,  or  in  such  manner  as  should  be  thought 
most  proper,  that  there  should  be  established  in  said  College  a 
Professor  in  Divinity  for  the  education  of  such  of  the  youth  of 
their  church  as  might  be  intended  for  the  ministry,  with  a  suitable 
and  reasonable  allowance  or  salary,  and  to  he  chosen  by  the 
Consistory  of  that  Church  for  the  time  being,  which,  as  it  might 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  College,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  request  his  Honour  to  grant. 

His  Honour  replied  he  approved  of  what  Mr.  Ritzema  had  re- 
quested, and  if  the  Governors  who  bad  now  the  management  of 
the  CoUe^  would  make  application  to  him,  he  was  very  ready  to 
grant  it. 

The  Governors  thereupon  unanimously  declared  their  appro- 
bation and  agreed  that  a  petition  be  prepared  and  presented  to 
his  Honour  accordingly. 

Upon  which  it  was  resolved  that  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr,  Kitzema, 
Mr.  Henry  Cruger,  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Richard,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the  said  Petition  against 
the  next  meeting.     (See  Aug.  11,  1755.) 

May  8,  1755.     Tkinity  Chdech  Deeds  Lands  to  Kinds 
CoLUEQE,  New  York. 

Ha;  8, 1756.  "The  Rer.  Mr.  Barcla;  baring  aoqnalnt^d  this  Board  that  HU  Honor, 
the  Uentenant  Oovemor,  yesterdar  dellTered  tbe  Charter  to  the  GovemorB  tbereb; 
appointed  tor  the  College  and  that  ibej  were  then  qnallfled:— TMh  Board  unanl' 
nwaalT  Ordered  that  a  Draft  of  a  Grant  of  the  Landa  for  the  ose  of  the  said  Col- 
lege Pnranant  to  their  fonopr  Reaolotlon  be  prepared  aad  laid  before  this  Board  at 
their  next  meetlDg."— Record  a  of  Trinity  Church,  1.  275:  Dix,  1.  180. 
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The  Collbqb  and  tec  Dutch  Church. 
Report  on  the  Personal  Petition  of  DcHnine  Ritzema  for  n 
Additional  Charter  to  Kinga  Collie,  for  a  Dutch  Frofeeaor  of 
Divinity  therein.     May,  13,  1755.     [See  May  7,  1755.] 

Second  Taeadtr  of  M>7,  im.  Committee  pmented  ■  Report  wUch  wmi  raid  ut 
BpproTed  and  slened  bj  tbe  Oorernors. 

The  Revereod  Mr.  Heary  Barclay,  CbalmuQ  of  the  Committee  appointed  oa  Ac 
•eveDtb  iDHtant  to  prepare  a  TetltluD  to  hia  Honour  tlie  L.lenteiutiit  GoTenoi,  bt 
eatabllBhlQg  a  Dutcb  I'roteaBar  of  Dlrlnlty  Id  the  College  reported  that  tter  W 
prepared  tbc  suld  I'ctltlun  which,  being  read  and  approTcd  of  1*  In  tbe  venk  U- 
lowlns  (to  wttt): 

To  the  UoDourable  Jame«  De  Idocef.   Eaq..  bla  Uajeatr'a  Ueatenaut  Gonnm 
and    CaiuinaDder  In   Chief  of   the   ProTlnce  of  New    Tork    and    territoHei  tb«M     ' 
depending  In  Coondll.  I 

The  Petition  of  the  UoTernonn  Of  the  College  of  the  PrOTlnce  ot  New  Twk  b 
the  Cltr  of  Nev  York  In  America,  bomblj  Sheweth  That  wherraa  by  bl*  Milmfi  \ 
Lettera  Patent  of  Incorporation  bearing  date  the  Stat  of  October.  17U.  the  lole  pom 
of  ^ectlQi  Prateeeon  of  the  College  Is  vested  In  the  RoTemors,  and  that  tbei  «(■ 
celTe  It  will  tend  to  the  proBperllr  ot  the  UolleEe  and  tbe  Ini-reaae  of  tbe  aaigbR 
of  atDdenta,  If  pnvlalon  could  be  made  for  eetibllahlng  a  PiDfeeoorahlp  Id  DlrlilV 
for  tbe  InatmctloQ  of  anch  joath  aa  maj  InteDd  to  devote  themaelTea  to  the  aati 
MlnlBlr;  In  IboKe  Cbnrehea  In  thia  ProvlDce  Ihnt  are  Id  CotDmonlon  with  and  tn- 
form  to  the  Doctrine,  dlaclpllne  and  Worablp  eatablbhed  In  the  United  PhitIkh 
by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  aod  an;  other  Studenta  that  nut;  be  dealnHU  ti 
attend  bla  Lectures: 

Your  Hononr's  Petltlonen  tbereforc  humbly  pray  that  an  Additional  ChatlHte 
Granted  them  for  tbat  Purpoae  und  that  the  nomination  ot  Bucb  a  Profeuor  tna 
time  to  time  be  In  the  Minister,  Elder*  and  Deacona  of  tbe  Beformed  Protnaii 
Dntch  Cbnrcb  In  Ibis  Cltf  and  the  same  ealabllabed  Id  anch  mnaner  aa  ihall  ■«■ 
beat  to  yonr  HoDonr.    And  your  Pellllonfra  a>  In  duty  bound  abalt  ever  pray. 

Wm.  Kempe,  A.  D.  Peyater.  Hen.  Barclay,  Joannes  Itltaema,  John  Albert  Wb- 
Band.  Joannea  Cade.  Samuel  Johnson,  Joslah  Uartln,  Panl  Richard,  Hen.  dtps. 
Jno.  WatIB,  Henry  Beekman,  Philip  Ver  Planck,  Fred.  PbUlpae,  Joa.  Robinson.  Job 
Crnger,  JamcB  LlvlngBton,  B.  N'lcol.  Jos.  Reade.  Natb'l.  Maratou,  Joseph  RayML 
Jno.  LlTlngstOD,  David  Clarkaon,  Leonard  Llspcnard,  Jamea  De  Iducey. 
New  York,  May  13tb.  176S. 

Ordered  that  the  Committee  wbo  prepared  tbe  said  Petition  be  a  Ommltttt  U 
wait  upon  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  aovemor  with  the  same,  and  to  aoUdt  iti 
Grant  mentioned  In  the  said  Petition. 

The  CoLLEQfi  and  the  Dotch  Ckubch. 

Action  of  the  Governor  and  Council  on  the  Report  recommending 

an  Additional  Charter  to  the  Charter  of  Bangs  College,  to  gi" 

a  Divinity  Professorship  to  the  Dutch  Church  therein.    Sl»; 

19,  1755.      [See  May  30,  1755.] 

At  a  OouucU  held  at  Fort  George,  Id  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  alK- 
teentb  day  of  May.  I'U. 
Pmml,  The  Honorable  Jamea  De  Lancey.  F.aq.,  Llent.-Go».,  etc. 
Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.'Bolland. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Hr.  Chambera. 

Mr.  Murray. 
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Ordered,  Tbat  the  Mid  FetLtloo  be  referred  to  tlie  OeotlemeD  of  tbe  Council,  or 
anj  Htb  of  them. 

The  Ooremor  withdrawing,  the  OeDtlemea  of  the  CoddcII  reoolTed  [Dto  a  Com- 
tolttee  on  the  uld  Petition,  and  being  agreed  DiK>n  their  report.  His  Honoor 
letnnied  and  took  bla  seat. 

Tben  Ur.  Hollind,  ChalnoaD  of  the  Mid  Committee  Id  his  place,  reported  that 
lb*  Committee  bad  0DI7  welgbed  and  coealdered  the  aald  Fetltlon,  and  were  tiomblr 
<(  opinion  hia  Honanr  might  (grant)  the  pcajer  thereof. 

WUch  report  on  the  qneation  being  put,  was  agreed  to  and  approved  of. 

Ordered.  That  a.  copy  of  tbe  Raid  Petition  and  the  proceedings  thereupon  in 
Oooncll  be  made  oat  for.  and  delivered  to  tbe  Attorn  ej- Genera  I  with  a  warrant 
directing  him  to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  charter  paranant  to  the  prater  of  tbe  said 
Petition,  and  to  lay  tbe  same  before  thta  Board  for  tbelr  approbation.  Uoancll 
If  Inotea,  St.  p.  I7E.  etc. 


OOBSESPONDSHCE  IH  AmEEICA. 

Eev.  John  Bitzema  to  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderin,  May  22,  1755. 

No.  vm. 

New  York,  May  22nd,  1755,. 
Very  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother: — 

Inasmuch  as  I  have  understood  that  Rev.  Curtenius  has  partly 
declared  himself  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  call  to  Long  Island, 
but  that  first,  two  Articles  of  Pacification  would  be  laid  before 
you  and  your  adherents,  and  which  are  to  be  either  accepted  or 
rejected,  but  which  will,  nevertheless,  make  no  difference  in  the 
matter ;  therefore  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  your  Rev.  these 
few  lines,  on  condition  that  they  shall  be  for  your  Rev.  alone,  as 
they  relate  to  your  own  welfare. 

Your  adherents  may,  in  this  matter,  do  whatever  they  think 
tlioy  can  answer  for.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  even  if  your 
Rev.  must  differ  with  them,  the  safest  thing  now  for  your  Rev. 
is  to  take  care  of  yourself.  In  case  your  Rev.  should  deem  it 
neoessary  to  communicate  this  with  proper  restrictions  to  your 
nearest  of  kin,  I  am  willing,  because  I  aim  in  this  letter  at  nothing 
else  save  your  own  well  being. 

Yesterday,  Rev,  Curtenius  assured  me,  that  he  does  not  want 
your  Rev.  to  drop  the  arrears  which  are  due  you.  Therefore, 
your  Rev.  if  I  understand  matters  correctly,  had  better  observe 
due  prudence  in  your  answer,  if  such  a  demand  should  be  made 
on  yon.  He  has  promised  me  that,  if  your  Rev.  will  conduct 
yourself  toward  him  as  a  brother,  be  will  at  once  go  with  you  f  toyb. 
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house  to  house,  through  the  n'hole  congregation,  and  canM  il! 
disputes  to  ceti^e ;  so  that  it  will  no  more  be  said,  I  am  of  tkt! 
party  or  of  that  party,  but  all  will  be  in  accord  idth  one  another. 
In  that  way  also  your  Rev.  would  be  provided  with  yonr  foD 
salary.  Moreover,  his  Rev.,  when  peace  is  rertored,  will  do 
everything  in  his  power  for  the  arrears  due  you,  in  a  way  thu 
shall  at  the  time  seem  most  fitting.  May  your  Rev.  accept  tla 
advice  of  mine  with  the  same  heart  with  which  I  send  it  to  josr 
Rev ! 

With  greeting,  your  Rev's,  obedient  servant, 

J.  Ritzenu. 

Church  ok  New  York,  May  23,   1755.     Pbocebi>3  of  Sju 
OF  Parsoxaoe. 

The  III  hundred  pound*  for  domlnp  norl'i  bonie.  In  the  hands  of  Th«odon  Tec 
Wfct,  were,  by  a  resolntlon  ot  eonelMory ,  Irot  on  Interest  lo  Jno.  Fonua.  Ir- 
Taolg  de  Naya.  Jonslhan  Fonnxn,  etHumlgsloaerg  ot  the  Coanlr  of  MoSBonk 
ProTlu'e  of  Nfw  Jersej,  and  Joseph  Forman  of  the  citj  of  Kew  Sork.  Their  Msl 
la  Id  the  hands  of  tbr  deatoDB,  dntcd  April  5.  1755,  in  the  double  sum  of  tvfht 
handred  ponhda,  eurreot  money  of  iho  I'roTlnoe  uf  Ken-  York,  witb  the  ax41UM 
underwritten,  that  the  euni  ot  six  hundred  poanda  shall  be  paid  on  or  betwe  ^ 
flftb  dar  of  AprtI  next,  irlih  luivfnl  Inten^t,  fmni  the  date  of  the  bond. 

The  wltnessoB  on  the  bond  vere  liarret  Noel.  Adolph  Hras.  Jr. 

Thin  net  down  iiironling  to  the  resolDllori  of  CoDsistory,   SiaT  MnJ.  i:56. 

J.   RItlMI- 

In  the  sniup  coDalstory,  after  i>BlllnE  on  Uod'9  name.  II  iras  coDsldertd  vial 
aDBK'er  stioDld  be  girea  lo  domlne  (Theodore)  Frlellnghuyaen,  roDcemlug  U>  wrlltn 
proposal,  preueuled  Uaroh  2.  ITEici. 

This  consistory  eume  lo  this  conelosion— 
•■ayn  Heer:— We  cannot  now  ananer  yon.  until  we  have  received  letten  fr«n  6* 
Ulassls."    This   reaolnllon   dooilne   llltaema   shall   mate  Iuiowq   Id   wrttlnf  la  lit 
Reverence. 

This  done  etc.,  signed  etc. 

J.  RlUema,  p.  t.  PRsMal- 

The  Amebicax  Classis  and  Academy, 

Convention  hold  at  Xew  York,  at  tho  call  of  Theodore  Frieling- 

huysen,   for  taking  action   in   reference  to  a   Classis  and  an 

Academy,  <.n  May  27.10,  ITr.o.      [See  April  17,  1755.] 

Portfolio,  •■  Xew  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  Vol,  xxiii  432-3. 

Minnies. 
Tupsday,    Forennor 
PnratiaDt  lo  a  propoalllon  made  to  the  «ei 
was  held  at  New  York,  on  the  ZTtb  of  May,  ITU. 

The  objeet  of  It  was  to  request  the  Very  Rev.  Synod  of  HoIUnd  to  t) 
to  have  the   IDnteh]   Coetns  In  this  country  trsnifonoed  Into  a   C 
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oUt  legal  war;  also  to  give  Ita  help  and  advice  1 
Academic  InstltuUoD  for  educating  ^onng  meo,  eti 
■■embled, 


the  matter  of  estab- 


BilcksoD 
M  cinema 

.  Manclaa 
Van  SiDderc 
loeuchlaa 


reyenmoet 
Fiiellnghujaen 


Jan  Lolt 

lUcndrlck  Brtnkerboff 
'  JoriB  Biinkerbolf 
Job.  Daeken 


Head  rick  Vtsaet 
JsD  Heerlng 
Job.  Van  Wlnkelen 
Jacoba.  Merderae 


Place. 

Naiealnk 

Poughkeepate 

Klngaton 

I<ong  laland 
I  HBckensack 
)  Scbraleabnrg 

Mlnnealnk 

Albany 

New  Bmnawlcb,  « 

Acqaackononck 
Schenectady 

OyalertMiy,  etc. 


Cornelia  Hoogelandt 
Elders  from  Vacant  Cborcbes. 

BymoD  Van  Aeradalen  BarltlDa.  etc. 

Jacob  Hoombeck  Marbletown,  eti 

WItlem  Smith  Wallklll 

Roelof  Terhnne  Grave«ana 

JobanncB  Hard  en  berg  The  Pa  Ita 

JohsoncB  OarrKae  Staten  laland 

Adam  Lanka  Stone  Arabia 


ibe. 

IhankaglTlng  prayer  the  meeting  adjonmed. 

lock  Id  tbe  altemoon  th«  meeting  waa  opened  with  an  Impreaalire  pnyer 

ttlng  took  np  tor  farther  conalderfttlon  the  great  matter  and  chief  object, 
1  Classla  and  a  Seminary.  Tbe  peraonal  BlgaatarcB  from  the  dlSerent 
to  tbe  doeoment  relative  thereto  were  brought  to  the  table.  It  waa  foand 
opiDlOD  and  pnrpoBe  of  tbeae  cborches  to  pat  tbcBe  mntterB  In  operation, 
rtber  Ibem.  In  thia  matter,  tbe  metDbera  representing  tbe  cbarchee,  were 
Dd.  with  the  exception  of  Rev.  Manclns  and  his  elder,  and  WUlem  Bmltb, 
n  the  Wallklll.  Tbeae  men  were  In  favor  of  ■  Seminary;  and  alao  of  a 
roTlded  matlera  of  business  were  nerer  to  be  decided  by  a  mere  majority 
bat.  Id  case  of  there  belQi;  no  unaDtoilty.  tbe  matter  mast  be  referred  to 
I.  etc.  To  all  tbe  other  members  tbis  point  aeemed  to  be  nDecclealastlcal. 
1  tbeae  men  left  tbe  Aaaembly. 

'Vlona  questlouB  having  been  decided,  tbe  qaeatlon  waa  dlacnssed  aa  to 
e  matteiB  should  be  presented  to  the  Synod.  It  waa  resolved  to  do  this 
.  delegate  provided  with  proper  Instmcllons  and  credeatlala.  Rev.  Tbeo- 
llngbnysen  was  ehoaen  as  sach  delegate,  by  a  aoanlmoas  vote.  A  paper 
n  ap  and  algned  by  the  As«embly,  (or  defraying,  to  part.  Rev.  Frlellng- 
1  raveling  eipenses. 

lellDghayaen,  while  declaring  himself  dlapoaed  to  aenre  this  Assembly,  and 
;h  In  general,  la  thti  matter,  stated  certain  dllBcultlea  with  ivterence  to 
congregation.  Tbe  Assembly,  well  anderstandlng  the  preclona  and  lender 
listing  between  ministers  and  their  congregations,  declared  that  It  had  no 
>r  to  bring  aboat  any  misunderstanding  or  any  Ubd  of  separation:  but,  OD 
>ry.  It  would  always  beartlly  seek  to  preserve  such  relatloashlps  In  every 

have  them  grow  richer  la  love.  It  was,  therefore,  by  no  means  tbe  wish 
aembly  that  his  Revs,  coagregitlon  ahoald  be  entirely  deprived  of  service 
e  time  of  his  Revs,  absence  serosa  the  sea;  bat.  If  It  should  meet  with  Its 

that  congregatloo  sbould,  na  tar  as  possible,  be  supplied  by  tbe  brethren. 
>n  his  B«v.  gave  answer  In  the  afflrmatlve.  [tbat  he  wootd  go].  Bat,  to 
a  committee  wsa  appointed,  contistlng  of  Rev*.  Fryemoet, 
81 
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Uarlniu,  Trooman  and  Le^dt,  aod  the  elder  FlsbeT.  to  dnw  up  petlliaiia.  laiB» 
tlona  tud  credeDtlals. 
Aftei  tbankiglyLDg  the  Aiseiubl;  adjourned  ta  meet  asaln  at  W  o'clo^  thegtn 

Wedneidar  P'orenoon.  Uar  3S. 

Tbe  UeetlDK  bavlcg  beeo  oppued  with  prajer,  n  measeogct  brought  In  i  Mb 
from  Be*.  Bltiecna,  nhlch  ms  addreosed  to  tbe  Ber.  Theodore  FrlellBcbifiti. 
BDCloaed  therewith  was  a  protest  from  Rer.  Hiagboort  KKainal  ttJa  Canferenet  a 
to  whatever  tt  might  do  now,  oc  at  anj  time  hereafter;  alao  aoother  from  PiiuK 
al|ned  likewise  bi  bimwif,  tbe  mlnltiler  being'  stMeat.  AccompaiijinK  thf«  (pn- 
te«t*]  waa  another  also  from  the  so-catled  TrdBiee*  of  Haekenaack  and  SebialtotDs 

A  paper,  bawever.  was  uow  r«)d,  declarlbg  that  It  waa  tbe  purpoee  (ef  the  atM- 
ben]  of  tbla  Aaaemblr.  both  now  and  bcreafler,  to  act  In  tmlaoQ.  In  pToiootliil  ul 
keeping  up  the  Inicrcet  In  tliese  mstlen  aboat  a  Clasala  and  a  Semlnair,  etc.  TIM 
waa  approred  and  elgzied  by  tbe  [menibiTa  of  the!  Aasefnblj. 

After  thanksglrliig  tbe  meellns  adjoomed. 

AttefDoon. 

The  Meeting  was  opened  with  prater.  The  gueetlon  waa  then  fartlier  illi  liwi 
aa  to  how  the  delrgnte.  who  loigbt  be  sent  on  this  bnalneaa  to  Rollaad.  coiUtt 
moat  anrelj  and  astlafactorilr  uompeDsated  for  his  traable,  or,  at  least,  gaansM 
against  lose.  It  was  agreed  thai,  bealdes  the  traveling  expensea,  the  piomlK  k 
made  to  Bev.  Theodore  Frlellngbaj-aeD,  that,  on  his  retom  home,  he  aboald  nccM 
■ucb  compeneBllou  aa  tbe  success  of  [be  cause.  aoiJ  our  ability  resulting  tbet^Mi 
should  warrnut.  according  to  tbe  reaaonable  Judgemeni  of  this  Anembly.  la  tU 
•etlob  both  the  Aascmbly  and  Uev.  Theodore  Frlellnghnyaen  aeqolesced. 

Bev.  Theodore  Friellngbuyaen  was  Btlll  Bomewbat  aniloiu  aboitt  the 
chnrch.  It  was.  therefore.  resolTed  that.  In  tbe  name  of  this  Aasembly. 
and  friendly  letter  chould  be  written  to  tbe  Conslatory  of  Albany,  reqaesHU  tkH 
to  consent  to  hJs  Recs.  going  across  the  sea.  although  he  was  Ibeir  mlDlster:  fgr  I 
would  be  done  ivltb  the  ei[>ei'Intlon  of  their  enjoying  hla  mlnlsttr  agala  ea  H 
return.  The  letter  should  give  the  reasons,  at  the  same  time,  why  the  1  Wf  sifr 
gave  bla  Ber.  the  preference  over  othera,  and  why  It  would  be  right  for 
accept,  and  fOr  Ibem  (o  coDsent  tt  should  also  declare  Its  purpose  Ihlt  Ifel* 
congregation  sboald  by  no  means  be  left  without  service. 

Tbetenpon   Certnlu   tuotlers   were  comniltted   to   different  brethren: 
drawing  op  a  petition  to  the  Synod  of  EoUand:  preparing  a  anbscrlptloo  UstsK-; 
also  to  regnest  Itevs,  John  Bltiema  and  I^mbertUB  de  Bor  ~  ~    ' 

aeMlon  of  the  Coetnx,  which  Is  to  be  shortly  cslled  etc:  nleo  a  requeet  Hut  Ik 
apeclal  scribe  would  bring  tlic  Minute  Book  of  the  Coetns,  la  papers,  etc  i*U 
tbe  rest  of  the  abbcut  meiubcrs,  Kevs.  G.  Haaghoort.  J.  Schuyler  and  B.  Vu  " 
Lynden,  they  could  not  now  be  Informed  [of  this  suddenly  called  meetlnl  of  Ut 
Coetna.] 

Inasmuch  as  gnvo  complaints  bad  been  bniBghl  forward  by  Bev*.  Ben]u> 
Uejnema,  John  U.  Ooetacblus  and  U.  Van  Sinderen.  and  the  holding  of  as  0t* 
Msslon,  of  the  l^oetm  waa  strongly  urged,  because  the  matters  cotild  i 
delay;  and  Inasmuch  bh  the  Assembly  heanlty  dealred  to  prevent  further 
and  to  heal.  If  posBlblc,  chat  which  might  already  have  been  caused;  and 
as  there  was  a  anaiclent  number  of  the  members  of  tbe  Ooetua  present:  the  tct*' 
waa  granted,  and  a  Coetos  wbb  called  to  assemble  tbe  next  morning.  Uty  9tk. ' 
I  o'clock,  at  the  house  of  Neya  liegeman.  In  Mew  York. 

Heienpon  the  meeting  adjourned. 

[Extra  Seaslan  of  tbe  Coetas.] 
ThufBdey.  Forenoon,  Uay  M. 


weia  elected  to  take  again  their  iMpectlre  oOlcea. 


feelUit  of  Hi  I 


OP  THH  Statb  op  Nbw  Toee. 


«Ider  Daniel  Folbemn* 


"     U.  Van  SlnilenD  "     Jan  Liott 

"    J.  H.  Ooetachlaa  "     BeudHck  Brlnkerhott 

"    J.  O.  Frejeumoet  "     Johau  Deeker 

"     J.  Lejdt  "      Jobs.  Heering 

'•    B.  Verbryek  "     loba.  V«n  Wlnkelen 

"    D.'Uarlnna  "     

At  tba  reqnrat  and  deilte  of  tbs  follovrlnc  eccleBlajtical  peraoaa.  the  Asaembl; 
ooDacDted  tbat  tbey  ahonld  become  membeti;  and  tbey  bevame  anch  by  ilfnlns 
ttaelr  MBtea: 

Bar.  Tbecdore  Priellngbnjraen, 
"     Barent  Vrooman 

"    Jobannea  Schnneman  "     

"     Tbomaa  RoBiern  "     Oonelli  Boogland 

PrMn  Vacant  Cbarcbes. 

elder  Simon  Tan  Aeradaalen 

Jacob  Hoorabeek 

Boelof  Terhenne 

Jobannea  HHidEnberKh 

Jobannea  GariitM 

Adam  Lanck* 

Tbe  anawer  from  the  New  ToHi  mlnlBten  waa  tben  brongbt  Id,  Bevg.  Brickaon 
and  Leydt  reported:  tbat  Bct.  BIttema  bad  aald  tbat  be  mnat  consider  tbia  moetlnf 
'  at  tb«  Ooetaa  Illegal,  etc.  and,  tbentore.  would  not  attend  It;  nellber  would  be 
bring  tbe  CoetDB  Minute  Book  and  papers.  Wbeo  pressed  wUb  reaaona,  be  asked 
that  tbe  matter  be  orged  no  further.  Ber.  Theodore  Frlellnghuraen  reported:  tbat 
B«T.  de  Ronde  had  aald  tbat  be  would  bare  attended  the  meeting.  If  tbe  commnnl- 
aatlon  of  the  New  York  Oonaistory  bad  not  been  aent  to  the  ClaaBla;  now  an  answer 
bad  to  be  nrst  awaited.  BeTS.  Uenlma  and  Prerenmoet,  baTlng  been  aent  In  tbe 
name  of  tbe  Coetua,  to  repeat  the  reQDest  for  the  Coetus  Ulnnte  Book,  obtained 
tha  aatne  and  brought  It  with  them.  B«va.  Tuoomau  and  Scboueman  bavlug  been 
aeot  to  tbo  special  Scribe,  to  Ingalre  whetber  any  Classical  letters  bad  come, 
addreaaed  to  the  Coetus,  did  not  find  him  at  borne,  bat  received  answer  from  bis 
wife,  tbat  she  did  not  know  of  anj ;  sbe  tboQgbt  not. 

The  petition  addressed  to  the  Very  Be*.  Synod,  telling  of  tbe  appointment  of  Be*, 
^leodore  Priellngbaysen,  waa  approved,  and  recetred  tbe  personal  algnatarea  of 
tba  entire  Assembly. 

A  Plan  for  soliciting  contrlbatloDS  toward  tbe  eatabllahment  of  an  Academy  waa 
»ow  read,  approred,  and  declared  antboritatlve. 

After  thaoksglTlng  tbe  Asaembly  ad]anmed,  to  meet  again  at  l:iO. 


Tbe  Meeting  was  opened  with  prayer.  Rer.  J.  H.  Ooetscblua  with  hla  elder  and 
■t*  other  members  of  coualatory,  namely,  Hendrlck  BrlnkerhofF,  elder,  Peter 
■abiiake,  deacon  from  Hackenaack,  David  Tan  Orden  and  Jorls  Brlnkerhott,  elden 
Xmn  Scbralenburg,  appeared  witb  a  grievance  and  complaint  against  certain  mem- 
ftaia  of  the  aforeaald  ehnrches.  They  called  tbemselvea  Truateea,  and  were  aua- 
tahwd  by  Bev.  a.  Haaghoort  They  had  resolved  to  organlie  a  new  consistory  In 
aom«  way.  Thla  coualatory  had  already  been  cboaen  and  waa  on  tbe  point  of  being 
laMalled.  An  enclosed  writing  gave  the  particulars  of  tbe  complaint.  Ths  com- 
tfalnt  waa  fonnd  to  be  both  of  grave  moment  and  of  dangerons  cbancter,  ao  that, 
Altbongh  It  could  not  be  settled  new  and  here,  It  oonid  not  bear  to  be  postponed. 
80  It  waa  resolved  to  aend  a  Committee  ttaltber  In  tbe  name  of  tbe  Coetus.  Aa  such 
«  Ovnmlttee  waa  appointed: 

B«v.  J.  O.  Fnyenmost                                  elder  Johs.  QerritM 
"    3.  Leydt                                                           SlmoD  Van  Aeradalen 
"     T.  FriellnghnyseA                                           loba,  Decker 
"     B.  Trooman  
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It  wiB  resolved,  also,  that  thli  CommKtee  meet  at  Hackrnaack,  In  the  CbaiA,  ■ 
Mondir,  Jnoe  i,  at  11  o'rlork  In  the  tonaoon;  aod  thai  tikc  Tnutec*  of  HackMwt 
■Dd  SrhraleDbarx.  >■  also  Rct.  G.  Haaghoort,  tbelr  advlaet  [eoiuDlent].  be  notlM. 
and  earnesll;  warned  aEalnat  pivceedlDp  Id  tbelr  codik;  and  tbat  thej  be  b>- 
moDed  to  appear  at  the  time  aDd  place  before  meotloDed.  Rer.  B.  llenlma  n> 
appointed  lo  write  ancb  a  Dotlflcatlon.  Tbe  Cotnmlttee  )•  to  bave  tnrther  butnt 
tlona  In  regard  to  this  matter. 

A  prooeeding  of  tbe  Beopna  Circle  waa  read.  The  AMeroblr  acqnlnced  ta  tbf 
action  taken  oo  the  transference  of  Itev.  B.  Vtooman,  and  accepted  tbe  mattO'if 
BeT.  Henrlcua  Friellnghujaen  for  reference. 

After  thanksElflng  the  Assemblr  Hdjonmed  to  meet  In  the  morning  at  )  o'clott 

Frldar.  Forenoon,  Uajr  30. 

Tbe  Meeting  was  opened  with  prater. 

Bev.  Henlma  preaented  a  drangbt  of  the  letters  to  be  addressed  to  Bev.  HaafhorL 
tbe  Tmateea,  etc.,  at  Hackenaai^k  and  Schratcnbnrg.  re<]neatlng  and  orderinf  tkD 
to  appear  before  the  <'onimlIiee.  The  Assembly  found  the  letters,  which  hli  Bo. 
had  been  commtssloned  to  write,  aatlafactorr,  and  anthorlacd  their  trancmlBliia. 

At  their  own  requcct,  the  Messrs.  Maarltlns  Goetachlua  and  Henrlcui  FrltUit- 
bnysen  were  permitted  lo  come  In.  They  presented  ecclealastlcal  and  otbei  tnU- 
nonlala,  besides  the  calln  eilended  lo  Ihem.  They  requested  tbe  Coetna  to  aid  tb» 
In  aecnrlDg  from  Holland  or  froni  the  CIbbbIb  of  Amsterdam,  the  prMlege  of  imlt- 
Ing  ordination  (promotion]  In  this  iroantiy.  The  eldera.  delegated  by  the  rhnirkH 
also  strongly  nrgod  ChD  reqncst.  In  ilen  of  tbe  nrgency  of  the  rvasons,  tbe  Brr. 
Assembly  agreed  to  attend  to  this  matter.  As  to  their  liberty  of  contlnalni  li 
preaching  and  rntcchlilng,  In  which  the  gentlemen  before  mentioned  hid  almlf 
been  enKSged,  that,  the  Rer.  Assembly  took  for  further  oonaldentlon. 

Report  waa  made  by  the  Committee,  consisting  of  Rers.  R.  Erlckson,  A.  Cnrtenit" 
and  D.  Marlnns.  which,  on  Sept.  19.  ITM,  had  been  sent  to  Fiabklll.  The  matterm 
taken  for  farther  conalderalion. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  lo  meet  at  2:30. 


The  Meellnc.  hating  been  opened  with  prayer,  the  action  of  tbe 
further  consl'lereU.    With  thanks  to  the  gentlemen,  the  Assembly  acquiesced  ulrt 
what  they  had  done. 

ReT,  B.  Monlmu  had  a  number  of  complaints  and  grleranoes  to  preseat.  Hli  Rr*- 
Had  recelTPd  a  loiter  from  fhlrly-elsht  persons,  all  membeni  of  Consistory  l?l  ilh- 
charglug  hlu,  and  declarlag  themselres  no  lonRer  willing  to  reco^iie  bim  as  thil' 
minister,  nr  to  pay  bliu  his  salary,  etc.  They  demanded  also  the  Church  Book.  e(C' 
and  threatened  lo  net  It  by  law.  >-ic,  Sach  a  procednre  was  nnheard  of,  aoecclHl- 
astical  and  nllcrly  unusual.  There  was  also  a  written  complaint  from  the  cooii)' 
tory,  etc.  It  beiiifc  Imposdlblc  to  take  mcasores  In  tbe  case  at  once,  the  AiaeQihlr, 
In  accordance  with  the  proposition  made  In  the  letter,  agreed  tbat  Ber.  Meslw 
should  have  the  liberly  to  choose  a  Committee  for  dealing  with  the  case:  eltW 
three  mlnlslers  and  [three)  elders,  or  three  mlnlstera  only;  or  more  If  need  be." 
Ibpy  togetber  shall  agree  upon,  and  as  shall  beat  aerre  to  lead.  In  aome  way,  tot 
reconciliation,  and  a  good  understanding.  Of  tbla  proposition  Bev.  llenliu  wu 
Informed  Id  writing.  In  the  name  of  tbe  Itev.  Coetua. 

At  bis  request,  Abraham  Cateltas  [EBteltasI  now  came  In.  He  aiked  foe  i> 
appointment  aa  Candidate,  to  preach  In  the  Dnlcb  Cbnrchea  In  the  Engllsb  lu- 
gnage.  He  showed  certlQcalea  of  church -membctablp  and  of  a  conrse  la  coUroi 
studies,  Cpon  doe  deliberation,  answer  was  given  to  tbe  effect  that  tbe  Bn. 
Assembly  was  not  in  a  condition  to  grant  tbe  request,  on  account  of  hU  not  batlU 
a  tbeolDglcnl  testimonial:  and  also  an  expression  of  dealr«  from  aome  chnidc  l<* 
call  him],  etc:  as  also  on  account  of  tbe  limitations  eojolned  on  m  by  the  BK' 
Clasala:  ss  well  as  the  tact  that  hla  charch-memberahlp  waa  of  too  recent  datt, 

Bev.  U.  Van  Binderen  presented  hla  complaint.  It  wai  chiefly  this:  Tbat  Btr.i- 
Cnrtenlns  had  accepted  a  call  of  the  follower*  of  Arondeiu,  In  Muiie  neh  «tr» 
tA«  latter  had  done,  either  tbrongb  the  conalstory,  or  thronxh  meinbei*.  etc,  tti*^ 
waralngi  and  protett*;  thkt  be  ^^4  Ven  alwi  installed  by  It«v.  BltMU;  apW 
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which  the  last  named,  too.  had  been  warned  bj  Rev.  Van  Sinderen.  All  this,  aa 
ReT.  [Thomas]  Romeyn  says,  has  made  matters  worse  than  ever.  In  both  Kings 
and  Qneens  Gonntles.  The  Assembly  decided  that  Rev.  Gnrtenlns  shall  be  Informed 
of  the  fact,  that  the  Complaints  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Coetos  will  have  to 
act  on  them  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  and  follow  them  up  before  the  higher 
Assemblies. 

Whereas  the  signing  of  documents,  etc.,  and  certain  other  matters  of  business 
pertaining  to  Rev.  Frielinghuysen's  Commission,  were  still  unfinished,  the  president 
and  scribe  were,  by  consent  of  all,  given  power  to  complete  that  business. 

It  was  resolved  also  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  on  the  Long  Island  matter. 
As  such  a  Committee  there  were  appointed,  Revs.  B.  Menlma,  8.  Verbryck  and  J. 
Schuneman.  Written  Instructions,  duly  signed,  were  given  them.  The  determining 
ot  time  and  place,  and  the  Issuing  of  summons  being  left  to  them. 

Revs.  B.  Menlma  and  J.  C.  Freyenmoet,  who  were  to  return  the  Coetus  Minute 
Book,  were  charged  to  request  the  special  scribe,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  to  put 
on  record  the  Minutes  of  last  year's  session,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the 
Classls  of  Amsterdam  as  early  as  possible.    This  he  agreed  to  do. 

After  thanksgiving  the  Assembly  adjourned  In  love. 

Done  thus  In  special  session  of  Coetus,  at  New  York,  May  30,  1755. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

Reinht.  Erickson,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Joh.  Leydt,  p.  t.  Scribe. 
Copla  Vera  collata  concordat. 

"245.  11" 


Commission  of  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  by  the  Coetus,  to 
proceed  to  Holland,  to  try  to  raise  funds  for  a  University  for 
the  Dutch  Church.  May  30,  1755.  (Ho  did  not  go  until 
1759.) 


Omnibus  has  Llteras  Lecturls, 
Salutem  In  Domino. 
Quia  ezpedlens  est,  ad 
gloriam  Del  summl  numinis, 
•alutemque  generis  humanl 
conducens,  in  1111s  Terrae 
flnlbns  nupere  Inhabltatis, 
8EMINARIA  VERAE  SOPHIAE,  de- 
mum  aequae  doctrinae  erlgere, 
ot  fillorum  homlnum  saplentia, 
Tirtute,  infucataque  pletate 
imbaerentur: 

Idco  nos,  pas- 
tores,  et  Presbyterl  Reforma- 
tae  Eccleslae  utrlusque  prov- 
Inclae,  nempe  Novo  Eboraco, 
et  Caesariensls  in  America 
Boreall,  pacto  Internes  uni- 
ts te  foederis.  In  coetu  con- 
gregatl  concludimus  in  hisce 
temporlbus  crlticis  summa 
niti  ope,  in  tlmore  Del,  Acad- 
emiam,  scminarlumve  plantare 
ad  juventutem  studlis  destina- 
tam  In  Unguis  doctls,  artl- 
bus  libera  llbus,  sclentilsque 
philosophicls  Instltuendam 
•Itque  Bchola  Prophetarum  in 
qua  joreniles  Lcvltae,  et 
Nattiel  Dei  ad  sacrum  minis- 
terial! rnunua  in  ecclesla  Del 


Our  Salutation  In  the  Lord  to  all 
who  may  read  this  Letter. 
Inasmuch  as  It  Is  expedient  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  conducive  to 
the  salvation  of  men,  to  establish 
In  these  recently  Inhabited  ends  of 
the  earth  SEMINARIES  OF  TRUE 
PHILOSOPHY  as  well  as  of  sound 
doctrine,  that  men  may  be  Imbued  with 
the  principles  of  human  wisdom,  vir- 
tue, and  unostentatious  piety: 

Therefore 
we.  pastors  and  elders  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  of  both  provinces— 
viz.,  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  In 
America— being  assembled  In  a  Coe- 
tus, and  having  established  an  alli- 
ance among  ourselves,  do  resolve  In 
these  present  critical  times  to 
strive  with  all  our  energy,  and  in 
the  fear  of  God,  to  plant  a  univer- 
sity or  seminary  for  young  men  des- 
tined for  study  in  the  learned  lan- 
guages and  in  the  liberal  arts,  and 
who  are  to  be  Instructed  in  the 
philosophical  sciences;  also  that 
It  may  be  a  school  of  the  prophets 
In  which  young  Levltes  and  Nazarites 
of  God  may  be  prepared  to  enter  upon 
the  sacred  ministerial  office  In  the 
church  of  God. 


3552 


EccLBsiAsncAL  Bbcobds 


1755 


obeondom  preparentur. 

Bnim- 
▼ero  dom  reglo  Dostra  ad  hoc 
nova  est,  et  non  tanto  aere 
praedita  est,  quantum  ad  opus 
praescrlptum  requlrltur,  ideo 
masn(^>ere  petimus  ab  omuibus 
bene  dlsposttis,  Imploramus- 
que  eoe  Tellnt  nobis  argent! 
Buccurrere  manu  dando  aliquid 
ad  promotlonem  magni,  et  maz- 
Ime  necessaril  operis  suscepti. 

Bt  nos  delegamus,  et 
auctorltate  hisce  literis 
munimus  Reyerendum  Domlnum 
Tbeodorum  Frelinghuysen,  Al- 
banlensis  eccleslae  Refonnatae 
Pastorem  fldellsslmum,  petl- 
tlonem  nostram  humilUmam, 
ubicunque,  Providentia  Dei 
Tlam  pandet,  proferre,  ratlon- 
es  ponderosas  hujus  propositi 
plenius  ezplleare,  dona  accl- 
pere.  et  in  omnibus  sic  agere 
ut  ilii  utile,  et  necessarlum 
Tidebitur  ad  promotlonem  rei 
predictae;  daturus  fratribus 
unitate  faederatis  de  omnibus 
accuratam  rationem. 

Oramus 
igitur,  Tellt  Deus  Omnisuffl- 
ciens  iter  suum  trans  Ooeanum 
feilx,  et  prosperum  reddere, 
anlmos,  et  manus  bene  disposi- 
torum  aperrire.  et  eorum  dona 
nobis  coilata  largiter  remu- 
nerare  in  hoc,  et  in  seculo 
futuro. 

Actum  in  caetuaii  conyen- 
tu  nostro  habito  Neo  Eboraco, 
die  trlgesimo  mensis  Mali  An- 
no Domini  Nostri  MiUeslmo, 
Beptingentesimo,  Quisquagesimo 
quinta 

Bx  nomine,  et  auctorltate 
totius  Coetus. 


Indeed,  beeause  oir 
country  is  yet  new,  and  not  ponsss- 
ed  of  so  great  wealth  as  Is  required 
for  the  work  prescribed,  therefore 
we  earnestly  beseech  all  the  well 
disposed,  and  Implofe  them  to  be 
willing  to  help  us  with  the  power  of 
money,  by  glylng  something  for  the 
promotion  of  this  great  and  peculiar- 
ly necessary  work  which  we  haye  un- 
dertaken; 

and  we  hereby  delegate  aad 
do  appoint,  by  our  authority  and 
this  present  Instrument,  the  Bey. 
Domine  Theodore  Frellnghuysen.  the 
yery  faithful  pastor  of  the  Befonned 
Church  at  Albany,  to  presoit  our 
most  humble  petition  wbereyer  the 
proyidence  of  God  may  open  up  a  mj, 
and  to  explain  more  fully  the  weigh- 
ty reasons  of  this  our  proposition; 
to  receiye  donations,  and  in  all 
circumstances  to  act  as  may  seem 
good  to  him  and  necessary  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  matter  aboye  men- 
tioned.   He  will  also  giye.  In  behalf 
of  the  brethren  united  in  this  alU- 
ancOk  an  exact  account  of  all  thinfi. 
We  therefore  pray  that  the  all-suf- 
ficient God  will  giye  him  a  pleasant 
voyage  across  the  ocean  and  a  pros- 
perous return,  and  will  open  the 
hearts  and  the  hands  of  the  well 
disposed,  and  bountifully  reward 
them  for  their  gifts  contributed  to 
us,  both  in  this  world  and  In  the 
world  to  c<Hne. 

Done  in  our  Coetus  ConyentioD, 
held  In  New  York  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  May,  1756.    In  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  whole  Coe- 
tus. 


Reinhardt  Brlckaon,  p.  t. 
Johannes  Leydt,  p.  L  Scriba.. 
Benjamin  Meynema, 
Ulpianus  yan  Sinderin, 
Johannes  Henrlcus  Goetschius, 
J.  C.  Fryenmoet, 
Samuel  Verbryck. 
Dayid  Marinus, 
Barent  Vrooman, 
Johannes  Schuneman. 
Thomas  Romeyn. 
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OoBBiePOITDSKOB    FBOM   AuBEICA. 

The  Coetna  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Ma;  30,  1755. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

To  the  Terr  atv,  Clanls  of  Amsterdam. 

'err  Bev.  and  Verr  Learned  Bin  and  Bretbren: 

^Ithonxh  It  Ilea  freah  In  tbe  memory  of  tbe  Coetna,  that  the  Be*.  ClaaaU  bai 
ttslBted  that  no  [ortber  regueatB  be  made  lor  permlaalon  to  ordain  [promote]  more 
onnj;  men  to  tbe  ucreil  Oospel  mlnlatry  In  tbla  conntrr;  and  reasona  tberefore 
rcre  glTen.  whlcb.  Is  tbomielTes,  were  not  without  weight;  and  altbouib  we  wonld 
Jladly  bave  acquiesced  la  ordlnatlonR  [promotlMia]  on);  by  the  Ber.  Clanla.  and 
tana  bare  observed  tbat  part  of  the  good  order  of  wblch  they  make  meatlon.  It 
iCJler  parts  of  said  good  order,  and,  especially,  pressing  circumstances  bad  not  com- 
■elltd  tu;  yet,  Bev.  Sirs.  It  happens  that,  on  that  very  account,  we  feel  ourselTea 
tn  ooD«clence  coaatralDed  and  compelled  to  renew  onr  requests.  And  so  we  now 
lo,  and  that  for  two  IndlTldnals.  npon  the  earnest  desire  of  certain  chnrcbea.  Thdr 
SicnnutanccB  are  gnch,  that  when  they  are  more  fully  made  known,  we  trost,  year 
K«n.  wlU  not  only  Jnstlfy  out  reqne«t,  but  also  giTe  your  pennlssloa  and  approTal 
n  the  matter. 

One  of  tbeee  Indlvldnals  la  [John]  Uaatltlus  aoetschlua,  a  man,  so  far  as  we 
CKow,  of  Chrtstlan  cbaracler.  and  of  a  peace-loving  dlsposlllon.  He  Is  a  brotbei  of 
K«t.  [John]  HenrlcuB  Qoetschlua,  nnder  whom  he  atadled  for  some  yesrs.  He  tben 
>«Ued  for  Holland  with  a  view  to  tbe  ministry.  He  went  to  Swttierland,  bowever. 
ksd,  after  having  attended  aa  Academy  [University]  tliere,  he  became  a  doctor  of 
■Mdldne.  Sometime  ago  be  came  back  again.  Having  practiced  medicine  success- 
tvlly  for  a  time,  he  felt  onstiBlned  to  serve  the  Chnrch.  UndeD  Rev.  Theodore 
■*tlellnghuysen  [of  Albany]  be  Sited  himself  In  theology,  the  Hebrew  language,  etc.; 
kjid  now  he  has  received  a  call  to  Stone  Arabia,  a  German  Reformed  Chnrch,  north 
M  Albany.  For  some  time  past,  this  church  has  been  Imposed  Dpon,  tossed  aboot 
^ad  tnjored  by  Gennan  [ministerial]  tramps.  It  la  far  distant  and  has  little 
tttrength;  bnt  It  ItKiga  for  the  Gospel  ministry.  It  has  accordingly  addreased  Itself 
kv  our  Coetus  for  belp,  snd  partlcnlarly  aa  to  this  matter.  If  not  helped  now  In  this 
^ay,  and  being  unable  to  bear  the  expense  of  a  voyage  to  Holland,  [by  a  man  seek- 
Lng  ordination]  It  ts  liable  to  become  totally  scattered. 

The  other  Individual  Is  Henrlcns  Frlellnghnysen,  a  young  man  atMut  twenty-ons 
tears  of  age,  posseased  of  eicellent  Ideas,  and  of  a  discerning  Judgmeat.  These  are 
Matnral  gifts,  common  to  the  Frlellnghnysen  fatnll)-,  and  not  unknown  to  your  Reva. 
%e,  too,  by  studying  under  his  brothers  from  his  childhood,  baa  enlarged  his  gUts. 
■0  tbat  bla  knowledge  and  emdltloD  are  by  no  means  small.  At  flrat  Indeed,  he  did 
«ot  have  the  Gospel  ministry  In  view.  Bat  at  length  be  was  Induced  to  give  himself 
tc  It.  He  baa  now.  In  a  private  examination  held  for  him,  by  Reva.  ITreyenmoet, 
Terbryck  and  Vrooman,  given  aatlsfactory  proof  of  bla  knowledge  In  theology  as 
well  aa  In  other  brancbea.  And  he  has  already  received  a  call  from  the  cbarcb 
where  his  brother  Jacobus  bad  been  called,  namely,  at  Hormelton  [Marbletown]. 
Tbla  church  still  feels  the  heavy  expense  [of  having  sent  Jacobua  Frlellnghnysen 
to  Holland],  and  the  sad  loss  of  Its  formerly  called  minister,  whom,  sfter  so  many 
straggles  and  socb  long  waiting,  it  bad  at  last  secured,  but  was  never  privileged  to 
heboid  as  Its  [settled]  mlnlaler.  An  express  condition,  therefore,  made  In  this  call, 
Is.  tbat  he  mutt  receive  ordination  [promotion]  In  this  country;  otherwise  the  call 
will  be  cancelled.  80  It  was,  therefore,  that  although  he  felt  Inclined  to  go  across 
the  ocean,  even  at  his  own  expense,  yet  he  could  by  no  mesns  do  so;  for  tbe  risk 
connected  with  It,  as  well  as  other  ressons,  had  to  be  taken  Into  account.  Such 
being  tbe  case,  and  the  chnrch  as  well,  being  strongly  determined,  we  could  Dot 
coDsetenUODSly  tcfnae  to  make  again  this  reqnest;  namely,  that  the  Goetua,  In  tbe 
■Bioe  of  tb«  Clasala,  sboold  have  power  given  It,  to  qualify  these  two  young  men. 


^♦*i.  .rl 
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Nor  can  we  donbt  that  yonr  Revs,  will  accede  to  such  request.     In  expeditki 
whereof,  after  wishing  yoo,  Rct.  Sirs  and  Fathers,  ererj  blesstng,  we  rcBtte 

Your  Revs.  Servants. 

Signed  in  the  name  of  the  Coetua, 

R.  Erlckson,  p.  L  Pima. 
J.  Leydt.  p.  t.  Scribe. 

Done  In  special  session  of  our  Coetns  at  New  York,  May  SO,  1756. 
Copia  collata  Concordat. 

P.  8.  We  are  absolutely  necessitated.  Rev.  Sirs,  to  repeat  this  reqoeit  era 
before  we  have  obtained  an  answer,  and  to  urge  it,  with  the  following  reasooi; 

1.  The  well-known  war,  which  makes  the  sea  altogether  onsafe.  and  which  pmHi 
especially  upon  our  country.  This  Induces  those  churches  to  say  further,  tkat  th« 
young  men  shall  not  go  across  the  sea  [for  ordination],  for  they  dread  the  pMriUby 
of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

2.  Those  churches  are  located  on  the  borders,  and  are  thus  exposed,  moie  tin 
others,  to  the  inroads  of  the  barbarians.  This  not  only  makes  the  need  of  mttIm 
for  them  the  greater,  but  It  also  makes  it  unsafe,  yea,  even  dangerous,  for  mlnirtRi 
to  go  to  supply  them;  for  the  Indians  are  in  the  habit  of  lurking  along  thewtTH 
like  wolves,  watching  for  blood. 

8.  If  we  obtain  no  authority  for  the  ordination   [promotion],  then  the  ekuvfea 

are  lost  to  us.    This  has  now  become  plain;  for  we  have  with  dlfflculty  witkhril 

them  from  going  over  to  other  denominations,  and  have  only  quieted  them  bf  the 

promise  of  once  more  repeating  this  request 

young  men  shall  not  go  across  the  sea  [for  ordination],  for  they  dread  the  poolbURy 

that  the  Rev.  Classls  will  not  be  able  conscientiously  to  refuse  our  request;  oeithir 

will  it  want  to  do  so.    We  ask.  therefore,  that  the  answer  may  be  sent  us  u  m« 

as  possible,  either  by  the  way  of  England,  or  by  some  other  way,  cost  what  h  B17. 

Thus  may  we  be  In  a  condition  to  save  the  churches  and  to  keep  them  In  sabonUBi- 

tion  to  your  Revs.,  as  well  as  to  good  order.    We  are  eagerly  awaiting  an  answer tt 

our  former  proceedings,  which  were  sent  on  a  year  ago.    We  shall  now  gire  orden 

to  send  on  the  present  also;  and  we  ask  that  answers  be  sent  us  under  cotci; 

addressed  to  Mr.  Jorls  Brlnkerhoff,  merchant  at  New  York.    We  remain. 

Your  Revs.  Obedient  Servants, 

In  the  name  of  the  Coetus,  In  regular  session. 

Samuel  Verbryck,  p.  t  Prwiei 

B.  Vrooman.  p.  t.  Scrlba. 
Dated  New  York,  this  7th  of  October,  1756. 

No.  259.    Answered,  Jan.  11,  1757. 


The  College  and  the  Dutch  Church. 

The  Additional  Charter,  for  a  Dutch  Divinity  Professorship  In  Kings  College,  pi** 

sented  and  approved.  May  3D,  1756. 

At  a  Council,  etc..  etc.,  the  30th  of  May,  1756. 

Frncnt,  the  Honorable  James  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  Lieut. -Gov.,  etc. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Chambers, 

Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Holland. 

The  draft  of  an  additional  charter  to  the  Governors  of  the  College  of  the  Prcrtaw 
of  New  York,  In  the  City  of  New  York,  In  America,  for  establishing  a  ProfeswrrtiP 
in  Divinity  for  the  Instruction  of  such  youth  as  may  intend  to  devote  themselrci  to 
the  ministry  in  these  churches  In  this  Province  that  are  In  communion  with  vA 
conform  to  the  doctrine,  discipline  and  worship  established  in  the  United  PiorlBCM 
by  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  and  any  other  students  that  may  be  deiliooi  to 
attend  his  lectures  was  laid  before  the  Board,  read  and  approved  of,  and  tlie  Oom- 
cil  humbly  advise  his  Honour  to  fix  the  seal  of  the  Province  to  the  «■*  ^^ 
engrossed  and  prepared  for  it. 


r 
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The  Additional  Chabteb. 

"Additional  Cbarter"  to  tlie  Cliacter  of  Kings  Coll^ice,  atlonlDg  ■  Ptotemor  of 
DlTinltj  to  be  appointed  therein  by  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York  City;  upoD  tha 
peraoDBl  application  of  Rev.  JobQ  RltEemn,  Senior  mlnUter  of  raid  cburch.  ITK, 
Hay  30.     [See  Oct.  SI.  17U.] 

"That  the  Dutch  here  shall  enjojr  the  llbertj  of  their  conscieacea  tn 

DlTlne  Wonblp  and  Church  Discipline there  maj  sad  ihail  be  In  the 

Mid  College,  a  ProfeBBor  of  Dlvlulty  of  Ibe  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  tor 
the  iDatmctlon  of  such  youth  as  may  Intend  to  deTots  themselTee  to  the  Sacred 

Ulnlatrr  of  this  Chureh,  In  this  our  Prorlnce  of  New  York  Such 

FrofeaaOF  shall  be  from  time  to  time,  and  st  all  llmca  hereafter.  Dominated,  chosen 
and  appointed,  by  tbe  Ministers,  FJlden  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Datch  Chnrcb  in  the  City  of  New  York  tor  tbe  time  being,  wben  they  shall  see  nt 

i»  make  ancb  nomination,  choice  and  appointment  Provided  always 

■neb  Professor,  so  to  be  chosen  from  time  to  time  by  them,  be  a  member  of.  and 
In  cammunlon  with  the  Said  Reformed  FrotestSDt  Dutch  Chnrch." 

—See  Corvint  UaHual  of  tAe  Rrlomei  CHurth,  4tb  ed.  1M2,  pp,  lOT-llS.  IGS.  GT8-S. 

Bee  also  under  detea  of  Oct.  1.  18,  X;  Not.  1.  4.  ITHi  and  Uay  7,  U.  ISi  June  3.  t, 
11;  Ang.  II.  13.  ITEEi  Dec.  I.  17B«. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstsbdah. 
Letters  to  Pemisylvania, 
1755,  June  Ist.     Art.  6.     The  Committee  on  Pennsylvania 
affairs  handed  over  three  letters,  drawn  up  by  them  according  to 
resolutions  of  the  Eev.  Depp.  Utriuaque  Synodi,  and  of  this 
'  Clasaie :  namely,  one  to  the  Coetus,  one  to  Kev.  Seheatter,  and  one 
to  Rev.  Kubel.     A  committee  was  appointed  to  hear  those  letters 
read,  and,  if  satisfactory,  to  send  them  off.     The  Committee 
having  expressed  its  complete  satbfaction  therewith,  the  forward- 
ing of  those  letters  was  determined  on.     xiii.  49. 

Final  and  Preparatory  Examination  of  Revs.  Erouwer,  Jakson, 
and  Van  Herwerden. 
Art,  8.  William  Jabaon  handed  over  his  academical  and 
ecclesiastical  certificates,  with  an  accompanying  call  from  the 
chnrches  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island,  in  North  America.  He 
asks  to  be  examined  preparatorily  and  finally.  This  was  granted 
him,  on  the  condition  that  before  his  admission  to  the  ministerial 
office,  he  make  declaration  that  be  will  not  co-operate  (lit.  con- 
spire) in  any  plans  to  promote  the  erection  of  an  independent 
Claaeis  or  Academy  in  New  York  or  the  neighboring  provinces, 
vithont  the  consent  of  the  Classis.  xiii.  49,  50. 


3566  Ecclesiastical  Recobdb 

17BS 

(William  Jakson.) 
William  Jakson's  semiOB  was  on  Eccles.  12 :1,  and  the  chsptoi 
asBigned  liim  in  the  languages  were  Psalm  2  and  John  1.  Bntn 
little  satisfaction  was  given  by  him  that  the  Assembly  rejected  him 
for  the  present,  with  the  privilege  that  he  might  offer  himself 
once  more  for  examinatioii,  when  he  shall  have  advanced  further, 
xiii.  61. 

The  OotLEGB  ajsd  the  Dutch  CmiECK. 
The  Additional  Charter  to  the  Charter  of  Kings  College  prewnted 
to  the  Trustees,  June  3,  5,   1755,  and  d^osited  with  th» 
Treasurer  of  the  College,  and  ordered  printed. 

June  I.  IS- 
Mr.  Banyar,  Deputy  Gocreturr  of  tblB  Province  froai  hie  Hododt  tbo  LlCTKoOt 
aovernor  preiented  hit  MBJp«tl(>'i  Addltianal  CtiBrter  to  lh«  Goventon  of  the  CW- 
lese  of  the  ProvlDce  of  New  York.  !□  tbe  City  of  New  York  in  AmericB.  tor  tdlk- 
lUhlDg  a  ProteMOr  Id  Dlrinlt;  In  the  said  OollCEv  atKordlns  to  the  Doctrlnv,  DUrt- 
pUno  and  Worahlp  Mtsbllshed  bj  the  National  Sj-nod  of  Dort.  and  then  wlttidnv. 
The  uld  Additional  Charter  boltiE  read:    It  wai  tiier^apon 
SaOtetd,  That  t3ie  TteaitiiTcr.  Mr.   Barclay,   Mr.  RIUeioB,  Dr.  Johnxan  and  Mt 
LliIMDard  be  a  Camuilttoe  to  wa\t  upon  his  Booor  the  Lleol.-Gareraor,  to  iMm 
him  tlie  thank!  of  tbts  Board  for  the  tame.  I 

OriertO.  That  tbe  said  Additional  CbBrtpr  be  lodged  nitb  the  Treasarer  «f  tkt 
p  OOTporatlon;  wblcb  nas  delivered  to  bim  accordlnElf. 

At  a  Coancll.  etc.,  etc.,  tbe  ttb  ot  Jane,  ITM 

Ordered,  That  the  additional  charter  granted  to  the  OoTemor  of  the  CoUffc  o( 
tbe  Province  of  New  York,  In  the  City  of  New  York,  In  America,  for  the  <MabB«k- 
Ins  a  Dntch  Profesaorablp  In  DWlnlty  be  printed. 

(This  additional  Charter  I>  not  on  Record  In  tbe  olBct  of  th«  Se«ietary  of  Btitt  it 
Albany.) 

Chubch  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  June  9,  1755. 
Ccaisistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name.  Present,  dcHnines 
Ritzema  and  De  Ronde.  Elders ;  Cuyler,  de  Peystea-,  liefEerte, 
Johnson,  Brinckerboff ;  Deacons,  W.  de  Peyster,  Van  Wjck,  Bxj, 
Livingston,  Meyer,  Keteltas,  Brevoort,  Bogart;  Church  Maat^s: 
G.  W.  Beekman,  Lott,  Roosevelt.     Resolved, 

1.  That  the  act  and  confirmation  be  delivered  to  Deputy  Secre- 
tary Banyer,  to  bo  placed  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Ck>unoiL 

2.  That  a  notice  be  affixed  to  the  Church-door  of  the  Uuor 
of  Fordham  to  the  effect  that  all  who  are  in  arrears  of  rent  bIuO 
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y  the  same  b;  August  let  to  Capt.  Abel  Hardenbrock  in  New 
irk;  otherwise  they  must  expect  to  be  arreBted  without  further 
lay. 

3,  That  the  Great  Consistory  be  called  to  meet  on  the  matter 
the  Manor  at  4  o'clock  on  Thursday  afternoon,  June  12. 

Chdboh  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordbam,  Church  not  to  be  sold. 

New  York,  June  12,  1755. 
Great  Consistory  held. 
Aiter  calling  on  God's  name,  the  President  stated,  that  the  last 
eat  Consistory  had  consented  to  petition  for  power  to  sell  the 
uior  of  Fordham ;  that  the  Act  of  Assembly  was  not  confirmed 
England ;  and  that  the  question  now  was,  whether  all  was  still 
the  same  mind ;  and  were  willing  to  sell.     It  was  unanimously 
reed  to  sell,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Buling  Consis- 
y,  to  manage  the  matter  as  they  thought  beet. 
The  Ruling  Consirtory  further  resolved  to  request  the  Elders, 
hnson  and  Lefferta,  and  the  deacona,  Philip  Ijvingston  and 
eodore  Van  Wyck,  to  speak  first  to  Mr.  Pieter  do  Lancy,  who 
was  understood,  wished  to  buy  the  whole  (Manor),  and  see  if 
ly  could  come  to  an  agreement  respecting  the  Manor,  excepting 
I  church ;  and  report  to  the  Consistory.     This  they  agreed  to  do. 

TinON  OP  THE  TrUBTBES  OF  KlKo's  COIXEOB  TO  TUB 
ASSBHBLT,     FOB     THE     MoSEYS     R&ISED     BT    LOTTBET     FOB    A 

Gollboe;  JmiB  12,  1755. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Assembly,  VoL  ii.,  pp.  446-7. 

petition  of  snadrT  o(  the  QoTcruora  of  the  College  of  the  PtotIdcb  of  New  York, 
be  City  of  New  York.  Id  America,  was  presented  to  tbe  BoDse  and  read.  aettlDB 
A  that  for  Boni«  time  paat  aereral  coDBlderable  anmi  of  moner  bad  been  nleed 
■Ma  CotoDT  b;  public  loCterlea  and  tbe  dotlea  on  excise,  which  waa,  by  Acta  of 

LeiUlatnre^  vested  In  Tmsteea,  and  appropriated  tor  the  fonndlns  and  erectlbE 
.  tclabllBhlDfc  a  College  or  Semltiarr  of  leamlng,  for  the  education  and  Inetmc- 
1  of  ronth:  that  tbe  uld  Trasteei  In  consequence  of  tbeir  appointment,  and  Of 

Act*  of  tbe  Assembt)'  aforesaid,  did  abonC  a  tweWe-mooth  since  open  a  Public 
olnary,  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  BeTerend  Bamnel  Johnson,  whom 
1  iDTlted  and  called  from  Stratford,  In  New  Bnglmd,  as  President,  to  begin  and 
ry  on  tbe  same;  bat  finding  the  adTsncement  of  tbe  said  Seminary  would  t>e 
(tly  ntardcd  for  want  of  aeyeral  powen  and  prlTllegea  with  which  the  nelgb- 
taif  MnltwrlM  wer«  rested,  snch  aa  making  laws  for  tbe  good  government  of  the 
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•tndenta.  aod  conferring  d^grcM  and  bonora.  aocb  as  ars  naiullj  grtjUeA  bj  Ctt- 
legea,  did  therefore  p«(ltloa  bla  Honor,  tbe  LleiileDaDt-Govenior  In  CcnmeU,  at 
obtain  bla  Hojeatr'a  Leilen  ratent  of  Incorporation,  Krantlng  nnto  tlw  peUtkMa 
tbe  powers  and  prlTllegea  aforeaald  wberebr  there  1e  how  the  Kremteat  pnavKf' 
•ncceM,  and  it  la  boped  that  by  some  fatore  aHlslance  and  eneoaragvioeDt  II  affl 
fall7  answer  tbe  good  and  laudable  Intentions  of  tbe  Legislature: 

Tbat  tbe  said  petitioners,  considering  It  wonid  tend  to  tbe  promoting  of  mid  Oil- 
lege  to  bare  a  Professor  of  Dlvinltj  tbereln.  Id  communion  with  and  conforMtlt  It 
tbe  doctrine,  discipline  end  worsblii  established  in  tbe  United  ProTineea  bj  Ot 
Natlonat  Synod  of  Dort,  tor  the  benefit  of  sacb  studenta  as  may  tend  for  tin  Band 
Ulnlstrj,  or  snch  otben<  sa  may  be  dcHlruns  to  Httend  bla  lectnres.  pedttoDcd  U 
Honor,  tbe  Lieutenant  GOTcmor  in  Couarll.  lor  his  Majeely's  additional  LettKi- 
Patent  for  that  purpose,  which  were  readily  granted,  whereby  tbe  nomlnatloa  at 
appointment  of  ancb  Professor  Is  vested  In  the  MlniBtera,  Elders  and  Deanaf  d 
the  Beformed  Proteatant  Dnlt-h  Cburch  In  Ihls  City;  and  the  a«ld  Profeoor  b  tt 
enjoy  tbe  same  rights  and  prlvileKes  hb  other  I'roFessors  In  tbe  aald  Collrfe,  u  li 
and  by  the  said  Charter,  readj  to  be  produi.'pd.  will  more  fully  at  larse  appnr: 

That  upon  the  petitioners  being  swom  and  quallflcd  to  execute  tbe  offlce  of  Gor- 
emors  of  said  College,  the  Rector  snd  Inhabitants  of  tbe  City  of  New  Yoti,  b 
commanlon  of  the  Cbnir^h  of  England,  as  by  law  eatabllahed,  did,  for  tbe  tiegsi- 
agement,  promoting  and  fonvaTdlng  the  Bald  good  design,  eiecnte  and  deliTtt  i^ 
them  the  legal  coureynnces  foe  a  certain  parcel  of  land  In  tbe  West  Ward  of  tUt 
City,  of  apwards  of  three  thonsand  pounds  Talue,  wbich  tbey  generotulj  olTendul 
aet  apart  for  tbat  purpose,  being  moBt  pleasantly  and  conveniently  attiuted  fn  Ikt 
building  and  use  of  a  College.' 

Tbat  the  petitioners,  being  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  and  genennia  cd*- 
catlon  of  youth  In  tbe  liberal  arte  and  s(!leni'e«.  to  the  Province  In  general,  is  wfl 
■s  to  this  City  In  particular,  are  r.'ady  and  willing  lo  tbe  utmost  of  Ibelr  ps"' 
faithfully  to  eiceuie  the  trust  re[)OBed  In  tbcni;  and  therefore  humbly  praying  tte 
Honorable  House  will  hi  all  tlnicB  bbkIbI.  prole<-t  and  connlenance  tbem  thenii. 
and  particularly  that  they  will  be  favorably  plesHod  to  pass  a  bill  In  order  (a  vtfl 
in  tbe  petitioners  for  tbo  uses  aforesaid  the  several  sums  of  money  bo  as  itonall 
raised  by  public  lottery,  and  (he  duties  on  exclxe,  witb  tbe  IncreoBe  or  profit  actriX 
tbereby;  and  also  grant  onto  (belli  Kucb  further  and  iitber  BsaistaQce  sad  encoB- 
agement  tbe  better  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  Deetul  work  aforesaid,  si  to  tit 
Honorable  House  sball  seem  reasonable  and  ronslalent  wItb  tbe  public  good. 

A  Motion  was  made  by  Mi.  Cornell  to  postpone  lo  the  next  meeting  of  tbls  Bam. 
after  the  flntt  day  of  ^plemher  next,  and  Ibe  queellou  l>elng  put  thereon  tt  n 
carried  In  the  alSntiatlve.  In  Ihe  laanm.T  following:  aUrmatlve,  11:  negative  1 
(Tbe  names  are  given  In  the  Jourial.) 

After  a  warm  and  protracted  debate  of  a  year.  It  naa  ordered  that  one-halfri 
these  moneys  be  given  to  Ihe  College,  and  the  other  half  to  tbe  Corporation  of* 
City  of  New  York  tor  a  Peat'bouae.  [iSes  Coririn's  JTaniial,  Sra  ed.,  1879,  p.  17  ;  fU  ^ 
ItOl,  107.    Also  Act  of  Dec.  1,  17M.1 

CoRttBSPOm>ENCB  FBOM    AUEBICA. 

Ilev,  Anthonius  Curteniua,  of  Flatbush,  to  the  Classis  of  Aimtw- 
dam,  June  21,  1755. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 
Addressed  on  tbe  outside: 


Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ.  Ministers  as  well  aa  BIden.  wba« 

Btltute  the  Rev.  Clasals  of  Amsterdam: 

Remarkable  In  deed  are  tbe  words  we  Pead  in  Ptov.  21:1.  "The  king's  bearl  H 

tbe  band  of  Jehovah;  as  tbe  n-aterconrses.  He  tametb  It  whltberaoerer  He  vD 

Of  this  I  have  become  aware  -by  Ibe  wonderful  guidance  of  tbe  Host  Hlgk.   P 
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the  old  and  real  coailitorlea  of  the  Ave  TlllaKes,  nunelr,  Flatboib,  Brooklrn,  Bash- 
MiSf.  New  Ameaton  and  New  Uttecbt.  iltoated  In  Kings  Count;  on  Lodb  iBTa'ad. 
had  tlieir  hearta  Incitned,  <n  the  name  and  b;  the  anthorlt;  Of  far  tbe  greater  Oam- 
ber  ot  memberi  In  the  Reformed  Dntcb  Cbnrchea  of  the  aCoreaald  vlllagea,  to  call 
me  as  their  reKUlar  pastor  and  tearher.  In  the  place  of  Rev.  Jobn  Arondeus,  who 
went  back  to  Holland  last  year.  At  first,  when  two  delegatea  from  the  conalstory 
cam«  to  bring  me  tbe  call,  I  stood  amased,  and  thonght  bj  myaelf,  how  wondertal 
U  the  Lord's  guidance  In  m;  being  called  there:  for  I  had  never  even  beard  of  their 
tuning  It  Id  their  colnd  to  call  me.  Then  thCT  related  to  mc  how  wonderfnllr  Ood's 
hand  bad  t>eeD  at  work  In  tbe  matter.  The;  aald  that  tbe  Cb  arch  •Commit  tee, 
anthortaed  by  tbe  Churches  to  choose  a  minister,  had  In  mind  two  mlnlaten. 
namelr.  Rev.  Van  Hoevenberg  and  Rev.  FrcjeDmoet;  that  tbef  were  expecting 
snrelr  to  make  a  choice  of  one  of  them,  for  tbelr  regular  pastor  and  teacher. 
When  tbe  conslstorlea  bad  come  together,  two  days  before  a  choice  was  to  he  made, 
It  bappened  that  a  certain  person  of  tbe  chnrch  [kerkpersoon]  mentioned  my  per- 
mn  at  tbelr  meeting.  So,  when  the  day  bad  come  to  choose  a  mtolMer  for  tbe 
ebarche«,  my  person  was  named  again  at  tbelr  meeting.  Then  Ood  so  Inclined  tbelr 
heart*  that,  wltbln  su  honr's  time,  by  onanlmons  vote,  they.  In  the  name  of  tbe 
cbDTcbea,  elected  me,  as  their  regnlar  pastor  and  teacher  for  the  Ave  aforesaid 
TlUagea.    See  document.  Letter  A. 

To  me,  and  to  hundreds  of  other  people.  It  seemed  wonderfal  that  that  election 
a  letter  to  the  consistories,  stating  tbat  I  would  take 
one  month.  I  also  asked  them  to  be  so  good,  mean- 
while, as  to  come  to  me  to  New  York,  to  confer  farther  on  this  matter;  requesting 
them  also  to  be  pleased  to  bring  wltb  tbem  the  lists  from  each  Tillage  of  those  who 
dealred  me  for  tbelr  regular  pastor  and  teacher.  I  tound  tbat  as  many  as  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  odd  peiwns,  of  Befonned  Chnrch  families,  desired  mc  as  their 
minister.  When  one  considers  such  a  fact,  and  loofas  at  It  In  tbe  light  of  Qod's 
Word,  he  llnds  that  (he  regular  calling  of  a  pastor  and  teacher  lies  with  the  chureb, 
aa  in  Acts  11:23,  etc.;  1  Cor.  3:23,  2  Cor.  4:5,  and  other  places.  See  document. 
Latter  B. 

Thla  gave  me  proof,  sufficiently  convincing,  of  my  being  called  of  tbe  Lord. 
NeTertbelese.  1  was  not  willing  to  give  my  word,  before,  as  I  told  tbe  conslatorlea. 
they  bad  proposed  certain  Articles  of  Peace  to  Re».  Van  SInderen  and  his  consis- 
tory. The  Peace  Articles  were,  accordingly,  drawn  ap.  Then  said  I.  "1  should  like 
to  see  BeT.  Van  Slnderen's  salary  as  sccnre  as  my  own."  Tbey  answered  me,  "If 
BeT.  Tan  Sluderen  accepts  tbese  Peace  Artlclea,"  (tbls  will  be  so.]  An  elder  from 
Flatbnsh  then  aald  to  me,  tbat  he  (Van  SInderen]  would  bare  !S  pounds  from 
Flatbusb  Tillage  atone,  as  well  as  myself:  also  all  the  other  condstories  promised 
t4>  do  tbelr  several  parts,  In  seeing  what  they  coDid  raise  among  their  cburcbes  by 
Tolnntary  contribution.  I  then  said.  "If  be  accepts  these  Peace  Artlclea,  I  promise 
that,  after  I  shall  have  been  Installed  In  my  office,  I  will  go  wltb  bim  throngh  the 
&Te  Tillages  from  bouse  to  bouse,  to  declare  before  every  Indlvldaal  of  all  tbe  con- 
gregations, tbat  I  had  not  come  to  the  cbnrches  to  keep  up  the  quarrels  which  had 
*a  long  preTalled  among  them;  but  that.  U  It  should  please  God  to  bless  my  ministry, 
all  inch  things  must  vanish  away.    See  document.  Letters  C.  D.  P. 

It  grieved  me  tbat  all  tbese  adTancea  were  repelled  by  bIm  and  bis  consistory. 
Bee  dacnment  Letter  E.  Although  I  perceived,  that.  In  spite  of  ever;  effort  on  my 
part  to  secure  tbe  restoration  of  peace  In  those  churches.  Rev.  Van  gindereu  and  his 
consistory  continued  to  oppose  that  targe  nnmber  of  people  In  those  chnrches. 
NeverthelesB,  I  did  not  want  to  resist  the  will  of  Qod.  I  declared  at  last,  that.  In 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.  1  accepted  the  divine  call,  and  that  In  tbe  strength  of  the 
Laid.  I  would  come  over  to  them. 

Bo  In  the  beginning  of  April  my  relation  [at  Hackensack]  was  dissolved,  and  on 
Hay  8th.  1?U,  that  being  Ascension  Day,  I  was  by  the  Bev.  Johannes  Bltiema, 
Installed  in  ofDce.  My  bomble  request  now  Is.  tbat  It  may  please  your  very  Revs., 
to  approve  this  divine  call;  and  then  I  donbt  not  that  those  chnrches  will  soon  be 
rearored  to  reat  and  pence.  I  woold  tiave  asked  yonr  Revs,  for  approval  of  this 
dlvln*  call  before  I  went  over  to  those  cbnrches,  but  there  was  danger  In  delaj. 
for  aa  moo  as  Bev.  Van  SInderen  and  bla  conslatary  beard  that  the  call  had  been 
■Oared  to  me.  they  banded  together  with  the  Oravesand  Church  to  call  Bev.  Tbeo- 
4on»  FrlelinghDyseQ  of  Albany.  They  also  put  tbls  plan  Into  ezecntloD,  and  at 
oaee  oOsred  him  tbe  call.    I  aoderatood  from  Bev.  Tan  Blndereo  that  he  declined  It. 
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The  object  of  thU  was,  to  thwart  again  the  will  of  that  lar^e  majority,  ud  of 

•caring  me  into  declining  that  dlTine  call. 

Wishing  your  Rera.  ererj  conceivable  blessing,  not  only  upon  jonr  holy  mialitila 

bat  also  upon  your  penons  and  families,  I  close,  and  remain, 

BeT.  Fathen  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 

Your  Very  Revs.  Obedient  Serrant  and  Brothn; 

Ant^nins  CiirttoiB. 
Flatbnsh,  Jnne  21,  1755. 

No.  233.    Received  by  Classis.  Sept  1,  1765. 

Paper  A. 

That  the  election  occurred  in  such  a  way  as  oar  mlnlater  has  represented  li  lb 

letter,  we  the  elders,  testify  in  the  name  of  all. 

Nicklaea  Wyckof,  eMer 

Jeremtaa  Van  der  BUt,  eUcr 

Nicklaea  Veghte.  elder 
Paper  B. 

That  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty  odd  famlliea  who  have  antbcHiied  vA 

empowered  us  to  choose  a  minister  for  them,  is  evident  from  the  lists.   TbeeeoM* 

tain  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  men's  signatures.    We  the  elders,  testlfjr  to  tUi 

in  the  name  of  all. 

Johannes  Lott,  elder 

Pieter  Wyckof,  elder 

Rutgert  Tan  Brunt,  elder 
Paper  O. 

That  Rev.  Curtenius  made  the  condition  [of  his  accepting  the  Gall],  that  AztldM 

of  Peace  should  be  proposed  to  Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderen  and  his  Consistory;  that  Bit. 

U.  Van  Sinderen  should  receive  his  [share  of  the]  salary  as  well  as  Rev.  A  Co- 

tenius,  if  he  and  his  Consistory  accepted  these  peace  Articles;  that  an  elder  &ob 

Flatbush  promised  that  Rev.   U.  Van  Sinderen  would   have  twenty-eight  posads 

from  Flatbush  village  alone,  every  year;  and  that  the  other  elders  of  the  four  other 

villages  also  promised  to  do  their  part  In  raising  among  their  churches  what  thQ 

could  by  voluntary  contribution.    These  matters,  we  the  elders,  testify  to.  Tber 

were  spoken  of  in  the  presence  of  us  all.    This  we,  the  ciders,  testify  IQ  the  neae 

of  all. 

Jan  Couwenhoven,  elder 

Jan  Noorstrant,  elder 

Gerret  Van  Duyn,  elder 
Paper  D. 

That  these  Peace  Articles  were  given  to  Rev.  U.  Van  Sinderen  and  his  ConslftoiT; 

as  also  the  promise  that  he  would  have  twenty-eight  pounds  every  year  from  tie 

village  of  Flatbush  alone,  if  he  accepted  the  said  Peace  Artlclea.    To  this  I  as 

testify.    I  told  him  of  it  myself. 

Jeremlaa  Van  der  BUt,  elder. 

Rev.  J.  Ritzema  can  testify,  that  he  wrote  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  himself  to  te 
effect  that  Rev.  A.  Curtenius  was  awaiting  to  go  with  him  through  the  five  villMM 
from  house  to  house. 

Paper  B. 

That  those  Peace  Articles  were  given  to  them  and  that  they  were  refused,  ve, 

the  elders  do  testify. 

Cornells  Voorheee,  elder 

Jeremlaa  Van  der  BUt,  elder 

Jan  Couwenhoven,  elder 
Paper  F. 

That  Rev.  A.  Curtenius  made  the  promise,  that,  if  Rev.  IT.  Van  Sinderen  accepted 
those  Peace  Articles,  he  would  go  with  him  through  the  five  villages  from  hoaie  ti 
house,  we  do  testify.    We  ourselves  heard  our  minister  say  It. 

Jeremlaa  Van  der  mit.  eUct 

If  Rev.  J.  Ritzema  were  not  away  from  home,  he  could  teatity  that  he  hisMtf 
had  written  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  that  Rev.  A.  Curtenius  waa  wtlUiig  fes  |D  witi 
him  through  the  five  vUlages  from  house  to  house. 
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COBABSPOKDENCE  FBOU  AUSBIOA. 

ConsiBtory  of  Kingston,  per  Q.   W.  M&ndus  to  the  Classia  of 

Amsterdam,  June  27,  1755. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol  ii.     Extracta,  Vol  xxiii,  438. 

Verj  Ber.  Sin,  Fatben  «na  BretbreD  la  ChrlBt:— 

On  >ccoiiiit  of  leTeral  blndrancea  we  bare  been  i>bllged  U>  postiKiDe  bltberto  onr 
uuwer  to  jionr  Berg.  boDored  comniDtilcatloD.   Wberetore  the  present  ma;  lerre 

Attboagb  we  hsre  reasons  to  tblnk  tbat  your  very  ReT».  b»Te  been  too  yleldloR 
to  tboae  of  the  Palti,  [New  Paltz],  Id  yonr  declMon  Id  Uie  dUpnte  between  dh  and 
tbetn;  yet  simply  and  solely  from  a  lore  of  peace,  we  baie  anbniltted  aurBClTes  ta 
jonr  BeTi.  declalon,  and  hare  released  the  Palti,  and  declared  It  Independent  of  ns. 
Thla  was  done,  boweier.  not  wlthoat  great  trouble,  wblch  they  cansed  ua.  They 
demaDded  ol  ua  tbat.  when  tbej  wanted  to  give  ju  notice,  [ot  a  meeting?]  we 
■liould  keep  onr  mlalater,  Rer.  ManclDB.  away  fnnn  onr  cburcb  gathering.  Tbla 
demand  we  deemed  Improper,  and  we  regnealed  them  to  appear  by  two  elders  at 
«or  eoDSlalory  meeting,  aesarlug  tbem  that  Bey,  Uaaclna  waa  as  eanieatly  tncllDed 
to  peace  as  aDy  ooe.  But  tbey  refused.  Later  od.  by  lettera.  wherein  tbey  did  not 
bealtate  to  write  that  yonr  ReTS.  had  aDoalled  the  ceosDre.  [by  tbe  Kingston 
Chnicb  ot  certain  ones  ol  New  Plata.]  and  declared  It  Told.  they  asked  na  to  meet 
them  at  an  hour's  distance  from  Klngxton  at  a  private  bouse,  but,  again,  this  was 
to  be  without  oar  mlalater.  But  we  then  declared  to  them.  In  all  sincerity,  that  we 
eontlnued  to  acqoleBce  la  your  Beya.  decision,  and  were  veiy  much  Inclined  to 
bays  a  fraternal  conference:  bat  that,  since  yoar  Beys,  had,  witb  a  view  to  their 
beUig  Independent  of  db.  laid  down  the  cfffldltlons.  not  to  ua.  bat  to  them,  we  COQld 
not  aaalgn  a  place  for  the  conference  Other  than  Klngaton.  Whereupon,  tbey. 
Anally.  In  a  third  letter,  notltled  ns  [of  tbelr  refuaall] 

We  aball  make  no  remarks  at  present  la  reply  to  yonr  Bera,  commonlcatloni  bnt 
we  shall  proceed  oo  the  sopposltlon,  that  your  Beya.  already  know  that  the  largest 
part  of  the  Coetns  want  to  be  no  longer  a  Coetns.  bnt  te  become  a  Clasals  here: 
and  that  yonr  Beva.  have  received  also  a  copy  of  tbe  Circular  Letter  of  tbe  Coetna. 
W«  shall  DOW,  therefore,  make  known  to  your  Revs,  only  tbe  fact  that  Bev. 
Theodore  FrlellnghayBen  has  nndertaken  to  eatabllsh  a  Olassls  and  an  Academy 
here:  and  that,  wltbont  tbe  consent  ot  his  Bev.  Consistory.  Wlthoat  giving  notice 
of  bis  Intention  to  his  Bev.  Consistory,  bis  Rev.  left  Albsny,  after  the  flrst  Suaday 
tn  Janaary  of  tbls  year  [ITSS.]  First  he  went  to  Bev.  Scboneman,  [at  Ontskllll, 
who  (av«  biB  algnature  at  once  In  favor  ot  the  establlabment  of  a  Claaals  and  an 
Academy.  After  that  he  came  to  me.  Rev.  Hanclua.  (at  Kingston],  and  asked  me 
M  pennade  oar  consistory  to  give  It*  conaent  for  a  Claasii  and  an  Academy.  I 
Mwwcred  hia  Bev.,  that  onr  conslstorr  tbongbt  tbat,  from  tbe  nature  of  onr  conntry, 
Si  ClaaalB  here  wonld  be  more  harmful  than  aaefnl  for  onr  chnrch;  that  his  own 
BeVa.  consistory,  as  well  aa  tbat  of  New  York,  and  also  othen,  were  of  the  same 
opinion;  bat  that  I  waa  not  dislacllned  with  regard  to  an  Academic  school;  and 
that  I  woold  make  known  his  Rev's,  proposition  to  my  Bev.  Conslatory.  On  tbo 
Satnrday  and  Sonday  following,  bis  Bev.  preached  at  Uormel  [Matbletown];  and 
the  Bonday  after  that,  at  Rochester,  [Olster  Co.,  N.  T.].  Ee  then  urged  from  the 
potplt.  Id  every  possible  way,  the  need  and  benefit  of  establishing  a  Classls  and  an 
AcadMny.  Ee  read  bis  petition,  which  waa  addressed  to  tbe  Synod,  wltboat  stat- 
ing, Hota  Bene,  whlcb  Bynod.  He  also  aaid  tbat  one  Of  tbe  mInlMers  woald  have 
n>  go  to  Holland,  to  present  the  Petition  In  person,  or  by  word  of  month:  and  tbat 
■snail]'  large  glfta  for  tbe  establishment  of  an  Academy  would  certainly  be  secared 
In  Holland.  All  this  hla  Bev.  related  to  me  after  his  retnm  to  my  house.  He  alto 
said  tbat  alt  the  people  at  Uonnel  [Marbletown]  and  Bocbeatcr  were  In  favor  of 
It,  adding  "Toi  popall  voi  Del". 

I  nplled  tbat  I  wa*  aatanlsbed  that  his  Revs,  called  an  Imtlonal  hubbub  among 
ao  p«opl«  "the  voice  of  Ood";  that  tbe  people  would  never  have  made  such  a 
«lamor.  If  be  had  not  talked  tlmn  iDto  It,  aDd  set  them  up  to  It    AI»o,  tbat,  (slnca 
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It  was  petfrctl;  obTlaiiB  that  biB  Rst.  \raa  willing  to  go  to  BoU>nd,  and  *t»  U 
Oennao;,  to  inalEe  »ucti  oollM'tlODS,)  I  dlil  not  doabi  bat  tbat  &U  Btr.  vnH 
obtain  large  girta  In  Holland;  Ibat  IhiB  would  take  ptac*.  Mpeclallr  U  bli  Btr, 
gave  out  the  Biniptuent  that  all  our  DutcU  Charrbo*  verr  Incapable  of  contrlbit- 
IDB  ton-anl  Ihu  ivtablliibmont  of  ao  Acadi'mlc  8cboal,  aod  alao  tbat  we  wot 
bampered  and  oiiiin-sccd  In  out  nU-rllca  here.  But  loaamncb  a*  tbla  la  not  tie 
cage,  tor  we  are  enjoying  porfert  liberty  bere;  and  Inaamoch  as  we  are  not  lio- 
pable,  (If  oil  oar  cbun'bea  and  people  n-ootd,  acTonllng  to  their  ability  and  enfl- 
tloo,  conlrlbnte  BOmslhlng,)  lo  estabtlsh  en  Academic  Sobool.  I  told  him  I  cooU  bM 
■ee  bow  bis  R^r.  conld  lie  honestly  authorised  to  earry  orer  there  aneh  a  tlatr- 
ment;  at  any  rate,  tbnt  I  veae  unu'llllng  lo  boar  lestlmoDy  to  wbat  vai  dm  tte 

Bl>  Bev.  replinl  Ihat  under  sueh  cIrcuniBtaDces.  nothing  wonid  Come  of  tkt 
matter.  1,  In  turn  answered,  ihal  I  mogt  any,  that  then  tboae  elamorert,  otwbm 
Ms  Rev.  hud  aald  "Voi  pupull  rni  Del",  lored  their  money  more  than  tWi 
religion.  I  also  Inronucd  hla  Rcr.  of  the  reoolntioD  of  my  ronslatoTy,  whlrk  vu 
Of  tbe  following  Import:  1'bat  we  npprore.  a*  neeful  and  needful  In  the  pi«atai 
clrcumataaces,  tbe  eslablliibinent  of  an  Academic  S(4>ool.  as  proposed  by  Ber. 
Theodore  Prielingbuytien;  and  that  we,  therefore,  desire  and  request  that  the  Bit. 
Brethren  and  eldera  of  our  nutch  Reformetl  Churches  may  be  of  one  mtnd  wltt  kit 
Ber.  and  ourselrea,  and  join  hands,  not  only  in  making  a  beginning  of  tbe  vwt. 
but  aliio  In  bringing  [t  to  a  dcalrable  conclusion.  Orally.  It  waa  also  added.  IM 
If  m  (Hatorcr  lAnl  tHe  Brrthrra  arr  Knanimouily  In  fOFor  of  a  Clatiit,  ««  iJMU  iri 
tAlvrt  10  It,  bill  bIiouU  tatr  frorable  orllon  Iftrrroa,  These  underscored  words,  bur- 
ever,  were  not  [at  flrat]  given  lo  hla  Rev.  In  writing. 

n'ben  at  bin  request  they  wore  given  to  bim  in  writing,  and  his  Ber.  wM  aiM 
to  stay  a  wUle  longer,  or  lo  may  over  nlgbt  at  my  house,  bis  Rer.  pretended  tlat 
he  bad  It  ta  mind  to  ride  llmt  same  evening  lo  Roaendale.  two  German  miles  db- 
tant  from  KlngHton.  and  so  be  look  bis  leave.  Hut  Instead  of  riding  away  at  oMt, 
he  repaired  to  some  one's  house,  where  two  or  rbree  perenns  were  present,  wta 
wItboDt  any  reason,  were  not  any  loo  well  diepofed  toward  the  mllng  eonjIitNy. 
With  these  men  bla  Rev.  must  have  made  an  agreement  beforehand;  and  be  u> 
■skeil  them  to  try  to  get  Bl^alures  In  our  congregation  in  favor  of  a  Ciasds.  TW 
were  ready  to  serve  blm  In  this.  Qnictly  they  went  among  those  oyer  wham  tkff 
had  some  Inflnence,  or  who  were  onder  obllgnllon  to  them,  and  who  woold  Dtliu- 
wise  never  have  signed  their  names,  and  oblalnnl  some  signatures  in  faror  iit  1 
C.lassls.  Kven  Rev.  Vhs,  ii  man  of  nearly  ninety-three  yeaia  of  age,  aod  otbR 
incBpHblc  ivrwiuN,  wfre  rouiebuw  misled  Into  giving  tbelr  nnmes.  Oh,  what 
discourtesy,  on  tbe  iMirt  of  Hev.  Theoilore  J'riellnghuynen:  What  shall  we  uy  of  It' 
Does  not  such  eonOuct  develope  (actions?  Does  It  not  give  occasion  for  »cUb< 
and  disturliances  In  our  Church? 

Late  In  the  evening  his  Rev.  departed.  He  then  went  from  chureb  to  chsr 
do  as  much  aa  possible  to  make  his  propositions  palatable.  He  gained  aome  oi 
his  views,  while  others  repulpcd  blm  anil  opposed  hloj.  It  was  Mareh  befon  *• 
came  back  to  our  minister;  and,  after  a  brief  slay,  be  went  again  to  llM^ 
[Marbietown],  Rochester  and  Wnwamlng  [Saponochl  where  he  remained  mH 
tbe  Sunday  befon'  Ensler.  Therefore,  his  Rev.  did,  wllhont  consent  fram.  ud  tt 
tbe  great  dlssallsrnciion  of  bis  own  Rev.  Consistory  stay  away  from  bis  rlioirb  |X 
Alliany]    for  ten    weeks.      And   long  absences   bad   alio   occurred   more  Ibai  ■" 

Thereupon  we  received  [be  letter  which  Is  herewith  encloacd.  Bow  trse  Itli*' 
leave  to  your  Revs,  to  Judge  from  what  follows;  Rev.  Scbuler  (Schayiecl  s"* 
his  Rev.  Consistory  and  congregation  at  Schoharie,  are  oppoeed  to  the  tonllU 
of  a  ClBBSls.  So  also  bcp  Rev  Frtellnghuyseu's  own  Consiatorr  at  Albiay;  I^ 
Livingston  nt  the  Manor;  the  ConslBtory  of  the  Church  at  Saugertles;  the  Her.  O* 
sistory  at  the  Camp  and  Rblncbeck.  aa  well  ns  the  Consistory  at  Lower  RUB** 
wtiere  Rev.  Hoevenbergb  la  located;  tbe  Consistory  at  Pammna,  where  B"- ^*  j 
der  Linden  is  located.  This  Consistory  bns  sent  a  proteal  to  tbe  Aasembly:  *"' 
Haaghoort.  with  hiB  Rev.  ConBlstory;  tbe  Rev,  Consistory  at  Bergen:  tbe  B(V.  ON- 
■Istory  at  .New  York;  tbe  Rev.  Consistory  on  Long  Island,  where  Be'.  Oat^* 
has  been  called.  In  addition.  Rev.  Rltiema  will  report  how  it  stands  will  Bid*  j 
and  tbe  Uahor  of  Fordbam  and  rhllipsburg.    Thn*  It  appean  that  thtisu*^     J 
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d  tbne  tbe  lettdlng  one*,  wblcb  ■!•  «ppoMd  to  the  loniMtlon  of  ■ 

there  are  In  favor  ol  It. 

e  appointed  our  mlaliter  went  to  New  York,  with  bit  elder,  doctor 
endorf.  At  the  meeting  ha  fonnd  Ect.  Theodore  Friellnahujeen  ana 
Heorlciu  FrlelloghtirKit.  who  atodled  under  bJm,  and  whom  agalnat 
r.  he  allows  to  preach  at  Hormel  [Marbletownl,  BochMter  and  Wawar- 
Id  bla  own  congregatlMi.  ai  a  Rgalar  minliterlal  candidate,  Agalnat 
later  [MaQCiaal  proteated.  because  Henrlcoa  FrlellnghoraeD  did  not 
>  AMemblf.  WhereopoD  the  latter  left. 
moon  bla  Rev.  (Rev.  Theodore  FrlellngbDjaen)  Kad  the  alfnatnrea  of 

that  favored  a  Clasala  and  ao  Academj.  Ha  bad  the  Impradence  of 
a  read  alio  the  algnatnrea.  which  were  improperlr  obtained  from  cei' 
ElDgston.  Togetber  with  m;  elder.  I.  Bev.  Manclos,  proteated  agalnat 
reil  to  Rev.  Friellngbuyaen,  that.  In  the  almpllclty  and  alacerltj  of  onr 
ad  glren  bla  Rev.  tbat  testimonial  wltb  regard  to  onraelTes:  that  we 
aev.  had  In  view  the  welfare  of  oor  chnrchea;  but  that  now  we  were 
'  serlouBlr  he  was  thwarting  onr  purpoaea  and  rlewa.  by  bis  Illegal 
ng  onr  chnrcbes;  and  that  we  had  thereby  discovered  tbat  hla  Rev. 
□  view,  and  not  the  welfare  of  the  Charch. 

his  Rev,  remarked,  that  It  went  serlonslr  against  th«  grain  wltb  him, 
lad  HO  wotlted  upon  the  Conalatorlea  of  Sangertles  and  of  the  Camp, 
I  not  sign  his  Petition  to  tbe  Brood,  Bnt  I  proved  his  accoaatlon  to  be 
1  Rev,  Bchancman.  For  he  had  been  to  see  the  Conststorr  at  Sanger- 
■sented  to  It  Rev,  FrlellnghnyseD'a  Petition,  anbaegnent  to  my  Tlslt; 

the  Rev,  Cooslstorr  bad  Mid  that.  In  case  tber  wanted  to  make  a 
n-ere  nndet  otjllgallons  to  make  It  to  me.  This  tbe  Bev.  Schnneman 
ipenlj  and  Irankl;,  before  tbe  AssemblT.    In  regard  to  tbe  Conslstoir 

I  Bald:     "BInce  his  Revs.  (Re*.  Frl el Inghny sen's)  visit  at  mj  hooae,  I 

seen,  nor  spoken  with,  nor  written  to  that  Oonslstorr,  neither  have 
t  tbe  Csmp — another  thing  I  am  charged  with.  But  with  perfect  talr- 
Itted  the  precentor  of  tbe  Camp,  (who  csme  to  bear  me  st  Bhlnebeck). 
ev,  FrlellngbnrseD'B  Petition  to  that  Conslstorr.  The  reanit  was.  that 
ie  the  message  that  the  Rsv.  Conslatoir  at  the  Camp  were  not  Inclined 
B  hta  Rev.  well  knew.  For  at  Rblnebeck.  be  bad  stopped  over  night 
center,  who  told  bim  of  It  himself, 

urn.  bis  Bev.  himself  declared  this  to  me,  the  Ber.  Hanclna.  I  was 
It  I  was  Id  favor  of  a  Claaals.    I  answered:    "On  some  acconata  I  am: 

members  of  the  Coetoa,  via,,  Reva.  Bltaema.  de  Ronde  and  Cnrtenlns. 
'  of  tbe  partisan  sctlon  of  the  Coetns,  bow  thst.  by  Intrlgne  a  majority 
ocnred:  and  bow  sncb  a  majorltr  TOte  waa  nsed  whether  rlgbtlr  or 
accomplish  personsl  ends,  etc.;  therefore.  I  was.  with  m;  Contlatorr, 
a  Clessls  conditionally:  that  la,  In  case  mattera  of  Importance  came 

regard  to  wblcb  tbe  Bev.  Brethren  were  onanlmoas  In  their  opInlODS. 
itleis  shonid  be  flnallr  settled  and  determined;  bnt  Id  matters  reapeet- 
ere  was  a  difference  of  opinion,  the  views  of  each  side  of  tbe  Asasmblj 
ot  over  to  the  Rev.  Bjnod  or  Claaals  Id  writing,  for  flnal  decision.    For 

tboae  bodies  we  mlgbt  expect  an  Impartial  jDdgement.  a  Judgment 

tmtb  and  rlgbteousDess.  For,  those  Rev.  Fathera.  not  knowing  as 
voDld  have  no  selflsh  Interest  In  the  matter.  And,  then  also,  they  have 
<dge  ot  things,  and  ability  to  form  a  Judgment,  and  wonld  prononnce 

that  did  not  accord  with  tmtb  and  rigbteonsneaa.    In  that  caae,  the 

the  other  tide.  who.  on  account  ot  the  ebnse  of  a  majority  vote,  are 
.  tb*  Coetu.  and  to  also  agalnat  a  Claaals.  might  become  tsvorably 
len  also  tbe  blame,  which  now  rests  on  tbe  Dutch  chnrcbes,  by  reaaon 
se  ot  tbe  majority  vote,  would  be  removed,  and  we  coald  show  that 
1  In  view  was  truth,  rlgbteonaneas  and  peace.  At  any  rate,  not  obe  ot 
«  able  to  tay  that  my  object  In  all  thla  waa  tbe  love  of  power,  aelllah 
mere  partisanship. 

Topoeltlon  which  seemed  to  na  so  rcasoaable,  could  not  be  carried.  It 
I  to  It,  that  It  woDid  be  against  all  Church  Older.    I  replied  tbat  I  waa 

to  Church  Order,  but  to  the  nhoM  ot  It.  This,  alatl  in  a  variety  ot 
1  been  all  too  clearly  nanlteMed.  Thereupon  a  Majority  voted  for  a 
rding  t*  Chnreb  Order.   I  tunaAcd  that  Umm  woiOa  WMa&«&  ^«'&,  Vix. 
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tbat  tti«  oppoilte  wm  loteoded,  and  aucb  object  waa  dlaplajad  in  •erenl 
For,  It  ll  ■  nutter  of  commnii  obsemtloD.  that  men  often  pretend  <se 
da  anotlwr;  and  often,  alao,  tbelt  pretenalona  are  found  to  tte  more  Jort 
able  tluo  the  reawaa  for  wMch  the;  do  a  tblns.  Ii  It  not.  tbereforc 
thla  ease  mlao,  that,  not  twine  able  to  aecnr«  [be  dedied  mastery,  ao  aa  t 
cbl«t  "tMj"  BTcrywhete.  and  aeelnx  no  chance  for  otrtalnlnc  the  matt 
nawl  waj,  foe  nuona  glTcn  aa  proposed  bj  onr  mlnlater,  thcr  took  Kf 
pretension  mencloaed? 

The  pmldent,  Bev.  Erickaon  at  leofftb  said,  that.  If  I,  with  mj  eldei 
tb«  elder  from  the  WslUU,  WUlem  Bcbmldt,  (wbo,  tboDgb  be  had  bi 
Owtoa  bnt  once)  bad  alao  Doticed  and  called  the  Aaaemblr'a  attention  ti 
■an  action  br  meana  of  a  malority  TOte,  conld  not  cbanse  onr  mlnda.  he 
dent,  waa  compelled  to  reqneat  na  no  longer  to  detain  tbeu.  Wbereopoo 
the  Aaaembly  farewell  and  went  away.  What  further  action  was  takci 
kept  secret  from  na  np  to  tli«  present  time. 

Very  Key.  Sin  and  Fathers,  It  looks  rery  stlanse  to  as,  tlut  Be*.  | 
Frlellncbnysen  shoold  desire  to  stir  up  the  cboiches  here  so  cr^atly.  bj 
Out  bis  Bar.  Is  trying  to  protect  our  Dali^  Chon:hes  against  the  dan 
Bngllah  or  the  EpIacopBilani;  for.  Indeed,  not  one  of  all  the  Dntcb  miolili 
hia  Chnrcb  to  any  danger  from  the  Engllah  aa  much  as  Hev.  FiieUDchn 
For,  for  montlks,  without  the  consent  of  hln  Bev.  Conslatoty,  hIa  Ber.  ib 
Mif  from  hIa  owd  church,  and  eipoaea  It  to  the  danger  of  the  Engilah  i 
Albany,  who  speaks  good  Dutch  and  commaoda  great  reapect  there. 

Now,  the  reaaoDB  wblch  mova  na  to  turn  our  eyes  away  from  a  Classl 
BST.  FriellnghnyKa  and  hla  supporters  want,  are,  among  other  things,  I 
Ing: 

L  The  decisions  of  a  Ctassia  here  will  be  tmltleaa,  becaose  they  caono 
attttalnlDg  autborlty  of  the  (ClTll]  Goverpmeot.  Yea.  Indeed,  we  tra. 
power  assumed  by  a  Clasals  here.  wodIi)  give  occaalou  for  contnsloo  and 
ratlier  than  tor  (be  profll  and  peace  of  the  churches,  for  inch  powei 
Immoderately  abased  by  some  domloeerlug  and  passionate  brvthien,  wl 
bsTe  tbeir  own  way.  These,  Iherefore,  would  act.  not  upon  good  ihUOOB 
anre  pmotH  adtanced,  but  bj  a  majority  of  TOtes.  Ill  Thta  haa  iudsIIj 
to  be  the  way  Id  the  Coetua.  Therefore  oo  account  of  Its  abuse  of  paw< 
churches  and  mluisters  have  left  It,  and  are  unwilling  to  come  Into  11  u 
old  foollug— [ rule  ot  the  majority.) 

t.  The  making  of  caadldatea  and  ministers  In  thla  coantry.  This,  after 
main  object.  But  this  would  lend  to  tamlah  sod  depreciate  the  Gospel 
Already,  some  who  have  not  a  suitable  knowledge  of  [divine]  tnths. 
promoted  here  to  the  ministry.  Ther  rome  boldly  forward  with  tbelt  " 
mons,  and  are  not  ashamed.  In  the  jireseuce  of  respectable  coogregallc 
them  cleierly  down  oo  the  pDlpll-desk  before  them,  and  often  look  iDto 
speak  from  them.    Such  are  not  mucb  better  than  mere  readers.  (Toorle 

t.  The  making  of  ministers  bere  will  also  have  tor  its  lacTltable  lesDlt 
ration  of  onr  cbnrcbes  from  those  of  tbe  Fatherland,  Borne  who  bek 
Coetna  lUTe  already  given  evidence  of  tbla.  In  that  they  have  wanted  l 
Ctaaala.  They  bad  tbe  Idea  tbat  they  were  nnder  no  obligation  to  ask  l 
and  the  Synod's  permission  to  do  so.  etc. 

1.  Again.  Tbe  party-spirit,  whlrb  has  slresdy  ruled  In  tbe  Coetna  and 
clsed  by  It,  will  not  be  quenched  but  rather  be  nourished  by  the  tons 
Claaala.  This  has  already  been  evinced  by  the  many  who  are  "brethno- 
of  BeT,  Friellnghnysen,  aa  well  as  by  others  who  show  themselves  to  be  < 
aapportera. 

We,  therefore,  request  yoar  Reva.  not  to  favor  tbeIr  nndertaklngi.  V 
yon  to  get  yont  Bera.  delegate*  In  Synod  to  lodge  ■  soltable  piMtst 
CbMsIa  In  America.  For,  owlog  to  the  peculiar  clrcnmstaocea  of  mu 
Clasals  here  will  be  a  detriment  to  our  Beformed  Churches,  And,  we  alM 
In  case  a  Claaala  be  formed  here,  the  common  proverb  will  be  rerUtd-tlu 
are  often  bom  of  the  remedies. 

Uay  the  good  Ood  have  mercy  upon  Hla  Cbnicbl  Hay  He  make  osr  h 
iMie  warm  with  love,  In  order  that  we  may  dwell  togetlwr  aa  brvthrNl 
gnnt  your  B«*s.,  in  fullest  meaaure,  the  beat  of  heavenly  and  sartMy 
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mnd  long  preserre  your  Reys.  In  life  and  health,  that  yon  may  be  oseful  to  God's 

Ohurch,  and  that  thus  also,  you  may  promote  the  best  Interests  of  ourselves  and 

c»ar  chnrches  here!    We  remain,  Rey.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  the  Rev. 

Ctonsistory  of  the  Dntch  Reformed  Church  at  Kingston,  and 

In  the  name  and  by  authority  of  all, 

_.       .,„„,,  Q.  W.  Manclus. 

Kingston,  [N.  Y.]  June  27,  1756. 

P.  8.  Rey.  Rubel.  a  German  minister  at  Philadelphia,  has  been  called  to  Rhlne- 
BMck  and  the  Camp.  His  Rey.  and  the  churches  haye  glyen  their  promise  to  ask 
0or  subordination  to  your  Reys.  and,  in  church  matters,  to  acknowledge  your  Revs. 
■M  their  competent  judge. 

Classis  OF  Amsterdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     July  ?  1755. 

(Abstract.) 

No.  233.    Consult  222. 

Not  answered,  while  222,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  consistory  had  been 
answered  already.  No.  46.  But  Van  Sinderen  was  written  to  for  further  information, 
Sd  order  to  be  somewhat  accommodating.    See  No.  62. 

Letter  from  Rey.  Antonlus  Curtenius.  signed  at  Flatbush,  Jan.  21,  1766. 

He  communicates  to  the  Rey.  Classis  his  call,  by  the  old  and  genuine  consistory, 
«i  he  Is  pleased  to  call  it,  of  the  flye  yillages,  Flatbush,  Breukelen,  Bushwlck,  New 
JUnenfoort,  and  New  Utrecht,  in  Kings  County,  on  Long  Island.  This  came  to 
Vm  unexpectedly  and  by  a  wonderful  guidance  of  Providence,  showing  that,  on 
^BunUting  him,  it  had  appeared  that  as  many  as  a  hundred  and  thirty  persons  of 
•yd  yillages  desired  him;  that  peace-terms  had  been  submitted  to  Rev.  Van  Sin- 
deren; promises  also  of  twenty-eight  pounds  salary  from  Flatbush,  and  of  Deyolp  (?) 
^Ui  adyantage  from  the  others;  and  that  after  Rey.  Curtenius  had  been  installed, 
^  (Curtenius)  would  go  round  with  him  from  house  to  house,  to  restore  the  peace. 
But  all  this  waa  rejected  by  Rey.  Van  Sinderen.  On  the  contrary,  he  with  his  (3on- 
^Istory,  had  conspired  with  the  Grayesend  Congregation,  and  had  called  Rev.  Theo- 
^ote  F1[«linghuysen,  of  Albany,  who  howeyer  had  declined  that  call;  and  that  he, 
3Ut.  Curtenius,  weighing  all  these  matters,  which  also  he  seeks  to  confirm  by 
^lielosures,  had  accepted  this  call  as  from  God,  and  thereupon  also  had  been 
'Mtalled  by  Rey.  Ritxema  on  May  8,  1766.  asking  approyal  of  Classis  of  this  call. 

xxlll.  423,  424. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
Extracts  from  Letters  from  Abroad  and  Beplies. 

VK6,  7iily  21st.  Art.  4.  The  Deputati  ad  res  Bxteras  communicate  extracts  from 
^^ters  from  abroad  and  replies  thereto: 

1.  From  Rey.  Rltsema  of  New  York,  Dec.  1764.    Answer  approyed. 

^  From  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  of  October  17,  1764,  signed  by  Rltsema,  de 
^oiide,  and  thirteen  members  of  the  Ck>nsistory.    Answer  approyed. 

iL  From  Rey.  Thomas  Romeln  of  Jamaica,  of  Noyember  22, 1764.    Answer  approyed. 

4.  From  the  Consistory  of  Jamaica,  acknowledged  as  the  legal  Ck>n8istory  by 
^Xietus,  of  Noyember  21,  1764;  signed  by  Tennis  Ck>eyert,  etc.    Answer  approyed. 

IL  From  the  Consistory  of  Jamaica  In  Queens  Ck>unty.  chosen  under  the  super- 
^tsioD  of  Arondeus,  of  date  January  21, 1766.  signed  by  Paul  Clayerman,  etc.  Answer 
^Oprored. 

C  From  Bey.  Antonlus  GurteDlus  of  Hackensack,  of  Noyember  6,  1764.  Answer 
^^prored. 

7.  From  the  tame,  of  February  20,  1766.    Answer  approved. 

%.  From  Kings  Comity,  Maroh  29,  1766,  signed  by  the  elden  John  Lot  and  John 
^^vwsnhoFsn;  to  be  answered,  saying  that  we  most  fixst  bear  alio  other  parties, 
^^  will  be  stirred  up  by  this  business. 
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9.  From  the  Conruitiu  of  Snrlnamc,  •Igned  at  Fanmailbo,  Hal^  i  HK  ^ 
Plena  trai,  Piealdent,  uid  L.  Doeabnrf,  Clerk.    AnsireT  postponed. 

10.  Another  one  tiom  the  lune. 

11.  From  Ber.  Plerro  Xver,  elfned  at  Panmarlbo,  llarch  X^  IIS.    zUL  H  *- 

AOTS  OF  THE  ClABSIB  OF  AkSTBKDAM. 

The  Claesis  of  Amsterdam  to  tlie  Consistory  of  New  York,  Ju^ 

21,  1755.     Vol.  31,  page No.  42.  ! 

To  the  Craisistory  of  New  York. 
Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren: — 

We  perceive  from  your  letter  of  Oct  17,  1754,  that  the  B«. 
Coettis  of  New  York  in  a  letter  to  you  of  Sept  19,  1754  hu  a- 
preesed  the  desire  to  become  a  Claagis.  We  have  no  yet  reeeind 
the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  althou^  the  president  (Bev.  BitEeni,) 
promised  us,  in  a  letter  of  Sept  19,  1754,  to  inform  tu  d 
its  proceedings  by  the  spring  (of  1755).  Therefore  we  ciiiMt 
as  yet  express  an  opinion  upon  that  which  ia  proposed.  But  to 
whole  proceeding  seems  very  remarkable  to  the  Classis  of  Arosla- 
dam  as  far  as  its  knowledge  goes.  We  indeed  praise  your  wl 
and  watchfulness  in  seeking  to  preserve  the  excellency  of  Go^ 
service,  as  well  as  for  your  attachment  for  the  Classis  of  Aiffite- 
dam,  and  your  willingness  to  receive  its  advice  and  to  ke^  i^  * 
correspondence  with  us.  Nevertheless  we  must  express  oni  8n^ 
prise  that  you  have  withdrawn  yourselves  from  the  Coetna,  is  w 
observe  by  the  extract  from  the  Minutee  of  yoiir  Consistorj  eenl 
to  us,  and  dated  Oct  lat,  1754.  And  we  are  also  surprised  tlut 
Rev.  De  Ronde  should  abandon  his  duties  aa  a  member  of  tW 
body,  which  he  in  his  call  promised  to  fulfill. 

We  think,  dear  brethren,  that  your  action  will  not  tend  to  j^ 
mote  friendship  and  ujiity  in  your  country ;  neither  will  joor  el* 
elusion  of  yourseivee  from  the  Coetus  increase  your  osefolotf 
You  will  now  have  no  infiuence  at  all  in  that  Assembly.  Y« 
can  neither  uphold  them  in  their  counsels,  nor  direct  them  in  tl* 
right  way  when  they  go  astray.  One  should  neveor  avoid  oM 
extreme  by  rushing  into  another.  It  was  for  just  soc^  ieaaa4 
Rev.  Sirs,  that  you  rightly  disapproved  the  act  of  those  ^ 
flowed  Uiemselvee  not  very  «»isoienticiis  oonoeming  ibose  dii^ 

\ 


OF  THB  Statb  or  Nkw  Tobk.  3567 

1765 
tiich  tbej  bad  subscribed.  We  h<^  the  aame  principle  will 
ail  in  enabling  jou,  Bev.  Sirs,  not  to  be  guilty  of  that  same  act 
bich  you  condemn  in  others,  namely,  forsaking  the  resolution 
declaring  the  contract  and  condition  in  the  call  of  Bev.  De  Ronde 
nullity,"  so  far  as  concerns  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Coetus, 
bich  he  promised  to  fulfill  upon  becoming  your  minister.  'Rev. 
Irs  and  Brethren,  this  must  not  be  dona  Zion  cannot  be  built 
3  by  gathering  the  material  and  then  scattering  it  to  the  winds, 
^en  the  Leaders  are  divided,  the  walls  of  Salem  cannot  be  built. 
The  Claaeis,  therefore,  having  deliberated  on  these  matters,  gives 
Du  the  following  counsel  in  all  love  and  with  <nily  good  intentions, 
unely:  Bo  not  exclude  yourselves  from,  but  reonain  in  the 
ioetus.  Work  together  with  that  Assembly  with  a  spirit  and 
esire  of  being  useful  to  the  congregations  which  are  aroimd  you. 
1»  remedy  whi<^  ia  not  yet  in  sight  may  come  in  sight  sooner 
ban  you  imagine,  through  the  power  of  Him  who  created  light 
vi  of  darkness.  We  pray  that  each  one  of  you  in  particular  may 
wvery  active  in  extinguishing  the  fires  of  discord  and  avoid  erery- 
•ung  which  might  keep  th^n  burning. 

The  God  of  peace  and  love  be  with  you,  and  put  his  love  in  your 
nuts  and  bestow  bleeaings  upon  your  labors.  Believe  us  that  we 
•nain  with  a  true  brother-heart,  Toiir  obedient  servants  and 
Pethren,  In  the  Name  of  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam, 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  OL  h.  t.  Praeses. 

R  Sdmtt^  D^p.  CL  h.  t  Scriba. 
L  our  Clasdcal  Aseembly, 

Amsterdam,  July  21,  1756. 

Aoia  OF  THE  Clabbis  of  Aubtebdah. 
be  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Bev.  John  Bitzema,  July  21, 

1756.     VoL  31,  page No.  43. 

To  Bev.  Ritsema  of  New  York. 
av.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother : — 

We  received  your  letter  in  December  1754.*  In  this,  after 
Nilaring  your  disagreement  with  the  Act  which  proposes  (a 
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Classia)  in  ^onr  oonntiy,  which  is  also  peroeiTed  in  a  letter  fira 
your  ConsiBtory  to  the  Kev.  Claasis,  yon  ask  in  the  nime  tt 
Messrs.  Erickatm  and  Ourteoius,  whether  Adrian  van  der  Swn, 
a  Catechiet  and  Visitor  of  the  Sick  in  New  York,  conld  not  1» 
qoalified  as  a  candidate  hy  authority  of  Classia  I  Or  if  it 
thoaght  unadvisable  to  do  it  thus,  whether  it  could  not  be  dou 
by  the  consent  of  Synod  obtained  through  authorised  miniBten  h 
Holland  t  Now  notwithstanding  our  great  desire  to  assist  701, 
it  is  impossible,  Brother,  for  ub  even  to  consider  the  matter.  We 
learn  wen  from  the  reascms  given  in  your  letter  of  Oct  17,  I7S4, 
that  troubles  might  spring  up  from  such  a  circumstance.  Hen- 
fore  we  have  taken  no  action  thereon. 

Moreover,  the  Classis  believes  that  if  it  should  grant  yon 
request  just  now,  when  you  and  some  others  are  against  promotiai 
in  your  country,  that  such  action  on  our  part  would  be  oontm; 
to  your  own  views  on  the  matter.  If  Adrian  van  der  Swm  en 
be  useful  there,  he  ought  not  to  consider  the  expense  of  tbt 
journey  nor  the  dangers  connected  with  it.  It  is  a  jonrnt^ 
frequeoitly  undertaken  by  others  of  his  a^  But  he  should  ^a^ 
come  over  to  be  qualified  regularly  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Church.  Thus  he  might  be  useful  in  vacant  churches  and  in  naoj 
unlooked  for  ways,  assisting  ministers  and  churches. 

We  wish  you  all  neceesary  light,  grace  and  fidelity,  as  well  ■ 
every  blessing  on  your  work.  We  commend  you  and  your  fuaily 
to  the  safe  keeping  of  God,  while  we  sign  ourselves,  with  mneen 
love,  Rev.  Sir  and  Much-beloved  Brother,  Your  humble  ai 
obedient  servants  and  brethren,  In  the  Name  of  the  Clasau  a 
Amsterdam, 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CL  h.  t  Piaews. 
R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CL  h.  t.  Scribs. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  July  21,  1755. 
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Acts  of  the  Clasbis  of  Ahstebdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  illegal  Consistory  in  Queens 
Coxinty,  appointed  by  Rev.  Arondeus^  July  21,  1755.  Vol.  31, 
page  ....  No.  44. 

1o  P.  Ammerman,  S.  van  Noordwyk,  etc.,  the  Illegal  Consistory 

appointed  by  Arondeus. 
IDear  Brethren : — 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  with  grief  learned  from  your  letter 
of  Jan.  31,  1755,  that  its  advice  of  May  6,  1754,  which  was 
reasonable  in  itself,  and  given  with  all  honesty  and  brotherly 
love,  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  was  by  you  once  rejected.     In 
your  letter  you  revived  again  all  old  matters,  which  ought  long 
ago  to  have  been  cast  into  the  fire  of  love.     You  also  used  ex- 
pressions that  it  was  passion,  rather  than  Christian  humility  and 
peace  which  actuated  you,  when  you  wrote  to  us.     Excuse  us.  Dear 
Friends,  but  we  cannot  mend  matters  a  second  time,  which  have 
once  been  settled  by  Eev.  Classis. 

We  beseech  you  once  more  for  the  sake  of  the  Lord  and  his 
love,  for  the  welfare  of  Zion,  and  for  your  own  best  good,  seek 
to  promote  peace,  love  and  unity.     Your  own  hearts  cannot  be  in 
a  happy  condition  in  the  midst  of  continuous  discord  and  troubles ; 
and  you  could  not  wish  to  appear  before  God  in  such  a  state  of 
mind  as  many  of  you  exhibit;  and  some  of  you  are  already 
advanced  in  age.     Oh!  Brethren,  show  that  you  are  willing  to 
subordinate  yourselves  to  the  Classis.     Forget  the  past  and  strive 
for  reconciliation.     Give  each  other  heartily  the  hand  of  fellow- 
drip  and  brotherly  love.     We  entreat  you.  Brethren,  recognize 
him  who  labors  among  you,  who  would  fain  be  your  servant  in 
the  Lord,  and  who  admonishes  you.     Honor  him  for  his  works' 
^ake.     Live  in  peace,  and  may  the  God  of  love  and  peace  touch 
your  hearts  in  this  matter,  and  be  with  you.     Declaring  our  sin- 
cere love  and  praying  for  your  welfare,  we  sign  ourselves.  Dear 
brethren.  Your  obedient  and  affectionate  servants  and  brethren, 
^The  Members  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  In  the  Name  of  all. 

W.  PeifFers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Fraeses. 

R  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scriba. 

-Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly,  July  21, 1765. 
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Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Eev.  A.  CurteniiiSy  Svlj  21,  ITSS. 

VoL  31,  page No.  45. 

To  Bev.  Curtenius,  pastor  at  Hadronsack. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Brother : — 

Your  letter  of  Nov.  5,  1754  we  safely  received  on  Feb.  20, 
1755.  In  this  letter  your  inform  us  of  the  resolution  of  the  Ber. 
Coetus,  passed  on  Sept.  19,  1754,  and  the  change  of  the  Goeta 
into  a  Classis,  concerning  which  you  express  your  opinions  and 
objections.  Inasmuch  as  we  have  not  yet  received  the  Ada 
Coetus,  we  cannot  express  an  opinion.  Nevertheless,  we  take  tUi 
ad  notamy  and  only  remark  in  general,  that  such  plans,  especially 
those  about  the  establishment  of  a  University,  seem  to  us  kai 
chimerical,  but  yet  far  distant  in  the  future. 

Concerning  the  preaching  of  our  pastors  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  of  the  preaching  of  the  English  Whitefield  and  othen^ 
in  our  church^ ;  also  of  the  preaching  of  students,  (of  which  you 
wrote  on  Feb.  20th,  1755,)  who  were  appointed  to  preach  in  their 
congregations : — of  all  these  things  we  cannot  adequately  judge, 
because  we  do  not  know  anything  about  the  circumstances,  except 
that  you  have,  as  yet,  had  no  opportunity  to  confer  on  this  matter 
with  the  other  brethren.  We  only  express  the  hope  that  love 
and  Christian  toleration  will  not  go  further  than  the  roles  of 
Christian  order  and  edification  permit  To  meet  these  limitatioDi 
we  hope  that  you  and  all  the  brethren  may  work  in  unity.  May 
the  Eternal  Wisdom  be  near  you  with  His  light  and  bless  yon  per 
sonally  and  in  your  oflSce.  We  are  with  love,  sincere  and 
brotherly.  Rev.  Sir  and  Dear  Brother,  Your  obedient  and  humble 
servants  and  brethren.     In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amster 

dam, 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praesea. 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

July  21,  1755. 
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Acts  of  tkb  Cu^ssib  of  Austbbdam. 
The  Classifi  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Illegal  ConBistorj  of  Arondeus, 

inKiiigaCoTinty,  July  ai,  1755.    Vol.  31  page No.  46. 

To  the  Illegal  Consiatory  of  Arondeusj  the  elders,  J.  Lot,  and 
J.  Couwenhoven  in  Kings  County- 
Worthy  Brethren: — We  received  your  letter  of  March  29, 
(1755,)  and  perceive  therefrom  that  you  rejected  the  kind  and 
brotherly  counsel  given  by  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam,  to  change 
the  Consistory,  before  a  call  should  be  made;  yet  this  counsel 
would  have  been  valuable  to  you,  to  help  to  bring  about  a  restora- 
tion of  peace.  The  Classis  thinks  the  reasons  yon  give  (are 
invalid);  viz.,  That  they  were  unable  in  that  way  to  choose  a 
pastor  to  general  satisfaction;  and  that  a  call  penned  by  Kev. 
3£ancius  was  liable  to  be  considered  illegal.  As  to  the  first:  We 
oannot  see  the  impossibility  of  choosing  a  minister  to  the  general 
satisfaction,  when  you  have  a  united  Consistory.  Indeed,  you 
should  have  trusted  to  Providence  under  such  circumstances.  As 
to  the  second  reason :  This  is  a  simple  absurdity.  For  the  mere 
eompoeition  or  writing  of  a  call  by  Rev.  Mancius,  (when  he  hap- 
p^ked  to  be  preaching  ui  your  congregation),  in  order  to  obtain 
t  pastor  for  you  whether  from  your  own  country  or  from  abroad, 
was  not  exercising  any  authority,  as  you  call  it.  The  Eev.  Man- 
dns,  of  course,  bad  no  right  to  make  a  call. 

The  Classis  considers  that  you  have  not  acted  as  wisely  in  this 
case  as  you  might  have  done,  in  order  to  have  avoided  all  discord 
aad  disturbance.  Meanwhile,  having  no  communication  from 
^v.  Van  Sinderen,  we  cannot  express  an  opinion  on  that  matter; 
but  we  will  write  to  him  concerning  it,  and  also  to  encourage 
tUm  to  promote  peace,  harmony,  and  consideration  of  one  another. 
We  heartily  wish  you  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  prudence  and  love. 
We  have  the  honor  to  sign  ourselves,  Tour  Rev.  Servants  and 
^Tetbren,  In  the  Name  of  the  Classia  of  Amsterdam. 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Praesea. 
E.  Schutte,  Depp.  CL  b.  t  Scriba. 
^d  our  Classical  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  July  21, 1755. 
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Acts  of  thb  Ciabsis  of  Aubtksdaic. 

The  Clasais  of  Amfiterdam  to  the  'Rev.  Thomas  Bonwyn,  Jul;  SI, 

17S5.     Vol  81.     Page  .  . .  .,  No.  47. 

To  Thomae  Komein,  Pastor  at  Jamaica,  in  Queens  Coim^. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother: — 

We  heartily  coogratulate  ;on  upoD  jour  arrival  in  New  YtfA 
and  that  the  Coetus  haa  recognized  you  aa  lawful  pastor  it 
Jamaica,  having  been  installed  on  October  19,  last  year,  by  BeT. 
Verbryck,  after  your  recovery  from  a  aickuess.  May  God  coafim 
the  work  of  his  hands ;  may  his  work  appear  unto  you  aa  kn 
serrant,  giving  you  vigor  of  body,  and  light  and  fidelity  in  yonr 
spirit,  to  enable  you  properly  to  perform  the  duties  of  your  office, 
which  you  have  accepted  in  the  Lord.  May  you  gather  in  hubv 
souls  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  It  grieves  us  that  our  attempt  to  l»iiig 
together  the  parties  at  strife  bad  such  an  unsuccessful  tenmu- 
tion.     When  shall  we  see  the  end  of  all  this  1 

We  cannot  yet  judgp  concerning  the  action  of  Rev.  De  Eonde 
at  Jamaica,  as  we  have  not  yet  received  any  communication  fran 
him  on  the  matter,  or  any  defence  of  it.  We  hope  that  you  nuj 
bring  love  and  unity  into  this  long-distracted  congregation.  Br 
continuous  pacificatory  conduct,  you  may  overcome  those  irfio 
have  been  heretofore  irreconcilable,  and  thus  subdue  all  oppoti- 
tion.  May  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep  be  with  you  in  lU 
this,  coming  to  you  with  his  light,  peace,  power  and  lif&  We 
sign  ourselves,  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother,  Your  obedient  servants  ind 
brethren,  In  the  I^ame  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  PraeB* 
R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scribi. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

July  21,  1755. 
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AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTBBBAM. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  [legal]  Consistory  of  Queens 
County,  July  21,  1755.     Vol.  31,  page No.  48. 

To  be  compared  with  No.  27. 
To   the  legal   Council,   Teunis   Coevert,   Elbert  Hogelant   and 

Joost  Durye,  Members  of  the  Consistory  of  Queens  County,  at 

Jamaica,  chosen  by  Bitzema. 

Dear  Brethren: — We  received  your  letter  of  Dec.  1753  on  the 

23rd  of  Nov.  1754,  but  we  did  not  answer  it  at  once,  inasmuch  as 

we  had  no  accoimt  of  the  acceptance  of  our  advice  for  promoting 

peace.     We  hope  you  will  be  happy  and  have  peace  with  your  new 

pastor.     It  is  very  agreeable  to  us  to  learn  from  your  letter  the 

recognition  of  our  valuable  advice  for  the  prosperity  of  the 

ehurch,  and  especially  of  your  attachment  to  your  newly  installed 

minister,  together  with  your  determination  to  encourage  religion 

and  the  peace  of  Zion.     May  the  merciful  God  heal  your  divisions 

and  bless  your  minister  with  the  grace  of  his  Spirit,  that  he  may 

preach  among  you  with  power  the  everlasting  Gospel.     He  will 

thus  be  enabled  to  encourage  a  living  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 

Christ  and  bring  about  the  conversion  of  many  souls.     It  grieves 

JUS  that  the  plans  of  peace  you  proposed  were  rejected,  and  that 

those  affairs  remain  as  formerly.     Nevertheless  persevere  in  your 

efforts  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.     We  pray  the  Lord  that  he 

may  cause  light  to  shine  out  of  the  darkness  of  troubles.     The 

Classis  cannot  yet  judge  of  the  affair  of  Rev,  De  Ronde,  having 

not  heard  yet  anything  from  you  thereon.     We  trust  if  the  flames 

of  old  discords  cannot  yet  be  extinguished,  that  at  any  rate  every 

<me  will  try  to  avoid  the  kindling  of  new  onea     To  further 

"this  we  hope  you  will  exhibit  the  spirit  of  himiiliation  and  love, 

^hile  we  pray  that  the  Lord  may  guide  you.     We  sign  ourselves, 

"with  love  ever  abiding  toward  you.  Dear  Brethren,  Your  obedient 

servants  and  brethren.  In  the  name  of  all, 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.    CI.  h.  t  Praeses. 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

In  our  Classical  Assembly,  July  21, 1755. 
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The  Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  29-Aiig.  7, 1755. 

Nothing  relating  to  New  York.     Much  relating  to  Pennsylvaiut. 

Chttboh  of  New  York. 

Rev.  John  Ritzema  censured  by  the  Consistoix  of  the  Collegiite 
Church,  New  York,  for  personally  seeking  an  Amendment  to 
the  Charter  of  King^s  College,  giving  the  Collegiate  Chuidi  a 
right  to  appoint  a  Professor  of  Divinity  therein,  Aug.  11, 1755. 
[See  May  7,  1755.] 

'^  A  testimony  and  declaration  in  writing  of  the  elders,  deaoood 
and  church-masters  of  the  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Protestant  Con- 
gregation in  the  City  of  New  York. 

"After  that  the  consistory,  in  the  year  1754,  had  presented  a 
request  to  the  Hon.  House  of  Assembly,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  pf  the  other  Low  Dutch  Congregations  in  the  Province  of 
New  York,  asking  certain  rights  or  privileges  in  the  Provincial 
Academy  or  College  which  they  were  about  to  establish  among 
us,  and  had  obtained  a  favorable  reply  thereto;  it  was  thon^t 
proper  to  leave  the  matter  to  their  Honors  prudence  and  wisdom, 
not  doubting  that  they,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lieutenant-Go^- 
emor  and  the  High  Council,  would  lay  the  foundation  and  the 
principles  of  the  said  Academy  in  such  a  way  that  the  Low  Dnteh 
Reformed  congregations  here,  as  well  as  others,  would  aoquiesoi 
therein  with  joy  and  satisfaction,  and  be  animated  to  do  their 
utmost  for  its  upbuilding  and  advancement,  with  unity  and 
brotherly  love,  binding  hearts  and  hands  together  with  all  who 
sought  to  further  the  welfare  and  success  of  the  same. 

^^ And  seeing  that  since  that  time  some  persons  have  obtained  a 
charter  for  a  College  for  the  English  Church,  whose  fundamental 
articles  are  opposed  to  the  object  of  the  Provincial  Academy,  and 
which  is  so  strictly  limited  that  almost  no  privileges  or  liberties 
are  left  to  induce  other  denominations  to  unite  with  them,  but 
only  a  small  number  of  Trustees  or  Grovemors  of  the  College 
who  are  not  of  that  Church,  who  can  easily  be  overborne  in  TOt- 
ing  by  those  of  the  English  Church,  which  has  given  much  ofoioe 
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ad  dissatisfaction  here,  especiallj  to  those  who  have  &t  heart 
aeiT  rights  and  privileges. 

"  This  being  so,  notwithstanding  Domine  John  Bitzema,  as  the 
Idest  minister  of  our  congregation  at  New  York,  allowed  him- 
elf  to  qualify  as  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  said  College,  and 
ook  an  oath  to  seek  the  prosperity  of  the  same,  all  without  the 
nowledge,  advice  or  consent  of  the  consistory,  nay  against  their 
rill  and  purpose,  and  used  all  diligence  to  establish  said  College, 
ogether  with  a  pressure  to  obtain  an  addition  to  the  charter,  pro- 
dding a  Dutch  Professor  for  the  Low  Dutch  people;  which  addi- 
ion,  when  obtained,  is  of  no  essential  advantage,  being  ao  limited 
hat  the  said  Governors,  or  the  majority  of  fifteen  of  them,  may, 
iccording  to  their  pleasure,  under  pretence  of  misconduct,  suspend 
he  Dutch  Professor,  or  even  displace  him  from  his  office,  without 
iny  liberty  of  appeal ;  and,  imder  the  appearances  of  liberties  al- 
owed  to  the  Low  Dutch  Church,  they  seek  to  move  the  members 
)f  the  Hon.  House  of  Assembly,  by  a  request  or  petition,  to 
leetow  the  public  moaej  on  the  said  English  Church  CoUe^ 
irhich  request  or  petition,  was  signed  by  Domine  Bitzema,  as  one 
if  the' GovemoiB,  and  thereby  he  instigated  the  Assembly  to  con- 
inn  and  ratify  the  said  charter. 

"  And  seeing  that  we,  the  present  ruling  consistory,  being  by 
God's  providence  chosen  over  this  congregation  to  watch  for  its 
irelfare,  and  as  far  as  possible  hinder  any  discord  or  perversity, 
we  can  not  with  a  good  oonscienoe  omit  to  have  noted  in  the  church- 
xx>lc  the  following  teetimoniee,  in  order  that  every  one  of  our 
ongregation  and  those  who  come  after  us,  may  know  our  solemn 
lonvictions  of  the  imprudent  conduct  of  Domine  John  Ritzema, 
nd  also  because  our  silence  in  so  weighty  a  matter  might  be  taken 
or  a  consent  and  approval.     Therefore  we  testify — 

"  1.  That  Domine  John  Bitzema,  in  allowing  himself  to  be 
[iiali£ed  as  governor  or  overseer  of  said  English  Charter  College, 
lid  this  without  our  knowledge,  and  therefore  without  the  advice, 
iounsel  or  consent  of  the  consistory. 

"  2.  That  the  addition  to  said  charter,  which  was  obtained  by 
means  ol  his  rererence,  and  is  said  to  contain  full  privileges  for 


3676  Ecui^aiAirriCAL  Becokhs 

1765 

our  congregatioD,  was  prepared  inconteatably  without  ont  knoiri- 
edge,  advice  or  counsel,  and  in  no  respect  answers  to  our  e» 
oepticn  of  f^at  would  be  advantageons  for  the  upbuilding  lA  ob 
church,  and  is  dearly  bought  since  it  is  so  fettered  by  the  juriidK- 
tion  of  other  parties  that  the  liberties  and  rights  therein  gina  ti 
the  Low  Church  are  nothing  but  a  fair  show. 

"  3.  That  the  aforesaid  conduct  of  his  reverence  with  the  geatle- 
men  of  the  English  Church,  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importuiea  to 
our  congregation,  without  the  knowledge  or  counsel  of  the  em- 
sistory,  is  contrary  to  our  expectation,  against  the  close  bondi 
which  ought  to  exist  between  ctmsietory  and  minister,  against  die 
indispensable  respect  which  he  ought  to  show  to  the  consistoiT, 
against  brotherly  love,  and  against  the  unity  and  peace  of  flu 
congregation. 

"  4.  That  the  strife  and  discord  which  have  arisen  vpia  bit 
course,  his  reverence  alone  is  the  cause  and  author  of. 

"  Set  down,  according  to  the  resolution  of  the  eonsistoiy,  dn 
eleventh  of  August,  1755.     In  the  name  of  alL 
(Signed,) 
"  Lambertus  De  Konde,  President" 

Chubch  of  New  York. 
Eeply  of  Kitzema  to  the  Complaint     August  12, 1755. 

Domine  !Ritzema  presented  an  answer  to  the  foregoing  vritii; 
of  the  elders,  deacons  and  churchmasters,  which,  after  delUiat- 
tion,  it  was  thought  proper  to  record,  and  it  was  given  to  tbe 
president  for  that  purpose.     It  is  as  follows: 

"  Although  it  is  enough  for  me  to  find  myself  able  to  refntt 
the  greatest  part  of  this  paper,  yet,  since  the  convictaons  of  cos- 
science  concerning  truth  and  falsehood  are  so  different,  I  mtsL 
against  my  inclinations,  mingle  in  wearisome  oontentioiis.  I 
leave  the  judgment  of  this  paper  to  the  consideration  of  tiut 
before  whom  it  comes  for  consideration,  and  content  myself  *il' 
peacefully  saying — 

"  1.  That  I  had  full  power  and  authority  for  all  that  I  did. 
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2.  That  ly  in  this  mattej,  never  attacked  the  consistory,  (or 

any  one  else,)  either  in  their  person  or  their  offices,  much  less  the 
privileges  of  my  church.  If  the  gentlemen  consider  it  their  duty 
to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  the  congregation,  not  less  do  I  con- 
sider it  mine,  as  I  think  I  have  shown  in  the  acquiring  of  such  a 
privilege,  which  will  be  sufficient  till  a  late  posterity,  not  only  for 
the  preservation  but  for  the  extension  of  our  Low  Dutch  Bef ormed 
doctrine  and  discipline. 

"  3.  As  to  the  privilege  itself,  I  did  not  mention  it  to  any  of 
your  members,  because  it  had  not  reached  the  consummation  to 
which  I  thought  to  bring  it — ^much  less  could  I  obtrude  it  upon 
them.  If  it  was  not  acceptable,  it  could  better  be  left  where  it 
was,  tUl  men  saw  in  it  the  advantage  I  did,  since  no  one  was 
prejudiced  by  my  attempt. 

"  4.  If  the  gentlemen  (to  pass  by  other  matters  now)  have  the 
right,  according  to  their  conscience,  to  say  what  is  stated  in  article 
4, 1  hope  they  will  not  take  it  ill  that  I,  according  to  my  conscience, 
apply  it  to  those  from  whom  it  came. 

"I  hope  then,  Rev.  Sirs,  that  this  paper  also  will  be  preserved 
for  posterity,  that  they  may  know  wherein  I  have  sinned,  where- 
fore I  have  deserved  to  be  so  miserably  beaten  and  branded,  as  if 
I  had  betrayed  the  Church,  and  made  sale  of  her  privileges; 
which,  however,  I  never  cease  to  maintain ;  and  I  entreat  my  God 
that  he  would  make  me  faithful  to  fulfil  the  ministry  which  I 
have  undertaken  in  the  Lord,  from  whom  my  reward  shall  come, 
even  as  I  am  confident  that  he  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  his 

own. 

(Signed,)  "  J.  Ritzema." 

Presented  Aug.  12,  1755. 

See  Corwin's  Manual,  3rd  ed.  1879,  pages  32-34,  for  a  pretty 
full  history  of  this  whole  affair;  also  4th  ed.  1902,  pp.  102-117. 
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COBBESPONDENCE  IN  AmEBICA. 

Bev.  John  Eitzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam^  August  20,  ITSS. 

[Belating  to  churches  of  Queens  County.] 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  VoL  xxiii,  429. 

Very   Reyerend   Leftrned   and   Godly   Sin.  Constitoting   the  Very  Rcr.  Clairial 
Chorch  Aasembly  at  Amsterdam:   The  Very  Bey.  ClaaaU  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Bey.  Sirs,  Much  Respected  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Inaamnch  aa  the  calling  of  Bey.  Thomas  Bomeyn  to  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica  kit 
done  nothing  toward  stopping  the  disturbances  In  that  part  of  Long  Island:  asd 
Inasmuch  as  yonr  Beys,  object.  In  causing  the  remoyal  of  Bey.  [J.  H.]  GoetseUw 
from  that  place.  In  order  that  the  four  yillages  might  unitedly  call  a  minister,  kit 
in  no  wise  been  gained:  I.  for  myself,  am  willing  plainly  to  confeaa  that  I  gubM 
aee  how  It  Is  to  be  gained  now.  And  yet,  I  am  deeply  concerned  aboot  the  scUhi 
there,  and  my  de«lre  Is  that  It  may  be  healed.  To  that  end  I  will  gladly  lend  m 
hand,  although  my  efforts  In  that  direction  haye  long  been  froltless. 

Up  to  this  time  Bey.  Bomeyn  has  not  realised  his  erpectatlona.  This  Is  evidat 
from  the  fact  that  the  two  yillages,  which  did  not  nnlte  In  the  call,  still  stui 
entirely  aloof.  In  the  ylllage  of  Jamaica  the  matter  standa  aa  before.  Althsufc 
the  Coetns  has  declared  him  to  be  the  regular  minister  there,  both  parties  ooatlne 
to  Insist  upon  their  respectlye  rights.  They  [the  anti-Bomeyn  party?]  haye  kimHr 
requested  me  to  send  your  Beys,  the  following  testimonies  with  regard  to  that 
which  they  think,  will  glye  the  clearest  eyidence  of  their  Ill-treatment.  Thm 
testimonies,  as  giyen  to  me,  I  giye  over  to  your  Beys,  word  for  word,  for  yov 
Beys,  judgment. 

1.  They  say  that,  on  October  24,  1748,  Bey.  dn  Bois  wrote  them  a  letter  ii  thr 
name  of  the  Committee,  of  this  purport:  that  the  Committee  had  selected  the  ihit 
of  the  flye  Articles  proposed  tc  them  for  the  election  of  the  Oonslstory,  as  betn;  tke 
most  suitable,  and  moat  in  accord  with  Church  Order,  and  also  as  moat  imptrtiiL 
This  I  too  know  to  be  true.  Whereupon,  on  October  31,  1748,  they,  (that  is.  tlioie 
who  still  oppose  the  calling  of  Bomeyn),  gaye  to  Bey.  du  Boia»  at  the  ferry-boaie 
on  Long  Island,  in  the  name  of  their  party,  this  oral  answer:  that  they  agreed  tt 
that,  and  expected  Bey.  du  Bols  to  abide  by  it,  eyen  as  his  Bey.  had  promised.  Ob 
August  5th.  1755.  at  my  house  that  fact  was  witnessed  to.  orally  and  In  writing,  bf 
Johannes  Polhemns.  his  mark.  J.  P.,  Don  we  Ditmars.  Aaron  Tan  Noortstrand  afid 
Daniel  Durje. 

2.  That  Bey.  dn  Bois  did  not  keep  this  promise  of  his,  we,  the  nndersigned.  tttiOSs 
to  haye  been  due,  (according  to  that  party's  own  confession  made  to  us),  to  tke 
fact,  that  afterwards  they  had  told  Bey.  du  Bols  that  we  were  unwilling  to  fttod 
by  that  first  Article;  whereas  we  neyer  acted  to  the  contrary. 

At  my  hooae  as  aboTe, 

Jan  Janseo 
Daniel  Duje- 

[The  transcription  of  the  aboye  paragraph  was  obscure  In  ita  construction]. 

3.  According  to  an  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Coetus,  of  Sept.  11.  133  acd 
following  days,  it  Is  recorded,  among  other  things,  that  Mr.  Abraham  Lott  hi4 
protested  against  our  electing  a  Consistory  in  conjunction  with  Bey.  Johannes 
Arondens.  By  a  number  of  witnesses  we  can  proye  that  all  tliat  Mr.  Abnbts 
Lott  said  or  asked,  was,  by  what  authority  we  did  that— nothing  more. 

Witnessed  as  aboye  at  my  house,  Jan  Jansen,  Johannea  Polhemna,  hla  mark,  J.  P- 
Aaron  Van  Noortstrand,  Daniel  Durje.  Douwe  Ditmars. 

4.  That  each  person  was  duly  notified  when  we  had  the  election,  is  witneaed  to 
by  the  elder,  Johannes  Polhemns. 

In  this,  Bey.  Sirs,  you  haye  the  facts  that  were  giyen  to  me.  Whether  they  «^ 
serye  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  those  who  haye  presented  them  to  your  Ren. 
Is  more  than  I  can  aay.  yota  Bme:  This  one  thing  I  add  aa  my  own  umt^' 
that,  in  Coetus,  I  haye  neyer  declared  the  Consh^onr  which  cmlled  Boocyfl,  aUM^ 
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boecD  snd  Inatatled  br  me  as  the  Commlialoner,  of  the  Coetna,  to  be  a  legal  Con- 
Utotj;  for  It  wu  chmen  lolfly  for  tbat  part  of  tbe  Chg^h  whtch  atood  aloof;  It 
nu  choaen  to  serve  ita  own  aet  of  people  anil  keep  tbem  from  gfrios  over  to  tbe 
*TeBbrteilaDa.  m  account  of  tttelr  opposition  to  Arondeo*  and  bla  followen.  !□  my 
pialon.  It  can  be  readllr  Dndentood  from  all  thli,  how  mattera  atand  In  reference 
0  the  calling  of  Romejn  at  Jamaica;  and  whether  In  tbla  way,  anfflcleot  reason  Is 
lot  given  to  the  part;  for  unfavorable  oplnlona  tn  regard  to  tho«  who  haie  acted 
hna. 

For  the  reat,  I  slsn  mrgetf,  Ter;  Ber.  Aaaemblr.  with  all  i«spect  and  reverence, 
Coor  BevB.'  obedient  lerrant  and  brother, 

Johanne*  Rltiema,  V.  D.  U.,  New  York, 
few  York.  Angnst  20,  ITK. 
No.  m. 

Acts  op  the  Classib  of  Ahstebdam. 
Rev.  John  Arondeus. 
1755,  Sept.  lat  Art.  6.  Eev.  Arondeus,  formerly  minister 
on  Long  Island  in  North  America,  shows  two  Acta  or  certificates 
from  the  consistories  of  the  five  combined  churches  there.  He 
nqnests  that  the  Classis  would  testify  by  its  signature  that  these 
•ertificatee  are  g^iuine,  in  order  that  be  might  serve  himself  there- 
'*ith  tbe  better  in  advancement  to  the  preachers  office  (i.  e.  to  get 
■  call  in  Holland).  Thereupon  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Depp,  ad 
■es  Ezteras  shall  temporarily  keep  in  hand  these  certificates.  The 
fievB.  Demmink  (Temmink?)  and  Tyken  are  requested  to  bring 
m  a  pre-advice  at  the  next  Classis  together  with  the  Rev.  Deputati 
wi  res  Exteras.     xiii.  70.     [See  Sept.  3rd  and  Oct  6th]. 

Letter  from  Rev.  Antonius  Curtenius. 

Art.  7.     A  letter  was  brought  in  from  Rev.  Antonins  Curtenius, 

'^ho  has  been  called  as  minister  to  Long  Island,     This  letter, 

ftted  at  Flatbush,  June  2,  1765,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 

tev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras.     xiii.  71. 
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ADMIKISTRATION  OF  SIR  CHARLES  HARDY,  K1!T, 
SEPTEMBER  3,  1755-JlINE  3,  1757. 
The  Doodments  of  Aboeidbds. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Sept.  3,  1755. 

Arondeus  requests  the  Classis  to  endorse  certain  Teatimonak 

R«T.  Arondeus,  formerlj  minister  in  Kings  Coun^,  appetnd 
at  this  meeting  and  requested  that  two  papers  which  he  biiW 
over  to  the  Classis,  might  be  endorsed,  (geratifioeert.) 

Idter,  stood  within  Rev.  John  Arondeus,  formerly  minista  ii 
KingB  County.  He  handed  in  two  documents,  purporting  to  ie 
a  Bort  of  dismissal  and  testimonial.  They  were  signed  by  dm* 
persons,  who  declare  that  they  do  so,  in  the  name  and  by  older 
of  the  Consistories  of  the  five  combined  churches.  One  of  thae, 
dated  May  6,  1754,  reads  thus : 

We,  the  undersigned,  as  a  committee  of  the  entire  conaiston, 
acknowledge,  that  by  a  sad  occurrence,  it  so  happened  that  Be 
Arondeus,  who  was  sent  to  us  by  the  High  Rev.  Classb  of  Amstff- 
dam  with  a  call,  went  away,  but  came  back  again  to  us  here  v^St 
yet  in  this  country. 

But  with  this  last  call,  the  High  Rev.  Classis  and  Coetns  df 
clared  him  to  be  an  illegal  minister.  Then,  in  spite  of  the  stiw^ 
urging  of  friends  to  the  contrary,  he  requested  that  he  mi^tl* 
allowed  to  depart,  until  at  last  they  consented  to  it.  Written  a 
Sings  County,  in  North  America,  May  6,  1754. 

Beneath  stood — John  Lott,  Daniel  Duryee,  Jeremiah  Van  Jo 
Bilt 

TTie  second  doemnent,  somewhat  more  neatly  and  intelligendj 
composed,  and  dated  May  20,  1754,  was  of  this  purport: 

Inasmuch  aa  Rev,  John  Arondeus,  on  account  of  the  cotaw^ 
difficulties  which  he  has  encountered  here,  and,  in  particular,  ita 
disrespect  and  trouble  which  has  repeatedly  been  experiencol  V 
him,  through  Rev.  Ulpianus  van  Sinderen  and  hi*  pretend" 
Consistory;  and  which,  in  many  respeets,  make  his  labors  int» 
land  fruitless,  and  render  his  life  bitter ;  therefore  he  has  conK  •• 
the  conclusion  to  return  to  the  Fatherland.     To  this  end  He  to 
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sired  his  dismisaal  from  us,  which  in  the  preswit  condition  of 
airs  has  finallj  been  accorded  him. 

We,  therefore,  as  a  committee  of  the  Kev.  Consistory  of  the 
e  combined  churches  in  Kings  county  on  Long  Island  in  the 
■ovinoe  of  New  York,  testify,  that  this,  our  pastor  and  teacher, 
>T.  John  Arondeus,  during  his  first  and  second  call  and  settle- 
mt  among  us,  has  taught,  in  all  faithfulness,  the  pure  doctrine 
the  Gospel  o£  the  Reformed  Church,  and  pressed  the  same  with 
wer  upon  the  hearts  of  all  available  hearers.  So  far  as  he 
Lild  he  also  maintained  the  discipline  of  our  church  in  the  matter 
the  elections  (of  officers),  and  otherwise  in  accordance  with 
turch  Order.  Also,  in  his  conduct  and  walk,  notwithstanding 
those  heavy  triala  of  suffering,  disreq>ect,  and  slander,  which 
>ught  to  him  sicknesses  and  li^t  headedness,  (ligt^oof  digheid) 
behaved  himself,  so  far  as  we  know,  in  an  edifying  manner, 
d  with  Christian  forbearance. 

Therefore,  the  Hev.  Classis,  as  well  as  all  other  ministers  and 
ethren  of  our  Reformed  Church,  where  this,  our  testimonial, 
ty  be  shown,  are  in  a  friendly  manner  requested  to  receive  him, 
r  former  teacher,  as  a  capable,  orthodox,  and  edifying  minister, 
d  to  advance  him  according  to  their  ability. 
Thus  done,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Consistories  of  the 
e  combined  churchee  already  mentioned,  at  Midwoud,  May  20, 
54. 
meath  stood :    For  the  village  of  Midwoud,  

For  the  village  of  Rreokelen,        

For  the  village  of  New  Utreche,  John  Lott 

For  the  village  of  Amersf  oort,      

For  the  village  of  Bushwick,         Daniel  Duryee. 
Jeremiah  Van  der  Bilt. 
Beneath  this  there  was  a  third  document,  which  follows  here 

trhntim  ; 

We,  who  have  thus  testified,  as  above,  by  our  own  signatures, 
*  further  testify,  most  strongly  and  clearly,  that  Rev.  Van  Sin- 
*tea  once  and  again  refused  to  sign  this  certificate,  unless  the 
■TCars  (of  his  salary)  were  first  paid  him.     This  is  a  matter  not 
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only  outside  of  Eev.  Arondeus,  but  is  also  even  at  variance  with 

the  decisions  of  the  highest  court  and  the  King's  laws.     Of  this  i 

brief  paper  has  also  been  sent  to  his  house,  by  advice  of  the  Eing'i 

lawyers. 

We,  the  committee,  testify  that  this  fact  concerning  Bev.  Vin 

Sinderen  has  been  certified  before  us  by  witnesses.     Signed,  Miy 

29,  1754. 

Beneath  stood : 

John  Lott. 

Daniel  Duryee. 

Eev.  Arondeus  asked  that  these  two  papers  relating  to  him 
might  be  approved  and  endorsed  by  the  Bev.  Classis. 

A  Committee  was  ordered  on  this  matter. 

Whereupon  there  was  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Assembly  as  t 
Committee,  Messrs.  I.  Tenuninck  and  J.  Tyken,  together  with  ths 
two  Deputati  ad  res  exteras,  P.  V.  Peiffers  and  R.  Schntte,  min- 
isters at  Amsterdam.  They  are  to  examine  the  back  Acts  beuing 
on  this  affair,  and  to  serve  Classis  with  a  pre-advice  in  the  moBth 
of  October. 

See  Report,  Oct.  6,  1755. 

CoBJEtESPONBENCB  FROM  AmCRICA. 

Revs.  Curtenius,  Ritzema,  etc,  (afterward  known  as  the  C«" 
ferentie),  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept  3rd,  1756.  (See 
Oct  7,  1756.) 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii,  428. 

The  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam: 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

The  establishment  of  an  Academy  in  this  Province  is  giving  rise  to  mncli  diaeori 
and  dissensions  in  both  State  and  Church.  One  wants  to  do  it  in  one  wty.  •■' 
another  in  another  way.  At  the  bottom  of  all  the  difficulty  is  Rev.  Theodore  Fii'- 
linghnysen's  endeavor  to  carry  out  his  own  plan  for  obtaining  an  Academy  for  tbe 
Dutch  here,  solely  by  contributions  from  rich  and  liberal  Holland.  This  is  ptitl^ 
larly  agreeable  to  the  general  public.  The  large  gifts  which  have  been  cootilMi' 
for  the  Pennsylvania  churches  are  referred  to  as  principal  proof  of  such  eiv^ 
liberality.  Wherefore  many  churches  were  persuaded,  without  much  dtUcslVil' 
sign  his  Rev's,  proposition.  Some  which  signed,  having  received  furtlier  iafpf** 
tion.  to  the  effect  that  Rev.  Friellnghuyscn*s  undertaking  cannot  succeed,  nit^^ 
do  anything  more  to  help  it  on;  nevertheless,  because  they  have  signed  (ftf' 
Academy],  they  are  now  disinclined  to  give  their  signature*  In  oppoiitlOBti^ 
Among  these  are  the  churches  at  New  Haarlem  and  the  Manor  of  Foidham.  ^'(^ 
like  those  of  New  York,  are  satisfied  with  what  they  have  already  done,  1a  ift0*M 
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;xp«dleiiCT  of  liaTln(>  a  Clanls  hpre.  ThcM  de«m  It  nnDccenaqt  to  do  BoytblnK 
DBt  Ret.  FHellughuycen'i  audertaklQK.  Tbrre  arc  atlU  otb*n,  whicb  are  dU- 
ned  to  do  ellber  tbe  one  tblng  or  tb«  otbcr,  socb  as  the  chnreb  at  Sersen,  etc. 
la  are  poaalbty  others  of  the  saine  sort,  with  which  we  haxe  bad  no  converMtlon 
be  aabject. 

e.  tbe  DDdenlgned,  therefore,  feel  annelrea  la  daCy  bound  to  give  jonr  ReTS. 
her  information.  We  know  that  the  chnrchea  of  Seccmd  River  and  Paramna 
Balng  to  proteat.    AccordlDg  to  a  prlrate  letter  In  tbe  hands  of  Rev.  Bltaema, 

•  of  Bcbobaiie  are  of  tbe  same  mind  wltb  New  Tork  and  KiDKaton,  as  to  the 
pedlenCT  of  a  Classls  here.  We  herebf  anpplement  what  has  been  done  bf 
e  of  Klngaton.  who  wbb  to  kind  as  to  commnnlcate  lo  na  tbelr  letter  to  j-our 
1.  We  declare  It  to  be  our  oplnloo  that  Rev.  Frlellaihojaen  oaKlit  to  be  amated 
la  nndertaklng.  and  get  no  aid  for  It  from  ;onr  Reys.,  or  from  an;  Srnod  In 
Netherlands,  even  If  we  had  no  one  there  who  asreed  wltb  na. 

Beeanse  we  are  anre  that  his  Rbt.  has  not  acted  In  good  faltb,  as.  before  Ood, 
reel  obliged  to  ahow: 

Recanae  bis  Rev.  and  the  Church  at  Albsnr.  aa  well  as  the  other  cbnrchea  In 
:ember  last,  had  received  the  requeBt  of  tbe  Coetns  to  make  known  tbelr  rlewa 
tber  tbej  were  rarorablr  Inctloed  toward  the  eltabllsbmect  of  a  Claasls  here. 

■nawer  was  to  be  given,  to  the  Committee  of  Che  Coetns.  br  April,  lT6t. 
dea;  from  pabllc  papers  If  la  no  other  waj.  It  was  known  that  tbe  Church  of 
'  Xork  had  petitioned  for  a  Trofeaaor  of  Theology  la  tbe  College  or  Academy 
iga  College]  to  be  eitabllshed  there.  ThU  seemed  lo  shnt  his  Rev,  ITheodore 
llnghnysenl  ont  from  onj-  control  In  that  Academy.  Immediately  after  New 
It,  therefore,  his  Rev.  naked  his  chnich  for  leave  of  absence  for  about  three  or 

weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  some  Frracb  among  tbe  Walloons  at  the 
I.  [New  Palti.]  This  request  was  granted.  Inatead  of  doing  tbat.  however,  he 
ed  hlB  Iformer]  pupil,  domlne  Scbaneman.  While  with  bim  be  drew  up  hli 
tion,  and  together  they  tbus  headed  It:  "We  Theodorua  FrlellnghnyseD  and 
innea  Scbuneman.  for  tbe  ebarches  of  Albanj,  Cataklll  and  Ooiaackle,  etc."; 
reaa,  according  to  bla  Rev's,  c^en  confession  In  tbe  consistory- room  at  New 
E.  neither  of  them  bad  at  that  time,  consulted  the  ebarches  In  whose  name  thai 

Being  at  Tappan  with  another  [former]  pupil  of  bla.  Rev.  Verbiyck,  be  wrote 
tter  to  Rev.  Baaghoon,  Inviting  bIm  to  come  and  Bee  bIm  at  Bactensack,  etc.; 
aU  the  cbnrchea  from  Albany  down  had  agreed  to  bis  proposition,  etc.  Waa 
.  cooalatsQt  with  tralb.  Rev.  Sirs?  Inasmuch  as  neither  Albany  nor  Cetskltl  had 
■euted  thereto,  and  Kingston  only  In  part.  And  who  were  they  who  enve  th^r 
WDt  to  his  plana?  At  tbe  moal,  only  his  two  [former]  pnplls,  and  two  pastor- 
churches.  These  were  daisied  by  bla  proposition  of  getting  an  Academy  and  a 
nlB  witbont  nalng  any  of  their  own  money,  but  out  of  tbe  purses  of  the  Hol- 
lers. For  they  would  aorely  have  had  to  pay  some  money,  however  small  an 
'ODt,  In  case  tbey  agreed  to  tbe  establishment  of  a  College  by  the  Province  of 
■  York. 

Not  to  Speak  of  other  things  for  the  present,  which  we  know  only  by  report. 
Uve  yet  this  to  add:  Thai  Rev.  Frlellngbuyoen  knew  that  I,  Rev.  Ritsema  aa 
as  Rev.  de  Ronde,  were  ministers  [also]  of  Haarlem,  and  tbat  Rev.  RItiema 
also  aole  minister  at  the  Uanor  of  Fordham.  Phlllpsbnrg  and  the  Manor  of 
^land:  yet  be  went  amoni;  Iboee  churches  wllbont  nnr  knowledge,  and  that 
'  be  bad  talked  wltb  na  three,  fonr  nod  even  Qve  days  In  Buccesslon.  When 
d,  why  tbe  ministers  of  Mew  York  had  not  signed,  he  told  them  that  they 
cted  to  do  ao  In  Hay,  when  be  went  back  to  New  York.  Whereupon  tbe  Drst 
cburehes  signed.  The  other  two,  however,  being  more  prudent,  said  that  tbey 
'  unwilling  to  sign  without  the  knowledge  of  tbelr  mlalater.  This  was  after- 
la  frankly  acknowledged  lo  me.  Rev.   Rltiema.    And  the  other  two  churches 

•  by  thrir  algnatures.  courtnaed  tbat  statement.  One  elder.  Pleler  Bnaalng,  of 
Haoor  of  Foidham,  declared  that  his  name  had  been  put  down  by  hla  aon 
^t  antborlty  or  order. 

>Bee  again:  When  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Cnrtenlus,  at  Hackensack,  bis  Est. 
»IInghoyaen]  waa  aaked  as  to  tbe  Synod  tbrongb  which  he  thongbt  he  might 
UpUah  hla  object.  Wlthont,  however,  naming  any  Synod,  or  aaylng  what  Synod 
ad  In  mind,  b»  anawered  that  he  had  coneldered  all  that;  "for  od«  must  nse 
esDDlDg:  and  If  I  cannot  get  It  from  one  Synod.  I  must  seek  It  from  aiiat.tei. 
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even  if  I  hare  to  go  to  Germany.**  Your  Revs,  can  see  from  thia,  whj  hli  Frtltloi 
reada  only,  **  Synod  *'»  without  mentioning  either  North  or  South  Holland.  We  ui 
snre  that.  If  the  signers,  who  have  so  mnch  respect  for  Holland,  had  knows  iS 
this,  they  would  not  have  given  their  signatures. 

5.  His  Rev.  also  said  to  me.  Rev.  Rltaema,  when  I  raiaed  the  objectiOD  thtt  tt 
would  be  impossible  to  establish  a  College  for  the  Datch  alone,  that  the  oo«dT 
was  English  anyhow;  that  it  did  not  matter  mnch  what  the  language  was,  tokic 
as  religion  were  preserved,  even  if  there  were  to  be  preaching  In  Kngllah  (la  DitA 
churches.  ]  Yet  at  the  same  time,  it  was  pretended  that  the  maintenance  of  tk 
Dutch  was  the  main  object. 

II.  Now,  as  to  the  undertaking  itself: 

1.  The  consistories  of  New  York.  Kingston  and  other  places  are  of  the  opinioi,  te 
reasons  shown,  that  the  formation  of  a  Classis  here  Is  Inexpedient.  Look  it  tk 
first  fruits  of  their  authority.  The  brethren,  whom  Rev.  Friellnghnysa  |K 
together  in  May  [17S6]  were  of  opinion,  that  the  brethren  of  Hackensack,  wbo  mn 
unwilling  to  come  in  with  Rev.  Goetschlus  as  well  as  the  minister.  Rev.  HsaghMR. 
should  be  put  under  censure.  Whether  the  matter  in  Itself  was  criminal  or  not.  ii 
not  now  a  question  for  our  investigation.  A  Committee  of  four,  FrleUnghmioi. 
Freyeumoet,  Leydt  and  Vrooman,  put  Into  effect  the  action  taken.  The  ptitki 
named,  as  we  are  now  informed,  were  handed  over  to  the  kln^s  attoraey-CBBOl. 
[Advocaat-Flscaal]  as  disturbers  of  the  king's  faithful  and  peaceful  subjects.  Ik 
result  cannot  be  otherwise  than  sad.  Are  such  things,  already,  the  flist-fE«Uii( 
their  seal?  Alas!  what  shall  the  end  be  but  the  total  downfall  of  our  cfcutfe? 
Rev.  Frielinghuysen  ought  to  remember  the  censure  put  upon  his  father  men  tin 
thirty  years  ago,  the  after  pains  of  which  are  a  whole  brood.  Many  of  these  <R 
still  without  the  public  exercise  of  the  ministry,  although  some  of  them  have  bM 
brought  forward  by  the  Coetus. 

2.  The  establishment  of  a  College  by  Rev.  Frielinghuysen,  even  If  It  were  t  fo*d 

thing  in  itself,  yet  under  the  present  circumstances,  now  that  the  strife  tbont  tk 

establishment  of  a  College  in  this  country  runs  so  high,  we  cannot  look  upon  it  ii 

any  other  way  than  as  a  resistance  of  the  powers  which  are  ordained  of  God.  Ov 

Governor  and  the  king's  council  have  already  given  a  charter  for  the  establiibisat 

of  a  College.  [Kings  College  J.  with  a  Professor  of  Theology  for  the  Dutck  He!i 

to  bo  called  by  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  according  to  tbt 

couHtltutiou  of  the  Dutch  Church  as  made  in  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht;  be  is  tote 

of  equal  dignity  with  the  other  professors;  and,  like  them,  In  case  of  mlseoBded 

answerable  to  the  Trustees  of  that  College.    These  Trustees  are  to  be  from  amoif 

the  most  respectable  persons  of  the  country.    Five  of  them  are  the  mlnlstenof  At 

live  dirCerent  cont;regn lions  In  this  city,  namely,  the  Rector  of  the  Episcopal  Cbutk; 

and  the  eldest  ministers  of  the  Dutch.  French,  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran  cbaicki 

These  are  to  be  the  judges  of  improper  conduct  In  any  of  the  Professors.  Ik 

charter  for  such  an  Institution  has  already  been  granted.    Opposition  to  It,  tt««- 

fore,  can  only  be  regarded  as  the  work  of  schismatlcal  people,  and  would  tun  otf 

friends  Into  enemies.     It   would   albo  furnish  them  occasion   to  use  thetr  pof« 

against  us.  and  as  much  as  possible  to  hamper  us  in  our  liberties.    And  even  if  ttt 

did  not  happen;  (and  we  hoiw  that  It  never  may),  will  It  not  at  least  came**- 

senslons.  especially  as  there  is  such  a  close  alliance  between  as?    In  this  dXj,  ^ 

present,  one,  it  may  be  the  husband,  or  It  m.Hy  be  the  wife.  Is  a  member  of* 

Episcopal  Church,  and  the  other  belongs  to  the  Dutch  Church.    The  same  k** 

good  with  the  children.    Thus  families  would  be  torn  asunder,  where  now.  fortk 

most  part,  hands  are  Joined.    But  now  each  Church-organisation  Is  left  to  »tai4*y 

Itself,  in  peace  and  quietness,  according  to  Its  own  conscience  before  God.  and  K 

resisting  the  enemy  which  threatens  our  destruction. 

4.  Does  Kev.  Frielinghuysen  by  not  speaking  to  the  signers  of  his  plan  for  iW 
money  required  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  College,  suppose  thst  It  eta  k 
obtained  in  Holland?  We  consider  this  to  be  contrary  to  right.  For,  we  areij* 
poor  people  here,  as  is  the  case  with  moat  of  the  Germans  In  Pennsylvania,  altbWF 
there,  too,  some  are  already  getting  to  be  well-to-do;  but  we  for  the  most  part** 
comfortably  well-off.  Our  farmers  are  mostly  owners  of  their  lands  and  other p«^ 
ertles.  Only  a  few  are  tenants,  who  rent  their  farms,  and  the  rent  they  Pf " 
usually  but  very  little  compared  with  tenants  In  the  Netherlands.  The  tam.  t*^ 
are  very  light.    So.  In  general,  Is  it  also  with  merchants  and  mechaalca.  Itaetf^ 


OP  THB  Statb  op  New  York.  3585 

Indeed,  some  poor  among  aSp  and  snob  as  have  very  limited  means,  bat  tbat  Is  tbe 

case  everywhere;  and  here  as  elsewhere.  It  Is  generally  their  own  fault.    Shall  we 

then  trouble  the  Netherlands,  visited  as  It  Is  with  Judgments  and  exhausted  by 

wars,  to  support  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  In  all  their  contentions 

and  ambitions?   Love  for  the  Fatherland  bids  us  to  prevent  this,  as  far  as  we  can; 

especially  since  It  Is  said  by  some,  that  by  sending  students  to  Holland,  or  Inviting 

mlnlaters  thence  to  come  here,  money  Is  evidently  sent  out  of  the  country  to  enrich 

Holland.    That  Is  beautiful  gratitude  for  all  the  favors  received  by  those  who  owe 

an  tliat  they  are  to  the  Fatherland. 

Behold,  then,  Bev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  what  we  have  thought  necessary 

to  Inform  you.   We  are  well  prepared  and  abundantly  able.  If  necessary  and  required, 

to  substantiate  all  that  has  been  mentioned  by  testimony.    Look  at  our  statements 

with  singleness  of  eye.    They  have  been  prepared  by  us  without  party-spirit,  solely 

ttom  a  desire  for  the  truth,  and  coupled  with  love.    Our  object  Is  none  other  than 

to  keep  our  Dutch  Ghurches  here  pure;  unmixed  with  any  sects;  and  to  maintain, 

as  far  as  possible,  an  outward  peace  with  every  one.    For  we  know  that  others 

build  their  hopes  on  our  ruin.     Our  object  is  that  the  tie  between  us  and  the 

cbnrches  of  the  Fatherland,  instead  of  being  broken,  may  become  stronger  and 

•txonger.    The  opposite  of  all  this  Is  clearly  manifest  In  the  doing  of  others.    This 

can  be  shown   even  from  a  few  writings  of  theirs,   which  by  publication  have 

become  common  property. 

We  close,  wishing  for  Jehovah's  most  precious  blessings  upon  your  Revs,  persons. 

adnlstrles,  as  well  as  upon  you  Very  Rev.  Assembly.    With  much  respect  we  sign 

ourselves.    Very   Rev.    Sirs,    Fathers  and   Brethren   In    Christ,   Your  Very   Revs.' 

obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

Anthonlus  Curtenlus,  V.  D.  M. 

Johannes  Rltsema,  V.  D.  M. 
New  York,  Sept  3,  1756. 

No.  236. 

[To  some  copies  the  names  of  Haeghoort  and  De  Ronde  and  Vander  Linde  are 
%lao  attached;  and  the  date  is  sometimes  put  as  Sept.  80,  1756.  But  see  Letter  of 
Sept.  30.  1765.] 

.AlCSNDMENT  TO  THE  MINISTRY  AcT  OF  1693. COLONIAL  LaWS 

OF  New  York.     Chapter  991. 

•An  Act  to  revive  an  Act  Entltuled  An  Act  to  Oblige  all  persons  that  Shall  come  to 

Inhabit  or  Reside  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  order  to  expose  any  Goods  Wares 

or  Merchandizes  to  Sale  at  any  time  after  the  Annual  Assessment  made  for  the 

Tax  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Minister  and  Poor  of  the  said  City  to  Pay  their 

due  proportions  towards  the  Same 

(Passed,  September  11,  1756.) 

Whereas  an  Act  Entltuled  **An  Act  to  oblige  all  Persons  that  Shall  come  to 
Ifailiablt  or  reside  In  the  City  of  New  York  in  order  to  expose  any  Goods  Wares  or 
lierehandlxes  to  Sale  at  any  time  After  the  Annual  Assessment  made  for  the  Tax 
Wor  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  and  Poor  of  the  Said  City  to  pay  their  due  pro- 
portions towards  the  Same"  Passed  In  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  his  present  Majesties 
Belgn  did  expire  by  its  own  Limitation  on  the  Twenty-fifth  day  of  March  In  the 
Tear  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  Five  AND  WHEREAS 
an  Act  passed  In  the  Eighteenth  year  of  his  Majesties  Reign  to  revive  the  Said  Act 
41d  also  expire  by  its  own  Limitation  on  the  Twenty  fifth  day  of  March  last  and 
the  Bald  Act  having  been  found  to  have  eased  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  it 
being  conceived  Just  and  Reasonable  that  all  Persons  having  the  benefit  of  Trading 
Should  also  Contribute  their  proportion  of  the  Said  Tax. 

BB  IT  THEREFORE  ENACTED  by  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  the  Council 
and  the  General  Assembly  and  It  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  Same 
tkat  the  first  mentioned  Act  Entltuled  "An  Act  to  Oblige  all  Persons  that  Shall 
to  Inhabit  or  reside  In  the  City  of  New  York  in  order  to  expose  any  goods 
or  Merchandises  to  Sale  at  any  time  After  tbe  Annual  Assessment  made  for 
the  Tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Minister  and  poor  of  the  Said  City  to  Pay  their 
das  Proportions  towards  the  Same"  Shall  be  and  hereby  is  Revived  and  every 
Article  and  Clause  therein  Contained  to  be  of  force  from  the  publication  of  this 
Act— Colonial  Laws  of  New  York,  Vol.  111.  pp.  1142,  114S. 
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Church  of  New  Yoek. 

Address  of  the  Consistory  to  Gov.  Hardy,  on  his  arrivaL    Sep- 
tember 12,  1755. 

To  his  Excellency,  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight,  Captain-Oenenl, 
(Jovemor-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Provinces  and  Territwiai 
thereon  depending,  in  America,  and  Admiral  of  the  Same;,  el& 

The  humbly  Address  of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deao(»3  cf 
the  Eeformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  'Set 
York : — 

May  it  please  your  Excellency: — 

We,  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers, 
Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Churd 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  do,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  beg  lette 
to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  your  safe  arrival  amcmg  us. 

We  do,  with  the  greatest  gratitude,  acknowledge  his  graciow 
Majesty's  most  paternal  care  to  us,  in  constituting  and  appointing 
over  us  a  gentleman  abundantly  qualified  to  discharge  the  high 
station  to  which  you  are  advanced,  and  the  important  trust  reposed 
in  your  Excellency  by  our  most  gracious  sovereign. 

With  the  highest  pleasure  and  satisfaction  we  have  heard  of 
your  Excellency's  indelible  attachment  to  his  most  Excellent 
Majesty's  person  and  government,  which  must  necessarily  endetr 
you  to  a  dutiful  and  loyal  peopla 

We  take  this  opportunity,  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude,  to 
acknowledge  his  most  gracious  Majesty's  care  and  affection  to  w, 
so  lately  expressed  by  confirming  to  us  and  our  successors,  sundir 
rights  and  religious  privil^es,  (which)  we  most  humbly  recom- 
mend to  your  Excellency's  patronage  and  protection. 

We  conclude  with  assuring  your  Excellency  that  we  will  in  our 
several  stations  exert  our  utmost  endeavors  to  render  your  Excel- 
lency's administration  easy  and  prosperous,  and  beg  leave,  irith 
the  greatest  deference  and  respect,  to  subscribe  ourselves^ 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servanta 

^ew  York,  SeptemW  12, 1755. 
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(Answer.) 
G^itlemea : — 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  kind  coDgratulation9  on  my 
arrival  as  well  aa  for  the  favorable  sentiments  you  entertain  of  ma 
The  loyalty  you  express  for  his  Majesty  is  very  satisfactory  to 
me,  and  you  may  be  assured  it  shall  be  my  care  to  protect  his 
Ifajesty's  subjects  in  this  Province  in  their  religious  and  civil 
rights. 

Charles  Hardy. 
Fort  Geoi^,  New  York, 

September  12,  1755. 

[See  Nov.  17,  1755.] 

CoBKESPOSDBIfCB  FROM  AhBBICA. 

Eiev.  Anthonins  Curtenius  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Sept  12, 

1755. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii.     430. 

kddTMicd  on  the  ontslde: 

"To  tbe  Very  ReT.  Sin.  both  mlnlBten  and  elder*.  ConiUtntlns  tbe  CIiibIi  of 
Aiiut«rd>in  at  Amsterdam." 
rtTj  RfT.  Fatben  and  Brelbren  In  Chrlat,  botb  minlatera  and  elden,  roDttltnUDK 
tbe  Rer.  Claasla  of  AmatenlBm:— 

After  I  had  accepted  tbat  dlrtne  call.  Rer.  Van  SInderen  and  bis  Conalstory  act 
-IwiDBelTea  igilnat  me  b;  aaylng  that.  II  I  came  to  Loog  Island,  tber  voald  quarrel 
^tb  me.  Bat  I  told  tbem.  "If  70D  want  to  gnarrel  vltb  me  because  I  bavp 
icceptHl  thlB  diTlne  rati,  I  shall  hare  to  take  It  tbat  tod  want  to  quarrel  with  Ood." 
thtr  tben  aald,  "Ret.  Van  Stnderen  aboold  bave  been  modtrator  at  the  Call". 
rCnaralent.]  He  bad  been  asked  to  do  this,  but  had  declined.  Tbe  Coetus.  when  It 
■TU  Jet  In  eilstence.  passed  a  law  glTlng  each  church  the  prlTllege  of  Invlttnit  ancb 
BMderator  as  It  cboBc.  Rer.  Uanclns  was  chosen.  It  was  said  of  bim  tbat  he  was 
lot  a  member  ol  the  Coetna.  I  said:  "Rev,  Theodore  Frlellnghu^sen  of  Albany 
moderated  three  or  fonr  calla,  nsmelj,  Ihoae  of  his  two  brothers,  who  died  at  aea: 
ihat  of  BeT.  Vrooman,  and  that  ol  Rev.  Scbaneman.  and  he  was  never  a  member 
at  the  Coetna;  and  tbere  have  also  been  calls  sent  over  to  Holland  wblcb  were  not 
noderated  b7  ■  minister  at  all.  like  that  of  Rev.  Theodore  FrlellngboyRen,  among 

Rev.  Van  Hlnderen  and  hla  Consistory  have  ttltl  further  stirred  up  feeling  agalnat 
By  divine  call,  by  uniting  with  tbe  ylUage  of  Gravewind.  [QraTesend],  whicb  was 
Toimerly  onlted  with  tbe  Sve  villages.  At  tbat  time  tbe  village  conld  ralae  bnt  a 
tUrt  part  of  tho  money  re<iDlred  for  a  lapply.  but.  one  now  bean,  tbat  It  alone 
nlsed  as  mucb  as  thirty  poonds  for  Rev.  Frlellngbnyaen.  Altbongb,  ai  Rev.  Van 
Btaderen  declares,  be  declined  tbe  call.  Rev.  Van  BInderen  doe«  not  say  whether 
tM  iMit  back  the  call:  so  tbat  be  baa  It.  probably  atlll  In  hla  poaaeaalon.  and  may 
^•C  accept  It  when  the  College  [Hlgb  School]  and  a  Claaala  have  been  aecnred  from 
the  Very  Rev.  Bynod.  For  be  la  qnlte  capable  of  fliling  botb  tbe  offlce  of  a  Minister 
Wtt  tbat  of  a  Profcasor. 

Hiully  I  hare  understood  from  ■  letter,  written  May  M,  im,  In  tbe  name  and  by 
^  antborltr  of  aucb  an  Aaaembly  aa,  according  to  the  Judgment  of  tbe  Coetua,  on 
IWf  last  year,  la  neither  conslstorUl,  claaalcal,  nor  aynodlcal,  that  B«t.  Van  Sin- 
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deren  bad  brooght  terere  cbarget  against  me,  witbout  statiii^  what  tke  ehaifs 
are. 

1.  Poaslbly  be  brougbt  In  tbat,  wben  tbe  call  was  offened  me,  I  ought  to  ktfc 
said,  '*  Before  I  accept  tbe  call,  yon  moat  promise  me  tbat  yoa  will  pay  him  [To 
Slnderen]  the  salary  in  arrears."  For  my  part,  I  did  as  much  as  I  ooold  ia  tkit 
matter,  as  yonr  Rers.  can  ^udge  from  my  other  letter.  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  went  to 
law  about  tbe  matter,  and  the  consistory,  no  donbt,  has  its  reasons  for  not  payisf 
him.    So,  really,  tbat  Is  a  dispute  that  does  not  concern  me. 

2.  Possibly  be  raises  tbe  objection  that  I  intruded  into  his  chnrch.  He  caiMt 
say  that:  for  those  flye  yillages  have  always  bad  two  ministers.  If  be  ooold  oatr 
show  tbat  those  one  hundred  and  thirty  odd  families  did  not  desire  me  for  thdr 
minister,  but  that,  I  think,  he  cannot  do.  I  can  show,  howerer,  that,  sinee  m 
coming  to  the  church,  still  more  have  come  in,  of  such  as,  not  having  signed  betat 
for  a  second  minister,  are  now  signing  for  me.  That  objection  springs  from  iMCh> 
Ing  else  than  bis  own  aspirations;  because  he  and  his  followers  thought  that  tkv 
would  be  quite  capable  of  compelling  tbat  large  number  to  leave  to  them  the  ctD* 
ing  of  a  second  minister,  and  so  they  would  have  tbe  choice  of  a  minister  to  thdr 
own  liking.  Yea,  Indeed,  I  can  say  this  much:  that,  if  Rev.  Van  Slnderea  hd 
accepted  those  Peace  Articles,  and  had  gone  with  me  from  house  to  house  tbnofk 
the  five  Tillages,  the  fire  churches  would  by  tills  time  have  been  at  peace,  tad  te 
would  have  won  back  their  hearts. 

3.  The  consistory  which  called  me.  In  the  name  of  the  churches,  is  a  oooslstoiy 
which  the  Rev.  Classls  and  the  Coetus  have  condemned  for  not  being  the  refshr 
consistory.  But,  I  think,  that  the  consistory  which  called  me  did,  in  a  wrltliig  Kit 
this  year,  show  the  Rev.  Classls,  as  clearly  as  the  sun,  tbat  it  is  the  old  and  tnt 
consistory,  and  that  Rev.  Van  Sinderen*s  is  nothing  but  a  picked  up  conslstoiy. 

Look  at  tbe  two  documents,  marked  A.  and  B.  for  tbe  reason  why  he  did  set 
succeed  in  getting  tbe  arrearage  on  bis  salary  by  law.  He  let  the  old  conilftoij 
go,  and  chose  a  new  one,  with  one  elder  and  a  deacon  or  two  who  stood  bj  Us, 
electing  others  in  addition.  And  suppose  that  I  granted  that  the  other  wu  ost 
the  legal  consistory;  still  let  it  be  observed  that  It  had  been  authorised  bj  tbe 
churches  to  execute  tbe  call;  and,  in  my  letter,  I  have  shown  that  the  recvUr 
making  of  a  call  rests  with  the  church. 

4.  Possibly,  too,  be  may  say  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  condemned  Rev.  Atob- 
deus.  Not  because  tbe  old  consistory  called  him  back  from  Raritan:  for  I  do  wt 
know  that  the  Word  of  God  forbids  a  minister  to  go  back  to  bis  former  chuek 
when  It  wants  him  again  for  Its  minister.  It  is  true  that  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  wii 
not  the  moderator;  but  he  declined  to  act  as  such;  for  which  be  is  to  be  rebnkci 
rather  than  praised.  If  Hex.  Van  Slnderen  should  bring  in  other  complaints  wbiek 
your  Revs,  might  deem  of  consequence,  I  hope  tbat  they  may  be  presented  to  wt 
in  order  tbat  I  may  answer  them. 

I  close,  wishing  your  Very  Rev.  every  blessing,  not  only  upon  your  persons  tid 

families,  but  also  upon  your  holy  ministries,  I  remain.  Your  Very  Revs,  obediot 

servant  and  fellow-brother, 

Anthonius  CurteBla. 

Flatbush.  Sept.  12.  1755. 
No.  241. 


Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  September  25,  1755. 

Consistory  held.  The  committee  on  the  Manor  brought  in  a  list 
of  the  farms  with  the  prices  which  they  thought  they  oa^  to 
bring  per  acre.     Whereupon  it  was  Resolved : 
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1.  If  persons  would  not  give  this  price,  they  might  have  them 
for  twenty  shillings  less  per  acre,  otherwise  the  farm  should 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  Church. 

2.  Terms  pf  payment  should  be  made  in  four  equal  sums ;  the 
first,  due  on  delivery  of  the  deed,  which  shall  be  on  or  before  the 
Ist  of  April  next;  the  2nd  on  the  first  day  of  May  1757 ;  and  the 
third  and  fourth  in  the  following  years,  1758  and  1759.  The 
buyer  shall  give  three  bonds  for  the  last  three  installments  with  a 
mortgage  on  the  land,  for  security. 

3.  The  sale  shall  be  made  by  the  entire  body  of  the  Consistory, 

or  else  by  a  lawfully  authorized  Committee  of  a  majority  of  the 

same. 

Signed  in  name  of  all.     Datum  as  above. 

J.  Kitzema. 

COREESPONDEN^CE  FROM  AmEBIOA. 

The  Opponents  of  an  American  Classis  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, Sept.  30,  1755. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii,  427. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren:— 

Your  Reys.'  letter,  together  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  1754, 
we  have  receired.  We  assure  yonr  Revs,  of  our  grateful  acknowledgement,  and 
•end  your  Beys,  at  this  time  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  held  last  September,  1754.  We 
bad  indeed,  in  our  last  letter,  promised  to  send  them  to  your  Reys.  in  the  spring; 
but  to  our  sorrow,  we  were  preyented  from  doing  so.  We  consider  ourselyes,  at 
present,  obliged  to  inform  your  Reys.  of  that  fact. 

Your  Reys.  will  understand,  from  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  that  a  resolution  was 
carried  to  get  the  Coetus  changed  into  a  Classis;  and  that  to  that  end  Circular 
Letters  were  sent  to  the  churches  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  consent.  Their 
answers  were  to  be  sent  to  four  Commissioners,  and  by  these  to  be,  one  and  all, 
forwarded. 

When  Rey.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen,  of  Albany,  came  to  know  this,  as  also  some 
other  things,  he  threw  the  whole  thing  into  confusion,  by  going  personally  through 
the  congregations  in  the  two  Proyinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  took  11 
or  12  weeks  for  it,  without  the  consent  of  his  consistory,  and  committed  other 
Irregularities  which  it  is  too  tedious  to  relate.  It  is  also  not  necessary,  as  we  know 
that  your  Reys.  must  haye  been  Informed  of  them.  His  object  was,  the  setting  up, 
not  only  a  Classis,  but  also  an  Academy  for  the  Dutch.  To  this  a  number  of 
churches,  either  innocently  or  with  some  object  in  yiew,  gaye  their  consent;  and, 
not  once  thinking  what  was  their  bounden  duty  as  members  of  the  Coetus,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three,  refused  to  send  in  their  answer.  So,  they,  together  with 
Rey.  Frielinghuysen,  haye  broken  up  the  Coetus.  Also,  <m  the  27th  of  May,  1765, 
they  held  a  meeting  at  New  York.  By  stratagem,  they  obtained  the  documents  of 
the  Coetus.  Contrary  to  our  laws,  they  receiyed  members  into  that  Assembly, 
without  haying  giyen  proper  notice  thereof,  beforehand  to  any  members.  So  they 
liare  set  up,  again,  among  themselyes  alone,  a  Coetus,  haying  first  broken  up  [the 
eld  body.]  They  pass  resolutions  and  appoint  committees  to  carry  out  their  matters 
seeking  thereby  to  bring  eyerything  into  confusion. 
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since,  DOW,  we  DOdentand  that  Bst.  Frlellnshnr>en  baa  been  com 
hi*  biethrvD  to  secure  his  Object  dtrectly  Irmo  the  B^nod.  we,  the 
mlDUtcn  and  cEden,  fell  annelies  obliged  to  fend  oni  protest  alao  ditect  u  tk 
Srnod.  «nd  we  hoi>e  tbit  your  Be*i.  will  do  all  Id  roar  power  to  aai^ort  na  ti  lib 

United  *■  we  *re  In  thii.  we  know,  nlao,  that  RcTa.  Uarimu  and  Bcbartn  w 
perfecllr  one  vrlth  na.  We,  Iberefore,  moat  bnmblj'  reqaeat  tluf  jonr  Ren.  bq 
recognlie  aod  write  t»,  as  aach,  [aa  a  aepanle  bodr.  tbe  Oonferentle]  la  oi#r 
that.  In  a  frtendlj-  aod  fmteniil  way,  we  ma;  contlnae  oar  conHpandeDce,  (k  tW 
pnNDDtlDg  of  tboBe  tblnffs  whicb  are  for  tbe  welfare  of  onr  chorcbeai  eapcritltr, 
becaoae  we  nndentand  that  Bev.  FrlellnsbDrsea  and  bla  followera  mean  Is  <» 
tlnoe  tbelr  Illegal  meetlngt. 

Wltb  tbia  we  close,  praying  Ood  for  Hia  bleating  upon  yonr  Bera.'  pencnt  nl 
weighty  mlDlatriea.    With  mur'h  respect  we  algn  ocrselves.  Very  Rev.  Bin. 
Yonr  nera.'  obedient  aerranlB  and  fellow- brethren, 
Antbonioa  Cnrtenlus,  V.  D.  M.  Jaeoboa  Peck 

Qerard  Haegboort.  V.  D.  M.  Arya  de  Groot 

Johannla  Rltaemn.  V.  D.  U.  OomelU  Leydecker 

Lambertna  de  Ronde,  V.  D.  U.  Benjamin  Weeterrelt 

BenJ.  Van  de  Llnde,  V.  D.  U. 
New  York.  Bept.  10.  17ES. 

P.  8.  Very  Rct.  S\n:  In  order  to  avoid  rewrltluB,  we  have  taken  tbe  llbenr  U 
mention  In  onr  letter  to  the  Synod,  that  IIcTa.  Curtenlna  and  Ritiema  g*Tt  lo  (ti 
Claaala  of  Amaterdam  a  rlrcnmatantlal  acconnt  In  wblcb  we  fully  acqnlnN.  Wf 
kindly  reqaeit.  therefore,  that  that  letter  be  aent  along  wltb  tbe  Correapoodnt  u 
the  Bynod,  In  order  that  tbat  Very  Rer.  Chnrch  Assembly  moy  be  fully  mnilMrt 
of  tbe  falrneas  of  onr  protest.    [See  letter  of  Sppt,  3.  175&.I 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam- 
Arondeus. 

1755,  Oct.  6th.  Art.  4.,  ad  6.  Rev.  John  Arondeus  having 
appeared  before  the  Assembly.  On  tbe  pre-advice  of  the  Messrs. 
Deputies  on  this  affair,  tlie  following  resolution,  with  respect  to 
the  documents  now  handed  back  to  him,  was  adopted,  and  re»ii 
to  him: 

"  Jiev.  Aroudeus  having  requested  of  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Am- 
sterdam, that  a  certain  document,  together  with  still  anothei^ 
the  two  presented  as  a  dismissal  and  certificate — ^might  be  it- 
tested  by  the  Classis:  the  Classis  caused  the  back-Acta  to  b* 
examined  by  a  committee  on  this  business.  Everything  havii^ 
been  maturely  considered,  the  Classis  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
writers  and  subscribers  of  those  documents  were  not  qualified  t* 
give  the  dismissal ;  also  that  their  testimony  is  at  variance  with 
the  truth,  since  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Aroudeus  has  been  far  from 
edifying,  as  well  as  from  tending  to  the  pure  maintenance  of 
discipline.  Therefore  the  Classis  judges  (decides)  that  this  re- 
quest of  Rev.  Aroudeus  cannot  be  granted,  nor  can  he  be  per 
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mitted  to  preach  or  to  perform  any  of  the  other  duties  of  the 

Sacred  Ministry.     Done  at  our  Classical  gathering,  within  Am- 

Bterdam,  October  6,  1755.     xiii.  73,  74. 

Theodore  van  Schelluynen,  V.  D.  M. 

Hoc  tempore.  Clerk. 

His  papers  were  accordingly  returned  to  him,  and  the  above 
was  noted  thereon,  for  the  information  of  all  those  to  whom  the 
same  might  be  shown,     xiii.  73,  74. 

Acts  op  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdam,  Oct.  6,  1755. 

Beport  of  the  Committee  in  the  Case  of  Rev.  Arondeus. 

(See  Sept  3.) 

The  Committee  in  the  Case  of  J-  Arondeus,  having  diligently 

examined  the  former  Acts  of  Classis  relating  to  his  case,  have 

.  carefully  pondered  them,  and  present  the  following  pre-advice 

to  Classis; 

Section  1. 

They  lay  down,  as  a  f oimdation,  that  there  have  been  brought 
:ii,  against  Arondeus,  other  and  later  accusations,  upon  which  the 
Ulassis  has  already  passed  judgment. 

1.  The  old  accusations  are  of  the  years  1747  and  1748. 

Of  these,  father  (Gualterus)  Du  Bois  mentions  several  in  a 
Letter  written  in  the  name  of  Coetus,  on  December  12, 1748.  See 
Extract  54,  page  115;  and,  especially: 

1.  Abandoning  the  village  of  Gravesend,  without  reason. 

2.  Omitting  to  call  on  several  members  in  house  visitation. 

3.  The  electing  of  members  of  Consistory,  without  prayer  or 
thanksgiving. 

4.  Presumptuous  speech  in  the  pulpit. 

5.  The  violation  of  his  call,  and  the  alteration  of  a  rent  bill 
(huurceel,  lease  ?)  of  two  years. 

6.  The  declining  of  a  call,  without  (good)  reasons. 

To  some  of  these,  replies  were  made  in  a  letter  from  John 
Lett,  LeflFert  Leffertse, on  Long  Island,  Jan.  10, 
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1749.  Extr.  No.  68,  p.  180.  Then  there  is  Ifo.  5.  This,  the 
Committee  considers  very  important,  being  acknowledged  by  him 
and  his  friends,  and  laid  down  by  the  Rev.  Classia  as  a  basis  for  its 
action.     It  is  as  follows: 

1.  The  unlawful  and  disorderly  running  from  one  church  to 
another,  having  in  view  possibly  temporal  advantage.  See  Eecord 
Book  of  our  letters.  Vol.  I.  Nos.  107,  108.  He  went  from  long 
Island  to  Earitan  in  1747,  in  a  private  manner,  and  without  any 
ecclesiastical  separation.     Extract  64,  p.  116. 

2.  His  removing  did  not  take  place  without  evidence  of  fkn&ti' 
cism,  or  of  a  temperament  which  is  greatly  inclined  thereto; 
imless  that  story  of  the  moving  of  the  ground,  in  answer  to  his 
prayers,  by  which  he  concluded  that  it  was  God's  will  that  he 
should  go  to  Albany  was  a  complete  invention ;  but  this  is  still 
worse.  See  Extract,  68.  This  was  accounted  as  a  second  objec- 
tion, and  was  transmitted,  in  writing,  by  his  own  friends,  who 
were  wishing  to  defend  him. 

3.  The  equally  unlawful  intruding  of  himself  back  into  his  for 
mer  church  on  Long  Island.     This  is  the  third  accusation. 

(1).  He  returned  thither  (to  Long  Island,  from  Raritan)  in  July, 
1748,  without  any  dismission,  at  the  request  of  only  some,  and 
in  spite  of,  and  against  the  protest  of  many  families ;  b^inning 
his  ministry  at  !N'ew  Utrecht  and  (new)  Amersfoort.  Extracts. 
54,  p.  116. 

(2).  Even  as  also  he  wishes  to  put  forward  a  document,  signed 
by  four  elders,  who  were  appointed,  it  must  be  remembered,  bj 
himself,  eight  months  after  his  return  from  Raritan,  as  a  lawful 
call  to  the  Church  of  Jamaica.  (Thus  it  reads  in  the  Eecord 
Book,  Vol.  I,  No.  107 ;  but  there  is  probably  an  error  in  the 
writing ;  for  Jamaica  belongs  iq  Queens  County.  Arondens  in 
that  county  removed  the  consistory,  but  was  not  himself  a  minister 
there.  Therefore  one  should  read:  to  the  church  of  Kings 
Coimty.)     See  Record  Book,  No.  107,  VoL  I. 

4.  The  fourth  charge  is  illegal  actions  in  the  church  of  Lwg 
Island ;  in  particular,  with  respect  to  Revs.  Van  Sinderen,  Bit* 
zema,  and  the  Coetus;  to  wit: 
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(1).  Tiiat  on  October  2,  1748,  the  lock  of  the  church  door  at 
atbiish  waa  violently  broken  o&  and  possesBion  taken  of  the 
urch.  The  same  thing  occurred  on  Jan.  21,  1749,  at  New 
ziersfoort ;  and  thereupon  BeT.  Arondeus  brought  an  elder  and 
o  deacons  to  the  pulpit.  The  latter  caUed  ofE,  at  New  Breu- 
len,  on  March  14,  l749,  the  names  of  some  new  members,  and 
oae  a  Deacon  from  them,  before  he  had  ever  partaken  of  the 
mmunion.     Extract,  109,  p.  19  A. 

(2).  That  he  had  chosen  members  of  consistory  at  Breukelen 
d  New  Utrecht,  and  thereby  had  deprived  Van  Sindercn  of  his 
Hectors,  (betaals-heeren ;  or  betaals-hum,  salary:)  after  they  had 
lecclesiastically  deposed  him.     Extract  69. 

(3).  That  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Rev.  Bitzema,  in  September, 
'50,  whereof  a  copy  may  be  found  in  our  extracts,  No.  109, 

207,  of  an  offensive  character.  He  says  in  this:  "That  the 
iissis  bad  not  written  to  him,  but  had  advised  and  requested  his 
)nsistory  to  leave  the  case  to  the  Coetus.  The  Consistory  there- 
ton  had  replied,  through  Captain  Qarrison,  that  he  (Arondeus }) 
.d  nothing  to  do  with  the  Coetus,  and  that  they  would  never  have 
iv  dealings  therewith,  or  subject  themselves  to  it ;  and  if  Coetus 
,d  any  deeire  to  use  force,  they  would  oppose  themselves  in  like 
anner,  without  r^ard  to  wine  (  ?)  or  the  pouriag  out  of  blood, 

even  death." 

(4).  That  when  Bev.  Ritzema  came,  with  the  elder  Baockert,  to 
e  house  of  Arondeus,  in  order  to  make  peace,  the  latter  had 
id:  "If  he  had  not  left  it  to  the  Lord,  he  would  rudely  chase 
vay  Bitzema,  as  one  who  had  forgotten  honor  and  God.  He 
nored  Bitzema  and  wished  to  have  no  arguments.  He  said, 
irther,  that  it  was  too  late  to  make  peace,  since  many  had  cursed 

and  others  had  forfeited  it."  This  is  testified  in  these  same 
ords  by  his  friends  in  a  letter  written  in  his  defense ;  in  which 
i30  occur  more  and  similar  indecent  and  vituperative  expressions 
f  the  writers,  against  our  clerk.  Signed,  Queens  County,  April 
,  1750,  by  H.  E.  Justus ;  (Justice  ?)  A.  Polhemus,  Justus,  and 
I.  Ditmars,  J.  Noordstrand.     Extracts,  113 ;  p.  212. 
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5.  Finally:  The  fifth  charge  is  his  disobedience  and  ficUenoi, 
when  there  was  laid  before  him  by  the  Coetus,  one  and  anotha 
plan,  for  pacification,  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Claawof 
Amsterdam ;  and  that  he  had  not  honestly  preached  his  penitaitiil 
sermon.     See  Extracts,  159:  p.  261-266. 

n.  The  new  accusations,  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  Coeta 
of  September,  1753,  consist  of  the  following: 

1.  That  he  is  antagonistic  to,  and  has  an  aversion  toward  true 
inward  piety. 

2.  That  his  conduct  is  scandalous: 

(1).  On  account  of  his  improper  life  with  his  servant-maid,  and 
the  domestic  quarrels  frequently  occurring  therefrom,  to  the  great 
scandal  even  of  his  best  friends. 

(2).  On  accoimt  of  drunkenness.  The  Coetus  says  that  he  is 
often  overloaded  with  strong  drink,  and  on  several  occasions  has 
acted  as  a  dnmken  man,  or  as  one  without  sense,  in  the  presence 
of  several  witnesses.     See  Extracts,  No.  198. 

This  last  accusation  was  already  brought  against  him  in  the  year 
1 750 ;  for  the  members  of  his  Consistorj',  R.  Van  Brandt,  J.  Lott, 
and  J.  Van  Dyk,  then  defend  him  against  it,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  members  present ;  in  a  letter  dated,  Kings  County,  August  10, 
1750.     Extracts,  112,  p.  211. 

But  the  Classis  (Committee  ?)  disregards  these  new  accusations, 
judging  that  they  are  not  legally  proven.  It  plants  itself  princi- 
pally upon  the  foregoing  resolutions.  They  confirm  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Coetus,  in  the  case  of  Arondeus,  adopted  September 
12,  1753.  See  Becord  Book,  Vol.  II,  No.  24,  for  our  letter, 
written  May  6,  1754. 

The  resolution  which  is  referred  to  in  this  letter,  is,  that  Aron- 
deus can  no  longer  remain  pastor  in  those  five  churches.  There- 
fore thev  notified  the  adherents  of  Arondeus,  that  thev  must  no 
longer  consider  him  as  their  pastor,  etc.  See  Extracts,  198, 
p.  381. 

This,  however,  was  not  regarded  by  the  Classis  as  a  final  depo- 
sition, but  as  a  simple  prohibition  to  him  to  exercise  the  mioistit 
in  certain  churches,  on  account  of  improper  intrusion  into  the 
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iffice,  and  dissensions  caiised  thereby.  This  appears  from  a  letter 
rf  tie  Rev,  Classis,  in  which,  after  the  peremptory  decision  of 
Doetus,  issued  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  April,  1752,  (See  Extracts, 
169,  pp.  267,  268),  it  efEects  yet  a  new  "  Testamen  Concordiae." 
See  our  Record  Book,  Vol.  I,  Nos.  163  and  164 ;  and  from  the 
wording  of  the  resolution  itself,  viz.,  that  Arondeus  can  be  no 
onger  a  minister  in  those  five  church^. 

Section  2. 

The  Committee  having  maturely  considered  everything,  are  of 
;be  opinion  that  those  who  drew  up  and  signed  these  two  docu- 
nents,  handed  over  by  Arondeus  at  the  previous  meeting  of  Clas- 
lis,  were  incompetent  for  the  giving  of  that  dismissal  to  blm^  as 
:heir  testimony  is  at  variance  with  the  truth.  For  the  conduct 
yt  Rev.  Arondeus  has  been  very  far  from  edifying,  and  far  from 
K  tendency  to  the  pure  maintenance  of  discipline.  Wherefore, 
:hey  decide  tliat  this  request  of  Rev.  Arondeus  cannot  be  granted ; 
and  also  that  be  cannot  here  be  admitted  to  preaching,  or  any 
Dther  functions  of  the  sacred  ministry. 

Resolutions  of  Classis  on  the  request  of  Rev.  Arondeus. 

This  pre-advice,  (or  report),  having  been  brought  before  Clas- 
sis, was  approved  by  the  Rev,  Assembly,  and  it  resolved  to  order 
its  Clerk,  to  endorse  the  conclusion  of  this  pre-advice,  as  the 
answer  of  this  Assembly,  upon  the  two  documents  of  Rev.  Aron- 
deus, that  unknowing  and  simple  people  may  not  be  misled  there- 
by. This  having  been  done,  this  conclusion  was  read  to  him  upon 
his  being  called  within,  by  the  President.  Whereupon  the  Presi- 
dent handed  the  two  documents  back  to  him  again. 

Vol.  xxiv,  pp.  36-41. 

Classis  of  Ahstebdau. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Oct.  ?  1755. 

letter  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderen. 

Tha«  was  also  commimicated  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  to  Rev. 

Ulpianus  van  Sinderen,  minister  in  Kings  County.     In  this  we 

84 
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ask — ^Where  do  the  long  promised  Acta  of  the  Goetu»  lemainl 
And  how  has  it  gone  with  the  call  and  installation  of  Ber. 
Antonius  Curtenius,  in  Kings  Counly,  in  the  place  of  Ber.  Jdb 
Arondend?     For   the   call   was  made   out   bj   John   Lott  vA 
J.  Couwenhoven^  who  called  themselves  the  old  Consistory  of  Kinp 
County,  and  who  had  protested  against  the  decision  of  the  CoetascD 
Bev.  Arondeus;  the  call  having  been  made  in  the  b^inning  of  tlie 
year  1755,  and  the  installation  by  Kev.  Ritzema,  on  May  8, 175S. 
He  being  finally  requested  therein,  even  though  everything  had  not 
been  done  in  the  proper  order,  if  it  could  be  in  any  way  tolerated 
to  overlook  it  so  as  at  last  to  restore  the  peace.     See  this  in  our 
Becord  Book,  No.  52,  and  compare  the  Extract  from  his  letter, 
No.  219 ;  and  from  the  letter  of  A.  Curtenius,  No.  233. 

To  send  the  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  to  the  Coetos 
of  New  York: 

And  finally  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  vote,  notwithstanding 
we  have  not  recseived  the  Acta  of  their  last  Coetus,  and  seTeral 
among  them  seem  disposed  again  to  break  up  the  (Coetos) 
Assembly,  brought  in  being  with  so  much  trouble  about  niae  yean 
ago, — ^yet  to  send  again  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  this  year  m 
heretofore,  our  Acta  Synodi  North  Holland,  held  at  HooriL 

xxiv.,  42. 

COREESPONBBNCE  FBOM   AmBBICA. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Bev.  U.  Van  Sinderin,  October  6, 
1755.     Vol.  31,  page  — ,  No.  52,  to  be  compared  with  No.  46. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Sinderin. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Respected  Brother : — ^We  do  not  know  why  ywi 
do  not  send  the  Acta  Coetus,  lately  held,  or  at  least  some  not* 
of  it,  inasmuch  as  we  are  receiving  many  rumors  about  the 
changes  which  are  taking  place  on  Long  Island  by  the  calling  of 
Rev.  Curtenius  from  the  church  of  Hackensack  to  the  five  village 
in  Kings  County. 

We  kindly  request  that  we  may  receive  some  message  from  ywi 
on  these  matters,  and  pray  you  to  seek  to  restore  order  if  ipoBsiik 
even  if  it  cannot  be  done  perfectly.     Seek  to  end  those  quanA 
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vhich  destroy  families  and  churches.  And  you  can  tho  more 
lasily  do  this  because  Mr.  Curtenius  is  a  man  who  loves  peace. 
So  dark  stains  can  be  observed  in  his  letters.  Hoping  that  you 
sill  thus  act,  and  having  prayed  God  to  grant  you  wisdom,  and 
o  bestow  the  spirit  of  love  upon  you,  with  his  blessing  on  you 
ind  your  important  work,  and  testifying  our  true  brotherly  affec- 
ion  for  you,  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother,  we  remain,  Your  humble  and 
tbedient  servant,  In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

W.  Peifferfl,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeaes. 
R.  Schutte,  Depp,  CI.  h.  L  Scriha. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
October  6,  1755. 

ICTS   OF  THE  RbOTILAB   CoETDS  HELD  AT  Nbw  YoEK,    OcTOBEB 

7-14,  1755. 
Portfolio  "New  York",  Vol.  ii.     Abstract,  xxiii,  436-9. 

SemloD  I, 
The  Bev.  Coetna  was  0[ieDed  with  aa  edllrlng  and  appropriate  praj'er  to  God  b; 
■le  Bev.  Etej'Qtiart  Erickma,  Presldeot  of  the  recent  special  Coetua. 
Tbere  were  preeeat  the  following  memben; 

Rev.  Re;abart  Ertcbson  And  elder  H.  Voorheea 

Ulplanus  Van  Slnderea  "        "  J.  Sebering 

John  H.  GoetBChlna  "        "  J.  Lejdecker 

JohD  Le;dt 

John  C.  Freyenmoet  "        "  J.  Westfael 

DnTld  Harinna  "        "  J.  Pletenon 

Jobannei  Schttneman 

ThoniBH  Bomern  "        "  J.  Durje 

From  Vacant  Cbnrcbea. 


From  these  memberg  of  this  Assembly,  there  were  elected  as  OOlcers— For  Fresl- 
'•nt,  Bet.  J.  Leydt;  for  Scribe,  Rbt.  J,  C.  Freyeoowet. 

Tlie  Ulnoles  of  the  Special  Meeting  recently  held  were  then  read  and  approved. 

It  wsa  proposed  to  send  some  one  to  Rev,  Rltzema,  and  kindly  ask  bim.  If  he 
■"■Did  not  please  attend  the  Coptns  hh  b  member  of  It:  and.  In  case  a  negative 
[■••er  Is  given,  to  demand  of  hlni,  In  name  ot  the  CoetUB.  the  Coetus  Book  of 
"■notes,  the  Classical  Letters  as  well  ae  other  papen  belonging  to  the  Coetua:  also 
**  report,  as  treaiurer.  This  proposition  was  agreed  to  without  ■  dtaaentlng  voice. 
^  •  Committee  for  that  pnrpoee,  there  were  appointed,  the  Rev.  Frealdent  and 
**».  Beynbart  Erickaon,  together  with  the  elders.  Voorhees  and  Van  Aarsdalen, 

■^faerenpon  the  meeting  adjounied  with  thaakaglvlng  to  God.  Time  of  meeting: 
'  the  afternoon,  at  l  o'clock. 

Seaalon  II. 
Afternoon.  1  o'clock. 
**t»t  calling  npoD  the  Lord's  Holy  Name,   Rev.   Benjamin   Henlma  and  elder, 
**■«  Btlnkeiboft  came  In  as  mambera. 
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Tbc  mlDutPB  of  tbe  torcaooa  bpsbIud  Kerc  read  and  aitpiOTed. 

t.  Tbe  Kenllemea  com  missioned  lo  see  Rrv.  RlIieniB.  tvpoKed  thtt  Ibfj  4U  M 
and  bts  ReT.  at  borne,  and  ao  eould  not  earrjt  out  tbeir  commlMlon.  Tit  In. 
Aaaeinblr  ronllntMHl  ihp  Cooinilttee,  onlJl  lis  worli  iibail  hate  been  accomplidd 

2.  Tbe  eeatlruu^u  i-t-mmlxsloned  to  go  lo  LonR  Inland  reported,  tbat  o«liwl*« 
error  In  tbe  dale,  tbp  3rd  ot  JuIt  Initead  ot  tbe  3nl  of  Jnne.  belns  irilttMi  Id  tk 
letter  citing  Ilei.  [Jurteiiiiis.  tbe;  ner?  amtblu  to  proceed  Hitb  tbeir  eonugWa 
Bcr.  Cnrteiiliu  was  unwilling  to  appear  od  aecouDt  of  tbat  error;  and  be.  iriihl 
follon-em.  culled  It  a  nun-ault:  atij,  In  a  lirief  Inter  to  tbe  Comniltlee,  he  abw 
tbe  ItcT.  Aaiemblr.  Wbereupnn.  tbe  Rpt.  Aaaembly  beartlly  thanked  tbe  CoBmltt 
tor  tbe  nian;  tbeugli  frultlena  iroubltn  nbirb  they  bad  taken. 

3.  The  ComnillLee  on  the  nlTalrs  of  Ilackenaark  and  Scbralenburg  btcuKht  b  ik 
report.  The  entire  Afaeiublf  nt  tbe  Covtuii.  not  only  approved  and  ratiaed  tte  Ji 
ceedlnss  of  Ibe  llev.  Comailtlce.  but  ulxo  hr'atilly  thanked  the  Committee  for  Ik 

Rev.  UoelsehliiH,  hiivluR  iiiudc  a  reiiuc«[  lo  Clvo  further  Hceount  Of  n-bat  wnn 
In  nmnectlon  n-Iib  Iter.  IlaaRboort  and  bla  cbOBen  cnuMalorr.  at  HackeaBcl;  i 
liebinlenburi;.  alnce  Ibe  (.'ominlltee  last  met  lbi<re.  Ibe  request  waa  re^rrirrd 
futUTe  conHlderallnn,  brenaae  of  Ibe  abaenre  of  brethren  who  were  eiperlcd. 

4.  The  I'rvaldent  Inqnlred  whether  Kev.  Curtenlaa  aboiild  be  now  cited  lo  sw 
before  tbla  Assembly  to  reply  to  the  eomplnliila  brouRlit  a(;alDal  blm  by  Rtr,  I 
Ulndercn.  It  wan  reaolTed.  wlthnnt  a  dlxsenllns  Tolre,  Ibat  Ibla  l>e  doat.  B 
Goetachlaa  waa  aaked  to  drnw  up  tbc  Citation,  imd  to  oet  Ibe  lime  for  bli  ippe 
lug,  on  Hie  day  after  the  morrow,  In  the  forenoon  at  10  oVlort.  For  llll^  rin 
■wa*  done,  his  Kev.  rei'elved  tlinnhs, 

b.  James  llyndtilnw.  Hder  nt  Snllbtlcld.  I  I'lke  Co.  I'a.n  nnd  Johannla  WtuM 
elder  at  Mlnm-slnk.  [BusKei  Cn.  N.  J,]  preaenled  Id  our  Asaenibly  for  oar  etoMat 
llou  and  our  iIii-IhIhu.  u  n>rtnln  ullBrtilty  ezlatlnK  iN-tweeii  tbe  Cnnplslory  of  IH 
three  rbureliea  of  Itev.  ^'n'yt'nnloet,  and  Ibe  ConKli'tDry  at  8nillbQeid.  TbU  ■>■> 
out  of  II  nilHundi-nilnnilliiK  nliout  a  ecrluln  eci'lcKUatlral  ai'tlou  lakcD  by  tbe  In 
l^nahlory  of  lln'  four  ilmnhea  on  April  10.  i:»»,  llnth  aldex  h 
ncquleose  wbiilly  In  oxir  ilpclKlon  lo  be  given  Iben'on. 

Tbe  Rev.  AHHcmbly.  bmlnu  bciinl  the  rcunnna  for  .ind  agaltiai, 
fully  ivnaldensl  Ibi-  action  llwlf.  found  IIM-lf  In  ronnrlene..  Iwnnd  lo  rtrr  ih(  M- 
lowlnic  unanimous  diHlKlou;  That,  wbcren^  It  appi-on  tbiit  tbe  i-hurcb  ot  SmitkM 
hna  lieen  leually  nnil  ifde«lB«lrBlly  wiraralefl  fmin  ibc  tUree  other  rbnrrke*.  IH* 
■Ink.  Walpeck  and  Mobakkeniuik),  tbe  Hcv.  l-onviatiirr  nt  Iter.  Pivyenmoci'i 
cburchex  an\  aiTunling  to  Ibe  tvnlenls  nf  Ibe  nrorenald  neilon.  obliged  la  t 
Ibe  Rev,  ('onslatnry  nl  HmllMt'liI  Iblrly  iHinnils,  It  n-lll  hHve  to  make  eni; 
to  Kis'ure  lliHt  riniKiiiit  from  tb<-  chun'br<«:  and.  ahouUl  nnylblug  be  lirUi 
supply  (he  ileflcleiir-y  out  r.f  ibe  elilem"  tn-a»ury.  Whereupon  both  lurlle*  Iln 
tbe  Assembly  for  tbiK  ileclalon. 

SL'wInn   III. 
«'ednHsil»y.  Oet.  Stb.  Korciitxni 

Tbe  meellug  was  opened  wllb  en  eanieM  prayer  by   tbe  Kev.  Prealdeal, 

t.  The  following  addlllonul  uieuibera  were  prL'aenl: 

Rev,  Theodorui   FrlcllnghuyEwn;  nnd  tbe  elrlerK, 

J.  HarlnR  frurn  Tnppan 

A.  Har-leubereb  -  Sew  ralia 

|[.  Vlaai-ber 

t:.  dc  wit 


Tlie  minutes  of  Ibe  pn>vluUH  foreii'ion  were  Ibcn.  read  and  appn 
2.  Inaae  Romeyn.  Job.  de  Will,  t'elnia  l^u  Hols,  eldeni.  and 
demon  from  Klaliklll,  representing,  as  Iliey  derlared,  nil  ihc  meoibet*  ot  tW" 
slmory,  cited  by  Itev.  Mluenia  to  apiiear  before  Ibe  Rev.  Coetua,  asked  ts  kwi 
whether  an  ex-elder,  like  Isaac  BrinkerholT,  wbo  has  been  allowed  ■  Mat.  iMl 
keep  tt,  when  a  ruIInK  elder,  aucb  as  each  one  of  their  niuuber  la.  conict  bt 
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The  Kev.  Assouilily  aj^roi^d  lo  ask  tho  ruling  oldorH,  whethtT  one  of  tliein  was 
^^iUing  to  tako  a  seat  lu  our  Assembly  in  that  capacity.  The  proposition,  when 
made  to  them  by  the  Presidont,  was  accepted,  and  Isaac  llonieyn  was  selected  to 
tAke  a  seat.  Whereujiou  the  Rev.  Assembly  Keaolved,  That,  whereas  Isaac  Ilrinkcr- 
liof  had,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  nillng  elder,  the  day  before,  enjoyed  a  seat. 
and  the  Assembly  was  allowed  a  ruling  elder  according  to  his  desire,  to  take  the 
■eat,  Isaac  Brlnkerhof  was  thanked  for  his  assistance  on  the  previous  day. 

3.  Keport  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  commissioned  to  sec  Rev.  Ritzema:  He 
absolutely  refused  to  attend  the  Assembly  as  a  member;  or  to  let  them  have  the 
Ooetus  Book  of  Minutes,  and  the  papers,  belonging  to  the  Coetus;  likewise  he 
refused  to  give  up  the  Classical  Letter.  He  gave  as  his  reasons,  that  he  bad 
received  no  orders  to  that  effect  from  certain  brethren  with  whom  he  had  recently 
oonf erred;*  and  that  the  matter  had  already  been  brought  where  it  belonged.  He 
^pras  also  unwilling  to  make  report  as  treasurer,  because  he  did  not  hold  us  to  be 
"fclie  Coetus. 

Whereupon  the  Assembly  adjourned  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  in  the 
aftemoon  at  2:30. 

8es8lon  IV. 

Afternoon,  2:30. 

After  calling  upon  the  Lord's  Name,  greatly  to  be  feared,  the  minutes  of  the 
J\>renoon  were  read  and  approved,  after  being  amended. 

Rev.  Theodorus  Frlellnghuysen  made  report  to  show  how  his  Rev.  Consistory 
'^pould,  not  only  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Rev.  Coetus,  but  also  would  in  no 
'mrlBe  consent  to  his  Rev's,  departure  [to  Holland].  His  Rev.,  therefore,  asked  the 
r.  Assembly  whether  it  remained  steadfast  in  its  resolution  to  send  him  to  Hol- 
I,  as  their  legate,  entrusted  with  several  Important  matters.  He  offered  to 
abape  his  course  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Assembly.  The  Assembly,  with 
^me  exception,  persisted  in  its  resolution. 

It  was  moved  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  compose  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Classis, 
^Ting  a  general  account  of  the  condition  of  our  churches,  of  what  circumstances 
liad  led  to  the  formation  of  a  Classis,  of  the  progress  therein,  and  of  the  opposition 
Vieieto  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  proposition  was  accepted,  and  the  Rev.  Scribe,  Rev.  Erickson,  with  the  elder 
Tlascher  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

It  was  farther  proposed  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  up 
MDd  ratifying  credentials  for  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen.  This  proposition  was  carried, 
and  there  were  appointed  as  such  Committee,  the  Rev.  President,  Rev.  Marinas, 
and  the  elder  Joost  Darjee. 

1.  Rev.  Goetschius  gave  the  Rev.  Assembly  further  account  of  what  had  taken 
place.  In  connection  with  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  the  Consistory  chosen  under  his 
Erection  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh : 

(1)  Proceeding  with  the  installation  of  that  Consistory,  so  chosen. 

(2)  Forcible  occupation  of  the  churches  by  the  members  under  censure,  and  their 
observance  of  worship  in  them. 

(3)  Numerous  meetings  of  Consistory  under  the  President,  Rev.  Haaghoort,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Van  der  Linden. 

In  reference  to  this  business,  it  was  the  Rev.  Assembly's  opinion  that  a  letter 
Should  be  written  to  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  the  censured  members  at  Hackensack 
and  Schralenburgh,  containing  the  following  points: 

(1)  A  notification  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Rev.  Coetus  in  special  session,  of  the 
aeti  of  the  Rev.  Committee  api>oiiUed  by  the  Coetus  in  special  session  last  May 
[1766],  to  investigate  the  disturbances  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh. 

(S)  Also  an  earnest  warning  against  every  ungodly  act  of  that  kind. 

(I)  And  the  purpose  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  to  lay  all  that  has  occurred  forcibly  and 
tnithfolly  before  the  Rev.  Classis. 

(4)  Also  a  letter  to  Rev.  Van  der  Linden,  containing  a  faithful  waniing  against 
Us  glTlng  farther  assistance.  In  any  church  assembly,  to  those  censured  members 

•Bee  letter  of  Sept  8,  1755.  These  'Tonferrlng  Brethren",  took  the  name  of 
OmUrmiie.  a  Conference.  In  distinction  from  the  Coetus.    But  the  word  '* confer- 

a  common  noun,  sometimes  occurs  when  it  refers  to  a 


1755 


conference  of  the  Coetus. 
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For  this  purpose  were  appointed  as  a  Committee,  the  Rev.  ErickBon  and  the  ddcr, 
Simon  Van  Aarsdalen. 

3.  Key.  Van  Slnderen,  persisting  in  his  complaint  against  Rer.  Ritxema.  eonccn- 
ing  the  installation  of  Kev.  Curtenios  among  the  followers  of  Aroodens  on  Lois 
Island,  the  Rey.  Assembly  resolyed  that  Rey.  Rltzema  be  cited  to  appear  before  « 
the  following  day  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

By  unanimooB  consent  Rey.  Mlnema  took  upon  himself  the  drawing  up  of  the 
citation  which  haying  been  done,  his  Rey.  was  thanked  therefor. 

A  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Reys.  Frielinghoyaen  and  Romeji,  a 
draw  up  a  representation  to  the  Rey.  Classls  of  the  conduct  of  Rey.  Haaghoortit 
Hackensack  and  Schralenbnrgh,  as  also  of  the  acta  done  by  the  Rey.  Coounttlee 
there. 

Rey.  Erickson,  haying  faithfully  fulfilled  his  commission  in  writing  the  afoRAM 
letters,  was  thanked  therefor. 

Whereupon  the  Assembly  adjourned  with  thanksgiying  to  God. 

Session  V. 

Thursday,  Oct.  9th;  Forenoon. 

According  to  custom,  the  Rey.  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer,  kiokliif  ap  to 
God. 
The  Minutes  of  the  afternoon  preyious  were  read  and  approyed. 

1.  An  answer  was  read  from  Rey.  Curtenius,  to  the  Citation  seryed  on  liim  the 
day  before.  It  was  addressed.  *'To  the  Rey.  Gentlemea,  who  are  neither  a  StmA* 
cal,  nor  a  Classical,  nor  a  Consistorial  Assembly,  but  who  are  holding  their  aamku 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Nego  Hegeman.  residing  at  New  York**.  From  this  addrMi.lt 
appeared,  and  the  Rey.  Assembly  so  Judged,  that  the  communication  did  not  beloi« 
<Hi  their  table.  Therefore  It  would  haye  to  be  returned,  under  conyert  to  his  Rev*! 
house.  From  the  contents  of  the  answer.  It  was  also  plain  to  the  Rey.  Assembly, 
that  Rey.  Curtenius.  because  of  bis  haying  been  called  to  Long  Island  throngli  the 
wonderful  guidance  of  the  Most  High,  [as  he  said]  did.  some  time  ago.  briof  hb 
affairs  to  the  notice  of  his  "Competent  Judges",  namely.  The  Very  Rey.  Classls  if 
Amsterdam;  and  that  therefore,  he  refused  to  appear  before  us. 

2.  The  Rey.  Assembly  was  of  opinion,  that  the  power  to  suspend  him  from  the 
ministry,  (which,  on  certain  conditions  was  glyen  to  the  Rey.  Committee  appointed 
by  the  special  Coetus  last  May  to  Investigate  his  Rey'a.  call  to  Long  Island),  be 
now  put  into  execution.  This  was  done  on  account  of  his  Rey*s.  persistent  asd 
utterly  nneccleslastical  action  In  this  matter,  his  disregard  for  every  ecclesiastJal 
exhortation,  and  hU  disobedience;  and.  furthermore,  that  all  the  proceedings  la  thli 
case  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Rey.  Classls  of  Amsterdam. 

The  form  and  expression  of  this  suspension  was  taken  into  further  conaiderttioB- 
Whereupon  the  Assembly  adjourned  with  thanksgiying  to  God;   to  meet  at  1.9 
P.  M. 

Session  VI. 

Afternoon.  2:30. 

1.  After  the  meeting,  as  usual,  had  been  opened  with  prayer.  It  was  proposed  to 
send  a  Committee  to  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  requesting  Its  members  to 
act  as  mediators  In  requesting  Mr.  Rltzema,  their  minister,  and.  if  possible,  to  per- 
suade him  to  deliver  up  to  us  the  Coetus  Book  of  Minutes,  the  Classical  Letter  er 
Letters,  and  other  papers  and  books  belonging  to  the  Coetus,  as  well  as  the  Coetii»- 
Funds.  etc.  As  such  committee,  there  were  appointed  the  President  and  Scribe  ^ 
this  Coetus,  together  with  elder  Vlsscher. 

2.  (1)  Rev.  Romeyn  complained  to  the  Assembly,  that,  by  Rev.  de  Ronde's  preach- 
ing for  the  dissatisfied  at  Newtown,  he  Is  being  hindered  In  carrying  out  tlie  sail- 
tary  object  which  the  Rev.  Classls  had  committed  to  him,  namely,  the  vBltlBf 
again,  in  harmony  of  the  four  churches. 

(2)  Rev.  Homey n  further  asked  our  Assembly  for  advice  concerning  Cbuch- 
members  at  Success  and  Newtown:  Whether  it  might  be  permitted  them,  pivri* 
sionally,  to  commune  with  those  at  Oyster  Bay  and  Jamaica,  if  the  Cooslstofiei  *< 
Jamaica  and  Oyster  Bay  agreed  to  It;  Inasmuch  as  tliey  had  formerly  been  cem- 
bined  with  those  churches,  and  had  never  been  eccleslaatically  separated.  The  Bc^> 
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Assembly  had  not  the  least  objection  to  tbelr  doing  so.    Adjourned,  with  thanks- 
glvliig  to  God,  to  meet  9  o'clock  to-morrow  forenoon. 

Session  Til. 
Friday,  Oct.  10th,  forenoon;  9  o'clock. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  to  Ood. 

1.  The  Scribe  reported  that  his  Rey.  had  personally  handed  the  letter  of  citation 
to  Rev.  Rltzema,  and  that  Rev.  Rltzema  had  replied  that  his  Rev.  had  already 
given  his  answer  to  that  letter  to  Revs.  Erickson  and  Leydt. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  afternoon  were  read  and  approved. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New  York,  reported, 
that  they  had  discharged  their  commission.    The  Rev.  Consistory  had  advised  them 
that  this  matter  did  not  pertain  to  them,  but  belonged  on  a  higher  table. 

The  Rev.  Assembly,  having  used  every  means  in  its  power  to  obtain  from  Mr. 
SItzema  its  Coetus  Book  of  Minutes,  etc.,  was  unable  to  obtain  anything  else  than 
^he  Classical  Letter  of  January  14,  1756;  and  that  was  obtained  from  the  hands  of 
Bf r.  Joris  Brinkerhof,  under  the  express  condition  of  its  being  returned  to  him. 
The  Rev.  Scribe  and  Rev.  Frlelinghuysen,  having  once  again  gone  to  the  house  of 
iv,  Rltzema,  to  seek  to  induce  him,  by  every  conceivable  reason,  and  in  a  friendly 
Id  fraternal  manner,  to  give  up  to  us,  or,  at  least,  to  loan  us,  the  Book  of  Minutes 
«f  our  Coetus,  found  every  effort  in  vain.  His  Rev.  said  that  he  was  firmly  resolved, 
«ost  what  it  might,  to  retain  all  the  aforesaid  records  and  papers,  and  to  let  every- 
^liing  come  to  a  head. 

2.  Rev.  Mlnema  and  his  friends,  as  also  the  members  of  consistory,  [of  Fough- 
lieepsle,  etc.],  representing  forty-two  church-members,  being  ail  of  them  either 
mllng  memt>er8,  or  else  ex-members  of  consistory,  and  cited  by  Rev.  Mlnema  to 
appear  before  our  Assembly,  were  now  asked  by  the  Rev.  President,  whether,  if 
the  Rev.  Assembly  took  it  upon  itself  to  Judge  of  their  disputes,  they  would,  on 
both  Bides,  be  willing  to  submit  themselves  to  its  decision?  Rev.  Mlnema,  with  his 
followers  expressed  himself  as  heartily  thus  inclined.  But  those  members  of  the 
eoDSlstory  referred  to,  replied,  that  they  could  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  Rev. 
Assembly,  because  the  churches  had  not  authorized  them  to  do  so;  and  they  were 
eertaln  that,  if  sentence  were  pronounced  against  them,  the  churches  would  rise 
vp  against  them,  and  be  wholly  disrupted.  They  requested,  however,  that  the  Rev. 
Assembly  would  devise  some  possible  way  to  persuade  Rev.  Mlnema  to  resign  his 
ministry  among  them.  The  Rev.  President,  therefore,  asked  Rev.  Mlneme  whether 
he  felt  himself  Inclined  to  such  resignation  of  his  ministry  of  his  churches,  [Pough- 
keepsle  and  Fishkill],  and  would,  to  that  end,  enter  Into  the  proper  negotiations 
with  the  Consistory?  Rev.  Mlnema  showed  himself  disposed  to  do  this  also,  on 
eondttlon  that  the  Rev.  Consistories  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill 

1.  Would  give  him  a  certificate  in  due  form. 

2.  And  pay  him,  besides  the  arrears  on  his  salary,  a  fair  sum  of  money; 

3.  And  recommend  him  to  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amsterdam, 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  at  2:30,  P.  M. 

Session  VIII. 
2:30.  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  Assembly  was  opened  again  with  prayer  to  God. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  session  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  Assembly,  having  put  forth  every  possible  effort  in  connection  with  Rev. 
Mlnema's  negotiation  with  his  Consistory  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill,  concerning 
his  Rev's,  resignation  of  his  ministry  among  them,  finally  came  to  the  following 
agreement : 

That  the  Rev.  Assembly,  by  an  Individual  expression  of  opinion,  makes  known 
what  sum  of  money  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  Poughkeepsie  and  Fishkill  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  his  Rev.  on  his  dismissal.  The  Consistory  aforesaid  took  It  upon 
Itself  to  raise  the  amount  thus  fixed  upon,  among  the  churches,  if  possible;  or  If 
not,  to  leave  It  to  a  Committee,  appointed  by  this  Assembly,  namely,  Revs.  Leydt 
■ad  Marlniu,  together  with  the  elders,  Harlng  and  Hardenbergh,  if  both  parties  so 
Attired.    Both  sides  bound  themselves  to  abide,  to  stand  or  fall,  by  the  decision  of 
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that  Committee.  His  Rev.  reserved  to  himself  liberty  to  consiilt  further  with  lii 
wife  about  It  The  Itev.  Committee  is  also  to  provide  his  Rev.  with  the  necMMiy 
testimonials  for  a  regular  ecclesiastical  dismissal. 

The  sum  of  money,  by  inolvldual  vote,  adjudicated  to  Rev.  Mlnema  on  his  dh- 
missal,  was  three  hundred  and  ten  pounds  [|375.]  in  ail;  to  be  paid  by  next  Ckriil- 
mas,  or  else  sufficient  security  to  be  given  to  his  Rev.  therefor. 

The  ecclesiastical  testimonial  for  the  use  of  Rev.  Friellnghuysen,  [in  Hollandl. 
drawn  up  by  the  Committee  appointed  thereto,  was  read,  and  approved  by  t^ 
Rev.  Assembly. 

The  question  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  President,  whether  oar  Assembly  ougkt 
not  to  ask  the  German  Reformed  Coetus,  In  Peunsylvauia,  to  Join  with  ns  in  etta^ 
llshing  a  Seminary.  This  proposition,  the  Rev.  Assembly  approved,  and  resolred  tt 
leave  It  to  the  care  of  Rev.  Leydt,  in  name  of  this  Coetus. 

Whereupon  the  Rev.  Assembly  adjourned  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  nect 
to-morrow,  at  9  A.  M. 

Session  IX. 

Saturday  Oct.  11th,  Forenoon. 

The  Rev.  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer  to  God.  The  minutes  of  the  afto* 
noon  before  were  read  and  approved. 

1.  At  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Assembly,  Rev.  Romeyn  and  elder  Sebering  hii 
asked  Rev.  Rltzema,  whether  he  had  fulfilled  his  promise,  of  sending  on  to  the  Bcv. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  the  minutes  of  last  fall;  [Sept.  1754,  about  a  Classisl;  abi 
whether  he  had  put  the  same  on  record.  His  Rev's,  answer  was,  "As  I  promiMd. 
so  have  I  done." 

2.  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen  had  received  certain  letters  from  Rev.  Van  Slnderen.  Tbm 
served  to  throw  some  light  on  what  had  passed  on  I^ong  Island  In  connectioa  will 
the  calling  of  Rev.  Curtenlus.  The  letters  were  written  to  Rev.  Van  Slndewa  fcT 
Rev.  Rltzema.    It  might  be  necesKary  to  exhibit  them  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

3.  Rev.  Uomeyn  proposed,  that  as  the  Rev.  Assembly  had  taken  all  pains  to  sem 
the  churches  at  Poughkeei>Mie  and  BUshkill,  it  should  now  also.  In  a  friendly  tad 
fraternal  manner  warn  the  Rev.  Consistory,  not  to  allow  unauthorized  minlstento 
preach  before  their  congregations.  This  proposition  was  adopted  by  the  Coeta: 
and  accepted  by  John  de  Wit,  an  elder  from  Flshklil.  He  not  only  accepted  It  fW 
himself,  with  thanks,  but  also  bound  himself  faithfully  to  urge  the  same  upon  liii 
brethren  at  Flshklil  and  Poughkeepslc. 

4.  At  his  request,  Adrlanus  Van  dcr  Swan  came  in,  to  ask  this  Assembly  for  Iti 
assistance.  In  the  furtherance  of  his  promotion  [to  the  ministry].  This  had  alretdj 
been  asked  for,  of  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  or  of  the  Synod,  by  Messrs. 
Brlckson,  C^urtenlus  and  Ritzema. 

The  form  for  suspending  Rev.  Curtenlus.  drawn  up  by  Rev.  Mlnema.  was  reai 
and  by  the  Rev.  Assembly  approved,  and  sent  off.  A  copy  of  it  was  given  to  Ber. 
Van  Slnderen,  for  hU  Rev.  to  communicate  to  his  consistory. 

The  certificates  of  Adrlanus  Van  der  Swan  were  read;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  fron 
Rev.  Rltzema.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Rev.  President  to  have  possession  of  this 
letter.  The  Rev.  Coetus  Judged  that  It  could  not  second  his  request,  for  the  msoo 
that,  In  Rev.  Ritzema's  letter,  the  Rev.  Classis  Is  requested  that  his  promotloa 
should  be  effected  by  certain  ministers  who  received  their  qualification  in  HoUaai 
But  on  the  other  hand,  the  business  of  qualifying  for  the  ministry  is  sonietlilaf> 
which,  by  authority  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  belongs  only  to  the  Rev.  Coetus.  It  wai 
decided  that,  the  Lord  willing,  this  Assembly  of  the  Coetus  be  again  opened  oa 
Monday,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Hereupon,  again  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  the  Assembly  adjourned. 

Session  X. 

Monday,  Oct.  13th,  Forenoon. 

The  Assembly  opened  again  with  prayer  to  God. 

L  Adrlanus  Van  der  Swan,  present  again  according  to  his  wish,  renewed  bb 
request,  that  our  Assembly  should  be  pleased,  through  Rev.  Frlellnghuysen,  [wbia 
in  Holland]  to  petition  the  Rev.  Classis  or  Synod  for  his  promotion,  leaving  vboQr 
out  of  ^e  question  what  had  already  been  done  in  the  matter  by  Rev.  Bltnai* 
This  request  was  again  refused  for  certain  reasons. 
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2.  The  Key.  Assembly,  having  considered  the  answer  of  Key.  Rltzema  to  the  letter, 
QuanlzDonsly  citing  him,  liesolved  to  bring  that  whole  matter  to  the  table  of  the 
HeT.  Classis,  as  well  as  some  other  matters,  and  to  leave  it  to  its  judicial  action. 

So  the  Assembly  adjourned  with  thangsgiving  to  God,  to  meet  in  the  afternoon 
tt  4  o'clock. 

Session  XI. 

4  P.  M. 

The  Assembly  opened  with  a  prayer  to  God. 

A  letter,  drawn  up  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  with  thanksgiving  to  God;  to  meet  at  9  A.  M. 

Session  XII. 
Tuesday,  Oct.  14th,  9  A.  M. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  with  a  prayer  to  God. 

1.  On  motion  of  Rev.  Priellnghnyseu,  it  was  Resolved,  That  on  account  of  the 
opposition  of  his  Rev's.  Consistory  at  Albany  to  his  mission  abroad,  his  Rev.  be 
supported  by  both  word  and  deed,  according  to  the  agreement  entered  into  and 
Klgned  the  year  before;  and  that  no  call  from  Albany  be  accepted  by  any  minister 
Of  the  Coetus,  until  those  matters  shall  have  been  properly  settled.  Meanwhile, 
Uie  brethren  ottered  the  Church  of  Albany,  If  It  so  desired,  every  possible  service 
during  the  absence  of  Rev.  Prielinghuysen  [in  Holland]. 

2.  Resolved,  that  the  Rev.  Classis  be  asked,  through  Rev.  Prielinghuysen,  to  direct 
ftti  several  communications  hereafter  to  our  Assembly,  under  cover  of  Mr.  Joris 
Hrlnkerhof,  merchant  at  New  York.  He  will  forward  the  same  to  Rev.  Erlckson,  at 
Btereslnk,  who,  in  conjunction  with  Rev.  Leydt,  will  open  such  Classical  letters,  and 
^kwlde,  according  to  circumstances,  whether  or  not  they  shall  call  a  special  meeting 
mi  the  Coetus. 

S.  A  paper  was  read,  drawn  up  by  Rev.  Romeyn,  regarding  the  disturbances  at 
fiackensack  and  Schralenburgh.    This  was  approved. 

4.  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  reported  that  Rev.  Curtenius  had  received  the  notification 
^  hto  snspenslon  on  Saturday;  but  that,  on  the  Sunday  following,  he  preached  twice. 
In  this  also  he  showed  himself  disobedient. 

Whereupon  the  Assembly  adjourned,  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  to  meet  4  P.  M. 

Session  XIII. 
4  P.  M. 

Again  the  Assembly  was  opened  with  prayer  to  God. 

A  paper  was  read,  giving  a  historical  account  of  what  had  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Classis  and  an  Academy;  of  the  progress  made  therein,  and  of  the 
opposition  thereto.    This  paper  was  approved.    [See  Oct.  14,  1755.] 

A  letter  to  Rev.  Schuyler  was  read,  kindly  and  fraternally  warning  him  against 
aeceptlng  the  call  from  the  seditious  consistory  at  Hackensack,  and  exhorting  him 
to  remain  in  fraternal  fellowship  with  our  Coetus  Assembly. 

It  was  proposed  to  appoint  a  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  further  perfecting,  in 
the  name  of  the  Coetus  all  such  things,  as  Rev.  Prielinghuysen  together  with  said 
Committee,  might  deem  necessary,  before  bis  departure;  and  of  corresponding  with 
htm'  after  his  departure.  As  such  Committee,  there  were  appointed.  Revs.  Erlckson 
and  Lieydt;  and,  in  addition,  if  need  be,  in  matters  of  great  importance,  the  Messrs. 
Marinns,  Goetschius  and  Verbryck. 

Whereupon,  with  hearty  thanksgiving  to  God.  the  All-Su(Bclent  One,  and  after 
baring  wished  one  another,  and  especially  Mr.  Prielinghuysen  on  his  weighty  mis- 
sion; every  blessing,  the  Rev.  Assembly  adjourned  in  love  and  unity. 

Done  thus  in  our  regular  Coetus,  held  at  New  York,  beginning  the  7th  and  ending 
the  14th  of  October,  1766. 

Witnessed  by  us.  In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus,  in  regular  session 

Johannes  Leydt,  p.  t.  Praeses. 
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Otilata  Concordat  qnod  tester, 

Theodore  Prlellnghnjsen. 


J.  C.  Preyenmoet,  h.  t.  Scriba. 
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No.  277;  II.  [This  U  n  Classical  annotation,  aa  well  as  the  following,  as  It  wttm.] 
A  Minute  of  the  Acts  of  the  ReipilAr  Coetns,  as  it  is  here  called,  held  Oct  7  ii4 

days  following.  1766. 

Prmeses,  Rer.  J.  Leydt 
Scriba,     Rey.  Freyenmoet 

Wherein,  1,  Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghnysen  was  chosen  to  go  on  a  mission  to  Hol- 
land in  the  interest  of  the  New  York  Classls  snd  Academy. 

2.  KcT.  MInema.  on  certain  conditions,  resigned  his  ministry. 

3.  Rev.  A.  Curtenius.  for  his  illegal  call  and  departure  to  the  flre  Tillages  hi  Klap 
County  was  suspended  from  his  ministry. 

4.  Rev.  Kitsema  was  asked  in  vain  to  deliver  the  Coetiis  Mlnnte  Book,  papers  aad 
Coetus  Funds.    The  last  two.  it  is  to  be  noted,  did  not  recognise  that  Coetm. 


Suspension  of  Rev.   Anthony   Curtenius   by  thb  Coitos, 

October  11,  1755. 

No.  xiv. 

New  York,  October  11,  1755. 
Reverend,  Learned  Sir: — 

The  Assembly  of  the  Rev.  Coetns,  having  given  careful  atUn- 
tion  to  your  conduct,  as  it  has  a  right  and  is  in  duty  bound  to  do^ 
finds  itself,  to  its  heartfelt  sorrow,  obliged,  according  to  the  79tk 
and  80th  Articles  of  the  Church  Order,  to  suspend  you  from  your 
ministry,  as  it  hereby  does,  on  account  of  your  disobedience  to  onr 
truly  christian  and  fraternal  exhortation,  schism  and  intrusion 
into  another's  oflSce.  We  pray  that  God  Almighty  may  give  yw 
a  proper  view  of  the  evil  you  have  done,  clothe  you  with  all  humil- 
ity, in  order  that  you  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Gospel.  With  this 
we  remain,  Your  Rcn^'s.  obedient  servants,  In  the  name  of  tte 

Coetus  ordinair, 

John  Leydt,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Joh.  Casparus  Fryenmoet,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

Assembled  at  New  York. 

Subscribed :  That  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  sentence  which  th 
Coetus  sent  to  Rev.  Curtenius  testifies, 

John  Leydt,  Praeses. 
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CORRESPONBENCE  FROM   AMERICA. 

V.  John  Ritzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  October  13,  1755. 
Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii,  430. 

Eeference,  xxiv,  51. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brothers  in  Christ:  Although  no  one  stands  or  falls 
tlie  mere  Judgment  of  one  man,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  a  favorable  Judgment  pro- 
duces in  one  to  whose  ear  it  Comes,  love  and  inclination,  while  the  opposite  causes 
ATersion.  I,  therefore,  feel  myself  in  duty  bound  to  defend  my  good  name  against 
Theodore  Frielinghuysen.  Like  his  brother  [John]  before  him,  according  to 
»port8  of  certain  of  my  friends  In  Amsterdam,  he  has.  by  letters,  made  it  appear 
though  I,  also,  had.  in  a  special  manner  taken  up  a  position  against  true  piety; 
^tJiat  I  was  no  longer  what  I  seemed  to  be  on  my  first  coming  here.  This  cannot 
"K^iit  cause  grief  and  sadness  to  those  who  once  knew  me  in  the  Fatherland;  to  those 
'^ho,  according  to  the  custom  of  love,  have  thought  differently  concerning  me,  even 
flu  they  still  do,  and  will  continue  to  do,  unless  an  opposite  opinion  can  be  pounded 
&aito  them  with  heavy  blows. 

There  is  nothing  that  I  am  less  inclined « to  do,  than  that  which  I  am  now  com- 
Sielled  to  do.  And  this  is  so  because  Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen  could  not  gain 
XBe  over  to  his  plans.  He  has,  therefore,  taken  umbrage  at  me,  although  at  first,  he 
SiAd  thought  well  of  me,  in  that  matter  of  properly  maintaining  God's  cause.  But 
Mt  subsequently  happened,  to  his  deep  regret,  that  I  chose,  and  have  now  for  a  long 
continued  to  adhere  to  the  side  of  the  enemies  of  God  and  his  people.  I  must 
that  that  opinion  of  his  grieved  me  not  a  little;  not  that  my  own  heart  con- 
me  at  all  therein,  but  because  such  a  charge  came  from  a  ministerial 
'^lotber.  I  could  have  wished  that  he  had  practised  piety  a  little  better  among  his 
^swii  followers;  and  that  he  had,  moreover,  shown  it  in  his  letters  especially  In  that 
^tk»,  among  others,  of  Jan  30,  175S,  to  Rev.  Haaghoort.  (who  was  so  kind  as  to  send 
Mt  over  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland);  but  that  letter  consisted  remarkably  with 
3Um  own  interests. 

Bat  let  me  give  another  instance.    His  Rev.  having  laid  his  plans  for  a  Classis 
«Bd  an  Academy  also  before  our  New  York  Consistory,  I  remarked,  in  consistory, 
^onceming  them: 
1.  I  could  not  as  yet  thoroughly  understand  Rev.  Frlelinghuysen's  proceedings, 
t.  As  regards  his  proposal  for  an  [American]  Classis,  I  held  that  our  consistory 
eould   not  consent   to  it,   because  it  had  already  represented   to  the  Classis   [of 
Amsterdam]  the  inexpediency  of  such  a  Classis  here. 

S.  Nor  could  we  give  our  consent  to  the  proposal  for  an  Academy  because  we  had 
already  made  request  for  a  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  College  [King's  College] 
which  the  government  was  about  to  establish  here.  That  for  such  reasons,  not  to 
speak  of  others.  Rev.  Frlelinghuysen's  proposal  ought  to  be  refused.  Upon  my 
tdTlce  this  was  at  once  done. 

Whereupon  the  second  day  after,  his  Rev.  came  to  my  house,  and  immediately 
expressed  himself  in  words  like  these:  **How  sad  and  pitiful  it  is,  that  in  such  a 
salutary  and  pious  work,  we  cannot  afirree.  But  I  suspected  that  I  would  here  meet 
Voblas  and  Sanballat,  etc."  Who  would  not  shudder  and  tremble  at  such  allusions! 
If  It  were  necessary,  I  could  produce  other  instances  of  the  same  kind;  but  I  turn 
aside  from  such  things  to  pass  to  my  more  immediate  object. 

Let  me  now  give  your  Revs,  another  example  of  my  piety  and  impiety,  according 
to  Mr.  Frlelinghuysen's  Judgment. 

I  acknowledge  that,  immediately  after  my  arrival  In  this  country,  I  took  sides 
with  the  little  village  of  Gravesand,  [Gravesend,  L.  I.]  As  I  then  understood 
things,  and  still  understand  them,  this  village  was  oppressed,  by  being  put  under 
eensnre,  and  deprived  of  every  religious  observance,  by  Arondeus  and  his  party. 
But  I  tried  to  free  it  from  that  censure,  and  to  bring  it  Into  union  again  with  the 
chnrches  [of  King's  -County],  as  it  was  before.  When  thVa  etloxl  ^to^^^  \a  \^ 
fruitless,  1  continued  to  use  my  liberty  occasionally  to  preacli  t\i«T«,  \i\i\\\  «:ix  of^v^^- 
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tunity  for  its  reHtoratlon  to  its  former  conditions  might  occar.  Sncta  opportnthr 
I  Bouglit  at  once,  wbcu  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  SInderon  came.  A»  the  Rer.  CUusIiiBir 
remember,  the  little  village  waA  excluded  from  his  call.  He  was  called  totbetrc 
TlllageA,  to  the  exclusion  of  Gravescnd.  Then,  with  the  elders,  1  went  to  Tu 
Sinderen  and  asked  him  to  take  charge  of  it,  although  It  had  no  part  la  Us  ctl. 
etc.,  bat  he  refused  to  do  so.  Later  on,  Van  Sinderen  got  Into  a  dispute  irltk  Ui 
consistory  and  congregation  about  calling  Arondeus  a  second  time.  Then,  thepeofk 
of  Gravesend  quietly  fell  into  line,  and  subsequently,  came  oat  openly  in  all  tk 
proceiHlings  against  Arondeus.  I  deenud  this  course  In  them  not  to  be  right  Fm; 
as  union  had  been  n^fused  in  times  of  peace,  it  seemed  that  place  ought  not  mv 
to  be  recelTcd  into  a  sort  of  union  for  the  mere  purpo.^e  of  meeting,  so  to  spetk. 
violence  with  violence:  cFpecIally  since  It  was  outside  of  the  anion  of  the  fltt  til- 
lages, and  still  Is.  so  far  as  the  calling  of  Van  Sinderen  was  concerned.  Also  To 
Sinderen  has  never  yet  preached  there.  Inasmuch  as  I  neither  coaM  nor  wodd 
Justify  those  proceedings,  I  was  at  times  subjected  to  every  Insalt  and  contODpt: 
my  love  and  services  were  met  with  disfavor,  and  therefore,  I  am  now  declarpdtt 
be  an  enemy  of  piety. 

Similar  treatment  fell  to  my  lot  In  connection  with  the  tronbles  in  Queens  Conty. 
where  Thomas  Romeyn  Is  now  located.  I  had  been  commissioned  by  the  Coetu.  tt 
try  to  heal  the  breach  there.  In  acconlance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Clmii. 
to  appoint  a  consistory  acceptable  to  both  parties.  The  trouble  and  Iibor  wUrl 
this  cost  me  in  dealing  with  each  party  cannot  be  described;  for  one  wanted  we 
thing,  and  another,  another.  If  some  agreement  was  reached  In  relation  to  Ojiitt 
Bay,  to  the  effect,  that  in  case  the  arrears  on  Goetschlus*  salaiy  were  rtlMd.  lO 
would  at  once  be  well:  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  amount  was  hot  flflcci 
or  sixteen  pounds,  and  that  no  one  felt  himself  obliged  to  pay  It,  the  notion  vii 
suggeste<l  that,  as  these  were  but  money  matters,  those  who  were  In  favor  of  pei« 
for  the  church  should,  each  of  them,  according  to  his  ability,  contribute  his  ihiw 
voluntarily;  that  no  obligation  should  be  laid  on  any  one:  and  that  the  amomt 
which  then  might  be  still  lacking.  I  should  seek  to  persuade  Goetschlos  to  n)K 
there.  [Where?)  To  thnt  end  I  undertook  that  difficult  Journey  of  between  thirty 
and  forty  miles.  I  preached  a  sermon,  exhorting,  [to  the  best  of  my  ability]  eart 
one,  to  love  and  pence;  and  at  the  close  of  it,  I  invited  the  congregation  to  coBf 
In  front  of  the  pulpit.  I  set  a  good  example  my.<»elf,  by  putting  twenty  shillingib 
my  hat.  This  was  followed  by  only  two  or  three  others,  who  together  did  not  jflw 
as  much  as  I  had  done  alone.  Whereupon  I  again  addressed  the  assembled  «■• 
pany,  but  only  with  this  result,  that  pome  one  of  the  so-called  pious  ones  objected: 
"They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  work  of  Simon,  the  Sorcerer:  they  wm* 
not  inclined  to  buy  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  money.**  With  the  ntnwit 
scorn  and  contempt  I  was  t.umed  away:  so  that,  without  having  either  food  « 
drink  offered  me,  I  had  to  get  home  again  as  best  I  might.  A  letter  was  sent  afiw 
me,  to  be  read  In  the  Coetns,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

I  come  now  to  Jamnloa,  not  to  speak  of  other  places,  becanse  the  troubles  the« 
are  without  end.  In  regard  to  those  who  at  first  submitted  to  the  Coelns.  and 
asked  its  help  in  choosing  a  consistory:  (for  Arondeus  had,  with  a  part  of  the  Cob- 
slstory,  broken  away  from  that  church):  and  the  first  referred  to  did  not  know  what 
else  to  do  under  the  circumstances:  it  was,  therefore,  my  object  that  tboae  twa 
consistories  should  be  united  Into  one;  or  else  that  both  being  dissolved,  an  alto- 
gether new  consistory  should  l»e  chosen.  This  was  also  the  object  of  the  Ber. 
Classis,  as  well  as  my  own.  Therefore,  the  heading,  announcing  the  election,  ra> 
thus:  "The  Consistory  chosen  for  the  separate  part  of  the  church  of  Jamaln,  ob 
the  etc."  Rev.  Joh.  Friellnghuysen  having  in  the  meantime  come  into  the  Coeti* 
and  things  remaining  as  they  were  before,  he  together  with  others,  wanted  that 
election,  at  which  I  had  assisted,  to  pass  for  legal;  and  that  consistory  to  be  heM 
the  legal  one  for  that  village,  thus  setting  aside  the  other.  Because  I  conld  not  do 
that,  and  because  I  showed  how  It  conflicted  with  the  very  facts  of  the  case,  Gort- 
BChlus  cried  out  In  the  Assembly,  that  I  was  one  who  strengthened  the  hands  of  tte 
ungodly.  Yet,  this  Goetschlus  owes  his  restoration  to  the  ministry  chiefly  to  a*- 
And  this  Is  the  consistory  with  which  he  called  Thomas  Romeyn.  and  which,  soh^^ 
quently,  was  by  a  majority  vote,  [In  the  Coetns]  declared  to  be  legaL  BtML 
then.  Sirs,  a  fresh  \i\slaTiee  ot  m^  taking  sides  with  the  ungodly! 

I  should  not  know  where  \o  \>e?Niv,  mwiYw  \^i»  '^XskfrT^  \ti  «v8l,  \t  I  were  to  giTe  o^^ 
Instancet  ot  wbat  liiift,  tt<im  Wm^  \«*  Wia^i.  ^3cc^iTT^  Vti  w**  ^^amXm^  '^r^e^  *«• 
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;liiD^  wblch,  I  felt  In  my  conscience  before  God,  I  was  bound  to  oppose,  because, 
Lltbough  carried  by  a  majority  vote,  they  went  agaiUst  resolutions  previously 
i.flopted  by  the  Coetus,  and  the  guilty  were  left  unpunished.  Such  things  made  a 
neeting  of  the  Coetus  disgusting  to  me.  This  was  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  the 
church  of  New  York  as  well  as  others  came  to  be  more  and  more  averse  to  the 
Coetus.  But  I  shall  leave  that  matter  entirely  alone,  until  I  am  more  urgently 
^omp^lled  to  take  it  up.  Nor  shall  I-  go  into  the  matter  relative  to  the  case  of  Rev. 
Curtenius.  whom  I  Installed  over  the  churches  of  Kings  County. 

Now  as  to  the  rest.  As  regards  my  state  before  the  Lord,  I  do  not  stand  in  judg- 
ment before  any  man.  This  I  may  say,  however,  to  the  glory  of  His  grace,  that  it 
has  pleased  Him  to  look  upon  me  graciously,  although  so  unworthy.  For  twenty- 
aine  years  already  I  have  been  gaining  experience  in  the  way  of  righteousness.  By 
Ells  grace  I  still  stand,  and,  I  trust  that,  by  His  power,  I  shall  continue  to  stand. 
[  exercise  myself,  that  I  may  have  a  conscience  void  of  offense  before  God.  If  testi- 
mony to  that  effect  is  required,  I  dare  call  upon  my  whole  church,  especially  upon 
the  godly  people  in  it,  and  even  upon  such  as  are  yet  outside,  to  give  it. 

And  I  send  this  letter  to  your  Revs,  with  no  other  object  than  that  your  Rev. 
Assembly— (before  which  Rev.  Friellnghuysen,  who  leaves  here  against  the  will  of 
his  own  church  which  called  him  and  to  which  he  has  ministered  for  nine  years,— 
of  which,  perhaps  something  more,  later— expects  to  appear  to  seek  the  furtherance 
of  bis  interests,)— may  know  that— (averse,  as  I  am  to  all  discord  and  quarreling, 
snd  desirous  of  having  no  difference  with  anybody,)— I  differ  with  the  brethren,  not 
from  favoring  or  opposing  true  piety,  (there  being  rothing  of  that  sort  in  the  whole 
dispute,)  but  concerning  their  dealing  with  matters,  which,  I  believe,  ought  to  be 
carefully  handled,  according  to  Church  Order).  This  should  be  done  as  far  as  It  is 
practicable  to  apply  such  Church  Order,  as  well  as  according:  to  the  resolutions  and 
regulations  adopted  by  ourselves.  And  this  should  be  done  with  out  respect  to 
persons,  whether  one  bears  the  name  of  being  pious  or  not;  because  our  action  does 
not  concern  one's  inward  experiences,  but  one's  actions,  so  far  as  these  are  known, 
and.  (as  I  understand  it)  might  come  within  the  province  of  a  Court  of  Justice. 

Moreover,  our  condition  [under  the  English  Government]  requires  that  we  do  not 
deprive  any  by  our  ecclesiastical  decisions,  of  his  civil  rights;  certainly  not  without 
the  utmost  carefulness.  For,  otherwise,  we  might  get  ourselves  Involved  in  dlflS- 
coltles  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  extricate  ourselves  without  great 
losses.  Thus,  also,  we  might  not  only  give  occasion  fois  but  even  cause  our  own 
disruption.  If,  therefore,  we  cannot  [safely]  exercise  such  [ecclesiastical]  judg- 
ments, I  consider  it  to  be  much  better  to  have  no  Ecclesiastical  Assembly  here  at 
all.  Let  each  church  govern  itself  as  well  as  it  can.  If  a  dispute  arises,  let  it  call 
iu  its  neighboring  churches.  If  the  matter  can  not  be  settled  thus,  let  it  be  laid 
before  the  Classis,  and  let  both  parties  submit  to  its  decision.  Thus  peace  and 
unity  will  be  preser>'ed,  and  the  bond  with  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland  will 
remain  unbroken. 

Should  Rev.  Friellnghuysen  [when  In  Holland]  still  speak  of  piety  being  involved, 
ss  I  8uppo;ie  he  will,  then  I  hope  that  the  things  already  proved  against  his  Rev., 
and  others  that  can  and  will  be  proved,  may  exhibit  most  clearly  what  that  piety 
of  bis  really  is. 

Furthermore,  I  commit  the  cause  of  God,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  my  good  name, 
which  to  me  also  is  better  than  ointment,  and  more  excellent  than  great  riches,  to 
the  Lord,  and  to  your  Revs.,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  may  come  before  your  Revs, 
for  defense.  Labor  and  sorrow  have  well  nigh  exhausted  me.  I  still  catechize  three 
times  a  week.  One  week  I  preach  twice,  and  the  next  week,  three  times,  without 
any  assistance.  Besides,  there  are  many  other  things  to  do.  And  then,  these  diffl- 
cnitles,  of  which  Rev.  Friellnghuysen  is  the  chief  cause,  yea,  the  sole  author,  grieve 
me  most  of  all.  I  hope  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  in  them,  they  may  come  to 
an  end  before  long,  even  if  the  Lord  granted  only  a  year's  respite  to  me.  But  as 
long  as  I  am  able,  I  will  try.  In  the  strength  of  the  I^ord,  to  be  faithful.  He  has 
tlius  far  strengthened  me  and  will  further  enable  me  to  be  faithful  unto  death. 

With  much  respect.  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ,  I  now  sign  myself. 

Your  Very  Revs.'  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Johannes  Ritzema.  V.  D.  M.  at  New  York. 
New  York,  October  13,  1765. 
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COBSESPONDENCE  FB02iC  Am£BICA. 

The  Coetus  [or  American  Classis]  to  the  Claasis  of  Amsterdim, 

October  14,  1755. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  '\  Vol.  ii.     Extracts^  xxiiL     431^ 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren: 

The  Rev.  Coetas,  not  hating  the  light,  has  thought  it  necessary  to  expose,  aee«i- 
tng  to  truth  the  state  of  things  pertaining  to  the  Dutch  Church  of  God  Ui  tkm 
regions,  as  is  hereby  done. 

Heretofore,  some  years  back,  our  churches  were  gOTemed  only  by  the  couiMsiy. 
Each  one  stood  by  Itself.  In  later  years,  goTemment  by  memns  of  a  Coetat  «ii 
added  thereto,  etc.  These  things  are  all  well-known.  Notwithstanding;  it  lu 
become  abundantly  clear  to  us,  that  government  by  a  Classis  has  now  become acccir 
sary,  as  reasons  given  in  a  previous  letter,  show.  Hence  the  business  was  at  smc 
set  in  motion ;  but.  as  it  met  with  more  or  less  opposition,  and  that  largely  wltlNK 
the  knowledge  of  the  Coetus,  the  following  simple  account  Is  herewith  giroi  t»  Is 
origin  and  progress.  The  occasion,  as  causa  prima  movens  In  the  Coetus,  for  seek- 
ing the  organization  of  a  Classis.  was  a  proposition  made  by  Rer.  Geraidos  Hiif- 
hoort,  in  the  year  1753.  He  proposed  to  drop  his  protest  which  he  had  bfM|M 
against  Rev.  du  Bois  and  the  Coetus,  on  condition  that  the  Coetus  devise  sow 
measures  for  the  improvement  of  its  organization.  This  proposition  was  adofitel. 
as  can  be  seen  from  the  Minutes  of  that  year's  session.  When  the  matter  case  ip 
in  the  year  1754,  a  large  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  churches  were  In  CtTortC 
asking  for  a  Classis  etc. 

Rev.  Johannes  RItzema,  however,  in  his  reply,  urged  a  return  to  the  old  ecoacwv. 
etc. ;  but.  as  he  could  do  notning,  when  it  came  to  a  vote,  he.  too.  voted  for  t 
Classis;  so  that  there  was  actually  but  one  vote  in  ths  negative.  On  this  basis,  tk 
matter  was  further  acted  on,  and  a  letter  to  the  churches  drawn  up,  making  tki 
result  known,  and  asking  for  signatures,  etc.  It  was  then  ordered  that  the  Spedil 
Scribe,  Rev.  Ritzema,  should  send  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  the  churches,  asdi 
Committee  was  appointed  to  receive  their  replies  by  the  following  April,  [IIB]. 
Then  all  the  particulars  were  to  be  sent  over.  In  a  communication,  to  the  Clurii 
and  to  the  Synod. 

In  the  meantime,  as  we  have  been  informed,  (though  we  hare  not  been  alloved 
to  see  the  paper),  it  pleased  Rev.  Ritzema.  as  well  as  the  Consistory  of  Xew-Toik. 
immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  Coetus,  untimely  as  that  appears,  n 
draw  up  a  declaration,  as  they  called  it.  and  send  it  to  the  Rev.  Classis.  In  tbii 
they  obJecte<I  to  a  Coetus  or  a  Classis  or  any  kind  of  ecclesiastical  body  over  heie. 
Besides  this,  the  Special  Scribe,  when  sending  the  Plan  of  the  Rev.  Coetus.  la  its 
name,  [to  the  churches]  was  so  kind  as  to  affix,  by  way  of  a  postscript,  a  copy  of 
the  protest  of  the  New  York  Consistory,  accompanied  by  other  letters  dlscoarul>S 
approval,  etc. 

The  following  Is  an  extract  of  one  of  these  letters: 

"To  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Slnderen:  I  send  you  the  action  of  the  Coetus  to  tltf 
church.  Be  not  in  too  great  a  hurry  about  asking  your  church's  consent;  for  1 
believe  that  there  are  other  churches,  besides  that  of  New  Tock,  which  will  hive 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  such  a  Classis.  And  to  speak  the  truth.  I  myself  thlok 
it  is  better  to  have  no  Classis  than  to  have  one.  Especially  for  your  Rev.,  it  doei 
not  seem  to  me  to  be  safe  to  give  your  consent,  so  long  as  the  matters  in  your  c«i* 
gregation  are  not  settled."  He  wrote  to  others,  in  like  manner ;  to  how  many,  «« 
do  not  know.    Is  this  acting  in  good  faith,  and  in  honor,  etc.? 

I  need  not  mention  other  matters,  perhaps  worse,  of  the  same  kind.  But  wbec 
this  and  similar  things  became  known.  Rev.  Theodore  Friellnghuysen  took  oceaslN 
to  go  around  and  visit  all  the  churches.  To  the  proposition  tor  a  Classis  he  worn 
added  that  of  a  school  for  training  young  men  for  the  ministry.  To  thia,  nearly  all 
the  churches,  which  he  visited,  gave  their  consent  This  effeetnally  thwarted  tbp 
design  of  Rev.  Ritzema.  To  him,  now,  Rev.  Haaghoort  seemed  to  have  Joined  htS' 
self.    They  pUcbed  upon  one  WAn^  %xv^  «civ<)\Xi«T  Vw  ^^VQ«ition,  but  they  dwelt  ehkiy 
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ajK>n  the  clrcnmstance  of  Frielinghuysen's  operations,  claiming  that  thereby,  "he 
iad  broken  up  the  Coetus'*,  etc. 

Tlie  disruption  of  the  Goetns  was  after  all,  the  chief  object;  but  accusing  others 
>f  It,  was  the  artifice  employed.  For  before  this,  it  had.  In  many  ways  been 
Insisted  (gewronge  en  gedronge,  wrenched  and  urged)  that  the  Coetus  was  dis- 
rupted; and  this  also  seems  to  have  opened  the  way  for  the  wrong  doings  of  Revs. 
Durtenlus,  Rltxema  and  Haaghoort.  The  one  organized  a  church  within  a  church  at 
Backensack,  etc.— a  case  which,  further  explained  and  acted  on,  is  now  upon  the 
:able  of  the  Classis.  The  other  has  accepted  a  call  among  the  followers  of  Arondeus, 
irltli  a  consistory  which  the  Coetus  had  emphatically  declared  to  be  illegal;  and 
Lhat  without  any  approach  to  union  between  the  parties.  In  every  way  and  in 
yrery  circumstance.  It  was  as  in  the  case  of  Arondeus,  whom  the  Classls  and  the 
ScBtus  declared  to  be  an  illegal  minister,  there,  etc.  The  third  did,  by  advising,  and 
fielding,  (raadgevinge  en  Inlyvinge)  fall  in  with  it,  [the  plan  for  a  Classis],  etc. 
It  became  altogether  necessary  now  to  say,  "There  is  no  more  any  Coetus;"  for 
otherwise  things  would  come  to  light  before  the  opening  of  Classis,  and  previous 
resolutions  would  take  eCTect,  etc.  At  this  stage  of  the  case  a  Convention  was  held 
last  May  [1756]  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  whether  the  matters  of  a  Classis  and 
Seminary  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Synod,  as  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  show. 
At  this  Rev.  Haaghoort  rises  up  with  a  protest  against  the  meeting,  against  what 
had  been  done,  what  was  being  done,  or  what  might  ever  be  done.  He  had  taken  a 
ipreat  deal  of  trouble,  also,  to  get  his  party  to  protest,  but  had  not  succeeded,  save 
with  the  Trustees,  the  new  heads  at  Hackensack.  But  the  consistory  of  Paramus, 
Its  minister  being  absent,  and  his  own  consistory  were  not  willing  to  protest.  And 
he  Is  still  writing  letters  to  consistories  against  their  ministers,  so  as  to  cause 
diTlslons  where  there  yet  is  peace.  Such  action  had  some  foundation,  in  Rev.  Frie- 
Unshuysen's  going  aroimd  among  the  churches,  without  having  been  appointed 
thereto  by  the  Coetus,  etc.  But  the  Idea  especially  sought  to  be  conveyed,  is,  that 
the  very  object  of  the  Coetus  is  broken  up,  by  seeking  the  organisation  of  a  Classis; 
whereas  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  thereby  confirmed  and  advanced.  But  this  man  is 
known  of  old,  for  his  protesting  character,  and  making  trouble  in  the  Coetus;  yea, 
he  Is  a  man,  who,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival,  has  dealt  deceitfully  with 
churches;  is  filled  with  the  love  of  honor  and  power,  and  is  known  to  be  an  idle 
(Intton.  Being  that  kind  of  a  man,  the  result  is,  that  his  church  has  nearly 
dwindled  away;  and  another  call  he  cannot  get,  much  as  he  has  sought  it. 

By  reason  of  the  restlessness  mentioned,  and  the  zealous  urgency  of  the  com- 
plainants, the  Convention  [of  May,  1766]  found  itself.  In  consclenqe,  obliged  to  call 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Coetus.    The  character  of  this  meeting  the  minutes  indi- 
cate.   The  cavilers  then  fell  upon  that.    It  had  not  been  legally  called;  the  Coetus 
was  thereby  broken  up,  etc.    But  we  thought  differently,  and  we  proceeded  with 
the  business  as  the  circumstances  required.    Rev.  Ritzema  then,  too,  said,  "There 
was  still  a  Coetus,  or  there  ought  to  be.*'    But,  as  he  has,  more  than  once,  acted 
and  spoken  deceitfully,  or  because  he  changed  his  opinion  again,  when  he  found 
that  the  Coetus  would  be  held  again  at  the  regular  time,  he  raised  a  new  objection, 
which  he  made  known  in  a  correspondence  with  Rev.  Leydt.    To  a  friendly  ques- 
tion proposed  to  his  Rev.,  whether  it  would  not  be  well  for  his  Rev.,  as  Special 
Scribe,  to  send  a  Circular  Letter  to  all  the  brethren,  members  of  the  Coetus,  to 
urge  them  to  union  again;  and  amon^  other  reasons,  to  press  the  importance  of 
onion  with  heart  and  soul,  in  order  to  seek  the  welfare  of  God's  Church:  to  this  he 
gave  the  following  answer:     "In   reply  to  your  question,  this  must  serve  as  an 
answer;  that,  although  I  am  still  the  Special  Scribe  of  the  Coetus,  I  neither  shall, 
nor  am  I  able  to  call  a  Coetus,  for  the  Coetus  has  been  broken  up  by  you  all.    Do 
joa  still  call  yourself  a  Coetus?  but  call  the  child  by  its  right  name,  for  you  are 
Friellnghuy sen's  Coetus;  and,  since  you  are  such,  the  letter  from  the  Classis  belongs 
to  OS,  and  not  to  you;  and  will,  as  I  trust,  be  opened  by  us,  and  afterwards  used, 
etc."    He  took  this  position  for  reasons  which  are,  possibly,  best  known  to  himself. 
In  this  state  of  mind  the  regular  Coetus  still  found  him;  for,  a  week  before  the 
regular  session,  he,  with  two  or  three  other  brethren,  had  held  a  sort  of  a  session. 
Oonseqnently,  he  refused  to  send  us,  when  assembled  at  the  regularly  appointed 
time,  any  of  the  books  or  papers  that  belonged  to  the  Coetus,  as  appears  from  our 
minutes.    He  was  told  by  the  other  brethren  not  to  do  It,  [not  to  send  books  etc.]. 
Which  matter,  therefore,  we  bring  before  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam.    Wh«^ 
by  letter  asked  to  appear  before  us  to  explain  his  pait  Vn  coTma^Wxit^  ^^^ .  C\iT- 
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tenius,  and  io  installlnsr  him  on  Long  Island,  he  refused  to  do  so.   Thb,  tM  n 
bring  ui)on  the  table  of  the  Classls,  asking  what  Is  to  be  done  with  him. 

Be  it  further  Icnown,  tliat  he  has  acted  in  his  own  charch  In  such  a  way,  u  tin 
In  the  matter  of  the  Episcopal  College  at  New  Yorlc.  [Kings  College],  In  wUdik 
intermeddled,  making  a  reqyest  for  [a  Theological  Professorship  for]  the  DiMl 
without  having  consulted  ills  consistory,  etc.,  that  his  consistory  cited  Urn  ti 
appear  before  them,  and  recorded  in  their  Church  Book  sereral  points  that  vm 
charge<l  against  him,  and  protested  against  them.  It  Is  far  from  the  trntk,  iln. 
that  the  entire  consistory  of  New  York  agrees  with  him  in  his  opposition  to  htiki 
a  Ciassis  and  a  Seminary  In  this  country.  There  are  several  of  them,  and  tbeytn 
by  no  means  the  least,  who  are  in  favor  of  these  things. 

Thus  it  is,  therefore,  that  not  only  the  peace,  but  especially  tlie  preserratlm  <C 
the  Dutch  Chorch  in  New  York,  keeping  It  from  going  entirely  over  to  the  KsfM 
[Church]  demand  that  we  should  have  something  more  of  organisation  tkii  «< 
now  have.  Such  is  the  case  also  with  several  other  churches.  Their  earnest  dolRf 
are  that  our  Mother-Church  in  Holland,  whose  sound  Confession  of  Faith  and  end- 
lent  Discipline  must  be  as  precious  to  her  as  it  Is  to  us.  will  take  compaasioa  on  m 
consider  our  condition,  and  help  us  in  furthering  the  measores  for  redrev  Hi 
improvement. 

That  these  things  are  so,  in  very  truth,  we,  the  Regular  Coetns,  testify. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus, 

Johannes  L«eydt,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

John  C.  Frejenmoet,  Aetas,  SSu 

h.  t  Serlbi. 
This  14th  of  October,  1756.  New  York. 

No.  245,  I. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen  to  the  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct 

22,  1755. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Sirs,  the  Very  Rev.  Ciassis  of  Amsterdam: 

Rov.  Fathers,  Highly  Respected  Brethren  in  the  Lord,  the  Very  Rev.  ClaisiB  rf 
Amsterdam:— 

I*eace  and  Joy  be  multiplied  unto  your  Reverences  I 

Although  I  had  hoped  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  appearing  before  your  Reverewl 
Bo<ly  in  person  for  the  IU*v.  Coc^'tus  had  charged  me  with  a  certain  commi8sio&. 
(which  with  the  help,  and  through  the  mediation  of,  the  Rev.  Ciassis  of  Amster 
dam,  1  was  to  lay  before  the  very  Rev.  Synods),  namely,  the  matter  of  establlshins 
among  us  a  Ciassis  and  an  Academy;  I  shall  have  to  be  satisfied,  for  the  preeeat 
with  this  communication;  for  I  am  kept  from  going  on  my  journey,  partly  by  tbe 
unwillingness  of  my  church  to  be  without  my  services  for  so  long  a  time,  an* 
partly  by  the  rumors  of  war. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  upon  the  table  of  the  Very  Rev.  Ciassis.  the  ac«WB- 
panyiug  papers,  in  order  that  your  Revs,  may  be  able  to  form  a  preliminary  jndf- 
ment  on  the  state  of  things  among  us.  The  minutes  of  the  Conference  [May  3^ 
1756,1  and  of  the  Special  Coetus  In  connection  with  that  occasion,  are  herewltl 
despatched.  The  minutes  of  the  regular  Coetus  [Oct.  7-14.  17551  I  hope  to  send  bj 
the  next  opportunity,  so  that.  In  case  these  should  be  lost,  [drift  off,  misdrobbereal. 
the  others  may  come  to  hand  safely. 

Our  church  matters  here  have  reached  an  important  crisis,  and  the  only  remcdj 
that  can  heal  our  dllBculties  seems  to  be  the  one  which  we  are  now  seeking.  Sho^ 
that  remedy  not  be  secured,  it  Is  likely  that  everything  will  fall  into  disorder  tt* 
get  beyond  the  hope  of  any  remedy. 

Since  my  church  refuses  to  let  me  make  the  journey,  notwithstanding  the  prool* 
of  the  brethren  of  the  Coetus  to  supply  it  in  my  absence,  I  humbly  request  that  ^ 
may  please  your  Ue\a.  to  g^ye  orders  to  my  church  to  let  me  go  to  cany  oat  tke 
purpose  for  which  the  'B.e'7.  CqqVu^^k^  &%\^%'&X5!^  \si«. 
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Many  things  I  would  call  up  to  the  remembrance  of  yonr  ReTS.,  if  it  were  not 
that  1  still  cherish  the  hope  of  soon  appearing  before  yonr  Revs,  in  person,  to  give 
m.  fuller  account  of  everything. 

Concerning  the  matter,  now  undertaken,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  by  us,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Rev.  Classls  will  give  their  approbation  to  it,  if  it  be  but  truth- 
folly  represented.  I  trust,  also,  that  nothing  which  may  come  fr(Hn  our  brethren 
who  may  protest,  will  be  considered  unanswerable,  until  we  shall  have  the  liberty 
and  opportunity  to  make  our  defense. 

For,  Rev.  Fathers,  our  matter  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  we  are  obliged  to  exert 
oorselyes  to  the  very  utmost,  and  to  bring  everything  into  the  clear  light  of  day, 
as  becomes  those  who  are  laboring  to  keep  the  ship  from  sinking.  In  order  to  save 
our  Jerunalem,  to  deliver  her  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  are  dealing  treacher- 
ously with  her,  who  seem  to  be  willing  to  betray  our  Zion,  and  to  deliver  her  over 
to  such  as  are  seeking  her  destruction. 

The  Rev.  Classis  will  be  exceedingly  surprised  at  things  which  have  occurred 
among  us,  when,  at  some  time,  all  that  Is  now  kept  concealed,  shall  be  fully 
revealed. 

With  this  goes  also  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Goetus,  containing  a  humble  request 
that  two  young  Nazarites,  Maurlts  Goetschius  and  Henrlcus  Frleiinghuysen  may 
be  ordained.  The  one  le  called  and  is  already  preaching  at  Stone  Arabia;  the  other 
at  Mormeltown  [Marbletown],  Rochester  and  Wawarslng,  in  the  Esopus.  Dele- 
gates from  Stone  Arabia  were  present  at  our  Special  Coetus,  and  presented  a  peti- 
tion, signed  by  most  of  the  members  of  that  church,  asking  and  beseeching  the 
Rev.  Coetus,  to  ordain  the  man  whom  they  had  called  into  the  Holy  Ministry.  The 
delegates  from  the  Esopus  had  also  signed  a  petition  requesting  that  the  minister 
whom  they  had  called,  might  be  ordained  in  this  country  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
When  the  Rev.  Classis  comes  to  consider  the  need  of  those  churches  and  their 
earnest  desires  to  have  their  ministers  ordained,  [ingehuldigt,  as  abovel,  I  humbly 
hope  and  trust  that  the  Rev.  Classis  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  the  Rev.  Coetus,  as 
soon  as  possible,  authority  for  their  promotion.  I  add  my  humble  request  to  that 
of  those  churches  just  mentioned.  The  refusal  of  their  requests,  would,  I  fear, 
have  very  disastrous  consequences. 

Hoping  and  expecting  to  obtain  a  favorable  answer  from  you,  and  within  a  short 
time  to  enjoy  the  honor  and  the  pleasure  of  meeting  your  Revs,  face  to  face,  and 
praying  for  Heaven's  most  precious  blessings  upon  your  Revs'  persons,  your  Holy 
Ministry,  and  your  honored  families,  I  remain,  leaving  and  submitting  everything 
to  the  wise  judgment  of  the  Rev.  Classis, 
Your  Revs,  very  humble  and  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Theodorus  Frleiinghuysen. 
New  York,  Oct.  22,  1755. 

No.  246,  iv. 

[See  Report  in  April,  17&6.] 

Meeting  at  Paramus,  Nov.  3rd,  17B5.    See  under  Nov.  25,  1756. 

The  Chuboh  and  the  College. 

Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gk)spel,  November  3rd,  1755,  on  the  founding  of  Kings 
College. 


1756 


** We  always  expected  that  a  gift  so  valuable  In  Itsolf,  and 

80  absolutely  necessary,  (It  being  the  only  ground  within  the  City  properly  situated. 
and  of  sufficient  extent,)  would  be  the  means  of  obtaining  some  privileges  to  the 
Ohuich;  especially  as  the  first  promoter  of  the  affair,  in  the  House  of  Represents- 
tfres,  always  proposed  such  a  preference,  at  least,  as  is  granted  by  the  Charter: 
but  we  never  insisted  on  any  condition,  till  we  found  some  persons  laboring  to 
exclude  all  systems  of  religion  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the  College.  When  wo 
discovered  this  design,  we  thought  onrselvet  indlspensibly  obliged  to  interpose,  and 
we  have  had  the  countenance  of  many  good  men  of  all  denominatlona,  «jv^  Vcv  v^x- 
Ucular  the  Ministers  of  the  Foreign  Protestant  Churcbea  in  fbY^  cW^,  ^\ic)  tv.x^ 

85 
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appointed  GoTernors  of  the  College,  and  who.  without  the  leftst  hesitation  qnalUM 
aKTi^eable  to  tho  Church,  and  continue  hearty  friends  to  It. 

Rut  notwithHtanding  this,  the  opposition  still  continues,  and  has  so  far  preraiM 
as  to  have  hitherto  prevented  the  application  of  the  money  raised  by  Lottery  :i 
the  use  of  the  <:'olIege.    To  etfect  this,  our  opponents  have  been  indefati^ble,  t^ 
most  base  dlslngennous  methods  have  been  used  to  prejudice  the  Comnum  Pmi>> 
in  the  several  counties,  whom  they  endeavored  to  persuade,  that  the  Test  Impnt^ 
on  the  president  will  Infallibly  be  attended  with  the  establishment  of  Bishops  ai4 
Tythes,  and  will  end  lu  the  loss  of  all  their  religious  privileges,  and  even  In  p»»- 
cutlon  Itself.    Petitions  have  been  drawn  and  handed  about   to  be  signed  agalBtt 
the  Charter  Establishment:  and  weekly  papers*  have  been  published  for  two  y«r» 
past  wherein  nil  the  F'rlends  of  the  Church  and  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Churek  Id 
particular,   have  been   nbuKed   In  the  most   opprobrious   terms:  so  that  It  l«  xm 
uncertnln   when  the  inont'y   will.  I>y  the  (lonerhl  Asstml>ly,  be  vested  In  the  G*t- 
ernors.     In    tht*   meuntinif,    they   have   liegnn    to  subMTibe   anions   themselv*^  i]i4 
are  daily  purchusinf;  materials  t«>  lay  the  foundi^tlons  of  a   handsome,  conrenleat 
Edllk-e.  whirh,  <tod  willlnjr.  tlu-y  prn|f<»j«e  to  be^ln  iir-xt  spring;  and  they  are  iadwe>! 
to  hope,  that  as  the  dlsyenting  seminary  In  New  J»?rsey*'  (Princeton)  "has  hid  tkf 
General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk  of  S<*otland  engaged  in  Its  bt^balf  last  year,  as  «3 
as  the  (lisseiitinu:  lIlte^e^t   In    England,  and  as  we  are   informed,   have  collected  i 
very  eonsldenible  sum  <»f  money;  so  our  Brethren  In  England  will  bo  ready  to  c«a- 
tribute,  to  pn*sen'e   the  i'hun'h  in  this  part  of  the  world  from  the  contempt  Its 
enemies   are   endeavoring   to   bring   upon    It.    The   Dissenters    have  already  thne 
Seminaries  in  the  Northern  Govemments.t     They  hold  their  Synodii.  Presbyieii« 
and  Associations,  and  exercise  the  whole  of  their  Ecclesiastical  Goremment  to  the 
no  small  advantage  of  their  cause,  whilst  those  churches  which  are  branches  of  tk* 
National  Establishment  arc  deprived  not  only  of  the  Benefltt  of  a  regular  Chmtk 
Government,  but  their  children  debarred  of  the  privileges  of  a  liberal  educatloB. 
unless  they  will  submit  to  n<*copt  it  on  such  conditions  as  Dl,ssent«*rs  rvquire,  wWrt 
in  Yale  (.'ollege  Is  to  submit  to  a  tine  as  often  as  tUey  attend  Public  Womhlp  in  Af 
Church  of  England,  communicants  only  except*  d,  and  that  onlv  on  ("hristma^  tiul 
Sacrament  Days.    This  we  cannot  but  look  upon  as  hard  measure,  especially  ti  ^ 
can,  with  good  conscience  declare,  that  we  are  so  far  from  that  bigotry  and  B^^ 
rowness  of  spirit  they  have  of  late  been  pleased  to  charge  us  with,  that  we  wwM 
not,  were  It  In  our  power,  lay  the  least  restraint  upon  any  man's  conscience,  tad 
should    heartily   rejoice   to   continue   in   brotherly    love  and   charity   with  all  oar 
Protestant  Brethren,  as  we  can  appeal  to  all  men  ^e  have  always  done,  notwltili- 
standing  the  late   unmerited   reproaches,   calumnies  and  opposition   we  have  isit 
with." 

See  Digest  of  Proceedings  of  S.  P.  G.  Dix's  Hist.  Trinity  Chunch,  1.  271^  Bei- 
rl.in's  Hist.  Sketch,  102. 

"The  spirit  of  the  (Ei>iscopnl)  <^hnr<"h  is  well  illustrnted  by  that  rule  of  the  Col- 
lege which  stipulated  that  the  students  should  attend  such  places  of  worship  on  tb* 
Lord's  Day.  'as  their  parents  or  guardians  shall  think  tit  to  order  and  permit:' »i 
also  by  a  provision  of  the  Charter  which  recognized  the  establishment  of  a  Pw- 
fessorship  of  Divinity  In  accordance  with  the  Synod  of  Dort. "—Dir'a  HUt.  of  TrWtl 

Church,  273. 

This  Is  hjirdly  fair.  The  Enidish  Church  College  was  largely  dependent  on  ib? 
children  of  non-Eplscopallans  for  a  constituency:  as  nine-tenths  of  the  popnlition 
were  non-Ki)i'Jcopallan8.  And  then  the  Dutch  members  of  the  Assembly  wer 
dt«ceived  into  voting  for  the  (?harter  by  the  promise  of  a  Divinity  Professorship  for 
the  Dutch  <'hnrch;  but  this  was  left  out  of  the  Charter  when  It  was  engrossed  an*! 
signed:  and  the  <iovemor  and  his  party  were  deeply  chagrined  when  compelled  ilJ* 
next  spring,  to  [)ass  an  amendment  to  this  effect,  but  which  was  repudiated  by  tlw 
Dutch  r'hnn'li;  and  its  minister,  Rltzema  was  censured  for  the  part  he  had  In  tt? 
affair.  See  Corwln's  Manual  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church.  3rd  ed.  1S79.  pp.  S2-44: 
414-417;  4th  ed.  1901,  Chajiter  vlli,  and  pp.  G77-680.— See  also  special  references  mdft 
Oct.  31.  1754  and  May  30.  1755. 


•The  Independent  Ueflwtor;  and  articles  styled  "The  Watch  Tower"  In  t!;*^^  N>"^ 
York  Men'ury. 
t Harvard.  Ya\e  and  PrXueetou  Colleges. 
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RSLIOION    AND    THE    TwO    COLLEGiS THE   ONE    IN    NeW    YoRK, 

Episcopalian;   and  the  other  in   New   Jeirsey,   Presby- 

TESIAN. 

Remarks  of  Rev.  David  Marinus  of  Aquackanonck,  N.  J.,  on  the 
Disputes  and  Contentions  in  New  Y'ork.     Autumn  of  1755. 

**  If  any  man  In  his  right  senses,  who  will  not  be  duped,  considers  what  hath 
happened  among  us,  will  he  then  any  longer  he  at  a  loss  to  ascribe  our  strifes, 
quarrels  and  contentions  to  their  real  causes?  Was  there  not  a  sum  of  money  raised 
by  our  Assembly  in  order  to  erect  a  College  or  Seminary  of  learning  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth?  And  did  not  a  certain  party  petition  for  and  obtain  a  Charter  in 
which  the  President  is  appointed  forever  to  be  a  member  in  communion  with  the 
Church  of  England?  etc."  Will  not  our  youth  by  this  Constitution  be  under  the 
sole  goTernment  of  that  party,  (as  yet  not  numerous  in  this  ProTlnce),  and  thereby 
be  imbued  with  their  principles;  so  that  High  Church  will  be  brought  into  a  likely 
way  to  triumph  over  us?  Will  not  the  youth  be  tinctured  with  the  principles  of 
Chose  who  teach  them?  And  will  this  not  soon  model  Church  and  State?  When 
these  things  are  duly  considered  (which  surely  are  very  obvious  to  every  thinking 
person)  I  hope  they  who  belong  to  the  Reformed  Church  as  constituted  by  the 
Synod  of  Dodrecht  will  no  longer  suffer  themselves  to  be  so  much  imposed  upon  as 
iliey  have  been  for  some  time  of  late.  For  my  part,  I  am  not  more  amazed,  although 
I  am  much  so,  at  the  astonishing  imposition  of  the  encroaching  party  that  would 
jDonopollze  our  intended  College,  than  I  am  at  our  own  infatuation,  stupidity  and 
lethargy."  He  then  refers  with  approbation  to  the  Independent  Reflector  and  Watch 
Tower  on  this  point,  and  inveighs  against  a  pretended  friend  to  the  Dutch  C!hurch 
who  had  published  an  Article  In  the  New  York  Mercury  In  favor  of  King's  College 
and  adverse  to  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Classis  in  this  Country.  "  But  he 
•eems,"  says  Domine  Marinus,  "to  be  under  a  terrible  apprehension  when  this  (an 
Independent  Classis)  Is  effected,  that  the  Jersey  College  (then  located  at  Newark 
under  Rev.  Aaron  Burr)  will  be  encouraged  and  ours  (Kings)  at  the  same  time 
Mglected  I  hope  we  will  wish  the  Jersey  College  well,  because  their  aim  at  grasp- 
fng  after  all  our  Churches  hath  not  hitherto  been  so  glaring  as  that  of  the  High 
Church  College  (Kings)  In  this  Province.  And  I  believe  the  religious  principles 
Inculcated  in  the  former  agree  better  with  Holy  Scriptures,  and  with  the  Confessions 
of  oar  Church,  nay,  even  with  the  doctrinal  part  of  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England  than  I  expect  will  be  taught  in  the  latter.  Moreover  those  who  erected  It, 
hafo  not  as  yet  endeavored  to  impose  the  charge  of  keeping  it  upon  us.  But  if  our 
friend  had  not  been  hasty,  and  had  waited  but  a  little  while  longer  he  would  per- 
haps have  been  Informed  that  tee  don't  cliooae  to  have  too  near  a  connection  with 
either;  }>ut  intend,  please  Ood,  an  Academy  of  our  own,  for  the  free  Education  of 
•vr  youth."—** And  though  this  our  resolution  be  but  just  and  equitable  in  itself,  and 
no  more  than  what  is  manifestly  our  Indispensable  duty,  we  may  notwithstanding. 
In  a  great  measure,  thank  our  kind  sister  Churches  for  it,  who  by  the  whole  of 
their  late  conduct  towards  us,  even  by  their  dreams  and  prophesies,  have  shown  us 
the  necessity  thereof,  unless  we  resolve  ignominlously  to  surrender,  and  give  up  our 
chorches  to  them."  He  finally  exhorts  his  brethren  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  be 
aronsed  from  their  lethargy,  to  awake  to  the  craft  and  artifice  used  to  despoil  them. 
He  doubts  not  that  his  Gracious  Majesty  King  George  will  be  pleased  to  "  grant  us 
a  Charter  too,  for  the  education  of  our  youth  as  well  as  any  other  religious  denom- 
faiatlon  whatsoever."  And  he  adds :  "  We  have  no  business  with  their  Colleges ;  they 
may  erect  as  many  as  they  please,  and  must  expect  to  maintain  them  too,  them- 
telTe*.    Liet  every  one  provide  for  his  own  house." 

The  above  pamphlet  is  bound  in  Vol.  V.  Miacellaneoua  Pamphlets,  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society. 
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1755 

Church  of  New  York. 
Chorister  and  Schoolmaster. 

November  9, 1755. 

Mr.  Johan  Nicolas  Welp  arrived  from  Amsterdam  as  chorister 
and  clerk  for  the  Old  Church,  and  also  as  school-master.  He 
delivered  his  testimonials,  which  were  satisfactory  to  the  oomift- 
tory.  It  was  resolved  to  pay  him  eight  pounds  for  his  fre^ 
and  waste  of  goods  from  New  London  here,  besides  the  fiftca 
pounds  promised  for  the  expenses  of  liis  voyage. 

J.  Ritzema,  President 

Mat^ob  of  Fobbham. 

November  10,  1755. 

Mr.  Elbert  Haering  related  their  experience  on  the  Manor  in 
measuring  some  farms,  to  which  some  of  the  tenants  made  objec- 
tion. They  were  also  informed  that  Adrian  La  Vordge  had  taken 
a  lease  under  Lewis  Morris.  Thereupon  the  consistory  resolved 
that  this  person  should  be  ejected,  and  an  action  at  law  be  com- 
menced against  said  Morris. 

J.  Ritzema,  President 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Churclies  of  Kings  County,  (of  which  Rev.  Anthonius  Cur 
tenius  is  i)astor),  to  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Nov.  li 
1755.  with  docimients. 

Portfolio  "  New  York ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii,  430.    Eefer 

ence,  xxiv.  51. 

(On  the  margin  there  was  written :)  Flatbaah,  Not.  12,  1755.    I  sent  the  oontatitf 

this  letter  also  on  the  30th  of  October,  175S. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

On  the  8th  of  Jane,  1755.  I  sent  yonr  Revs,  two  letters,  acoomiMuilcd  hj  a  ioeam^ 
and,  on  the  12th  of  September,  1765,  other  letters  of  nearly  the  same  Impsrt  I* 
those,  I  made  mentVon  uot  oii\i  ol  >i:ti^  ^c^xi^tlxA  f^ldance  of  the  Most  High,  la  V 
being  called  to  K\nsB  Coxmtj,  lAiitt  \*\*iA,  Vol  «\ia  ^a  ^a^^  t8v;vK!ii&&ftRfl&.  of  Bef.  Vii 


OP  THE  Statb  of  New  Yobe.  3615 

fliiideren  and  his  consistory  1>ecau8e  I  accepted  tbat  diyine  call,  as  well  as  of  their 
accusation  against  me  before  that  Assembly  which  Bey.  Theodore  Frlelinghuysen 
bad  called  to  meet  at  New  York  on  the  27th  of  May,  1755.  I  mentioned  also  how 
that  entire  Assembly  was  smitten  with  blindness;  for  in  their  citation  to  me,  they 
made  an  error  of  a  whole  month,  as  appears  from  the  accompanying  documents.  The 
result  was  that  the  two  gentlemen  [appointed  to  deal  with  me]  had  to  go  away 
again  without  accomplishing  anything.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that  error,  I  should 
have  receiyed  my  sentence  eyen  at  that  time;  for  Bey.  Friellnghuysen's  disciple, 
namely,  Bey.  Schuneman,  told  one  of  those  commissioners  on  the  ferry-boat,  that 
he  was  going  to  Long  Island  to  driye  Bey.  Curtenlus  away  from  that  field. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1755,  I  receiyed  from  Bey.  Friellnghuysen's  disciples  and 
adherents,  as  well  as  from  Bey.  Erickson,  together  with  Beya  Mlnema  and  Van 
Sinderen,  and  their  elders,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  them  all,  a  letter, 
citing  me  to  appear.  I  made  reply  to  that  letter.  I  herewith  send  true  copies. 
Finally,  from  my  incompetent  Judges,  I  receiyed  the  sentence,  a  copy  of  which  also 
goes  with  this. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that  your  High  Beys,  will  understand  well  enough,  that  in 
my  preylous  letter  I  hit  the  nail  exactly  on  the  head.  In  that,  I  mentioned  tbat 
Bey.  Frlelinghuysen  had  been  called  to  Liong  Island  and  that,  although  he  acted  as 
If  he  would  decline,  he  neyertheless  kept  the  call  in  his  pocket.  If,  now,  he  can 
get  that  unjust  sentence  ratified,  he  will  be  sure  to  accept  that  call,  as  soon  as  he 
shall  haye  secured  that  High  School  and  that  Classis,  from  one  Synod  or  other,* 
for  he  is  already  relleyed  of  his  call  at  Albany.  If  upon  his  return  from  Holland, 
be  should  accept  the  call,  he  must  not  imagine  that  those  who  called  me,  will  eyer 
come  to  terms  with  him.  For  they  will  haye  nothing  to  do  with  a  deceiyer  and  a 
liar,  which  matters  haye  already  come  upon  the  table  before  you.  In  case  he  should 
accept  that  call  to  Long  Island,  I  think  that  your  Beys,  will,  from  time  to  time, 
baye  to  hear,  to  your  sorrow,  that  those  churches  are  thrown  into  worse  confusion 
than  eyer  before.  That  unjust  sentence  which  that  Assembly  pronounced  upon  me, 
has  already  brought  many  minds  into  a  state  of  ferment.  What  the  end  will  be, 
time  must  tell.  If  those  gentlemen  do  already  goyem  in  that  style,  what  would  it 
be  If  they  should  once  secure  a  Classis?    Hoc  est  in  transitu. 

As  the  unjust  sentence  itself  and  my  being  made  out  for  a  schismatic— Am  I  a 
schismatic  for  letting  Bey.  Van  Slnderen  know  beforehand,  that  if  I  should  accept 
the  call,  I  would,  after  haying  been  installed  in  my  ministry  there,  go  about  with 
bim  from  house  to  house  through  the  fiye  ylllages,  in  order  to  testify  to  each  one 
in  all  the  congregations,  that  I  had  not  come  there  to  perpetuate  those  quarrels, 
but  If  It  pleased  God  to  bless  my  ministry,  to  make  them  utterly  yanlsh? 

Had  the  Assembly  adyised  him  to  take  this  course,  peace  would  haye  been  restored 
in  those  churches.  Did  I  rend  those  churches?  Your  High  Beya  know  better;  for 
the  sad  diylsions  in  those  churches  haye  often  in  preylous  years  been  brought 
before  your  Beys. 

Concerning  my  [so-called]  intrusion  into  that  church,  I  wrote  In  my  preylous 
letter  of  Sept  12,  1755,  presenting  two  reasons  In  opposition.  Your  Beys,  can  look 
that  letter  oyer.  Is  he  an  intruder  In  a  church,  who  is  brought  Into  It  through  the 
old  and  true  consistory?  By  letter,  my  consistory  set  that  thing  before  your  High 
Beys,  in  a  light  as  clear  as  day.  It  is  true,  that  Bey.  Van  Slnderen  refused  to 
approye  my  call.  But  how  often  does  a  church  call  a  second  minister  who  is  not 
to  the  liking  of  the  first !  Shall  he,  therefore,  be  allowed  to  say  *'  Colleague,  you 
are  an  intruder  into  my  church  ?  "  The  complaint  which  Bey.  Van  Slnderen  made, 
was  made  before  an  Assembly,  which,  according  to  their  own  declaration,  was 
neither  Synodical,  nor  Classical,  nor  in  any  way  eyen  Ecclesiastical,  etc.,  etc.  Later, 
it  became  the  Assembly  of  Theodore  Frlelinghuysen,  which,  by  order  of  that  great 
gentleman,  met  In  New  York,  and  began  Its  sessions  on  the  27th  of  May,  1755.  It 
was  that  Assembly,  which,  without  any  right  whatever,  pronounced  that  unjust 
sentence  against  me.  Therefore,  I  and  my  consistory  are  now  obliged  to  accuse 
before  your  High  Beya  that  entire  Assembly,  both  ministers  and  elders,  for  having. 
by  that  shameful  and  unjust  censure,  publicly  disgraced  our  peace-loving  and  dearly 
beloyed  minister,  who,  by  the  wonderful  guidance  of  the  Most  High,  was  sent  to  us. 


1755 


*In  Germany  there  are  also  Synods  to  which  he  may  go,  for  Bey.  Goetschius  eald 
to  me— "If  we  only  get  it  somewhere." 


1755 
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We  doQbt  not  that  your  High  BeTS.   will  give  oar  minister  and  oonelTei  pcffm 

satisfaction. 

Wishing  your  nigh  Revs,  every  conceivable  blessing,  not  only  upon  your  pcnai 

but  also  upon  your  sacred  ministries,  we  remain.  Rev.  Fathers  and  Bretbrcs,  T«v 

High  Rev's,  obedient  servants  and  brethren, 

Anthonios  CnrtenlnSb  V.D.1L 


Elders. 
Jeremyas  Van  der  Bilt 
Gerrit  Van  Duyn 
Johannes  Lott 
Rutgert  Van  Brunt 
Nlcolaus  Folkertsen 
Coort  Van  Voorlus 


Elders. 

Joost  de  Bevols 
Jan  ConwenliOTen 
Cornelius  Voorbees 
Nicklaes  Veghte 
Jan  Noorstrant 
Pieter  Wyckof 


(Documents.) 

Consistory  of  Kings  County,  (anti  Van  Sinderin),  to  Rev.  Viil 
Sinderen  and  his  Consistory,  March  19,  1755. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ulpianius  Van  Sinderen,  together  with  his  ruling  churrh-persons  (refra^ 
ende  Kerkpersonen). 

Some  time  ago  we  presented  our  call  to  Rev.  A.  Cnrtenius,  who  took  four  «-««b 
to  consider  it.  In  cane  he  accepts  and  comes  over  to  us,  we  propose  to  your  Bert, 
the  following  Peace  Articles: 

First:  That  wo  appoint  two  elders  and  two  deacons  from  our  consistories  in  mtk 
village,  and  that  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  do  the  same  with  his  consistories  in  each  Til> 
lage.  These  persons  shall  then,  after  previous  announcement,  be  installed  tofetlwr, 
as  the  consifatory  of  the  church;  that  this  be  done  in  the  Flatbush  Church  sod  If 
such  ministers  as  shall  be  Invited  to  ofBclate. 

K'coudly:  Tb;;t  If  xVo  frii-nds  of  Rfv.  Van  Sinderen  should  not  be  able,  by  t  se* 
bubticriptiuu  to  make  up  the  full  salary  for  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  we  promise  to  n^ 
the  balance  among  our  friends  by  voluntary  contributions. 

We  await  a  written  reply  to  the^e  Articles  by  the  hand  of  these  three  commis- 
sioners. We  remain.  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your  obedient  servants  and  bretkro. 
Signed  in  name  of  the  Consistory  of  Kings  County,  Long  Isiand. 

NickUes  Wykof. 
Flatbush.  March  19,  1756. 


Certificate  of  Consistories  of  Hackensack  and   Schralenbei^h  to 

Curtenius,  April  15,  1755. 

L.  B.  s. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Antonlus  Cnrtenius,  having  under  the  Lord*s  guidance,  received  t 
call  from  Kings  County  on  I^ng  Island,  and  l>eing  inclined  to  leave  us,  did.  ob  tk« 
15th  of  April,  1755.  desire  of  us,  the  consistory  of  the  two  churches  of  Hackensif^ 
and  Schralenburgh,  an  ecclesiastical  certificate  of  dismissal,  and  a  testlsMait]  of 
his  teaching  and  conduct.  This  request,  after  mature  deliberation,  we  could  stC 
refuse.  On  the  discharge  of  his  ministry  among  us,  his  Rev.  has  conducted  UascV 
diligeotly  and  assiduously;  he  is  orthodox  In  doctrine;  and.  In  his  eondnet,  pnfcr 
snd  blameless;  that  is,  of  course,  so  far  as  we  know. 

Besides  giving  expT«ss\on  to  o\it  tgnXWcx^^  ^Yi^^  ta  due  hia  Rev.,  we  wish  Vb^ 
every  blotj>slng  for  so\iV  an^  \m^i.   ^ai  X^«  \/^T^\%ftA\^ak  '^jts^^Xs^  ^Ba  8«iiit  ssi 
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bless  his  Rev.,  and  the  members  of  bis  family.    May  He  bless  his  going  out  and 

his  coming  in  from  now,  bencefortb,  and  forever.    Amen! 
This  is  the  sincere  testimony  and  hearty  wish  of  us,  the  undersigned  consistories 

of  the  churches  of  Jesus  Christ,  at  Haclcensaclc  and  Scbralenburgb. 

J.  H.  Goetschius,  V.  D.  M.  George  Blinkerbof 

Jan  Bardan  Pieter  Zabrislcie 

David  de  Marest,  Jr.  Johannes  Vrelandt 

Hendrilc  (VV),  bis  mark,  Banta  Petrus  de  Baan 

Gerrid  Hoppe  Sibad  Banta 

Abraham  Leidekker  Jan  Van  de  Roef 

David  Van  Orden  Jan  Boongaart 

Hendrik  Blinkerbof  David  B.  de  Marest 

Gollata  concordant  tester,  A.  Curtenlus. 
Hackeosack,  April  15,  1756. 


Testimony  of  Daniel  Bodet,  1756  (1756?) 

The  consistory  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  told  me  that  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  had  publicly 

•aid  from  the  pulpit,  that  Rev.  Arondeus  had  taken  his  own  life  and  was  burled  in 

an  nnsoltable  locality.     This  he  had  said  on  the  Sunday  before  Pentecost,  1766, 

(1756?);  and  on  Pentecost  Sunday  he  told  me  in  the  presence  of  his  consistory  that 

It  was.  Indeed,  so.    This  I  testify  with  my  hand. 

Daniel  Bodet. 

(Note.    This  was  not  true.    Arondeus  went  to  Holland  and  documents  relating  to 
him  will  be  found  under  the  year  1772.) 


The  Coetus  to  Rev.  A.  Curtenlus,  May  30,  1756. 

To  the  Rev.  Antbonius  Curtenlus,  at  present  at  Flatbusb. 
BeT.  Mr.  A.  Curtenlus:— 

ReT.  Van  Slnderen  has  brought  heavy  charges  against  your  Rev.  The  Rev.  Coetus 
has  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  and  judge  of  them.  Your  Rev.  is,  there- 
fore, hereby  notified,  that  the  committee  will  meet  on  the  3rd  of  July,  at  9  o'clock. 
Id  the  church  at  Flatbusb,  and  that  your  Rev.  will  have  to  appear  before  it.  With 
greetings  we  remain.  Your  Revs,  obedient  servants.  In  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  Rev.  Assembly  of  the  Special  Coetus. 

Reinhardt  Brlckson,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

Job.  Leydt,  p.  t.  Scrlba. 
Oopy^New  York,  May  80,  1756. 

Collata  Concordant,  tester,  A.  Curtenlus. 


Rev.  A.  Curtenlus  to  the  (Committee,  etc.    June  8,  1766. 
Rer.  Sirs:— 

You  were  sent  by  an  Assembly  which  is  neither  Consistorial,  Classical  nor  Synod- 
leal,  etc.  You  have  been  erroneously  Informed  by  the  Assembly  that  delegated  you 
to  meet  In  the  Flatbusb  Church  on  the  Srd  of  June,  1756;  for  they  wrote  me  that  it 
would  be  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1756.    I  remain.  Rev.  Sirs,  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Curtenlus. 
Flatbusb,  June  3,  1766. 

Copy— Collata  Concordant,  testor.    A.  Curtenlus. 


Testimony  of  Leffertse,  June  19,  1756. 

In  the  year  1766,  (1766?)  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  stood  looking 
over  the  fence  into  Rev.  Curtenlus*  garden,  when  he  uttered  these  words:  "The 
old  rogue  has  a  nice  garden  here  already.  He  will  have  enough  to  do  In  keeping  It 
elean."  This,  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  elders,  I  declare  to  be  true.  Given  under 
mj  hAnd,  Jone  19, 1756,  (1756?) 


1755 
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Testlmonj  of  Waldron,  Spring  of  17S6. 

In  tbe  spring  of  the  year  1766,  ms  a  borial  was  taking  place  In  the  Flatbnah  omt- 

tery,  I  myself  heard  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  denounce  Bev.  Cnrtenloa  aa  a  togne.  I.  Ju 

Waldron,  testify  that  he  uttered  those  words. 

Jan  Waldna. 


Testimony  of  WychofT,  Ditmars,  Hoogland,  June  22,  1755. 

New  Amersfoort,  in  Kings  County,  June  22,  1766  (17667).    We  testify  that  the  oev 

deacons,  in  the  above  named  village,  had  in  hand  a  promissory  note,  which  the  oU 

and  true  deacons  had  in  their  time  taken.    The  new  deaconji  of  Bev.  Van  Sindcfta 

demanded  the  payment  of  it;  but  the  man  (who  gave  it)  refused  to  pay  It,  and  aid 

to  them,  "you  are  not  the  true  successors.**    They  spoke  to  a  lawyer  about  it,  tsd 

he  told  them  that  they  could  not  demand  the  payment  of  the  note,  because  tkcf 

were  not  the  real  successors.    So,  the  new  consistory  of  Bev.  Van  Sinderen  si^ 

rendered  the  note  to  the  old  consistory.    We  testify  that  they  did  surrender  tiv 

note  to  the  old  deacons. 

Johannes  Wlllemse  Wydnf 

Jan  Dltmars 

Ghrlstoffel  Hooghland. 


Testimony  of  Bodet  and  Folkertson. 

We  have  this  to  testify:  That,  at  the  time  when  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  had  Us  tilil 
in  the  court  agaioHt  his  elders,  about  his  salary.  Rev.  Rltxema  testified,  that  he  kai 
advised  him  to  stick  to  his  old  consistory,  and  not  to  repel  it,  or  to  let  it  go. 

Daniel  Bodet 
Folkert  Folkertseo. 


The  Ck>etus  to  Rev.  A.  Gurtenlus,  Oct.  7,  1766. 

To  the  Rev.  Sir,  Mr.  Anthonlus  Gurtenlus,  at  Flatbush  in  ELlngs  County  on  Loaf 

Island. 

Highly  Rev.  Sir,  Rev.  Gurtenlus  :— 

Whereas,  The  request  of  the  Special  0>etus,  that  your  Rev.  should  defend  yosr- 
self  before  the  Committee  appointed  thereto,  was  wrongly  dated,  the  Rev.  Ass^nMy 
fraternally  exhorts  and  requests  your  Rev.  to  make  your  defense  before  the  preaest 
Regular  Coetus  on  the  9th  of  this  month,  October,  which  is  next  Thursday,  at  II 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  house  of  Nys.  Hegeman.  at  New  York. 

Commending  your  Rev.  to  the  Lord,  we  sign  In  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of 

the  Rev.  Assembly, 

Job.  Leydt.  p.  t.  Pniesea. 

J.  Freyenmoet,  Aetas.  35. 
CJopy,  New  York,  Oct.  7,  1756. 

0>IIata  Ck>ncordant  testor,  A.  Gurtenlus. 


(Suspension  of  Rev.  A.  Gurtenlus.) 

New  York,  October  U,  1^ 
Rev.  and  Learned  Sir; 

Sir:— 
The  Rev.  Coetus,  having  deliberately  undertaken  the  task  of  examining  into  jtm 
Revs,  conduct,  as  it  has  the  right,  and  is  bound  in  duty  to  do,  flnda  Itself  obliged, 
to  Its  very  groat  sorrow,  to  suspend  your  Rev.  from  the  ministry.  This  la  doae  aa 
account  of  your  disregarding  the  Ghristlike  and  fraternal  exhortations  given  yss. 
You  have  caused  dVvV»\oiis.  «LUd  'soxl  haive  Intruded  upon  the  ministry  of  aastkec 
We  do,  therefore,  \ieTe\>y  wi%v^Tid  'soxv,  wi^iw^Va.^  \ft  kt\3L<:^ft»  t^  %iid  80  of  the  ChaR* 
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^rder.    We  pray  God  Almighty  to  give  yon  a  proper  andentandlng  of  the  wrong 

jroa  have  done.    May  He  also  clothe  yon  with  bnmlllty  In  order  that  yon  may  walk 

^^prorthy  of  the  Gospel. 

Herewith  we  remain, 

Yonr  Rev's,  obedient  servants. 

In  name  of  the  Regnlar  Goetus,  assembled  in  New  York. 

Johannes  Leydt,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

John  C.  Fryenmoet,  Aetas  35.  h.  t.  Scrlba. 
Copy.    Collata  Concordant 

testor.  A.  Curtenlns. 
Addressed:    To  the  Rev.  Anthontns  Cnrtenins,  at  Flatbnsh  on  Long  Island. 

Testimony  of  Boerum  and  Codwlse,  Nov.  20,  1755. 

We,  the  undersigned,  belong  to  the  congregation  of  Rev.  Antonius  Curtonlus.  in 
Kings  Connty.  on  Long  Island,  in  the  colony  of  New  York. 

Riding,  on  Sunday,  Nov.  9,  1756,  from  the  Brooklyn  Ferry  to  the  church  at  New 

Utrecht,  to  hear  Rev.  Antipnins  Curtenlus  preach,  we  met.  on  the  way  between 

Brooklyn  and  Flatbnsh  in  the  woods.  Rev.  Van  Sinderen.    Stopping  us,  he  asked  us. 

"whither  bound?"    We  replied,  "To  the  church.'*    Then  he  asked,  "Did  you  not 

hear  that  Rev.  Curtenlus  has  been  put  under  censure?"    We  answered.  "Yes.  wc 

have  indeed  heard  It,  but  we  consider  it  of  no  effect."    Then  Rev.  Van  Sinderen 

Mid,  "Then  you  don't  want  to  listen  to  God,  and  obey  His  command?"    (God,  norh 

jqm  gebod.)    One  of  us  replied,  "That  is  no  command  of  God."    As  we  went  on,  be 

rsmalned  where  he  was  and  called  out,  "See  here,  See  here,  (hoorys.  hoorys.)    We 

five  him  no  further  answer,  but  rode  on. 

This  we  the  undersigned,  declare  to  be  the  truth. 

Simon  Boerum 

Christopher  Godwisc. 
Brooklyn,  Nov.  20,  1756. 

Testimony  of  Tan  der  Bilt  and  Remsen,  Nov.  6,  1756. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1755,  Rev.  A.  Cnrtenius  said  to  Mr.  David  Sprong,  reader 
(voorleser)  of  the  Flatbnsh  church,  who,  on  the  2nd  of  November,  was  himself  in 
that  church,  being  a  friend  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen;  "Does  it  promote  peace  In  the 
ehnichetf,  when  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  from  the  pulpit,  exhorts  his  congregations  not 
to  go  and  hear  Rev.  A.  Cnrtenius,  because  silence  has  been  Imposed  upon  him? 
and  when  he  sends  around  among  the  congregations  copies  of  that  unjust  sen- 
tence?"   We,  the  undersigned  testify  that  Mr.  David  Sprong  did  not  say  a  word 

against  that 

J.  Van  der  Bllt 

Joris  Remsen. 

Testimony  of  Voorhecs,  Nov.  1756. 

When,  in  the  month  of  November.  1756.  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  was  doing  his  family 
visiting,  he  came  at  length  to  the  house  of  Roelof  Voorhees  and  said  to  hira:  The 
<.'oetus  has  put  Rev.  Curtenlus  under  censure;  he  Is  not  allowed  to  preach  any 
more.    I  testify  that  Ilev.  Van  Sinderen  said  those  words  to  me. 

Roelof  Voorhees. 


Rev.  A.  Curtenlus  to  the  Coetus,  Nov.  12.  1755. 

Flatbnsh,  November  12,  1756. 
Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ:— 

I  must  also  complain  about  Rev.  Van  Sinderen.  On  Nov.  2,  1755.  In  the  Fiatbush 
Church,  he  sallied  out  against  me,  saying  that  silence  had  been  Imposed  upon  me. 
Bm  then  exhorted  the  congregation  that  they  must  no  longer  go  to  hear  me.  He 
alio  sent  copies  of  that  unjust  sentence  all  around  among  the  congregations.  On 
the  9tb  of  Nov.  1755,  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  accosted  two  men  on  the  way,  asking  them 
vhltber  tliey  were  going.    When  they  said  that  they  were  goVn^  to  cXi^tcXi  Xq  \i««:t 
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Kev.  (^urtcnlus,  hv  asked,  "HaTc  you  not  heard,  then,  that  he  was  pm  mxdercfB- 
sure?"  "Yep",  they  replied,  "hot  we  do  not  mind  that  censnre."  -Wdl".  te 
Raid,  "then  you  are  disobedient  to  (iod  and  to  His  comma nriments.**  Such  aid 
similar  words  did  he  speak  to  tho^e  two  men.  If  I  had  the  opportimltT  now  tofe» 
those  men.  they  would  sign  this  statement  with  their  owm  hands.  Valete,  Bcr. 
Fathers  and  Brethren.    Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  Servant  and  Brother. 

A.  Cnrteaim 

Testimony  of  Molenaar  and  Liquler,  Nov.  1755. 

In  the  year  1756.  In  November,  Rev.  Von  Hindcren  said  from  the  pnlplt  that  tktir 

persons  who  ro  to  both  churches  are  the  worst  of  all.    BeoaiLse  of  his  sarlni;  tkat 

some  persons,  who  before  had  been  Impartial,  stiiyed  away  from  church  altoffethn; 

as  with  our  own  hands,  we  testify. 

Abram  Mdesar 

Abram  LlQoler. 

Testimony  of  ReraM.m,  1755. 

In  the  year  1756.  (1755?)  in  the  month  of  November,  when  Rev.  Van  SindetcB  «■» 
dointr  his  family  visltinf?,  he  addressed  me  as  follows:  "Yonr  slave  win  g»  t» 
heaven  before  you  will,  for  the  reason  that  you  are  running  after  that  timmp.  Be 
Is  not  allowed  to  preach.  He  was  sllen<'ed  and  censured.  He  is  a  wicked  man;  k» 
will  not  listen  to  riirlit  or  reason.    This  I  testify  with  my  own  hand. 

Dlivk  RemKB. 

Correspondence  insoM  America.. 

The  Churches  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsing,  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  November  15. 
1755. 

P.-rtft'li^i  **  Xev.'  Y<Tk  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  Vol.  xxiv.  51. 

To  the  Rev.  Gentlemen  Constituting  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  AmsterdSBL 
Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Fathers,  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam : 

Grace  be  multiplied  to  your  Reverences  and  Peace ! 

So  it  is  at  this  time  we  take  the  liberty  of  approaching  yonr  ReTS.  with  refenKe 
to  the  minister  who  we  have  called,  Mr.  Hendricus  Prlellnghnyaen.  For  a  jctf 
already  he  has  been  performing  among  us  the  wliole  work  of  the  holy  mhililrT. 
with  the  exception  that  he  does  not  administer  the  Holy  Sacraments.  At  the  srgat 
request  of  our  congregations  h#  was  appointed  to  this  work  by  a  Committee  of  tl* 
Kf»v.  (V.ctnp.  It  i:5  now  our  humble  and  hearty  request  that  it  may  please  the  vtiy 
litv.  C«u&sl&  oi'  Amsterdam  to  direct  that  he  be  ordained  and  installed  In  the  kolj 
ministry  by  the  Rev.  Coetns  in  this  country. 

As  regards  his  Rev's,  gifts  and  talents,  these  have  been  tried  among  ns  and  havt 
proved  a  blessing  to  our  congregations.  His  Rev.  is  by  no  means  least  endo»t^ 
with  talents  suited  for  the  lioly  ministry. 

Let  the  extreme  necessities  of  our  churches  plead  for  us.  For  a  long  time  alnt4r 
we  have  striven  to  obtain  a  pastor  and  teacher,  but  we  hare  been  unfortunate;  ai' 
we  still  feel  the  heavy  blow  that  fell  upon  us,  In  the  loss  of  our  modi  helofti 
pastor  and  teacher,  Jacobus  Frielinghuysen,  who,  on  his  return  voyage  to  Qa»  entoti 
into  the  rest  of  the  Liord.  His  death  caused  uncommon  grief  in  onr  congregiUSeii 
givinc  us  a  wound  which  is  not  yet  healed. 

The  unanimous  voice  of  onr  people  calls  loudly  for  the  ordination  of  onr  mliistitft 
in  this  country.  We  stood  Arm  and  immovable  on  that  point,  at  the  time  wtas  It 
[Jacobus]  was  called;  and  when  he  himself,  and  also  his  elder  brother,  the  Brr- 
Theodorus  Frielinghuysen,  strongly  urged  his  going  over  to  Holland  to  be  uiditw* 
there.  But  such  is  now  the  general  condition  of  our  Reformed  Chnrch  tB  this  ctm- 
try,  that,  If  we  cannot  \iai^  \^%  mVn\%\«s%  whom  we  call,  ordained  here,  BtSf 
chnrchea  will  be  com^\\e<i  \o  i«^  txom  o\Xi«i  ^«i»Mii\xA»3«s&i^  ^VaA.  Is  ttNmd  >T 
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our  own.    For  the  expense  is  too  great,  the  voyage  is  too  dangerous,  and  the  time 
it  takes  is  too  long. 

Oar  Reformed  Churches  pine  and  languish  for  some  Improvement  in  our  church 
affairs.  We  are  struggling  under  unspeakable  difficulties.  It  is  our  heartfelt  prayer 
to  the  Most  High  God  tliat  He  would  be  pleased  to  bless  what  is  now  undertaken 
by  those  who  desire  to  see  Jerusalem  prosper,  unto  the  healing  of  Zion's  breach  In 
our  midst 

Therefore  we  submit  our  humble  request  to  your  Revs.'  wise  Judgment,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  we  shall  be  favorably  considered,  to  the  end  that  God's  Church  in 
onr  midst  may  not  be  broken  down,  but  be  built  up.  And  we  fervently  pray 
Heaven's  King  to  pour  out  abundantly  His  most  precious  blessings  upon  your  lievs. 
while  we  sign  ourselves, 

Your  Revs.*  very  humble  servants  and  brethren,  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the 

Cbnsistory  .of  the  combined  churches  of  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsing  in 

the  county  of  Ulster. 

Ifartin  de  Lametter  liatthew  Cantlen  Jacobus  Depue,  Jr. 

Hendrik  Raskam  Jochem  Schoonmaker  Nicklas  Kater 

Matthews  Nukerk  Jacob  Hoombeek  Ellas  Depoy 

Isaac  Hasbrouck,  Jr.  Jacobns  Depue  Conraadt  Vernooy 

Levi  Pawling  Lodewyk  Hoornbeek  Andres  de  Witt,  Jr. 

Gomelins  Brinck  Jan  Oostenhont  Petrus  Low 

Andries  D.  Witt. 
Rochester,  Nov.  15,  1766. 

No.  246,  II. 

[See  Report,  April?  1766]. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Terms  for  Schooling. 

November  16,  1755. 

Consistory  again  held,  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Welp  was  allowed  to  claim  for  his  instruction  of  the 
children,  per  quarter :  for  reading,  only,  five  shillings,  for  reading 
and  writing,  eight  shillings,  and  six  pence  for  pen  and  ink;  and 
ten  shillings  for  cyphering ;  and  six  shillings  for  those  who  learn 
flinging.  J.  Bitzema,  President. 

Address  of  William  Livingston  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knt., 

Governor,  November  17,  1755. 

The  62nd  and  last  number  of  The  Watch  Tower  appeared  in  the  Mercury,  for  the 
17th  November,  1766,  while  the  application  of  the  governors  was  still  pending.  The 
last  papers  contain  an  address  to  the  new  chief-magistrate.  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who 
had  Jnst  arrived,  going  at  length  into  a  narrative  of  all  the  facts  connected  with 
the  charter,  and  the  measure  then  before  the  legislature.    The  paper  thus  closes. 

As  I  had  no  other  view  in  commencing  writing  than  barely  to  defend  the  publi<* 
ilglits  of  that  society  of  which  I  am  a  member,  it  was  always  my  intention  to  dis- 
oontiniie  the  pnblication  of  my  weekly  labours  as  soon  as  the  safety  of  the  cause 
in  which  I  was  embarked  would  permit.  The  apparent  success  my  papers  have  met 
with  In  removing  the  vulgar  prejudices  of  some,  and  exposing  the  latent  injustice 
«f  othexv,  rendered  the  task  delightful  to  me,  in  spite  of  all  the  calumny  of  my 
tnemlea,  or  the  power  and  interest  of  those  whose  measures  I  had  justly  under- 
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taken  to  oppose That  I  have  been  Tlgllant  In  my  statios.  ti» 

event  of  my  nndertaktugs  has  safflciently  evinced.  The  highest  hopes  of  my  antii- 
ontsts  are  entirely  blasted,  and  onr  representatives,  ever  tender  of  the  liberty  uA 
privileges  of  their  constituents,  have  sufficiently  demonstrated  their  aversion  tot 
party-college;  and  even  its  most  vigorous  advocates  have,  in  a  manner,  given  uptk 
cause.  No  valuable  end  can  therefore  be  attained  at  present  by  the  contlawtlti 
of  my  labours;  for  which  reason  I  shall  suspend  them  for  the  future,  usculBt 
only  my  right  of  being  heard  with  candour  and  impartiality  whenever  the  iotcfsiti 
of  my  country  shall  occasionally  require  my  appearance  In  print.  In  Justice  t»  wj 
printer,  I  must  confess  that  he  has  promised  me  at  all  times  a  place  In  Us  ptpei; 
and  as  often  as  the  conduct  of  an  aspiring  party  renders  It  necessary  to  expw 
their  measures,  I  am  determined  to  sound  the  alarm,  though  I  flatter  myself  tkit 
bigotry  will  hide  Its  head  In  shame  under  the  administration  of  Sir  Charles  Htrtr. 
[See  Sept.  12.  1756.] 

— Sedgewick*s  Life  of  Wm.  Llrlngstone.  w-  I'M 


COBRBSPONDENCE  FROM  Nbw   YoBK. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Van  der  Linde,  of  Paramus,  to  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam,  November  19,  1755. 

Portf oUo  "  Xew  York  '^  Vol.  ii. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Respected  Brethren;— 

Your  Revs.'  letter  to  us,  of  the  year  1747,  intimated,  among  other  things,  thtt  i 
watchful  eye  should  be  kept  on  the  behavior  of  Rev.  [John  H.]  Goetschlns.  lestkt 
should  become  a  separatist,  etc.  Since  the  time  when  your  Revs,  deposed  him  «b 
Long  Island,  wo,  here  at  Paramus  and  vicinity,  have,  to  our  great  grief.  b««B 
obliged  to  put  up  with  his  niiHConduot.  [Goetschlns  was  now  settled  at  Hackennek 
and  Schralenbergh.  N.  J.] 

One  thing  which  he  did,  was,  illegally  to  receive  a  certain  member,  who  hail  for 
fifteen  years  belonged  to  the  church  of  Paramus.  to  the  church  of  Hackennct 
This  he  did  without  receiving  or  giving  any  reason.  Later,  however,  be  promiwd 
certain  brethren,  that  if  that  case  was  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed,  such  t  thin? 
should  not  occur  again. 

But,  some  little  time  afterward,  he  strolled  through  this  our  congregation  oftrly 
every   week.  Just  as  Jan   Van   Driessen  had  formerly  done.  In   order  to  dlscorer 
whether  some  people  could  not  be  Inveigled  Into  opposition  to  their  own  mlaifter. 
Such  people,  then,   he  would  attach  unto  hlm.self.  Indeed,   whole  families  of  our 
congregation  sometimes,  who  had  been  supporters  of  the  church  at  Paramus.   Tkeo 
in  houses  and  barns,  he  preached  to  them,  and  even  administered  the  SacrtmMtt 
Finally,  although  he  and  his  consistory  had  been  admonished  in  a  Christian  tplriL 
he,  together  with  a  part  of  his  own  consistory  at  Schraalenburg,  formed  a  [nev?) 
consistory;  and,  what  seems  to  make  the  wrong  done  even  worse.  Is,  that  I  recelred 
a  double   [another?]   call,   from  those  persons  among  whom  Rev.  Goetschlns  kii 
intruded    himself;    Inasmuch   as   the   persons   mentioned,   first,    without  exceptioo, 
signed  my  call,  as  did  the  others  of  our  congregations;  and,  aecondiif,  they  obibI* 
mously  requested  me  to  come  and  catechise  in  their  neighborhood,  for  a  certala 
consideration,  in  addition  to  my  old  call,  as  the  salary  stipulated  In  It  was  bst 
small.    To  this  I  consented,  and  now  for  nearly  two  years,  I  have  conducted  t^ 
catechetical   exercises  with  much  earnestness  and  without  any  troubles.   Bot  tbe 
time  came,  when,  among  those  simple-minded  folks,  who  do  not  fathom  the  dept^ 
of  Satan,  Rev.  Goetschlns  gained  an  entrance  too,  and  that  by  forcing  himself  l^^ 
the  very  place  opened  for  catechetical  Instruction  by  us;  and,  afterward.  Into  rtlD 
another  place  in  the  same  neighborhood.    The  man.  where  I  first  catechised,  vi? 
made  to  attend,  by  Goetchius,  as  It  seemed;  and  then  when  he  was  taken  iMtd:  bT 
him  n^aln.  he  spread  the  report  that  Rev.  Van  der  Linde  and  the  entire  Rsniipo 
region  will,  no  doubt,  have  to  give  up  the  supporters  of  the  church  of  ParuDiA  *« 
well  as  of  that  church  built  recently  at  Panna  (Ponds),  in  which  also  Ues  mj  »^ 
(daar  myn  beroep  on^er  Wg^.A 
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1.  We  can  now  no  longer  complain  to  the  Consistory  of  Goetschius  at  Scbraalen- 
burg,  because,  contrary  to  the  promise  they  made  to  us,  of  preventing  Goetschius 
from  forcing  himself  in,  they  hare  helped  to  carry  on  that  strife. 

2.  Nor  can  we  complain  to  the  brethren  of  the  circuit  appointed  by  the  Coetus; 
because  the  Coetus  has  been  broken  up  by  Itself.  This  appears  from  a  communica- 
tion Bent  by  the  Coetus  to  nearly  all  these  churches,  with  a  view  to  asking  the 
Synod  of  North  Holland  to  form  a  Classis  here  in  America,  and  which  contained 
also  the  following  words:  "Whereas  the  Coetus  can  give  no  sufficient  reason  for 
its  existence  being  neither  a  Consistorlal,  nor  a  Classical,  nor  a  Synodical  Assembly; 
at  any  rate  it  is  subject  to  contempt  from  without  and  to  confusion  from  within.** 
We  would  have  given  In  our  adherence  to  this  petition,  had  we  not,  all  of  a  sudden, 
come  to  understand  the  sad  confusion  which  would  surely  arise  from  it.  It  was 
maintained  that  the  Classis  already  had  a  sufficient  footing  here.  Then,  they 
wanted  to  promote  the  student,  Hendericus  Frielinghuysen,  and  to  ask  the  Synod 
to  ratify  It.  Then,  at  another  time,  they  wanted  to  protest  against  the  authority 
of  the  Kev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  here.  We  have  seen  a  large  copy  [gescbrift— 
writing]  of  this  Protest  written  by  Goetschius.  It  Implies  that  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  has  no  ecclesiastical  rights  in  this  country,  [belonging,  as  it  does,  to 
Great  Britain].  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  resort  to  the  English  Presbyterians 
or  Independents;  with  them,  Goetschius  is  in  close  correspondence,  and  has  taken 
part  in  ordaining  a  German  among  them.  We  could  give  many  facts  to  show  that 
the  Coetus  is  utterly  broken,  but  we  leave  it  to  the  other  brethren  to  give  your 
Revs,  a  written  representation  of  that  matter. 

Now,  in  reference  to  this  affair  between  us  and  Goetschius,  we  thought  it  safest 
to  call  together  several  men  of  the  neighborhood.  Rev.  Haaghoort  came  with  an 
elder.  Rev.  Marinus  did  not  come,  possibly  because  he  was  weary,  having  Just 
returned  home  from  a  long  Journey.  Goetschius  and  his  three  elders  were  also  cited, 
etc.  As  we  were  laying  our  grievances  before  Rev.  Haaghoort,  Goetschius  came 
fltorming  in,  and  with  fierce  vindictiveness,  cried  out  to  Haaghoort:  *'God  has  con- 
demned you  to  the  lowest  hell,  and  Christ  has  spewed  you  out  of  his  mouth."  He 
was  unwilling,  subsequently,  to  retract  in  the  least  these  extravagant  utterances, 
which  had  shocked  many.  Nevertheless,  Rev.  Haaghoort  proceeded,  with  quiet 
freedom,  to  investigate  the  matter  between  us  and  Goetschius.  He  found  it  to  be 
a  case  of  intrusion  Into  another's  ministerial  field,  and  a  public  schism.  He  informed 
the  brethren  at  New  York,  how  he  had  decided  the  matter,  between  Goetschius 
and  his  Consistory,  on  the  one  side,  and  Rev.  Van  der  Llnde  and  his  Consistory,  on 
the  other  side.  The  disciplining  of  Rev.  Goetschius  and  the  three  members  of  his 
Oonslstory  was  delayed  somewhat.  Sometime  after,  he  pretended  that  he  wanted 
to  be  Judged  by  two  other  certain  ministers,  but  this  was  found  to  be  only  a  trick 
to  prevent  us  from  writing  to  the  Rev.  Classis. 

Therefore  we  make  this  friendly,  and  not  less  humble  request  of  your  Revs. :  that, 
wSiereas  the  aforesaid  person  has  become  obnoxious,  not  only  among  his  own 
people,  but  also  among  all  the  neighboring  churches;  and,  moreover,  has  fallen  in 
the  hands  of  the  civil  Justices  because  of  liis  having  slandered  certain  ones;  [there- 
fore that  the  Act  of  Censure]  be,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  approved;  and  that 
we  be  further  advised,  according  to  your  Rev's,  wisdom,  as  to  what  is  to  be  done 
further  in  this  business.  Would  that  your  Revs,  could  so  direct  things,  that  this 
matter  between  us  and  Goetschius  could  be  settled,  either  by  the  Rev.  Classis  of 
Amsterdam,  or  else,  In  this  country,  by  ministers  who  are  willing  to  keep  in  close 
touch  with  the  Rev.  Classis!  But  if  the  matter  be  not  settled  thus,  we  still  submit 
oorselves  to  your  Rev's,  guidance  in  the  same.  We  trust  that  God,  the  Lord  in  His 
good;  providence,  will,  in  some  way,  through  your  instrumentality,  grant  us  deliver- 
ance.   Amen ! 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  We  commend  to  the  protection  of  the  Most  High  all  the  members 
of  the  Rev.  Classis.  We  pray  for  every  grace  upon  your  precious  persons,  and  for 
lustre  on  the  glorious  work  of  your  ministry, 

I  remain  respectfully. 

Your  Revs.'  obedient  servant  and  brother.    In  name  of  the  entire  Consistory  of 

Paramus  and  Fauna  (Ponds), 

Benjamin  Tan  der  Linde,  Y.  D.  M. 
Paramiis,  Nov.  19,  1756. 
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OuuRCH  OF  New  York. 

November  24, 1755. 

Consistorv  held  after  calling  on  God's  name.  In  reference  to 
a  proposal  made  by  domine  Haaghoort,  as  director  of  a  meetiif 
held  at  Peremus,  (Paramus),  it  was  resolved,  that  if  both  partio 
will  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  consistory  they  will  issue  their 
case,  but  otherwise  can  do  nothing  therein. 

J.  Kitzema,  President 

[See  Nov.  3,  1755,  and  Nov.  25,  1755.] 

COERESPONDENCB   FROM   AMERICA. 

The  Consistories  of  Ilackensack,  Schralenberg  and  Second  River 
(Belleville)  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  per  Rev.  G.  Haeg- 
hoort,  Nov.  25,  1755.  (Relating  to  an  Anti  Coetus-Meeting, 
held  at  Paramus,  Nov.  3,  1755.     Compare  Jan.  29,  1757.) 

Portfolio  ''  New  York  '\  Vol.  ii. 

Rev.  Sire  and  Much  Rcsi)octed  Brethrfn:— 

It  is  well  known  that  tbero  Is  no  longer  a  legal  Coetu«  here;  for  the  Coetof  kat 
been  repudiated  by  the  Coetus  Itself.  This  is  evident  from  the  first  reason,  gtva 
for  its  repudiation  and  the  substitution  of  a  CInsHls,  as  proposed  to  all  the  chnrrta 
for  their  approbation;  and  qh  also  given  in  its  address  to  the  Congregations.*  Tkii 
contains  the  following  words:  "Whereas  the  Coetns  can  give  no  sufficient  nutm 
from  the  Chun'h  Order  for  its  present  manner  of  existence,  being  neither  a  Coui^ 
torlal,  nor  a  Classical,  nor  a  Synodical  Assembly:"  And  also  from  the  second  rrtMB 
given,  namely,  its  asserted  inability  to  act  in  many  mattem.  (The:(e  are  saldt  i* 
show  the  necessity  of  a  Kev.  Classis  here.  The  repudiation  and  disorganitatloi  tf 
the  Coetus  has  further  btx^ome  evident  from  the  transactions  and  undertakii^v  d 
the  majority  of  our  brethren.  They  have  left  un  and  separated  themselves  from  m- 
This  they  have  done.  Instead  of  making  reply  to  the  four  Commissioners  (Bfn 
Uaeghoort,  Rltzema,  Schuyler  and  Verbryck)  who  were  appointed  by  the  Coetvi  u 
receive  from  the  churches  their  several  answers,  and  their  approbation  of  tk« 
I  American)  Classis  which  was  about  to  be  organised.!  All  were  then  to  meet  io  t 
Classis  about  the  beginning  of  April,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  them  {*s! 
opponents)  with  reasons,  and  of  asking  their  help  In  bringing  the  matter  before  t^ 
S>-nod  (of  North  Holland)  for  its  ratification.  They  were  further,  then,  to  «w 
together  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  to  make  report  thereon. 

Hut  they  did  not  wait  for  this  nor  for  any  other  vindication.  Rev.  Verbryok  bte- 
Ko!f,  one  of  the  four  (;k)mmissIoners,  Joined  hands  with  Rev.  Theodoms  Frldl>^ 
huysen  and  othera,  who  never  belonged  to  our  Coetus.  But  these  were.  neTertl^ 
l«H<s,  recognized  and  notified  by  the  Coetus  about  the  (proposed)  formation  of  t 
('lassis.  and  they  also  signed  the  petition  requesting  the  Synod  to  allow  a  ClasK* 
here:  yea,  also  to  allow  an  Academy.  For  that  purpose  they  met  In  Special  Ov- 
vention.t  No  one  needed  to  go  to  this  Convention  who  did  not  desire  to,  joftu 
was  the  case  heretofore  In  reference  to  the  Coetus,  and  which  Rev.  FrtelioshiT*'* 
had  alHo  said  to  Rev.  Haaghoort.  At  this  meeting  his  Rev.  (Rev.  Theodore  Frit- 
llnghuyHcn)  was  appointed  to  go  to  Holland,  and  make  requests  (for  a  ClaMlf  •b' 

•Sept.  19,  1T54.         iSe^l.  \1A^,  V1^.        tMay  27-80,  1755. 
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Academy)  of  the  Synod  in  person^  AH  this  goes  to  show  clearly  that  the  work 
-vindertaken  In  a  regular  and  legal  manner,  by  the  Coetus,  for  the  formation  of  a 
Olassls,  has,  in  an  irregular  and  illegal  manner,  been  taken  out  of  our  hands,  and 
disgracefully  crippled;  and  that  we  have  been  prevented  from  meeting  together 
^according  to  arrangement)  in  April  and  October.  Thus  also  the  Coetus  has  been 
Tendered  contemptible,  has  been  disorganized  and  broken  up.  But  all  this  has  been 
aiore  folly  set  forth,  and  In  all  its  aggravating  circumstances,  in  the  protest  against 
Alieir  proceedings,  now  before  the  Synod;*  and,  in  other  ways  already  before  the 
Claasis. 

Now  suppose  we  had  come  together  in  October,  as  certainly  we  were  obliged  to 
do,  according  to  the  action  taken  by  the  previous  Coetus,  which  action  is  also 
veoorded  in  their  Minutes.  This  would  have  been  the  regular  Coetus  to  take  the 
primary  action  to  change  itself  into  a  Classis,  and  this  would  have  been  agreed  to 
by  nearly  all  the  brethren,  and  thus  the  propoJ^ed  Classis  would  have  been  placed 
«pon  a  better  footing.  This  would  also  have  met  the  sole  condition  on  which  Rev. 
Haaghoort  had  dropped  his  previous  protest  against  the  Coetus,  well-known  to  the 
Classis.  It  would  have  been  the  same  Coetus  also,  which  had  addressed  all  the 
chnrclies.  requesting  them  to  give  their  consent  to  a  i'lassis.  Under  such  circum- 
•tances,  would  that  Assembly  still  have  been  a  Coetus?  Suppose  the  churches  had 
given  their  consent  for  the  Classis,  which  had  been  resolved  upon,  surely  that  con- 
sent would  have  made  the  Coetus  a  Classis,  at  once,  and  the  four  Commissioners 
would,  in  April,  have  simply  notified  the  Classis  (of  Amsterdam)  and  the  Synod  (of 
Morth  Holland)  of  that  fact.  And  such  was  the  honest  iutentlon.  The  Coetus 
would  thus  already  have  been  changed  into  a  Classis,  and  it  would  at  once,  have 
organized  Itself  as  such;  and  immediate  evidence  thereof  would  have  been  given  in 
the  promotion  of  the  student,  (Henricus)  Frellnghuysen.  Or.  if  the  Classis,  as  pro- 
poeed  by  the  Coetus,  had  not  received  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  churches, 
this  was  also  a  possibility  which  should  have  been  considered;  whereas,  Rev.  (Theo- 
dore) Frieliughuysen  began  his  work  (of  getting  votes  for  a  Classis)  already  in  the 
winter,  long  before  April.  In  that  case,  (if  the  vote  had  been  against  a  (.'lassls). 
would  not  that  Assembly  have  been  a  Coetus  still,— that  Assembly,  at  which  the 
four  Commissioners  were  obliged  to  make  the  fact  known,  as  the  answer  of  the 
diarcheB? 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  then.  Is  there  a  Coetus  now?  If  it  be  a  fact,  that 
the  Coetus  is  no  less  than  dissolved,  then  the  studeut.  (Henricus)  Frielinghuysen, 
was  illegally  ordained.  As  to  how  he  was  allowed,  by  some  of  the  brethren,  pub- 
ndj  to  preach  as  a  candidate,  we  leave  that  to  their  own  responsibility.  Then,  also, 
the  protest  of  Rev.  Haaghoort  must  still  stand.  The  New  York  Consistory,  too,  had 
■Iready  refused  Its  Consistory -chamber.  fKerkekamer)  for  the  use  of  the  Coetus, 
and  ordered,  or  at  lirust  rKiut-sited,  Its  niiui:{tt  r.^^  n.it  to  attend  its  meetings.  Thus 
the  first  reason,  as  to  the  present  inconsistency,  etc.,  of  the  Coetus,  still  holds;  and, 
Mcording  to  its  own  statement,  the  Coetus  continues  to  be  subject  to  contempt 
fkom  without,  and  to  confusion  within.  Who,  then,  ought  not  to  be  ashamed  of 
Wtnting  to  uphold  such  a  Coetus? 

If,  however,  it  is  maintained  that  there  is  still  a  Coetus,  and  that  it  is  not  dls- 
iolred,    because  a   Classis   was  simply  asked   for,   (from   the  <?hur(?hps,)   hut   not 
Obtained  by  the  (}oetus,  let  this  fact  then  be  proved— that  It  was  not  obtained. 
I^>^  the  Coetus  itself  interrupted  its  own  care<»r.  and  destroyed  the  consent  of  the 
churches  to  its  request.    On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  secured  what  It  wanted, 
^Hilependently,  and  from  itself,  but  in  an  illegal  and  fniudulent  manner.    The  posi- 
tion is,  therefore,  that  the  request  of  the  CJoetus  (for  a  ("lassls)  was  neither  obtained 
***5r  refused  (legally  considered)  but  the  whole  business  was  entirely  overthrown. 
A.I110,  the  churches  were  only  requested  to  give  their  consent  to  the  organization  of 
^    Classis  by  the  Coetus;  but  It  was  never  Implied  that  this  same  request  should 
"^Imd   be  made  of  the  Synod  (of  North  Holland),   but  only,   that  the   Classis   (of 
-Amsterdam)  should  be  Informed  of  it,  etc.    But  was  not  such  a  procedure,  a  vlola- 
^ton  of  the  (Constitution  of  the)  Coetus,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  same?    And.  not- 
'^^ttbstanding  all  this,  in  case  it  is  the  purpose  still  to  hold  meetings  of  a  Coetus,  as 
facts  seem  to  show,  then  it  must  be  a  new  Coetus,  one  illegally  scraped  up; 
luch  as,  in  a  manner  wholly  different  to  that  proposed  by  the  old  Coetus,  a 
I,  yea,  even  an  ACXDEMY  is  to  be  petitioned  for  of  the  Synod,  through 
r.  Frielinghuysen. 

•8ee  under  July  27,  170G. 
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But  what  does  all  that  amoant  to,  to  those  who  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  tUi 
new  body?  And,  then,  for  tills  new  body  to  sit  In  Judgment  on  the  actloo  of  ockeo! 
and  to  exercise  authority  sAd  government  over  olhem!  and  especially,  if  it  te 
merely  a  Convention,  as  indeed  it  was  called  In  the  letters  of  notlflcmtion!  Bcthfv 
can  it  then,  t>e  at  the  same  time,  a  Coetus,  possessing  and  exercising  anthortcj, 
either  special  or  regular?  Bnt  It  was  contrived  to  meet  a  special  emergenej,  iid 
then  set  itself  np  over  others,  whose  rights  have  been  wrested  from  thea,  ui 
whose  authority  has  been  usurped !  But,  as  the  Coetus  had  atteri j  fallen  Into  nil, 
the  Consistory  of  New  York  protested  against  the  Classls  thus  formed,  shortly  tflK 
this  had  been  done.  That  is,  indeed,  no  rule  or  reason  for  others  doing  the  aw 
thing,  or  for  not  going  on  with  the  organisation  of  the  (American)  Classls.  It  wu 
necessary,  however,  to  abide  the  proper  time  for  doing  that  thing,  and  for  the  fm 
Commissioners  to  present  the  matter  to  the  Assembly  In  Ckrtol>er.  Even,  If  tk 
formation  of  a  Classls  had  been  refused  (by  the  churches),  the  Coetus  shooM  be 
considered  as  having  oeased  to  exist  for  the  reasons  given.  And,  even  tbosgl  !t 
b«  thought  thnt  the  formation  of  n  ClnsHls  failed,  because  of  the  protest  of  tbeSev 
York  Consistory,  while  yet  the  C<K*tns  continues  In  existence;  why  does  not  tte 
e«tal)IIshuu*nt  of  both  the  ClHssiK  and  nn  Academy,  undertaken  by  them  In  suehu 
illegal  way  fall.  be<.*au8(>  of  the  many  protests  that  have  come  in  against  tlicB- 
Why  was  not  that  whole  business  stopped,  and  the  (old)  Coetus  allowed  to  take  Its 
course.  Instead  of  adding  a  Coetus  that  is  illegal?  And  especially,  inasmoch  u 
Rev.  Haaghoort  had  previously.  In  those  days  of  the  Convention,  asked  Rev.  Fiie 
linghuysen  for  permission  to  stop  the  work  so  badly  begun,  and  had  urged  him  ts 
do  so,  and  to  bring  the  matter  first  to  the  attention  of  the  Synod? 

In  the  meantime  one  could  easily  have  understood  how  that  Plan  for  a  New  Tuck 
(Episcopal)  College  with  a  Dutch  Professor  (of  Theology)  placed  in  It,  would  tna 
out.  Instead  of  that,  however,  they  went  madly  on,  and  he  (Prlelinghnyaen)  «u 
not  willing  to  listen  to  anything.  The  protests  were  shoved  one  side  as  though  tkiy 
did  not  at  all  concern  him.  No  copy  of  their  action,  and  no  credentials,  were  cl^ti 
him  as  had  been  requested.  Yea,  Indeed,  inasmuch  as  the  Coetus,  In  spite  of  ftH 
this,  was  by  them  still  kept  up,— both  as  a  special  Coetus  at  the  time  when  their 
Convention  was  held  and  as  a  regular  Coetus  of  the  first  Tuesday  In  October,  whs 
complaints  were  heard  against  those  who  did  not  belong  to  it,— a  committee  su 
appointed ;  before  this  Committee  the  accused  were  cited  to  appear  for  examinati8L 
Sentence  was  pronounced,  discipline  was  exercised  and  ratified,  and  thus  power  su 
wielded  over  other  churches  and  brethren.  All  this,  in  the  proper  place,  will  wpttBtj 
be  further  set  forth. 

Rev.  Van  der  Linde  Is  minister  at  Paramus.    He,  together  with  his  Cbnsistory,  k 
also  among  those  who  protested  against  Rev.   Frielinghuysen  and  his  enterprlR 
Also,  like  ourselves,  he  does  not  belong  to  that  illegal  enterprise  and  Assembly.  Be 
has  declared  himself  on  these  sad  and  lamentable  circumstances.    He  and  his  divck 
did  not  know  whither  to  turn  themselves,  and  then  finally  came  to  na^  their  asill- 
borlng -Consistories,  that  is  to  say,  the  Consistory  of  Second  River  (Belleville)  aa< 
of  Acquackononk ;  also  to  the  Consistories  of  Hackensack  and  of  Schralenborf  tf 
which  two.  Koertenlus  (Curtenlus)   was  (one  of  the)   ministers.    They  a Aed  «  to 
Judge,  after  a  previous  investigation,  between   them  and  Rev.   Goetschlus  and  Ml 
Consistory.    They  were  obliged  to  pass  by  Rev.  Qoetschius's  own  Consistory,  beciaB 
it  was  Nbarin^  In  his  tcuilt  in  the  ease.    So  wc  eanie  together  on  the  3rd  of  Xot«b- 
l>er,  1755.  at  the  bouse  of  Christian  Zabrlsklc,   (Sabriskle),  at  Paramus.    Rev.  C^ 
tenlus  excused  himself  from  attending.    The  Consistory  of  Acquackononk  wooldsoc 
promise  to  take  part.    Rev.  Ilaaghoort  was  present  with  his  elder,   Hendrik  Catt 
mans,   (Koeyemans),  as  delegates  from  the  Consistory  of  Second  River;  also  mr^ 
present  part  of  the  Consistory  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenbnrgh.    The  object  wis  to 
Investigate  and  pass  Judgment  on  the  misconduct  of  Rev.  Goetschlus  and  bli  Cto- 
slstory,  in  relation  to  the  wild  schemes  which  they  pursued  In  their  congregitiii> 
Rev.  Ilaaghoort  was  chosen  Manager  of  the  meeting.    After  the  meeting  had  te* 
opened  with  prayer.  Rev.  Van  der  Linde  and  his  Consistory  were  asked  why  titf 
had  invited  us.    Their  answer  was,  that  as  there  was  no  longer  any  legal  CocW  , 
they  had  turned  themselves  to  us,  as  neighboring  consistories,  etc.,  etc. 
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I.  Complaint  of  Rev.  Van  der  Linde  against  Rev.  Goetschius 

and  his  Consistory. 

The  complaint  and  grievance  which  Rey.  Van  der  Linde  and  his  Consistory  brought 
In,  was  as  follows : 

1.  Rev.  Goetschius,  with  his  Consistory,  namely,  Abraham  Lydeclcer,  and  ex-elder, 
David  Van  Oudr  and  Joris  Blinlcerhof,  elders  still  in  service  at  Schraalenburg,  did. 
In  their  congregation  at  Paramus,  form  and  install  a  (new)  consistory,  and  thereby 
carry  on  public  worship  there.  They  thus  caused  a  public  schism ;  and  he  (Goet- 
schias)  intruded  himself  into  ministerial  service  there,  contrary  to  their  promise  of 
preventing  him,  unless  the  Classls  should  give  him  the  right  to  do  so.  Yea,  he  did 
this  notwithstanding  he  was  very  often  in  a  most  Christian  spirit,  and  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  exhorted  to  desist  therefrom. 

2.  Rev.  Goetschius.  with  only  one  of  his  deacons,  Pletcr  Zabrlskie.  (Sabrlskle), 
thus  impertinently  intruded  himself  among  us,  although  he  had  never  been  invited 
to  come.  And,  when  remonstrated  with,  instead  of  giving  us  a  decent  answer,  he 
detained  us  with  brawling,  raving  and  slandering.  He  made  us  out  to  be  fit  sub- 
jects of  discipline;  that  we  were  shut  out  from  the  Kingdom  of  God,  that  we  were 
spewed  out  of  Christ's  mouth:  persons  whom  he  could  not  possibly  recognize.  At 
last  he  declared  that  he  recognized  the  (newly)  installed  consistory  as  his  own  legal 
consistory;  but  he  was  willing  to  gi\e  that  consistory  over  to  Rev.  Van  der  Linde 
on  condition  that  Rev.  Van  der  Linde  should  choose  some  additional  members;  and 
tliat  then  every  minister  should  have  the  liberty  to  go  and  preach  there. 


•  II.  The  judgment  of  the  Assembly  thereon. 

1.  This  matter  having  been  carefully  investigated,  and  considered  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, we  could  not  see  our  way  to  find  otherwise  than  that  the  Consistory  of  Rev. 
Goetschius,  which  is  still  in  power,  deserve  to  l>e  at  once  deposed  as  such;  and 
that  those  thus  excluded,  should  be  declared  unworthy  of  ever  again  serving  as 
members  of  a  Consistory.  Also  that  Rev.  Goetschius  should  be  suspended  from  the 
ministry,  leaving  it  to  the  Classls  to  decide  whether  he  shall  be  wholly  deposed 
therefrom.    This  is  all  according  to  Articles  79  and  80  of  the  Church  Order. 

2,  ConfirmatioQ  by  additional  reasons:  Especially  because  Rev.  Goetschius,  as 
also  to  some  degree  also  his  Consistory,  has  during  his  ministry,  conducted  himself 
In  his  own  congregation,  as  a  schismatic;  and  as  a  minister,  he  is  unworthy  In  his 
teaching  and  his  life.    The  proofs  are  the  following: 

a)  Rev.  Goetscliius  did.  with  his  Consistory,  nullify  his  own  call.    It  was  not  Rev. 

Oaitenios  who  did  that.    Curtenius's  salary,  according  to  the  contract  made  in 

Ooetus,  had  to  be  paid  first,  so  that  Rev.  Goetschius  would  have  to  be  satisfied 

,  with  the  balance.    On  the  contrary.  Rev.  Goetschius  received  his  full  salary  (first), 

i  WhUe  Rev.  Curtenius  was  deprived  of  what  was  due  him.    He  (nullified)  also  the  old 

order  of  choosing  a  Consistory,  in  order  to  get  one  to  bis  own  liking,  that  thus  he 

might  rule.    Having  accomplished  that,  he  did  the  choosing  with  his  own  men,  from 

time  to  time,  and  so  he  played  the  master. 

(2)  Both  by  word  and  deed  his  Rev.  then  made  a  distinction  between  his  own 
adherents,  and  others.  He  with  his  own  adherents,  would  not  recognise  Rev.  Cur- 
tanlns  as  an  orthodox  minister.  He  called  himself  and  his  adherents  the  truly 
(egenerated  ones,  or  God*s  people.  The  others  were  the  family  of  Cain,  men  of 
the  world,  and  children  of  Belial,  those  who  had  been  rejected. 

(^  From  time  to  time  his  Rev.  has  tried  to  Introduce,  and  did  at  one  time  Intro- 
and  allow  others  to  introduce  and  hold  special  conventicles  and  meetings, 
many  persons  have  assumed  official  functions,  and  have  been  permitted  to 
I  publicly  at  private  houses,  e\en  up  to  the  present  time. 
(4)  In  his  teachings,  his  Rev.  behaved  in  an  uproarious  and  offensive  manner.  He 
i^ncht  that  where  there  was  division  and  discord,  there  was  the  true  church;  that 
^rhat  he  preached,  men  must  believe.  His  was  the  true  doctrine,  and  whoever  dis- 
t^elleved  it,  was  lost.  Upon  such  an  understanding,  he  received  members.  Indeed, 
^la  Indulged  altogether  in  slanders,  scoldings,  and  in  Jndglng  an^  Q(>ik<\!^T&ii\Ti%  Q\X>ftT%« 
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(5)  HU  Rev.  denounced  and  scolded  his  conrresation  as  the  Terj  drefi  ef  tli 
people.  When,  however,  he  was  spoken  to  about  this,  he  de^ared  l>efore  God  ui 
the  congregation  that  he  had  never  said  anything  of  the  kind;  yet  the  tratfcil 
this  declaration  was  testified  to  under  oath.  Then  Peace,  yea*  Bteinal  Peaee  vii 
made.  But  shortly  after,  he  broke  the  peace  again.  He  has,  therefSore.  not  eoi- 
ducted  himself  among  us  as  a  worthy  minister. 

(6)  Besides  all  this,  the  odium  yet  remains  of  his  former  tarnished  life.  Up  to  tit 
present  time,  he  has  never  been  able  satisfactorily  to  clear  himself  of  those  ehaifHi 
although  his  Consistory  has  spoken  to  him  about  them.  This  matter  at  Ifsit  h 
part  has  been  already  for  some  time  known  to  the  Classls.  The  Ber.  Ciirtealw  vH 
exhibit  fuller  particulars  about  it. 

Now  all  these  facts,  which  more  fully  show  his  unworthiness,  we  consider  ma* 
selves  obliged  to  present,  and  at  this  time,  to  make  known  to  the  Classls.  This  st 
do  by  reason  of  a  Classical  letter,  received  at  the  time  when  his  Bev.  wan  kf 
your  order,  about  to  be  promoted  and  ordained  as  a  minister  called  to  TTirtrumffr 
and  Bchralenburgh.  You  then  ordered  us  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  him.  Aad  iB 
the  more  do  we  feel  that  we  must  make  such  a  report,  because  this  has  not  yrt 
been  done  by  that  Committee  which  was  appointed,  by  the  re-formed  Coetss^  to  fi 
to  Hackensack  to  examine  bis  complaint,  and  to  pass  judgment  on  it  No  taqsiir 
into  his  conduct  has  been  made,  although  the  Committee  had  special  orden  boa 
the  Coetus,  to  find  out  whether,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  then  presMtfrt. 
Rev.  Erlckson,  given  to  Rev.  Haaghcort,  he  had  in  any  way  caused  schlssL  Tet. 
indeed,  nothing  has  been  done,  although  Rev.  Haaghoort,  in  his  reply  to  their  dti- 
tion,  recommended  them  to  find  out  how  he  had  conducted  himself  In  Bev.  Tan  der 
Linde's  congregation.  But  who  are  better  warranted,  and  who  are  more  compftest 
to  do  this  than  his  neighbors,  especially.  Rev.  Curtenius  who  haa  been  his  cellctng 
hitherto?  And  where  can  the  facts  bi-tter  be  found  out  than  among  those  who  hin 
previously  been  in  his  church  and  even  in  his  consistory?  Yea,  where,  than  fna 
those  who.  as  a  neighboring  consistory,  have  at  this  very  time  been  invited  ud 
have  come  together  in  this  place,  for  this  very  purpose?  Y>a,  where,  than  tim 
those  who  are  now.  by  the  departure  of  Rev.  Curtenius  (to  Long  Island),  reletitd 
of  his;  and  who  have  openly  declared  that  they  will  never  have  anything  moie, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  do  with  such  an  unworthy  minister  (as  GoetsdilBi^ 
as  will  be  further  shown. 

(7)  Then.  also,  it  is  chiefly  for  the  reason  that.  he.  Rev.  Goetschius,  together  wlA 
his  consistory,  is  the  source,  and  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  mischief,  offenref  vai 
disturbances  which  are  now  prevalent.  All  these  things  have  been  brought  tboit 
by  the  formation  of  such  a  Coetus  as  now  exists,  and,  therefore,  we  desire  to  irt 
this  matter  in  its  true  light,  and  thus  give  your  Revs,  a  clear  idea  of  the  vkok 
affair.  The  Classls  (of  Amsterdam)  should  know  that  the  call  of  Bev.  Ooetsebia 
to  this  place  never  gave  general  satisfaction.  Indeed,  it  was  done  against  tlie  wliA 
of  many  and  not  without  much  commotion  and  disturbance,  (but  finally  sobmlttt' 
to),  to  preserve  rest  and  peace  on  the  whole.  But  forty  families  never  gsre  tiMir 
consent,  nor  signed  in  his  favor.  The  document  in  evidence  of  this  is  in  tlie  lu^ 
of  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  has  been  seen  by  us.  Moreover,  before  his  Rev.  wsf  ctUrf 
to  Hackensack,  he  (Goetschius)  had  in  his  pocket  a  call  from  the  church  at  Seht^ 
miny  (Neshaminy,  Bucks  CJounty),  Pennsylvania.  But  he  wanted  to  try  Hackes** 
first,  and  when  he  got  what  he  wanted  there,  he  disappointed  the  other  rboick 
shamefully. 

His  call  to  Hackensack  was  signed  on  this  condition— that  if  either  of  tlie  dId^ 
ters  went  away,  or  became  unable  to  preach,  the  signers  were  thereby  relw*" 
from  their  obligations.  This  was  so  understood  by  Rev.  Curtenius,  He  miJiit**'' 
that  this  condition  applied  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  Rev.  Goetschius;  to  thttj 
Rev.  Goetschius  went  away,  etc.,  the  signers  would  thereby  have  been  rrijjjj 
from  their  signatures  to  his  own  call.  It  is  true.  Indeed,  that  the  little  word  "*| 
is  interlined,  above  their  signatures.    Therefore  It  has  no  force  In  law^  **<*^^ 


_ ^ K 

interlineation  is  not  also  conflrm<»d  by  the  two  witnesses.  Were  it  not  for  »*•  ^i 
provision,  anything  might  be  interlined  (in  any  document).  It  appears.  thewJJ* 
that  any  "discharge"  has  reference  to  both  ministers.  It  cannot  «'*  J*  ^ 
Goetschius  alone,  as  then  it  would  of  course  be  unnecessary.  Neverthelgw^''^ 
condition  further  reads,  the  minister  who  remains  Is  obliged  to  condvet  P'^T? 
services,  one  Sunday  at  Uac^ex^wiOL  wi^  \\«  xi^^Lt  Sunday  at  Schraleaboif.  "**•' 
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bo  continues  to  be  tbe  minister  tbere  bas  still  a  rigbt  to  preacb  in  tbe 

»j  tnnis,  to  tbose  wbo  are  bis  adberents,  and  wbo  renew  tbeir  snbscrlp- 

ilm. 

.  Curtenlos  bas  never  demnrred  to  tbls,  or  disputed  wltb  tbem  about  It. 

tbe  adberents  of  Rev.  Goetscbius  would  so  bave  understood  tbis  In  case 

scbius  bad  gone  away,  bas  beyond  all  question  already  appeared  from 

rupture  tbey  baye  made,  and  from  tbeir  own  proposal,  tbat  eacb  party 

and  keep  its  own  minister.  Tbat  tbey  so  understood  tbis,  at  once  and 
plain  from  tbe  circumstance  tbat  even  before  Rev.  Gurtenius  went  away, 

around  to  get  new  signatures  for  Rev.  Goetscbius  alone,  and  not  includ- 
1  a  second  minister.  Tbis  tbe  followers  of  Rer.  Gurtenius,  wltb  rigbt  and 
fused;  because  tbey  bad  cow  been  released  from  bim,  (Goetscbius?)  and 
er  could  nor  would  bave  any  tbing  more  to  do,  directly  or  indirectly  wltb 
awortby  minister.  Tbey  bave  now,  tberefore,  to  take  care  of  tbemselves, 
e  otbers  bad  taken  care  of  tbemselves.  To  tbat  end,  tbey  (tbe  adberents 
lus)  cbose  four  TRUSTEBS.  Tbey  gave  tbem  power  to  do  everytbing 
d  be  conducive  to  tbe  welfare  of  tbe  cburcb.  To  tbat  end,  also,  tbese 
,  not  witbout  consultation  wltb  tbeir  otber  (former)  very  wortby,  but 
eesed  minister,  Gurtenius,  cbose  for  tbeir  moderator  (or  adviser,  eon- 
)  Rev.  Haagboort,  minister  at  Second  River,  one  of  tbe  oldest  nelgbboring 

•ngest  proof,  wbicb  is  also  irrefutable,  of  tbeir  discbarge  of  Rev.  Goet- 
tbe  Fourtb  Article  of  a  certain  form  of  Gburcb  Articles  wbicb  reads  tbus: 
te  of  tbe  ministers  dies,  or  goes  away,  or  no  longer  oontinues  bis  service, 
bo  remains  sball  tben  supply  by  turns,  tbe  two  cburcbes  for  tbe  entire 
eacb  cburcb  sball  pay  balf  of  tbe  salary,  besides  all  otber  expenses.** 

wbat  purpose  was  tbis  Article  framed?  Surely  for  tbe  purpose  in  case 
rge  does  not  go  into  eflTect,  of  nullifying  tbose  conditional  signatures  as 
Ke  in  bis  call,  and  of  putting  eacb  cburcb  under  obligation,  etc.  Now  it 
e  less  sure  tbat  tbat  Article  cannot  stand,  because  tbose  Gburcb  Articles 
r  been  signed  by  any  one,  nor  ordered  to  be  placed  on  record  In  tbe 
)ok  of  Scbralenbargb.  Rev.  Goetscbius,  bowever,  recorded  tbem  in  tbat 
not  in  tbe  book  of  Hackensack.  Furtbermore,  eigbt  persons,  wbo  were 
isistory  at  tbe  time,  took  oatb  before  a  Justice  of  tbe  Peace,  on  tbe  Holy 
at  tbey  bad  never  bad  any  knowledge  of  sucb  a  Fourtb  Article,  and  never 
consent  to  it,  altbougb  tbey  did  know  of,  and  consent  to,  tbe  otber  Tbree 
Tbey  bad  never  beard  of  it  up  to  tbe  time  of  Rev.  Gurtenius's  departure. 
>B8,  one  of  tbem  says  tbat  it  bad  Indeed  been  spoken  of,  but  tbat  notbing 
done  about  it. 
says,  tbat  be  bad  seen,  indeed,  a  copy  of  it  at  Rev.  Gurtenius's  before 

A  certain  Justice  of  tbe  Peace,  also,  Rynier  Van  Giese,  affirmed  before 

istice  of  tbe  Peace,  tbat  it  is  a  bard  tbing  to  be  tied  down  to  one  min- 

be  bad  been  taugbt  tbat  tbe  Gburcb  exists  by  tbe  bonds  of  genuine  love. 

iderstood  tbat  It  was  stated  at  tbe  bottom  of  Rev.  Goetscbius'  call,  tbat 

departure  of  Rev.  Gurtenius,  Hackensack  and  Scbralenburgb  sbould  eacb 

to  raise  for  bim  one  balf  tbe  salary.  He  tberefbre  felt  bound  to  say, 
?  beginning  two  men  bad  come  to  see  bim.  Tbey  wltb  one  mind,  declared 
statement  was  not  tbere;  but  tbat  tbe  wbole  purport  and  Import  was, 
>  event  of  tbe  deatb  or  departure  of  Rev.  Gurtenius,  we  sbould  be  released 
1.  He  bad  blmself  read  it  (tbe  call)  twice  or  tbree  times,  but  bad  not 
b  a  statement  tberein.  He  bad  never  bad  anytblng  to  do  wltb  calling 
scbius,  nor  bad  be  given  any  suggestions  wltb  regard  to  it.  But,  from 
me.  be  bad  been  robbed  of  bis  religion,  so  tbat,  since  tbe  time  of  Rev. 
('s  coming,  be  bad  received  tbe  communion  but  twice  a  year,  because  be 
?r  commune  wltb  Rev.  Goetscbius.  He  bad  long  been  under  constraint, 
0  pray  tbe  Lord  tbat  be  would  remove  from  bim  tbis  yoke  and  burden, 
ased  to  give  bim  an  unbampered  (free)  religion. 

r  Trustees  at  Scbralenburgb,  also,  tbose  wbo  bad  once  been  elders  and 
be  first  ones  under  Rev.  Goetscbius,  declared  over  tbeir  own  signatures, 
never  came  to  tbis  cburcb  wltb  tbat  Fourtb  Article  nor  did  tbey  ever 
Qown.  Tbey  bave,  bowever,  a  faint  remembrance  of  tbere  having  been 
of  it,  but  not  of  its  ever  bavlng  been  recorded  in  tbe  ObAxeYi  "KiqioYl.  \X.  \% 
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without  the  signatures  of  the  ironslstory  or  of  Church-members;  for  ve  Bercrtaft 
of  it  until  the  day  the  Trustees  were  elected.  Yea.  all  the  cborch-memben  of  In. 
Curtenlus*s  party,  both  at  Ilaokensack  and  8<*hralenburich,  declared  to  us.  ckntk* 
members,  over  their  own  signature*,  that  they  had  noTer  giTen  any  ooosntv 
signature  to  that  Fourth  Article,  or  made  any  contract  of  that  kind.  AH  of  ttv 
documents  and  proofs  are  in  the  hands  of  Kev.  Haaghoort,  and  with  onr  ovi  qa 
we  have  scon  and  read  them. 

But  I<-t  it  be  granted  that  that  Fourth  Article  had  been  drawn  op  In  cuasfayq, 
as  Ih  iitnrmed  and  as  has  been  sworn  to  by  five  of  Key.  Goetschlas's  conslstoiy.  ni 
once  published  In  the  newspapers,  yet  it  cannot  be  binding  on  the  ooogieptlB. 
This  is  so,  not  only  because  the  congregation  never  knew  of  it«  bot  also  beetwK 
held  Itself  solely  to  the  document  of  the  original  signatures;  bat  from  this,  wtm 
now  by  the  departure  of  our  old  and  very  much  respected  pastor  and  tea^ci:tkt 
Rev.  Antonius  Curtenius,  released,  as  in  the  documents  of  proof  la  more  fnBy  nM. 
Then,  no  consistory  has  any  power  that  extends  thus  tttr.  For  such  a  papM 
there  is  required  in  this  country  a  special  right  and  authority  gimnted  If  tk 
(Civil)  Assembly,  the  government  of  the  country,  and  Rev.  Cortenlns  has,  hltliiti^ 
always  so  understood  and  explained  it.  From  all  of  thU  your  Revs,  caa  Mriir 
onderstand  and  Judge  Just  what  there  is  of  this  matter. 

Furthermore,  the  four  Trustees  of  Schralenburgh  had  some  negotlatloni  wtti  III 
Consistory  of  Rev.   Goetschlus.    During  that  time  they   gave  that  Conrist«iT  li 
understand,  that  as  it  had  left  them  and  provided  for  a  minister,  they,  two^liiit 
In  mind  to  provide  a  minister  for  themselves.    To  this  Ooetachios*  conslstoiy  icplefc 
"Do  you  want  a  minister  and  a  consistory  by  yourselves?    That  is  ImpoariMe.  Wt 
are  willing  to  call  any  minister  for  you.'*    Afterwards  Rev.  Marinas  mentioaid  tife 
proposition  to  Rev.  Haaghoort.  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  offer  hti  ■( 
been  accepted.    They  would  call  for  them  any  minister  they  desired,  and  mchfttH 
should  then  support  its  own  minister.    Well  may  your  Revs.  Judge  whether  Ntl 
things  can  be!  can  a  certain  consistory  call  a  minister  for  another  church  tndtltf 
minister  then  stand  subject  under  that  other  consistory?    Is  not  that  a  RtaaV 
the  old  domination?    Does  it  not  involve  the  declaration,  on  the  part  of  nrti 
separate  church,  that  it  is  released  from  Rev.  Goetschius.  and  Is  not  ohUfi<  ^ 
raise  its  half  of  the  salary.    How  can  they  have  a  church  by  themselves,  foppodhf 
their  own  minister,  without  a  consistory  of  their  own  to  call  said  minister  hi 
legal  way?    No  wonder,  the  Trustees  replied:    '*Then  things  will  be  Joftii^ 
again  as  they  have  been.'*    Besides,  the  church  has  told  us,  that  we  should,  im 
respect,  unite  with  it,  because  it  wanted  to  be  a  church  by  itself,  as  proved  If  t^ 
documents  which  we  have  seen. 

Whereupon  those  who  were  authorised,  went  forward  and  called  the  chocl* 
together.  They  fixed  upon  the  time,  and  upon  the  Hackensack  church  u  thepM 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a  consistory.  They  notliled  k^ 
Haaghoort,  their  moderator,  and  requested  him  to  l>e  present  The  party  o^^ 
Goetschius  then  kept  the  church  door  shut,  and  refused  to  give  up  tbn  key.  ^%/' 
his  consistory,  and  assisted  by  three  ministers,  Verbryck,  Marinas  and  (JonttlP 
Du  Bois,  he  sought  to  hinder  this  work  in  every  way.  But  It  was  In  Ttin.  hetf* 
the  church,  being  in  part  their  own.  was  opened  with  violence,  and  the  coniMtf 
for  those  churches  was,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Haaghoort.  as  modeiator.cMi 
in  an  orderly  and  legal  way.  Whereupon  the  three  ministers  named,  not  oslj  ^ 
a  written  certificate  to  the  effect  that  Rev.  Haaghoort  had  caused  ^^^^^ 
church  affairs,  they  being  present  as  witnesses  to  the  fact:  (a  thing  of  whiclwj 
themselves  are  far  more  to  be  accused,  seeing  that  they  liad  no  buiiM*  tH^ 
supported  Rev.  Goetschius  in  his  evil,  and  sought  to  hinder  the  good  ^^^ 
they  also  devised  the  special  Coetus.  and  contrived,  with  Rev.  GoetfchlMt*^ 
consistory— as  appears  from  a  letter,  written  by  Rev.  Martnus  to  Bev.  HiU** 
that  same  week— to  persuade  the  latter  to  be  present  at  their  spedil  <5"* 
Tuesday  following.  This  was  really  the  time  set  for  the  Cooventioa  calltdly'^ 
Frielinghuysen.  At  that  Coetus.  at  the  request  of  Rev.  Verbiyck,  wMiU' 
Rev.  Frielinghuysen  remarkeil  to  Rev.  Haaghoort— In  another  man*B  natttA'r 
Goetschius  brought  a  never  before  heard  of  and  aomewhat  dlstortrfag  <— i|^ 
against  him  (Rev.  Haaghoori).  A  committee  was  appointed,  cooalstinf  of  ^"^ 
Isters.  Leydt,  Frielinghuysen,  Freyenmoet  and  Vrooman,  before  ^"^^Jl^ 
charch  at  HackensaeiL,  Yx«  ^o^\^  \a^«  to  defend  himself,  as  well  u  tlr  IM** 
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the  consistorj  chosen  by  him.  Goetschius  was  not  ashamed  to  designate  the 
iatory  th«s,  and  which  was  done  in  a  superscription  publicly,  as  the  consistory 
en  by  Rer.  Haaghoort.  It  was  his  desire  and  in  fact,  his  order,  that  (the 
Bfl  of)  that  chosen  consistory  should  not  be  published;  or,  if  published,  (its 
lation)  should  be  put  off  until  the  Ck>mmittee  had  given  its  decision  on  the 
er.  On  that  false  testimony,  and  the  complaint  of  Rey.  Goetschius  and  his 
latory,  and  on  the  false  proofs  he  advanced,  they  censured  Rev.  Haaghoort,  and 
ended  him  from  his  ministry,  as  a  public  schismatic  and  as  an  intruder  into 
her  field  of  ministry.    They  used  severe  language,  as  though  his  Rev.  were  a 

scandalous  fellow.  By  letter  they  gave  their  sentence  to  him  personally.  In 
>arate  letter  they  informed  all  of  his  consistory,  as  also  the  Trustees,  and  the 
sn  consistory  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh  that  they  were  all  forbidden 
ise  of  the  Holy  Supper,  until  his  Rev.  and  all  of  them,  should,  before  them  as 
.foetus,  and  before  his  own  (Goetschius*)  consistory,  show  penitence,  and  desist 

these  their  doings.— AU  this,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  in  his  answer  to 
'  citation,  he  had  declared  to  them  that  he  could  not  appear  before  them,  as  he 
1  not  recognize  their  Coetus  or  (Conference  as  legal;  but  that  he  was  willing 
Jk  over  and  act  in  the  matter  with  some  one  who  is  impartial.  The  Trustees 
the  consistory  declared  the  same  thing.  Yea,  they  could  not  consider  their 
er  as  a  question  or  a  dispute  seeing  that  it  was  all  too  well  known,  and 
ipotable. 

V.  Haaghoort  did  not  attempt  to  do  anything  to  help  along  those  people,  now 
ised  from  Rev.  Goetschius,  without  the  knowledge,  advice,  and  even  encourage- 
t  of  his  consistory  at  Second  River.  They  carefully  investigated  everything, 
both  by  writing  and  by  word  of  mouth  they  received  from  Revs.  Van  der 
le  and  Curtenius  the  assurance  of  their  release  from  Rev.  Goetschius  and  his 

And  having  been  many  a  time  urged  to  go  forward,  as  there  was  not  the 
itest  difficulty  in  doing  so,  they  came  to  know  all  these  facts,  and  brought  them 
le  its  meeting.  The  Trustees  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh,  being  on  hand, 
i  allowed  to  come  in  to  the  meeting.  All  documentary  eyidence  in  the  case  was 
fully  looked  into,  examined  and  considered.  Instead  of  requiring  from  their 
Ister,  Rev.  Haaghoort,  that  he  should  show  penitence,  and  have  nothing  more 
0  with  this  matter,  they  Justified  all  that  he  had  done,  and  ordered  him  to  con- 
e  on  the  same  path;  and  so  he  did.  On  the  Sunday  following,  he  installed  the 
y  chosen  consistory,  In  the  church  at  Hackensack;  for  Rev.  Goetschius  and  his 
wers  had  closed  against  them,  the  church  as  well  as  the  pulpit,  at  Schralen- 
h,  with  an  iron  bar.  Yea,  the  censure,  imposed  at  Hackensack,  was  declared 
^  illegal  and  without  foundation,  according  to  the  Acts  recorded  July  17,  1765. 
*v  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all  this  was  known  to  that  irregularly  called 
ed-up)  Coetus;  and  that  Rev.  Haaghoort  had  complained  to  four  of  the  con- 
rles  represented  In  it,  about  Revs.  Marinus  and  Yerbryck,  for  giving  false  tes- 
ly,  and  for  their  disgraceful  acts;  so  that  he  demanded  of  them  justice  and 
faction,  as  well  as  of  Revs.  Prielinghuysen  and  Brickson;  of  the  former  for 
onduct  in  that  business  of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  latter  as  President  of 
special  Coetus;  and  that  he  received  no  answer  or  satisfaction  whateyer. 
Ugh  he  had  set  the  whole  matter  before  them  in  its  true  light:  yet  when  the 
ar  Coetus  was  held,  it  completely  ratified  what  the  Ck>mmlttee  had  done,  only 
txg  the  declaration  that  all  the  action  on  these  matters  should  most  earnestly 
x>ught  under  the  eye  of  the  Rev.  Classis.    It  is  for  that  reason  that  Rev.  Haag- 

•  is  now  under  the  necessity  of  complaining  to  your  Reys.  about  these  consls- 
K  as  also  his  Rey.  informed  them  that  he  would. 

^t  that  Coetus  was,  in  general.  Illegal,  has  already  been  made  clear.  Of  that 
ai  (Coetus),  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  prove  its  Illegality  in  particular.  This 
>een  already  shown,  and  does  still  more  fully  appear  from  its  entire  irregular 

*  of  procedure.  The  president  of  the  preceding  Coetus  was  not  recognised, 
tills  was  necessary  because  he  must  notify  the  members  by  circular  letters, 
^  must  inform  them  of  the  person  who  makes  the  request  for  the  meeting, 
Of  the  matters  to  be  considered,  and  of  the  time  when  the  meeting  is  to  be 

Pour  new  members  were  n?celved,  without  credentials,  of  whom  Rev.  (Theo- 

PreUnghuysen  himself  was  one.   Two  of  these  members,  namely,  Reys.  Yer- 

fc  and  Ifarinus,  were  witnesses  and  accusers,  and  at  the  same  time  Judges. 

one  then  remained.  Rev.  (Jonathan)  du  Bois;  but  all  this  was  at  yariance 
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wltb  1  Tim.  6:19,  "Against  an  elder  receiye  not  an  accnaation.  but  befofe  two  tr 
three  witneaaes,"  and  that  accnaation  was  falae.  Ber.  Haa^oort'a  conaiatoiy  vai 
pasaed  by;  yet  there  was  impoaed  upon  him  the  duty  of  ahowln^  penltenee  beCoR 
his  consistory,  and  so  before  the  Clasaia  also;  for  according  to  Chorch  Ordei;  the 
Glaasis  is  to  Judge  whether  snch  a  one  shall  be  entirely  deposed.  In  caae  the  oeafoi 
is  found  to  be  legal  and  Jnst    (Church  Order,  1619.  Art.  TS.) 

Prom  all  this  the  Rer.  Olassls  can  understand  what  sort  of  a  man  Rer.  GoetKhtai 
is;  and  how  he  has  gone  to  work  recklessly,  rashly,  violently,  and— what  ta  wan 
than  probable— against  bis  own  better  knowledge;  and  how  he  has  been  the  cum 
ot  the  split  in  his  own  church,  yea,  of  all  the  eyila  and  miachiefls  which  haTe  bov 
befallen  the  Church.  His  Bey.,  therefore,  deserves  to  be  suspended  from  his  ato- 
iatry,  and  his  consistory  to  be  immediately  deposed,  etc..  etc ;  especially  u  they 
have  been  arraigned  before  the  Higher  Authorities  as  worthy  of  pnnlslmieDt  Ok 
is  astonished  at  seeing  such  a  man,  his  character  known  no  leas  to  other  brethm 
than  to  us,  thus  shielded  and  strengthened  in  his  evil  way.  Especially  Is  ooe  aite- 
Ished  at  Rev.  Brickson,  the  eldest  of  us  all,  for  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  nd 
defendents— one  who  even  denounced  Rev.  Haaghoort  once  In  hla  own  hoaae  u  i 
very  Judas  and  a  church-traitor.  Your  Revs,  ought  to  take  notice  of  tliis.  Bat  tk 
Rev.  Claasis  understands  as  well  as  we  do,  what  the  upshot  of  all  this  matter  )u 
namely,  domination,  playing  the  master,  taking  advantage  of  drcnmstanoea.  (BL. 
using  the  present  occaalon.)  now  that  they  begin  to  have  a  majority.  This  ia  iatol- 
erable,  coming,  aa  it  does,  from  those  who,  most  of  them  have  been  ordained  (pm> 
moted)  by  us  here  and  have  only  recently  come  in,  and  who  in  a  variety  of  wajs. 
have  been  helped  along  and  favored,  and  all  this  done  to  men  of  Gray  betdik 
advanced  In  years;  men  who  were  sent  over  here  by  the  Classia.  and  who  haft 
been  serving  the  Church  of  God  here,  blamelessly,  for  such  a  long  time. 

However,  as  only  Rev.  Haaghort  with  his  elder  was  present,  (for  Rev.  CnztealB 
waa  unable  to  be  present,  and  Rev.  If  arinus  did  not  appear),  we,  by  the  advice  d 
the  Consistory  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh,  and  with  their  consent,  auspeaM 
our  Judgement  on  the  censure  of  Rev.  Goetscblus,  and  on  the  deposition  of  bis  coa* 
sistory.  We  reaolved  to  lay  this  whole  matter  before  the  conaistory  of  Rev.  Cn- 
tenius  and  the  (Consistory  of  New  York,  or  their  (Commissioners,  as  our  neighbon^ 
in  order  to  obtain  their  advice,  assent  and  concurrence. 

We  have  thus  felt  in  conscience  bound  to  defend  our  good  cause  against  tbt 
injurioos  and  disgraceful  treatment  <^  this  assumed  Coetus  of  our  brethren:  sad. 
at  the  same  time,  to  pour  out  our  bitter  complaint,  about  its  violent  dominstioa 
and  assumed  authority,  into  the  bosom  of  the  Rev.  Claasis.  We  are  saddened  bf 
the  disturbances,  divisions,  reproach  among  the  churches,  and  the  ridicule  from  tte 
world,  and  especially  from  those  that  are  without.  So  we  are  moved  to  make  thU 
our  humble  request;  that  it  would  please  the  Rev.  CHasais,  by  Ita  authority  tod 
power,  to  put  a  stop  to  all  this  trouble,  in  order  that  far  greater  evils  may  ast 
result  therefrom. 

Done,  and  thus  resolved  upon,  at  Paramus,  on  the  day  and  at  the  hooae  aboft 
named. 


Holout  Winter 

Jacob  Kip 

Laurens  Ackerman 

Hartman  BUnkerhof 

Pieter  Dury 

Gaarel  D  B  (bis  mark)  De  Baan 

Roelof  R  M  (his  mark)  Ifartense 

Pieter  Da-dcmarest 

Trustees  of  Hackensack 
and  Schralenburgh. 

Jacob  (3or8.  t  (his  mark)  Banta 
Paulus  P  M  (his  mark)  Martense 
Jan  Coenells  Bogert 
Abraham  Westervelt 

Deacons  of  Hackensack. 


Gerard  Haaghoort.  Director 
Hen  d  rick  Coeyemans 
Hendrik  K  (hla  mark)  Kip 
Ary  de  Groot 
Joris  Van  Gesin 

Benjamin  B  W  (his  mark)  Westerrelt 
Jacobus  Demareat 
Joost  V  (his  mark)  Sobrlako 
Jacobus  Peek 
Oomelius  Leydecker 
Elders  of  Hackensack 

and  Schralenburgh. 

Silvester  Barle 
Jacobus  Losier 
Jan  Durie 
Marten  Roelofaen 

Deacona  of  Schralenbnxih. 


\ 
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On  Not.  U,  1755  this  matter  was  laid  before  the  Consistory  of  New  Tork.  Rey. 
Cnrtenios,  who  had  been  reqaested  to  be  present  at  its  meeting,  excused  himself, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  put  under  censure  by  that  Assembly  which 
now  called  itself  a  Ooetus;  and  because  the  consequences  of  his  attending  might 
make  matters  worse  in  his  church.  The  Consistory  gave  hearing  to  this  document 
from  begUinlng  to  end.  but  took  the  following  verbal  action  thereon: 

"  On  motion  of  Rev.  Haaghoort,  as  Director  of  a  conference  held  at  Paramus,  etc. 
Baeolred,  That,  if  both  parties  will  leave  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  our  Con- 
ilstory,  (of  New  York),  they  will  then  give  their  Judgment  on  it.  Otherwise  they 
can  take  no  action  on  It.'* 

Signed  in  the  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritsema,  p.  t  Praeses. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that,  on  our  part,  we  carried  out  our  purpose,  yet  we  have  been 
unable  to  attain  our  object.  We  have,  therefore,  delayed  the  execution  of  the 
censure  imposed  on  Goetschlus  and  his  followers;  and  give  the  whole  matter,  as 
thus  presented.  Into  your  Revs,  hands. 

Gerard  Haaghoort, 

In  name  of  all,  as  Director. 

P.  S.    We  confirm  by  our  signature  the  truth  of  all  this,  and  also  of  what  this 

document  contains  with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  newly  organised  Coetus. 

Joan.   Ritsema 

Ltsmbertus  De  Ronde. 
New  Tork, 

Nov.  25,  1755. 

(See  Report  on  this  paper  in  April.  1756.  This  was  the  beginning  of  those  sad 
troubles  which  led  on  to  Rev.  Solomon  Froellgh's  Secession,  in  1822.  See  also  July 
10,  1750,  and  Article,  Proellgh,  Solomon,  in  Con;v'ln's  Manual.) 

CORRESPONDBNCE  FROM  AMERICA. 

Petition  of  the  Consistories,  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  of  the  Dutch 
Eeformed  Churches  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh,  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.     Nov.  ?  1755  ? 

Portf oHo  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii. 

'Very  Reverend  Classical  Assembly  :— 

Prom  the  previous  report,  sent  by  our  neighboring  ministers.  If  It  has,  indeed, 
«ome  to  your  hands,  your  Revs,  have  already  learned  of  the  action  so  offensive  and 
SMinful  to  us,  of  Rev.  Gerardus  Haaghoort.    Supported  by  Rev.  Curtenius,  who  has 
««moved  to  Long  Island,  and  by  Rev.  Van  der  Llnde,  and  in  opposition   to  our 
tamest  dissuasions  as  well  as  those  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  he  appointed  a 
(new)  Consistory  for  certain  ones  of  our  (distant)  separated  members,  in  each  of 
the  two  churches;  and  occasionally  he  has  preached  for  them.    His  action,  having 
Iwen  examined  by  our  Rev.  Coetus,  was  repudiated,  his  Rev.  himself  was  suspended, 
and  the  leaders  of  those  separatists  were  forbidden  the  Lord's  Supper.    This  was 
4looe,  first,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Rev.  Coetus;  and  later  by  the  Rev. 
Coetus  itself  which  approved  their  action.    (You  have  also  learned)  of  the  unjust 
treatment  accorded  us  as  well  as  the  churches  under  our  care,  by  the  above  men- 
tioned ministers. 

Concerning  this,  we  might  have  kept  quiet,  but,  following  the  example  of  the 
twbulent  Long  Islanders,  by  whom  also  they  were  stirred  up,  we  have  learned  that 
•or  said  opponents  were  also  about  to  attack  our  minister,  J.  H.  Goetschlus,  with  a 
very  elaborate  complaint.  This  It  Is  said,  must  have  been  already  dispatched  to  your 
Bsva.  Wherefore,  in  order  that,  according  to  our  oath  and  duty  as  elders,  we  might 
not  neglect  to  do  what  conduces  to  the  saving  of  our  already  disrupted  church,  we 
beg  of  your  Revs,  not  to  take  this  very  weighty  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Be?.  Coetus,  as  is  the  desire  of  our  enraged  opponents ;  but  we  request  you  to  oblige 


1766 


1765 


3634  Ecclesiastical  Records 

them,  u  well  as  oarselTes,  to  sobmit  to  the  Judgment  of  the  B«t.  OoetaL  Wt 
belong  to  the  Coetus,  and  70a  yourselyes  hare  instituted  that  body. 

All  our  ecclesiastical  Acts,  eyen  to  our  calling  and  ordaining  ministers,  are  fomM 
upon  Its  authority.  We  cannot  in  good  conscience  throw  the  Coetas  oyerboard,  as 
our  said  opponents  are  doing.  For,  we  are  sure  that,  if  we  ahoold  retora  with  thn 
to  the  old  regime,  our  New  Netherland  Church  would  be  a  Held  withont  a  fOML 
We  most  humbly  beg  of  your  Beys,  to  giye  us  the  opportunity  to  defend  onrsehti 
here  at  home  and  before  the  Coetus;  and  to  send  back  the  original  (elgenhaadig) 
complaint  of  our  opponents  (tegenparty),  to  the  Rer.  Ooetua.  The  whole  affair  oa 
both  sides,  will  be  so  elaborate,  and  tedious,  that  It  will  cost  your  Rera.  an  las- 
presslble  amount  of  trouble  and  time. 

Please  do  not  take  this  request,  as  if  It  were  prescribing  laws  for  your  Retib,  tr 
did  not  want  to  entrust  you  with  dealing  with  this  matter.  Not  at  alL  It  is  sail 
with  the  design  that  our  opponents  may  not  by  their  misrepreaentatloiis  gala  as 
adyantage  oyer  us;  and  also,  that  besides  our  own  churches,  other  churches  aiy 
not  be  ruined  by  the  said  ministers,  and  that  our  minister,  (Ooetachins)  nay  aat 
suffer  any  more  injustice  to  his  good  name  notwithstanding  Rer.  Haaghoort's  muf 
efforts  to  bring  about  such  results.  We  have  a  right  to  expect  that  your  Bera,  u 
defenders  of  the  Church  of  Ck>d,  will  in  no  wise  be  able  to  endnre  such  coafsilw 
and  injustice.  With  good  conscience,  we  bear  our  testimony  to  Rer.  J.  H.  Gtet- 
schius,  both  as  to  the  purity  of  his  teaching  and  the  blameleasneoa  of  hla  eoadaet 
His  ministry  among  us  has  been  blessed,  and  will  be  honorably  remembered  forefer. 

We  abominate  unjust  dealing  with  our  ministers.  We  are  sure  it  Is  a  great  rii 
to  rob  them  of  their  good  name ;  to  withhold  from  them  their  Just  dnea ;  to  seek  to 
drlye  them  away,  as,  alas,  our  opponents  are  doing.  Already  too  many  mJalstfn 
are  treated  in  this  unchristian  way  in  this  land  of  ours.  Should  our  opponents  ftid 
the  least  hearing  with  your  Reys.,  then,  in  a  yery  short  time,  oar  ministers  ssd 
churches  would  lie  in  a  bad  case,  and  eyen  a  legal  consistory  would  be  of  little  vilw 
to  a  church.  In  short,  as  your  Reys.  yery  well  understand,  if  a  number  of  tllswtlfl 
fled  members  are  permitted  to  rise  up  against  their  minister  and  consistory,  and  be 
formally  organized  as  a  (new)  consistory  and  church  by  other  ministers,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  legal  minister,  consistory  and  church ;  and  if  the  houses  of  God  mty 
then  be  ylolently  taken  possession  of,  and  **  Readers  *'  appointed,  and  the  calllof  of 
another  minister  contemplated,  and  so  on— things  which,  in  fact,  as  God  knows,  btf 
taken  place  among  u»— such  a  course  of  action,  (If  permitted)  will  be  the  shortest 
way  of  destroying  God's  Church  altogether. 

We  must  also  Include  in  our  complaint  to  your  Reys.  the  inconsiderate  action  of 
Rey.  Van  der  Llnde.  He,  on  the  3rd  of  Noyember  last,  cited  our  minister  and  cob- 
sistory  at  Scbralenburgh  to  appear  before  those  members  of  ours  who  were  nnder 
censure,  and  whom  his  Rey.  had  called  together  at  his  house,  as  though  they  were 
neighboring  consistories,  with  Rey.  Ilaaghoort  as  president.  Before  such  a  Chorck 
Assembly,  his  Rey.  pretended  that  we,  according  to  Church  Order,  must  answer  Ui 
Rey's.  charges.  These  were  to  this  effect:  "That,  (we)  had,  with  (aome  of)  otr 
church  members,  gone  to  make  a  new  settlement  at  Spitsberg  (?)  in  the  midst  of 
all  sorts  of  sects,  a  place  more  than  thirteen  English  miles  distant  from  his  Ber'a. 
church  at  Paramus;  and  haying  obtained  from  the  proprietors  a  grant  of  Charek- 
land,  for  the  planting  of  a  new  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  we  had,  in  a  fratcmii 
spirit,  inyited  Rey.  Van  der  Llnde  and  his  consistory  to  co-operate  therein ;  bot  that 
then,  inasmuch  as  they  refused,  we  had,  according  to  Church  Ordcn'  and  coatoot. 
although  much  against  Van  der  Llnde's  wish,  chosen  two  elders  and  deacons.** 

But  since  that  time,  the  Rey.  Coetus  has  been  In  session  three  times,  and  his  Brr. 
was  present  at  the  first  session,  yet  he  made  no  complaint ;  but  only  now,  and  before 
such  an  assembly  as  mentioned  aboye,  consisting  of  eight  of  our  censured  memben^ 
and  Rey.  Ilaaghoort,  a  suspended  minister,  (he  makes  complaint).  These  membem 
now,  the  President  and  Van  der  Llnde  recognise  as  neighboring  consistories,  de^tte 
the  fact  that  his  Rey.,  a  few  weeks  before,  had  by  the  Rey.  Coetus,  been  fratemallT 
exhorted.  In  writing,  not  to  unite  in  sin  with  Rey.  Haaghoort  and  those  people,  leit 
he  should  also  participate  in  their  punishment  And  not  only  did  his  Rey.  do  tUl 
but  he  now  sustains  and  promotes  that  separation,  by  marrying  and  baptisinc  tbe 
children  of  those  people,  etc 

All  of  these  things  we  now  earnestly  present  to  your  Reys.  We  hnmbiy  aak  jW 
Revs,  to*  be  pleased  to  ob\\c«  ViVm  to  appear  before  the  Rer.  Ooetua  and  ts  let  Iftit 
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r  Jud^  of  our  respective  complaints,  according  to  Church  Order.  This  will  give 
latlsfaction,  and  will  compell  him  also  to  place  himself  under  the  supervision  of 
Bev.  Coetus  from  which  he  has  withdrawn.  This  is  the  Just  thing  to  do.  It  will 
>  certainly  prevent  him  and  our  dissatisfied  opponents  from  carrying  out  their 
design ;  but  more  than  this ;  it  will  be  wholesome  to  his  church  and  ours,  as 
t  as  other  churches. 

I  closing,  we  commend  ourselves,  in  our  miserable  condition  as  a  church,  and 
l  all  the  injustice  done  us  in  our  official  action,  we  commend  ourselves,  next  to 
[,  to  your  Revs.'  Christian  care  and  supervision.  We  wish  nothing  more  heartily 
a.  that  your  Revs,  may  thoroughly  understand  the  condition  of  our  New  Nether- 
1  Church,  and  the  behavior  of  the  said  ministers  and  of  their  followers;  also 
T  injurious  designs ;  so  that  you  may  protect  the  better-minded  against  them ; 
also,  in  order  that  truth  and  piety,  without  which  we  cannot  be  a  Church  of 
1«  may  abide  among  us. 

eanwhtle,  may  it  please  the  Almighty  to  be  your  Revs.'  shield  and  very  great 
ard !  May  He  bless  your  persons,  your  labors  and  your  families,  your  going  out 
your  coming  in,  from  now,  henceforth  and  forever !  Pray  for  us,  that  the  Word 
}od  may  have  its  free  course  among  us,  and  that  it  may  be  the  blessed  means  for 
moting  the  Confession  not  only,  but  also  the  experience  and  the  practice  of  true 
liness. 

'^e,  the  undersigned,  with  all  respect  and  humility,  are  your  Very  Revs.'  wholly 
ordinate  servants,  the  consistories  of  both  the  churches. 

Gerrit  Hoppe  Gerrit  Lydecker 

Jan  Berdan  George  Brlnkerhof 

Hendrik  Blinkerhof  David  Van  Orde 

Johannes  Vrelant  Johannes  Christie 

Pieter  Zabrlskie  Sieba  Banta 

Johannis  Van  der  Hoef  David  B.  Demarest 

Jan  Bougart  William  Christie 

Samuel  Durai. 
246,  V.  ( ?) 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters  from  Abroad. 

1755,  Dec.  9th.     Art.  3  ad  Art.  8.    The  Committee  are  thanked 

r  the  commission  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  Assembly  of  the 

ii,    (the   Board   of  Directors   of   the   East   India   Company), 

lereto  a  reply  was  amicably  made,  but  only  in  general  terms; 

d  was  further  recommended  to  the  Conmiittee. 

An  extract  was  read  from  a  letter  of  certain  of  the  delegates  of 

3  Coetus  of  New  York,  of  September  30,  1755 ;  with  the  Acta 

Coetus  of  September  1754.     The  answer  thereto  was  approved. 

L80. 

New  Netherland. 

1755,  Dec.  9th.  Art.  2,  ad  Art.  2.  The  Committee  reported 
9  sad  condition  of  New  Netherland.  The  church  there  was 
ich  agitated,  and  threatened  with  ruin  by  reason  of  the  disputes, 
lagreements  and  dissensions,  caused  by  novelties  introduced. 
»  show  the  condition,  the  Deputies  read  an  extract  from  a  le^t^j^x 
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from  Cortenius  and  Ritzema,  ministers  on  Long  Island  and  lifew 

York,  of  September  3,  1755,  about  an  Academy  (or  Coll^)  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  by  Rev.  Theodore  Frieling^uysen.  There 
was  also  a  letter  from  the  Consistory  of  Eangston,  of  July  27, 
1755,  on  the  same  subject,  and  a  copy  of  an  announcement  of  & 
meeting  of  the  Conf  erentie. 

Whereupon  an  answer  to  the  Consistory  of  Kingston,  whid 
had  been  drawn  up  by  the  Committee,  was  read  and  approved. 

There  was  also  read  a  letter  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  Aug.  20, 
1755 ;  together  with  a  lengthy  account  of  a  meeting  at  Peremes 
(Paramus)  on  Nov.  2, 1755.  Also  a  postscript  of  Rev.  J.  Bitzana, 
as  President  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York.  A  reply  by  tie 
Committee,  was  read,  and  the  Assembly  thanked  them  for  this 
draft  of  a  reply  and  adopts  the  same,     xiii  81. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstekdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  Dec  9, 
1755.  Vol.  31,  page  97,  No.  55.  (Addressed  to  all,  without 
recognizing  the  schism  which  had  taken  place,  but  favoring  the 
Conservativea)     Reference,  xxiv.     47,  51. 

To  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  (See  Acts  of  Classis,  Vol.  xxiv.    47.) 

Rev.  G^entlemen,  Much-beloved  Brethren,  Members  of  the  Coetos 
of  New  York : — 

The  Classis  beholds  at  last,  not  without  surprise,  the  \go^ 
awaited  Acta  Coetus,  held  on  Sept.  17,  1754,  together  with  a  docu- 
ment relating  to  the  change  of  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis^  dated 
Sept  19  of  the  same  year ;  also  a  letter,  written  and  signed  a  fuD 
year  later,  by  five  ministers  and  four  elders.  The  oont^its  relate 
mostly  to  a  proposal  toward  the  improvement  of  the  Rev.  Coeftft 
Some  of  the  members  are  in  favor  of  leaving  it  in  statu  quo,  ani 
only  correct  its  defects.  Others  think  that  an  entire  reoonafrW" 
tion  is  necessary ;  that  n  change  should  be  made  which  would  trufr 
form  the  Coetus  into  a  Classis,  as  the  proceedings  show,  and  this 
was  finally  unanimously  concluded  according  to  the  Acts  of  the 
second  meeting,     (^^ecj ,  Vl^^^^    \\.  \a  ^W  said  that  a  Conunittw 
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bas  aucoesafullj  formulated  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  dassis. 
This  must  be  that  certain  annexed  document^  without  title  or 
heading,  aigned  by  the  President  and  Secretary,  Sept  19,  1754. 
It  is  stated  that  after  this  had  been  read  twioe  in  the  Coetus,  it 
was  at  last  approved  on  the  18th  of  September;  and  again  unani- 
mously, on  the  19th  of  September. 

Furthermore,  we  read  in  the  letter  of  September  30,  1755,  as 
follows :  "  That  Eev.  Frelinghuysen  and  certain  of  his  followers, 
have  resolved  to  act  in  an  entirely  different  way,  that  they  frus- 
trate your  plans;  that  he  makes  visits  without  consent  of  his 
Ck)nsistory,  and  that  there  are  many  other  irregularities  too  tedious 
now  to  repeat;  and  that  all  this  is  done  not  only  to  establish  a 
Classis,  but  a  University  for  the  Dutch  Reformed;  also  that  he, 
according  to  your  letter,  has  organized  a  separate  Coetus !  " 

How  large  an  imdertaking !  What  wonderful  plans !  We  are, 
gentlemen,  not  only  overwhelmed  with  amazement,  but  also  deeply 
grieved  at  all  this  discord,  which,  notwithstanding  all  our  efforts 
to  establish  peace,  still  abounds  among  the  foreign  churches,  and 
96pecially  in  the  Church  of  New  York.  Moreover,  the  communi- 
cations we  receive,  and  the  phraseology  of  the  Acta  Coetus,  are  so 
defective,  often,  that  we  must  sometimes  only  guess  at  the  leaning 
of  them.  After  the  closest  scrutiny  we  are  not  able  to  know  what 
the  opinions  of  the  churches  are,  to  which  the  Circular  was  sent, 
about  this  matter.  We  cannot  ascertain  how  large  the  number  is 
of  those  who  declare  themselves  on  your  side,  (Ritzema's),  nor 
the  number  of  those  who  side  with  Eev.  Frelinghuysen  and  the 
Coetus. 

We  learn  from  a  letter  of  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  dated 
Oct.  17,  1754,  that  they  are  not  at  all  in  favor  of  changing  the 
Coetus  into  a  Classis,  and  for  reasons  which  cannot  be  ignored. 
The  idea  of  Eev.  (Theodore)  Frelinghuysen  is  indeed  grand,  and 
if  it  is  as  important  as  it  is  thought,  the  best  But  the  Classis, 
with  all  the  acuteness  it  possesses,  ia  not  able  to  imagine  in  what 
place,  or  by  what  authority,  or  by  what  means,  or  out  of  what 
treasury,  that  University  is  to  be  established;  neither  where  the 
Profeesor  will  be  found  who  is  to  teach  m  ^-aXi  Tim^^T^Vc^- 
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Indeed,  the  Classis,  not  having  been  at  all  oonsulted  in  the  matter, 
is  not  obliged  to  weary  its  brains  in  seeking  to  interpret  tlua 
enigma ;  especially  since  the  opportunity  is  given  to  exercise  oor 
patience,  and  to  wait  for  the  time  when  this  new  ph^KHnenoa 
shall  appear  in  the  American  Ecclesiastical  Heavens^  In  that 
country  there  seems  to  be  the  right,  if  indeed  it  be  true,  and  some 
seem  to  have  the  boldness  and  even  take  the  liberty,  without  coor 
sent  of  their  Consistory,  to  travel  about  for  ten  or  twelve  weds. 
Further,  we  cannot  hide  our  fear,  that  the  disturbances  and 
divisions,  with  which  this  airy  castle  begins  to  be  built,  can  be 
destroyed  any  sooner  than  the  (airy)  building  itself. 

It  is  not  only  these  things  which  displease  us^  br^hren,  (bot 
also  the  very  act  of  attempting  to  establish  a  Classis)  ;  for  we  can- 
not see  sufficient  reasons  why  the  Coetus  should  be  (dianged  into 
a  Classis  at  all.  All  changes,  especially  in  church-mattos^  are 
important  and  should  be  very  carefully  considered,  before  they  are 
made,  in  order  to  avoid  worse  conditions  than  existed  bef(^ 
Indeed,  you  can  already  see,  at  the  very  beginning  of  these  diangee^ 
that  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  entered  upon  thfim 
at  all. 

And  we  pray  you,  brethren,  (to  consider)  :  Are  not  the  reasons 
of  the  New  York  Consistory  important,  when  they  say: 

1.  That  the  power,  in  that  country,  of  a  Classis  would  be  leas 
than  that  of  a  Coetus: 

(1)  Because  it  is  only  the  ambition  of  some  that  has  givoi 
occasion  for  it. 

(2)  Because  the  i)ower  of  a  Classis  without  the  power  of 
government*  is  just  as  little  as  that  of  the  Coetus. 

(3)  Because  greater  power,  (if  possessed)  would  give  an  oppor 
tunity  of  diminishing  their  power,  by  a  limitation  of  their  Ubertr. 

2.  They  disapprove  the  making  of  candidates  and  ministers  in 
that  coimtry : 

(1)  Because  there  is  no  opportunity  to  pursue  a  proper  oouree 
of  study. 


*TliU,  no  doubt,  refers  to  the  fact  that  thcj  could  not  enforce  anTthlnc.  bMHi[ 
the  ciTll  goYemment  ^a»  'EiTifi\\A\i.  T^<e  V.^««l  of  entire  aepncmtlon  oC  cmnch  am 
atate  waa  yet  qnlte  Imcom^TeYienaWA^. 
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(2)  Because  they  would  become  too  mucli  alienated  from  the 
churches  of  the  Mother-country,  especially  because  there  are  some 
who  do  not  much  regard  the  formulas  of  subscriptions  when  they 
have  entered  upon  the  ministerial  office. 

3.  It  is  feared  that  the  party-spirit  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
vailed in  the  Coetus,  according  to  them,  (Ritzema  and  his  friends) 
would  not  cease  if  a  Classis  were  formed. 

Such  are  the  reasons  why  they  (Eitzema  and  his  friends,) 
have  not  been  able  to  consent  to  the  formation  of  a  Classis.  To 
these  reasons  of  theirs,  we  have  not  seen  any  reply  from  you. 

You,  however,  give  two  reasons  for  such  a  change : 

(1)  Because  the  Coetus  cannot  give  sufficient  reasons  from  the 
Church  Order,  for  its  existence;  for  it  is  neither  a  Consistory,  nor 
a  Classis,  nor  a  Synod.  But  a  reply  can  easily  be  made  to  this. 
Your  Assembly  is  indeed  neither  a  Consistory,  nor  a  Classis,  nor 
a  Synod ;  but  it  is  a  Coetus :  that  is,  an  Assembly  which  gives  coun- 
sel in  certain  matters,  being  itself  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam.  That  the  name  COETUS  is  not  unknown  in  the 
Church  Order  you  may  discover  in  the  Register  of  Ministers. 
Similar  Assemblies,  although  not  with  the  same  name,  exist  in 
Cape  Colony,  in  Batavia  and  in  Surinam.  In  a  word  we  consider 
that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  mere  name,  or  the  simple 
matter  of  consistency,  but  with  the  authority  and  extension  of 
power. 

(2)  The  second  reason  is  obvious  enough  in  your  communica- 
tion, viz., 

(a)  That  the  Coetus  has  no  power  either  to  make  final  decisions, 
or  to  ordain  candidates.  But  this.  Gentlemen,  is  the  very  reason 
why  we  fear  such  an  Assembly  (as  you  propose,)  why  we,  not 
only,  do  not  give  the  name,  much  leas  the  character  of  a  Synod 
(Classis?)  to  your  Assembly.  For,  Sirs,  would  such  a  course  be 
safe  ?  Would  it  not  be  as  good  as  cutting  you  entirely  loose  from 
our  Church  ?  Can  the  examinations  of  candidates  and  ministers 
be  as  properly  done  in  your  country,  as  here  imder  our  Synodical 
authority  in  the  largo  Classes  which  here  exist  ?  Considering  your 
conduct  as  well  as  the  style  of  your  compoa\\.\OT^  (^^^s^c^sfi^  \vs»  \<^t 
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so  speaking),  have  we  good  grounds  for  believing  tlutt  the  Ooetos, 

if  it  became  an  independent  Classis,  oould  sustain  itself  in  sodi 
a  character? 

(b)  On  the  subject  of  the  difficulties  involved,  and  the  tedious- 
ness  of  proceedings  under  the  present  arrangement  in  that  matters 
have  to  be  referred  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  then  retamsd 
again,  we  answer:  The  same  difficulties  not  only  exist  in  the 
churches  of  the  East  Indies,  but  those  churches  are  more  ready  to 
accept  the  resolutions  of  these  our  Synods  than  even  our  own 
Classes  here  in  our  country. 

[N'ow  from  all  this  you  can  easily  learn  what  our  opinion  ia, 
namely,  to  preserve  the  Coetus,  (for  a  Co^us  was  indeed  the 
original  desire  of  the  majority  of  you),  and  to  purify  it  from  its 
evils. 

Finally,  there  is  your  argument  against  the  enterprise  of  Bev. 
(Theodore)  Frelinghuysen  before  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 
We  received  a  letter  for  that  Synod  on  this  subject.  The  Classis 
is  of  the  opinion,  (always  giving  attention  to  the  Church  in  gen- 
eral, and  especially  to  the  church  of  New  York,)  that  your  argu- 
ment cannot  be  presented  more  advantageously  than  by  the  living 
voice  of  their  committee,  next  year,  in  the  Synod.  The  Claaeb 
promises  to  prevent  all  such  extraordinary  plans  in  the  future, 
(as  have  appeared  in  the  past,)  and  to  support  you  with  all  enei^ 
as  the  Ooetus  of  New  York.  We  do  so  especially,  because  you 
say  in  a  postscript  to  your  letter  "  that  in  order  to  avoid  a  dupli- 
cate writing  to  the  Synod,  a  sufficient  report  is  given  by  Dwnines 
Curtenius  and  Bitzema,  with  which  you  are  satisfied." 

Finally,  we  recognize  you  as  a  United  Coetus.  It  will  be  agree- 
able to  us  to  keep  up  a  brotherly  correspondence  with  you,  in  order 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  your  churches.  This  we  show  by  send- 
ing you  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  for  the  present 
year.     (1755.) 

Concerning  the  aclion  of  E.w.  Mancius  in  the  affair  of  Queens 
Obunty,  we  have  abeaA.^  cx^pwasfc^  ox^x  ^^ytscissi^  W  ^\dtot^^fcsdli 
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we  hope  may  bear  fruit     We  also  pray  God  to  bless  you  in  your 

attempts  to  adjust  the  troubles  with  Rev.  Meinema  at  Fishkilly 

as  well  as  the  considerations  in  the  matter  of  Jacob  Outwater. 

We  commend  you  to  (Jod  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  while  we 

wish  you  all  wisdom,  light  and  assistanoa     We  consider  ourselves, 

Rev.  Sirs,  and  much-beloved  brethren. 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  ^NTame  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CL  h.  t  Praeses. 

R  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scriba. 

Amsterdam,  in  our  Classical 
Assembly,  Dec.  9,  1755. 

This  letter  with  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  are 
sent  on  January  10th,  1756,  with  Capt.  John  Woldrong. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 

Schoolmaster  Welp. 

The  Church  of  New  York  to  Messrs.  Jan  Dreves,  T.  Schoute  and 

Christian  Bording,  Dec.  29,  1755. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Clopper,  one  of  our  members,  has  already  in- 
formed you,  by  an  imexpected  opportunity  of  writing,  of  the  safe 
arrival  here  of  Mr.  Johan  Nicolas   Welp,  with  his  wife  and 
children,  all  in  good  health.     We,  however,  feel  ourselves  further 
bound  in  the  highest  degree  to  express  our  obligations  to  you,  and 
thankfully  acknowledge  your  trouble  and  care  for  us;  and  we 
are  quite  ready  to  reciprocate,  if  there  is  anything  which  can  be 
done  on  our  part.     As  to  the  small  costs  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Bording,  we  send  herewith  by  Capt  Anthony  Rutgers,  four  Span- 
ish pieces  of  Eighty  with  the  direction  to  pay,  in  our  name,  what- 
ever else  may  be  due. 

You  justly  expect  to  learn  from  us  whether  Mr.  Welp  meets  our 
expectation.  We  can  say,  although  the  matter  is  new  as  yet^  that 
there  is  nothing  to  give  us  fear  that  we  shall  regret  the  heavy  and 
unusual  cost  of  obtaining  a  man  from  Holland  for  such  a  service. 
ffis  testimonials  are  Jaudatory,  and  the  expetvOTLe^  oi  \iSa»  ^q.^^ 
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being  so  far  satisfactory^  gives  hope  that  by  his  example  and  his 
labors,  be  will  be  of  great  use  to  our  congregation,  if  it  pletsff 
Heaven  to  spare  him  some  years.  This  also  for  his  own  sake  we 
desire. 

The  consistory,  according  to  promise,  have  paid  his  ptssi^ 
money  from  Holland,  as  well  as  the  expenses  from  New  London, 
which  were  little  above  eight  pounds.  Further,  ocmsidering  tk 
loss  which  Mr.  Welp  suffered  in  the  sale  of  his  goods,  in  eonse 
quence  of  his  removing  from  Amsterdam  at  short  notice,  die 
consistory  made  up  among  themselves  a  present  of  twenty  pounds 
which  he  very  gladly  received.  We,  therefore,  trust  that  kc, 
exerting  himself  in  his  teaching,  will  feel  satisfied  with  lis 
situation,  and  find  reason  for  thanking  the  providence  of  God 
which  brought  him  here.  Of  this  he  has  already  given  scHoe 
tokens. 

This,  we  think,  gentlemen  will  satisfy  you  for  the  work  yc« 
have  done.  We  pray  God  to  bless  you,  and  the  land  of  your  wa- 
dence,  that  it  may  not  become  a  prey  to  selfish  tyranny,  espemllT 
not  to  the  anti-Christian  King  of  France.  His  impious  cruelties, 
many,  especially  on  the  borders  of  our  neighboring  Provinces, 
experience,  in  the  murders  and  burnings  which  are  perpetrated  by 
heathen  savages,  who  are  bribed  and  urged  on  to  the  worL 

We  subscribe  ourselves,  with  great  respect,  and  with  affectionate 

salutations  to  Mrs.  Bording.    Your  obedient  and  obliged  servantfi^ 

In  the  name  etc 

J.  Bitzema. 
New  York,  Dec.  29,  1755. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  jAyrAW 

13,  1756. 

The  New  York  Disputes. 

Further,  a  brief  account  was  given  of  the  still  daily  incieasiBg 
schisms  and  dissensions  in  New  York,  by  the  separation  (of  cerUi» 
ones)  from  the  Coetus,  of  which  they  would  have  made  a  dasBB. 
Kev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen  and  his  party  are  in  favor,  no* 
only  of  the  orgaBmn^  ol  «vxdii  ^  ^2^»s5sa&^\pQX  %isw\  of  institatiiv  tf 
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Academy.  When  thie  tendency  was  observed,  the  others  opposed 
themselves  to  it.  There  tiien  arose  a  newly  organized  Coetus,  by 
Rev.  Frelingfauysen  and  his  followers.  They  gave  themselves  the 
name  of  "  Coetus  ",  and  exercbe  authority  as  of  a  Coetus.  Rev. 
A.  Curtenius,  recently  called  from  Hackensack  to  the  five  villages 
of  Kings  county,  which  was  not  done  in  any  too  regular  a  manner, 
but  which  the  Classis  would  rather  see  tolerated  for  the  sake  of 
peace, — was  censured,  even  as  this  same  (Coetus)  has  also  laid 
the  censure  upon  Rev.  Haaghoort,  minister  at  Second  River.  And 
this  last  named  again,  (Haaghoort)  at  a  meeting  at  Faramus,  on 
the  complaint  of  Rev.  Van  der  Linde,  pastor  there,  about  an  in- 
trosion  into  his  congregation,  has  declared  Rev.  (J.  H. ) 
Goetschius,  minister  at  Schralenberg,  and  his  consistory,  worthy 
of  censure.  The  consideration  of  this,  when  brought  before  the 
Consistory  of  New  York,  was  postponed,  and  came  before  the 
Olassis  of  Amsterdam.  Thereupon  were  read  (to  tie  Classis)  the 
tartracta ;  and  the  letters  bearing  hereon.     Tliese  were  approved. 

xxiv.  47. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstehdam. 

CTie  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev,  G.  W.  Mancius  and  the  Rev. 
Consistory   at   Kingston,   Jan.    13,    1756.     Vol.    31.   p.    102. 

No.  56. 
t«v.  Gentlemen  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

We  received  your  letter  of  June  27,  1755,  in  safety.  From  it 
»'«  team  with  satisfaction  that  you  have  submitted  yourselves  to 
•■»jr  decision  concerning  the  troubles  between  your  congregation 
■Kid  that  of  the  Paltz.  Yet  we  wish  that  it  had  been  done  with 
cfc'Ore  gentlenees  and  love, — ^things  so  seldom  seen  in  (the  Province 
^^  New  York  I — Meanwhile  the  Church  at  the  Paltz  has  effected 
t»  separation  from  you,  (against  which  you  did  not  object),  and 
l^dared  itself  independent.  The  Classis  adheres  to  the  dec\&vQQ.% 
•■itten  to  yon  on  Julj  17,  1752,  by  ■which  tbey  expecX,  \)Q.ft  oiSlWjct 
••  As  Snally  ended. 
ST 
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Concerning  the  minor  of  changing  the  Coetua  of  Xew  York  into 
»  ClasBis,  and  the  actions  of  Rev.  Frelinghuyaen,  who  is  attempt- 
ing to  fotind  a  University  in  your  country, — the  Classis  hzs  ei- 
preseed  its  disapproval,  (as  it  is  the  reason  of  all  the  diacord),  nd 
has  written  eliiboralely  to  the  Coetua  on  the  matter. 

We  thank  you  for  the  information  that  Rev.  Eubel  of  PhiWd- 
phia,  subordinating  hiraaelf  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  hasbwn 
called  by  the  churches  of  Rhinebeck  and  the  Camp.  We  trwl 
that  he  may  receive  all  necessary  light,  wisdom,  love  and  fidelitr, 
that  he  may  be  useful  there  for  his  ovm  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of 
the  immortal  souls  entrusted  to  him, 

ilay  the  Lord  abide  dt  your  right  hand,  and  ever  remain  neu 
unto  you.  We  consider  ourselves,  having  given  our  salntttioD 
and  service.  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Much-beloved  Brethren,  In  tk 
name  of  the  Classic  of  Amsterdam, 

W.  Peiffers,  Dep.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeees. 
R.  Scliutte,  Dep.  01.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

January  13,  1756. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Ambtsboam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Ritzema  and  other  members  rfj 
the  Consistory  of  New  York,  Jan.  13,  1756.     Vol  31,  p.  V 
Ko.  57. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Respected  Brethren: — 

We  have  received  several  letters  and  documents  from  yon; 
certain  ones  from  Rev.  Ritzema,  dated  Aug.  20th,  1755;  «" 
as  one  from  the  Meeting  held  at  Paramus,  Nov.  3rd,  1T55.» 
whose  Acts  were  presented  to  the  Consistory  of  New  Yorl  S** 
25,  1755,  where  the  following  action  was  taken,  signed  br  S**^ 
Ritzema  as  president,  viz.  That  the  Assembly  at  Parwun?''' 
done,  on  tbeir  ^ail,  ?\\ 'OciaS.  ^.Wy  could,  nevertheless  theyludi" 
accompUaWd  wWt  titve'?  vn'uso&si.  *i^  -^^^  ^^\wJl  ^<  the  en* 
lion  of  ttie  aeivtettte  ou  "S^e^ .  ^wAs^vas.  ™&.>i«.  ,Ss^^*- 
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had  been  accused  of  bad  conduct  and  illegal  intrusion  into  the 
congregation  of  Paramus,  etc.,  the  Assembly  postponed  action, 
and  present  the  whole  business  to  the  consideration  of  Classis. 
This  is  signed  by  Gterard  Haeghoort  in  the  name  of  all.  At  the 
end  there  is  a  postscript,  in  which  the  signature  is  confirmed,  as 
well  as  the  contents  of  the  document  which  relate  to  the  Acts  of 
the  newly  established  Coetus.  This  was  signed  by  Revs.  Ritzema 
and  De  Ronde. 

When  we  read  this  long  and  generally  unintelligible  account 
of  a£Fairs,  we  are  obliged  to  say  that  we  were  affected  with  feel- 
ings of  sadness  and  pity,  and  not  without  some  indignation.  We 
cannot  understand  how  there  can  be  men,  Christian  men,  even 
Christian  ministers,  who  are  able  not  only  to.  originate  such  acts — 
biting  and  devouring  one  another,  but  who  can  continue  in  such 
conduct  for  years.  They  are  men  who  profess  to  be  followers  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  and  the  loving  Jesus ;  but  who  do  not  seem 
rightly  to  imderstand  that  LOVE  is  the  livery  of  Christianity,  and 
that  hate,  envy,  wrath,  e^al  passions  and  selfishness  are  of  the 
devil ;  who  seem  never  to  ponder  that  enmity,  quarrels,  jealousy, 
anger  and  discord  exclude  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Brethren,  what  shall  be  the  end  of  such  things  ?  Whither  are 
you  traveling?  We  assert  that  we  do  not  know  of  any  other 
part  of  the  world  where  affairs  go  on  so  badly  as  in  the  churches 
of  New  York.  Your  part  of  the  Church  keeps  the  Classis  more 
busy  than  all  the  other  parts  together.  Is  there  to  be  no 
end  of  these  troubles  and  soul-destroying  disturbances?  These 
have  continued  now  for  so  many  years,  corrupting  the  church,  the 
state,  the  household,  and  bringing  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon 
the  Church.  Do  you  never  have  a  thought,  that  probably  the 
Judge  now  stands  at  the  door,  not  only  in  a  general  way,  but 
particularly  at  the  gates  of  the  church  of  New  York  ?  Can  we 
not  perceive  when  thunder  storms  are  rising?  Can  we  not  dis- 
cern the  wrath  of  God  from  heaven  approaching  in  an  awful 
manner?  Have  we  reason  to  believe  that  He,  whose  judgments 
so  often  begin  at  his  own  house,  will  spare  us,  who,  possessing 
inore  light  than  others  are  guilty  of  worse  avna^    "So,  dLfe%.T\$t^^- 
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ren !  There  is  nothing  to  lead  us  to  such  a  conclusion.  There- 
fore we  pray  you,  we  beseech  you  again,  for  the  sake  of  tbe 
salvation  of  your  own  souls,  for  the  welfare  of  the  churches,  for 
the  sake  of  the  loving-kindness  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  would, 
all  of  you  together,  earnestly  strive  to  extinguish  these  fires  of  dis- 
cord, to  avoid  the  enkindling  of  new  strifes  as  well  as  the  con- 
tinuance of  old  ones. 

From  the  letter  of  Rev.  Ritzema,  written  Aug.  20th  of  last  year 
(1755),  we  perceive  with  grief  that  the  disturbances  on  Long 
Island  did  not  cease  with  the  removal  of  Rev.  Groetschins  (to 
Hackensack)  and  the  call  of  Rev.  (Thomas)  Romeyn  to  Oyster 
Bay  and  Jamaica ;  and  that  the  godly  advice  of  the  Classis,  ^diich 
we  so  earnestly  desire  should  be  followed,  was  not  accepted.  The 
affairs  of  1746,  now  again  revived,  are  not  worthy  of  further 
consideration ;  we  should  get  rid  of  them  forever.  The  Qmsos 
considers  that  business  ended.  Resolutions  were  certainly  then 
passed.  Let  these  stand  firm.  Therefore  we  most  earnestly  be- 
seech you,  in  order  to  fulfill  that  plan,  to  co-operate  with  us.  Do 
not  oppose  us  by  even  seeming  to  listen  to  those  who  are  disobe- 
dient, much  less  do  not  unite  with  them. 

In  reference  to  those  documents  composed  at  Paramus  and 
which  have  recently  come  to  the  Classis,  we  have  this  to  say:  In 
general,  on  account  of  their  obscurity  of  style,  bad  spelling  and 
wonderful  prolixity  they  are  not  thoroughly  understood.  The 
Classis,  however,  cannot  give  a  better  general  answer  than  this: 
That  she  declares  all  censures  inflicted  by  one  on  another  to  be 
null  and  void ;  that  she  can  do  nothing  before  that  the  rightful 
Coetus  is  re-established ;  that  then  that  whole  business  must  be 
discussed  anew  in  that  Assembly  in  a  different  manner,  and  a 
minute  report  must  be  sent  to  Classis,  but  only  of  facts  legaDy 
proved.  We  request  you  to  give  notice  of  this  to  the  members 
of  that  Assembly  at  Paramus,  who  brought  this  business  beforf 
your  Consistory  (at  New  York),  and  we  will,  therefore,  not  vrite 
to  them  personally.  In  closing  this  letter,  after  again  urging  ywi 
to  peace  and  love,  to  iTvenship  and  reconciliation,  and  with  pij^^ 
to  our  Savior  to  gvve  -jowVK^  ^^\tv\,^^\\^\.  «sA\&i5i^%sMliAi 
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sincere  love,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your 

obedient  servants  and  affectionate  brethren.  In  the  Name  of  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

W.  Peiffers,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  President. 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

'n  our  Classical  Assembly, 

January  13,  1756. 

Further  Amendments  to  the  Ministry  Act  of  1693. 

Ln  Act  for  the  further  Explaining  and  rendering  more  effectual 
the  two  Acts  therein  Mentioned  So  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
City  of  New  York. 

(Passed,  February  19.  1756.) 

HVHEREAS,  in  and  by  an  Act  made  and  passed  In  the  fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
LiniT  William  and  Queen  Mary  Entituled  "An  Act  for  Settling  a  Ministry  and  rais< 
tg  a  Maintenance  for  them  In  the  city  of  New  York,  County  of  Richmond  West- 
t&e«ter  and  Queens  County"  (1693)  it  is  provided  and  Enacted,  Among  other 
:^ing9.  that  a  Roll  of  the  Tax  to  be  raised  for  the  Purposes  in  the  said  recited  Act 
Mentioned,  Shall  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Respective  Constables  of  the 
Bid  City.  Counties.  Parishes  and  Precincts  therein  mentioned,  and  Signed  by  any 
ivo  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Impowering  him  or  them  to  Levy  the  said  Tax,  and  upon 
^-^Qslng  to  destrain  and  sell  by  Publick  outcry,  and  Pay  the  same  Into  the  hands 
r  the  Church  Wardens:  And  It  Is  therein  and  thereby  further  provided  and 
dacted.  that  if  the  said  Constables  or  any  of  them  fail  of  their  Duty  herein  they 
l3Uill  respectively  forfeit  Five  Pounds  Current  Money  of  New  York:* 
^AND  WHEREAS  In  and  by  Another  Act  made  and  passed  in  the  fourth  Year  of 
ft.«  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  Intituled  "An  Act  for  the  better  explaining  and  more 
CTectually  putting  in  Execution  an  Act  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  Entituled  An  Act 
Settling  a  Ministry  and  Raising  a  Maintenance  for  them  in  the  City  of  New 
»rk  County  of  Richmond  Westchester  and  Queens  County",  (1705)  It  is  Enacted 
it  all  and  Singular  the  Flues  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  mentioned  In  the  same 
vist,  shall  be  recovered  before  any  of  his  Majesties  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
HBpectlve  Counties  for  the  time  being  Where  such  penalties  Shall  be  Incurred. 
«>twith  Stan  ding  which,  no  particular  Provision  is  made  nor  power  given  or  Method 
i^Bscribed  in  case  where  the  Constables  having  had  the  Tax  Roil  delivered  unto 
fe^Bm  and  have  been  Remiss  In  Collecting,  or  having  Collected  the  same,  have 
^"^Qsed  or  delayed  to  pay  the  Monies  by  them  Collected  into  the  hands  of  the 
^^rch  Wardens,  as  by  the  first  above  Recited  Act  Is  directed ;t 
JCN  order  therefore  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  Neglect  or  Remlsness  in 
<>i^tab]es  for  the  future  in  the  City  of  New  York  and  to  compeli  them  to  Collect 
A<3  Pay  such  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money  as  Shall  hereafter  be  laid  and  assessed  on 
^^  Said  City  and  County  for  the  uses  Ends  and  purposes  in  the  Aforesaid  Recited 
^^  of  either  of  them  Mentioned  and  Expressed: 

^•J  it  ENACTED  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  the  (Council  and  the  General 
**^i]QbIy,  and  It  Is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  authorty  of  the  Same,  That  If  any  Con- 
^Me  or  Constables  of  the  said  City  and  County  of  New  York,  to  whom  the  Roll 
^  OoUecting  the  Taxes  in  Virtue  of  the  above  Recited  Acts  or  either  of  tl\ftTSL« 

p.  1076  of  thlB  work.      fBee  p.  1S96  of  thlt  work. 
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Shall  not  Collect,  or  having  Collected  the  Monies  in  such  Roll  or  Rolla 
Set  down.  Shall  Neglect,  refuse  or  delay  to  Pay  the  amoont  or  Total  Sora  la  9tA 
Roll  or  Rolls  mentioned,  except  retaining  in  bis  or  their  hands  so  nmeh  M<aej  m 
In  the  above  Recited  Act  or  Acts  for  his  and  their  Collecting  Receiring  and  Fir- 
ing, is  Allowed,  and  Also  so  mnch  as  by  a  Committee  of  the  Justices  and  TeitiT* 
men  Shall  be  allowed  for  Poor  and  Insolvent  Debtors,  and  that  on  or  before  tk 
Twenty  fifth  day  of  March  next  Ensuing  the  Publication  hereof  and  so  on  or  bete* 
every  Twenty  fifth  day  of  March  forever  hereafter:     Then,  and  In  either  of  wuA 
Case,   it  Shall  and  may  be  Lawfnll.   and  the  Church   Wardens  of  the  City  ail 
County  of  New  York  aforesaid  are  hereby  Strictly  Commanded  and  Require!  to 
Apply  to  the  Mayor  or  Recorder  and  one  or  More  Aldermen,  Who  are  liereby  recper* 
lively  Authorized  and  impowered  in  a  summary  Way  to  hear  Try  and  detenlae 
the  Same,  and  Upon  Conviction,  the  sum  so  unpaid  by  such  Constable  or  ConstiblH 
respectively  shall  be  raised  and  levied  on  the  Goods  and  Cbattlee  of  the  offeodn  or 
offenders,  by  Warrant  under  the  hands  and  Seals  of  the  Magistrates  before  vb^c 
Such  offender  or  offenders  shall  be  convicted ;  and  If  no  Goods  or  Chatties  Shall  br 
found  on  which  to  destrain,  it  Shall  and  may  be  Lawfull  to  the  MaglstratN  vko 
heard  and  determined  the  Cause  to  Commit  the  offender  or  offenders  to  the  Cos- 
mon  Goal,   without  Bail  or  Mainprise,  there  to  remain  nntill  the  Sum  of  WMt? 
found  to  be  in  arrear  by  the  Magistrates  before  whom  the  Tryal  and  Cooricdos 
was  had,  together  with  the  Costs  Attending  the  Same,  be  paid  and  Satiifled;  nsi 
the   Said   Magistrates   Shall   be   and   hereby   are    fully    Impowered,   directed  ni 
Required  to  hear  Try  and  determine  these  Matters  In  the  Manner  AforesiM.  ui 
to  give  Judgment,  and  if  need  be  to  Award  Execution  thereon,  and  to  lam  i 
Warrant  or  Warrants  for  Commitment  of  Such  Offender  or  Offenders  as  the  Ci* 
may  require;  Which  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  So  to  be  recovered  by  Virtue  htn^- 
Shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Church  Warden  of  the  said  City  and  Goiatj  (^ 
New  York  to  be  by  them  Applied  and  disposed  as  In  the  Several  Acts  Abore  nchH 
or  other  acts  respecting  the  Maintenance  of  the   Minister  and  Poor  are  dire<r:<^ 
and  required    Anything  in  Any  Act  or  Acts  touching  the  Settling  a  Minbtrr  « 
Maintaining   the   Poor  to  the  Contrary  hereof  in   anywise   Notwithstandlo}; -Tk 
Colonial  Laws  of  New  York.  pp.  36,  37,  38. 

Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany,  t-o  the  Classis  of  ^st 

sterdam.     Feb.  20,  1756. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extract,  Vol.  xxiii.  425 

Rev.  Fathers,  Highly-respected  Brethren  in  the  Lord,  the  Very  ReT.  Chssisrf 
Amsterdam: 

I*eare  and  Blessing  be  multiplied  unto  your  Revs! 

It  80  happened  that  last  Fall  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Revs.  e»eaM 
certain  important  matters  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  Church  in  this  coosti^ 
I,  therefore,  trust  that  I  shall  be  excused  the  liberty  of  my  present  writiB^ 

It  is  well  known  that  it  was  by  means  of  our  Reformed  Church  that  the  U^t' 
the  blessed  Gospel  first  fell  upon  these  regions ;  yet  it  is  only  too  true  tbit  ^ 
whose  duty  it  was  to  be  very  sealous  for  the  doctrine  of  the  truth  which  is ''' 
godliness,  have  let  our  hands  hang  down  useless  too  long. 

Our  brethren,  the  Presbyterians,  have  for  a  long  time  already  been  hxtMiU  ^ 
Presbyteries  and  Synods;  and  in  later  years  they  have  founded  a  College  1*^ 
province  of  New  Jersey.  These  things  have  put  them  in  a  condition  to  pforl*  ^ 
churches  w\t!h  pa%toT%  Mid  teachers,  and  to  manage  their  own  cccleaitiCictl  aft"^ 

The  BpVacopa\  CViTiTC\i,  aW^kioxii^  Xs^X.  Ivw  >5i  T^xum^XMcm,  is  also  taking  loaf  ** 
forward ;  and  ttiete  can  \«  no  ^wWt,  M  W.  ^>sl%  \\]k  ^y^>a^^tMiv«^tn  tie  CWI# 
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BOW  opened  in  New  Tork,  that  tbat  denomination  which  is  bound  to  have  the  mle 
among  us*  and  adheres  to  Armlnianism  will  gain  a  strong  position. 

Oar  Reformed  Church,  numerous  as  it  Is  in  membership,  is  in  a  desolate  conditioD. 
It  baa  neither  Classls  nor  Synod,  nor  any  nursery  for  instructing  those  who  would 
glTe  themselves  to  the  study  of  the  learned  languages,  the  sciences  and  arts,  and 
eqieclally  Sacred  Theology.  Many  churches  without  pastors  do  not  know  how  or 
whence  they  may  obtain  help.  They  will  be  obliged  to  go  and  seek  in  other  denomi- 
nations what  they  cannot  find  among  ourselves. 

The  time  is  now  come.  Rev.  Fathers,  for  our  eyes  to  be  opened  somewhat ;  and  the 
Lord  has  put  it  in  the  heart  of  those  among  us  who  are  concerned  for  the  breach  of 
Joseph,  to  seek  some  good  thing  for  our  Zion,  in  order  that  truth  and  godliness  may 
not  be  utterly  lost  among  us.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  the  congregations  of  our 
Reformed  Church,  in  this  Province  of  New  York,  and  in  the  neighboring  one  of  New 
Jersey,  have  already  entered  into  a  Union  or  an  Alliance  and  Covenant,  in  order,  In 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  mutually  and  with  one  accord,  to  exert  themselves  to  the 
uttermost  to  become  organised  as  a  Reformed  Classls  in  this  country,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  God's  Holy  Word  and  the  Articles  (of  Church  Government)  adopted  by 
the  Synod  held  at  Dordrecht  in  the  years  1618  and  1619 ;  and  to  establish  an  Academy 
or  a  Seminary  or  Nursery  (Kweekschool)  for  the  promotion  of  pure  learning,  that 
thereby  the  Temple  of  the  Lord  may  be  built  in  our  midst. 

But  Rev.  Fathers,  we  are  in  no  wise  lacking  for  strong  opposition  which  has  been 
raised  against  us,  by  a  Tobias,  an  Ammonite  servant,  a  Sanballat,  the  Horonite,  a 
tamed  Arabian.  These  mock  us  and  derisively  say,  **  What  is  this  thing  that  you 
are  doing?  Will  ye  rebel  against  the  king?  **  The  Great  Consistory  of  our  Reformed 
Church,  which  is  first  in  rank,  has  dealt  treacherously  with  us.  It  intended,  as  it 
indeed,  succeeded.  In  conjunction  with  the  dominating  Arminlan  party,  (Episcopacy) 
to  suppress  the  truth  and  godliness,  and  to  exercise  lordship  over  the  Lord's  heri- 
tage. But  the  Lord  has  so  far  brou^t  to  naught  their  counsels,  that  they  have 
been  disappointed  by  that  very  party  with  which  they  meant  to  combine.  And  so 
now,  they  want  to  return  to  the  old  regime;  that  is,  (virtually),  to  throw  every- 
thing into  confusion,  as  much  as  possible,  and  then  Justify  the  ungodly  and  con- 
demn the  righteous. 

It  seems  to  me,  the  Very  Rev.  Classls  must  see  all  this,  in  what  has  been  done  by 
that  side,  to  protect  the  intruder,  Arondeus,  and  oppress  the  legal  minister  of  the 
place.  Now  what  is  still  worse  is  being  done,  and  the  hands  of  the  ungodly  are 
terribly  strengthened  on  Long  Island,  and  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh.  We 
have  the  greatest  reason  earnestly  to  beseech  the  God  of  Heaven,  that  it  would 
please  Him  to  convert  or  restrain  that  Elymas-minded  troop  (die  BIymas-gerinde 
bende)  ;  for  Heaven  only  knows  to  what  a  desolate  condition  they  may  otherwise 
reduce  us !  My  (^urch,  as  the  Rev.  Classls  knows  of  old,  is  very  much  of  Galllo's 
mind ;  it  cares  for  none  of  these  things  and  is  little  concerned  for  the  "  breach  of 
Joseph.** 

So  it  is  our  humble  request  that  It  may  please  the  Very  Rev.  Classls  to  assist  us 
in  seeking  the  good  of  Jerusalem,  with  good  words  and  deeds,  in  order  that  in  these 
new  regions  of  the  earth  truth  and  godliness  may  grow  and  flourish  yet  for  many 
days. 

We  are  occupied  now  with  seeking  deliverance  from  the  aggressions  of  the  French, 
(of  Canada) ;  but  would  that  we  might  be  delivered  from  those  who  are  the  enemies 
of  Zion ! 

The  Minutes  of  the  Coetus  are  sent  herewith.  From  these  the  Rev.  Classls  will  be 
able  to  Judge  of  our  condition. 

In  closing,  I  leave  everything  to  your  Rev's.  Judgment,  and  pray  that  heaven's 

most  precious  blessings  may  abundantly  descend  upon  your  Revs.    I  remain.  Tour 

Revs,  very  humble  servant  and  brother, 

Theodorus  Frielinghuysen. 
Albany,  Feb.  20,  1766. 

No.  K7,  I. 


1756 


3650  Ecclesiastical  Rkcords 

1756 

Religion  among  the  Mohawks. 
Sir  William  Johnson  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.     March  8, 1756. 

(New  York  Papers,  LI.,  No.  37.) 

It  would  be  Tery  necesttry  to  provide  every  Castle  (especially  where  there  is  t 
garrison)  with  a  worthy  person  in  the  character  of  minister  of  the  Gospel,  I  mti 
not  repeat  how  much  the  French  have  done  by  their  Priests  eren  amons  the  Isdiui 
in  our  Alliance  that  we  oo^t  to  counteract  them  in  all  their  measures  I  tkM 
quite  obvious  therefore  humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  measure  to  your  Lord- 
ships consideration  particularly  with  regard  to  Onondaga  &  Oneida,  that  tst 
proper  persons  of  unblemished  Character  might  be  sent  as  Chaplains  toe  Umii 
Garrisons,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  as  Missionaries  to  the  Indians,  how  mwA 
may  be  done  in  that  way,  may  be  easily  gathered  from  the  success  the  Gospel  In 
had  among  the  Mohawks,  who  are  our  most  hearty  friends. 

I  beg  the  liberty  to  mention  to  your  Lordships  the  Bev.  Mr.  Ogllvle  mlsstonaiy  to 
the  Mohawk  Indians  who  has  upon  all  occasions  done  every  thing  in  his  power  he 
the  promotion  of  true  Religion.  This  Gentleman's  Salary  both  for  this  place  uA 
the  City  of  Albany  is  very  Inconsiderable,  some  further  encouragement  to  him  bf 
some  addition  to  his  Sallary  would  be  of  service  to  the  common  Interest,  is  it 
would  enable  him  to  proceed  In  his  mission  with  greater  spirit,  and  to  support  tte 
ezpences  that  must  attend  the  keeping  up  common  hospitality  among  so  mercesaiy 
a  people. 

My  Lords,  Your  Lordships*  most  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  JohnioB. 
Fort  Johnson,  March  8,  1756. 

— Coi.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlL  pp.  42,  «. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  March  19,  1756. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Inasmuch  as  Jacob  Dykman,  Jr.  bouc^ht  at  private  contract, 
one  of  the  places  on  the  Manor,  on  the  same  terms  as  those  s(Jd 
at  public  vendue,  yet  is  not  to  be  bound  by  the  purchase ;  therefore 
the  consistory  have  come  to  a  farther  agreement  with  him,  that 
he  shall  have  a  lease  of  the  place  for  three  years,  at  twenty  pounds 
a  year,  and  the  purchase  shall  still  stand.  The  writings  shall 
be  ready  by  the  first  of  May,  1756.  Then  he  shall  give  a  Wd 
with  securitv  for  one  fourth  of  the  consideration  monev;  and 
also  three  bonds,  each  for  one  fourth  of  the  purchase  money. 
payable  in  the  years  1700,  1761  and  1762,  wth  a  mortgage  for 
the  same.     Thus  done  in  consistory.     Date  as  above  given. 

Signed  in  name  of  all, 

J.  Kitzema,  p.  t.  President. 
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Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  April  1,  1756. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

1.  A  request  was  presented  by  Mr.  Adriance  Van  der  Sman, 
for  his  present  and  further  support,  as  a  just  compensation  for 
his  services  in  the  oongr^ation  as  visitor  of  the  sick  and  catechist 
This  being  read,  it  was  resolved,  that  in  place  of  a  collection  in 
the  church  at  Easter,  twenty  pounds  should  be  paid  to  him  this 
once  out  of  the  church-moneys.  In  the  autumn,  instead  of  mak- 
ing his  house  visitations  at  the  usual  time,  he  should  do  it  fourteen 
lays  earlier,  and  then  a  new  subscription  should  be  made  for  him 
Tor  three  consecutive  years. 

2.  The  consistory  waited  during  the  morning  and  afternoon, 
mth  the  papers  prepared  for  those  who  had  bought  places  on  the 
klanor  at  public  vendue,  but  no  one  appeared.  However  the 
writings  were  completed  by  Mr.  Pieter  de  Lancey  and  sealed  with 
lie  church  seal,  and  then  signed. 

3.  Kespecting  the  letter  formerly  received  from  domine  Theo- 
Lore  Frelinghuysen,  it  was  resolved  to  send  the  following  answer : 

Rev.  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  eighteenth  of  February,  1756, 
isme  to  hand,  and  was  read  in  consistory,  and  we  are  still  by  no 
Cleans  of  your  opinion. 

As  to  the  answer  to  your  proposal  of  last  year,  that  has  been 
Jready  given  in  writing.  This  now  appears  to  be  the  ground 
^:f  further  correspondence,  as  if  it  were  not  such,  (i.  e.  an  answer), 
^''^or  the  rest,  we  have  made  no  promise  to  give  our  view  of  the 
^^oposal,  since  it  is  a  matter  which  was  brought  before  us  by  your- 
^\ij  and  we  have  no  desire  to  have  any  dealings  with  you  thereon. 

So  we  end  with  salutations. 

The  consistory  of  New  York,  Signed  April  10. 

L.  De  Ronde,  President. 
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AOTS  OP  TH£  ClASSIS  OF  AmSTEKQAJC. 

William  Jakson. 

1756,  April  6th.    Art.  2.    William  Jakson,  called  to  Bersen  and  Staten  Is 
New  Netlierland,  requests  that  he  may  be  examined,  finally,  at  the  next 
xlil.  83. 


New  Netherland. 

Art.  S,  ad  Art.  2,  precedentis  Classls.  The  Committee  report  a  letter  fro 
Cnrtenlns  of  Flatbnsh,  being  of  the  same  contents  as  one  written  by  that 
man  Jan.  21,  1755;  also  another  letter  from  him  from  the  same  place  and 
same  date;  and  still  another  from  him  in  conjunction  with  certain  ones  w! 
themselves  Elders  of  Flatbush,  Not.  12,  1755;  also  a  letter  from  Rev.  RitK 
New  York,  dated  Oct.  13.  1766. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Thomas  Romeyn  of  Aug.  12,  1754,  and  another  < 
date,  but  both  of  which  are  absolutely  unreadable. 

Also  one  from  John  Leith,  (Leydt),  as  president  of  the  so  called  Coetus,  an 
Fryenmoeth,  as  clerk,  dated  New  York,  Oct  14.  1755.  with  the  Minutes  ( 
Coetus,  held  at  New  York  from  the  27th  to  the  30th  of  May,  1756. 

Also  a  letter  containing  a  petition  from  Elders  and  Deacons,  written  b 
(Theodore)  Friellnghuysen,  Nov.  16,  1756. 

Also  an  authentic  letter  written  by  the  members  of  some  churches,  Boc 
Nov.  15.  1765. 

Also  a  letter  of  May  30,  1755,  nomine  Coetus;  and  another  from  Rev.  (Th 
F'rielinghuysen,  dated  New  York  Oct.  22.  1755;  and  then  again: 

A  petition  from  Elders  and  Deacons  at  Hackensack  and  Schraalenburf,  y 
date. 

The  Messrs  Committee  are  requested  to  give  heed  to  all  these  letters  and  t 
munlcate  their  opinions  thereon  at  the  next  Classis. 

They  have  already  reported  a  letter,  drawn  up  by  them,  and  addressed 
Messrs.  Erlkson,  Friellnghuysen,  Goetschius,  etc.,  calling  themselves  **The  O 
This  letter  was  approved,  and  the  Committee  was  cordially  thanked  by  the  < 

xiU.  1 


Acts  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Classis  of  Amstbbdam.    ' 

ABLY  April,  1756. 

No.  238.    See  Answer  No.  67. 

A  long  and  confused  paper  of  nineteen  pages,  signed  at  the  house  of  Ct 
Babriskie  on  Nov.  3,  1755.  It  Is  about  a  meeting  at  Paramus,  N.  J.,  under  the 
tion  of— N.  B.— Domlne  (Gerardus)  Haagboort.  This  tends,  in  part,  to  opp( 
conduct  of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen,  as  do  so  many  others;  in  part,  it  contains 
pension  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Goetschius  and  the  Consistory  adhering  to  him;  It  al» 
plains  of  a  censuring  of  Rev.  Haagboort  by  Rev.  Frellnghuysen,  and  his  foU 
These  call  their  illegal  Assembly,  a  Coetus,  and  request  the  complete  deposl 
Rev.  Goetschius.  They  speak  also  of  a  censure  of  Rev.  Curtenlus  by  said 
Coetus  of  Rev.  Frellnghuysen. 
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After  this  tbere  is  a  Postscript  from  Revs.  Uitzema  and  de  Koude.  They  declare 
that  what  is  represented,  regardlni?  the  conduct  of  the  newly  erected  Coetus,  Is 
true,  but  that  they  pass  no  Judgement  as  to  the  other  matter,  signed  New  York, 
November  26,  1765.  Herewith  there  is  a  letter  from  Rev.  Van  Slnderen,  (Van  der 
Linde?)  signed  at  Paramus,  November  19,  directed  against  Rev.  Goetschius,  full  of 
confused  unproved  complaints. 

N.  B.  Classls  cannot  answer  otherwise,  then  to  declare  all  the  Acts  and  Censures 
on  both  sides,  to  be  unlawful  and  void;  that  it  can  do  nothing  until  the  former 
lawful  Coetus  be  resumed;  and  aCTalrs  be  treated  therein  In  an  orderly  manner;  and 
a  brief  and  careful  report  be  made  to  Classls,  only  of  actual  points,  whereof  lawful 
proofs  must  be  given.    This  should  be  done  In  an  earnest  and  tender  report. 

N.  B.  Although  Classls  long  ago  resolved  to  pay  no  attention  to  private  letters. 
but  only  to  those  sent  by  the  Coetus;  and  therefore  the  following  letters,  as  well  as 
some  previous  ones  might  well  be  entirely  passed  over;  yet  In  order  to  preserve  the 
chain  of  events  for  the  memory,  while  all  Is  in  confusion  with  the  Coetus,  these 
extracts  will  be  useful: 

No.  239.    tSee  our  answer  to  consistory  of  New  York,  No.  67. 

Further  EJxtracts. 

They  complain  of  the  misconduct  of  Rev.  Goetschius  and  his  Consistory. 

1.  He  Is  accused  by  Rev.  Van  der  Llnde,  minister  at  Paramus,  and  his  consistory, 

(1)  That  Rev.  Goetschius  and  his  consistory  had  inittituted  a  consistory  at  Para- 
mus, and  up  to  the  present,  had  held  public  worship  there. 

(2)  That  he  and  his  deacon,  Peter  Sabriskle.  before  he  (Van  der  Llnde)  was  called 
In,  impertinently  Intruded  himself  there,  and  made  a  quarrel,  etc.  Whereupon  this 
Assembly  Judges:  That  the  Consistory  of  Rev.  Goetschius  deserves  to  be  at  once 
deposed,  and  those  who  have  separated,  are  not  worthy  ever  to  rejoin;  and  that 
Rev.  Qoatschlus  is  such  a  one  as  deserves  to  be  suspended  from  office;  and  that 
the  Classls  shall  Judge  whether  be  shall  be  wholly  deposed  from  the  ministry. 

2.  He  is  further  accused  as  follows:  (1)  That  he  (Goetschius)  and  his  Consistory 
have  violated  his  call;  in  that.  Instead  of  paying  Rev.  Curtenlus  In  advance,  accord- 
ing to  the  contract  made  at  Coetus.  bis  full  salary,  and  (Goetschius)  being  satisfied 
with  the  remainder:  they  have,  on  the  contrary,  paid  to  him,  Goetschius.  the  full 
■alary,  and  withheld  that  of  Curtenlus.  (2)  That  be  makes  a  distinction  between 
bis  own  adherents  and  others.  (3)  That  he  permits  conventicles,  where  there  Is 
preaching.  (4)  That  in  his  preaching  be  has  behaved  himself  offensively  and  uproar- 
iously. (6)  That  he  had  described  his  congregation  as  the  dregs  and  scum,  (Schorrl- 
Morrl).  (6)  That  he  still  lay  under  the  charge  of  a  certain  scandal,  without  ever 
having  cleared  himself.  (7)  That  he  and  his  Consistory  are  at  the  bottom  of  all  the 
barm,  offences  and  agitations  which  are  now  In  vogue,  and  which  are  caused  by 
the  organization  of  such  a  Coetus. 

To  prove  this,  they  recall  the  following  circumstances:  How  that  before  his  call 
to  Hackensack  he  bad  already  In  his  pocket  a  call  to  Schemmeny  (Neshamlny.  Bucks 
Co.)  Pennsylvania,  but  he  wanted  to  try  Hackensack  first.  That  before  his  call  to 
Hackensack.  the  signers  had  signed  on  these  conditions:  That  If  one  of  the  min- 
isters should  leave,  or  be  disabled  from  preaching,  that  they  (the  signers)  would  bo 
discharged  from  their  obligations.  Whence  they  conclude  that  now  the  adherents 
of  Curtenlus  after  his  departure,  are  not  obliged  to  contribute  the  half  of  the 
•alary,  but  are  discharged  therefrom,  as  regards  Rev.  Goetschius.  They  further  say 
that  since  Revs.  Goetschius  and  Marlnus  did  not  appear,  therefore  upon  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Consistory  of  Hackensack,  their  Judgment  on  the  censure  of  Rev. 
Goetschius  and  the  deposing  of  his  Consistory  Is  suspended;  and  they  have  resolved 
also  to  lay  this  whole  matter  before  the  Consistory  of  Rev.  Curtenlus,  at  New  York, 

aa  their  neighbors,  to  receive  their  advice,  ccmsent,  and  concurrence. 

zlil.  429. 
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No.  24S.    Bee  an  eztensiTe  reply  In  No.  €1;  and  compare  No.  S. 

Letter  signed  by  ReTS.  J.  Leydt,  as  President  of  the  so-cmlled  Coetas.  and  J.  C 
Fryenmoet.  on  October  14,  1755;  besides  a  Minnte  from  the  Acta  of  a  preTlon  ezta 
Coetus.  as  tbey  call  tbemselves.  held  at  New  York  May  27-90.  Anno,  1765. 

The  members  are.  of  the  Ministers: 

1.  Erickson  8.  Leydt 

2.  Mynema  9.  Verbryck 

3.  Manclos  10.  Marinns 

4.  Van  Slnderen  U.  Vroman 

5.  Goetschlos  12.  Schuneman 

6.  Fryenmoet  13.  Romein 

7.  Frelinghnysen 

Therefore,  there  are  here  lacking,  on  account  of  the  schlana,  foar  of  those  meoibeii 
of  the  Coetas  held  on  September  12,  1754.  See  No.  235,  to  wit:  of  the  mUilstcci, 
Haaghoort,  Cnrtenlas,  Rltsema.  nnd  Van  der  LInde. 

I.  As  regards  the  letter:    Therein  Is  recited— 

1.  So  mnch  as  relates  to  the  erecting  of  the  Classis  and  the  Academy. 

(1)  How  that  the  resolution  to  change  the  Coetus  into  a  Claasls  was  initiite4 
(gebooren)  at  the  Coetus  of  Sept.  17,  1764;  the  plan  was  then  to  be  sent  trrasd 
among  the  churches,  and  the  answer  thereto  were  to  be  deliTered  to  a  Committee 
to  meet  in  the  following  April,  (1755).  The  results  were  then  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Classis  (of  Amsterdam)  and  the  Synods.  How  that,  thereupon,  the  Cootistoty 
of  New  York  had  written  against  this  plan  to  Classis.  deairing  neither  a  Classi 
nor  a  Coetus,  but  only  the  old  footing;  and  also  how  Rer.  Ritsema,  in  the  tnst- 
mlssion  of  this  Resolution  of  <>>etus,  and  the  reception  of  the  answers  of  tlie  cob- 
gregations,  as  special  Clerk,  had  added  the  Protect  of  the  New  York  Coatlftoty. 
and  some  private  letters  advising  against  It,  lu  a  Postscript,  contrary  to  all  fnol 
faith. 

(2)  That  these  circumstances  were  really  the  occasion  of  that  journey  of  B*t. 
Theodore  Frellnghuysen,  about  which  so  much  has  been  said,  intended  to  seenrp 
the  consent  (of  the  cburcbes)  to  a  Classis.  and  at  tbe  same  time,  to  an  Academy 
(Academie,  in  Dut'^h,  means  I'ulversity.) 

2.  That,  meantime,  those  improprieties  (onordentelyk)  of  Rera.  Curteniua.  RitscmA 
and  Haaghoort  bad  taken  place.  Tbey  said  that,  now  that  the  Coetus  had  ben 
broken  up  by  the  others,  there  was  no  more  any  Coetus.  That  thereupon  a  Omrn- 
tlon  was  called,  in  May  1755.  but  against  this  Rev.  Haaghoort  had  protested;  aad 
according  to  its  resolution,  this  was  an  Extraordinary  Coetus  to  transact  businesi. 
The  Minutes  of  l)oth  these  bodies  are  at  band. 

Further,  they  complain  of  Rev.  Rltsema :  that  when  It  was  amicably  submitted  to 
him,  "Whether  he,  as  Extraordinary  Clerk  should  not  send  out  notices  for  a  Coetus, 
to  see  whether  hearts  and  souls  might  not  yet  be  harmonized  for  the  general  good?" 
He  wrote :  "  That  in  answer  to  yours  this  shall  serve ;  that  although  I  am  yet 
Extraordinary  Clerk  of  the  Coetus,  I  neither  can  nor  will  call  a  Coetua  that  vu 
broken  up  by  your  united  efforts.  If  you  still  call  yourselves  a  Coetua,  let  then  tbe 
child  have  Its  proper  name.  For  you  are  tbe  Rev.  (Theodore)  FYellnghuysco'i 
Coetus ;  and  as  such,  the  letter  of  Classis  belongs  to  us  and  not  to  yon.  and,  as  I 
trust,  will  be  opened  and  made  use  of  by  us,"  that  he.  (Rltsema)  was  also  tbe 
adviser  and  Installer  of  Rev.  Curteniua,  (on  Long  Island)  ;  and  that  also^  bide- 
pendently  of  his  Consistory,  he  had  made  a  certain  request,  (for  a  Professorship) 
in  behalf  of  tbe  Dutch  in  the  English  College  of  New  York  (Kinga,  now  Columbia)- 
In  conclusion  they  call  themselves  the  "  Coetus  Ordinaries  *\  which  makes  tbae 
statements,  and  in  whose  name  they  sign. 

II.   Relating  to  the  Minutes.    From  these,  it  appears— 

1.  That  in  the  so-called  "Brotherly  Conference"  ( Conf erentle  here  refers  to  tit 
Conyentlon,  the  matter  ol  a.  CVaasla  and  Academy  was  with  the  necessary  hiBtrac- 
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tlons  to  further  the  whole  affair,  at  the  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland.  H«  was  also 
to  make  a  collection,  (Colectie—collecie  they  mean  to  say),  bnt  against  this,  a  Pro- 
test came  from  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  others.  And  it  further  appears  from  these 
Minates,  that  at  the  so-called  '*  Extraordinary  Coetus  '\  (but  which  Rev.  Ritzema 
opposed  as  unlawful,  and  gave  up  the  Coetus  MInute-Book  with  great  reluctance), 
the  matter  of  a  Classls  and  an  Academy  was  urged,  (pushed,  gepousseerd)  and  a 
Petition  for  a  Collection  for  an  Academy  was  signed. 

2.  Also  that  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  act  on  June  2nd.  in  the  churches  of 
Hackensack  and  Schralenberg,  in  a  case  of  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  some  members  of 
the  church,  who  call  themselves  Trustees,  (Trustjes),  who,  with  Rev.  Haaghoort  as 

Consulent,  wished  to  organize  a  new  consistory. 
8.    Finally,  that  the  Messrs.  (John)  Maurice  Ctoetschius  and  Henry  Frelinghuysen, 

Ikad  been  called  by  committees  of  churches  over  there,  to  be  their  ministers.    They 

taad  accordingly,  requested  to  have  their  ordinations   (promotions)   there.    In  this, 

'tlie  Coetus  had  promised  to  aid  them  before  Classls. 

4.  Furthermore,  Rev.  Van  Slnderen  had  brought  the  well-known  case  of  Rev. 
Otirtenlus's  Call,  etc.,  before  the  Coetus,  which  was  to  be  acted  upon  in  due  time. 

xzlil.  431-433. 

No.  246. 
See  Answers,  Nos.  61  and  66. 

Herewith  the  following  papers  were  brought,  all  referring  to  the  foregoing,  Nos. 
M6  and  239. 

1.  A  request  from  the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  three  combined  Reformed  Churches 
at  Harmertown  or  Marbletown,  Rochester  and  Wawarsing,  that  Mr.  Henry  Freling- 
limyaen  may  be  ordained  (gequaliflceert)  as  their  pastor  by  the  Coetus,  Nota  Bene, 
KMot  desiring  to  call  him  on  any  other  condition.  This  request  is  written  and  signed 
tMj  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  (of  All>any)  Nov.  6,  1765. 

1.  The  authentic  letter  itself  about  this  affair,  signed  by  some  members  of  those 
congregations,  Rochester,  Nov.  15,  1755. 

5.  A  letter  of  May  30,  1766,  nomine  Coetus,  requesting  the  same,  as  also  for  Mr. 
CJohn)  Maurice  €k>et8chius,  called  to  Stone  Arabia.  Both  of  these,  they  say,  gave 
Bood  satisfaction  in  a  special  examination,  (tentamen). 

4.  One  more  letter  from  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  the  same  import,  and 
^iso  about  the  matter  of  a  Classls  and  an  Academy.  He  complained  that  his  Church 
Cat  Albany)  would  not  let  him  go  on  his  mission  to  Holland.  He  asked  that  the 
Paasis  would  order  It  to  give  permission.    Signed,  New  York,  October  22,  1755. 

5.  A  petition  from  the  Consistories,  the  elders  and  deacons,  of  the  two  Dutch 
BtaEformed  Churches  of  Hackensack  and  Schralenberg,  without  any  indication  of  date 
■Vbcn,  or  place  where.  It  was  sent  from;  (Nov.  ?  1755?)  with  a  letter  from  Rev. 
CJ.  H.)  Goetschius  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Temmink.  In  this  they  complain  greatly  of 
fejbe  ofPensive  and  grievous  conduct  of  Rev.  Haaghoort,  who  is  sustained  by  Revs. 
Oirtenius  and  Van  der  Linden.  He  (Haaghoort)  had  organized,  for  some  of  their 
Qlftant  (afscheurende)   members,  of  each  of  the  two  Churches,  a  consistory,  and 

occasionally  held  service  with  them  as  their  minister.  Although  this  was  for- 
by  Coetus,  the  resolution  was  disregarded.  The  Rev.  (Haaghoort)  had  been 
and  the  ringleaders  of  those  distant  members,  (abgescbeurende  hoof- 
i)  were  denied  the  Lord's  Supper.  This  was  done,  first,  by  a  Committee  appointed 
I^Sr  Coetus,  which  was  subsequently  approved  in  Coetus  itself.  They  praise  their 
tr,  (J.  H.)  Goetschius,  for  his  purity  of  doctrine  and  blameless  deportment, 
declare  that  they  have  a  horror  of  faithlessness  toward  ministers,  In  with- 
^oMing  their  salaries,  and  seeking  to  hunt  them  down,  as  they  assert  their  antagon- 
are  doing.  In  particular,  they  complain  of  the  action  of  Rev.  Van  der  Linde. 
Not.  8,  he  had  cited*  their  minister,  with  their  consistory  of  Schralenburg,  tA 
before  those  Tery  members  whom  they  had  censuieA.  \>Tit  '^Yiom  >^«  V%.^  <:»\\«^ 
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together.  He  represented  that  they  were  a  neighboring  OonsUtory  onder  tbc  Ptei^ 
dent,  ReT.  Haaghoort,  and  before  this  church-meeting,  they,  according  to  hit  rcyre- 
aentatlon,  must  answer,  according  to  Chnrch  Order,  to  his  Complaint.  This  wu. 
that  at  the  Spitsberg,  more  than  thirteen  English  miles  distant  from  his  chsrefc  M 
Paramns,  they  had  according  to  Chnrch  Order  and  costom*  bat  very  mncfa  ssiisa 
Van  der  Linde*s  wishes,  appointed  two  elders  and  deacons  among  the  mestben  rf 
Hackensack  and  Schralenberg  who  tiad  moved  thither  as  s  new  "  aetflesiesl  \  m 
they  express  it  They  were  living  among  all  sorts  of  sects.  They  had  had  cfavtl- 
land  donated  to  them  by  the  Hon.  Proprietors  (of  New  Jersey)  for  the  plaadif  rf 
a  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  But  they  had  first  fraternally  asked  Van  der  Uadend 
his  Consistory  to  do  so,  (organize  a  new  church),  but  which  tbej  had  refused. 

They  further  say,  that  Coetus  has  since  then  been  In  session  three  timca  Ati 
that  although  he  (CSoetschius)  was  present  at  the  first  session,  yet  no  coBpUM 
was  then  made.  But  that  now,  and  before  such  s  meeting  as  is  described  tibm, 
consisting  of  eight  censured  and  suspended  members,  with  ReT.  Haaghoort  pnriAK 
and  which  was  recognised  by  Van  der  Llnde  as  a  neighboring  Consistory,  altWeih 
he  had  been  fraternally  warned  in  writing  some  weeks  before,  bj  the  Coetsi.  sot  s 
unite  with  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  these  people  in  their  sins,  so  that  he  alioaM  mc 
share  their  punishment :  That  he  has  not  only  done  so,  but  supports  and  caeov 
ages  the  schism.    He  marries  and  baptises  these  people  and  their  children. 

6.  All  of  these  things  they  lay  before  Classis.  They  pray  that  Classis  will  canpil 
him  to  place  himself  before  Coetus,  and  let  their  mutual  complaint  (5)  be  deelM 
according  to  Church  Order,  Uiat  they  may  have  satisfaction ;  and  further  that  tk9 
may  return  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Coetus,  from  which  he  has  severed  hiasett. 

xxiit  m.ai 

Acts  of  th£  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Erickzon,  Goetschius,  Theo' 
dore  Frelinghuysen,  etc.,  who  call  themselves  the  regulir 
Coetus,  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Classis  lai 
University  iji  New  York,  April  5,  1756.     VolL  31,  page  IW, 

No.  61. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren : — 

How  many  are  the  wretched  troubles  and  the  soul-destrojaj 
discords  which  afflict  unhappy  New  York !     It  is  with  the  great* 
surprise  and  astonishment,  yea,  with  a  grief  that  harrows  our  Teif 
souls  that  we  observe  your  condition.     Instead  of  the  old  quin«k 
being  healed,  new  ones  are  continually  arising.     We  are  obligei 
moreover,  to  recognize  the  fact  that  these  evils  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  the  church  members  chiefly,  but  to  the  ministers.    One  attempt 
to  accuse  another  in  order,  if  possible,  to  vindicate  himself.  T^ 
is  no  one,  however,  who  has  read  the  communications  from  ^ 
churches  of  New  York,  who  can  be  unacquainted  with  the  cm* 
of  all  these  lTo\i\A^^.    \V  S&,  ^iitlemen,  nothing  else  W  ^ 
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vainly-conceived  idea  of  transforming  the  Coetus  into  a  CLASSIS, 
because  there  was  a  little  talk  of  simply  improving  the  Coetus.  It 
is  generally  acknowledged  that  this  improvement  was  needed. 
Indeed,  most  of  the  members  eagerly  advocated  this  idea.  And 
then,  in  addition  to  this  project,  as  is  always  the  case  when  selfish 
motives  and  personal  ambitions  dazzle  men,  another  delusive 
notion  prevailed,  namely,  the  founding  of  a  UNIVERSITY,  in 
New  York.  It  was  expected  that  f  imds  could  be  raised  in  Holland 
for  this  purpose  through  a  del^ation  sent  to  the  Synod  there.  But 
the  Classis  is  overwhelmed  with  amazement  at  the  proceedings  of 
the  Coetus,  of  the  Conf erentie,  and  of  other  Assemblies ;  as  well 
as  at  the  communications,  essays  and  letters  which  are  written. 
She  cannot  tell  whether  all  these  writings  are  the  cause  of  the 
deplorable  troubles,  or  whether  it  is  the  vehement  passions  of  men. 
It  can  be  readily  enough  discerned  from  the  documents,  for 
nothing  could  be  clearer,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  innovation  which 
urges  this  matter  on,  rather  than  a  calm  consideration  of  the 
results  which  will  follow  such  changes.  This  is  by  no  means  the 
least  reason  that  a  Coetus,  undergoing  gradual  improvements, 
would  be  the  most  useful  (form  of  government),  and  that  the 
immediate  formation  of  a  Classis  would  be  less  advantageous. 

But  is  it  a  conceivable  thing  that  there  should  be  a  Classis  in 
New  York  with  powers  of  absolutely  deciding  matters,  such  as 
the  ordination  of  candidates,  and  so  forth,  without  a  real  separa- 
tion, sooner  or  later,  of  the  churches  there,  from  the  Church  of 
the  Netherlands.  And  do  we  deserve  such  a  reward,  after  having 
given  you  so  much  disinterested  advice,  after  having  endured  so 
much  trouble  in  your  behalf,  after  experiencing  so  much  grief  at 
the  establishment  of  your  Coetus  ?  And  why  should  such  a  change 
be  made  ?  Why  should  you  invite  so  many  embarrassments  upon 
yourself,  (as  would  ensue).  Suppose  the  right  were  granted  you. 
Would  there  be  no  danger  that  the  peculiar  liberties  (privileges) 
which  the  churches  of  New  York  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  might 
be  taken  away  from  them*  (by  the  English  Government.) 

•The  Datch  churches  were  to  maintain  all  their  eccleaiastlcal  ri^ts  by  the  terms 
<tf  surrender,  1064,  and  charters  were 


Charch,  from  the  Continent,  they  coal 


am  all  their  ecclesiastical  rignts  oy  tne  terms 
granted  them  accordingly.    B^ioi^  ^  ^%\SnrcA\ 
a  not  he  contld«TeOL '' d:i»i«ii\«tV\ 
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The  Classis  thinks  that  the  last  reasons  which  the  New  Yoil 
Consistory  presented,  were  just  objections  to  these  schemes.  Tie 
disturbances  also,  which  might  easily  have  been  foreseen  whei 
that  Consistory  opposed  these  plans,  ought  to  have  led  to  vm 
different  results — indeed  to  the  entire  surrender  of  these  eaiet- 
prises. 

That  the  Coetus  had  no  ground  of  existence  in  our  Chuidi 
Order,  an  argument  which  was  brought  up  as  a  reason  for  die 
changes  proposed,  is  contrary  to  the  truth.  It  was  said,  ^It 
cannot  be  called  a  Consistory,  nor  a  Classis,  nor  a  Synod."  Sup- 
pose that  to  be  true.  What  of  it  i  The  only  answer  is,  (it  doei 
not  profess  to  be  either  of  these  bodies,  but)  It  is  a  Coetus,  tibat 
is,  an  Assembly  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  And 
such  bodies,  with  the  same  name,  are  also  found  in  Surinam,  Jan 
and  Cape  Colony.  We  have  already  written  this  answer  to  your 
letter,  sent  with  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus,  of  Sept.  17,  1754r. 

Is  the  Coetus  subjected  to  the  contempt  of  outsiders  and  to 
discords  within,  as  has  been  said  in  plain  words  ?  But  what  is 
the  reason  of  this  ?  Could  it  be  otherwise,  when  a  spirit  of  con- 
tention reigns  within  the  body  itself  i  One  wants  one  thing,  and 
another,  another  thing.  Matters  once  determined  on  are  quickly 
reversed.  In  order  to  become  a  Classis,  or  to  possess  a  little  more 
authority,  the  authority  of  a  previous  session  is  ignored.  And 
then,  in  order  to  perfect  the  sublimity  of  the  whole  thing,  (or 
should  we  rather  say  the  ridiculousness  of  these  plans,  which 
hardly  any  one  can  expect  to  see  realized),  there  is  added  to  the 
idea  of  a  Classis,  a  UNIVERSITY ! 

Yes,  a  UNIVEBSITY !  what  queer  notions  I  With  no  consid- 
eration of  the  treasures  necessary  for  its  support;  or  the  place 
where  it  should  be  located;  or  the  plan  for  its  government;  or 
the  protection  necessary  for  its  welfare ;  or  where  Professors  for 
New  York  could  be  found.  We  consider  this  whole  business  to 
be  such  a  character,  that  we  can  use  our  time  in  no  better  way 
than  opposing  it.  For  the  plans  proposed  would  only  increase 
the  flames  of  ^ea\o\iB^,  iiac^^xd  wvd  strife ;  would  only  destroy  the 
remaining  bonda  oi  )QTO\)ci^TVi<iftL.   ^  qx  ^  ^^»\2r«{^^^<5»A^^sM«.the 
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ity  of  the  Spirit,  with  true  humility  and  with  the  guilelessness 
the  Savior,  has  now  become  armies  with  banners' — O  how 
werf ul  and  splendid ! 

Gentlemen  you  will  understand,  therefore,  that  the  Classis 
anot  give  its  consent  to  any  of  these  plans.  This  is  her  decision 
order  to  avoid  an  increase  of  disturbances  in  New  York.    It  is 

0  impossible  for  the  Classis  to  permit  the  Coetus,  on  account  of 
divisions,  to  qualify  the  young  gentlemen,  Henry  Frelinghuy- 

1  and  Mauritius  Goetschius,  who  are  called,  respectively,  to 
irbletown  and  Stone  Arabia,  as  ministers  for  those  congi'ega- 
ns.  We  advise  you  first  to  re-establish  the  Coetus  in  all  sin- 
rity  and  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  Classis,  moreover, 
elares  all  Assemblies,  decisions,  censures  and  plans  of  the  one 
rty  as  well  as  the  other,  to  be  null  and  void,  on  account  of  your 
nsions.  Meantime  the  Classis  can  utter  no  decisions  of  import- 
oe  on  anything  before  the  Coetus  is  re-established  and  all  things 
3  restored  to  their  former  condition. 

Dear  brethren,  let  us  soon  hear  in  a  letter  from  you  that  the 
Bach  is  healed.  Where  discords  and  strife  prevail  God  cannot 
relL  But  you  are  well  aware  that  such  evil  actions  and  dis- 
rbances  exist  among  you.  If  such  things  are  allowed  to  con- 
lue,  we  to  our  great  grief,  plainly  see  that  the  churches  of  New 
>rk,  already  so  sadly  divided,  notwithstanding  all  our  good 
imsels,  will  soon  be  completely  annihilated.  Ponder  these 
ings  conscientiously,  dear  brethren.  When  you  consider  the 
If  are  of  your  congregations,  can  you  vindicate  your  conduct? 
will  you  be  able  to  do  so  before  your  own  consciences  in  that 
Bat  day  of  the  Lord  ? 

We  beseech  you,  therefore,  (not  for  our  sakes^  although  we 
►uld  be  only  too  happy  to  be  relieved  of  the  examination  of  your 
esome  affairs,  if  we  consulted  only  our  own  advantage,  and  did 
t  consider  the  importance  of  the  case,) — ^we  beseech  you  to 
uxsh  diligently  the  directions  of  the  Gospel  for  your  case.  Do 
is  for  the  sake  of  the  love  which  you  profess  to  have  for  the 
•der  of  the  Netherlands  Church,  and  her  pure  doctrine ;  for  the 

ke  of  the  salvation  of  the  souls  under  your  care;  for  the  «Ak& 
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of  the  Savior's  love  which  yon  proclaim.     For  the  sake  of  iS 

these  things,  you,  especially,  ought  to  practise  that  love  wbidiii 

the  bond  of  perfectness,  and  which  is  the  very  coiistitntion  of  tk 

character  of  the  people  of  Qodj  for  LOVE  is  itself  the  veiy  Lnigi 

of  God.     Oh !  that  you  could  be  moved  by  such  principles  in  orier 

to  realize  your  oneness  with  the  heart  of  Jesus  Christ    May  tbe 

life-giving  Jesus  grant  unto  you  this  love  unto  the  true  rarity  d 

your  hearts  I 

With  sincere  love,  we  consider  ourselves,  Rev.  Sirs  and  Belovei 

Brethren,  Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren,  In  the  Name  of 

the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CL  h.  t.  PiaeaeL 

J.  Boskoop,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Smbi. 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

April  5, 1756. 


AoTS  OP  THB  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
William  Jakson. 

1756,  June  14th.  Art  1,  ad  2.  The  following  request 
made  by  Mr.  Michel,  by  Mtcr,  in  the  name  of  William  Jabn** 
That  the  said  William  Jakson  by  reason  of  persistent  weaknfli^ 
may  have  his  certificates  and  letter-of-call  returned  to  him,  iri4 
an  accompanying  paper  (stating)  that  he  was  to  have  been  en* 
ined  on  April  5th  last,  but  being  prevented  by  a  fit,  could  noth 
present  at  Classis ;  and  that  therefore  the  Classis  at  his  (f^ 
request,  restored  his  papers  to  him. 

This  was  accorded  to  him  but  in  such  a  way  that  in  the  retnnf 
ing  of  those  certificates,  etc.,  nothing  shall  be  added  or  writt* 

xiii.  W. 
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COBKSSPONDBNOS  FROM  AmEBIOA. 

The  Consistory  of  Kings  County,  (adherents  of  Cnrtenius)  to  the 
Bev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  22nd,  1756. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Extracts,  xxiii,  448-451. 

To  tbe  Very  Bev.  Olasals  of  Amaterdam. 

Very  TBLev,  Fathen  and  Brethren,  both  ministers  and  elders,  constituting  the  Rev. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam:— 

Our  beloved  and  peace-loving  minister,  A.  Cnrtenius,  came  to  us  by  the  wonderful 
guidance  of  the  Most  High.  His  Rev.  had  informed  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  that,  if  he 
(Cnrtenius)  accepted  the  call,  he  would  go  with  him  from  house  to  house,  through 
all  the  five  villages,  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  to  every  one,  that  he  had  not 
come  as  the  minister  of  the  church  to  keep  up  the  divisions  which  had  so  long 
prevailed  among  them,  but  to  cause  them  to  vanish  altogether,  if  God  should  bless 
his  ministry. 

This  fiict  appears  from  his  letters  sent  your  Revs,  last  year,  as  well  as  from 
these  enclosed  "Peace  Articles"  which  were  laid  before  him  (Rev.  Van  Sinderen) 
and  his  consistory,  (ruling  members,  regeerende  kerkpersonen)  and  which,  as  your 
Revs,  can  see  from  last  year's  letter,  they  declined.  It  came  about,  however,  that 
our  beloved  and  peace-loving  minister  came  to  us.  nevertheless,  during  the  past 
year,  because  a  sufficient  majority  of  the  church  had  authorized  us  to  call  a  min- 
ister. Your  Revs,  must  know  that  in  this  country  no  consistory  (kerkpersonen)  has 
a  right  to  call  a  minister  unless  the  churches  have  authorised  them  to  do  so. 

From  experience,  we  are  bound  to  declare  in  regard  to  our  peace-loving  minister, 
that  what  he  proposed  to  Rev.  Van  Sinderen,  was  not  mere  talk.  On  the  contrary. 
we  are  bound  to  say.  and  many  of  Rev.  Van  Sinderen's  friends  will  testify  to  the 
same  fact,  that  he  (Cnrtenius)  is  constantly  and  earnestly  exhorting  ns  to  peace. 
We  are  also  proposing  Articles  of  Peace  to  Rev.  Van  Blnderen  and  his  consistory, 
(kerkpersonen).  If  they  are  willing  to  make  peace,  the  consistory  (kerkpersonen) 
at  Flatbush  is  willing,  in  turn,  to  allow  him  his  full  salary.  This  is  28  or  29 
pounds  a  year  for  the  village  of  Flatbush.  Van  Sinderen's  consistory,  (kerkper- 
sonen), however,  declines  such  a  proposal.  With  many  friends  of  Rev.  Van  Sin- 
deren. who  are  not  of  the  c(msistory.  It  goes  very  much  against  the  grain  that  Rev. 
Van  Sinderen  and  his  consistory  continue  to  be  so  stubborn. 

Moreover,  Rev.  Van  Sinderen's  best  friends  feel  very  uneasy  about  this— that 
often  he  Inveighs  publicly  from  the  pulpit  against  Rev.  A.  Cnrtenius;  namely,  that 
that  Assembly,  which,  according  to  its  own  declaration  is  neither  a  Synodical,  nor 
a  Classical,  nor  a  Consistorlal  assembly,  has  imposed  silence  upon  him,  and  dls- 
snads  the  people  from  going  to  hear  him.  In  the  month  of  November,  1775,  in  his 
family  visitation,  he  said  to  several  church  members,  that  Rev.  A.  Curtenlus  was 
onder  censure.  In  the  same  month  he  stopped  two  men  on  their  way  as  they  were 
ildlng  to  church  to  hear  Rev.  A.  Curtenlus.  In  the  Spring  of  1756  he  buried  Rev. 
A.  Curtenlus,  as  if  he  were  a  dead  man,  in  the  Flatbush  cemetery  and  denounced 
him  as  an  old  rogue,  etc. 

All  these  revlllngs  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  put  on  our  beloved  minister;  and  we  must 
declare  that  when  the  latter  was  told  of  it,  not  a  word  of  abuse  fell  from  his  lips. 
On  the  last  Sunday  in  May,  17S6  Rev.  Van  Sinderen  said  openly  from  the  pulpit 
that  Bev.  Arondeus  had  taken  his  own  life,  and  was  buried  in  a  spot  where  such 
l>eopIe  are  now  usually  buried.  Judge  for  yourselves,  therefore.  Very  Rev.  Sirs, 
Whether  such  things  can  serve  to  bring  peace  to  the  church.  True,  he  will  raise  the 
objection  against  us  that  wo  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  arrearages  on  his  salary.  For 
tbAt  we  have  good  reasons;  for  he  turned  us  out,  who  were  the  old  and  true  con- 
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slBtoiy.  Rev.  J.  Rltsema  bas  declared  under  oath  that  he  had  adrlaed  Rcr.  Tai 
Sloderen  that  he  mast  keep,  and  not  let  go,  the  old  and  true  conslstoir.  Bef«e 
the  law  he  conld  effect  nothing  because  he  had  let  the  old  and  tme  eoulstoty  pi 

Had  we  not  made  It  clear  as  the  ann  In  onr  last  year's  letter  to  joor  Ren.  thtt 
we  are  the  old  and  true  consistory,  we  might  bring  fortber  proof  in  ooonfCtloB 
with  his  new  deacons  at  New  Amersfoort.  These  have  In  their  possession  a  bosd. 
taken  by  the  old  and  true  deacons,  during  their  term  of  senrlce.  When  these  scv 
deacons  of  Rev.  Van  SInderen  demanded  payment.  It  was  refused  them  oa  tlK 
ground  that  they  were  not  the  rightful  seccessors.  They  consulted  a  lawyer  abost 
It,  and  he  said  that  they  could  not  demand  payment  because  they  were  not  the 
rightful  successors. 

So  your  Revs,  can  see  how  he  has  treated  our  beloved  minister  and  how  he  k 
keeping  the  church  In  a  state  of  unrest.  We  doubt  not  but  that  your  Ren.  wD 
set  those  sins  In  order  before  his  eyes,  so  as  to  make  him  feel  heartily  aony  ftr 
having  treated  us  and  the  church  as  he  has  done.  We  and  onr  minister  wlB  tkn 
forgive  him;  and  when  later  he  shall  make  It  appear  by  his  conduct  that  be  vssti 
to  live  In  peace  with  us  and  the  church.  It  may  well  be  that.  In  case  he  Is  coateot  li 
leave  It  to  our  free- will,  we  shall  give  him  a  goodly  sum  even,  because  we  kiow 
that  he  needs  It 

In  closing  we  wish  your  Revs,  all  conceivable  peace,  not  only  apoo  your  nere^ 
ministries,  but  also  upon  your  Rev's,  persons  and  families.  We  remain  Fatlien  tad 
Brethren,  your  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

Johannes  Lott.  Bder. 
Abram  Blom,  Elder  Rutgert  Van  Brunt,  Elder 

Barent  Anderiese,  Elder  Anderies  Stockholm,  Elder 

Jurey  Blauw,  Elder  Jereml^  Remsen.  Elder 

Flatbush,  situated  In  Kings  County,  June  22,  1766. 

P.  S.    Herewith  go  the  documents  proving  what  we  have  written  In  this  letter. 


Correspondence  from  America. 

Kev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June 

22,  1756. 

Portfolio  "New  York",   Vol.   ii.     Also  in   Vol.   xxiii,  455-8. 

zxiv.     55. 

Very  Learned  Sirs  and  Much  Respected  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ:— 

Your  very  Revs.  letter  of  October  6,  last  year  (1756)  I  received  with  great  plesrvR 
on  June  12,  of  this  year.  I  understand  Its  contents  and  hope  that  my  reply  to  !i 
may  be  satisfactory. 

First,  as  regards  the  long  delay  of  the  Acts  of  the  Coetns,  held  In  the  year  1«H 
which  were  promised  so  long  ago,  (I  am  obliged  to  say)  that  Rev.  Rltaema  Is  tP 
blame  for  this.  He  did  not  send  them  over,  as  was  his  business  and  duty,  hot  itf 
purposely  held  them  back.  He  did  this,  together  with  his  party  that  he  mlid^t 
thus  more  easily  break  down  the  Coetus,  and  then,  as  to  other  matters,  do  tkdr 
own  pleasure. 

In  the  second  place,  theiV  sprang  therefrom  that  great  stir  on  Long  Island,  fey 
the  unheard  of  Introduction,  by  the  gentlemen  just  mentioned,  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ca^ 
tenlus.  And  as,  according  to  our  Savior's  saying,  the  children  c^  this  worii  w 
wiser  In  their  generation,  and  It  Is  better  praevenire  quam  praevenlrl,  I  do  aol  tt 
all  doubt  but  that  a  t^r^aX  Cl«^\  Y^aa  \)<^\i  «\T«%.dY  written  about  this  matter  wVkk 
may  possibly  dMIet  coiia\<ietato\i  ttwa  ^>»x  \  *.m  wvw  ^wecds^v 


OF  THE  State  of  New  York.  3663 

1756 
In  order,  therefore,  thut  the  Rev.  Classls  may,  as  It  desires,  obtain  some  llRht 
from  this,  oar  side,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  inform  your  Revs,  to  some  extent 
of  my  dealings  with  that  party,  which  differs  from  me,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking 

again  to  unite  It  with  us. 

Mr.  Arondeus  was  condemned,  together  with  his  consistory,  as  can  be  seen  from 
tbe  extract  of  the  Coetus  Minutes,  now  In  my  hands.  A  copy  of  this,  marked  No.  I, 
goes  herewith.  The  action,  as  I  think,  was  approved  by  the  Rev.  Classls  of  Amster- 
dam In  a  certain  letter,  part  of  which  reads  about  as  follows:  "Further,  that  your 
Revs.,  In  the  affair  of  Arondeus,  did,  on  September  12, 1763,  finally  decide  the  matter, 
without  any  hope  of  restoration  (restructle).  In  spite  of  the  appeal  of  John  Lott  and 

four  others" Whereupon  several  persons  handed  me  a  letter  In  English,  a 

Dutch  copy  of  which  accompanies  this,  marked  No.  II. 

Not  long  after,  Arondeus  left  Long  Island.  I  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the  party 
differing  with  us  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  marked  No.  Ill,  but  which  that  party 
left  unanswered. 

But  meanwhile  I  made  use  of  Rev.  RItzema,  as  counselor,  although  heretofore  he 
had  been  very  obnoxious  to  them.  It  was  a  long  time  after  that  he  wrote  me  a 
letter  of  which  a  copy  Is  enclosed,  marked  No.  IV.  To  this  I  wrote  a  reply,  a  copy 
of  which  also  I  send  your  Revs.,  marked  No.  V. 

Thereupon,  on  Nov.  6,  1754,  three  delegates  came  to  my  house,  asking  me  to  draw 
up  a  Plan  with  a  view  to  peace  and  union.  To  which  I  replied,  that  I  would  gladly 
do  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  this,  I  think  I  did.  A  copy  of  this  Plan  goes 
herewith,  marked  No.  VI;  also  a  copy  of  their  reply,  marked  No.  VII.  But  this 
reply  was  without  signatures,  the  reason  of  which,  any  Intelligent  man  who  reads 
It,  can  guess. 

Meanwhile,  they  were  all  the  time  secretly  at  work  about  getting  a  minister  by 
themselves.  To  this  fact  the  Messrs.  Vrooman,  Marinus  and  Freyenmoet  can  bear 
witness.  But  as  these  gentlemen  were  eager  only  on  giving  satisfaction  to  both 
parties  In  the  best  way,  as  the  last  named  himself  told  me,  they  were  dropped  by 
them.  And  that  faction  of  those  who  had  always  boasted  that,  for  their  money, 
they  could  get  the  best  minister,  found  themselves  deceived  In  the  end.  In  the 
meantime,  a  report  was  spread  that,  at  Hackensack  there  was  a  minister  who,  upon 
the  arrival  of  a  second  minister,  lost  a  considerable  portion  of  his  followers,  and 
was  obliged  most  of  the  time  to  conduct  service  before  a  very  small  congregation. 
I  was  told  of  this  on  good  authority,  Mr.  Goetschlus  being  present.  Now,  the  fact 
to  that  his  Rev.  was  the  one  who  has  the  large  following.  Such  a  circumstance  Is, 
Indeed,  a  hard  thing  for  flesh  and  blood  to  bear;  and  so.  If  there  was  any  minister 
to  be  got  for  them,  that  would  be  the  man,  (Rev.  Curtenlus),  especially  If,  Instead 
of  eighty  pounds,  his  Rev.  were  now  promised  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds.  New 
York  money,  although  It  Is  this  [Illegible]  .    The  matter  was  Inquired  Into, 

though  this  was  done  against  the  wish  of  some,  and  the  result  was  favorable.  It  Is 
no  wonder  that  some  did  not  want  the  Inquiry  to  be  made,  for  the  man,  as  I  hear, 
to  hard  to  understand,  and  this  Infirmity  will  doubtless  not  grow  better  with  age. 
So  far  as  I  am  Informed,  however,  a  difficulty  had  arisen  about  a  call,  which  had 
been  mismanaged,  and  about  which  complaint  has  been  already  made  to  the  Rev. 
Classls. 

But  when  It  comes  to  carrying  out  the  matter  In  the  best  way,  a  difficulty  presents 
Itself.  Counsel  was  taken  with  RItsema,  a  man  who  has  the  name  of  having  an 
eye  to  gain,  a  man  who  carries  away  also  the  funds  of  our  Coetus,  and  was  unwill- 
ing to  render  an  account.  Report  has  It  that,  for  one  sermon,  he  took  twenty-five 
pounds,  but  I  do  not  undertake  to  prove  this,  as  It  was  a  work  of  darkness.  What 
I  believe  of  It  I  keep  to  myself.  That  roan*s  own  communications  will  sufficiently 
exhibit  him  to  the  very  Rev.  Assembly,  as  will  also  a  letter  which  he  wrote  me 
about  that  matter,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this,  marked  VIII. 

To  return  to  the  business  proper:  Shortly  after  the  sending  of  that  letter,  three 
men  came  to  my  house,  and,  as  I  think,  not  wlthont  Ma  a^^r\c«,  %AYft^  xni^  \&  «»^  ^ 
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meeting  of  the  consistory,  saying  that  they  had  something  to  lay  before  that  bodr. 
I  consented,  and  It  was  done.  The  time  for  the  consistory  harlng  anlTed,  apta 
three  men  came  who  presented  a  certain  writing,  but  they  refused  to  gire  t  eoffr 
of  It.  Whereupon  the  meeting  declared  that,  nnder  such  drcnmstances.  It  ffid  set 
care  to  hear  It  read.  The  men  then,  going  aside  for  a  moment,  resolred  that  t  taa 
of  It  should  be  given,  and  with  the  request  that,  as  soon  as  possible  the  ilfflpli 
answer  of  yes  or  no  should  be  given.  A  copy  of  this  I  enclose,  marked  No.  IX,  m 
also  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the  consistory,  marked  No.  X. 

Meanwhile,  a  wonder!  what  happens?  A  report  springs  up  to  the  effect  that  Enr. 
Curtenlus  Is  about  to  come  (to  Long  Island).  He  allowed  his  name  to  be  pubOAii 
by  a  certain  Reader,  (Voorleser)  In  one  of  the  five  churches,  but  not,  as  wai  propff, 
by  me,  as  the  minister,  though  a  preaching  service  was  held  there  every  Siraiir. 
The  Rev.  Oonslstoiy,  hearing  of  this  from  both  sides,  delivered  to  the  Reader  t 
protest,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this,  marked  No.  XI.  They  also  send  tvt 
men  to  Hackensack,  kindly  to  tell  Mr.  Curtenlus,  both  orally  and  in  writing,  to  bi 
careful  about  what  he  was  doing.  A  copy  goes  herewith,  of  this  also,  maiked  Ka 
XII. 

But  all  was  In  vain.  The  man  earnestly  wanted  to  be  on  Long  Island.  Ber. 
Goetschlus  gives  him  a  sort  of  testimonial,  but  It  was  never  shown  me  nor  Bf 
consistory.  I  asked  Rev.  Goetschlus  why  he  had  done  such  a  thing.  He  answerrt- 
"To  be  rid  of  ballast"  To  which  I  replied  that  the  whole  thing  had  been  bs4r 
done,  and  that  I  would  not  have  done  such  a  thing.  Of  this  I  gave  sufficient  piMf 
In  the  case  of  Arondeus,  who  more  than  once  expressed  his  desire  to  have  It,  uA 
that  not  without  consideration,  saying  that  he  was  willing  to  pay  liberally  for  tt. 
My  answer  to  his  Rev.  was,  that  for  that  reason,  I  was  the  less  Inclined  to  do  It 

Mr.  Curtenlus  being  neither  able  nor  willing  to  draw  back,  again  two  men  earn 
to  my  house,  and  not,  as  I  have  reason  to  think,  without  Mr.  Rltxema's  dlrectifls. 
asking  me  If  I  would  Introduce  Mr.  Curtenlus  In  one  of  the  five  churches.  I  pre 
those  men  a  reply,  of  which  I  send  a  copy,  marked  No.  XIII. 

Meanwhile,  Mr.  Curtenlus  arrived  on  Long  Island,  on  May  6th.  On  the  8tb  of  tbe 
same  month  he  had  himself  publicly  inducted  Into  office,  with  the  words  frw 
Isaiah  xzxll:18,  19.  I  kindly  conscntnl  to  offer  prayer,  after  reading  Numbers  zUL 
But  all  was  In  vain.  That  man,  eager  for  reward,  in  one  day,  made  a  hateftl 
church  faction  In  a  church.    O  temporal    O  mores! 

As  for  Mr.  Curtenlus,  he  never  wrote  a  letter,  nor  spoke  a  word  to  me  on  tlik 
whole  business.  And  although,  being  now  here,  where  he  can  see  my  house  froa 
his.  he  has  never  yet  set  foot  in  my  house.  And  thus  also  his  Rev.  hss  uettA 
toward  all  those  whom  he  himself  made  bitterly  hostile  toward  him.  For  that 
reason  I,  too,  am  opposed  to  his  perversity,  having  no  (blank)  for  his  person  (blank- 
worn  off  at  bottom  of  page). 

It  will,  therefore,  be  In  vain  to  attempt  to  secure  for  that  gentleman,  as  a  min- 
ister, a  place  In  their  hearts.  Nevertheless,  his  adherents  talk  as  If,  already,  la 
response  to  their  communications,  the  Rev.  Classis  had  expressed  satlsfactloo  iHtk 
the  arrangement.  They  further  greatly  comfort  themselves  with  the  thought  tbit 
Rev.  Curtenlus  has  a  near  blood  relation  in  the  Rev.  Classis,  who  will  do  his  belt 
for  him,  etc.  (Referring  to  Prof.  Peter  Curtenlus). 

For  tbe  rest,  the  reason  why  I  did  not  write  about  this  business  Is  that  I  bron^t 
It  before  the  Rev.  Coetus.  That  body  has  already  given  Its  utterance  on  It.  sihL  is 
writing,  prohibited  his  Rev.  from  preaching,  as  the  accompanying  document  tbovi. 
marked  No.  XIV.  He  did  not,  however,  regard  this  action  of  the  Coetus.  and  so.  1> 
some  respects,  did  worse  than  Arondeus;  for  he,  when  he  was  forbidden  to  pntck. 
did  keep  quiet  for  a  while.  This  fact  Mr.  Curtenlus  knows,  for  he  himself  helped 
to  enforce  the  action. 

I  thought  1  would  keep  quiet  hereafter,  as  I  am  very  tired  of  disagreements  «1A 
these  stubborn  and  uncYvt\i>W«jv  v««\Aft.  '^W.V  ^em  I  have  had  troubles  dov  ftr 
nine  years,  and  1  desire  «A»o  Xo  r^Wvq^  Vi^^  CAi»8km  ^\  \i(ift\vQaiaM«a.  ^^^cmat  t»  aw** 
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my  more  excitement;  for  It  is  a  comfort  to  me  to  remember  the  words  of  my 
^ther.— If  I  do  not  deceive  myself— "That  I  may  find  favor  with  those  who  fear 
lie  Lord."  I  am  going  to  communicate  to  yoo.  Rev.  Fathers,  my  father's  words  on 
hat  BDbject: 

"Ab  to  your  long  Journey,  I  can  easily  Imagine  how  difficult  it  must  have  been. 
:  am  easily  troubled  at  the  thought  of  it,  but  hope  that,  in  answer  to  our  united 
irayers,  you  will,  by  Gtod's  guidance,  reach,  at  last,  the  place  of  your  desire.  You 
rill  then  have  reason  to  magnify  the  Most  High  with  thanksgiving  for  your  suc- 
esflfal  voyage.  Should  God  permit  me  yet  to  hear  of  that  in  my  old  age,  it  would 
^aa8e  me  to  rejoice  with  my  whole  heart;  I  would  feel  indebted  to  glorify  His 
idorable  and  matchless  name,  not  only  with  the  mouth,  but  also  with  the  heart. 
liy  earnest  and  humble  prayer  to  the  Most  High  is,  that  He  may  bestow  upon  you 
nore  fully  out  of  the  abundance  of  His  grace,  and  make  you  ever  more  fit  for  your 
ninistry;  that  He  may  cause  you  to  find  favor  with  the  Inhabitants  of  Long  Island, 
ind  particularly  with  those  In  your  place  who  fear  the  Lord,"  etc. 

My  aged  father  was  permitted  to  hear  this  before  his  death.  But  of  all  my  many 
ftdTersitles  I  never  wrote  my  father,  well  knowing  that  such  information  would  be 
»f  no  comfort  to  him  in  his  old  age.  The  time  for  him  to  hear  such  things  Is  now 
paat;  for,  at  the  age  of  eighty- two,  he  fell  asleep,  and  his  place  is  already  filled 
igain.  I  doubt  not  but  that  now  he  is  enjoying  the  reward  of  the  upright,  which 
[,  too,  am  striving  for.  Henceforth  I  commend  my  way  to  God,  and  to  His  adorable 
providence,  assured  that  He  knows  better  than  I  do  what  is  for  my  good  and  happi- 
ness. For  surely  we  know  that  *'He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered 
him  up  for  ub  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  Him  also  freely  give  us  all  things."  Rom. 
B:82. 

Did  the  Rev.  Classls  have  something  to  ask  of  me?  I  too  have  something  to  ask, 
namely,  that  it  may  please  the  Rev.  Classls  to  give  me  its  helping  hand,  so  that 
I  may  get  my  salary,  in  amount,  five  or  six  hundred  pounds,  in  order  that  I  may 
not  only  support  my  family,  but  also.  If  it  please  God,  bring  up  my  son,  who  Is  now 
at  the  end  of  his  seventh  year,  in  the  sacred  ministry;  for  he  is  of  a  line  of  chris- 
tian ancestry.  His  father  is  a  minister,  and  so  was  his  grandfather,  after  whom  he 
is  named.  The  latter  had  also  two  uncles,  already  deceased,  who  were  ministers, 
and  three  nephews,  who  are  still  living,  (in  the  same  profession). 

N.  B.  Rev.  Sirs,  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  If  I  were  but  willing  to  take  part  in 
their  iniquity,  and  if  I  did  but  side  with  them  and  against  the  other  party,  as  indeed 
I  have  been  asked  to  do.  Mr.  Gurtenlus  ought,  humanly  speaking,  never  to  have 
come  here,  but  the  poople~(bIank— illegible). 

Ulpianus  Van  Slnderen,  V.  D.  M. 

In  Kings  County  on  Long  Island. 

Flatbush,  June  22,  1756. 


CORJELESPONDSNCB  FROM!  AMERICA. 

The  Consistory  of  New  York  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  July 

10,  1756. 

Portfolio  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  Vol.  xxiii.     453-5. 

New  York,  July  10,  1756. 
Very  Rev.,  Much  Respected  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

Your  Revs,  writing  under  date  of  Jan.  13,  1766,  signed  by  the  Rev.  W.  Peilfers  and 
R.  Schutte,  came  duly  to  hand  in  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  was  read  in  our  con- 
sistory. But  every  one  of  us  listened  to  it  with  extreme  astonishment.  We  were 
not  able  to  understand  what  could  have  moved  your  Revs.,  or  what  reason  we  could 
liave  glyen  your  Revs.,  to  write  ub  in  such  a  strain,  with  such  oeyet^  «i.vc^^%V^\\% 
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and  undeserved  rebukes.  What  have  we,  the  Church  of  the  City  of  New  Toit,  tacl 
In  what  have  we  sinned  so  heavily,  to  be  reprimanded  by  your  Bevt.  in  nek  i 
way? 

1.  We  have  never  meddled  in  the  matter  of  Rev.  Haaghoort  concerning  Puma 
either  to  favor  or  to  injure  him.  We  have  never  given  a  final  decision  on  that  am, 
but  declined  to  do  so.  With  your  own  eyes,  your  Revs,  can  see  this  from  tlie  ob- 
ntes  of  our  consistory,  which  Bev.  Bltsema  has  forwarded  to  your  Revs,  for  tk 
purpose  of  showing  your  Bevs.  how  we  have  conducted  ourselves  In  this  aflUr;  ih^ 
at  the  request  of  Bevs.  Haaghoort,  Bltsema,  and  de  Ronde  we  wrote  ooty  at  fk 
end  of  his  Bev's.  letter.  It  is,  indeed,  true,  that  that  affair  about  Paramos  txm 
only  from  one  side  before  our  consistory;  also,  that  In  regard  to  the  newly  oipi- 
tsed  Coetus,  (that  is  true?)  of  which  mention  was  made  In  Rev.  Haaghoort's  imer, 
but  not  that  our  ministers  or  the  consistory  approve  and  hold  to  be  true  that  en- 
munication  which  was  signed  by  Rev.  Haaghoort  aa  Director,  aa  your  Bevs.  smb 
to  understand  it    (See  Nov.  25,  17SI.) 

On  the  contrary,  our  ministers  have,  with  us,  been  unwilling  to  give  any  dedfki 
In  that  matter.  We  did  not  want  to  enter  into  it,  unless  both  parties  shoold  derin 
to  leave  It  to  us  for  Judicial  action.  For  that  reason  also  we  did  not  try  to  Imprm 
the  style  or  spelling  (of  that  document)  but  paid  attention  only  to  the  points  wUch 
were  presented  to  us,  without  giving  a  single  opinion  on  them.  Therefore,  if  tmt 
Revs,  will  take  it  in  good  part,  it  was  simply  a  misconception  (on  your  part)  thit 
our  ministers  and  consistory  had  given  their  approval  (to  that  document.) 

2.  Moreover,  Rev.  Sirs,  what  have  we  to  do  with  the  quarrels  and  dispnteifll 
churches  outside  at  New  York?  Or  how  is  it  that  the  church  of  this,  our  etty. 
should,  with  your  Revs.,  come  into  such  special  consideration,  as  if  all  the  cbmckci 
were  under  our  Jurisdiction.  That  would  be  just  as  if  we  should  by  ''AmsterdaB". 
understand  all  the  seven  Provinces  with  the  cltlos  and  villages  belonging  to  tlm. 
together  with  their  churches.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  Rev.  Classls  does  not  jft 
quite  understand  the  situation  in  this  our  country.  We  have  reason,  also,  to  ut 
how  it  can  be  consistent  with  prudence,  righteousness  and  christian  discretion,  nek 
things  as  christian  ministers  ought  especially  to  practice,  to  treat  their  bretluci 
thus;  to  charge  them  with  such  evil-doings  as  though  they  were  destroyers  of  ttet 
Temple  which,  day  by  day,  they  are  Jealously  endeavoring  to  build  up. 

Can  we  help  It,  that  In  other  churches,  outside  of  this  city,  as  those  on  Lob{ 
Island  and  elsewhere,  affairs  are  In  such  confusion?  And  that  people  bite  ia^ 
devour  one  another?  We  are  heartily  sorry  for  such  things,  and  often  put  fortl 
our  efforts  to  quiet  them,  although  for  the  most  part  we  come  off  with  Ingratltiir 
and  vexation.  And  are  we  the  New  York  churches  to  be  counted  among  tboff 
churches,  by  your  Revs.,  as  though  we  strengthened  them  in  their  disputes,  ail 
conspired  with  the  disobedient?  Whereas,  here  In  New  York,  we  are  enjoybiss*' 
rest  and  peace  that  we  may  boldly  say,  there  are  to  be  found  few  churches,  wbetto 
here  or  elsewhere.  In  which  things  are  done  In  such  a  peaceful  and  orderly  maoBcr- 
How  then  must  it  grieve  all  of  us  to  be  counted  with  the  multitude  of  socb  ^efIa^ 
tory  ones,  haters,  envious  persons,  self-seekers,  and  such  as  keep  up.  and  oontlaK 
In  quarrels  and  disputes— things  In  which  we  have  no  part  nor  lot. 

3.  Then  for  you  to  bring  up  again  those  old  matters  of  the  year  1748!  Wbstktf 
the  consistory  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  do  with  them,  that  they  should  be  edM 
to  account  for  them?  It  has  never  meddled  with  those  things.  If  Rev.  RitiMa 
wrote  your  Bevs.  privately,  about  them,  why  not  reply  privately?  In  a  word," 
long  as  there  has  been  a  church  in  this  city,  we  do  not  think  that  the  Rev.  O^ 
has  ever  ventured  to  write  to  our  consistory  In  such  a  way  before.  Surely,  we  oll^ 
write  much,  and  that  Justly,  In  reply  thereto:  but,  since  we  seek  to  live  inV^ 
with  your  Revs.,  It  must  suffice  that  WES— who  are  glad  to  show  your  Ben.  iD 
proper  respect,  and  arc  willing  enough  to  listen  to  your  fraternal  counsel  at  ot<** 
sions  arise,  but  wVio  can*  n^NeTlliftleas,  not  bear  to  fall  under  your  Reva  anpW* 
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and  to  haye  oar  good  name  violated,  that  WE  BEQUEST  yoor  Revs,  most  kindly, 
not  to  take  ns,  who  are  in  this  church,  for  such  a  quarrelsome  and  uncharitable 
set  of  people,  etc.;  and  not  to  accnse  us  of  such  unchristian  dolugs;  also  that  you 
would  apply  such  severe  rebukes  to  the  right  subjects  who  are  justly  deserving  of 
them. 

Your  Revs,  may  rest  assured  that  we,  looking  up  to  God.  shall  use  every  possibly 
means  for  the  preservation  of  the  love,  peace  and  edification  of  the  church.  We 
also  hope  that  your  Revs,  counsels  and  admonitions  may  cooperate  to  the  same  end 
In  the  other  churches  of  this  country,  in  order  that  the  true  Zlon  may  l>e  built  upon 
right  and  Immovable  foundations. 

We  conclude  with  the  hearty  wish  for  Jehovah's  salutary  blessing  upon  your  Revs, 
persons,  assembly  and  sacred  ministry,  naming  ourselves,  with  all  respect. 
Very  Rev.,  Much  Respected  Sirs  and  Brethren? 

Your  Very  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethreu, 

Lambertus  de  Ronde,  Bcc.  h.  t.  Praeses 
Joannes  RItxema,  V.  D.  M. 
Elders.  Deacons. 

Abraham  Lefferts.  Theodore*  Van  Wyck 

Joris  BrinckerhofT  Ck>rnellus  Clopper,  Jr. 

G.  Johnson  John  Breevort 

Jas.  Roosevelt  Anthony  ten  Byck 

Corn.  Wynkoop  Peter  Keteltas 

Elbert  Maerlng  Peter  Bogert 

Richard  Van  Dyck 
Gerard  Wm.  Beekman. 
Church  Masters. 
Isaac  Roosevelt 
Dirk  Brinckerhotr 
Johannes  Durje 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsteirbam. 

Signing  and  Reading  the  Formulae  of  Concord. 

1756,  July  19th.  Art  xxxiii  ad  33.  The  Classis  is  careful 
that  this  article  be  maintained.  The  Classis  also  wishes  that  the 
Synod  of  Gelderland  would  be  content  among  themselves,  as  the 
circumstances  of  their  affairs  requira  Let  them  manifest  their 
own  watchful  care,  without  further  urging  the  concurrence  of  the 
Synod ;  for  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  would  give  occasion  to  dis- 
turbance rather  than  edification.  The  Classis  charges  its  dele- 
gates, in  case  a  resolution  should  be  adopted  in  regard  to  this, 
contrary  to  its  expectation,  to  take  it  ad  referendum.  Further, 
this  Assembly  awaits  the  report  of  the  Rev.  Deputt.     xiii.     109. 

Report  of  the  Committee  ad  res  Exteras. 

Art  xi.  The  Messrs.  Committee  ad  res  Exteras  reports  an 
etztract  from  a  letter  of  Theodore  Frielingliwj^ea,  TCLVCLVi^x  ^X. 
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St.(  t)  Albany,  of  Febroaiy  20,  1756.  This  letter  serves  as  an 
aooampaniinent  to  the  Acta  of  the  Coetus,  as  they  call  it^  hdd  it 
New  York  October  7, 1755,  and  following  days.         xiiL    114. 


Thb  Synod  of  North  Holland,  Jui-y  27-Auoubt  6,  1758, 
Condemning  thb  Action  of  the  "  Coktus,"  nr  Tuxms 

ITSELF  INTO  A  ClASSIS. 

Article  46,  Second  Part^  pp.  35-37,  VoL  63.     [First  Part  relitei 

to  Pennsylvania.] 

(NEW  YORK) 

Further,  Bov.  Boskoop  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  t 
bundle  of  sealed  papers,  addressed  to  this  High  Assembly,  "MA 
the  Committee  thought  related  to  the  Pennsylvania  Church,  but 
on  opening,  found  that  they  were  sent  from  New  York  in  Nardi 
America.  Although  the  Committee  could  well  enough  have  wiA- 
drawn  itself  from,  this  difficult  work,  seeing  that  the  New  Yock 
churches,  subordinated,  as  they  are,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdaio, 
have  no  connection  with  those  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  this  matter 
might  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  special  c(Hninitt6e,  yet 
to  serve  the  Christian  Synod  and  to  expedite  its  business,  the  com- 
mittee consented  to  take  it  in  hand. 

I.  These  papers  contain : 

A.  Three  letters  written  by  Rev.  (Theodore)  FrelinghnjseD, 
minister  at  Albany,  to  Rev.  Haaghoort,  minister  at  Seoond  River- 
all  relating  to  a  Plan,  or  Project,  devised,  as  it  seems  by  Bsi^. 
Frelinghuysen,  not  only  to  form  among  them  an  Ecdesiastical 
Classis,  but  also  to  establish  an  Academy  or  Seminary. 

1.  The  first  letter  dated  Jan.  27,  1755, 

(a)  Serves  to  make  known  this  purpose,  (as  voted  on  by  ssTeral 
churches),  to  Rev.  Haaghoort,  and  to  show  him  the  benefit  of  it; 

(b)  To  ask  Rev.  Haaghoort  to  attend  the  meeting  called  for  tk 
29  th  of  that  month  at  Hackensack  for  the  purpose  of  ooof erring 
about  it 

2.  The  second  letter,  written  Jan.  30,  1756  ia  designed  to  ge^ 
Rev.  Haaghoort  \jo  coii^etA.  tft  that  Plan. 
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1766 
8.  The  third  letter,  dated  April  17,  1756,  contains 

(a)  A  notification  of  an  action  taken  by  the  churdieB  with  a 
lew  to  presenting  that  Plan  to  the  Christian  Synod  and  asking 
lat  very  Rev.  Assembly  for  its  ratification  and  support 

(b)  A  request  addressed  to  Eev.  Haaghoort,  that  with  an  elder 
rom  his  chnrch,  he  would  go  to  New  York  to  attend  the  meeting 
r  Conference  called  there  for  the  27th  of  May,  and  to  help  in 
romoting  that  matter  and  bringing  it  to  completion. 

B.  Some  documents  that  related  to  those  letters,  such  as — 

1.  A  protest  of  Bev.  Haaghoort  against  the  Conference 
Lssembly, 

(a)  Showing  the  illegality,  the  baseless  nature,  the  bad  faith 
nd  the  undue  haste  which  characterized  Rev.  Frelinghuysen^s 
Proceedings  in  this  matter;  likewise  the  consequences  which,  he 
Bared,  would  result  in  the  event  of  its  being  carried  out; 

(b)  Protesting,  therefore,  against  everything  which  had  been, 
nd  further  might  be  done  in  that  matter; 

(c)  Demanding  a  copy  of  the  transactions  of  that  Assembly 
nd  of  everything  that  related  to  it,  with  a  view  to  his  setting 
orth  the  matter  before  the  Synod  of  South  Holland,  and  especially 
iat  of  North  Holland. 

2.  This  protest  was  fortified  by  yet  two  other  documents. 

(a)  A  certificate  given  by  the  consistories  of  Philipsburg  and 
lortland  Manor,  dated  June  18,  1755,  serving  as  a  closer  con- 
!Tuction  of  what  Rev.  Haaghoort  had  taken  exception  to,  in  his 
rotest  against  Rev.  Frelinghuysen ; — requesting  to  be  considered 
9  taking  part  with  Rev.  Haaghoort  in  protesting  against  it. 

(b)  A  letter  accompanying  this  protest  sent  to  the  Synod, 
Lgned  by  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  by  four  other  ministers,  and  four 
lembers,  besides.  In  this  letter  they — complain  that  in  that 
fonferenoe  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  request  of  Rev.  Haag- 
oort;  that,  having  broken  down  the  Coetus,  it  had  at  the  same 
ime  changed  itself  into  an  extraordinary  Coetus,  and  had  taken 
dch  action  and  exercised  such  power,  as  must  bring  in  its  wake 
[le  destruction  of  many  churches;  they  request  that,  not  only  for 
iiemselves,  but  also  for  the  churches  of  Second  River,  Paramus^ 
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Tappan,  Hackensack  and  Schraalenberg,  they  may  be  ooosidari 
as  likewise  protestingy  as  did  also  the  Consistoxy  of  New  Yoik; 
they  refer  themselves  to  what  has  been  more  fully  written  to  Ik 
Rev.  Classis  of  AmsterdauL 

II.  The  Committee,  after  having  read  and  discussed  Act 
papers, 

A.  At  first  thought  that  this  matter  had  not  yet  oome  to  itifii 
maturity,  because  Bev.  Frelinghuysen,  while  he  seems  to  have  ha 
appointed  by  that  so-called  Conf  erenoe  Assembly  to  cross  over  to 
Holland  and  to  present  the  known  request  to  the  Christian  Spoi, 
had  not  yet  arrived,  and  so  the  matter  might  as  well  be  postpoMi 
until  more  light  had  been  received  from  Kev.  Frelin^ujsen. 

B.  Nevertheless,  having  afterwards,  to  gain  more  li^t,  eot- 1 
ferred  with  the  Brethren  from  Amsterdam,  they  changed  tkr  I 
mind,  and,  in  order  to  heal  the  disruptions  of  those  chuidHi  •  I] 
soon  as  possible,  they  have,  upon  the  information  given  by  tlietfil 
Brethren  from  Amsterdam,  oome  to  the  conclusion  that  ibe  9Btk 
of  this  Synod  might  write  to  the  churches  of  New  York: 

1.  That  the  Christian  Synod  can  in  no  wise  aUow  a  Ckasis  to 
be  formed  in  that  country — for  the  very  same  reasons  which  fc 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  had  at  length  laid  before  them: — to  go  to 
work  thus  out  of  concert  (de  concert)  with  a  Classis  [init 
pendently)  to  which  they  seem  indeed  to  stand  in  the  chx^ 
relation. 

2.  That  the  project  of  establishing  an  Academy  or  SeminiiJ 
must  be  held  to  be  impracticable,  and  not  much  more  than  an  ifr 
fancy,  because,  without  doubt,  capable  persons  are  wanting  fc 
Professorships ;  or,  if  such  might  be  found  there,  or  later  oo* 
there,  there  is  not  the  least  fund  for  their  support 

3.  That  the  Christian  Synod  advises  them  to  continue  m  c*" 
respondence  with,  and  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  AmsterdiiL 
and  to  turn  back  as  one  man,  to  restore  the  unhappily  brota 
Coetus ;  and  they  add,  that  the  actions  which  have  been,  or  i« 
future  might  be  taken  by  the  one  or  the  other  separate  part  then* 
must  be  declared  void  and  held  as  of  no  value. 

4.  For  tio^  T^\*)  \]bfi^  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  tbq^  o^ 
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sideed  to  be  sharply  rebuked  for  all  their  quarrels  and  dissen- 
Lons — ^which  are  but  fed  the  more  by  these  and  such  like  things ; 
nd  earnestly  exhorted  to  restore  the  observance  of  peace,  mutual 
Dve  and  harmony,  in  order  that  the  Zion  of  Qod  may  be  built  up 
D  those  places  without  the  sound  of  the  hammer. 

This  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  Synod,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  matter  were  thanked  for  their  trouble  by  the 

^resident 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebbam. 

Kev.  Le  Fevre  Called  to  Surinam. 

1756,  Sept.  6th.  Art.  3.  There  was  read  a  letter  from 
At.  van  Meel,  as  secretary  of  the  Suriname  Society,  containing 
.  request  from  the  Messrs.  Directors  of  that  Society,  that  Kev. 
SHah  Le  Fevre,  at  present  French  minister  at  Voorburg,  and 
ppointed  French  minister  of  the  Walloon  Church  in  Suriname, 
lay  be  further  qualified  ecclesiastically.  The  instrument  of  ap- 
ointment  was  also  exhibited  by  Bev.  Le  Fevre,  who  thereupon, 
Fter  showing  very  laudable  certificates  from  his  Voorburg  Church, 
as  called  ecclesiastically  by  the  Classis  to  the  ministry  of  the 
iiirch  in  Suriname;  and  Deo  Volente,  shall  be  installed  at  the 
aart  January  Classis  when  he  shall  have  taken  leave  of  his  church 
•  Voorburg.  He  shall  be  given  an  extract  of  thia  Quod 
Lotum.  xiii.  115,  116. 

Report  of  the  Committee  ad  res  Exteras. 

Art  12  ad  Art.  xi.  The  Messrs.  Committee  read  an  answer 
»  the  letter  of  Rev.  Frielinghuysen,  as  also  one  to  the  letter  of 
^kkering.  These  answers  were  approved,  with  expression  of 
tanks  to  the  Committee,  and  the  request  that  they  be  forwarded. 

Those  gentlemen  communicate  also  a  letter  from  Rev.  Yver  of 
^ramaribo,  of  June  15,  1756,  requesting  a  dismissal  from  his 
Efice  there.  He  shall  be  written  to,  to  the  effect  that  the  Classis 
^ving  seen  his  dismission  therefrom,  it  also  dismisses  him  so  far 
i  it  is  concerned,  although  reluctantly. 

Rev.  Schutter  also  commimicates  a  letter  from  John  EUes,  of 
hiracoa  of  June  1, 1756,  to  himself,  speaking  of  later  information 
^liidi  he  will  write  about  his  work.  iXyv  Wft- 
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1756 

Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

Acts  of  the  Deputies,  Sept.  6,  1766. 

{  No.  247.     See  Answer,  No.  62. 

1.  Letter  from  Bov.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  dated  E^  % 
(20?)  1756. 

1.  He  wishes  to  have  it  understood  that  the  Reformed  DolA 
ministers,  instead  of  being  zealous  for  the  Doctrines  of  the  TM 
which  are  according  to  salvation,  allow  their  hands  to  hang  down 
slack. 

(1).  The  Presbyterian  Brethren  have  now  for  a  long  time  kdd 
their  Presbyteries  and  Synods ;  and  in  recent  years  have  institoked 
a  College  in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 

(2).  And  that  the  Episcopalians  are  advancing  vnth  lively  st^; 
and  they  will  gain  ground,  especially  if  they  attain  their  objed 
in  the  College  begun  in  New  York. 

(3).  The  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  meanwhile,  is  in  a  deeolite 
condition : 

(a)  It  has  neither  a  Classis  nor  a  Synod ;  neither  has  it  anySenn- 
nary  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  wish  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  study  of  the  learned  languages,  on  the  sciences,  or  the  aits, 
or  particularly,  Sacred  Theology. 

(b)  There  are  many  churches  without  pastors,  and  which  do 
not  know  how  or  whence  they  arc  to  be  supplied. 

2.  Thereupon,  he  further  says,  that  the  time  has  come  that  tiieir 
eyes  are  somewhat  opened ;  that  by  far  the  greatest  portion  rf 
the  churches,  in  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
have  entered  into  an  agreement  or  pledge,  (imie  of  verbond)  to 
put  forth  all  their  endeavor  to  be  formed  into  a  Reformed  Classfa, 
according  to  God's  Word,  and  in  harmony  with  the  Synod  <rf 
Dort ;  and  to  institute  an  Academy,  Seminary  or  Training-school, 
(Kweekschool)  for  the  propagation  of  pure  learning,  in  order  thit 
the  Lord's  Temple  may  be  built  up  among  them. 

N.  B.  He  speaks  subsequently  of  Tobiases,  Sanballats,  vA 
Geshems,  who  try  to  prevent  this ;  and  he  complainB,  in  particnltf^ 
of  the  Oon&iatoiy,  of  their  chief  Reformed  Church,  first  in  nu^ 
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that  it  has  dealt  disloyally,  and,  in  connection  with  the  ruling 
Arminian  party ;  tends  to  oppress  the  truth  and  piety,  and  to  lord 
it  over  Qod's  heritage.  But  now  that  this  party  had  disappointed 
them,  they  wanted  to  return  to  the  old  regime,  (huishouding.) 
This,  however,  is  bringing  everything  into  confusion.  He  thinks 
that  the  Classis  perceives  this  from  what  has  been  done  by  them, 
(1)  In  sustaining  that  intruder,  Arondeus,  and  oppressing  the 
lawful  minister  of  that  place.  (2)  They  make  things  still  worse 
by  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  wicked  on  Long  Island  and  at 
Hackensack. 

Wherefore  he  asks  that  the  Classis,  which  in  his  opinion  knows 
that  his  church  is  pretty  high-toned,  (gallious),  will  please  aid  him 
and  those  who  agree  with  him,  with  good  coimsel  and  good  deeds, 
in  seeking  the  good  of  Jerusalem.  He  concludes  with  saluta- 
tions, xxiii.  435,  436. 
Answered,  Sept  6, 1756. 

Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Amstbbdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of 
Albany,  Sept  8, 1756.    Vol.  31,  page  113.    No.  62.    xxiv.  52. 

Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother : — 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  Feb.  20th  1756,  accompanied  by  a 
large  document  with  the  title  of  "  Acts  of  the  Regular  Coetus, 
held  in  New  York,  Oct  7th,  1755,^'  the  Classis  briefly  responds 
as  follows :  That  she  has  already  given  her  opinion  expressly  on 
the  matter  of  establishing  a  Classis  and  a  University  in  New  York 
to  the  effect  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  so,  and  it  would  also  be 
harmful.  Having  now  notified  you  of  our  opinion,  she  thinks  it 
unnecessary  to  elaborate  further  on  this  subject 

We  answered  on  Dec.  9th,  1755,  the  letter  dated  Sept.  30, 1755, 
of  the  Rev.  Ritzema,  as  president  and  the  Rev.  Verbryck  as  scribe, 
and  which  was  accompanied  by  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus  of  Sept  17, 
1764.  We  need  only  to  add  that  the  Christian  Synod  (of  North 
Holland),  held  this  year  (1756)  at  Enkhuysen  on  July  27  and  fol- 
lowing days,  to  which  body  a  letter  was  also  written  on  this  busi- 
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ness,  (of  an  American  Classis  and  Unniyersity),  agrees  with  oar 
resolution. 

We  again  request  you  to  unite  yourselves  with  tibe  others  into 
a  Coetus.  This  will  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  correspond  with 
you  in  a  useful  and  successful  way,  for  we  can  accomplish  noUiiiig 
so  long  as  you  remain  divided.  We  declare  all  your  piivite 
Assemblies,  decisions,  censures  and  plans  as  null  and  void.  We 
hope  to  hear  that  this  counsel  of  ours,  so  very  useful  to  yoo,  k 
accepted,  in  order  that  we  may  rejoice  in  your  welfare. 

Having  prayed  for  you  personally  as  well  as  in  your  holy  office, 
and  also  for  the  church  over  which  God  has  placed  you  as  head, 
we  remain,  Rev.  Sir  and  Beloved  Brother,  Your  humble  semnts 
and  brethren,  In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

R  Schutte,  Ecc.  Amst  Depp.  CL  h.  t.  Praeses. 
John  Boskoop,  Ecc.  Amst.  Depp.  CL  h.  t*  Scribt. 

Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Sept.  8, 1756. 

COBRBSPONDENCE  FROM  AmSRICA. 

The  Coetus  of  New  York  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

October  7,  1756. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  II.     Also  in  Vol.  XXTTT.  458-460. 

xxiv.  55. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Much  Respected  Brethren,  Members  of  the  Very  Rev.  Qaasls  ol 
Amsterdam  :— 

Yonr  Very  Revs,  missive  of  December  9,  175S,  despatched  on  January  10,  IISI,  by 
the  shipmaster.  Jan  Waldrong,  we  received  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jorls  Bitock«r- 
hoff,  merchant  and  elder  at  New  York.  He  knows  very  well  that  we  are  the  par- 
ties, to  whom  the  letter  according  to  Its  address,  (The  Ck>etn8  of  New  York)  beloBfs: 
for  we  are  the  tme  and  still  faithful  members  of  the  Ck)eta8  at  New  York,  appototcA 
as  such  by  yonr  Revs. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  yonr  Revs,  now  understand  the  aim  of  onr  (0>ptw 
Assembly  In  changing  Itself  Into  a  Classis,  conformably  to  the  word  of  God  and  the 
Church  Order  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  1618-1619;  as  also  (that  yoa  warn 
understand  our  aim)  In  seeking  to  establish  a  SEMINARY.  In  this  tatter  oltfect 
Rev.  Theodore  Prlellnghuysen  of  Albany  has  been  the  prime  mover.  Bat.  Uwtk 
Respected  Brethren,  we  freely  confess  that  we  have  never  been  able  to  vndentMri 
why  the  establishment  of  a  Seminary,  (to  which  the  Coetus,  as  well  as 
hnysen,  who  Is  a  menVbet  ot  \\.«  \a  VqcW&i^N,  vltv^^ld  aubvert  oar  plana  for  a 
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Your  RevB.  were  Informed  of  this  proposal  (for  a  Glassls)  in  a  letter  of  September 
SO,  1766,  signed  by  five  ministers  and  four  elders.  This  was  a  fall  year  after  the 
action  of  the  above  named  Coetas,  which  was  gathered  together  at  that  time, 
Indeed,  without  oar  knowledge.  As  to  "Academies"  subverting  the  plans  for  the 
organisation  of  "Glasses",  we  are  of  opinion  that,  (to  use,  with  your  Revs,  permis- 
sion, your  Revs,  own  pleasantries),  all  the  great  and  small  lights  in  the  Ecclesias- 
tical—Heavens cannot  lead  us  to  take  that  view.  This  is  possibly,  because  the 
constellation  of  the  five  above  named  planets,^  with  their  satellites,  [certain  elders] 
owing  to  their  great  -distance  from  the  Sun,t  send  forth  a  brighter  light  toward  the 
Becleslastical-Heavens  of  Septentrio  and  Orion,^*  than  toward  our  warmer  horizon, 
where  we  are  better  acquainted  with  them,  and  are  more  s^isltive  to  their  influ- 
ences. However,  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  time  when,  with  the  coming  season 
of  spring,  the  Sun  of  Truth  will  throw  its  beams  more  northward  over  the  American 
Bcclesiastical  Heavens,  which  Boreas  has  w^I  nigh  chilled.  Then  the  light  of  those 
planets  will  become  somewhat  dimmer,  and  the  Major  of  the  Bast— if  something  of 
the  old  astronomy  still  sticks  to  him— will  understand  that  the  phenomenal  [treas- 
ni«?]  now  in  the  American  Bcclesiastical  Heavens,  erroneously  calculated,  by  the 
five  formally  referred  to  Almanac-makers,  is  a  star  which  will  give  them.  Majors 
occasion  to  open  their  treasures.  This  will  be  to  the  grief  and  reproach  of  the 
Herodians.  These  things  will  then  be  sources,  not  only  of  money,  but  of  wisdom 
also,  for  fitting  up  that  Castle  in  the  Air  of  an  Academy;  and,  along  with  it  will  be 
the  christian  youth,  swarming  in  the  ether  of  those  Bccleslafltlcal  Heavens,  who 
will  be  set  apart  for  the  Sacred  Ministry.    [Very  difficult  to  translate.  1 

We  cannot  conceal  the  grief  which  we  feel  that  your  Revs,  received  from  the  five 
above  alluded  to  ministers,  such  misinformation;  intimating  that  we,  having  left 
the  Coetus,  had  together  with  Rev.  Theodore  Frielinghuysen,  set  up  a  new  0>etus, 
etc.  How  contrary  to  truth  this  is,  your  Revs,  can  see  well  enough  from  the  con- 
duct of  Rev.  Ritzema.  He.  in  opposition  to  the  action  of  the  Glassls  and  the  Coetus, 
appointed  a  meeting  at  Flatbush,  and  installed.  Rev.  Curtenius  as  the  successor  of 
Arondeus  there.  The  same  may  be  understood  from  the  doings  of  Rev.  Haaghoort 
at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburg.  In  opposition  to  many  petitions  of  the  neighbor- 
ing ministers,  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  appoint,  at  Hackensack.  certain  dissatis- 
fied members  of  those  churches  as  elders  and  deacons;  and  thus  he  organised  a  fulF 
antl-oonslstory.  For  this  act  the  Assembly  of  the  Rev.  Goetus,  which  had  been* 
specially  called  for  that  purpose,  suspended  his  Rev.  and  disciplined  those  members. 

Nevertheless,  his  Rev.  installed  those  men.  helped  them  in  calling  Rev.  Schuyler,, 
and  installed  him,  when  he  came,  in  their  two  houses  of  worship.  Rev.  Van  der 
Llnde  also  took  all  this  in  good  part.  What,  then,  would  be  the  position  of  those 
gentlemen,  if  their  Revs,  were  plainly  told  that  there  is  still  a  Coetus,  and  that  we 
constitute  that  0>etu8?  They  would  have  to  deny  it,  or  they  would  not  have 
earned  the  money  received  for  such  conduct.  Their  work  also  would  then  be  illegal, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  the  ecclesiastical  discipline  exercised  on  them  would  be 
legal. 

Your  Revs,  complain  about  the  unsuitable  character  of  the  composition,  and  the 
obscurity  of  the  Minutes,  and  of  the  f&ct  that  the  churches  consented  to  the  organi- 
latlon  of  a  Glassls.  But,  presently,  your  Very  Revs,  will  better  understand  this 
whole  matter,  when  you  come  to  consider  how  treacherously  and  preposterously 
Bey.  Rltaema  has  acted  in  sending  over  the  reports,  in  order  to  make  the  matter 
obscure  and  distasteful  to  your  Revs.  His  Rev.  and  the  others  of  his  party  attended 
the  meeting  which  sought  to  make  a  Glassls,  and  actually  demanded  one.    But  this 
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*  Haaghoort.  Curtenius,  Ritzema,  De  Ronde  and  Van  der  Llnde,  being  the  "Oon- 
fwsntle". 

tThe  Glassls  of  Amsterdam. 

*^  Septentrio,  or  Ursa  Maior,  the  Great  Bear,  the  seven  stars  near  the  North  Pole: 
while  Orion  lies  toward  tne  south.    The  remoter  regions  of  the  North  and  South 
mtber  than  nearer  home,  their  light  shines. 

89  .      . 
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they  did.  not  because  they  wmnted  a  Claaals.  bot  In  ofder  that  thcj  might  bmk  ip 
the  Coetos.  This  Tery  thing  Ber.  Haaghoort  boasted  of— that  he  had  cast  of  to 
bonds,  and  then— that  donc^-Qod  pity  ns,  (het  ly  Gode  seklaagd),  they  beat  tkk 
fellow -serTsnts  and  did  eat  and  drink  with  the  drunken.  They  saddened  the  hcuti 
of  the  righteous  by  pertldy.  and  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  imgodly.  la  the  cm 
of  Arondeos.  who  eTen  obtained  a  large  sum  of  money. 

As  the  reasons  glTen  by  the  ReT.  Consistory  of  the  City  of  New  York  agaliut  tk 
Ck>etas.  and  Its  ImproTemcnt  or  change  (Into  a  Classls)  haTe  impressed  your  RefL 
ftiTorably.  with  yoar  ReTS.  permission,  we  will  do  ooraelTes  the  honor  to  rtfij  ts 
them  In  another  letter,  possibly  accompanying  this. 

Bat  we  hsTe  yet  one  observation  to  make:  that  that  CIA>SRD  LETTER  to  tk 
Bynod.  together  with  the  Gdrcnmstantlal  account  glTen  by  Rers.  Cnrtenliis  iii 
RItaema.  (of  Sept.  Srd  1756.]  In  which  they  said  flTe  ministers  acquiesce,  u  nt- 
tloned  In  your  Rcts.  letter.  WAS  not  at  aU  composed  by  order  of  the  Goetm.  bit  If 
JVnrious.  fictitious,  nil.  and  belongs  entirely  outside  the  Coetoa.  Against  such  letter 
we  protest  most  earnestly;  and  we  most  heartily  and  fraternally  beseech  yoor Ben. 
■out  of  the  respect  and  tender  loTe  which  we  haTe  for  your  ReTa.  not  to  be  lnfloeM(4 
bj  that  communication. 

We  are  very  sorry  that  your  Rcts.  have  such  a  dread  of  the  Intended  bBpnTt- 
ment  In  our  church  assembly,  (turning  the  Coetus  Into  a  Classls).  and  that  nt 
lotend,  through  your  commissioners,  to  raise  your  voice  In  the  Synod,  agaiast  the 
change,  at  an  Irregular  enterprise,  and  whose  Infiuence  will  extend  far  Into  th» 
future;  (that  you  Intend  to  oppose  It)  t>efore  your  Revs,  have  been  apprised  of  the 
reasons  which  are  to  be  advanced  In  Its  favor,  and  which  are  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Judgment  of  the  Rev.  Synod. 

The  reasons  which  are  quoted  In  your  Revs,  missive,  collected  out  of  the  citcohr 
letters  sent  to  the  churches,  and  seised  upon  by  your  Revs.— we  have  never  hi4 
these  chiefly  In  mind,  nor  have  we  proposed  them  as  our  only  or  chief  argniiKBts 
to  be  laid  before  the  Classes  and  the  Synods  of  the  Fatherland:  but  these  were  oslj 
to  show  our  own  churches  the  necessity  and  beneflts  of  our  salutary  aim.  And  «e 
hope  your  Revs,  will  before  long  learn,  with  the  Rev.  Synod,  what  churches  treU 
fkvor  of.  and  what  churches  are  against  a  Classls:  that  Is.  with  the  exception  of 
the  parts  and  fragments,  which  Haaghoort  and  Rltzema  have  here  and  there  ten 
off  from  the  regular  churches.  In  order  that  their  Revs,  might  not  be  found  naked. 

We  ask.  l>esldes.  with  all  fraternal  submission,  that  we  may  t>e  permitted  to  refite 
your  Revs,  counter-arguments  and  objections  which  are  noted  In  your  Revt.  cob- 
munlcatlon.  For  this  we  shall  keep  ourselves  prepared  when  occasion  offen.  And 
not  only  before  your  Revs,  and  the  Christian  Synods  of  South  and  North  HoIlaBd. 
but  also  before  the  entire  Reformed  World,  we  shall  demonstrate,  that  the  FOUN- 
DATIONS on  which  we  desire  to  build,  with  God's  help,  our  Dutch  Reformed  Ne* 
Netherland  ZIon.  ARE  NOT  the  "Air  Castles"  of  a  Cartesian  phaimo  (rhrsovrf)  bit 
a  conclave  of  ministers,  nor  the  mere  cu6toms  of  (East)  Indian  Islands,  or  Hotteotft 
shores,  etc..  but  the  FOUNDATIONS  of  the  Apostles  and  Prophets,  of  which  J«o» 
Christ  Is  the  chief  cornerstone;  and  (the  foundations)  of  the  Church  Order,  appointed 
by  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  1618-1C19.  even  the  Constitution  of  the  Refonsed 
Church  Qovernment  in  accord  therewith. 

It  Is  by  this  Plan.  Indeed,  that  we  shall  be  prevented  from  cutting  ourselves  loow 
altogether  from  the  Church  of  the  Fatherland ;  or  from  l>eoomlng  In  chaiaeter.  i 
reproach  to  the  Classls  and  Synods.  And  only  thereby,  alao.  shall  we  be  dettvered 
from  that  power  of  Prelacy,  or  of  Independency,  under  which  we  are  grosslnf- 
Our  aim  Is.  that  we  may  rejoice  together  In  the  exercise  of  Imowledge.  la  eiperi- 
ence.  In  confessjon  and  In  practical  piety;  also  In  the  defense  of  our  most  holr 

Reformed  Faith,  that  thus  we  may  subserve  God's  counsel,   and  afterwaid  ^ 
received  Into  His  Rest 

In  closing,  we  expteia  out  \sAattle«t  acknowledgements  of  your  Beva.  em  *^ 
contlnoed  oftett  ot  oottoav^viQAiic^,  t<(>T  Wa  ^v»»i»\x^sql  ^t  the   weUkrs  of  ^ 
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irchet;  and  we  pray  that  yoor  Bers.  may  be  pleased  to  forsiTe  na.  If  we  haTe 
en  expression  to  anything  which  is  not  becoming.  We  wish  yonr  BeTS.  eTery 
ssing,  and  with  entire  sincere  respect  and  reverence,  as  also  with  a  hearty 
»ther-loTe,  we  sign  and  call  onrselves.  Year  Very  Bevs.  brethren  and  obedient 
rants,  the  Coetoa  at  New  York.    In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  all. 

Samnei  Yerbryck,  p.  t.  Praeses. 

B.  Yrooman,  p.  t.  Scriba. 

oor  Coetnal  Assembly  this  day,  October  7,  1756. 

Ohttboh  op  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  October  8,  1766. 
Consistory  held  etc. 

Present:  Domines  J.  Eitzema  and  L.  de  Bonde. 


leo.  Van  Wyck 
10.  Brevoort 
)r.  Clopper 
eter  Keteltas 
nthony  Ten  Eyck  ^ 


>- Deacons. 


Abram  Lefferts 
Jakobus  Boosevelt 
Simon  Johnson 
Joris  Brinkenhoff 


y  Elders. 


Benj.  Wynkoop 
John  Duryee    1 

Isaac  Bosevelt  V  Church  Masters. 
Abram  Lott      J 

Leases  were  presented  of  two  farms  on  the  Manor,  of  which  one, 
IS  for  Hendrick  Kien,  (?)  being  the  lot  with  the  "Boslot", 
ereby,  marked  -  #  3  on  the  Map ;  the  other  for  Hendrick  Teneur, 
arked  -  #7  on  the  Map.  Whereupon  it  was  agreed  that  the 
al  of  the  church  should  be  affixed.     This  was  done. 

NTONIU8  CURTBNIUS  DiED  OcTOBER  19,  1756.   FRAGMENT  OF 

AN  Obituary. 
Kings  County  in  Mourning: 

»n  account  of  the  happy  decease  of  the  Bey.  Antoniaa  Cortenius,  In  hla  life,  the 
thfol  minister  of  the  five  combined  congregations  of  the  Dotch  Beformed  Chnreh 

Long  Island  In  Kings  County;  and  who  went  to  his  rest  In  the  Lord,  at  his 
ildence  at  Mldwout,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1756,  In  the  69th  year  of  his  life. 
fat.  6:9.    ''Blessed  are  the  peaceable.**    (According  to  Dutch  yerslon). 
This  thought  In  our  Lord's  Sermoui  on  the  Mount  Is,  I  think,  very  appropriate 
3  applicable  to  our  deceased  minister.  Just  mentioned.    I  wlU,  therefore,  attempt 

explain  and  apply  these  words  somewhat  on  that  ground,  keeping  steadily  In 
w  our  late  friend,  well  known  for  his  unusual  loye  of  peace,  and  hla  perseyerlng 
9rts  to  make  peace. 

wlU  speak,  first,  of  the  Disposition— peaceable;  and  then,  of  the  Dlyine  Approval 
1  Promise  respecting  It— Blessed  are  they! 

.  Peaceableness  Is  a  state  of  mind  which  enables  its  ikmhi^m^'k  ^'  ^^^i^«^^  ^\>i^ 
m  resignation  all  that  Js  allotted  from  abOTe,  without  «iiT'y\iii(  fA)i«t%  \Xi^Vt  ^kSX» 
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and  prlTlleses.    The  eje  of  soch  a  one  being  ilnKle,  his  whole  bodj  la  fall  of  DgkL 
Mat.  eitt. 

Thna,  there  are  meant  here  thoee  peaceable  people,  those  peaee-lorlac  friodi  tC 
God  who  with  all  their  powers  aim  at  the  opboUdlng  of  the  Spiritual  JersakBi. 
aikd  try  to  bring  to  It  *'llTlng  stones*',  to  prepsre  them  and  Jota  them  tofethcc, 

1  Pet  2;  and  thus,  through  the  lore  of  Christ 

(Missing)  

Those  who  were  somewhat  acquainted  with  out  deceased  minister  and  kaev  kh 
peaceable  nature  and  disposition,  will.  If  free  from  prejudice,  readllj  see  thtt  tUH 
promise  of  the  SsTlor  Is,  In  many  respects  applicable  to  hia  Bererence.  The  cm- 
gregatlons  of  Kings  County  must  vlTldly  recall,  how  to  their  earnest,  yea,  I  maj 
say,  dlrlne  call— a  call  so  unanimously  offered  to  him,  without  any  effort  os  kk 
part;  for  the  domlne  replied:  that,  before  he  could  consent  to  It.  peace  mart  ta 
made  with  Domlne  Van  Slnderen  and  his  dissatisfied  membership.  Again  and  ipte 
his  ReT.  urged  this  point;  yea,  even  before  accepting  his  call,  he  mads  In  Usesi 
handwriting,  to  Domlne  Van  Slnderen  and  his  friends  an  offer  of  peace  and  friH^ 
ship;  but  this,  too,  was  without  resulL 

It  Is  known  also  that  his  Bct.,  during  his  residence  In  these  parts,  erer  slaee  kh 
SBth  year,  both  In  his  former  charge  and  In  this  his  laat  one,  did  conduct  Uaatf 
like  a  peaceable,  yea  a  peace-making  minister.  In  a  blameless  manner.  AO  his  dbm 
were  directed  to  bring  peace  to  the  alienated  minds  of  the  dlasatlalled  SBemhen  tsi 
to  remove  hinderances.  Indeed,  he  brought  It  so  fkr  at  last  with  his  ConslstsiiM. 
that  they  consented  to  a  general  family  visitation,  to  Invite  all  the  memheis  wttk> 
out  regard  to  partisanship  to  the  Lord's  Most  Worthy  Supper.  With  this,  bit  Ser, 
though  groaning  under  bodily  weakness,  had  made  a  beginning;  and  to  his  comfKt 
It  found  entrance  with  many;  but,  afterwards,  to  his  heart's  sorrow,  he  met  wltk 
uncivil  treatment,  so  that,  vexing  his  righteous  soul  on  account  of  the  fmltlesmsi 
of  the  effort  bis  exhausted  spirits  increasing  his  bodily  weakness  his  Rev.  took  u 
his  bed.  Till  the  last  he  showed  his  love  of  peace.  In  being  reconciled  with  GU 
and  with  ail  men.  After  an  illness  of  about  thirty  days,  he  waa  released  by  t 
peaceful  death,  crying  ont,  at  the  moment  of  parting.  "Death,  where  Is  thy  itiic 
etc."  1  Cor.  16:66-66.  His  dear  congregation,  his  friends,  but,  most  of  sH.  kh 
afflicted  family,  while  unusually  grieved  by  his  desth,  are,  somewhat  refreshed  kr 
his  glorious  word  of  farewell,  and  his  blissful  departure. 

Dear  friends,  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  still  alienated  congregatlona  In  Kinfi 
County,  be  ye  moved  and  stirred  up  by  this  case  of  death,  to  seek  the  desired  peiec 
which  this  peace-loving  care-tsker  of  souls  would  have  bovght  aa  with  his  blood, 
exhsusted.  as  he  was,  by  his  labors  of  love.  Think  of  his  peaceful  efforts,  in  whick 
he  persevered  to  the  end.  Do  not  fail,  then,  to  follow  after  this  wished  for  pesce. 
Remember,  you  will  by  so  doing,  serve  the  Great  Teacher  and  Spiritual  Physidai. 
who  will  sustain  you  with  wisdom  and  power.  If  you  keep  on  in  Hia  work.  Tm. 
you  will,  by  so  doing,  as  Peace-makers,  be  called  God*s  children  here,  snd  kefv* 
aftei^HIs  friends.  Then,  on  putting  off  this  earthly  tabernacle,  you  shsU  htfe  ■ 
house  built  by  God.  And  on  the  Day  of  Recompense  you  shall  hear.  (Mst  S16. 
"Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  Inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  tfct 
foundstion  of  the  world." 

CoRR£SPOND£NCB  FROM  AmEOEUCA. 

The  Opponents  of  the  American  Classis  and  Academy,  or  the 
Conferentie,  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  dated  Novem- 
ber 9,  1756. 

To  the  Rev.  ClasaVa  ol  Amatet^Mn-.— 

Since  the  Rev.  MYuYaleia  aii(^  lE\<Ytta,  ^\«  iX\\\«i\\  V^«iBMtVt^\^5^Hitask«<er- 
Uke.  without  na.  to  ans^^T  t^i^X^ii^x  ^\.\^\.  i<.^  ^x^x^  v.  x>^Mv  t««.,  >„x^.*«^ 
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we  sent  to  you  last  year,  along  with  the  minoteB  of  the  Goetos  for  September,  1764, 
we  cannot  be  silent,  but  most  present  Tsrions  matters  to  you,  without  being  guilty 
of  needless  repetitions  of  things  mentioned.  This  may  seem  to  you  an  eridence  of 
partisanship;  but  we  declare  that  we  hold  nothing  In  the  world  In  so  much  abhor- 
rence, and  desire  that  only  truth  and  peace  should  remain  In  the  midst  of  us,  and 
of  all  God's  congregations. 

Could  we  be  silent  without  Injury  to  God's  cause  and  his  Church?  when  we  daily 
see  and  hear  such  sad  complaints  of  congregations  and  ministers  against  the 
unrighteous  dealing  of  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  C/oetus,  who  desire  to 
dispose  of  ererything  according  to  their  own  views,  and  condemn  In  an  unkind  and 
unmerciful  manner  those  who  will  not  act  with  them,  making  them  out  to  be  dis- 
turbers of  the  peace,  violators  of  the  Church  Order;  and  what  Is  more,  doing  noth- 
ing else  themselves  than  making  disturbances,  as  might  be  shown  by  a  number  of 
examples,  whereof,  however,  these  few  are  enough. 

1.  You  are  aware  how  much  right  the  people  In  Queens  County  had  (considering 
the  behavior  of  Dom.  Van  Slnderen  and  his  party)  to  look  around  for  a  teacher  for 
them,  being  the  old  and  lawful  Consistory.  Their  choice  fell  upon  the  blessed 
Anthony  Curtenlus,  who,  to  the  grief  of  his  friends,  departed  this  life  on  the  19th 
of  October  last.  Yet  this  excellent  character,  known  to  all  for  many  years  as  a 
worthy  divine,  Aas  been  censured  by  the  Coetus,  to  his  pain  and  that  of  his  friends, 
and  to  the  derision  of  them  that  are  without,  while  all  his  course  shows  that  he  has 
been  a  seeker  of  peace  and  quiet,  even  amid  disturbances,  and  that  he  bore  a  good 
conscience  before  God  In  his  work. 

2.  We  keep  our  eye  upon  the  old  congregation  of  Hackensack,  which  Dom.  Cur- 
tenlus has  Just  left.  The  attempt  has  been  made  In  various  ways  to  thwart  them 
In  the  choice  of  a  pastor  In  his  place,  but  the  congregation  has  not  yielded  to  the 
pressure,  but  called  Dom.  John  Schuyler,  of  Schoharie,  of  whose  doctrine  and  life 
we  cannot  speak  of  our  own  knowledge.  He  came  to  the  help  of  the  congregation, 
and  Immediately  was  put  under  censure  by  the  Assembly.  No  notice  was  taken  of 
this;  yet  It  had  sad  consequences,  for  men  tried  as  far  as  they  could  to  make  his 
ministry  fruitless,  and  to  persuade  the  Ignorant  that  It  Is  not  only  unlawful  for 
him  to  administer  baptism,  but  that  such  service,  when  performed  by  him.  Is 
Invalid;  so  that  the  children  that  he  baptizes  cannot  be  heirs  of  their  parents,  but 
must  forfeit  their  Inheritance  Into  the  hands  of  the  King's  Attorney-General,  by 
which  no  small  stir  has  been  created. 

3.  The  censure  Imposed  on  Dom.  Haeghoort  has  not  had  much  Influence  In  his  own 
congregation,  but  has  made  considerable  bustle  in  that  of  New  York.  For  being  in 
the  church  there  one  afternoon,  when  Dom.  Ritsema  preached  and  a  child  was  to 
be  baptized,  he,  according  to  custom,  baptized  It.  Afterward  the  father  came  to 
Dom.  Rltzema,  and  said  that  If  he  had  known  that  Dom.  Haeghoort  had  been  cen- 
sured, he  would  have  taken  the  child  from  him  In  the  face  of  the  congregation. 
This  was  caused  by  one  of  Dom.  Goetschius's  followers  from  Hackensack,  who 
went  to  the  father  and  said,  "Your  child  is  unlawfully  baptized,  because  Dom. 
Haeghoort  Is  under  censure,  and  can  neither  preach  nor  administer  the  sacraments." 
The  New  York  ministers  have  had  much  trouble  to  satisfy  the  man. 

4.  We  turn  to  the  Rarltan  congregation,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dom.  John 
Frelinghuysen,  where  for  two  years  they  have  been  left  almost  without  any  divine 
service,  although  the  congregation  Is  large  and  scattered,  and  affords  work  for  more 
than  two  ministers.  Matters  are  now  a  little  better.  A  great  part  of  the  congre- 
gation was  Induced  to  call  Dom.  Fryenmoet,  (a  fugitive  minister,  who  had  been 
compelled  to  leave  his  place  through  danger  of  the  public  foe;)  but  a  committee  or 
Circle  of  the  Coetus  was  called  In,  who  did  what  they  could  to  remove  him,  and 
now  have  succeeded,  an  account  of  which,  we  doubt  not,  you  will  receive  from  the 
suffered.  The  consequences  of  this  cannot  be  other  than  bitter,  all  the  service  now 
being  rendered  by  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  to  the  dissatlafaction  of 
the  greater  portion  of  the  people.   All  these  thlnga  makQ  X^i^  ^%sda  q1  Cys^N.'o.^  \^\ft- 
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fnl  to  all  who  haTe  any  knowledge  of  tlie  Netherlandish  Choreh  cooatltiitloB.  whkk 
allows  no  lordship  oTer  God's  heritage.  Cooseqnentlj,  their  congregattom,  fnm 
time  to  time,  are  dirlded:  the  congregations  of  New  York,  Albany.  Kingston,  tod 
many  others,  abide  by  their  purpose  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Coetns;  othen 
Issoe  their  calls  with  the  condition  that  the  minister  shall  not  be  a  member  of  it  it 
the  congregations  of  the  Manor  of  LiTingston,  Claverack,  etc.,  haye  already  dose; 
and  we  are  assured  that  the  congregation  of  Long  Island,  made  racant  by  the  desth 
Dom.  Goetschii]8*8  brother  hare,  without  any  call  or  commission,  officiated  for  msic 
Coetos.  Onr  daily  experience  teaches  us  that  It  is  needless  to  state  what  tnlvi 
and  reproach  these  proceedings  must  cause  the  Netherlandish  congregations  txtm 
those  who  are  without. 

6.  No  less  trouble  was  occasioned  to  the  congregations  of  Hackensack,  Schrsalcs- 
bergh.  and  Paramus.  by  Dora.  John  H.  Ooetschlus  and  Henry  Frellnghoysen,  wU, 
hsTlng  In  a  clandestine  way  become  possessed  of  a  copy  ot  the  letter  of  the  Rcr. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  spread  It  abroad  among  ttaa, 
reading  it  OTerywhere,  snd  making  special  explanations  of  It  after  their  own  Ukiaf. 
with  extreme  contempt  of  those  who  hsd  neither  part  nor  lot  In  that  dlsordnly 
Ck>etus  action.  Ooetschlus  and  his  brother  were  not  ashamed  to  say  that  we.  tht 
ministers  who  did  not  act  with  them,  were  already  censured  by  the  Classis.  uA 
that  the  censure  would  presently  come  home  to  us. 

6.  It  is  impossible.  Rev.  Sirs,  to  mention  CTerything.  In  one  word,  the  laws  sf 
the  Coetus  are  trampled  upon  and  despised  by  them.  They  recdre  members  iatt 
the  body  against  Its  fundamental  articles.  They  let  students  preach,  and  those  wks 
have  authorised  them  they  let  go  away  unpunished.  Henry  Frellnghnysen  ssi 
Dom.  Ooetschius's  brother  have,  without  any  call  or  commission,  officiated  for  mtn 
than  two  years  as  ministers  in  congregations,  except  that  they  did  not  administer 
the  sacraments.  They  speak  with  the  utmost  contempt  of  excellent  ministers.  And 
they  care  for  nothing.  If  only  they  can  gnin  their  end.  whether  with  order  or  sltb- 
out,  as  appeared  in  the  last  meeting  of  the  so-called  Coetus  brethren,  when  Unrj 
Frellnghnysen  would  have  constrained  the  Assembly  by  force  to  lay  hands  npos 
him,  without  the  order  of  the  Classis;  and  they  were  compelled  to  turn  him  out  of 
the  Assembly,  and  to  rebuke  his  sealous  associate,  the  so-called  Dom.  Goetschlss, 
who  said,  *'We  have  been  ciphers  long  enough;  if  we  cannot  gain  our  ends,  let  si 
go  to  the  Presbyterians,  whose  ordination  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  NetherUndlafc 
Church." 

Here  we  conclude,  in  the  expectation  that,  so  far  as  you  can,  you  will  check 
these  unruly  proceedings,  that  the  alienation  may  not  become  greater,  and  we  sot 
be  compelled,  for  lack  of  an  answer,  to  lay  our  complaints  regulsrly  before  the  Be?. 
Synod  itself;  for  we  are  weary  of  the  difficulties.  And  this  vre  hope  you  will  tbe 
more  feel  yourselves  bound  to  do,  because  you  cannot  be  unaware  of  the  high 
esteem  which  the  most  of  the  congregations  cherish  for  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 
and  that  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  North  America  care  as  little 
for  the  irregular  censures  of  our  ambitious  Assembly  ss  they  do  for  those  of  Rome. 

Love,  good  counsel,  and  tact,  with  mutual  consideration  and  Indulgence,  most  be 
exercised  here,  or  our  congregations  will  be  torn  apart,  and  another  communJos 
built  upon  our  ruins.  If  we  force  ministers  upon  congregations  against  their  will. 
who  yet  are  to  pay  these  teachers,  the  plan  will  never  succeed.  Men  will  ntber 
go  over  to  other  churches,  or  else  live  without  public  worship,  as  Is  the  case  oo* 
with  hundreds.  If  not  thousands,  of  so-called  Christians  in  this  land,  to  the  grief  of 
all  who  love  the  welfare  of  Zion. 

With  the  highest  esteem.  Rev.  and  Honored  Brethren,  we  subscribe  onrselvei 
your  obedient  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

O.  Haeghoort.  L.  De  Bonds 

J.  Schuyler  B.  Van  Der  LInde. 

J.  Ritxema 

In  oor  ConferentVe,  l^ew  ^otk,  '«\o^.  ^»  VJ»« 
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COBSSSPONDSKCB  FBOM  AmSBIOA. 

16  Consistory  of  Sau^erties  to  the  Synods  of  North  and  South 
Holland,  November  20,  1756.  [Letter  a  forgery.  See 
Dee.  6.] 

High  and  Rt  Rey.  Synod  I 
gh  and  Rt  Rev.  Gentlemen  and  Fathers  of  North  and  Sonth  Holland:— 
Ve  take  upon  onrselves  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  yoor  Rt.  ReT.  Body  the 
non  of  Adrian  Van  Der  Sman,  at  present  a  Vlsltor-of-the-Slclc  in  the  Dutch 
igregation  In  New  Yorlc,  and  onr  very  highly  esteemed  friend.  We  ask  and  pray 
yonr  Rev.  Body  to  be  pleased  to  allow  the  Reverend  Ministers  in  this  country 
promote  (examine  and  ordain)  the  above  mentioned  Mr.  Van  Der  Sman.  to  be 
r  minister  and  pastor;  and  for  that  purpose,  to  send  over  an  Act  anthorlzing 
:h  promotion.  We  make  this  request.  Inasmuch  as  this  Van  Dei^Sman  is  a  man 
high  attainments,  sincere,  modest,  pious,  and  versed  In  theology.  Of  this  not 
ly  the  congregation  of  New  York  is  convinced,  but  we  ourselves  also  know  It 
>m  experience,  for  we  have  often  perceived  his  talents  in  his  speaking.  After 
iture  deliberation,  therefore,  and  before  the  Lord,  we  have  concluded  to  call  the 
ove  named  Van  Der  Sman  as  our  minister  and  pastor,  as  also  we  hereby  do.  We 
ty  your  Rt.  Rev.  Body,  allow  him  to  be  promoted  here.  We  net  only  lack  the 
ians,  to  send  him  across  the  ocean,  but  the  voyage  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  and 
K)  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  risk  In  these  critical  times,  occasioned  by  the 
ir  which  is  now  being  carried  on  here  with  the  French. 

3ut  we  are  without  a  minister  and  are  hungering  after  the  Word  of  God,  that  we 
ty  have  it  preached  among  us.  We  live  In  **The  Bush,'*  (The  Woods),  called 
ogerties,  far  from  New  York,  and  have  no  public  worship;  therefore.  Yon.  Rev. 
ithers,  can  easily  appreciate  how  it  grieves  us  to  be  without  a  preacher.  There- 
re  we,  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  as  the  Consistory  of  the  congregation  of  "The 
ish'*,  pray  that  your  Rt.  Rev.  Bcdy  may  have  compassion  upon  us,  and  allow 
Is  Van  Der  Sman  to  be  examined  and  ordained  here  in  New  York,  upon  the 
ithorlty  and  by  the  commission  of  your  High  Rev.  Body,  and  for  such  favor  we 
11  ever  be  grateful  to  you.  Expecting  from  your  Rt.  Rev.  Body,  by  the  Provi- 
nce of  God,  a  favorable  result,  and  a  fiat  in  our  behalf,  we  beseech  and  pray, 
at  this  matter  may  be  brought  to  a  speedy  accomplishment,  to  the  honor  of 
hovah  God,  and  for  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  in   these 

athen  regions. 

We  remain. 

Most  High  and  Rt  Rev.  Body, 

Year  Obedient  Servants, 
Was  signed, 

Christopher  Van  Bck      ) 

Nicolas  Van  Den  Berg   P*^*"* 

and 

Theunis  Van  Asperen 


i- 


•>      w  vr       «ri    1  i^eacons. 

Jacob  Van  Kleel  ) 

ff.  B.    With  all  submission  and  humility  we  will  expect  from  your  Rev.  Body  a 

vorable  reply.    If  your  Revs,  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  letter  to  Adrianus  Van 

^r  Sman,  Visitor-of-the-8ick,  in  New  York,  we  will  duly  receive  the  letter;  other- 

je  we  may  not,  as  we  live  at  a  great  distance  from  New  York;  but  he  will 

rward  it  to  us. 

In  the  Bush,  (In  the  Woods) 

Saugertiea,  November  20th,  17S6. 
le  address  reads. 

To  the  Rt.  Rev.  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

rtae  above  agrees  with  its  original. 

Johannes  Greichlou,  ^QiVM\'Q». 

Amsterdam,  Oct.  %t.\k  \1^. 
(See  ActB  of  Synod,  July  26,  1757.] 
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An  Act  to  Bsp£al  Parts  of  ths  Skvxbai.  Acts  thbbi 

MXNTIOKED  (iK  KsLATION  TO  RaISINO  FuHDS  BT  LoTTBT  10 

Found  a  College  in  New  York). 

(Paawd  Norember  K.  TW 
BE  IT  ENACTED  by  his  Excellency,  the  Gorernor  the  Coimcll  and  the  GcmoI 
Assembly,  and  It  Is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  authority  of  tlie  Saofte:  that  the  ffv* 
teenth  Claose  or  Section  of  an  Act  Entltoled  "An  Act  for  ralainff  the  soia  of  Tvi 
thoosand  two  hundred  and  Pifty  Pounds  by  a  Poblick  Lottery  for  this  Oslaaf  te 
the  adTancement  of  learning,  and  towards  foondlng  a  Gotlege  within  the  ■■•'. 
passed  in  the  Twentieth  Yesr  of  his  Majesty's  Relsn;  the  fourteenth  GUwe  m 
section  of  an  Act  Bntltaled  "An  Act  for  raising  the  8am  of  One  thonsaad  Bilt 
hundred  Pounds  by  a  publick  Lottery  for  a  further  proTlslon  towards  fousdlBii 
College  for  the  advancement  of  Learning  within  this  Colony  **,  passed  in  the  Tvcsir 
first  Tear  of  his  Majesty's  Reign:  The  fourteenth  Clause  or  sectiOB  of  ss  id 
Bntituled  "An  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  One  thonsand  one  hundred  snd  tvcstf 
five  pounds  by  s  publick  Lottery  for  a  further  proTlslon  towards  founding  a  CoOifi 
for  the  advancement  of  Ijeaming  within  this  Colony'*,  passed  In  the  Tvesir 
seventh  Tear  of  his  Majesty's  reign :  And  the  fourteenth  Clause  or  sectioa  of  n 
Act  Bntituled  "An  Act  for  raising  the  Sum  of  One  thousand  One  hundred  ai 
Twenty  Ave  pounds  by  a  publick  Lottery  for  this  College  for  a  further  pimlriii 
towards  founding  a  College  within  the  same",  passed  In  the  Twenty  seventh  Ym 
of  his  Majesty's  Reign:  Shall  be  and  hereby  are  repealed  and  all  and  eveiy  tit 
said  Clauses  or  Sections  declared  to  be  Null  and  Void  to  all  Intents  Coastraedv 
AND  purposes  whatsoever,  as  If  the  same  had  never  been  inserted  in  tlie  beftn 
mentioned  several  Acts,  Anything  In  the  Said  several  Acts  to  the  Contrary  XK* 
withstanding.— The  Colonial  I^aws  of  New  York.  pp.  104,  106. 


Diversion  of  One  half  of  the  Moneys  Raised  for  a  COLL10 
TO  Other  Purposes,  because  the  Colleob  Chartib  nr 
New  York  was  not  Unsectarian.     December  1,  1756. 

December  L  X3i      \ 
An  Act  for  appropriating  the  Moneys  Rsised  by  diverse  Lottery's  for  BreetiBf  ir     | 

founding  a  College  In  this  Colony.    (See  Not.  €,  17S4.) 

(Passed  December  U  ITSit 

WHEREAS  by  diverse  Acts  of  the  Governor  Council  and  General  AssenMy  i 
this  Colony  Several  sums  of  Money  have  been  raised  by  Wsy  of  Lottery  for  tli 
Erecting  or  Founding  a  College  for  the  advancement  of  Learning  in  tills  (TotaV 
Which  Sums  of  Money  are  now  vested  In  the  Trustees  appointed  by  An  Act  Pum' 
in  the  Twenty  Fifth  year  of  his  present  Majesties  Reign  Bntituled  "An  Act  to 
Vesting  in  Trustees  the  sum  of  Three  thousand  four  Hundred  and  Forty  tkn> 
pounds  Eighteen  shillings  raised  by  Way  of  Lottery  for  Erecting  a  College  vltMi 
this  Colony"  And  hath  by  them  been  put  out  at  Interest  from  time  to  timtui 
not  Yet  disposed  of  by  any  Act  for  that  purpose  Msde. 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  Enacted  by  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  the  Coondl  id 
the  General  Assembly  and  it  Is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  ssne  f^ 
the  one  full  and  equal  Moiety  or  half  part  of  the  said  Money's  raised  by  «t7  ^ 
Lottery  as  aforesaid  and  the  Interest  and  Profits  of  the  said  Moiety  sliaU  beil< 
hereby  Is  Vested  In  the  Governors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  Toik  H 
the  City  of  New  York  In  America  and  shsll  snd  may  be  disposed  of  by  them  Is  ttf* 
manner  as  to  Ibem  sbaW  ae^ui  \^%v  toi^  \.\i«  %A.^«»R«tMiat  of  Learning  la  the  ■I' 
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i  the  Receipt  of  the  said  Governora  or  Their  Treasurer  To  the  Treasurer 
mj  for  the  said  one  Moletj  or  half  part  of  the  Moneys  so  raised  and  the 
ereof  or  any  Security  or  securitle*  for  the  Same  or  any  part  thereof 
be  good  and  sufficient  discharges  to  him  for  the  same  or  any  part  thereof 
I  either  of  the  Said  Acts  to  the  Contrary  thereof  Notwithstanding.  And 
ovemors  are  hereby  fully  Impowerd  and  authorised  In  their  Name  as 
3f  the  College  of  the  ProTlnce  of  New  York  In  the  City  of  New  York  In 
In  the  Name  or  Names  of  the  Person  or  Persons  to  whom  such  security 
ss  Is  or  are  given  or  Made  payable  or  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them 
cutors  or  Administrators  of  Such  Survivor  to  Sue  for  and  Recover  the 
;  on  Such  Security  or  securities  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  College. 
It  further  Enacted  by  the  Authority  Aforesaid  that  the  other  full  and 
y  or  half  part  of  the  said  Moneys  raised  by  Way  or  Lottery  as  Aforesaid 
terest  and  Profits  of  the  said  Moiety  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be 
}r  that  purpose  shall  be  applied  for  and  towards  the  Purchasing  (if 
a  Sufficient  and  Suitable  Quantity  of  Land  in  or  Nigh  the  City  of  New 
>r  Building  and  Erecting  there  on  a  proper  Pest  House  for  the  Reception 
rson  as  may  be  infected  with  any  Contagious  Distempers.  And  all  the 
the  said  Money  shall  be  Imployed  to  and  for  the  Erecting  a  New  Pub- 
I  the  City  of  NEW  YORK  in  Lieu  of  that  which  in  now  in  the  City  Hall 
City  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  is  hereby  Required  to  Pay  the 
e  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York  or  their 
the  Receipt  of  the  said  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
or  their  order  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  for  the  said  Remaining 
half  part  of  the  Money*s  so  raised  and  the  Interest  thereof  or  any 
securities  for  the  Same  or  any  part  thereof  taken  shall  be  good  and 
ischarge  to  him  for  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  any  thing  in  either  of 
:t8  to  the  Contrary  thereof  Notwithstanding  And  the  said  Mayor  Alder- 
k)mmonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York  are  hereby  fully  Authorized  and 
in  their  own  Name  or  in  the  Name  or  Names  of  the  Person  or  Persons 
jch  Security  or  securities  are  given  or  Made  Payable  or  the  survivor  or 
f  them  or  the  Executors  or  Administrators  of  Such  Survivor  to  Sue  for 
>r  the  money  due  on  such  security  or  securities  to  and  for  the  uses  and 
'orcsaid. 

it  further  Enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  the  annual  Sum  of 
red  Pounds  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  in  and 
Entituled  "An  Act  further  to  continue  the  duty  of  Excise  and  the  Cur- 
ie Bills  of  Credit  Emitted  thereon  for  the  purposes  in  the  former  Act 
Mentioned "  to  the  Trustees  aforesaid  for  and  during  the  Term  of  seven 
1  the  first  Day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  four 
y  and  every  year  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  to 
ivemors  of  the  College  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  the  City  of  New 
lerlca  and  their  Successors  together  with  all  the  Moneys  received  or  that 
due  for  the  Tuition  of  the  Scholars  in  the  seminary  And  also  all  the 
celved  by  the  said  Treasurer  of  the  said  annual  Sum  and  not  expended 
Trustees  except  as  herein  After  is  excepted  and  the  said  Governors  are 
le  liable  and  Chargeable  with  any  Contract  or  Contracts  entred  into  or 
he  said  Trustees  with  the  chief  Master  or  any  other  Masters  for  the 
of  Youth  in  Pursuance  of  the  Power  and  authority  given  them  in  and 
Act  Entituled  "An  Act  further  to  Continue  the  Duty  of  Excise  and  the 
f  the  Bills  of  Credit  Emitted  thereon  for  the  purposes  in  the  former  Act 
Mentioned"    And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  Absolutely  and  Wholly 
and  Acquitted  of  and  from  such  Contract  or  Contracts  And  the  Receipt 
Governors  of  the  said  College  or  their  Treasurer  shall  be  from  time  to 
1  and  sufficient  discharge  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Goloui  tox  \^<^  imea. 
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PROYIDBD  ALWAYS  and  be  It  Enacted  by  tbe  Avtboritj  Aforesaid  tktt  thi 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony  shall  and  hereby  Is  directed  and  required  to  apply  the  ns 
of  Vlye  Hundred  Poonds  part  of  the  Said  annual  Sum  now  to  his  Hands  er  tint 
SHALL  first  come  Into  his  hands  In  porsnance  of  the  aald  Act  for  and  towaide  slak- 
ing And  Cancelling  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony  Bmltted  on  the  Credit  of  thi 
Duty  of  Excise  on  Strong  LIqnors  retailed  In  this  Colony. 

And  be  It  further  Enacted  by  the  Aothorlty  Aforesaid  that  the  aald  Trosteei  in 
hereby  discharged  of  and  from  any  further  Trust  Powers  and  Authorities  ghrts  ir 
Granted  to  them  In  and  by  the  said  Acts  or  either  of  thein.^Tlie  Colonial  Lavs  if 
New  York.  pp.  100.  161.  162. 


Correspondence  from  America. 

Rev.  Johannes  Kitzema  to  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  Deeeni- 

ber  6,  1756.     [This  letter  is  a  forgery]. 

High  and  Right  Rev.  Sirs.  Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  High  and  Right  Rct.  Syaod:- 

Never  did  I  expect  to  put  my  pen  to  paper,  with  such  an  object  as  I  now  hife  !• 
Tiew;  partly  because  I  am  aware  that  the  High  and  Right  ReT.  Synod  does  sot 
Tery  willingly  allow  ordinations  (promotions)  In  this  country— **sed  clrcumstiBtli 
Tarlantrem '*(?)— as  Is  now  the  caxe.  Therefore  I  take  the  liberty  to  briag  befeit 
your  Revs,  the  person  of  Adrlanus  Van  Der  Sman.  He  came  over  to  us  In  the  jtu 
1761.  from  Amsterdam,  and  was  provided  with  attested  recommendations.  He  wii 
appointed  by  our  (New  York)  Consistory  as  "Visitor  of  the  Sick".  He  Is  ose  vl* 
cannot  be  unknown  to  the  Consistory  of  Amsterdam,  having  been  examliifd  bj 
them,  in  the  year  1729.  when  be  was  sppolnted  to  Instruct  others  In  the  fuDdanentil 
principles  of  religion.  This  appears  from  the  testimonium  of  the  (proper  offlcen). 
While  he  was  yet  In  the  Classls  he  was  twice  examined  to  go  as  a  *'(3omforter  of 
the  Sick  "  to  the  East  Indies.  This  was  In  the  years  1732  and  1796.  I  refer  fnrthtf 
to  his  own  presentations,  and  to  the  Classical  Acts  shown  to  us. 

This  Adrlanus  Van  Der  Sman,  has  also  conducted  himself,  during  his  retideitt 
among  us.  Industriously,  piously  and  humbly,  and  has  been  exemplary  In  the  lerrW 
entrusted  to  him.  He  has  afforded  abundant  proof  of  his  purity  of  doctrine,  todcf 
his  edifying  walk,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  our  congregation.  He  now  finds  bis- 
self  aroused  to  use  his  talent  for  greater  and  more  general  usefulness,  and  hti  tk 
Inclination  and  hearty  desire  to  be  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry.  This  It  sl»  ^ 
accordance  with  the  views  of  myself  and  of  several  other  ministers,  who  hi^ 
approved  of  this  step,  In  writing,  but  who  can  not  sign  this  request  on  tccooot  of 
the  winter  season  and  the  distance  of  their  habitations.  Nevertheless,  they  ire  ti 
be  accounted  as  having  signed  their  names  to  this  request,  that  he  may  atttln  Ui 
object  with  you.  Highly  Rev.  Sirs.  He  hopes  that  you  will  send  over  pennlMioB  ti 
the  ministers  In  this  country,  that  he  may  receive  his  ordination  here.  That  wUek 
gives  no  freedom  in  urging  this  matter  Is  principally  as  follows: 

L  That  be  Is  a  man  endorsed  by  us;  that  he  Is  now  nearly  fifty  years  old  ind  kii 
a  wife.  He  has  more  than  once  crossed  that  great  ocean,  but  it  Is  hard  to  idris 
him  to  do  It  again,  simply  for  the  sake  of  being  examined;  and  espcclsllj  it  tMi 
Juncture  of  time,  on  account  of  the  war  with  France.  For  he  would  he  not  osljl* 
danger  of  the  sea,  but  also  of  being  taken  prisoner.  We  have  received  Intellifc** 
that  a  vessel  from  here,  has  been  taken  In  the  Texel.  by  the  French. 

S.  That  such  a  voyage  also  would  be  accompanied  with  great  expense,  to  se^ 
which,  the  congregation  desiring  to  call  him  has  no  means;  yet  they  kavc  P^ 
need  of  a  minister  to  teach  them.  In  their  deep  blindness  and  Ignorance. 

S.  We  urge  lh\*.  a\*o,  Yiecva^e  ihete  are  several  vacant  congregations  wWd  h* 
both  the  means  anA  t\ifi  T*i^o\\i\.\wi  v^  %vix«^  vm^w%»  *j«A  <«hlch  nay  hirt  ^^ 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  3685 

ever,  especially  to  lecore  them  from  the  Patherland;  but  these  might  In 
>ecome  floorishlng  congregations.  In  the  near  fntnre. 

illow  ns  to  add  this  yet:— The  party  nnder  consideration  is  Tery  well 
Sacred  Theology,  and  poasesses  singular  gifts  of  eloquence.  He  is  humble 
htforward.  His  gifts  are  accompanied  with  piety,  and  are  in  accordance 
1  in  Its  purity.  He  also  knows  how  to  refute  wisely  these  errors  of  the 
ly,  which  contradict  the  truth,  to  the  deterring  of  the  simple,  and  with 
MS  than  Is  given  to  most  ministers. 

aest,  dressed  In  this  garb,  we  humbly  lay  down  upon  the  table  of  your 
I.  not  only  with  the  expectation  and  hope,  but  with  the  earnest  wish  and 
It  It  may  be  granted,  according  to  the  wisdom  of  your  High  Revs.,  and 
>D8oIatlon  of  that  congregation  which  has  called  him;  to  the  honor  of 
ad  the  extension  of  his  kingdom  in  these  regions  and  in  our  native  tongue, 
e  expression  of  my  wishes  for  all  conceivable  blessings  on  the  persons, 
es  and  the  arduous  labors  of  your  ministry,  I  sign  myself  with  great 

Very  High  and  Rev.  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren, 

Your  High  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother, 

Joannes  Rltxema,  V.  D.  M.  Neo-Eboracensus. 

□aber  6,  1766. 

y  accords  with  Its  original. 

terdam,  October  6,  1763. 

John  Creyghton,  Notarius. 

c  Nov.  6,  17K3.    See  Acts  of  Synod,  July  26,  1757.] 
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J  Description  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  1757. 

Church  was  built  in  1696,  and  afterward  enlarged  in  1737.  It  stands  very 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  has  a  large  Cemetery  on  each 
sed  in  the  front  by  a  painted  paled  fence.  Before  it  a  long  walk  is  railed 
the  Broad-way,  the  pleasantest  street  of  any  in  the  whole  Town.  The 
9  about  one  hundred  and  forty  eight  feet  long,  including  the  Tower  and 
lUd  seventy  two  feet  in  breadth.  The  Steeple  is  one  hundred  and  seventy 
Q  height,  and  over  the  Door  facing  the  River  Is  the  following  inscription: 

I 

Per  Augustam 

Inltatls  Templum  fundatum  est  Anno  Regnl  lllustrissiml  supremi  Domini 
tertil.  Dei  Gratia,  Angllae,  Scotiae,  Franciae  et  Hibemlae  Regis,  fldei 
I,  etc.  Octavo,  Annoq;  Domini  1696.  Ac  voluntarlA  quorundam  Contrlbu- 
)0Dls  Aediflcatum,  Maxlme  autem,  dllecti  Regis  Chiliarchae  BENJAMINI 
SR,  hujus  Provlnclae  strataecl  et  Imperatorls,  MunlflcentlA  anlmatum  et 
ujas  tempore  moderamlnis,  huJus  Civitatis  incolae,  Religionem  protes- 
ccelslae  Angllcanae,  ut  secundum  Legem  nunc  stabilltae  profltentes, 
Iplomate,  sub  Slgillo  Provlnclae  incorporati  sunt,  atque  alias  Plurimas,  ez 
mlUarl.  Donationes  notabiles  ddem  dedlt. 

rcb  is  within  ornamented  beyond  any  other  place  of  Worship  amongst  us. 
of  the  Chancel  Is  adorned  with  an  Altar-piece,  and  opposite  to  it,  at  the 
of  the  Building,  Is  the  Organ.  The  tops  of  the  Pillars  which  support  the 
are  decked  with  the  gilt  Busts  of  Angels  winged.  From  the  celling  are 
two  Glass  Branches,  and  on  the  Walls  hang  the  Arms  of  some  of  Its 
Benefactors.  The  Allies  are  paved  with  flat  stones  ".—Smith's  Hist,  of 
.  189. 
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Acts  of  ths  Olassis  of  Aicstkbium. 
William  Jakson. 

1757,  Jan.  11th.  Art.  2  ad  Art  2,  of  the  ClasBis  of 
1756.  Rev.  Jakson  apearing  within,  requests  preparatory 
nation.  This  took  place  after  a  sermon  by  him  on  Li 
81,  32,  ^^And  the  Lord  said,  Simon,  Simon,  behold  Sati 
desired  to  have  you,  etc."  He  gave  so  much  satisfaction 
can  be  well  (lit.  amply)  admitted  to  the  Sacred  Ministry 
was  done,  and  he  was  admitted  among  the  candidates,  aftei 
repudiated  the  condemned  opinions  of  Prof.  Boel  and  Dr. '. 
and  promised  to  read  word  for  word  the  Forms  of  Bapti 
the  Supper,  and  signed  the  Formulae  of  Concord.  He  re 
that  his  final  examination  might  take  place  at  the  Classis  o 
as  he  was  destined  for  the  service  of  Bergen  and  Statei 
in  New  York.     This  was  granted  him.     xiiL  127. 

Installation  of  Kev.  Le  Febre. 

Art  4.  Rev.  Le  Febre,  exhibited  his  paper  of  dismiss 
the  Walloon  Church  at  Voorburg.  This  was  found  satis 
He  was  thereupon  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Walloon  Ch 
Suriname  by  the  President.  He  has  also  signed  here  tl 
mulae  of  Concord.     xiiL  128. 

Art.  8  ad  Art.  5.  The  Messrs.  Conmiittee  report  that  tin 
received' letter  numbered  256,  from  John  Loth,  (Lott),  etc 
Flatbush  June  22,  1756.     xiii.  133. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amstebdak. 
(Foreign  Letters.) 

Letter  nimibered  258,  from  the  Consistory  of  New  Yorf 
July  10, 1756,  signed  by  Lambertus  de  Ronde,  etc.,  and  sis 
and  eight  deacons,  and  three  church  masters. 

No  259,  from  Erickson,  Leith,  (Leydt),  from  New  Yoi 
30,  1755,  in  the  extra  session  of  the  Coetus. 

All  of  these  were  answered  by  the  gentlemen  in  Cor 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Classis.     xiiL  134. 


OF  THE  State  of  New  York.  3687 

Glassis  of  Amstebdam. 
Acts  of  the  Deputies.     Jan.  11,  1757. 

No.  264.    Answered,  Jan.  11,  1756,  (1757?)  No.  71. 

Letter  from  John  Caspar  Lapp,  V.  D.  M.;  dated  April  1,  1766. 

e  states  that,  being  originally  from  Hesse-Hanau,  he  studied  at  Hanaa,  Offen- 

,  and  Marburg,  and  was  accepted  as  a  candidate  (Proponent)  at  Marburg,  on 

14th,  1744.    Further,  that  he  had  served  as  the  Assistant  of  an  aged  mln- 

r,  Daniel  Seel,  in  the  Ck>unty  (Graafschap)  of  Tuyn  Harchenburg,  haying  also 

stormed  the  full  ministerial  service  for  the  period  oi  a  year  in  that  congregation, 

r  the  decease  of  the  same  (Rev.  Seel).    Finally,  having  become  pastor  at  Raben- 

cyt,  in  the  DiUenburg  district,  he  had  supplied,  during  the  absence,  the  place  of 

Court  preacher  to  the  Princess-Dowager  of  Nassau-DiUenburg.,  Thence,  he  says 

went  over  on  a  lawful  call.  Into  the  county  (Graafschap)  of  Solms,  Hohensolm 

under  a  guardian.    There,  In  the  Interest  of  his  people,  he  became  Involved  in 

unpleasantnesses,  even  to  the  peril  of  his  life;  so  that  after  serving  that 

wch  four  years,  he  was  lawfully  dismissed.    All  this  is  confirmed  by  enclosures, 

^Ber  letters  A,  B,  C,  D. 

VlieTOupon,   hearing  about  the  pastorless  condition  of  the  churches  in   North 

lerlca,  he  had  departed  for  Pennsylvania,  and  had  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  with 

wife  and  a  son  three  years  old,  on  October  20,  175S.    He  was  called  to  Amwel.  In 

County  of  Hunterdon,  Province  of  New  Jersey,  which  is  forty  miles  from  Phlla- 

•^Aphia  and  sixty  miles  from  New  York.    This  church,  he  says  belongs  under  the 

tus  of  New  York,  (rather  of  Pennsylvania?)  and  is  subordinate  to  our  Classis. 

hMB  never  consorted  with  unlawful  ministers;  of  whom  he  complains  bitterly. 

flir  as  he  knows,  (the  churches)  are  supplied  occasionally  during  the  year,  by 

rs  of  the  neighboring  places.    They  consist  of  many  members,  and  in  a  cir- 

!t  of  fifty  miles,  they  are  daily  growing  la  numbers.    He  had  been  Installed  in 

ministry  there  by  John  Frelinghuysen,  minister  at  Raritan,  eighteen  miles  dis- 

tt>  according  to  the  Church  Order,  which  says  he,  had  been  approved  in  the  Hol- 

Bynods,  and  accepted  by  this  one,  (Frelinghuysen.)    He  requests  some  increase 

hla  meager  salary  of  forty  pounds,  the  pound  being  reckoned  at  three  and  a  half 

In  accepting  perquisites,  he  must  be  careful  not  to  get  the  name  of  a 

ey-preacher,  (gold-predlker)  among  these  parasites,  (parasisten).    This  supple- 

t  could  be  sent  him  via.  New  York,  per  Rev.  RItxema  and  Rev.  de  Ronde, 

tUiough  they  are  not  known  to  him.    He  concludes  with  salutations. 

xxiii.  447. 

No.  259.    AnjBwered.  Jan.  U,  1757. 

No.  73. 

Xietter  from  New  York,  dated  October  7,  1756,  written  by  Samuel  Verbryck,  p.  t. 
Ment,  and  B.  Vrooman,  p.  t.  Clerk,  in  the  name,  (as  they  write.)  of  their  regular 
us;  serving  into  further  information  of  a  letter,  dated  New  York,  May  30,  1755, 
by  R.  Erlckson,  p.  t.  President  and  J.  Leydt,  p.  t.  Clerk,  In  their  Coetus 
ting  extraordinary. 
They  therein   renew  the  request,   that  two  condidates  for  examination,   (John) 
nrlce  Goetschlus,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Henry  Frelinghuysen,  respectively 
to  Stone  Arabia  and  Marble  (town),  by  the  Coetus  over  there,  as  they  still 
themselves,  may  be  ordained.    They  urge  this— 
1.  In  view  of  the  peril  of  a  Journey  to  Holland,  on  account  of  the  war  with  the 
h. 


*A  daalder  equals  one  and  a  half  guilders,  or  sixty  cents;  sixty  times  three  and  a 

"  equals  two  dollars  and  ten  cents;  therefore  forty  pounds  equal  eighty-four 

n.   A  New  York  pound  was  generally  equal  to  two  aollara  axid  fLtVi  c«u\a. 
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Jl  By  reaton  of  the  situation  of  theae  churchca.  They  lie  on  tba  boriia 
freatly  expoaed  to  the  Incntalona  of  the  aaragea  (bnmaren)  or  ladlaBi.  n 
they  are  In  greater  need  of  ministerial  serrlcea.  bnt  get  leaa*  aa  the  Joonsf  < 
ministers  thither  is  too  dangerona.   Thej  add  to  tbla, 

S.  That  If  they  get  no  authority  to  effect  ordination,  tlie  chnrebea  are  M 

say  they,  they  haTe  with  difflcnlty  been  able  to  restrain  them  from  golBf  01 

other  bodies.     They  ask  for  a  speedy  and  farorable  reply,  and  coadode 

aalntationa. 

zzUL 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Amstebdaic 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Rev.  John  Caspar  Lapp,  [Lu 
at  Amweyl,  [Amwell],  N.  J.,  Jan.  11,  1757.     VoL  81,  p. 
No.  71.  "^ 

Very  Rot.  Sir  and  Brother:— 

We  are  glad  that  yonr  Rey.  has  not  gone  orer  to  the  Illegal  ministers,  aa 
you  hare  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  We  trust  that  yonr  Ber.  will  ktai 
stand  steadfast  and  unmoyable  in  the  truth,  and  always  adom  It  with  a  ho 
consistent  walk.  We  wish  your  Rot.  eyery  blessing  upon  your  ministry.  We 
your  Rey.  yery  much  for  keeping  yourself,  scant  as  Is  your  compensatioa 
becoming  guilty  of  coyetouaness,  which  would  cauae  the  holy  ministry  to  sofl 
honor;  and  that  your  Rey.  Is  eyer  careful  about  accepting  perquiaitea,  ao  ai 
get  the  name  of  *' money-preacher*'  among  the  Separatlata.  From  the  deptk 
hearta  we  deplore  your  Rey's.  meagren  compensation.  If  we  were  In  a  ooadi 
do  something,  as  you  request,  for  your  support,  we  should  be  most  ready  an 
Ing;  but,  to  our  sorrow,  we  must  assure  you  that  we  are  unable  to  help  70« 
in  that  way,  because  we  haye  no  purse  or  fund  for  the  New  York  churches. 

The  All-Sufflcient  Ood  Himself  be  your  shield  and  yery  great  reward.  M 
cause  you  to  walk  before  His  face  In  all  sincerity!  Praying  this,  we  sign  oni 
Very  Rey.  Sir  and  Brother,  Your  Rey's.  obedient  seirants  and  brethren. 

In  name  of  the  Rey.  Glaasis  of  Amsterdam. 

Signed.  L.  R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CL  h.  t  Pn 

Joh.  Boakoop,  Depp.  Ci.  h.  t.  Sc 

Amsterdam  in  our  meeting  of  Classis,  Jan.  11.  1757. 


Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Brethren  in  Kings  County, 
Lott,  R  Van  Brunt,  etc.  Jan.  11,  1757.     Vol.  31,  page 

No.  72. 

Dear  Brethren:— 

We  recelyed  your  letter  of  June  22,  1766.  In  answer  thereto  we  briefly  r 
That  we  hare  lately  given  our  opinion,  In  a  letter  of  July  n,  1756.  concert 
pretentions  that  yon  are  the  rightful  Consistory,  as  well  as  concerning  the 
ReT.  Cnrtenlns,  and  It  is,  therefore  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  again.  But  n 
standing  our  opinion  as  then  expressed,  we  also  Inform  you,  that  In  the  do( 
of  Oct.  6,  1756,  we  wrote  to  Rey.  Van  Slnderln,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  d 
arrange  the  wbo\e  maltftt  Vn  ^^«  \m«\.  'wl^  he  could.    FUudly,  Slra,  we  ca 
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anything  farther  before  the  Goetne  is  re-eetablUhed,  of  which  we  hope  soon  to 

hear.    Having  committed  you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  we  remain,  Dear 

Brethren,   Yonr  obedient  serrants  in  the  Lord;  In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam, 

B.  Schutte,  Depp.  Gl.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

John  Boskoop,  Depp.  Gl.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  onr  Glassical  Assembly,  January  11,  1757. 

AgTS  of  TH£  CI4AS8IS  OF  A^STEBI>AM. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Erickson  and  Leydt  of  New 
York,  Jan.  11,  1757.     VoL  31,  p.  122.     No.  73. 

BeT.  Brethren:— We  have  learned  from  yonr  letter  that  yon  want  to  know  whether 
yoo  cannot  be  allowed  to  qualify  two  young  men,  Mauritius  Goetschius  and  Henry 
Frelinghuysen,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry.  This  letter  we  received  May  30.  (1756.) 
We  also  heard  of  the  same  request  through  another  channel,  in  which  were  also 
Included  the  reasons  therefor.  These  were  also  subsequently  mentioned,  in  the 
name  of  the  Goetus,  in  the  letters  of  Revs.  Verbryck  and  Vrooman,  dated  Oct.  7th. 
1166.  We  have  again  presented  the  matter  to  the  Glassis,  but  she  holds  to  the  reso- 
lution, which  she  has  already  made  known,  not  only  to  Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen, 
May  €.  1754,  but  also  to  the  Goetus  of  New  York,  Dec.  9.  1755.  Herein  the  Classis  is 
of  the  same  opinion  as  the  Gonsistory  of  New  York,  which  disapproves  of  the  ordi- 
nation of  candidates  in  your  country.  We  are,  accordingly  directed  to  Inform  you 
that  the  Glassis  disapproves  of  such  acts  of  qualification,  and  can  by  no  means 
aothorlse  the  Goetus  to  perform  them.  This  is  our  answer.  We  hope  also  you 
vscelved  our  preceding  message.  We  advise  you  to  send  the  two  young  gentlemen 
orer  here,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  Glassis,  which  rest  on  good  founda- 
tkma.    We  consider  ourselves. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your  obedient  servants.  In  the  name  of  the  Glassis  of 

Amsterdam, 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  Gl.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

Jolm  Boskoop,  Depp.  Gl.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
In  our  Glassical  Assembly,  Amsterdam,  Jan.  11.  1757. 

CORRESPONDBNGK  FROM  AmEQUOA. 

Earnest  Petition  of  the  Old  and  Legal  Consistory  at  Hackensack, 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  against  the  Seceders  from  their 
Church.     Jan.  29,  1757.     [Compare  Nov.  25,  1755]. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  ii.    Extracts :  VoL  xxiii.  451. 

Petition  from  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  of  both  the  Dutch  Reformed  churches,  at 
Eteckensack  and  Schralenburgh,  in  North  America,  and  Province  of  New  Jersey:— 

To  be  laid  before  the  very  Rev.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam.  May  the  Glassis  be  pleased 
to  hear  ns  patiently! 

After  Rev.  Gurtenius  liad,  in  April,  1756,  left  us  for  Long  Island,  to  be  thers 
tnvtalled,  by  Rev.  Rltxema,  as  the  minister  of  the  former  adherents  of  Arondeus,  a 
portion  of  the  members  of  each  of  our  churches  set  up  four  heads.  When  we,  the 
oonilatories,  learned  of  this  breach  of  the  peace  in  our  churches,  we  asked  them  for 
tiM  reasons.  Besides  some  other  things,  they  emphatically  declared,  "We  want  to 
bo  by  onnolveo."   We  kindly  admonished  them  against  such  a  course,  and  lie^n:^ 
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them  not  to  canse  a  ■chism;  bat.  If  thej  had  anything  against  minister  or  eUet 
we  exhorted  them  to  proceed  In  reference  to  ua.  In  an  ecclesfaatlcal  maimer. 

But  they  took  Rev.  Haaghoort  for  their  Director,  (Consolent).  and  after  htrli 
taken  Tlolent  possesalon  of  the  hoosea  of  worship,  thej  chose,  on  the  Zlst  and  2fe 
of  May,  1765,  foor  elders  and  four  deacons  In  each  chnrch.  This  was  done  sotwlti 
standing  the  fact  that  at  Hackensack  for  over  scTenty  years,  and  at  Schralenbsq 
for  thirty  years,  there  had  been  no  dispute  about  the  legality  and  regular  nett 
slon  of  the  Consistory.  In  opposition  to  the  many  admonltlotts  also  from  <>< 
neighboring  ministers,  whom  we  called  together  at  that  time,  as  a  clrcuit-meetln 
(RIng-TergaderIng).  that  they  might  be  eye  witnesses  of  these  Invgularitiea,  Kht 
went  on),  as  the  Minutes  here  following  show: 

This  day.  May  21.  1755.  we  were  assembled  at  the  house  of  Peter  ZabrltUe.  oi 
of  the  deacons  of  the  consistory  of  the  churches  of  Hsckensack  and  Schralenbu 
the  Revs.  Samuel  Verbryck,  David  Marinus  and  Jonathan  Du  Bols.  with  elden  fro 
Tappan  and  Acquackanonck,  being  present.  After  the  name  of  the  Lord  had  bn 
called  upon,  the  business  was  transacted  which  Is  hereby  made  knovn. 

Rer.  Gerardus  Haaghoort,  with  certain  members  of  the  churches  at  HackoMt 
and  Schralenburgh,  belmg  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  coutetoi 
among  them,  according  to  a  notice  glTen  In  the  churches,  we  by  a  friendly  petlti0 
expressed  our  desire  to  hold  s  conference  with  them  at  the  house  of  Peter  Zabrlskl 
To  this.  Rev.  Haaghoort  made  no  reply.  Six  ot  the  said  members  came  for  tl 
church  key.  Whereupon  the  said  three  ministers  stepped  outside  ssd  agt 
requested  a  friendly  conference.  To  this  they  replied,  that  Rer.  Gerardui  Hat 
hoort  conid  (not)  do  that  after  he  had  done  them  OHeglble) ;  but  tbey  k<»pt  on  tskh 
for  the  key,  for  half  an  hour. 

Again,  an  elder  and  a  deacon  were  sent  to  them  with  the  request  to  know,  wbeth* 
or  not  Rev.  Haaghoort  would  consent  to  such  a  conference.  But  a  conference  w: 
declined. 

Still  again,  two  elders  were  sent  to  Rev.  Haaghoort  to  ask  him  whether  be  hlmM 
would  not  appoint  a  conference,  and  at  some  other  house,  where  the  ministers,  wt 
the  elders  from  the  neighboring  places,  might  confer  with  him,  before  he  proce«d< 
with  this  matter.  This  he  also  refused.  Whereupon  a  letter  waa  sent  to  hit  Be 
which  reads,  word  for  word,  as  follows: 
Rev.  Sir,  Rev.  Qerardus  Haaghoort: 

We.  the  ConBlstcries  of  both  churches,  have  been  Informed  of  your  Revs,  late 
tion  to  enter  Into  our  church  at  the  present  time,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing 
Consistory,  etc.  And  as  we  consider  such  a  purpose  as  one  calculated  to  otsie 
disruption,  and  to  be  a  dishonorable  Intrusion  Into  another's  ministry— which 
reckoned  (in  our  Constitution)  among  the  great  public  sins:  We,  therefore.  exlM 
your  Rev.,  altogether  In  a  brotherly  spirit,  to  desist  from  such  a  purpose.  1 
declare  also  that  we  will  use  every  legal  and  ecclesiastical  means,  even  to 
extreme  remedy,  to  protect  ourselves  and  our  church  in  onr  ecclesiastical  rights,  e 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  churches  of  Jesus  Christ  at  Hackeost 

and  Schralenburgh,  now  assembled  with  the  consistory  at  Hackensack. 

J.  H.  Goetsehloi 
May  21,  1756. 

This  he  refused  to  read  and  so  gave  It  back. 

In  the  mean  time  the  said  t>arties  had  violently  opened  the  churches.  Wherpsp 
Rev.  Haaghoort.  passing  over  to  the  church  was  thus  accosted  by  Rev.  Goetschii 
as,  with  the  consistories,  he  encountered  him:  '*I  exhort  your  Rev.,  and  besee 
and  command  you,  not  to  intrude  yourself  upon  the  Church  ci  Jeens  Christ  in  tl 
place,  which  has  been  entrusted  to  my  care."  As  he  passed  on,  he  only  repDi 
"Thank  you." 

An  elder  from  Schralenburgh  then  said  to  him:  "We  adnkoniBli  yonr  Bcv..  n 
warn  you,  by  a\ithoT\t7  ot  \\i«  eoTii^mtoti^  to  cause  no  mptnre  among  na,  sad  sot 
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Aacend  the  pnlplt  or  grieve  God's  children."   To  this  he  replied:    "That  Is  not  my 
Intention." 

The  present  meeting  therefore  considers  It  very  advisable  to  bring  this  Important 
matter  before  the  Ecclesiastical  Meeting  which  U  to  be  held  the  following  week, 
for  Its  Judgment  and  advice. 
In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  onr  meeting.    Signed  by. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Ooetschlns 
Rev.  S.  Verbryck 
Rev.  D.  Marinas 
Rev.  Jonathan  Dn  Bols,  who 
happened  to  be  present. 

We,  accordingly,  presented  onr  matter  to  that  assembly  which  Is  called  the  Con- 
vention Assembly;  and,  following  their  Rev's,  counsel,  we  called  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Coetus.  This  meeting  was  held  May  29,  176S.  All  parties  having  been  cited 
In  a  regular  nuinner,  and  Rev.  Haaghoort  with  those  church-members  not  apoear- 
Uig,  the  Special  Coetus  appointed  four  ministers  and  elders,  with  Instmctlons 
enabling  them  to  act  as  Commissioners  In  this  business.  They,  In  writing.  Invited 
Rev.  Gerardus  Haaghoort  and  the  offending  members  to  meet  at  the  church  of 
Hackensack,  on  June  2,  1766.  They  held  a  regular  session,  and,  after  an  examina- 
tion of  the  matter,  as  the  minutes  show,  exercised*  according  to  the  Word  of  God 
and  Church  Order,  Christian  discipline.  In  the  case  of  Rev.  Haaghoort  and  those 
members. 

Notwithstanding  that,  however.  Rev.  Haaghoort  proceed^  to  Install  them  as 
elders  and  deacons  on  the  22nd  of  July  1766.  The  Commissioners  placed  their  Acts 
before  the  Regular  Coetus,  held  Oct.  7,  1766.  These  were  approved.  These  disci- 
plined but  Incorrigible  ones,  then  met  at  Paramus,  Nov.  8,  1766.  They  called  In  Rev. 
Van  der  Llnde  also,  and  cited  us.  They  then  did  what  the  gentlemen  at  New  York 
■Igned  on  Nov.  28,  [26th?]  1766,  and  which  your  Revs,  have  since  come  to  know, 
from  their  own  communications.  Their  intention  was  to  put  us  under  censure,  but 
this  was  foiled  by  your  Revs,  answer  of  Jan.  18,  1766.  They  still  continue  in  their 
oonrse.  In  March,  1766  they  took  violent  possession  of  the  parsonage  at  Hacken- 
sack, and  called  Rev.  John  Schuyler  of  Schoharie.  He  came  on  the  advice  of  Rev. 
Bltiema.  His  Intrusion  among  us  commenced  on  July  26,  1756.  In  opposition  to 
many  wholly  fraternal  admonitions  from  all  quarters,  nevertheless  he  was  Installed 
at  Hackensack  by  Rev.  Haaghoort.    Thus  this  great  wrong  Is  perpetuated. 

The  ministers  of  the  Jersey  circuit  were  called  together  on  Aug.  11,  1766,  to  con- 
rider  a  certain  dispute  in  the  church  of  Rarltan.  We  then  brought  our  complaint 
against  Rev.  Schuyler  before  them.  They  referred  It  to  the  following  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  OcBtua.  This  was  held  Oct  6.  1766.  There,  and  at  that  time.  Rev.  John 
Schuyler,  who  had  been  cited  but  did  not  appear,  was,  according  to  God's  Word  and 
Ohnrch  Order,  suspended  from  the  sacred  ministry.  But  he  paid  no  attention  what- 
ever to  thia  act,  and  is  still  perpetuating  amongst  us  that  grievous  wrong. 

Behold,  then,  worthy  Fathers,  how  Revs.  Haaghoort,  Schuyler,  etc.,  have  acted, 
and  how  we  have  sought  to  save  our  churches.  Thus  have  the  Christian  Church 
Assembly  of  our  neighboring  Consistories,  our  sessions  of  Coetus,  our  ministers  and 
elders,  those  who  are  Impartial  and  well-acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  thus  have 
they  acted.  In  the  name  and  fear  of  God,  and  according  to  His  Word  and  our 
Ohnrch  Order.  And  thus  have  they,  with  extreme  humility  and  with  most  earnest 
veqneets,  often,  and  for  a  long  time  paat,  presented  their  communications.  If  these 
have,  Indeed,  reached  your  Revs.  In  the  hope  of  securing  our  own  preservation,  as 
well  as  the  reprobation  of  such  offensive  and  ruinous  Irregularities;  for  such  things 
have  never  been  heard  of  In  our  land. 

But,  In  a  communication  of  April  6,  1766,  to  Revs.  John  Leydt,  John  C.  Fryenmoet, 
Theodore  Friellnghuysen,  etc.,  Noia  Bene»  Your  Revs,  declared  that  you  considered 
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the  Goetns  to  be  a  dirided  body;  and  that,  therefore,  all  the  special  meetinp,  tl» 
reaolutloas,  cenaoree,  plana,  etc,  of  the  one  party  aa  well  aa  of  the  other,  cTer  ibwe 
the  unfortunate  aeparation  took  place,  your  Reva.  hold  to  be  null  and  Toid.  and  jn 
alao  aaaert  there  ia  nothing  that  yonr  Reya.  can  do,  until  we  ahail  hare  united  tpli 
with  each  other,  in  one  Coetua.  May  the  Lord  be  gracloua  to  ual  Did  ever  a  Chrii- 
tian  Bccleaiastlcal  Aaaembly  reach  a  decialon  whereby  those  worthy  of  ponithBCtt 
shall  be  alao  made  Judges  to  paaa  sentence  on  their  own  deeda?  That  tbe  odien 
may  be  satisfied  therewith?  That  all  other  ways  of  acting  are  nil  and  of  no  Ttlne?- 
If  we  understand  matters  correctly! 

We  are  astonished  and  shocked  in  our  rery  hearta.  Thus,  then,  offences  and  eos- 
fuaion  are  to  be  encouraged!  That  la  the  very  wiah  of  the  intrudecs.  Snch,  wto 
are  at  present  in  this  country,  have  nothing  elae  to  fear  exc^t  Church  Order  lad 
church  discipline.  Do  your  Revs,  send  a  certain  minister  OTer  her,  and  set  hln 
over  a  certain  church,  and  then  permit  another,  sent  alao  by  yonr  Rera.,  to  drin 
liim  out?  We  cannot  so  understand  it  at  all.  Must  the  Rera.  Rltxema.  Haaghooct 
and  Schuyler,  then,  simply  unite  again  with  our  Coetua,  regardleaa  of  what  tbiT 
haTe  done?  Do  you  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  their  Rera.  could  be  brongbt  to 
unite  again  with  the  ministers  and  eldera  who  have  remained  ftdthful  to  the  Chinck 
Order?    Indeed,  that  would  be  pretty  hard  on  ua. 

And  what  would  we  have,  then,  to  expect?  Would  not  our  Intruder,  John  Sdmjlef. 
while  still  acting  aa  an  intruder  in  one  of  our  churchea,  have  to  attend  ttt  meet- 
ings of  the  Coetus?  And  would  not  his  elder,  also,  hare  to  do  the  same,  althoss^ 
a  member  under  dlacipline,  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Church  Cider? 
And  what  could  we  expect  of  such  a  Coetua?  And  if  that  Coetus  ahould  contlDiw  to 
'  deal  with  their  Revs,  according  to  Church  Order,  how  lon^  would  they  remabi  la  It? 
And  if  they  did,  again,  drop  out,  and  did,  again  separate  themaelTea,  thea  the 
Coetus  would  be  a  divided  body  again,  and  your  Reva.  would  be  unable  to  do  toy- 
thing  of  consequence  for  tbe  preservation  of  our  churchea.  And  we,  havinf  bea 
treated  by  them,  as  we  have  been,  might  (oot)  complain  to  your  Reva.  until  a  imlfls 
with  tbe  Coetus  had  again  been  effected!  This  cannot  take  place  until  their  Ben. 
either  confess  themselves  guilty,  etc.,  or  until  they  let  other  ecclesiastical  ptxtiM 
with  their  Church  Order,  go. 

Our  long-complaining  and  oppressed  churches  would  thus  have  to  wait.  But  who 
would  be  inclined  thus  to  wait?  Who  will  be  able  to  endure  hope  so  long  defened? 
This  visionary  view  of  your  Revs.,  of  thus  reuniting  the  divided  Coetus.  a  Coeca 
divided  on  such  grounds,  will,  we  fear,  really  prevent  your  Revs.,  (who  have  it** 
to  such  a  scheme  so  long),  from  having,  hereafter,  anything  of  consequence  to  di 
in  behalf  of  the  New  Netherland  church;  for  ordine  servato,  mundus  servitat.  it 
lllo  neglecto,  pessum  totus  et  orbls  obit.    Machlna  perpetua  coelestii 

ab  ordine  pendlt. 

We,  therefore,  most  humbly  beg  of  your  Revs,  once  again,  for  the  sake  of  tk 
anguish  of  His  soul,  and  the  death  on  the  cross  which  Jeaua  endured  for  His  ekoici 
to  look  upon  our  misery  and  necessities,  to  consider  the  injustice  done  us  bj  tk 
said  individuals  and  grant  to  us  that  which  Is  juat  for  our  preservation;  and  reoof* 
nlze  us,  and  do  not  ignore  us,  with  all  the  care  and  labor  of  our  worthy  co-mlsl*' 
ters.  We  implore  you  to  exhort  our  opponents  to  penitence  and  to  a  renuncUtlofi  •* 
their  evil  ways,  and  cause  them  to  return  to  the  places  out  of  which  they  birt 
fallen. 

Finally,  as  elders,  appointed  to  have  the  oversight  of  the  doctrine  and  life  of  tk 
ministers,  we  hereby  declare  that,  whatever  our  opponents  may  aay  or  afflrm  to  tk 
contrary,  our  minister,  John  H.  Ooetschius,  as  long  as  we  hare  known  his  Be^.,  ^ 
pure  In  doctrine  and  godly  in  his  walk,  and  that  his  ministry  among  ua  is  tba  <^ 
fruitful. 

In  closing,  we  pray  from  our  hearta  that  the  Lord,  who  la  the  Refoge  of  BH 
people  from  generation  to  generation,  may  grant  that  Hla  work  may  appear  aat" 
HlB  eervanta  and  HVa  gVon  ^^^  ^^^^"^^  OdlVA\«q.,  \iftt  the  beauty  of  the  Ix>rl  ^ 
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God,  be  upon  us!  May  He  establish  the  work  of  oar  hands  upon  as;  yea,  the  work 
ot  oar  hands,  may  He  establish  It! 

Very  Rev.  Sirs,  Mach  Respected  Fathers  and  Brethren,  In  all  snbmlsslon,  we  call 
ourBelyes, 

Yoar  Revs,  obedient  Servants,  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Chnrch  of  Jesns 
(Xirlst  at  Hackensack,  etc. 


George  Brinkerhof, 

Blder 

Gerrlt  Hoppe, 

Blder 

David  Van  Orde, 

«( 

G^rrlt  Lydecker, 

(( 

David  B.  Demarest, 

Deacon 

Johannes  Christie, 

«« 

Johannls  Vrelandt, 

«« 

Sleba  Banta, 

Deacon 

Johannes  Van  der  Hoef, 

«« 

Hendryck  Blynckerhoef, 

Blder 

Jan  Bogert. 

«( 

WUllam  Christie, 

Deacon 

Pieter  Zabrlskle, 

«« 

Samuel  Durie, 

«« 

Jean  Bardan, 

Blder 

Hendrik  Banta, 

Blder 

North  America,  Bergen  County  In  New  Jersey,  Jan.  29,  1757. 
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Portf  oUo  "  New  York  "  Vol.  ii.— xxiii.  461. 

Rev.  John  H.  Goetschlus  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  Feb.  1,  1757. 
Very  Rev.  Classical  Assembly :~With  your  Very  Revs,  permission:  Your  Revs. 
4eel8ion  on  my  case,  in  removing  me  for  the  sake  of  peace,  from  Long  Island,  In 
'the  year  1747-8,  has  caused  me  a  loss  of  over  three  hundred  pounds.  New  York 
aMoney;  for  my  opponents  in  those  churches  have,  for  six  years  past,  withheld  the 
VArt  of  the  promised  salary  which  was  to  come  from  them.  I  can  secure  this  in  no 
^ther  way  than  through  the  government,  [by  law].  I  have  no  means  to  do  it  in 
tl^t  way,  nor  do  I  feel  at  liberty  to  take  that  course,  in  a  county  where  there  Is 
iBeh  a  variety  of  denominations.  Your  Revs,  can  well  imagine  how  frugal  must  be 
1^  llTlng,  with  my  large  family  of  ten  children,  my  aged  mother,  and  my  wife  who 
ft  m  cripple. 

'Wherefore  I  Und  myself  under  the  necessity  most  humbly  to  beseech  you,  tliat 
o<«ir  Revs,  would  be  pleased  to  remember  me  and  my  family  with  mercy  and  sym- 
i^^tby.  Each  of  my  Ghlldren  needs  a  big  Bible  with  marginal  references.  Other 
^YiKteb  books,  (I  have  a  few  in  Latin,)  a  minister  also  needs,  for  the  better  and  more 
Kftelent  performance  of  his  work.  This  your  Revs,  very  well  know.  And,  in  order 
^^t  I  may  educate  my  six  sons  in  the  languages  and  in  the  sciences,  I  beg  of  your 
liberality,  that  you  would  send  them  over  the  necessary  school-books.  I  have 
many  poor  catechumens  in  my  churches.  To  these  I  should  like  to  give  certain 
[&«stlon  books,  like  S.  de  Molenaer's  book,  styled  "Spiritual  and  Pure  Milk", 
^  ^delyke,  onvervalschte  Melk).  I  would  also  like,  for  some  other  poor  but  pious 
^^^rehmembers,  some  other  edifying  books  for  their  increase  in  truth  and  godliness, 
c^ljether,  these  books  would  fill  a  box.  And  if  sent  by  your  Revs,  to  us,  as  objects 
^  joor  Revs,  liberality,  as  members  of  the  household  of  faith,  they  would  bring  to 
^    very  much  Joy. 

^Oommendlng  your  Revs,  to  the  care  of  the  All-sufllclent  One,  I  remain.  Very  Rev. 
Your  Revs,  most  unworthy  servant,  who  cordially  offers  himself  to  your  Revs, 
aervice  in  the  New  Netherland  Church. 

Johannes  Henricus  Goetscliius,  pastor  at  Hackensack  and  Schralenburgh, 

Helvetic  Tlgurlnus. 
1,  17S7. 
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Acts  of  ths  Clabsis  of  Amsterdam. 
Jakson,  Reytsma  and  Fosthumous. 

1757,  April  4tli.  Art  4.  The  candidate  William  Jakson  cum 
before  the  Classis,  requesting  to  be  admitted  to  the  final  exiim- 
nation.     This  was  granted. 

Also  the  Students  Toeko  Bejtsma  and  Jchn  Michad  Foethuinss, 
request  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  the  preparatory  ezaminitioii 
at  the  Classis  of  next  May.  After  they  had  handed  in  laudabb 
Academical  and  proper  Ecclesiastical  certificates,  their  requot 
was  granted.  There  was  assigned  by  the  Examiner  to  Fosthumn^ 
the  text  Matt.  9:  27,  31:  to  Reytsma  Ephes.  5:  8 ;  and  to  bodkin 
Hebrew,  Fsalm  1 6,  and  in  Greek,  Rom.  1.     ^ii    185. 

Depp,  ad  res  Exteraa 

Art.  7  ad  8.  The  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  read  a  letter  wiitta 
by  them  to  Revs.  De  Ronde,  Ritsema  etc.,  which  was  approved 
for  forwarding. 

There  was  also  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Rev.  UlpianiB 
van  Sinderen  of  Flatbush,  of  June  22,  1756,  marked  No.  240. 
The  Classis  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Rev.  Dep.  wheAff 
or  not  to  reply  to  this  private  letter.  Also  an  extract  was  reii 
from  a  letter  from  New  York  dated  Oct.  7,  1756,  signed  by  those 
who  called  themselves  the  President  and  Clerk  of  a  Coetoa, 
marked  No.  261.  It  was  resolved  to  leave  it  to  the  Rev.  Dejf 
whether  to  answer  it,  and  how.     xiii.  136. 

Acts  of  the  Clabsis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  April 

4th,  1757.     Vol.  31,  page  122.     No.  74. 

To  Dominee  L.  De  Ronde,  J.  Ritzema  and  other  members  of  tfe 

Consistory  of  New  York. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

We  have  learned  from  your  letter  of  July  lOth,  1756  that  JW 
were  displeased  m\5cL  oxvi  ^^ce^  ^scaxixttdcation.     This  feck  J«* 
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[>re6S  in  words  which  we  would  rather  aacribe  to  your  misappre- 
asion  of  our  letter^  or  to  the  impatience  of  a  rapid  pen. 
We  will  not  therefore  examine  your  words  too  carefully,  or 
ite  to  you  in  a  similar  spirit.  A  few  remarks  only  will  be  auflSi- 
mt  to  give  you  that  clearer  light  on  the  subject  which  you  need, 
order  that  you  may  have  a  better  opinion  of  our  said  oommuni- 
;ion. 

1.  You  affirm :  "  We  have  never  meddled  in  that  matter  of  Do. 
leghoort,  (at  the  Faramus  Assembly,)  either  in  his  behalf  or 
ainst  him.  We  have  never  given  a  final  decision  (in  that  busi- 
ss),  but  on  the  contrary,  have  kept  quite  aloof  from  it'* — ^You 
lo  seem  to  think  that  we  have  magnified  the  significance  of  that 
ig  and  confused  document  of  that  Faramus  Assembly,  accepting 
3rything  recorded  therein  as  trua  But,  dear  brethren,  this  is 
c5omplete  misapprehension  of  the  opinion  of  our  Classis.  We 
m  understood  its  significance,  but  in  order  to  end  the  matter, 
»  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  answer  the  document  of  that 
>lent  and  disorderly  Assembly  at  Faramus.  But  we  did  answer 
jertain  Consistory,  (New  York),  from  which  we  expected  more 
udence  and  calmness.  Before  that  Consistory  the  whole  busi- 
3s  of  that  Assembly  at  Faramus  was  brought  up  in  order  to  get 
I  apporval  and  concurrenca  To  that  Consistory  indeed  the  pro- 
sed matters  were  presented  by  Eev.  Ha^hoort,  according  to  the 
itement  in  the  postscript  We  now  answer  you,  that  you  may 
hort  them  to  bring  all  their  disorders  to  an  end,  by  advising 
em  to  unite  again  with  the  Coetus,  to  which  they  properly  belong, 
e  hear  that  you  have  not  yet  given  any  final  decision  in  that 
Fair;  but  that  is  not  from  any  lack  of  good-will  on  your  part 
)r  in  that  famous  postscript  of  Nov.  24,  1755,*  you  say,  in 
cordance  with  the  proposition  of  Eev.  Haeghoort,  "  that  if  both 
Ttiee  will  leave  the  matter  to  the  judgement  of  our  Consistory, 
ey  will  give  a  decision  on  the  business,  but  that  you  are  unable, 
ider  any  other  conditions,  to  do  anything."  And  in  the  same 
rain  your  last  letter  runs :  "  That  the  Consistory  of  New  York 
ill  not  decide  upon  it,  nor  meddle  with  it,  before  that  both  parties 

See  under  Not.  26,  1766. 
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etzprees  a  desire  for  their  decision^  and  leave  the  whole  nutter 
(nota  bene)  to  their  judgment" 

ITow  inasmuch  as  the  Classis  already  understood  that  all  the 
seven  provinces,  (of  Holland) ,  with  all  their  cities,  villages  and 
congregations  were  not  subordinate  to  her ;  and  that  it  is  equtHj 
true  that  all  the  congregations  (in  America)  do  not  bel<Hig  to  tb 
congregation  of  "New  York;    (which  beautiful  illustraticm  Ik 
Classis  did  not  need  in  this  case  as  an  example  of  subordinatioDy 
under  our  Church  Bules;)  the  Classis  also  knows  with  no  ka 
clearness,  that  the  Consistory  (of  ITew  Yorik)  would  have  dooe 
better  if  she  had  not  at  all  accepted  of  the  office  of  Judge  in  thk 
matter,  but  had  kept  aloof  therefrom. 

Since  then,  as  we  suppose  the  congregations  where  the  dis- 
turbances prevailed,  do  not  belong  to  New  York,  the  Classis  thinb 
that  the  "New  York  Consistory,  instead  of  encouraging  the  aboliah- 
ment  of  the  Coetus,  whidi  was  established  only  a  few  jean 
previously  (namely,  in  1747,)  would  have  done  better  to  hiw 
defended  the  Coetus,  and  to  have  carried  this  business  before  the 
proper  l^al  tribunal. 

2.  In  the  second  place  you  ask,  "  What  has  the  New  ToA 
Consistory  to  do  with  the  quarrels  there  ?  We  are  surprised  thit 
the  Classis  suspects  that  Consistory  of  conspiring  with  the  dis- 
affected. Is  such  a  suspicion  so  very  strange,  brethren,  when  the 
Classis  is  hardly  allowed  to  give  an  exhortation  against  it !  His 
the  New  York  Consistory  forgotten  their  resolution  of  Oct  Isl, 
1754,  which  was  communicated  to  us  in  a  letter,  in  whidi  ywir 
Assembly  not  only  admits  that  the  Coetus  (in  America)  is  without 
any  further  usefulness,  but  also  declares  that  the  clause  in  the 
call  of  Domine  De  Ronde,  requiring  him  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Coetus,  is  thereforth  null  and  void.  GenUemen,  how  are  we  to 
understand  these  things  ?  Does  this  look  like  having  nothing  to 
do  with  the  quarrels  of  (the  province  of)  New  York,  nor  taking 
any  part  in  them?  Can  your  action  be  regarded  as  exhibiting 
regularity  of  conduct  and  Christina  love,  and  was  it  for  the  edi- 
fication of  your  congr^ation  ?  Or  was  not  such  conduct^  to  » 
greater  or  lesa  extent,  conductive  to  the  destruction  of  the  Coetosf 
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Nevertheless,  for  the  establishment  of  that  Coetus,  you  were 
mong  the  petitioners  to  the  Classis,  but  now  your  conduct  has 
»een  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  many  disturbances  which 
lave  arisen. 

Although,  therefore,  we  recently  praised,  in  our  Classical 
Lssembly,  the  objections  which  you  raised  against  the  abolishment 
f  the  Coetus,  as  written  in  a  letter  to  that  body,  Dec.  9th,  1755, 
a  this  other  matter  we  praise  you  not  We  have,  however, 
Qstead  of  giving  our  opinion  in  violent  language,  done  it  in  a 
aim  manner,  in  a  letter  of  July  21st,  1755.  Therein  we  showed 
be  unreasonableness  of  such  a  resolution,  and  agreed  with  your 
rinciple  in  the  very  words  of  your  letter  of  Oct.  17th,  1754, 
amely :  "  That  the  conduct  of  some  who  care  nothing  for  those 
hings  to  which  they  have  set  their  signatures  in  their  calls,  was 
0  be  disapproved.'^  We  therefore  b^  you,  on  this  principle,  to 
escind  your  resolution,  and  do  not  separate  yourselves  from  the 
Doetus,  but  remain  with  it,  and  harmonize  with  that  Assembly 
a  their  spirit  and  desire  for  general  usefulness.  Instead  of 
eceiving  from  you  an  answer  to  this  letter,  we  received  none  at 
U,  except  your  signature  on  Nov.  24,  1755,  which  was  appended 
0  that  document  of  the  Assembly  at  Paramus,  and  in  which  you 
eclare  that  you  are  ready  to  give  your  judgement  on  that  matter, 
f  both  parties  will  leave  that  business  to  your  judgement  I  But 
^as  not  that  a  grave  offence  {literally,  crime,)  inasmuch  as  the 
Jlassis  had  most  earnestly,  and  with  tender  love,  exhorted  you 
ot  to  take  any  part  with  the  disaffected. 

3.  Finally,  there  is  yet  something  to  be  said  about  that  com- 
aunication  concerning  Eev.  Ritzema,  one  of  the  members  of  your 
ody  (the  Consistory  of  New  York),  whom  we  tried  to  dissuade 
pom  reviving  that  old  affair  of  1748,  as  we  consider  that  to  be 
ettled;  for  we  hope  that  all  hold  themselves  to  that,  which  the 
/lassis  has  once  acted  on,  endorsing  all  the  Acts  of  the  Classis. 
I'ou  ask :  "  Inasmuch  as  Rev.  Ritzema  has  written  personally, 
7hy  is  he  not  personally  answered  ?  *'  We  answer,  simply  we  had 
leither  time  nor  delight  in  the  business,  and  also  because  we 
bought  there  would  be  no  danger  of  erring  in  the  interpretation 
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of  our  letter.  You  clearly  show  this  to  be  the  case.  But  if  wb 
must  be  so  very  particular  thea  we  ought  to  have  written  one  letter 
to  the  Consistory  of  New  York;  one  to  the  leader  of  that  Fanimii 
Assembly;  one  to  the  Bev.  Vander  Linde^  (pastor  at  Paramus); 
one  to  Bev.  (Joetschius;  one  to  Rev.  Bitzema;  and  one  to  Bm 
Ritzema  and  De  Bonde  together — all  to  be  signed,  (aooording  to 
the  request  of  Bev.  Haeghoort  as  expressed  on  the  back  of  Iiii 
letter,)  exactly  on  Nov.  26th  (1766). 

But  where  would  be  the  end  of  such  things,  and  what  would  be 
their  use  ?  What  man  is  able,  however  attentive  and  active  be 
may  be;,  to  write  to  every  individual  in  particular,  where  so  manj 
heads,  so  many  meetings,  so  many  quarrels  and  disturbances  exist! 
And  would  it  be  conducive  to  quiet  and  peace  {  Is  it  not  unwise 
to  say — "  The  Coetus  is  of  no  use,"  and  then  to  wander  farther 
off  from  the  old  household  ?  Moreover  the  Coetus  passed  a  resolu- 
tion some  time  ago  that  '^  Inasmuch  as  our  Deputati  ad  res  ExUm 
had  their  hands  full,  lliey  must  not  feel  under  obligations  to  write 
to  individuals,  unless  it  seemed  absolutely  necessary." 

We  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  require  this  of  us,  but  oa 
the  contrary,  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  reestab- 
lish the  Coetus,  in  order  that  it  may  be  possible  for  us  to  oondnct 
again  a  useful  correspondence  with  you,  and  in  a  kind  and  lefl 
burdensome  way.  We  beg  of  you,  brethren,  to  exert  all  ytwr 
powers  to  promote  peace.  Banish  all  strife  away  from  you,  list 
you  may  experience  the  fulfillment  of  that  truth,  that  "Wh«e 
brethren  live  in  harmony,  there  Otod  will  give  his  blessing."  His 
the  Gospel  requires  of  you,  and  Jesus  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace 
demands  it  of  you.  The  Lord  of  the  House,  wherein  you  are 
laborers,  is  not  within  when  the  servants  are  beating  eadi  otte- 
On  the  contrary.  He  loves  those  who  are  of  a  peaceful  dispositioa, 
and  who  build  his  house  in  love  and  faith,  and  without  the  nrnse 
of  the  hammer.  Keep  before  your  eyes  that  which  is  the  ddigkt 
of  the  Churches  King,  namely,  the  progress  of  his  Kingdom. 
Follow  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  in  your  daily  walk  and 
conversation. 


OF  THE  State  of  New  Yokk.  3699 

1767 

And  now  may  our  advice  be  followed  up.  It  will  make  us 
happy  to  behold  you  in  unity  again,  animated  by  a  common  love 
and  purposa 

May  the  Lord  of  Peace  give  you  that  peace  which  is  everlasting. 
The  Lord  be  with  you  all.  With  this  blessing,  we  subscribe  our- 
selves, Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren.  In  the  Name  of  the 
Glassis  of  Amsterdam, 

R.  Schutte,  Depp.  CI.  ad  res  Exteras,  h.  t  Praeses. 
John  Boskoop,  Eccles.  Amsterdam,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scriba. 
Amsterdam, 

In  our  Classical  Assembly, 
April  4, 1757. 

Acts  of  ths  Ciassis  of  Amstbbdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  those  constituting  the   rightful 
Coetus,  April  4,  1767.    VoL  81,  page  125.    No.  75. 

To  the  Ministers  and  Elders  constituting  the  rightful  Coetus  of 

New  York. 

Kev.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — ^Inasmuch  as  we  are  accustomed  to  send 

you  the  Acts  of  the  Very  Reverend  Christian  Synod  of  North 

Holland,  so  this  letter  accompanies  the  said  Acta  Synodi,  which 

was  held  last  year,  (1756)  at  Enkhuyzen.     We  trust  and  expect 

that  the  matters  mentioned  therein,  referring  to  your  church,  may 

bear  fruit  unto  the  greater  usefulness  of  your  church  and  the 

glory  of  the  Lord.     May  it  be  our  privilege  to  hear  such  reports 

concerning  you  that  we  may  praise  the  Lord  therefor.     We  pray 

for  the  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  church  of  which 

you  are  the  Leaders  and  Overseers. 

Consider  us  with  all  affection,  Bev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your 

obedient  servants  and  brethren.  In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdam. 

John  Boskoop,  Ecc.  Amst.  Depp.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

A.  Buurt,  V.  D.  M.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 

Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

April  4, 1757. 
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Chtjboh  of  'Nbw  Yokk. 

New  York,  April  17, 1757. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Alderman  livingston,  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation  (of  tk 
City)  proposed  that  they  should  have  liberty  to  quarry  stone,  (for 
the  construction  of  a  prison*)  in  the  stone  quarry  on  the  Manor 
of  Fordham ;  and  enquired  how  much  the  church  would  demand 
for  each  load  of  stone. 

The  consistory  resolved  to  consent,  putting  the  price  at  Aree 

pence  a  load ;  under  condition  that  Michiel  Tenenr  and  his  bob 

Hendrick  should  be  applied  to,  and  their  consent  obtained,  anee 

the  stone  quarry  is  in  the  farm  which  they  have  leased    This 

domine  Kitzema  engaged  to  do  tomorrow. 

In  name  etc 

J.  Ritzema. 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Teneur  was,  that  he  had  no  objections. 

Acts  of  thb  Culssis  of  Amst£ri>am. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen,  Maj  2, 
1757.     Vol.  31,  page  125.     No.  76.     Referred  to,  xxiv.  56. 

To  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen,  V.  D.  M.  in  Kings  County,  Lodj 

Island. 
Rev.  Sir  and  Brother : — 

In  answer  to  your  letter  from  Flatbush  (Vlachbos)  of  June  22, 
1756,  in  which  you  refer  to  the  conduct  of  Rev.  Ritzema  and  hi 
followers,  and  the  illegality  of  the  call  of  Rev.  Curtenius,  ^ 
remark:  That  our  Assembly  never  regarded  the  call  as  exactlj 
regular,  having  expressed  an  opinion  on  this  matter  to  the  illegal 
Consistory  of  Kings  County  in  the  year  1755.  We  have  learned, 
however,  from  the  Reading-room,  (Boekzaal),  that  Rev.  Curteniiis 
has  died.  Furthermore,  if  Rev.  Ritzema  has  purposely  kept  back 
the  Acts  of  the  Coetus  of  1754,  his  conduct  is  disapproved.  Tie 
necessity,  however,  appears  all  the  greater  of  sustaining  each 
other  in  order  to  re-establish  the  Coetus. 

*Thl8  prison  vraa  th«  old  Bridewell  in  City  Hall  Park,  and  moie  leeently  kBO«> 
as  "  The  Uall  ot  Recot^^'' ,  v«.>L«Ti  ^q»^ti,  \»&,  Ik^t  tti«  anbway  raUxoad. 
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May  the  All-SuflScient  One  be  near  to  you  and  to  all  who  have 
at  heart  the  prosperity  of  Zion.  Rev.  Sir  and  Brother  Your 
»bedient  servants  and  brethren^  In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of 

Amsterdanu 

John  Boskoop,  Ecc.  Amst.  Depp.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

A.  Buurt,  V.  D.  M.  Amst  Depp.  h.  t  Scriba. 

Amsterdam^  In  our  Classical  Assembly^ 

May  2,  1757. 

AOTS  OF  THS  ClASBIS  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  Revs.  Verbryck  and  Vrooman, 
May  2,  1757.  Vol.  31,  page  126.  No.  77.  Referred  to, 
sdv.  56. 

To  Domines  Samuel  Verbryck  and  B.  Vroomans. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — 

You  will  learn  from  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland 
how  the  affairs  of  New  York  have  been  treated.  We  have  noth- 
ing else  to  answer  to  the  contents  of  your  letter  from  New  York 
of  the  date  of  Oct  7,  1756,  except  that  we  hold  ourselves  to  the 
former  opinion,  inasmuch  as  we  have  seen  no  reason  to  change. 
May  the  God  of  Heaven  direct  the  affairs  of  his  church  in  the 
best  way,  for  he  is  mighty  and  good. 

We  subscribe  ourselves.  Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 
In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Boskoop,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 
A.  Buurt,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

May  2, 1757. 
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SECOND  ADMINISTRA.TION  OF  GOVEBNOR  JAMES 
DE  LANCEY,  JUNE  3,  1767-nJULY  30,  1760,  WHM 
HE  DIED. 

I 

Acts  of  ths  Chassis  of  Aicstkbdaic 

Letter  from  Bergen  County. 

1757,  June  6th.  Art.  7.  The  Conunittee  ad  res  Exteras  leid 
an  extract  from  a  letter,  signed  North  America,  Beirgen  CoodIt, 
in  New  Jersey,  January  29,  1767,  by  elders  and  deacons  of  ^ 
church  at  Hackensack ;  together  with  an  appended  letter  of  Ber. 
Gh)et6ius.     An  answer  thereto  waa  read  and  approved,    ziii  13S. 

Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Aicstsbdaic. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  churches  of  Hackensack  and 
Schraalenberg,  June  6,  1757.  VoL  81.  Page  127.  No.  W. 
Referred  to,  xxiv.  56. 

To  the  Elders  and  Deacons  of  Hackensack  and  Schiaalenbeig. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren : — ^We  have  heard  with  grief  the  nflwly 
risen  strifes.  We  can  only  express  our  condemnation  on  aU  ds- 
turbances  no  matter  from  what  source  they  ccnne.  But  it  is 
impossible  to  restore  unity  in  all  these  disturances,  so  long  as  om 
aid  is  asked  for  to  do  only  what  each  one  thinks  best,  while  rejeet- 
ing  the  advice  which  we  think  best.  You  call  our  opinion,  aboui 
the  importance  of  re-establishing  the  Coetus,  a  delusive  one;  yet 
we  think  we  well  understand  the  condition  of  your  affairs.  We 
are  obliged  to  act  according  to  the  degree  of  our  knowledge.  So 
long  as  we  know  no  better,  we  adhere  to  our  former  opinion.  If  it 
please  you  to  continue  to  reject  our  advice,  we  will,  althon^  it 
prived  of  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  your  prosperity  have  the 
satisfaction  of  having  tried  to  promote  it. 

In  reference  to  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Gt>etachiu8,  we  can  anh 
say  that  we  have  no  authority  to  grant  it.  Having  beson^t  in 
your  behalf,  grace  and  love,  we  remain,  Rev.  Sirs  and  BretbreB, 
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obedient  servants  and  brethren.  In  the  name  of  the  Classis 
sterdam. 

John  Boskoop,  Ecc.  Amst  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

A.  Buurt,  V.  D.  M.  Amst  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Classical  Assembly, 

June  6,  1757. 

Chukoh  of  New  Yobk. 
Requested  to  take  measures  for  a  Classis. 

July  4,  1757. 
:or7  held  after  Calling  on  God's  name. 

mine  Bitaema  presented  a  request  from  domines  Mandns  and  Hovenberg, 

ime  of  their  respective  congregations,  urging  the  congregation  of  New  York 

with  their  members  and  their  congregations  in  constituting  a  Classis  in 
Qtry.  This  was  in  order  to  prevent  the  decay,  (which  is  daily  more  and 
be  feared),  of  the  Netherlandish  congregations  in  this  and  the  neighboring 
!.  The  proposition  was,  for  several  reasons,  cordially  received.  Nevertbe- 
'ing  taken  all  things  into  mature  considerations,  the  consistory  resolved  to 
t  entirely,  and  the  President  was  directed  to  send  a  reply  to  this  effect, 
e  last  lists  of  Mr.  Vanden  Sman  were  presented,  with  the  accompanying 
that,  since  they  were  not  suffldent  for  his  support,  the  deficiency  should  be 

in  some  other  way  by  the  consistory.  It  was  unanimously  Besolved,  that 
ild  be  done  by  a  collection  in  the  churches  the  time  to  be  fixed  hereafter, 
was  represented  by  the  deacons  that  Aaltje  Hulst,  who  for  a  considerable 
1  been  supported  by  the  deacons  in  her  poverty,  was  now  so  situated  that  it 
sible  for  her  to  contribute  something  of  the  expense.  This  was  referred  to 
ons. 

was  proposed  to  let  Mayor  Cruger  bold  for  some  years  the  lot  next  the 
ouse  by  the  old  church,  in  order  that  he  might  remove  the  old  stable  stand- 
eon,  and  erect  a  suitable  house.    This  was  taken  into  consideration. 

lone  etc.« 

J.  Bltzema,  President. 

The  Letter  and  Answer. 

I 

lanclus  and  Van  Hovenberg  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  their 

answer. 

tory  of  New  York,  July  4,  1757.  Do.  Bitsema  presented  a  request,  in  the 
'  Dos.  Mancius  and  Van  Hoevenberg  in  behalf  of  their  respective  congrega- 
>  press  on  the  church  of  New  York  to  unite  with  the  members  of  other 
9,  in  the  formation  of  a  Classis  in  this  Country,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
of  the  Netherland  congregations  In  this  and  the  neighboring  province;  for 
cline  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated.  The  communication  was,  for  several 
agreeable.  Nevertheless,  after  maturely  considering  the  whole  matter,  the 
>ry  determined  to  do  nothing  at  all  at  present,  and  directed  the  President  to 
eply  to  that  effect. 

ter  of  Consistory  to  Domines  Mancius  and  Hoevenberg. 

id  and  Learned  Brethren:— 

ir  request,  domine  Bitzema  made  known  to  the  Consistory  your  proposal  for 
;tion  of  a  Classis  in  this  country,  and  also  the  reasons  why  you  deemed  it 
and  necessary,  namely  for  the  maintenance  and  security  of  the  D^tfi.V 

B  here. 
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These  were  considered,  as  we  beUeve  impartially,  by  us,  and  we  will  la  a  woil 

acquaint  yon  with  our  thouirhts  upon  this  matter.   We  are  ot  optnlon  that  ths  ititi 

of  things  among  ns  at  present  Is  evidently  producing  much  confnskm.  and  the  loofR 

they  continue,  the  worse  It  will  become.    Therefore  we  consider  It  our  doty  to  lo 

nothing,  at  least  until  such  circumstances  occur  as  will  make  the  erectloa  of  tk 

Classls  necessary. 

Further  we  remain.  Reverend  Sire. 

Your  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  name  etc. 

J.  Rltiema.  Presldcst 
New  York.  July  i.  1757. 

At  a  meeting  of  Consistory  Aug.  2L    The  children  taught  by  the  late  Mr.  Vu 

Dalsen  were  allowed  to  go  to  Mr.  Welp,  provisionally. 

J.  Rltaema,  Preddest 

Synod  of  North  Holland,  July  25-Augu8t  4, 1757.  Abticu 
46,  2nd  part,  pp.  46-49,  Vol.  64  in  Archives  of  Classis  of 
Amsterdam. 

NEW  YOREL 

n.  Besides  the  Pennsylyania  matters  those  of  New  York  came 
before  the  Committee. 

A.  In  general,  while  in  their  opinion,  as  was  stated  last  year, 
these  might  be  considered  by  a  special  committee,  since  the  Kev 
York  churches  are  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and 
have  no  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  churches,  yet,  to  serve 
the  Synod,  they  have  consented  to  take  them  under  consideration. 
In  such  a  way,  however,  as  to  ask  the  Assembly  if  it  would  not 
be  well,  in  order  to  avoid  henceforth  all  confusion  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania with  the  New  York  matters,  to  do  one  of  two  things  to  mab 
of  the  New  York  matters  a  separate  article  hereafter  in  the  Acte  of 
this  Synod ;  or  to  so  enlarge  the  Lemma  of  this  Article — ^Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York — as  to  indicate  that  various  matters  are 
dealt  with. 

B.  In  particular 

1.  The  Conmiittee  had  before  them  a  letter  from  the  Coetnal 
Assembly,  held  at  New  York,  May  4,  1756,  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, R.  Erickson,  and  the  Scribe,  John  Henry  Goetschius. 

a.  This  letter  states  that  an  Ecclesiastical  Coetus,  subordinate 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  direct  and 
care  for  the  churches  whose  number  and  needs  are  increasing. 
Wherefore  that  Assembly — with  which  several  ministers  there  are 
not  in  sympalYiy — on  TCioXioTi  oi  tke  minister  of  Second  Bim, 
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pressed  its  desire  that  a  Classical  Assembly  might  be  introduced 
aong  them.  To  obtain  this,  a  person  was  chosen  as  Commis- 
)ner,  (Legaat)  to  attend  the  meeting  of  this  Synod,  and  to 
esent  and  urge  that  matter.  But,  as  he  had  been  hindered  in 
3  journey,  this  letter  should  be  simply  r^arded  as  a  forerunner, 
le  letter  presents  certain  points  to  show  the  necessity  for  a 
issis ;  but  these  points  are  not  given  at  length  nor  enforced  by 
asons — a  thing  to  be  done  afterwards. 

At  the  close  of  this  letter  was  a  writing  from  Key.  John  Leydt, 
inister  at  "New  Brunswick,  dated  June  23, 1756,  stating  that  this 
i»r  was  a  copy  of  an  original  letter,  with  which,  if  not  word  for 
)rd,  it  did  substantially  agree;  and  that  the  matter  was  of  the 
>re  importance  as  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  is  said  to  have 
reed  to  appear  before  the  Synod  in  opposition  to  it,  on  the 
ound  of  its  being  misled  by  four  or  five  ministers  whose  efforts 
list  have  been  directed  to  abolish  even  the  Coetus. 
b.  The  Committee  are  (salvo  meliori)  of  opinion  that  the 
pibe  of  this  Synod  might  write  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  that 
long  as  the  objections,  which  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has 
ainst  it,  appear  to  the  Synod  so  great,  it  abides  by  its  action  of 
\t  year — ^that  it  can  in  no  way  allow  a  Classis  in  that  country; 
d  that  for  the  same  reasons  which  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has 
iborately  set  forth;  and  that  it  advises  the  churches  of  New 
)rk,  for  their  own  good,  to  keep  in  correspondence  with,  and 
bordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  hold  themselves 
animously  to  their  Coetus  as  an  Assembly;  exhorting  them  at 
8  same  time  to  peace  and  love. 

C.  The  Committee  had  received  two  more  letters — ^both  of 
3m  going  over  the  same  subject 

1.  The  first  from  elders  and  deacons  in  the  Woods  of  Sauger- 
s,  dated  Nov.  20,  1756.  They  mention  that,  located  far  from 
5W  York,  they  have  no  religious  services  and  are  hungering  for 
3  Word  of  God;  that  they  have  called  for  their  minister, 
irianus  Van  der  Swan,  Visitor  of  the  Sick  at  New  York — a  man 
lom  they  praise  for  his  integrity,  humility,  piety  and  learning ; 
d  that  they  pray  this  very  Kev.  Synod,  in  compassion,  as  they 
ve  no  means  to  send  him  over,  and  the  voyage  m1i!i[i»Q^^£ai^^>^  ^ 
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dangerous,  to  authorize  the  ministers  of  New  York  to  e 
and  promote  him  b j  order  of  the  Synod.  Thej  promise  ti 
always  remember  that  favor  with  gratitude. 

2.  The  second  is  from  Sev.  John  Ritsema,  minister  i 
York,  under  date  of  Dea  6,  1756,  calculated  to  enforoe  ^ 
mentioned  request.     His  Sev.  states  chiefly — 

a.  That  that  person  came  over  to  them  in  1751,  with  go< 
menials  from  Amsterdam.  In  1729  he  had  been  ezami 
the  Consistory  of  Amsterdam  for  Visitor  of  the  Sick  to  t 
Indies. 

b.  That,  during  his  stay  in  New  York,  he  had  shown 
diligent,  pious,  humble  and  exemplary  in  his  ministry,  { 
given  every  evidence  of  orthodoxy  in  teaching  and  prop 
conduct,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  that  church. 

c.  That  several  ministers  there  had  given  their  written 
to  his  promotion  to  the  sacred  ministry,  and  so  are  virtual 
regarded  as  also  signers  of  this  request. 

d.  His  Rev.  urges  the  request  for  authorization  as  abo 
tioned,  on  account  of  the  man's  age,  his  being  a  married  i 
having  once  and  again  crossed  the  ocean,  the  risk  at  s< 
especially  during  the  war  with  the  French,  the  heavy 
which  the  church  desiring  him  has  no  means  to  meet,  t 
of  a  minister  there  to  instruct  the  people  in  their  dense  igi 
the  danger  into  which  flourishing  churches  might  fall,  an* 
the  man's  knowledge  of  theology,  his  singular  gifts  of  spe 
humility  and  integrity. 

The  Committee  cannot  omit  to  mention — 

1.  That,  on  the  one  hand,  they  have  compassion  for  that 
and  can  see  well  enough  that  if  such  authorization  is 
that  church  may  not  at  all,  or  not  in  a  long  time,  have  its 
for  the  Word  of  God  satisfied ;  nor  receive,  in  its  dense  ig 
the  necessary  instruction  which  that  persgn — ^if  the  test 
regarding  him  are  as  much  according  to  truth  as  they  a 
love — ^might  be  competent  to  give  us  a  useful  instrument 
hand. 

2.  Oil  tlie  o\ii^T  \i«xA,  ^^^  CicstMcaittee  are  afraid  of  tl 
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Ube  Kev.  Assembly,  and  that  the  granting  of  this  request  might 
lay  a  bridge  for  the  project  to  act  henceforth  in  a  Classical  capacity 
And  to  throw  off  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Wherefore  the  Committee,  taking  into  account  the  obscurity  of 
'this  thing,  and  recognizing  that  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has 
more  to  do  with  matters  of  this  nature  and  so  has  more  light  on 
"them,  are  of  opinion  (salvo  meliori)  that  this  matter  might  be  sent 
'to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  with  the  request  that  it  take 
8Uoh  action  as  the  good  of  that  church  may  require. 

By  general  consent  this  request  was  adopted  by  the  Synod,  and 
^e  president  heartily  thanked  the  Conmiittee  for  the  trouble  they 
"took  in  this  matter.  As  regards  further  action  on  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York,  the  Christian  Synod  is  of  opinion  that  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  ought  to  be  kept  separate,  and  a  new  Article  be 
3nade  for  NEW  YORK,  to  follow  that  on  Pennsylvania. 

OI4ASSIOAI.  CHANQBS. 

Rev.  William  Jackson  took  his  final  examination  and  was  or- 
dained, April  4,  1757,  as  minister  of  Bergen  and  Staten  Island  in 

Iforth  America. 

Chxjboh  of  New  York. 

Pews. 

New  York,  September  12, 1757. 
Consistory  held,  etc. 

§  1.  A  dispute  was  brought  forward  between  Mr.  Simon  John- 
son and  Mrs.  Basset  concerning  the  seat  of  the  widow  of  Cornells 
Van  Hoome  in  the  New  Church.  After  deliberation  it  was  deter- 
xoined  that  Mr.  Johnston  was  the  next  of  kin,  and  should  have 
the  seat  for  his  daughter. 

§  2.  Does  an  owner  (of  a  pew)  who  does  not  come  to  church, 

liave  the  right  to  put  any  one  in  his  place,  against  the  inclination, 

of  the  family  owning  the  seat?     After  deliberation  it  was  oon- 

diuded  that  such  a  person  could  hold  the  seat,  but  the  renting  of 

it  belonged  to  the  Church  Masters,  who  ought  to  consult  the  family 

"wbeai  they  rented. 

Signed  in  name  etc 
91  5.  "BkYxi^QCkaL. 
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cosbbsponbkncs  from  alocbica. 

The  Coetus,  per  Bev.  John  Leydt,  President  and  David  Marmn 
Scribe,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  4,  1757. 

Portfolio  "  New  York '',  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  Vol.  xxiii,  pp.  475h 

xxiv.     61. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Clauli  of  Amsterdam.  Qreetlngi! 
Very  Rev.  Slra  and  Respected  Brethren:— 

As  hope  deferred  makes  the  heart  sick,  so  expectations,  without  help  or  lai 
most  die.  Thus  now.  to  our  sorrow,  in  the  church  of  Stone  Arabia,  where  tlw  iti 
dent  (John)  Mauritius  Goetschius.  was  called,  hopes  and  expectations  hare  tosethi 
come  to  an  end.  For  that  church,  haying  failed  to  secure  his  promotion,  (ordln 
tion),  as  they  desired,  and  as  they  urir^  so  strongly  in  our  Coetus.  and  at  we  tk 
urged  upon  the  Rev.  Classis,  has  dropped  both  him  and  the  Dutch  Church  OrA 
altogether.    She  has  now  become  a  prey  to  confusion  and  to  German  tramps. 

However,  his  Rey.  received  a  call  at  once  from  the  German  and  Dutch  chsicki 
In  Schoharie.  These  churches  renewed  their  urgent  request  in  the  Coetus  for  k 
promotion.  Those  churches,  also,  which  had  called  Mr.  Henrlcus  FrieUnghuyif 
persisted  In  requesting  of  the  Coetus  promotion  for  this  minister  whom  they  ki 
called.  In  the  event  of  these  requests  not  being  granted,  disasters  threatened,  tki 
would  be  no  less  serious  than  those  which  have  come  upon  Stone  Arabia.  Tta 
must  also  be  added  to  these  circumstances,  that  the  strivings  of  the  Holy  Spir 
are  discernible  among  some  of  these  people.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  the  terrio 
of  this  young  man  lu  that  church  promise  good  results,  if  he  can  go  in  and  oi 
among  that  people  as  minister  In  full.  It  is,  indeed,  true,  that  a  few  hare  man 
fested  some  uneasiness  about  his  ordination,  but  that  is  not  strange  in  cases  of  th 
kind,  especially  where  ministers  are  not  wanting  who  side  with  the  opposition. 

Then,  also,  as  the  Are  of  war  both  on  sea  and  Sand  Is  sweeping  more  fenenl 
over  our  country  than  ever  before,  and  as  those  churches,  in  particular,  being  c 
the  extreme  frontiers,  are  exposed  to  frequent  incursions  of  the  savages.  It  is  i 
the  more  necessary  for  them  to  have  the  presence  of  a  leader  in  God's  Hoase. 

And  still  again.  We  are  not  able  to  deny  on  any  good  grounds,  nor  is  anj  « 
else  able,  that  we  are  in  real  and  proper  form,  the  Eldership  (or  Presbyterj)  of  ti 
Church.  By  divine  right  that  body  is  entitled  to  the  laying  on  of  hands,  accoidii 
to  1  Tim.  4:14,  and  other  passages  of  Scripture.  Founded,  as  this  is.  on  God's  Ho 
Word,  It  is  found  no  less  in  our  Netherlands  Confession,  in  Articles  30,  XL.  21*  It 
also  substantially  in  accord  with  the  Canons  of  Dordrecht,  Articles  4.  etc;  for  It 
well  understood,  that  what  might  be  expected  therefrom,  in  relation  to  our  oi 
Eldership,  Is  to  be  considered  as  adjuncts  decorum,  en  drcumstantlae  utiUtarv 


«  ARTICLE  30.  Concerning  the  Government  of,  and  Offices  in  the  Chureh.—^e  belle 
that  this  true  Church  must  be  governed  by  that  spiritual  policy  which  our  Lord  I 
taught  us  in  His  Word:  namely,  that  there  must  be  ministers  or  pastors  to  pres 
the  Word  of  God.  and  to  administer  the  sacraments:  also  elders  and  deacons.  w1 
together  with  the  pastors,  form  the  Council  of  the  Church :  That  by  these  mea 
the  true  religion  may  be  preserved,  and  the  true  doctrine  everywhere  propagiti 
likewise,  transgreftsors  punished  and  restrained  by  spiritual  means;  also  that  i 
poor  and  distressed  may  be  relieved  and  comforted  according  to  their  neccssltl 
By  these  means,  everything  will  be  carried  on  in  the  Church  with  good  order  f 
decency,  when  faithful  men  are  chosen,  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  8t  Pi 
in  his  Epistle  to  Timothy. 

ARTICLE  31.  Of  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons.— We  beliere  that  the  mlnlst 
of  God's  Word  and  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  ought  to  be  chosen  to  their  resped 
offices  by  a  lawful  election  of  the  Church,  with  oalling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lo 
and  in  that  order  which  the  Word  of  God  teacheth.  Therefore  erery  one  mwt  ti 
heed,  not  to  intrude  himself  by  Indecent  means,  but  is  bound  to  wait  till  it  •! 
please  God  to  caU  Wm.  that  he  may  have  testimony  of  his  calling,  and  be  cert 
and  assured  that  Vt  \a  ol  t\i^  l/^t^.   4a  tw  xaa*  tnlnUters  of  God*a  Word,  they  ki 


OF  THE  State  op  New  York.  3709 

for  some,  and  not  for  all  timea  and  churches.  In  that  sense  it  is  taken  also  In 
Article  85. 

The  pressure  of  the  churches,  then,  under  the  circumstances,  as  presented,  being 
persistent,  we  could  not  in  good  conscience  refuse  them,  nor  longer  neglect  to 
gratify  their  desires.  Therefore  Mr.  Henricus  Friellnghuysen  was  granted  his  pre- 
IMiratory  and  final  examinations,  and  ordained  over  the  churches  of  Mormel,  (Marble- 
town),  Mombackus  (Rochester,  Ulster  Co.),  and  Wawarslng  (Naponoch);  and  Mr. 
(John)  Mauritius  Goetschius  was  made  a  candidate  for  the  churches  of  Schoharie. 

This,  our  action,  Is  now  made  known  to  the  very  Rev.  Classis,  with  the  hope  that 
It  may  meet  with  your  Revs,  pleasure,  and  that  it  may  be  held  at  full  value.  We 
thus  hope,  in  order  that  the  services  thus  entered  upon  (by  these  young  men)  may 
have  the  more  general  acceptance,  (by  all  the  people)  and  be  influential  for  good. 
We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  Rev.  Glassls  will  in  no  wise  set  itself  against  our  act, 
well  knowing,  as  we  do,  that  it  could  not  do  so,  without  entirely  subverting  the 
Reformed  Church  Ck>n8titution,  and  in  view  of  the  total  ruin  of  many  churches 
thereby,  whose  preservation  and  ediflcaticm  are  very  precious  to  our  hearts. 

The  Rev.  Classis  will  therefore  understand  that  we  will  continue  to  hold  our 
meetings,  no  matter  what  may  set  itself  against  our  so  doing.  For  we  believe  that 
the  Lord  Jesus  would  have  it  so,  and  that  He  has  commanded  this  to  the  Overseers 
ct  His  Church;  that  such  duties  belong,  as  they,  indeed,  do,  to  the  very  office  of  the 
JBUdership.  We  do  not,  therefore,  feel  at  liberty  to  neglect  the  assembling  of  our- 
selves together.  This  is  our  official  duty  because  of  our  Interest  In  the  general 
welfare.  Otherwise  we  should  make  ourselves  guilty  of  contemptible  anarchy,  or 
tolerate  a  "lording  of  it  over  the  heritage  of  the  Lord."  We  are  also  of  opinion 
that  Christ  gave  no  power  to  any  one  to  forbid  such  action  as  ours,  unless  there 
existed  some  Just  (prior)  ground  for  suspension  from  office. 

For  the  rest,  we  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Classis  dated 
April  5,  1756.  The  main  Import  of  this  letter  was  considered  In  our  replies,  of 
October  1756,  to  the  arguments  of  the  New  York  Consistory,  and  in  other  writings 
sent  at  that  time  to  the  Classis  and  Synod.  But  what  reception  those  replies  will 
meet  with,  if  indeed  they  flnd  their  way  at  all,  can  easily  be  guessed,  when  both 
Glassls  and  Synod  have  resolved  to  hear  one  who  is  opposed  to  the  holding  of  any 
Classis  or  Coetus  over  here. 

We  now  have  only  one  more  observation  to  make  and  that  is  this:  That  our 
lllnsionary  scheme,  unfortunate  as  it  is,  proposes  simply  to  follow  the  track  marked 
out  by  the  (flrst  Synod  of)  Holland,  held  at  Wesel  in  the  year  1668.  Those  who  there 
and  then  preceded  us,  will  have  to  show  us  where  the  dangers  lie:— the  lions'  heads. 
the  goats'  bellies,  and  the  dragons'  tails.  We  also  will  let  the  Rev.  Classis  answer, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  reconsidering  what  has  already  legally,  and  for  Just  reasons, 
heen  done. 

The  Acta  of  the  Synod  of  1766  have  duly  come  to  hand.  We  send  our  hearty 
thanks  for  the  same,  and  most  earnestly  ask  for  the  continuance  of  the  favor.  We 
shall  always  be  glad  to  receive  suggestions  as  to  what  relates  to  the  best  interests 

squally  the  same  power  and  authority  wheresoever  they  are,  as  they  are  all  min- 
isters of  Christ,  the  only  Universal  Bishop,  and  the  only  Head  of  the  Church. 
Moreover,  tiiat  this  holy  ordinance  of  God  may  not  be  violated  or  slighted,  we  say 
that  every  one  ought  to  eeteem  the  Ministers  of  God's  Word,  and  the  Elders  of  the 
Church,  very  highly  for  their  work's  sake,  and  be  at  peace  with  them,  without 
nnrmuring,  strife,  or  contention,  as  much  as  possible. 

ARTICLE  S2.  Of  the  Order  and  Discipline  of  the  Church.— In  the  meantime  we 
bsllsve,  though  it  is  useful  and  beneficial,  that  those  who  are  Rulers  of  the  Church, 
Isstltnte  and  establish  certain  ordinances  among  themselves  for  maintaining  the 
body  of  the  church;  vet  that  they  ought  studiously  to  take  care  that  they  do  not 
dspsrt  from  those  things,  which  Christ,  our  only  Master,  has  instituted.  And, 
therefore,  we  reject  all  human  inventions,  and  all  laws  which  man  would  introduce 
th  tne  worship  of  God,  thereby  to  bind  and  compel  the  conscience  in  any  manner 
iriuttever.  Therefore  we  admit  only  that,  which  tends  to  worship  and  preserve  con- 
hoftt  and  unity,  and  to  keep  all  men  In  obedience  to  Gtod.  For  this  purpose,  ezcom- 
malcatlon  or  chureh-discipline  is  requisite,  with  the  several  circumstances  belong- 
Img  to  lt»  according  to  the  Word  of  God. 
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of  oar  Assembly  and  churches,  and  will  always  be  ready  to  fflTe  an  aeeoont  of  m 
condition.  We  add.  briefly,  that  we  are  earnestly  lonsing  for  adrloe  and  propoi- 
tions,  with  a  Tlew  to  the  restoration  of  peace  and  unity  to  our  chorch.  We  do  B«t 
believe,  however,  that  It  can  be  forced  on  the  conaclenoe  of  any  one,  of  either  mt 
IMirty  or  the  other.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  we  can  In  no  wise  consider  the  aetki 
taken  (by  Classts)  with  reference  to  onr  land  and  onr  matters  over  here,  at  Inpu^ 
tlal.    The  reasons  for  this  the  Rev.  Classls  will  know  full  well  of  Itself. 

Wishing  yon  abundantly.  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Heaven's  predons  Mtniini  rf 
light  and  grace.  We  remain. 

Tour  Very  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  Brethren  in  Christ. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Coetus  Proper,  of  New  Toik. 

John  ]>ydt.  p.  t  Presidest 

Daiid  Marinus.  p.  t  Softt. 
Done  at  Hackensack,  Oct.  4.  1757. 

P.   8.    Before  an  opportunity  of  sending  this  has  oocurred,  we  have  oenriii 

further  to  notify  you,  that  the  (German  tCnd  Dutch)  of  Schoharie  have  requesttd  ai 

follows:    Having  understood  that  It  was  possible  for  them  to  secure  the  foil  qmJI^ 

flcatlon  of  Mr.  (John)  Mauritius  Goetschlus  (as  their  pastor),  in  case  such  deilre  m 

acceptable  to  their  people  generally,  three  of  their  eldeis  at  once  came  down,  sttk 

full  proof  of  the  pleasure  and  desire  of  those  Oonslstories  and  churches.   Thexcsyoi 

a  meeting  of  the  Coetus  was  called,  and  his  Rev.  was  finally  examined  at  Htftea- 

sack,  Nov.  10,  17f7,  and  his  ordination  ordered,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 

the  0>etus  Proper. 

Church  of  Nbw  York. 

Manor  and  Church  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  October  31,  1757. 
Consistory  held,  etc 

It  was  mentioned  that  the  heirs  of  Frederick  de  Voe  were  &b(Hi'» 

to  sell  their  farm,  and  include  in  it  a  portion  of  ground  to  vAiA 

the  Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  of  New  York  has  a  peifeci 

titla     Thereupon  it  was  resolved  to  send  the  following  letter  to 

Mr.  John  Vermillia 

(Original  in  English.) 

Sir: — We,  the  Ministers,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Eefonnei 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the  City  of  New  York,  being  informed 
that  the  farm  or  plantation  of  the  late  Frederick  de  Voe,  deoeasei 
near  or  adjoining  to  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  in  the  County  d 
Westchester,  is  to  be  exposed  for  sale  to-morrow  at  public  vendw; 
and  that  by  a  survey  lately  made,  it  is  pretended  that  the  s^i 
farm  or  plantation  extends  considerably  to  the  northward  of  4e 
east  line,  from  the  first  spring  or  f oimtain  lying  to  the  sooth  oi 
Crab  Island  in  the  Harlem  Biver,  and  to  whi<^  the  said  ItiOA 
doth  go:  Tou  «lt^  \i<er^^  tw3^^\jA  %ssA  a^uthorized  to  go  to  4< 
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said  vendue,  and  there  in  our  names^  to  acquaint  and  give  notioe 
to  all  the  people  you  shall  see  there,  that  we  do  claim,  and  do 
believe  we  have  an  indubitable  right  and  title  to  all  the  land  to 
the  northward  of  an  east  line,  from  the  spring  or  foimtain  afore- 
said, to  the  high  woodland  that  lies  due  north-west,  over  against 
the  first  point  of  the  mainland  to  the  eastward  of  the  island,  called 
tbe  Indians  Papirineman,  and  that  now  there  are  depending 
several  suits  in  the  Supreme  C!ourt  of  Judicature  of  this  Province 
against  persons  living  to  the  northward  of  the  east  line  aforesaid. 
We  shall  make  no  apology  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  as  you  have 
always  with  great  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  undertook  and  exe- 
cuted many  important  services  for  our  churches,  for  which  you 
may  expect  suitable  rewards. 

We  are  etc,  By  order  of  Consistory 

L.  de  Bonde. 
New  York,  Oct  31,  1757. 

Chuboh  of  New  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

New  York,  January  9,  1758. 
Consistory  held  etc. 

Resolved  that  the  Farm  No.  34,  on  the  Manor,  now  occupied 
by  Frederick  Bruin,  be  sold  by  the  Committee  on  the  Manor  to 
Isaac  Valentyn,  with  or  without  the  Gk>re,  or  to  John  Ver- 
millie,  Jr. 

Further  that  an  ejectment  be  served  upon  Michiel  Odel,  occu- 
pant of  lot  No.  13. 

Jan.  29,  1758. 

Two  letters  were  presented  from  the  Raritan ;  one  from  domine 
John  Leydt,  and  one  from  North  Branch,  signed  by  Andries  ten 
Eyck,  Woertman  and  others.  Whereupon  the  elders  rested  on  the 
same  answer  as  was  made  to  a  former  epistle  (from  those  parties.)  . 

February  2,  1758. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Gkxi's  name. 
The  Committee  reported  the  sale  of  Farm  No.  34  to  Isaac 
Valentyn,  for  the  sum  of  £984.,  being  tihe  NvVkoVb  ol  >Jsv^  ^'wsftk  'st 
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farm  No.  14,  the  wood-lot  No.  14,  and  the  pieoe  of  swamp  gronsl 

Na  14;  to  be  paid  for  in  four  equal  parts;  tlie  first  on  May  1,  ! 

1758 ;  the  second  on  May  1,  1759 ;  the  third  on  May  1, 1760  and 

the  fourth  and  last  on  the  1st  of  May  1761.     A  deed  thereof  ^m 

made  by  lease  and  release,  signed,  Jan.  30  and  31,  1758;  for 

which  he  gave  four  bonds,  secured  by  a  mortgage,  whidi  writings 

were  signed  and  sealed  in  the  name  etc.  of  Consistory.    Abo  de 

papers  of  the  Farm  No.  11,  with  the  valley  thereto  belonging,  wcw 

signed   and  sealed.     Farm  No.   11   was   sold   for  the  sum  of 

£691 :  6 :  10  to  Mr.  Pieter  de  Lancey,  and  the  deed,  by  lease  and 

release,  was  signed  the  last  day  of  March  and  the  first  day  rf 

April,  1756. 

Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Am8tebi>aic 

f  Two  Letters  to  New  York  and  Surinama 

1758,  March  14th.  Art  6.  The  Messrs.  Depp,  ad  res  Extern 
read  two  letters,  one  addressed  to  the  Coetus  of  New  York  and 
one  to  the  Coetus  (Conventus)  of  Suriname.  Both  of  these  ^vere 
approved  for  forwarding.  xiiL    166. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Regular  Coetus,  March  14, 1758, 
VoL  31,  page  132.    No.  87.    Referred  to,  XXIV.  60. 

To  the  Regular  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren: — 

We  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  in  company  with  this  letter,  the 
Acts  of  the  Synod  of  North  Holland  of  the  preceding  year,  (1757.) 
You  will  learn  therefrom  how  that  Very  Rev.  Assembly  und€^ 
stands  the  several  matters  of  the  Church  of  New  York.  On  the 
business  relating  to  a  certain  "  Visitor  of  the  Sick  ",  Adrian  Van 
der  Swan,  the  Classis  entertains  fears  as  to  the  results  of  sod 
requests,  and  must  therefore  withhold  her  consent.  In  other  mat- 
ters the  Classis  is  ready  to  assist  the  churches  of  New  York,  etc 
in  every  i>088i\Ae  'way.    W^  «vsJa6»exvbe^  after  wishing  you  all  pw*- 
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perity,  Eev.  Sirs  and  Brethren,  Your  obedient  servants  and  breth- 
xen,  In  the  name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

John  Boskoop,  Ecc  Amst  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

A.  Buurt,  V.  D.  M.  Amst.  Dep.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

March  14,  1758. 

Chubch  of  New  York. 

New  York,  June  4,  1758. 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  Adrian  Van  der  Swan,  the  Consistory 
agreed  that  there  should  speedily  be  another  collection  for  his 
benefit  in  both  churches ;  time  to  be  fixed  hereafter. 

J.  Kitzema. 

COBBESPONDE^CE  FROM  AmKBICA. 

Rev.  John  Kitzema  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  June  16th  1758. 
Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Vol.  II.    Also  in  Vol.  XXm.  457-8. 

Very  Rev.  and  Much  Respected  Sirs,  Fathers  and  Brethren  In  Christ. 

Dear  Sirs:— 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  troubled  jour  Revs,  with  a  letter  since  the  9th  of 
November,  1756.  For  this  I  had  more  than  one  reason;  bnt  especially  because  I 
have  understood,  from  what  others  have  said,  that  your  Revs,  would  prefer  not  to 
reply  to  private  letters  outside  of  those  from  the  Coetus.  Such  seems  to  have  been 
the  fact,  in  the  case  of  my  last  letter,  if  I  am  correct;  although  such  was  not 
pre^rio<usly  the  practice  of  your  Rev.  Assembly. 

On  this  occasion,  however,  (I  may  write).  For  my  eldest  and  now  only  son, 
Rudolphus  Ritsema,  has  so  far  completed  his  studies,  that  at  the  close  of  a  four 
year's  course  at  the  new  college,  (Kings),  established  in  this  city,  he  Is  about  to 
graduate.  This  will  be  on  the  2nd  Inst.,  (July?)  when  he  will  be  promoted  to  the 
dignity  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  At  once  after  that  he  expects  to  go,  by  way  of  Ham- 
burg, to  the  Academy  of  Groningen,  for  the  further  pursuit  of  his  studies.  I  hope 
that  Jehovah  may  prosper  his  way,  -and  so  direct  It,  that  he  may  be  able  to  hand 
these  few  lines  to  your  Revs.,  in  person,  and  so  relieve  my  mind. 

I  do  not  intend  to  weary  you,  Rev.  Sirs,  with  old  matters,  and  so  make  myself 
wearisome  to  your  Revs.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  bringing  to  the  view  of 
your  Revs,  the  fact,  that,  if  the  condition  of  the  churches  in  our  midst  is  left  as  It 
la,  only  utter  ruin  can  be  the  result.  I  acknowledge  that,  since  I  was  president  of 
our  consistory  at  the  time.  I  was  the  writer  of  the  letter  signed  by  our  consistory 
In  October,  1754.  In  answer  to  that,  your  Revs,  did  not  praise  our  action  in  sepa- 
rating ourselves  from  the  Coetus.  I  also  acknowledge  that  I  signed  the  letter  of 
July,  1756,  to  which  your  Revs,  wrote  a  very  sharp  reply,  though  not  without  reason. 
Tet  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  your  Revs,  may  not  consider  those  letters  as  alto- 
gether expressing  my  real  sentiments.  But  as  they  contained  no  positive  untruths, 
I  gave  my  consent  to  them^  in  order  to  prevent  disquiet  in  our  midst,  and  because 
I  perceived  that  the  consistory  was  not  at  that  time  disposed  thus  to  write,  and  to 
make  such  replies. 
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What  I  really  do  desire,  Rer.  Sin  and  Brethren,  Is  that  the  former  Coetu  may  bt 
restored  on  a  proper  foundation;  and  that  yoor  Reys.  joarselTea  may  earaetUy  nil 
the  churches  to  striye  to  bring  that  about,  in  order  to  prevent  sad  conaeQiMDeta 
For,  if  matters  are  left  as  they  are.  our  Just  complaints  against  the  miscondoet  flf 
the  younger  brethren  are  loft  unanswered;  or.  if  they  are  answered*  the  ansven 
are  sent  to  that  assembly  which  now  calls  Itself  the  Coetns,  and  they  are  kept  eoa- 
cealed  from  us.  It  is  true  that  they  have  once  asked  na  to  come  into  their  Asmb- 
bly.  But  how  can  we  go  again  into  their  Assembly,  held  as  It  Is  In  an  irrefohr 
way,  and  contrary  to  the  rules  formerly  made  by  the  Coetna.  They  must  come  back 
to  us.  We  cannot  go  to  them.  For  they,  with  their  churches,  broke  the  rules  of  tie 
Ooetus  by  signing  the  petition  for  a  Classls,  and  for  a  High  School  (or  AcadeoijX 
All  this  was  concocted  by  Rev.  Theodore  Frlelinghnysen,  without  having  reeetrH 
any  authority  to  do  so  from  any  one,  not  to  speak  of  the  base  deception  practind 
upon  innocent  souls. 

And  now  they  go  right  on.  without  any  regard  to  the  Impartial  acts  of  your  Ben. 
They  do  not  raise  the  censures  from  those  upon  whom  they  were  Imposed.  Tter 
embitter  the  minds  of  people  against  one  another,  and  that  in  one  and  the  not 
church;  thus  causing  disturbances  among  themselves,  and  slanderlngs.  or  let  m 
rather  say.  Just  reproaches  among  those  who  are  without.  They  make  candidata 
and  ministers  Just  as  they  like,  contrary  to  our  Synodlcal  and  Classical  Acts. 

Such  was  the  case  of  Henrlcus  Frlellnghuysen,  who  has  since  died  of  the  imall- 
poz  or  its  consequences;  and  also  the  case  of  Doctor  Ooetschlns^  (John  Maniltiai 
Qoetscbius).  AH  this  was  done,  so  far  as  I  know,  without  order.  And  there  is  stfll 
another  case— that  of  one  Hardenberg,  (Jacobus  Rutsen  Hardenberg)  who  is  married 
to  the  widow  of  John  Frlellnghuysen.  He  had.  when  John  Frlelinghuysen  vai 
taken  with  his  fatal  disease,  begun  to  study  Latin  with  him.  And  of  him  it  is  nid 
that,  at  the  time,  he  could  hardly  read,  and  I  doubt  whether,  since  he  had  a 
teacher  for  not  half  a  yoar,  be  can  translate  a  single  sentence  from  the  I^tln,  etc. 
It  is  also  said  that  there  is  quite  a  number  of  just  such  men,  or  of  such  as  hare 
perhaps  learned  a  little  more,  who  are  to  follow.  The  single  test-questloo  nov  la 
as  to  whether  they  have  the  Spirit.  Learning  is  not  of  so  much  consequence.  And. 
what  is  infinitely  worse,  such  men  are  called  Independents.  Already  a  well-thooglit- 
out  sermon  is  getting  to  be  called  "literary  work**;  (letterwerk) ;  bot  to  preack 
extempore,  (literally,  Out  of  the  fist,  ult  de  vuist  weg)~that  is  the  preaching  of  tbe 
Spirit,  even  if  the  Spirit  is  contradicted  to  Ills  face.  I  will  give  no  examples,  so  as 
not  to  be  too  lengthy;  nor  make  a  defense  in  my  own  case. 

But  the  fact  is,  the  ministers  take  the  load,  and  the  farmers  follow.  (They  aay): 
The  yoke  of  the  fathers  bad  better  be  shaken  off.  The  Classls  has  no  power  ortt 
us.  Of  what  good  is  its  power  to  U9t  It  is  useless.  Whore  did  it  get  the  power  to 
make  promotions?  Did  it  not  take  it?  We  are  all  brethren,  and  are  as  well  able 
to  do  things  as  they  are.  It  (their  power)  is  at  Tariance  with  the  nature  of  the  trv 
Church.    Christ  alone  is  the  Head.    And  they  say  other  fine  things  of  that  aort! 

And  now  what,  Rev.  Assembly,  are  we  to  do  al>out  all  this?  Shall  we.  as  Maneiai 
and  Ilovenberg  and  others  with  them,  possibly  want  to  do— set  up  a  Cassis  In  oppo- 
sition to  such  proceedings?  Shall  we  admit  none  to  its  membership  save  such  u 
have  been  regularly  Instructed  in  the  languages  and  the  sciences,  and  declare  tke 
others  to  be  Independents,  apostates  from  our  churches,  and  so  make  Dutch  Inde- 
pendenta?  With  becoming  submission  I  say  "No**.  Accept  then  of  me,  the  least 
of  the  brethren,  one  who  is  well  aware  of  his  own  inabilities,  this,  my  simple  pr^ 
scription.  as,  possibly,  the  only  remedy  for  the  decayed  state  In  wlilch  our  chnrcha 
find  themselves. 

It  Is  this:  That  your  Revs,  send  a  general  letter  to  all  the  churches,  ean^tlr 
urging  them  to  renew  the  Coetus;  and  advising  them  to  make  such  amendments  ti 
the  rules  already  made,  that  in  future  there  shall  be  no  room  for  confusion;  e^eiT* 
thing,  however,  to  be  axibmXvXfe^  Vo  v^i^i  vp^Tw%\  of  the  Rev.  Classls.    If  then.  thiHI 
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should  happen  to  come  up  which  cannot  be  settled  In  a  friendly  spirit,  these  might 
be  laid  in  proper  form  before  the  Rev.  Classls  for  its  earliest  possible  decision,  so 
mm  to  speedily  smother  the  dissensions. 

Should  the  Rev.  Classls  find  my  proposition  all  right,  then  let  it  deign  to  send  me 
m  brief  answer.  I  shall,  so  far  as  Gk>d  gives  me  life  and  strength,  try  in  all  faith- 
fulness to  give  effect  to  It.  I  can,  in  advance,  give  the  Rev.  Assembly  some  ground 
fbr  rejoicing  in  hope,  for  through  my  mediation,  the  matters  In  Kings  County,  on 
Long  Island,  have  so  far  progressed,  that  that  church  Is  again  united;  but  the 
question  still  remains  about  a  minister,  as  to  who  it  shall  be.  If  there  were  one 
liere  now  from  Holland,  the  difficulty  would  at  once  be  at  an  end. 

Enough  this  time.  After  wishing  your  Very  Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  bless- 
ing of  Jehovah,  upon  your  Revs,  persons  and  weighty  ministry,  I  remain. 

Your  Revs,  obedient  servant  and  brother. 

J.  Rltzema. 
New  York,  June  16,  1758. 

1768,  July  25-August  3.     Synod  of  North  Holland.     Art. 

46,  pp.  43-50.     Vol.  64. 

Much  about  Pennsylvania.  All  relating  to  New  York,  referred 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen. 

1758,  Sept.  4th.  §  1.  The  candidate  Ulpianus  Van  Sinderen, 
appointed  by  the  Directors  to  India,  requested  to  be  called  ecclesi- 
^urtically,  and  to  have  a  preparatory  examination.  This  was 
granted,     xiii.  194. 

Ohuroh  of  Nb(w  York. 

Manor  of  Fordham. 

Sept.  11,  1758. 
Consistory  held,  etc. 

A  request  was  presented  for  a  piece  of  land  for  a  new  road  on 
"the  farm  on  the  Manor,  marked  No.  1,  now  in  the  possession  of 
B.  Archer.  It  was  proposed  to  buy  the  land,  or  so  much  as  woidd 
be  required  for  the  road.  The  consistory  resolved  that  if  a  bridge 
should  be  lawfully  laid  over  the  Harlem  River,  then  they  would 
give  a  free  right  of  way  to  it,  on  condition  that  the  applicants 
should  keep  both  sides  of  the  road  in  good  fence. 

The  Church  Masters  represented  that  the  gutters  of  the  New 

Church  needed  to  be  renewed.     Resolved,  that  they  do  what  is 

necessary. 

Signed  in  the  name,  etc. 
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Archbishop  Secker  to  the  REVER£m>  Db.  Johnsoit. 

Liambeth,  Sept  27.  IZSL 
Good  Dr.  Johnson, 

I  have  received  a  very  obliging  letter  of  congratnlatlon  from  joa  and  ten  more  tf 
the  clergy  of  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jcrttej :  for  which  I  deslrp.  niC 
knowing  any  other  way,  to  retnm  them  my  thanks  by  yoar  means,  who  stisd  m 
Jnstly  at  their  head;  and  whose  private  affliction  in  the  loss  of  yoor  excellent  t«. 
I  hope  God  will  recompense  with  much  public  nsefulness. 

His  providence  hath  permitted  me  to  be  raised,  without  seeking  or  wishing  tot  It 
to  a  high  station :  in  which  I  have  by  far  a  greater  prospect  of  undergoins  ^1- 
cultiet  and  uneasinesses,  than  of  doing  good  or  enjoying  comfort.  But  my  gntl- 
tude  to  His  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  for  their  favonrable  opinion  of  me,  Bist 
not  and  shall  not  be  the  leFS.  And  I  promise  myself  the  prayers  of  all  picas  pff- 
sons,  related  to  this  nation,  that  I  may  be  enabled.  Inclined,  and  directed  to  do  Hf 
duty.  In  the  concerns  of  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gospel,  I  have  Mtic^ 
taken  hitherto  more  than  a  common  share.  Some  farther  attention  Is  regaiicd  «f 
me  now:  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  it  in  the  best  manner  that  I  can;  depeadhf 
greatly  on  the  information,  advice,  and  assistance  of  the  Missionaries  and  sttcr 
Clergy  in  our  Colonies,  but  on  yours  in  particular. 

There  are  many  things,  of  which  it  Is  needful  that  the  Society  should  have  aeei- 
rate  Intelligence;  and  there  may  be  from  time  to  time  not  a  few.  with  which  it  wfD 
be  leas  proper  to  acquaint  the  body  in  general  at  first,  than  some  of  the  disncder 
private  members,  or  the  Secretary,  or  me.    It  will  be  requisite  to  know,  not  vttr 
if  any  Missionary  is  guilty  of  gross  tIccs,  or  teaches  false  doctrines;  which  last  I 
am  sorry  to  say  we  leanit.  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Beach,  from  the  dissenters,  not  froB 
ainy  of  our  own  Church:    But.  who  are  remiss,  or  Impudent,  or  defective  in  abtUtiei 
or  attainments;  who  on  the  contrary  are  diligent,  wise.  Judicious,  leaned:  tai 
likewise  what  Missions  demand  superior  degrees  of  knowledge,   temper,  and  cos- 
duct.    We  should  also  know,  as  nearly  as  we  can,  what  each  c<mgregation  is  able  ti 
contribute,  and  doth  contribute,  to  the  support  of  its  Bfisslonary:  and.  which  aie 
able  to  support  them  entirely;  that  we  may  not  lavish  away  what  is  intrusted  with 
us:  and.  where  it  may  be  fit  to  establish  new  Missions. 

I  suspect  that  we  ought  to  have  more  upon  the  frontiers;  at  least  when  it  fhill 
please  God  to  bless  us  with  a  peace.  For  Missionaries  there  might  counteract  tie 
artifices  of  the  French  Papists;  and  do  considerable  services,  religious  and  poUdcil 
at  once,  amongst  the  neighboring  Indians;  both  which  points  the  Society  bath  bcei 
heavily  charged,  on  occasion  of  the  present  war.  with  having  neglected.  I  tm 
that  in  some  of  our  back  settlements  there  are  very  few  opporttmities  of  pt^ 
worship  and  instruction;  nnd  we  have  been  accused  of  slighting  these,  whilft  ^ 
have  crowded  with  Missionaries,  regions  which  had  already  a  sufficient  number  «f 
Pastors;  and  arc  told,  with  threatening  Intimations,  that  this  is  a  breach  of  «tf 
Charter.  We  have  answered,  that  our  Charter  was  granted  for  the  encoorageneit 
of  an  orthodox,  that  is  a  Church  of  England  Ministry:  to  which  it  Is  replied,  that 
the  evils  specified  in  the  Charter,  against  which  this  Orthodox  Ministry  waatobr 
employed,  are  only  those  of  Infidelity  and  Popery;  and  that  we  have  no  riirht  ts 
presume  any  other  ends  to  have  been  in  view  than  are  expressed.  Still  indeed  *t 
can  urge  with  Justice,  that  both  these  evils  will  be  best  obviated  or  remedied  • 
the  prinolples  of  our  Church;  for  the  establishment  of  which  throughout  our  iJBe^ 
lean  dominions,  there  are  strong  motives  of  various  kinds,  to  wish  most  eaziMi^* 
But  too  many  who  call  themselves  of  our  church,  have  no  notion  of  any  matidri 
distinction  in  this  respect.  And  our  Dissenters  have  alleged  against  the  9odA* 
with  remarkable  zeal,  amongst  all  who  are  Indifferent  about  us,  and  all  vhsf 
adversaries  to  us,  a  tormV^vvXAt  mxsWWoA^  'wXskwa  \i^\.  lo«ether,  that  we  havt  •••'' 
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rantably  changed  our  object,  from  the  propagation  of  Christianity  and  Protes- 
tantism, to  the  propagation  of  one  form  of  it,  in  opposition  to  other  Protestants; 
md  make  the  gaining  of  proselytes  from  these  our  Chief  business,  which  was  not 
designed  to  be  any  part  of  it:  nor  was  attempted  they  say,  I  want  to  learn  how 
truly,  by  our  predecessors  in  the  Society  for  many  years  after  Its  erection.  And 
this  accusation  hath  preyailed  so  far  over  all  which  we  say  in  our  own  defence,  that 
not  only  future  collections  are  like  to  be  grleviously  hurt  by  it,  as  the  last  though 
&  Tery  good  one  upon  the  whole,  was  in  some  degree;  but  if  it  should  be  brought 
Into  parliament  by  some  popular  speaker,  especially  at  one  of  those  times  of  epi- 
lemlc  vehemence  and  wildness  which  are  frequent  in  this  Country,  it  may  produce 
rery  disagreeable  consequences  to  the  Society;  nay  possibly  may  overturn  and  dis- 
lolve  it.  Therefore  we  must  be  extremely  cautious,  how  we  appoint  new  Missions, 
Inhere  Presbyterians  or  Independents  have  Assembles.  Indeed  I  do  not  see  how  we 
san  safely  appoint  any  in  such  places,  unless  a  competent  number  which  must  not 
^  a  very  small  one,  of  persons  of  character,  shall  declare  to  us  under  their  hands,- 
that  they  cannot  in  conscience  comply  with  the  mode  of  worship  and  church  Gov- 
ernment in  use  there,  and  that  they  approve  ours,  but  cannot  raise  a  fund  to  sup- 
port it  amongst  them.  For  then  we  shall  be  authorised  to  argue  If  we  are  ques- 
loned  on  the  subject,  that  either  we  must  assist  them,  or  they  must  be  destitute 
if  religious  OflSces:  the  thing,  which  our  Charter  was  designed  to  prevent. 

The  Dissenters  in  America  are  so  closely  connected  with  those  In  England;  and 
x>th,  with  such  as  under  colour  of  being  friends  to  liberty,  and  many  of  them 
enemies  to  all  Ecclesiastical  Establishments,  and  more  than  a  few  to  the  Gospel 
levelatlon;  that  we  have  need  to  be  continually  on  our  guard  against  them.  And 
'or  this  reason,  amidst  several  others,  the  Society  or  some  of  its  members,  ought 

0  have  constant  advices  from  the  Clergy,  in  each  of  our  Colonies,  of  everything 
Ikely  to  forwand  or  obstruct  our  great  work;  which  it  hath  by  no  means  had  of 
ate.  More  especially  we  should  have  early  accounts  of  all  facts,  concerning  which 
re  may  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  Dissenters,  or  they  may  think  they  have 
tanse  to  complain  of  us,  that  we  may  be  ready  to  say  and  do  about  them  what  is 
equisite.  And  in  these  accounts  all  circumstances  of  weight  must  be  stated  fully 
UDd  Impartially,  without  omissions,  alleviations,  or  aggravations;  and  we  must  be 
nformed  of  the  pleas  which  the  other  side  make  for  themselves:  else  we  shall  often 
le  put  to  shame,  when  they  come  to  represent  their  own  case.  But  above  all,  when 
tnything  appears  in  print  among  you,  reflecting  on  the  Society  here,  or  any  part  of 
he  conduct  of  our  Clergy  abroad,  from  whatever  Quarter  it  proceeds,  it  should  be 
mmedlately  sent  over  to  us:  and  also  the  answers  given  to  it  by  our  American 
brethren.  Indeed  we  ought  to  see  everything,  which  tends  to  show  the  real  state 
»f  religion  In  our  plantations:  and  I  shall  gladly  bear  the  expence  of  your  fumish- 
ng  US  with  all  books  pamphlets  and  papers,  conducive  to  this  end.  It  will  further 
le  of  importance,  that  w^e  should  understand  how  the  principal  Laymen  and  Dls- 
lentlng  Ministers  are  severally  affected  towards  our  Undertaking;  and  what  their 
connections  with  men  of  note  in  this  Kingdom  are. 

All  these  things  will  contribute,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  faoilitate  what  we  must 
>Ter  pray  and  labour  for,  till  we  obtain  it,  the  establishment  of  Bishops  of  our 
Thnrch  in  America.    This  I  have  long  had  at  heart:  and  not  only  said  but  written 

1  great  deal  in  favor  of  it  to  such  as  I  hope  might  be  brought  oCF  from  their  preju- 
tices,  either  wholly  or  In  some  measure.  Nor,  unsuccessful  as  the  attempts  have 
^•en  shall  I  ever  abandon  the  scheme,  as  long  as  I  live.  But  puahing  it  openly  at 
present  would  certainly  prove  both  fruitless  and  detrimental.  They  alone  are  Judges 
)f  opportunities,  who  know  the  dispositions  and  Influences  of  persons  and  parties: 
irhich  cannot  always  be  explained  to  others.  The  design  when  some  years  ago  it 
Memed  to  be  in  great  forwardness,  received  a  most  mortifying  check,  by  means  of 
in  unseasonable  step,  which  a  worthy  and  able  prelate  took  to  promote  it,  and  of 
irhich  its  opposers  made  their  advantage.    The  time  Va  not  7^1  coxa^  tvc  ^^vev^^Vcv^ 
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the  ground  then  lo«t:  tbongh  I  bellere  the  King  to  be  well  dtapoeed;  and  tkoii, 
whom  he  oonaalu,  to  be,  In  general,  either  not  arerae,  or  only  ao  throogli  gnraiA- 
leea  feara.    Bat  in  the  mean  while,  both  you  and  we  max  be  aeeking  occaAni.  Ii 
friendly  and  aeemlngly  accidental  dlacourse,  and  wltb  better  effect  aa  we  caa  tnilj 
affirm,  that  no  plan  for  thia  purpoee  Ilea  now.  or  will  be  laid  aoon  before  oor  npi* 
riora.  to  shew  men,  that  nothing  ever  waa  Intended,  at  which  Chilatlans  of  m 
denomination  have  cause  to  be  alarmed:  but  merely  a  proTislon  that  thoae  of  «ir 
communion  in  the  Coioniea  might  hare  the  complete  and  eaay  exercise  of  evciy 
branch  of  their  religion  which  others  there  haye.  and  would  complain  bltteiiyif 
they  had  not;  and  ought  therefore  from  the  lore  which  tbey  profess  of  anifeoil 
harmless  liberty,  not  only  to  consent  that  our  people  ahoold  have  but  Join  t»  pn- 
cure  it  for  them.    The  powerful  objection  made  at  home  against  our  proposii  li. 
that  the  Dissenters  abroad  have  terrible  apprehenaiona  of  being  Injured  by  tt.  Ail 
in  proportion  as  their  remonstrances  are  vehement,  our  endeaTonrs  will  be  vnpna- 
Islng.    Therefore  the  principal  point  is  to  couTlnce  them,  that  whatever  the  JHU^ 
were,  from  whom  their  ancestors  fled  into  the  New  World,  thoee  of  the  preseat  ap 
are.  and  have  always  been,  most  sincere  patrons  of  extenatve  toleratloB;  and  Oit 
we  are  for  sending  persons  of  our  own  order  Into  America,  not  to  claim  the  hut 
Jurisdiction  over  them,  but  merely  to  ordain  Ministers  for  Bplacopal  Coagiesstioii, 
without  the  trouble,  expense,  and  hasard  of  a  voyage  to  Bhigland;  a  birtbca.  to 
which  if  they  were  subjected,  they  would  think  Insupportable,  to  oonflrm  ftoa 
time  to  time  the  Youth  of  those  congregations;  a  practice  which  rightly  or  wnaglf 
we  bold  in  high  esteem;  and  we  exercise  such  discipline  In  tbose  congregatloBf  oilf. 
as  they  exercise  by  ordained  Presbyters  or  lay  Blders;  which  dlsclpUnt  of  to 
would  no  more  hurt  them,  than  theirs  hurts  us.    To  these  Representations  tiaj  wfll 
pay  more  regard,  if  we  are  careful  not  to  give  them  unnecessary  offoice  la  tfV 
thing:  but  in  everything  to  oblige  them;  as  far  as  there  la  room  for  it.  witkit 
betraying  the  doctrines,  the  interests  or  the  honour  of  our  Church. 

I  conceive  it  would  be  best  to  lay  before  you,  thus  plainly  and  dlstlnetlj,  ay 
Judgement  concerning  the  due  method  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Society*  ^ 
in  any  article  we  differ,  I  bog  you  will  communicate  to  me  your  opinion  and  jv^t 
arguments  for  It.  with  the  utmost  freedom;  and  be  assured,  it  will  give  me  pletfSR. 
Where  we  agree,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lead  others  into  the  same  W17  fi 
thiukiug.  and  a  suitable  course  of  behaviour.  Thus  let  us  each  be  doing  tbe  bat 
we  can.  and  leave  the  event  to  Qod.  That  his  blessing  may  be  on  all  who  lerre  Us 
in  the  Gospel  of  his  Son,  particularly  on  you  and  your  College,  our  Cleigy  ^ 
America  and  their  people,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of 

Your  loving  brother, 

(signed)  Tho.  Cast 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vlL  pp.  JIM. 


Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetufl,  per  Eev.  John  Leydt,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Oct.  3, 1758. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York  ",  Yol.  H.     Extracts,  Vol.  TYTn.  488. 

To  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren:— 

From  a  sense  of  duty,  as  well  as  through  the  urgency  of  many  churches,  weci>* 
not  for  a  moment  consider  it  a  question  whether  or  not  we  shall  c<mtinQe  to  boU 
our  meetings.    And  ^wsl  «i^  \\\.W^  q^t^  ^^  Nxk^W&ed  to  break  off  the  corresposdetc* 
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(with  yon),  unless,  without  helping  to  do  so,  on  our  part,  we  should  be  compelled 
thereto.  On  the  contrary*  ^e  desire  to  communicate  the  chief  things  on  which  we 
take  action,  and  so  consult  with  your  Revs,  on  the  weightiest  of  them. 

Thus  It  was,  that  last  spring  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ck>etus  was  requested,  in 
order  that  the  young  man,  Jacob  R.  Hardenberg,  might  take  his  preparatory  exam- 
ination. The  churches  of  Rev.  John  Prlellnghuysen,  deceased,  had  a  call  nearly 
leady  for  him,  and  so  they,  too,  urged  this  matter.  Therefore  a  meeting  of  the 
Ooetns  was  called,  and  the  business  was  attended  to.  As  he  gave  satisfactory 
proof  of  knowledge,  both  In  the  languages  and  In  theology,  he  was  declared  a  can- 
didate. The  call  was  made  complete  and  oCFered  to  him.  and  when  he  accepted  it, 
hla  Rev.  was  examined  finally,  and  qualified  to  be  their  regular  pastor  and  teacher. 
)We  think  it  necessary,  however,  to  communicate  to  your  Revs.,  in  a  few  words, 
the  actual  condition  of  those  churches.  It  is  known  that  that  former  long  continued 
dispute,  in  Rev.  John  Priellnghuysen's  time,  has  been  settled.  The  churches  being 
vacant.  Rev.  Casparus  Pryenmoet  went  to  live  there,  under  pretext  of  having  been 
obliged  to  flee  from  the  enemy.  Thereupon  a  dispute  arose  in  the  only  recently 
vnlted  churches,  about  catling  him.  Those  who  had  been  formerly  discontented 
were  generally  in  favor  of  him,  also  a  few  of  the  others.  The  result  was  that  the 
oonalstory  at  North  Branch  (Readlngton)  and  Neshanlc  became  divided;  but  all  the 
other  consistories,  together  with  the  leading  people  in  the  churches,  were  opposed 
to  calling  him.  A  meeting  of  the  (Jersey)  Circle,  (Ringver  gadering)  was  then  called. 
In  general,  there  were  about  as  many  opposed  to  that  call  as  in  favor  of  it.  At 
last.  Rev.  Pryenmoet  himself,  seeing  that  no  urging  on  his  part  could  well  bring  It 
to  a  (unanimous)  call,  consented  to  accept  a  call  that  came  to  him  from  Livingston 
Manor,  Claverack  and  Klnderhook. 

Thereupon,  it  was  thought  the  divisions  would  cease.  But,  on  the  advice  of  Rev. 
Fryenmoet  and  the  New  York  ministers,  a  part  of  the  North  Branch  (Readlngton) 
oonslstory,  with  some  others,  among  whom  was  a  man  fnmi  the  (Rarltan)  Landing, 
not  a  member  of  the  church  even,  and  living  twenty  miles  from  Readlngton,  and  in 
Bev.  Leydt's  parish,— these  formed  a  clique  and  sought  a  separation.  This  proved 
to  be  Impracticable,  however,  because  the  people  were  dwelling  so  Intermingled. 
Two  elders  and  a  deacon,  however,  at  North  Branch,  (Readlngton),  and  a  deacon  at 
Neshanlc  separated  themselves  and  formed  an  opposing  (conslstorial)  Assembly, 
etc.  Rev.  Leydt,  being  a  nelghborong  minister,  employed  many  means  to  heal  this 
breach  some  how  or  other,  but  In  vain.  Taking  the  easiest  way,  he  went  to  work. 
Anally,  to  change  the  consistories,  according  to  custom,  by  regular  elections;  so  that 
by  two  elections,  the  one  a  year  after  the  other,  the  members  of  the  consistory 
who  had  separated,  found  themselves  all  out  of  service.  In  opposition  thereto.  Rev. 
de  Ronde  allowed  himself  to  order  a  counter-election  at  once,  at  North  Branch, 
(Readlngton),— one  Irregular  as  to  time  and  as  to  the  number  of  people,  etc. 

The  opposition  party  is  now  considerably  diminished  in  numbers,  owing  to  the 
calling  of  Mr.  Hardenberg.  He  Is  possessed  of  good  gifts  and  is  meeting  with  suc- 
cess. Nevertheless,  it  Is  said  that  this  seceded  party  must  have  sent  a  call  to  your 
Revs,  for  a  minister  for  the  Brook,  (de  Broek),  deceitfully  so  called,  as  it  really 
Ues  In  the  North  Branch  (Readlngton)  parish.  This  is  just  what  the  discontented 
formerly  did  at  Millstone  (Harllngen)— adding,  as  It  Is  said,  the  (Rarltan)  Landing 
which  has  always  even  to  this  day  belonged  to  the  New  Brunswick  parish.  (Sen- 
tence Is  obscure)  But  of  their  actual  calling  any  one,  we  know  nothing  for  certain; 
for  they  communicate  nothing  to  our  Coetus,  because  they  have  Joined  themselves 
to  that  (other)  Coetus,  (generally  called  Conferentle),  and  are  seeking  to  bring  to 
the  ground  all  government;  for  their  strength  lies  In  darimees.  We  bring  this  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Rev.  Olassls,  simply  that  It  may  not  be  blindfolded,  as  has 
been  done  to  it  too  often. 
We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  come  to  a  union  with  our  brethren  who  left  the 
-«   Ooetns.   All  we  learn,  la,  that  they  are  holding  s^iarate  meetings,  possibly  mote  fov 
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the  purpose  of  taking  up  reproaches  than  for  doing  what  is  good.    May  the  L 
lay  it  to  their  charge! 

We  now  hare  appointed  two  young  men  of  promise  as  candidates;  one  . 
Van  Nest,  who  gave  satisfaction  in  the  languages,  and  was  well-grounded 
ology;  the  other,  Johannes  Barcolo,  who  in  the  sciences  has  received  his  Bai 
degree  from  the  New  Jersey  college.    He  has  a  good  idea,  alao,  of  theolosj 
godly  in  his  walk. 

The  churches,  from  which  Rev.  Meynema  resigned  for  a  money  conslderatic 
already  been  at  work  to  call  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Nest,  as  hare  also  other  cli 
A  call  will  probably  be  offered  him  before  long. 

Thus  are  we  looking  up  to  Heayen,  as  your  Revs,  hare  directed  us  to  d< 
gracious  blessing  upon  our  efforts.    May  the  King  of  Zion  mle  orer  us!   S 
build  up  His  church  here,  and  also  In  your  midst!    May  He  fill  us  all  with 
and  piety!    May  He  yet  give  us  peace  of  every  sort! 

Thus  done  in  our  meeting  of  Coetus,  at  New  York,  Oct.  S,  1758.    In  the  lut: 

by  the  authority  of  all,  signed. 

John  Leydt,  S 


COBKBSPONDENCE  FROM  AmSRICA. 

The  Opponents  of  the  American  Classis  and  Academy,  o 
Conferentie  to  the  Eev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Octobe 
1758.     Vol.  XXin.  488-9. 

As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  far  country,  as  S 
says.  And  we  wish  that  we  were  able  to  refresh  with  good  news.  you.  tt 
Brethren,  who  have  been  so  long  troubled  and  palncKl  with  evil  tidings.  Bat. 
present  state  of  things,  you  cannot  take  It  amiss  that  we  appear  with  those  i 
which  we  think  that  we.  as  subordinate  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  AmsterdA 
bound  to  state  to  you.  to  whom  our  ecclesiastical  affairs  should  be  presentee 
we  hope  that  this  will  not  be  considered  an  annoyance,  but  as  the  dischar>re 
duty,  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  burdens,  so  that  our  congregations  maj  i 
and  have  peace. 

The  undersigned  have  deemed  it  one  of  their  highest  duties  to  appoint  a  Con 
of  ministers,  (to  which  Dom.  Erickson  and  Van  Sinderen  were  invited,  of 
the  latter  has  testified  his  entire  concurrence  with  us,  and  the  former  coi 
attend  on  account  of  indisposition.)  to  deliberate  upon  the  welfare  of  the  coc 
tions,  and  to  present  it  to  you.  not  at  all  out  of  passion  or  quarrelsomeness 
bite  and  devour;  but  bocaut»e  we  see  that  day  by  day  our  foundations  are 
minded,  and  harmony  Is  more  and  more  Inipairod.  which  must  end  in  the  dc 
of  our  churches  here.  To  hinder  this  so  far  as  we  can,  we  here  declare  our 
intention  to  be  that  you.  by  your  great  wisdom  and  power,  may  help  us.  so 
we  stand  under  the  same  constitution,  to  guard  those  under  us.  snd  ke 
churches  in  the  old  doctrine  and  discipline. 

I.  We  greatly  wished  that  you  had  sent  a  special  answer  to  us,  inasmuch 
as  a  committee,  have  sent  to  you  the  articles  of  the  last  Coetus.  held  Sept 
(since  which  we  recognize  none  as  lawful,)  and  therein  protested  against  tl 
ceedlngs  of  the  brethren,  who  still  call  themselves  a  Coetus.  We  were  drl' 
by  the  imperious  course  of  Dom.  Theod.  Frellnghuysen.  who  took  upon  h 
without  the  order  of  any  one,  to  put  the  congregations  under  a  Classis  her 
besides,  to  erect  an  academy,  the  professors  of  which  he  bad  already  name 
the  support  of  which  he  intended  to  draw  from  Holland.  He  even  thought  to 
a  doctorate  from  UoWaiiA.  ot  QeTuvviwi ,  V^%  %.v^<;%.t%  -twiiBL  a  letter  of  Professor 
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viingB,  at  Heidelberg.)  in  which  he  has  not  yet  succeeded.  They  retain  the  answers 
cecelred,  and  make  it  appear  by  their  writing  as  if  they  were  the  upholders  of  the 
<Dhurch.  when  they  are  really  the  dcsolaters  of  the  temple,  and  the  special  cause  of 
Che  troubles,  as  can  be  pHlnly  shown  by  the  following  instances: 

II.  Let  not  that  expression  seem  harsh,  since  It  can  be  proven  by  facts,  such  as 
die  following:  - 

1.  What  is  the  most  manifest  proof  that  any  are  the  cause  of  troubles?  Is  it  not 
Chat  they  unlawfully  lay  censures  upon  Consistories,  and  even  whole  congregations, 
"vrith  their  ministers,  as  Dom.  Haeghoort,  Curtenlus,  Schuyler,  and  others;  and 
"vrhen  the  Classls  ordered  them  to  be  removed,  (which  they  did.  as  appears  from 
Chelr  own  letter  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York,  and  that  of  Professor  Curtenius  to 
Ills  uncle,)  they  do  not  take  them  off.  but  leave  ministers  and  congregations  in  that 
State,  (although  by  the  intelligent  it  is  not  esteemed  such,)  to  take  offence  thereat, 
mnd.  be  continually  grieved?  When  any  impose  a  public  censure  which  the  higher 
Judicatory  orders  them  to  remove,  does  it  not  behoove  them,  if  they  are  under  the 
.Assembly,  as  they  unjustly  pretend  to  remove  the  censure  in  public,  and  so  prove 
Chemselves  peace-makers?  The  more  especially  since  the  Professor  wrote  that  the 
Olassis  had  arranged  everything  to  mutual  satisfaction,  not  one  of  which  arrange- 

,t  has  been  made  known  to  us,  but  all  have  been  kept  back. 
They  talk  now  of  a  request  which  some  of  them  made  of  us;  but  how  could  we 
such  a  request,  when  they  do  not  meet  on  the  same  grounds  as  they  formerly 
^Ud,  and  we  observe  them  to  be  those  who  have  broken  our  laws,  and  dally  con- 
dnue  to  do  so?  Wherefore  we  cannot  go  to  them,  but  they  must  come  to  us,  and 
defend  themselves  before  us  for  their  disobedience  to  the  decision  of  the  Coctus,  by 
'vrhlch  all  the  congregations  were  bound. 

2.  Another  proof  is  found  in  the  making  of  candidates  and  ministers.  A  minister 
Chus  qualified  is  approved  in  some  congregations,  but  rejected  in  others;  nay.  in  the 
^Mme  congregation  some  will  admit,  and  others  deny,  his  right  to  preach  and  admin- 
ister the  seals  of  the  covenant.  This  has  made  confusion,  and  In  the  end  will  make 
more.  Such  was  the  case  when  the  brethren  made  Henry  Frelinghuysen  and  Dom. 
<3oet8chlus  candidates  in  a  meeting  c^  two  or  three  ministers  outside  of  the  Assem- 
Iftly,  and  afterwards  In  the  same  way  ministers.  Although  the  former  has  already 
"^led,  yet  his  brother  from  Albany,  preaching  his  funeral  sermon,  defended  from  the 

pulpit  his  ordination,  and  sought  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  saying  that  It  was 
dme  to  look  away  from  the  Classls,  and  that  they  who  recognized  a  foreign  authority 
-were  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  counsel;  which  produced  a 
.^^reat  excitement  in  the  congregation,  so  that  a  large  portion  of  them  went  home, 
and  did  not  return  to  the  afternoon  service;  and  thus  men,  instead  of  preaching 
God*8  Word  to  the  edification  of  the  community,  cast  strange  fire  upon  the  altar, 
which  also  has  been  done  in  other  places,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  lawful  ministers. 
As  for  the  latter,  he  has  been  called  from  one  place  to  another,  without  being  either 
candidate  or  minister,  for  we  think  that  to  receive  a  call  belongs  only  to  ministers, 
and  not  to  students  or  candidates.  Yes,  he  has  gained  as  much  by  performing  other 
ministerial  duties  as  by  preaching,  if  not  more. 

Thus  they  proceeded  in  the  spring  to  make  a  candidate  of  one  Hardenberg,  whose 
character  is  stated  in  part  In  the  complaints  of  Raritan,  and  afterwards,  even  last 
week,  made  him  the  minister  of  Raritan;  and  further,  two  other  candidates,  one 
Van  Nest,  called  to  FlshkiU  and  Poughkeepsle,  and  one  Barcalo. 

3.  The  Goetus  is  now  an  apple  of  discord,  its  disorderly  proceedings  appearing  so 
plainly  that  many  have  their  eyes  opened;  and  fathers  are  against  children,  and 
children  against  fathers,  as  to  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  the  same.  And 
thus  a  terrible  dissension  is  made.  Already  Dom.  Marinus  has  refused  baptism  In 
Us  congregation,  because  they  would  not  bind  themselves  to  submit  to  an  Irregular 
Ooetns,  and  for  that  reason  openly  took  hla  departure  from  them;  the  elder  of  the 
irniage  <who  would  have  been  here  himself,  but  for  his  family,)  writing  to  na  th&t^ 
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at  tbelr  Domine  said,  to  receire  authority  from  Holland  to  make  candidatct  niib- 
ters  was  I'opery,  and  that  Holland  could  not  give  such  power,  and  that  those  vki 
depended  thereon  were  Papists,  eren  announcing  tbelr  meeting  as  If  it  wtiei 
Synod. 

4.  Another  instance  of  injury  to  the  Church  Is  seen  In  the  complaint  of  i  eoi- 
mlttee  from  the  North  Branch  portion  of  the  congregation  at  Barltan,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  abstract: 

(1.)  The  origin  of  the  disputes  there  was  in  the  neglect  of  the  Consistory  of  Bui- 
tan  and  the  associated  congregations  to  provide  suitable  ministerial  senrke  tte 
the  death  of  Dom.  Jno.  Freilnghuysen.  only  three  or  four  sermons  havlBC  hM 
preached  by  Low  Dutch  ministers  in  the  course  of  two  years. 

(2.)  Dom.  Fryenmoet,  fleeing  before  the  public  enemy,  came  to  North  Bruch,  ni 
was  several  times  asked  by  the  Consistory  there  to  ofllciate.  which  be  did  with  • 
much  acceptance  that  many  members  of  the  four  united  congregations  u^Mtii 
that  he  might  preach  in  all  the  churches;  but  the  Consistory  in  the  other  thnt 
villages  refused,  no  doubt  because  of  their  engagements  to  a  certain  Hardesho^ 
who  had  married  the  widow  of  Dom.  Freilnghuysen.  The  adherents  of  Dool  Fi|«- 
moet,  being  by  far  the  greater  number  in  the  four  c-ongregstions,  bestirred  thM- 
selves  to  obtain  a  subscription  to  have  him  called  for  their  lawful  minister,  hit  the 
Consistory  opposed  this  with  all  their  might,  and  the  dispute  rose  so  high  that  esch 
party  called  in  the  Circle  to  settle  it.  The  proceedings  of  the  Circle  were  so 
fold,  withal  not  obscurely  showing  partisanship,  that  we  cannot  relate  tiiem. 
we  must  mention  one  thing,  vis.,  that  the  adherents  of  Dom.  Fiyenmoet 
to  raise  the  whole  salary  for  him.  and  offered  further,  if  the  others  would  call  W 
lawful  minister  whom  they  preferred,  (seeing  the  congregations  required  two.)  thtf 
they  would  assist  in  paying  him;  still  they  could  not  agree,  and  Dom.  Fiynwmr 
had  to  go  away. 

(3.)  An  elder  and  two  deacons  in  North  Branch,  consulting  together  withost  the 
knowledge  of  two  elders  and  another  deacon,  their  associates,  requested  Dom.  Leyit 
to  preach  there  and  choose  a  new  Consistory.  When  the  time  came  to  carry  Mt 
the  plan,  they  made  It  known  to  the  others,  and  wished  them  to  aid  in  makiagtlv 
choice;  but  they  protested  against  it.  as  almost  the  whole  congregation  afterwarii 
did.  as  being  opposed  to  the  Church  Order,  and  the  ancient  usage  of  that  Chsrck 
Notwithstanding,  the  election  was  had,  and  Immediately  after,  the  ordinatioa  alK 
which  compelled  the  remaining  lawful  members,  after  the  lapse  oi  four  nosth^ 
(for  they  could  not  side  with  the  newly  chosen,  and  the  old  ones,  who  weot  ML 
would  not  act  with  them.)  to  make  with  their  C<m9uietti,  Dom.  De  Bonde,  a  ifV 
filling  up  of  the  Consistory,  in  order  to  heal  the  breach,  and  as  such  they  haft 
sought  to  maintain  the  CHiurch  in  the  right. 

(4.)  The  new  Consistory  together  with  the  Consistories  of  the  three  other  villafK 
have  made  and  executed  a  call  upon  the  so-called  student  Hardenberg.  who  stf 
examined  and  qualified  before  the  congregation  as  minister  by  those  who  ityk 
themselves  the  Coetus,  who  yet  had  no  proper  business  with  that  call;  not  cair 
because  of  the  things  above  stated,  but  because  the  student  was  an  unfit  pecM^ 
not  having  made  the  least  proficiency  in  what  belongs  to  the  ministerial  ollee.  tf^ 
having  been,  by  the  acknowledgement  of  all,  under  the  Instruction  of  a  teacher  ft* 
only  two  years  at  the  furthest.  Besides,  he  was  quallfled  without  the  ordisd 
either  Classie  or  Synod.  They  cannot,  therefore,  but  separate  from  those  whs  tM 
act.  and  they  request  the  aid  of  the  Classis  to  provide  them  with  a  Ddnisterftia 
the  Classis. 

All  these  things  show  plainly,  in  our  judgement,  what  these  men  declare.  hsChk 
words  and  deeds,  that  they  stand,  and  will  continue  to  stand,  by  the  constltatiiK' 
our  Church,  from  which  the  others  depart:  and  this  is  the  only  reason  why  tl9 
Join  the  old  ministers,  who  mean  to  guard  the  constitution  and  *"s<ntif"  suhori^ 
tlon  to  the  C\a&&V«  ot  Amsterdam,  and  who  now,  in  order  to  prevent  the  dowitf 
of  the  Cliurcb.  \iave  met  Xo^^xXi^t  \ft  x^v^***^'^  ^ft  ivi  lu  miserable  ooaffitloB 
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III.  The  Rev.  Classls,  haying  thus  seen  the  sad  and  pining  state  of  our  churches, 
feel  bound  in  conscience  to  present  (under  correction)  the  only  expedient  there 
fa  for  restoring  peace  and  unity,  in  strict  propagation  of,  and  adherence  to,  our  holy 
<loctrine  and  excellent  Church  Order,  to  wit: 

1.  To  disapprove  the  unlawful  and  disorderly  examination  and  ordination  made  by 
'those  who  still  (however  improperly)  call  themselves  the  Goetus,  (just  as  formerly 
the  ordination  of  Dom.  Qoetschius  and  Fryenmoet  was  disapproved;)  and  to  make 
Imown  this  disapproval  not  only  to  us.  but  also  to  the  brethren  who  call  themselves 
the  Coetus.  and  to  the  congregations  where  the  persons  thus  ordained  are.  so  that 
thus  these  unlawful  proceedings  may  be  checked. 

2.  The  unanimous  cry  of  all  our  congregations  is.  for  liberty  to  admit  suitable 
persons  to  the  preparatory  and  final  examinations  here  for  the  ministry,  because  of 
oor  great  distance  from  Holland,  and  the  consequent  great  expense  and  danger  of 
the  sea-voyage,  especially  in  time  of  war.  and  also  because  of  the  sad  consequences 
which  they  and  we  have  painfully  experienced  from  the  unlawful  examination  and 
ordination  of  unfit  persons  by  the  so-called  Coetus.  which,  if  not  hindered  by  your 
BeT.  Body,  we  must  expect  to  issue  in  the  total  downfall  and  ruin  of  our  Church  in 
both  doctrine  and  discipline;  because  almost  all  the  congregations,  being  unable  to 
help  themselves  in  any  lawful  way.  will  be  compelled  to  avail  themselves  of  this. 
Another  Important  reason  is,  that  the  country  has  the  well-grounded  expectation  of 
luiTlng,  from  time  to  time,  more  suitable  persons,  and  better  skilled  in  the  Ian- 
Koages,  in  divinity,  and  other  branches  of  knowledge;  because  our  Academy  estab- 
lished at  New  York  prospers  remarkably,  and  we  Low  Dutch  Reformed  have  liberty 
to  call  a  professor  of  theology,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  our  Netherlandish 
Church  Order,  established  in  the  Synod  of  Dort;  and  this  privilege  shall  be  used  at 
the  first  opportunity. 

Seeing  that  we  cannot  exercise  the  right  of  examination  and  ordination  without 
being  a  Classis,  which  we  will  not  be  without  your  approbation  and  a  lawful 
appointment  of  one  of  the  Synods  of  the  fatherland,  through  your  meditation— and 
iret,  the  erection  of  a  Classis  seems,  for  the  aforesaid  reasons,  to  be  necessary  for 
the  restoration  of  our  languishing  Church— we  propose  the  matter  for  your  consid- 
eration, and  await  your  will  and  fatherly  advice  thereon,  whether  we,  the  under- 
signed, who  heartily  maintain  our  subordination  to  your  Rev.  Body,  may  not, 
Uirough  you,  once  for  all,  obtain  full  power  to  examine  and  ordain  in  nomine  CIob. 
^mtMdamsis,  such  fit  persons  as  may  present  themselves,  although  we  should  still 
be  no  Classis,  but  remain  in  qualitate  qua^  as  subordinate  to  you.  In  this  way.  the 
general  desire  of  the  congregations  would  be  met;  the  unlawful  examinations  by  the 
brethren,  who,  although  without,  or  rather  against  your  approval,  alreay  act  as  a 
CBassls,  would  be  ended;  and  the  true  welfare  of  our  New  Netherlands  Zion  be 
Mdranced. 

In  case  of  the  institution  of  such  an  Assembly  with  the  aforesaid  power,  to  be 
vsercised  in  your  name,  or  that  of  any  other  Classis  named  by  the  Synod,  we 
■eqnest  your  fatherly  aid  in  laying  down  its  rules;  one  of  which,  in  particular, 
bhonld  be,  that  no  important  matter  be  decided  by  a  mere  majority.  In  order  that 
may  be  no  domineering  over  brethren,  and  the  Assembly  be  not  abused  by 
ibltlous  and  passionate  members,  who  will  have  everything  their  own  way,  as  we 
■sperl^iced  to  our  sorrow  in  the  old  Coetus,  where,  in  the  most  righteous  matters, 
ttfe  were  overruled  by  a  majority,  and  that  of  ten-times  made  up  of  inexperienced 
■WDBg  men.  And  therefore,  if  anything  be  unexpectedly  disapproved.  It  will  be  and 
Vontlnne  impossible  for  it  to  come  into  the  Union  or  Assembly.  Meanwhile,  all  our 
9«Mrregatlons  inclined  to  a  Classis  among  us  are  especially  determined  to  suffer  no 
nding  of  a  majority,  but  to  refer  all  matters  in  which  unanimity  cannot  be  obtained 
K»  you,  or  to  the  Synod  by  whom  we  shall  be  constituted. 
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Thua  expecting  the  fratiflcatloii  of  our  reqneet  from  yoo,  and  cordUUj  wishing  all 

concelTable  health  and  blessing  upon  yonr  persooa  and  work,  we  remain,  with  bigk 

esteem. 

Rev.  Pathera  and  Brethren, 

Your  serrants  and  associates, 

(Signed,)   Gerard  Haeghoort  J.  G.  Fryenmoet 

G.  W.  Mancins  J.  C.  Rnbel 

John  Rita^na  A.  Rosenkrants 

Ldtmb.  De  Ronde  John  Schuyler. 

Done  in  onr  Gooferentle, 

New  York,  October  IS,  1768. 

P.  8.— We  reqaest  yon  to  favor  ns  with  a  speedy  reply,  and  to  address  the  fluae  t* 
the  Rev.  J.  Ritsema  and  L.  De  Ronde,  ministers  at  New  York. 

NOTB. 

(1768,  Nov.  First  Convention  of  Episcopal  Clergy  at  New  York,  followed  bf  refi- 
lar  Yearly  Conventions.  Ten,  ont  of  fifty-one,  who  bad  gone  to  England  for  orO- 
nation,  lost  their  Uves  in  the  passage.   Di&'9  Hitt.  of  TrimU^  €nimnh,  814.] 

Acts  of  the  Ciassis  of  Ak8tkbi>aic 

(New  Netherland.) 

1758,  Nov.  28th.  A  letter  to  the  Oape  (of  Good  Hope)  was 
read ;  also  one  to  New  Netherlands  and  one  to  Bev.  van  Essen  of 
St.  Eustatius.     xiii.  205. 

Church  of  New  York. 
Establishment  of  a  German  Church. 

New  York,  Dec.  20,  1758. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

About  forty  members,  male  and  female,  presented  a  request  for 
dismission  from  our  congregation,  in  order  that  being  Hi^ 
Dutch,  and  a  High  Dutch  minister  having  been  called  here,  they 
might  join  the  same  by  certificate.  Nevertheless,  with  the  prin- 
lege,  in  case  the  new  enterprise  fell  through,  of  being  received 
back  into  our  bosom.  The  request  was  granted,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized  to  prepare  the  certificate.  They,  moreover, 
requested  to  be  allowed,  to  bury  their  dead  with  us  as  fonnerk, 
until  they  got  a  place  of  their  own;  also,  that  their  minister, 
domine  Abraham  Eoosenkrantz,  might  be  installed  by  demise 
Eitzema  as  the  oldest  minister.     This  was  granted. 

In  name  etc 

J,  Kiteema,  p.  t  Preadent 
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Chuech  of  New  Yoek. 

New  York,  Feb.  12,  1769. 

tory  held  after  calling  on  Gted's  name. 
;  resolved:  1.  Inasmuch  as,  formerly,  Simon  Johnson*, 
vingston,  Abram  LefFerts  and  Theodore  Van  Wyck  were 
committee  on  the  matter  of  the  Manor,  against  Lewis 
and  afterward,  Abraham  Van  Wyck  and  Ohrystoffel 
of  the  Exiling  Consistory,  were  added  to  them,  and  since 
e  carried  on  this  case  from  time  to  time,  and  are  now  so 
need  that  we  expect  soon  to  reach  the  end:  Therefore 
itlemen  are  requested  to  finish  the  work  they  have  begun, 
ler,  according  to  the  nature  of  a  committee,  that  if  any 
through  other  engagements,  or  by  sickness,  cannot  attend^ 
)hall  go  on  with  the  business,  unhindered.  ^ 

lereas,  Pieter  Bussing  has  put  a  fence  on  the  place  we 
saac  Valentyn,  by  which  he  means  to  take  away  part  of 
,  notwithstanding  that  his  father,  in  laying  out  the  Manor,. 
rs  from  the  map  made  by  Mr.  Berrien,  fixed  his  present 
hich  decree  to  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  There- 
:er  Lott,  David  Abeel,  Bichard  Bay,  Evert  Bancker  and 
nckerhofF  are  appointed  a  committee  to  consult  with  our 
on  the  best  way  of  warding  ofF  this  intrusion, 
ce  diflFerent  persons  have  sought  to  buy  farms  on  the 
Ibram  Lefferts  and  Pieter  Lott^^are  appointed  a  committee 
with  these  persons,  and  see  how  near  they  can  come  to 
gement  with  them  and  report  to  the  consistory. 

J.  Eitzema,  p.  t  President. 
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Acts  of  thb  Deputies. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Jamaica  to  the  Classia  of  Amgterdim, 

dated,  March  6,  1759. 

[Vol.  33,  p.  13.     Letter  No.  289.] 

A  letter  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  signed,  Jamaica,  March  6,  1759, 
by  Ab.  Schenck,  Daniel  Durje,  Cor.  Montfoort,  John  WilleiMeft 
and  Rem  Remsen,  as  consistory  on  Long  Island. 

This  letter  not  to  be  answered. 

Whereas  thev  notice  that  the  Rev.  Classis  cares  verv  little  for 
them,  and  has,  upon  the  writing  of  the  Coetus,  as  good  as  cot- 
demned  their  action,  and  directed  them  to  a  minister  who,  m 
opposition  to  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  members,  intruded 
himself  into  the  church,  as  shown  at  length ;  they,  therefore,  being 
of  opinion  that  it  has  not  been  well  informed  about  them,  poasiHT 
by  the  deception  and  falsifications  of  the  Coetus,  etc,  find  tten- 
selves  under  the  nece-ssitv,  in  the  sad  condition  to  which  thev  hire 
been  broiihgt  by  Rev.  Thomas  Romeyn.  to  complain,  appeal  and 
protest,  before  the  Synod  of  North  Holland. 

We  are  reque?te<l  to  enter  their  appeal  and  protest  <mi  onr 
minutes.  With  resi)ect,  and  prayer  to  GJod  for  His  blessing,  tbcy 
rem.ain,  etc. 

On  the  other  side  was  written :  "  The  reasons,  why  Simon  Van 
Noordwyk  and  Paulus  Amerman  did  not  sign  this  letter,  are  thtf 
one  had  died  in  the  Lord  and  the  other  had  gone  away  to  be  under 
another  government" 

Church  of  New  Yoek. 

New  York,  Mardi  15, 1759. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  GU)d's  name. 

It  was  proposed  to  appoint  an  overseer  to  keep  a  special  acoMBtf 
of  moneys  received  for  properties  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  aoU 
or  hereafter  to  be  sold ;  to  note  the  payments  received,  whedier  of 
principal  or  interest;  and  give  accoimt  thereof  as  often  as  requiirft 
and  also  to  keep  a  book  which  shall  lie  in  the  consistory's  diantoy 
and  intx>  w\i\c3cL  everj  «x\k^<6  Ai^  ^savually  be  tranaferred.  ^ 
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seer  is  to  receive  for  his  labor  three  pence  on  the  pound,  of 
cipal,  and  six  pence  on  the  pound,  of  interest,  and  no  mora 
Abram  Van  Wyck  was  appointed. 

bereupon,  the  Consistory  further  Eesolved,  that  the  said  book 
[  have  a  heading,  stating  that  the  revenues  from  the  lands  sold 
.  be  applied  according  to  the  design  of  Cornelius  Steenwyck, 
L  whom  the  Manor  originally  came,  as  is  also  expressed  in  the 

of  Assembly. 

r.  LeflFerts  and  Pieter  Lott  brought  in  an  answer,  respecting 
tale  of  the  farm  to  John  Vermillie  at  five  poimds,  ten  shillings 
icre,  on  the  same  terms  of  payment  as  the  sale  to  Isaac  Valen- 

with  the  proviso  that  fifty  pounds  should  be  paid  to  him  for 
ervices  to  the  church.     Whereupon  Mr.  Cornelius  LefFerts  and 

were  requested  to  prepare  the  writings  and  Mr.  Evert 
3ker  to  go  with  Francois  Marschalk,  to  measure  the  farm. 

they  agreed  to  do. 
bilip  Livingston,  Pieter  Lott,  Evert  Bancker,  Dirk  Brincker- 

John  Duryee,  Henry  Clopper,  and  so  many  of  the  Consistory 
'e  inclined  are  appointed  to  go  with  the  surveyor,  and  the  jury 
iew  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  in  the  case  between  the 
dstory  and  Lewis  Morris. 

Actum  as  above,  in  name  etc 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t.  President 

BEVEBBQcn)  Db.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seokbb. 

King's  Coll.  New  York, 

March  SO,  1769. 
t  please  Your  Orace, 

1  inexpressibly  obliged  to  Your  Grace  for  jour  most  kind  and  condescending 

of  Sept  27,  1768.    The  labours  you  have  taken  in  writing  so  large  a  letter  with 

)wn  hand,  full  of  such  wise  and  benevolent  instructions  and  suggestions,  is 

oely  obliging,  and  the  more  so,  as  it  abundantly  assures  us  your  Grace  is  in 

t  and  indefatigably  engaged  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  Church  and 

eligion  to  the  utmost  of  your  power  both  at  home  and  abroad.    I  have  com- 

ated  it  to  the  Clergy  that  are  near  me,  who  are  with  me  most  highly  obliged 

ir  Grace,  and  desire  me  to  write  you  their  humblest  duty  and  thanks.    I  shall 

anicate  it  to  them  all  as  I  have  opportunity  and  make  it  as  useful  as  possible, 

as  my  acquaintance  and  influence  extends  especially  in  New  Bngland,  New 
ind  the  Jersies.— Your  manner  of  mentioning  my  late  dearest  son  is  very  kind. 
>  you  received  my  letter  of  thanks  for  your  great  kindness  and  condescension 
I. 

entirely  agree  with  Your  Orace  in  every  thing  you  suggest  respecting  the 
b  in  these  parts,  and  have  always  endeavoured  to  govern  myself^  «.vi<d.  1<^  Voft.^- 
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ence  others  to  be  gOTemed  by  the  same  principles  and  with  the  same  temper « 
Your  Grace  inculcatee,  at  yon  will  see  by  my  preface  to  Mr.  Beache's  book  Un 
encloaed  (the  second  tract,  by  a  mietalEe  In  the  bindinir)  which  thongh  It  wu,  (tt 
least  I  desired  it  should  be)  sent  in  the  time  of  It.  perhaps  It  may  not  hare  fifla 
into  Your  Grace's  hands,  by  which  yon  will  see  how  the  Controreriy  stood  betwm 
ns  at  that  time:  since  which  nothing  new  or  of  any  conseqneooa  hath  been  wiitts 
except  a  weekly  paper  called  the  Independent  Reflector  and  another  called  tbe 
Watch  Tower  (Copies  of  which  I  was  promised  should  be  sent  to  Yoor  Gnee'i 
predecessor  Abp.  Herring) — And  by  the  way,  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Beaches  SeimoB  tttt 
gaye  so  much  offence  was  not  sent  from  these  parts,  because  we  were  told  i  cepr 
was  sent  from  Boston  to  a  member  of  the  Society,  lon^  before  the  complaint  of  off 
Adyersaries;  but  that  matter  has  been  liappilj  accommodated.— I  would  fend  foa 
Hobart's  pieces  to  which  these  are  replies;  bnt  I  cannot  find  where  any  of  then  in 
to  be  had. 

One  book  indeed,  which  has,  I  imagine,  been  a  principal  occasion  of  tlie  cos- 
plain  ts  against  the  Society  and  Missionaries,  Is  the  History  of  New  York  latriy 
published  in  London,  which  doubtless  Your  Grace  has  seen.  This  was  wrote  by  >* 
Smith  of  this  Town,  upon  which  Mr.  Barclay  has  made  some  rery  jost  reottiki, 
which  were  sent  about  two  months  ago,  and  I  hope  are  now  In  the  Sccretiiy'i 
hands.  This  Smith  is  a  lawyer  here  of  some  note,  who  with  two  others  of  the  bum 
profession,  Liyingston  and  Scott,  all  bitter  enemies  to  onr  Chnrch  and  College,  wen 
beliered  to  be  the  Chief  writers  of  the  Reflector  &  Watch  Towers—  And  I  beOere 
one  of  the  leading  occasions  of  his  writing  this  history  was,  that  he  might  ihos 
the  Church,  Society  and  Missionaries,  as  it  contains  a  summary  of  what  they  hid 
before  published  in  those  papers  so  far  as  religion  Is  concerned.  But  your  Gnee 
will  see  by  our  Controversy  with  Hobart,  and  by  Mr.  Barclay's  renurka  comptred 
with  Smith's  history,  that  it  is  Indeed  fencing  against  a  hail,  to  hold  any  contro- 
versy with  them,  there  being  nothing  they  will  stick  at,  howeyer  so  false  and  ivja- 
rious,  in  opposing  and  discrediting  the  church,  and  which  they  would  not  ceue  to 
repeat  and  Inculcate,  over  and  over  again,  however  so  thoroughly  it  was  answered. 
I  could  wish  Mr.  Barclay's  Remarks  were  printed  that  both  our  benefactors  asd 
enemies  at  home,  might  see  how  little  regard  our  adversaries  here  have  for  tmtlior 
common  honesty,  who  are  so  Indefatlgably  laboring,  and  with  so  much  sueceei  to 
disaffect  our  Benefactors  both  to  the  Society  and  us.— What  connections  any  ^ 
theee  gentlemen  may  have  in  England  I  know  not.  I  am  told  It  is  (me  Dr.  Areiy 
with  whom  our  Dissenters  here  chiefly  correspond. 

It  Is  Indeed,  my  Lord,  a  thing  of  most  melancholy  consideration,  that  by  loek 
inaccountable  methods  our  adversaries  should  have  procured  such  a  formiddhU  miA- 
titude  at  home  to  t>e  disaffected  to  the  Society;  and  that  any  should  treat  it  vltk 
such  Insolence  as  to  use  even  threatening  intimationt.  When  at  the  same  time  thei* 
never  was  the  least  ground  for  that  which  it  seems  is  their  ^rand  complaint,  vlt 
that  the  Society  have  unwarrantably  dtanged  their  object  from  the  propopsHa^  if 
Christianitp  and  Protestantism^  to  the  propagation  of  one  form  of  it  in  oppofUios  S 
other  Protestants.  This,  my  Lord,  I  believe  never  was  designed  nor  attempted  to 
the  Society  to  this  day.  There  have  been,  indeed,  a  multitude  <^  proselytes  to  the 
Church  especially  In  New  England,  but  this  has  not  been  an  originally  designed,  hst 
an  Accidental  effect *• 

And  now,  My  Lord,  as  to  the  business  of  Episcopacy  in  these  plantations  we  nercr 
-pretended  to  desire  any  Episcopate  that  should  have  any  jurisdiction  over  them,  sr 
indeed  any  concern  with  them :  so  that  they  never  had  any  reason  to  have  the  letit 
apprehensions,  much  less  such  terrible  Apprehensions  from  it.  Ail  that  ever  we  liB^ 
at,  was  no  more  than  just  what  your  Grace  intimates.  And  when  they  enjoy  vlth- 
ont  molestation  their  Presbytery  in  the  full  vigor  of  Its  discipline.  Is  It  not  a  o^ 
thing  that  they  shoxiV^  ^>«  «o  XAXXti^xVi  s^^lnat  the  Churches  enjoying  her  own  fhis 
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of  Goyenunent  and  discipline,  for  want  of  which  the  soffers  extremely,  and  i 
yaluable  lires  have  been  thrown  away?  And  is  she  not  reduced  to  a  miserable 
Indeed,  that  she  cannot  provide  for  her  children  abroad  here,  without  their  coi 
for  it?  We  should  be  entirely  contented  if  we  were  only  upon  an  equal  foot 
them;  but  for  that  which  Is  the  established  Church  of  our  nation,  to  be  in 
Colonies  in  a  state  that  is  so  much  inferior  to  them,  is  very  hard  indeed,  and  y 
as  your  Orace  justly  observes,  they  would  thinlc  utterly  intolerable,  were  It 
own  case;  were  they  for  Instance  obllfced  to  send  their  Candidates  a  thoi 
leagues  for  ordination. 

And,  my  Lord,  though  no  plan  for  this  purpose  is,  or  will  soon  be  laid  befor 
superiors,  may  we  not  hope  that  the  great  Minister  who  now  so  gloriously  con 
the  public  affairs,  is  a  friend  to  religion,  and  that  when  it  shall  please  God  to 
us  with  an  honourable  peace,  he  who  has  proved  such  a  friend  to  America  mt 
induced  to  use  his  influence  for  the  bringing  about  so  great  a  Blessing?  Meai 
I  humbly  beg  Your  Grace's  influence,  if  possible  that  such  may  be  appointe( 
Governors  from  time  to  time,  as  are  friends  to  religion,  and  will  countenanc< 
encourage  the  Church,  and  set  an  example  of  constant,  or  at  least  frequent  at 
ance  on  the  public  worship,  which  has  not  always  been  the  case;  and  when 
otherwise  the  ill  effects  of  great  examples  are  very  deplorable.  We  have  r 
seen  a  Governor  at  Church  in  this  Province  except  Sir  Charles,  since  the  year 

I  should  now  proceed,  my  Lord,  to  answer  your  other  enquiries  relating  t< 
State  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  in  these  parts  but  I  doubt  I  have  already 
passed  much  too  far  on  Your  Grace's  goodness  by  this  tedious  letter.  Howev 
I  am  in  duty  bound  to  give  you  all  the  satisfaction  I  can  on  those  points,  I  she 
the  next  opportunity  write  again.  In  the  mean  time  most  humbly  thanlcing 
Grace  for  Your  kind  prayers  and  good  wishes,  and  begging  the  cpntinuance  of  1 
I  conclude  with  my  earnest  prayers  for  Your  health  and  long  life  and  success  i 
Your  labours  here,  and  a  glorious  crown  hereafter:  And  remain  may  it  please 
Grace, 

Your  Grace's  most  obliged  and  most  dutiful  and  obedient  humble  Servant. 

(Signed)  Samuel  Johns 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vil.  pp.  370.  371.  373. 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,.  April  1,  175! 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

The  President  delivered  and  opened  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adrii 
Van  der  Sman  containing  an  earnest  complaint  about  his  sup 
as  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and  Catechist.  Thereupon  the  eonsis 
Resolved  that  a  collection  should  again  be  taken  up  for  hii 
both  churches  on  the  first  day  of  Eaater ;  and  that  in  the  Aut 
a  subscription  should  again  be  started  for  him. 

Farther,  Eesolved,  That  two  new  houses  be  built  on  the  lo 

the  old  church ;  also  that  on  the  first  of  May,  the  deacons  ah 

put  out  £150.  at  six  per  cent  to  Morin  Low  below  Harlem. 

Signed  in  name  of  all, 

J.  Ritzem 
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Acts  of  thb  Classis  of  Aic8Tbbi>aic. 
Depntati  ad  res  Exteraa. 

1759,  April  2nd,  Art  7.  There  wore  read  1.  A  letter  to  die 
Consistory  of  Batavia*  2.  A  letter  to  the  Conventns  of  Suriiume. 
The  Classis  approved  of  these  and  thanked  the  Messrs.  Duties 
for  their  care  and  trouble. 

Further  the  said  gentlemen  read  two  letters  from  New  Y(xk, 
dated  Oct  3,  1768,  and  Oct  12,  1758.  Thereupon  the  Gliab 
resolved  that  in  a  letter  to  the  Senior  Pastor  at  New  York,  tvo 
circnlar  letters  should  be  enclosed,  whidi  were  to  be  sent  to  eveij- 
one,  without  distinction.  These  were  intended  to  exhort  all 
preachers  and  consistories  to  peace,  and  unity,  and  to  unite  them- 
selves together  into  a  Coetus.     xiii.  209. 

[Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seeker,  April  15,  1759.  See 
Col  Docs.  N.  Y.  vii.  374,  Extracts,  Dix's  Trinity  Church,  i.  314.- 
This  letter  urges  the  duty  of  holding  Conventions.] 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Deputati  ad  res  Exteras. 

1769,  May  7th.     Art.  4  ad  7.     The  Deputies  read  a  circular 

letter  to  be  sent  to  all  the  preachers  of  New  Netherlands    The 

said  letter  satisfied  the  intentions  of  Classis.     Its  exhortations  T^ere 

well  calculated  to  lead  to  peace,  love,  and  unity.     Two  of  these 

letters  shall  be  forwarded :  one,  with  the  Acta  of  Synod,  to  the 

Consistory  of  New  York,  for  its  use,  and  the  use  of  those  ministers 

who  have  sided  with  them.     The  other  to  the  so-called  Coetnsi 

xiii.  210. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York  and 
to  those  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  May  7th  1759.  Vol 
31.    Page  140.     No.  94.     Referred  to,  xxiv.  64,  65. 

To  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  the  City  of  New  York  and  to  thoee 

who  call  themselves  the  Coetus. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Much-beloved  Brethren : — 

In  company  with  this  letter  we  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the 
Christian  Synod  oi'SoTV\vli^ci\V^TiftL^\i^iLNii^^TQj<iedin^year  (1758) 
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at  Alkmaar.     The  Minutes  of  the  year  1757,  we  hope  you  have 
heretofore  received. 

The  letter  recently  sent  from  your  province  exhibited  the  con- 
dition of  the  Church  there.  On  account  of  the  many  irregulari- 
ties which  exist,  the  Eev.  Classis  is  unable  to  come  to  a  definite 
judgment.  She  has  therefore  determined  to  send  you  the  letter 
enclosed,  with  the  wish  and  earnest  request  that  the  same  may  be 
read  in  all  the  churches,  and  taken  into  most  careful  consideration. 
It  is  our  desire  and  prayer  that  God  will  use  the  same  as  an  instru- 
ment to  accomplish  blessed  results,  in  promoting  the  usefulness 
of  the  congregations  in  New  York,  and  to  the  glory  of  his  own 
Name.     Wishing  you  all  prosperity,  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Kev.  Sirs  and  respected  Brethren,  Your  servants  and  brethren, 
In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Petrus  Noordbeek,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

R.  Perisonius,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

May  7th,  1769. 

Acts  of  ths  Classis  of  Amstesdam. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  all  the  Consistories  in  the  Province 
of  New  York,  May  7, 1759.  Vol.  31,  page  140.  No.  95.  Re- 
ferred to,  xxiv.  64,  65. 

To  all  the  Ck)n8i8torie8  lii  the  Province  of  New  York. 
Bey.  and  Much-beloved  Brethren:— 

However  much  we  may  regard  it  to  be  our  duty,  for  Christ's  sake,  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  churches  in  your  province;  and  with  whatever  readiness  and  zeal  we 
ironld  labor  to  this  end;  yet  we  are  obliged  to  confess  that  it  Is  impossible  to  do 
anything  effectual  If  our  counsels  are  not  heeded,  and  dissensions  and  troubles  are 
allowed  to  triumph. 

The  condition  of  affairs  among  you,  which  has  been  made  known  to  as  by  letters 
of  the  difCerent  parties,  is  of  such  a  lULture,  that  the  Classis  is  unable  to  decide 
lilther  in  favor,  or  against  either  party.  Nevertheless  she  pities  the  poor  congrega- 
tloiuit  and  prays  to  the  Great  God  and  Savior  to  have  mercy  on  them,  and  to  bestow 
■pon  them  his  good  Spirit,  in  order  to  create  peace  in  the  churches.  The  Classis  Is 
eC  the  opinion  that  all  her  efforts  to  accomplish  any  good  are  useless,  so  long  as  her 
eonnaels  are  rejected,  your  dissensions  are  not  healed,  and  you  refuse  to  unite  again 
■  la  one  Coetus.  Nevertheless  we  have  determined  to  urge  you  to  this  once  again  in 
Jove.. 

Brethren,  what  advantage  is  there  in  discord  and  strife?  Do  you  not  know  in 
.War  hearts  that  It  Is  not  Christ,  but  Satan;  not  the  Church  of  God,  but  her  ene- 
who  rejoice  in  such  things,  and  derive  advantage  therefrom?   Can  any  good 
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results  be  hoped  for  when  confosion  reigns?  No  one  U  permitted  to  do  erll  ttat 
good  may  come.  And  liow  difflcnlt  will  It  be  to  answer  for  these  exaspentkw 
wherewith  yon  consnme  one  another,  l>efore  Him  with  whom  we  hare  to  ds,  ui 
before  whom  all  things  are  naked  and  open! 

On  the  other  hand,  dear  brethren,  Is  not  peace  recommended  to  ns?  WovU  m 
amity  be  more  agreeable  and  nsefnl,  and  more  powerful  for  the  g$ory  of  Tim'i 
King?  And  Is  not  this  enjoined  on  ns?  Does  not  our  love  for  the  Lonl  hm 
require  these  things  of  ns,  not  only  for  our  own  welfare,  bot  for  the  wrifaie  «f 
others*  Immortal  souls?  O  that  you  would  make  us  hmppy  by  the  re-estabttskaot 
among  you  of  salutary  peace!  This  Is  not  Impossible,  for  jon  do  not  differ  late 
matter  of  religion,  but  only  In  regard  to  the  regulation  of  external  affaln.  Ail  te 
more  forcibly  can  the  Classis  urge  this  upon  you,  well-knowing  that  her  oolj  ate  k 
the  welfare  of  the  churches.  Personal  Interest  on  her  part  Is  entirely  excMei 
Neither  does  the  Classis  desire  to  exercise  lordship  over  yon;  for  all  ttet  ike 
derlvei^  from  you  are  labor  and  pain,  which,  when  f raltleesly  expended,  ire  frier- 
ous.  Yet  the  Classis  would  gladly  endure  these  things,  if  only-  good  resnJti  tkie- 
from.  But  this  Is  altogether  Impossible  so  long  as  her  counsels  are  ntteriy  <UR^ 
garded  and  the  strife  Is  continued.  This  also  frustrates  all  opportunity  for  dent- 
ing plans  for  the  general  good. 

May  the  Great  Lord  and  King  of  Zlon,  who  bought  his  Church  with  his  own  Mood. 
make  himself  so  attractive,  (especially  in  that  way  which  Paul  enjoins  apos  \k 
Phlllpplano--'*  Look  not  every  man  on  his  own  things,  but  every  one  also  oo  the 
things  of  others;  Let  this  mind  be  In  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Je8iis;'>-iBito 
himself  so  attractive  to  those  who  were  purchased  at  such  a  price,  and  tie  « 
precious,  that  denying  their  own  wills,  peace  may  l>e  restored. 

Praying  for  your  welfare,  we  subscribe  ourselves. 

Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Pfctrus  Noordbeck,  Depp.  CI.  h.  L  Pn«<& 
R.  Perisonlus,   Depp.  CI.  h.  t  Scribt. 
In  our  Classical  Assembly, 

Amsterdam,  May  7,  1759. 

(See  Leydfs  Tractate,  Aug.  12,  1760.) 


Call  of  Rev.  John  C.  Rubel  to  Kings  Couxty,  Juxe  20, 

1759. 


Call  of  the  Reverend  and  Pious  Domlne  Jobs.  Casp&rus  Rubel  at  preoeot  Hijk 
Dutch  Minister  in  the  Church  of  Jesus. Christ  In  the  Camp  and  Rhinebeau  tnaUt 
Elders  and  Deputies  of  the  Five  United  Townships  of  Kings  County  on  Long  l^*'^ 
(viz.)  Flatbush,  Brookiand.  Bushwlck,  Flatlands  and  New  Utrecht,  for  a  Mcooduv 
Dutch  Minister  with  Domlne  Ulplanus  Van  Slnderen,  at  their  meeting  liad  !■  tk 
church  of  Flatbush,  the  20th  June  1759. 

God,  who,  out  of  the  riches  of  his  all-sufflciency,  supplies  the  wants  of  til  Ui 
creatures,  does  this  in  a  peculiar  manner  for  his  people  and  chosen  ones.  Tbeit  ^ 
favors  with  the  blessing  of  the  revelation  of  his  will,  which  Is  above  til  eirt^ 
blessings.  Thus  he  brings  together  his  elect:  and  he  confirms  and  strenftbens  tb4 
by  the  services  of  those  who  bear  the  riches  of  Ood*s  treasures  In  earthen  ▼««* 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  the  elect. 

In  full  confidence  of  these  things,  we  have  through  the  grace  of  God.  been  tble  it 
bring  matters  so  far  as  to  unite  together  In  lovs,  and  thus  have  been  able  to  d^^ 
ways  and  means  to  make  up  a  sufllclent  salary  for  two  ministers. 

And  our  choice  has  fallen  upon  you.  Reverend  Sir,  as  one  of  whose  good  rep^ " 
the  service  ol  t\ie  Qoa^\  ^M\.\i  Vdl  i<)\ir  present  and  f6nner  ooagregatioBa  «*  ^ 
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receiyed  eyldence.    We  therefore  Indulge  the  expectation  that*   through   the  good 
grace  of  God,  we  may  secure  your  aervlces  among  us. 

That  which  we  shall  generally  expect  of  you  is,  that  you  shall  perform  all  the 
duties  Incumbent  on  a  faithful  serrant  of  the  Gospel ;  proclaiming  the  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel  to  the  diyine  approbation;  administering  the  sacraments;  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  Church  officers,  exercising  church  discipline,  according  to  the 
Word  of  God  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  the  Netherlands,  as  established 
by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  16I8-19. 

In  particular:  You  are  to  preach  twice  each  Lord's  day;  and  also  to  preach  on 
eyery  Fast-day  and  ThanlEsgiying-day ;  also  on  the  usual  holidays  of  Christmas, 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  a  sermon  shall  be  preached  on  the  second  day,  as  well  as 
on  New  Years  and  Ascension  day.  There  ahall  also  be  a  Proof  or  Preparation  Sermon 
at  the  place  where  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  administered.  This 
Is  to  be  celebrated  four  times  a  year,  with  the  usual  (pre)-yisitatlon  of  communi- 
•cants.  There  is  also  to  be  the  instruction  of  the  congregation  by  catechising— the 
foundation  of  the  pure  Reformed  religion. 

On  our  part,  Rey.  Sir,  we  promise  to  pay  you  the  yearly  salary  of  one  hundred  and 
seyen  pounds,   New  York  money.    N.   B.    This  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seyen 
pounds  Is  to  be  dlyided  among  the  congrregatlons  as  follows  :— 
Flatbush  shall  glye  twenty  nine  pounds. 
BroolEland  shall  glye  twenty  nine  pounds. 
Flatlands  shall  glye  sixteen  pounds  ten  shillings. 
New  Utrecht  shall  giye  sixteen  pounds  ten  shillings. 
Bushwick  shall  glye  sixteen  pounds  ten  shillings. 

1.  Punctually,  each  half  year,  we  will  pay  the  just  one  half  thereof. 

2.  We  also  will  giye  you  a  free  and  suitable  dwelling  In  the  town  of  Flatbush, 
with  an  orchard,  pasture  land  for  one  cow  and  one  horse,  and  other  conyeniences 
belonging  thereto. 

3.  We  also  giye  free  flre-wood,  which  is  to  be  deliyered  at  the  house  of  the  minister. 

4.  It  has  been  heretofore  customary,  when  the  minister  preached  otuside  of  Flat- 
bush, that  he  be  brought  and  taken  back,  and  be  proylded  with  ylctuals,  drink  and 
lodging  at  such  place;  but  this  is  found  to  be  yery  inconyenient  both  for  minister 
and  congregation.  It  is  therefore  determined,  since  you  keep  your  own  horse  and 
carriage,  to  pay  you  yearly  for  their  uae;  but  you  are  to  be  provided  with  room, 
yictuals  and  drink,  gratis. 

We,  the  underwritten,  the  authorised  of  our  congregation,  sign  this  call,  as  our 
own  act,  in  order  to  fulfill  faithfully  all  that  is  stipulated  therein ;  and  our  successors 
shall  do  the  same. 

Gerret  Van  Duyn  Jeremiaa  Van  der  Bilt 

Jan  Oouenhoyen  Cornells  Coerte 

Jac.  Sebrlng  Steyen  Schenk 

WiUem  Van  Nuys  Johannes  Lott 

Rutgert  Van  Brunt  Joost  de  Beyols 

Jan  Lott  Jeremias  Remsen 

Roulof  Yoorhees  Andreas  Stockholm 

Jan  Van  der  Bilt  Daniel  Bodet 

Laurens  Ditmars  Jacobus  Coljer 

Abraham  Bloom  Folkert  Folkertson 

Barent  Andriese  Abrm.  Schenk. 

Thus  done  and  concluded  In  our  presence  on  the  20th  and  25th  of  June  1759. 

Johannes  Ritsema,  V.  D.  M.  In  New  York. 
Ulpianus  Van  Sinderin,  V.  D.  M.  in  Kings  Coanty. 
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AbCHBISHOP  SbOKSR  to  the  RkVEKBKD  D&.  JOHVBON. 

Lunbeth,  July  U,  inH 
Good  Dr.  Johnson 

I  thank  yon  heartily  for  your  two  letters  of  March  M  and  April  IS.  I  hm 
recalred  much  useful  information  from  both  of  them :  especially  from  the  foriMr 
and  longer,  of  which  I  hope  to  have  the  sequel  in  a  little  time.  On  a  Gonfulutki 
amongst  the  Bishops  it  was  agreed,  that  though  establishing  a  Miaaion  at  Ckmbridfi 
might  probably  furnish  a  handle  for  more  than  ordinary  clamour,  yet  the  good  t» 
be  expected  there  ft«m  the  temper  and  prudence  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Apthrope  wis 
likely  to  oyerbalance  that  IncouTenience  considerably ;  and  that  it  would  be  best  1» 
propose  the  matter  in  the  Society,  without  taking  notice  of  its  being  liable  to  air 
peculiar  objections:  which  was  done  accordingly,  and  the  resolutloo  taken  vntil- 
moualy.  Your  riews  in  relation  to  a  successor  are  very  worthy  of  you :  but  I  bope 
many  Years  will  pass,  before  there  be  occasion  to  deliberate  on  that  head.  Prty  will 
it  not  be  proper,  that  I  should  send  orer  a  Proxy,  as  a  Ckywemor  of  the  Csltagt? 
And  will  you  permit  me  to  nominate  you? 

How  the  matter  concerning  Mr.  Beach  hath  been  accommodated,  I  hare  not  hetri: 
but  shall  be  glad  to  hear. 

Nor  have  I  ever  seen  the  Independent  Reflector  or  the  Watch  Tower.  Nor  wiD  it 
be  any  use  to  have  every  number  of  a  periodical  paper  transmitted :  but  oaly  ndh 
as  relate  to  the  concerns  of  the  Church  and  the  Society.  I  have  an  ordiasttoB 
Sermon,  published  by  Mr.  Hobart  in  1747,  and  hia  second  address,  but  not  the  fint 
Just  in  like  manner  I  had  the  Continuation  of  Mr.  Beaches  Vindication,  but  not  tbi 
Vindication  itself,  till  you  lately  sent  It  me:  for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  jtn. 
Dr.  Bearcroft  hath  shown  me  Dr.  Barclays  remarks ;  which  I  like  very  well,  so  fu 
as  they  go.  But  I  hope  a  fuller  answer  to  the  several  reflexions  cast  upon  tbe 
Society  may  be  drawn  up,  of  which  his  remarks  will  make  an  useful  psrt  Tour 
letter  of  last  March  contains  likewise  very  proper  Materials.  I  was  a  very  Tonni; 
Bishop  in  1735 :  and  almost  my  whole  time  was  taken  up  in  the  care  of  St  Jtmef's 
Parish :  by  which  means  it  happened,  that  I  either  did  not  know  anything  of  tbe 
letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  which  you  mention,  or  had  forgotten  it  Bat  I 
shall  now  enquire  for  it  And  whatever  Qod  shall  enable  me  to  do,  or  procure  to  te 
done,  for  the  Service  of  the  Gospel  In  Your  parts,  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to 

Your  loving  brother. 

—Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  vil.  pp.  94.  S86. 

Acts  of  the  Olassis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  from  Jamaica. 

1759,  July  23rd.  Art.  9.  A  certain  letter  from  some  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  Jamaica,  having  been  sent  to  Rev.  Curtenius. 
and  by  him  to  the  Rev.  Classis,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Christian 
Synoil,  has  been  sent  back  to  him,  to  do  with  it  what  he  deems 
best.  xiii.  216. 

Reverend  Dr.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Secker. 

King's  Coll.  New  York 

July  5i.  iTa. 

As  to  the  Clergy  ol  'Stv?  i«%\^ft,  'S^n?  X«t^  «.tid  New  England  they  sre  senertJl; 
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speaking  TirtuoQB  and  faithful  persons:  And  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  them  now, 
suspected  of  any  erroneous  principles.  There  is  but  one  whose  Character  is  excep- 
tionable, I  mean  Mr.  Lyons  of  Brookhaven  on  Long  Island,  under  whose  conduct,  a 
pretty  little  flourishing  Church  is  dwindling,  and  I  fear,  coming  to  nothing;  as  I 
found  having  preached  there  last  Fall.  No  other  vice  indeed,  is  laid  to  his  charge 
but  Covetousness  and  perfunctoriness,  making  only  a  trade  of  the  Gospel,  and  bis 
habit  was  so  scandalously  ragged,  that  it  could  not  fail  of  bringing  both  Clmscif  and 
that  Into  contempt.  I  used  him  very  freely,  and  advised  him  to  get  himself  removed, 
and  enter  upon  a  better  conduct  in  some  new  place ;  but  we  have  heard  nothing  of 
him  since,  only  that  he  continues  ragged  and  despised. 

As  to  learning,  My  Lord,  much  cannot  be  expected  in  such  a  Country  as  this, 
where  they  can  have  so  little  leisure  or  means;  but  Mr.  Chandler  will  be  consider- 
able. I  wish  some  few  had  a  little  more  seal,  tho'  this  is  not  wanting  in  the  gener- 
ality of  them,  and  they  have  divinity  enough  to  render  them  useful  preachers.  Mr. 
Barclay  of  this  Church,  is  a  well  accomplished  divine,  an  excellent  preacher  and  a 
very  prudent  and  laborious  Minister;  I  wish  he  could  have  the  honor  of  a  Doctor's 
degree,  which  he  well  deserves.  Indeed  not  only  the  English  in  this  City,  but  the 
Dutch  Germans  and  French  are  all  very  happy  in  their  Clergy.  Mr.  Wetmore  and 
the  two  Seaburys  in  this  province  and  Messrs.  Winslow.  Dibble  and  Learning  in 
Connecticut,  are  all  very  worthy  men.  Poor  Mr.  Glbbs  is  disabled  in  his  under- 
standing; Mr.  Standard  was  never  agreeable  to  his  people,  so  that  religion  is  almost 
come  to  nothing  under  his  Administration;  but  he  is  quite  superannuated,  and 
intends  to  resign  In  favor  of  Mr.  Greaton,  a  worthy  Youth,  who  will  soon  go  for 
orders,  and  is  greatly  wanted;  the  more  so,  as  Mr.  Stoup  at  New  Rochel,  the  next 
parish.  Is  quite  disabled  with  the  palsy;  which  is  also  the  case  of  good  Dr.  Cutler 
at  Boston,  who  has  been  a  learned  and  very  faithful  Divine.  Mr.  Caner  excels 
there  as  a  preacher,  and  they  have  in  general  a  faithful  Clergy  in  all  those  parts. 

The  next  thing  is  to  give  Your  Grace  an  account  of  those  places  where  Missions 
are  wanted.  And  here,  I  beg  leave  first  to  mention  a  great  part  of  this  province: 
I  mean  all  that  tract  on  the  Bast  side  of  Hudson's  River,  from  West  Chester 
upwards  quite  as  far  as  we  have  any  settlements,  abounding  with  people,  but 
almost  destitute  of  Ministers  of  any  denomination,  except  two  Dutch  and  two  Ger- 
mans, and  many  people  have  almost  lost  all  sense  of  Christianity.— Indeed  in  the 
large  County  of  West  Chester,  there  is  only  good  Mr.  Wetmore  and  two  Dissenting 
Teachers,  that  are  capable  of  duty.— Northward  of  that,  is  Coll.  Philips's  Mannour, 
on  which  are  people  enough  for  a  large  Congregation  without  any  minister  at  alL 
The  Coll.  has  himself  built  a  neat  small  church  and  set  of  a  tract  of  land  for  a 
Glebe,  which  will  be  considerable  In  time,  and  he  and  his  tenants  are  very  desirous 
of  a  Minister,  but  will  need  the  Society's  assistance. 

Next  above  that  is  Dutchess  County,  a  large  tract,  which  Mr.  Seabury  repre- 
sented, where  there  Is  the  greatest  need  of  a  Mission.  Indeed  in  this  with  the  Man- 
nours  and  Frontiers  above,  part  of  the  County  of  Albany  there  is  large  and  labori- 
ous work  for  at  least  two  Missionaries:  And  I  have  two  or  three  hopeful  Candi- 
dates under  my  direction,  and  are  within  a  year  or  two  of  age  for  orders  who  I 
hope  may  be  provided  for  in  these  places.— I  might  add  that  a  new  Mission  is  much 
wanted  at  Huntington  on  Long  Island,  together  with  the  South  side,  a  long  tract, 
where,  except  one  Dissenter,  they  are  wholly  destitute,  so  that  he  must  be  Itiner- 
ant—and I  wish  Taunton  in  Boston  Government  could  t>e  provided  for:  and  three 
are  extremely  wanted  in  Narragansct:  Dr.  Mc  Sparran's  Salary  should  be  divided 
between  Kingston  and  Warwick  and  another  should  be  established  at  Westerly. 

And  lastly.  My  Lord,  as  to  the  Frontiers.— Mr.  Mc  Clennigan  has  left  his  Mission, 
where  one  is  much  wanted  to  succeed  him  who  should  be  a  young  man.  I  wish  he 
does  not  occasion  much  disturbance  at  Philadelphia  whither  he  is  going,  and  they 
are  much  divided  about  him:    I  doubt  he  Is  enthusiastical,  at  least  he  affects  to  «At 
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m  iMrt  like  WhlteAeld.— The  frontier*  of  Boston  and  Hanip«lili«  hare  Dtantti 

Mlnltten.  and  I  belieye  they  have  bat  few  Charch  people. — In  thla  prorioce,  bMlde 

tliat  I  mentioned  laat  aboTe  Datcbcas  Gonnty  belonslns  to  Ailiany.  tbey  an  ^1llU• 

lag  a  Cbarcb  at  Scbenectady  a  fine  Gonnty  town  on  tbo  West  aide  of  tbe  ttm 

abore  Albany,  and  will  toon  want  a  Minister  there  and  tliera  will  be  a  Gena 

Iflnltter  aboTe  that,  and  the  other  Frontiers  are  either  dissenters  Dutch  or  Gc^ 

mans,  which  last  I  belleye  moch  want  Ministers  and  aelHX^s  in  FennsylTanis.  Of 

the  frontiers  farther  Westward  I  can  say  nottiing:  but  the  Colony  of  North  Out- 

llna  doubtless  wants  more  Missionaries.   Thns  my  Lord  I  hare  briefly  sstirered 

yonr  Grace's  inqnlries  as  far  as  I  am  able  for  tbe  present,  and  condnde  with  mj 

hnmblest  thanks  for  Yonr  Grace's  kind  inflnence  in  the  Society's  genenmi  dostdoi 

to  onr  GoUege  and  with  the  greatest  Bsteem  and   Veneration  I  remain.  May  ft 

please  Yonr  Grace,  Yonr  Grace's  most  obliged  moat  dnttfol  and  obedient  hmnblt 

Servant, 

(Signed)  Samnel  Johssoa. 

-Col.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til.  pp.  W.  97.  M. 
1759,  Jnly  SI— Aug.  9.    Synod  of  North  Holland.    Notliing  about  New  York. 


Affaibs  at  Jamaica,  L.  I. 

Copy  of  the  Action  of  the  Coetus,  September,  1759  in  the  affair 

of  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island. 

Worthy  Friends:— 

The  Rev.  Coetus  has  carefully  considered  the  papers  presented  with  tbe  riew 
chiefly : 

1.  To  make  your  consistory  at  Jamaica  legal. 

2.  To  declare,  on  that  account,  the  consistory  chosen  by  Rev.  Ritaema,  illegal,  a» 
well  as  tbe  call,  which  is  extended  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  (Thomaa)  Romeyn. 

Answer  given  in  our  Rct.  Assembly  to  the  first  point:  That  it  can  by  no  nwABS 
meet  your  views  in  this  thing. 

(a)  Because  such  a  thing  must  be  done,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  the  Rct.  Classis. 
by  a  Dei^bborlng  minister,  one  of  the  committee,  or  one  of  the  Coetns.  Not  one  of 
these  touches  the  case  of  Arondeus;  the  first  l>eiDg  proved  by  the  result,  the  second 
appearing  from  the  fact  that  he  was  not  sent  by  It,  (the  committee);  and  the  third 
is,  thus  far,  not  true. 

(b)  Because  it  must  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church.  It  was  not  so  doDf : 
for  the  elder,  Abram  Lott,  did  not  only  not  vote  with  you,  but  l>elng  himself  present 
in  church,  he  protested  against  your  voting. 

And  as  regards  the  second;  that  Is  a  thing  which,  according  to  onr  judgment,  doH 
not  belong  to  us,  becatise  this  matter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Rey.  Classis:  when 
his  Rev.,  no  doubt  is  by  this  time,  and  our  judgment  can  neither  benefit  nor  ham 
him.  Does  the  Rev.  Classis,  now,  require  of  us,  that  we  should  settle  the  dispute, 
if  possible?  well,  then,  brethren,  consider  with  ns,  whether  It  will  not  be  meft 
fitting  to  take  joint  action  with  you,  when  the  judgment  of  the  Rev.  Classis  oo  tk« 
matter  shall  have  become  known  to  both  of  us.  Maybe  all  difllcnltles  will  be  thereby 
at  once  removed,  and  we  and  yon  will  both  be  put  at  ease. 

Whereupon,  the  commissioners  having  come  in,  it  was  agreed  to  let  everythisf 
rest  till  the  time  when  we  shall  have  received  farther  commnnicatioo  from  the  Rev> 
Classis. 
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(On  the  other  tide) 

Wednesday,  Sept.  19,  (1759). 

Afternoon. 

Bey.  de  Ronde  wmt  requested  to  write  a  letter  to  Daniel  Dnrje,  informing  him 
hat  the  first  item,  of  which  a  copy  was  glTen  him,  is  to  be  left  In  the  minntes,  and 
e  is  thns  to  hare  the  liberty  of  handing  In  his  protest  to  the  special  scribe;  and 
teTS.  Frielinghnysen  and  Leydt,  and  elder  Yisscher,  were  requested  to  reply  to  the 
rotest,  and  appeal  in  the  name  of  the  Coetns. 

Chttboh  op  Nbw  York. 

New  York,  Sept  27,  1759. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

Mr.  Abram  Lefferts  presented  to  the  consistory  the  negotia- 
ions  with  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  for  a  portion  of  the  Manor  of  Ford- 
lam,  according  to  the  plan  exhibited  in  the  previous  consistory, 
therein  Mr.  Morris  promised  to  pay  to  the  consistory,  for  the 
ame,  at  the  outside.  Six  Thousand  Pounds,  provided  the  Con- 
istory  will  give  a  warranty  for  the  1200  acres,  more  or  less,  and 
quit  claim  for  the  Governor ;  which  offer  the  Consistory  accepted 
n  condition  that  the  current  year's  rents  for  the  farms  included 
berein  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  church,  and  that  the  £6000. 
hall  be  paid  in  three  equal  sums ;  the  first  on  April  1,  1760 ;  the 
Bcond  April  1,  1761,  and  the  third  April  1,  1762 ;  and  further, 
liat  an  acre  of  ground  with  the  church  standing  thereon,  although 
icluded  in  the  tract  conveyed,  shall  remain  the  property  of  the 
hurch;  as  also  the  piece  of  ground  sold  by  the  church  to  Mr. 
^eter  de  Lancey  which  lies  in  said  tract 

And  that  Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr.,  must  expect  to  pay  the  quit 
ent  for  half  the  Manor  from  the  time  he  obtains  possession. 

And  further  that  he  gives  a  quit  claim  for  the  whole  Manor, 
y  which  the  suits  between  his  father  and  the  church  shall  cease, 
nd  each  party  pay  his  own  costs. 

Abram  Lefferts,  Pieter  Lett,  Theodore  Van  Wyck  and  Dirk 
trinckerhoff  were  appointed  to  consummate  this  agreement  with 
«ewis  Morris,  Jr. 

Thus  done  in  Consistory  chamber  by  unanimous  consent 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Bitzema,  p.  t  President. 
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New  York,  Sept  28, 1759. 

The  committee  brought  in  their  report  concerning  the  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr.  according  to  the  resolution  d 
consistory  yesterday.  The  agreement  was  delivered  in  writing 
and  thereupon  was  signed  and  sealed  with  the  church's  seal  on  its 
behalf;  and  by  Mr.  Morris  on  his  behalf.  But  then  ead 
party  retained  its  own,  until  such  time  as  the  writings  shall  be 

completed  and  delivered. 

Signed  in  name  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

COBRESPONDENCE  IN  AmEBICA. 

Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  of  Albany  to  his  wife,  October  5, 
1759,  just  before  embarking  for  Amsterdam  on  his  Mission 
respecting  an  American  College.     [See  May  27-30, 1755.] 

My  Dear:— 

I  have  done  the  utmost  of  my  endeavors  to  get  a  copy  out  of  the  wUl  of  Capttia 
Lancaster  Symes,  Senior,  bat  I  cannot  accomplish  It  so  that  at  present  I  caa  ban 
DO  advice  in  that  aflTalr,  and  it  most  rest  there  for  this  time.  The  wrIUngi  tint 
have  been  made  between  us  are  in  the  oflBce  to  be  recorded. 

And  now,  my  dear.  1  must  tell  yon,  Providence  hath  so  ordered  that  I  have  i  good 
opportunity  to  perform  the  promise  I  have  made  to  God  and  His  Church  to  go  tft 
Europe  on  an  important  affair,  which  the  Lord  hath  put  in  my  heart.  Here  is  one 
Captain  Spin,  who  goes  In  a  vessel,  that  cannot  be  taken  by  the  French,  directly 
for  Amsterdam;  he  seems  to  be  a  good  honest  sort  of  a  man,  and  the  ahip  is  a  flat 
one. 

The  great  hardship  I  labor  under  Is  that  I  am  afraid  this  wUl  glre  yoa  toae 
trouble  at  first,  but,  my  dear,  comfort  your  self  with  these  reasona: 

1.  That  I  have  promised  it  before  God  and  His  Church  and  that  I  cannot  be  an 
honest  man  unless  I  endeavor  to  perform  it. 

2.  That  I  hope  the  seas  will  restore  me  to  my  health,  which,  yon  know,  is  mack 
impaired  by  application  to  study. 

3.  That  I  can  never  have  a  better  opportunity  than  the  present. 

4.  That  I  have  taken  care  that  you  are  well  provided  for. 

5.  That  I  hope  to  see  you  again  in  good  health,  when  I  shall  be  free  of  that  besTi' 
ness  and  pensiveness  that  you  have  seen  me  under,  which  arose  from  cheeks  of 
conscience  that  I  opened  my  mouth  to  God  and  had  not  performed  It. 

6.  You  know  you  promised  me.  before  we  married,  that  yon  wonld  not  be  agtiitft 
me  in  this  affair,  when  it  should  be  necessary  that  I  executed  It. 

And,  therefore,  my  dear,  think  not  that  I  am  wanting  In  my  lore  to  yoo.  It  ii 
very  hard  for  me  to  be  so  long  absent  from  you.  But  yon  know.  If  I  should  be 
unfaithful  In  what  I  have  undertaken.  It  might  be  of  very  bad  consequence.  Beaidca 
I  hope  it  will  be  for  the  best  and  for  our  good.  I  hope  tliat  yon  will  be  easr  uA 
contented  and  stay  with  our  good  old  uncle  until  I  return,  please  €k>d.  When  I  kft 
Albany  I  did  not  know  there  would  be  so  good  an  opportunity,  and  besides.  If  I  kid 
spoken  of  it,  I  know  that  I  should  have  been  hindered  as  I  was  lieietofore.  Ul 
do  but  hear,  bereattet,  IbaV.  yoM  «ix«  «%si  \\.  "wVX  'm»!cj^  t&ft  perfectly  easf,  i*' 
although  at  ftrmt,  yon  may  lYiVoV  Xx^t^l  ol  VX.,  \\«»t%  ^>J\  v«^^a.\nl  ^xsBMb<%.>&aHt'^a^.Ti^ 
Bliall  aee  the  good  ol  Vt,    An  io\i  v^^^^  «^  YixwXiwA  -wX^k  ^KwaNsk  \^%  \mx  5».^^fc\««v 
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to  undertake  difficult  things,  pray  let  him  hare  the  satisfaction  that  he  hath  a  wife 

that  wants  no  resointlon  to  share  her  part  therein.    And,  oh  my  dear,  seek  and  lore 

the  Lord,  seek  to  obtain  his  favor  and  it  shall  be  well  with  yon.    And  may  the 

Almighty  Gk>d  bless  yon  and  grant  that  we  may.  In  His  proper  time,  meet  again 

irith  Joy.    Kiss  for  me  my  babe,  give  my  lore  to  onr  good  old  uncle,  to  Jacob,  and 

to  all  other  friends  and  acquaintances  tliat  shall  ask  after  me,  and  I  remain  your 

OTing  husband, 

Theodoms  Freelinghous 
JJew  York.  Oct.  5.  1759. 

P.  S.  Since  I  was  in  New  York  I  have  received  tidings  of  my  old  father.  Schey- 
enburgh,  who  regards  me  as  his  son,  and  I  want  to  see  him  before  he  dies.  I  hope 
ikewise  to  inquire  how  it  is  with  the  Lydiuses,  In  Holland. 

I  send  you  a  little  trunk  with  papera  of  consequence;  the  key  is  in  this  letter. 
[  give  you  a  power  of  attorney  over  my  whole  estate  and  make  over  to  you  the 

noney  that  Fisher  and  Dirk  Brinkerhof  have  in  hands  of  me  to  put  out  at 

nterest 

The  Lord  be  with  you.  my  dear,  and  bless  you.  Write  me  by  Gaptaln  Mussart, 
vho  is  to  sail  in  about  three  weeks  time  to  Amsterdam.  Be  well  contented  and  let 
»ur  dear  babe  be  a  comfort  to  you  and  Qod  blcM  it 

Noie,^The  superscription  of  the  above  letter  is  as  follows,  vis.:    "To  Miss  Elisa- 
beth Freellnghous,  in  Albany,  with  a  small  trunk.*' 
^er  Captain  Bensselaar. 

[See  Corwin's  Manual,  4th  ed.  IdOl.  pp.  470-47S.] 


M!rs.  Grant's  Account  of  the  Circumstances  under  which 
Rev.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  usft  Albany,  1759. 

A  regiment  came  to  town  (Albany)  about  this  time,  the  superior  officers  of  which 
vere  younger,  more  gay,  and  less  amenable  to  good  counsel  than  those  who  used  to 
ommand  the  troops,  which  had  formerly  been  placed  on  this  station.  They  paid 
heir  visits  at  the  Flats.*  and  were  received;  but  not  as  usual,  cordially;  neither 
heir  mannera  nor  morals  being  calculated  for  their  meridian.  Part  of  the  Royal 
Americans,  or  independent  companies,  had  at  this  time  possession  of  the  fort;  some 
»f  these  had  families:  and  they  were  in  general  persons  of  decent  morals,  and  a 
Qoderate  and  judicious  way  of  thinking,  who,  though  they  did  not  court  the  society 
ft  tlie  natives,  expressed  no  contempt  for  their  mannera  or  opinions.  The  regiment 
:  speak  of,  on  the  contrary  turned  those  plain  burghera  into  the  highest  ridicule, 
let  used  every  artifice  to  get  acquainted  with  them.  They  wished  in  short  to  act 
he  part  of  very  flue  gentlemen;  and  the  gay  and  superficial  in  those  days  were  but 
oo  apt  to  take  for  their  model  the  fine  gentleman  of  the  detestable  old  comedies. 

These  dangerously  accomplished  heroes  made  their  appearance  at  a  time  when 

he  English  language  began  to  be  more  generally  underatood;  and  when  the  preten- 
lons  of  the  merchants,  commissaries,  etc.,  to  the  stations  they  occupied  were  no 
>nser  dubious.  Those  polished  strangera  now  began  to  make  a  part  of  general 
oclety.  At  this  crisis  It  was  that  It  was  found  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
lllets.  The  superior  offlcen  had  generally  been  either  received  at  the  Flats,  or 
ccommodated  in  a  large  bouse  which  the  Colonel  had  in  town.  The  manner  in 
rhlch  the  hospitality  of  that  family  was  exercised,  the  selection  which  they  made 
p  such  as  were  fitted  to  associate  with  the  young  persons  who  dwelt  under  their 
rotection,  always  gave  a  kind  of  tone  to  society,  and  held  out  a  light  to  othera. 
Madame  Schuyler's  sister  was  married  to  the  respectable  and  intelligent  magis- 
«te,t  who  administered  Justice  not  only  to  the  town,  but  to  the  whole  neighbor- 
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liood.  In  their  bouse,  also,  such  of  the  military  were  receiT«.4  and  eatertained,  n 
had  the  sanction  of  her  sister's  approbation.  Thia  jodlcloiis  and  equitable  peaoi. 
who  in  the  course  of  trading  in  early  life  upon  the  lakes,  had  undergone  auy  «f 
the  hardships,  and  even  dangers,  which  awaited  the  military  In  that  peiflovtpit& 
of  duty,  knew  well  what  they  had  to  encounter  In  the  defence  of  a  suriy  sad  ictf- 
rlghted  race,  who  were  little  inclined  to  show  them  common  indulgence:  far  k« 
gratitude.  He  judged  equitably  between  both  parties;  and  while  with  the  nut 
patriotic  steadiness  he  reeisted  every  attempt  of  the  military  to  aelae  anjtidir 
with  a  high  hand,  he  set  the  example  himself,  and  ufred  every  art  of  penoasiOB  ta 
induce  his  countrymen  to  every  concession  that  could  conduce  to  the  ease  aad  t^ 
fort  of  their  protectors.  So  far  at  length  he  succeeded,  that  when  the  rpgineat  ti 
which  I  allude  arrived  In  town,  and  showed  In  general  an  amiable  and  obUsiBf  •»• 
position,  they  were  quartered  In  different  house«;  the  superior  officers  being  Mfri 
willingly  by  the  moAt  respectable  of  the  Inhabitants,  auch  as  not  havlDK  hifi^ 
families,  had  room  to  accommodate  them.  The  Colonel  and  Madame  happened,  at 
the  time  of  these  arrangemt^nts.  to  be  at  New  York. 

In  the  meanwhile  society  began  to  assume  a  new  aspect:  of  the  satellites.  vUrl 
on  various  pretexts,  official  and  commercial,  had  followed  the  army;  Bevenl  M 
families,  and  tboiM^  began  to  mingle  more  frequently  with  the  inhabitants,  who  v«ft 
as  yet  too  simple  to  detect  the  surreptitious  tone  of  lax  morals  and  secoad-kasM 
manners,  which  prevailed  among  many  of  those  who  had  but  very  lately  cUbM 
up  to  the  stations  they  held,  and  in  whose  houses  the  European  modes  aad  Unf- 
sions  were  to  be  met  with;  these  were  not  In  the  best  style,  yet  even  In  that  itjir 
they  l>egan  to  be  relished  by  some  young  persons,  with  whom  the  power  of  mmStj 
prevailed  over  that  of  habit;  and  In  a  few  rare  Instances,  the  influence  of  the  jinbc 
drew  the  old  Into  a  faint  consent  to  those  attempted  Innovations;  but  with  MOl 
the  resistance  was  not  to  be  overcome. 

In  this  state  of  mutters,  one  guardian  genius  watched  over  the  commnnltj  viA 
unremitting  vigilance.  From  the  original  {settlement  of  the  place  there  had  beei  i 
succession  of  good  quiet  clergymen,  who  came  from  Holland  to  take  the  comsaii 
of  this  expatriated  colony.  These  good  men  found  an  easy  charge,  among  a  petyle 
with  whom  the  external  duties  of  religion  were  settled  habits,  which  no  one  thoafkt 
of  dispensing  with:  and  where  the  primitive  Htate  of  manners,  and  the  coastnt 
o<Tupation  of  the  mind  in  planting  and  defending  a  territory  where  every  tWaf 
was.  as  It  were,  to  be  new  created,  was  a  preservation  to  the  morals.  Refi^ 
being  never  brandinl  with  the  reproach  of  Imputed  hypocrisy,  or  darkened  by  tk 
frown  of  oustere  bigotry,  was  venerated  even  by  those  who  were  content  to  jdlif 
thoughtless  down  the  stream  of  time,  without  seriously  considering  whither  It  «>■ 
conveying  them,  till  sorrow  or  sickness  reminded  them  of  the  great  puipoie  •* 
which  they  were  Indulged  with  the  privilege  of  existence. 

The  domines.  as  these  people  <'alled  their  ministers,  contented  themselves  wltl 
preaching  in  a  solier  nnd  moderate  Htrain  to  the  p(H>ple;  and  living  quietly  in  tk 
retirement  of  their  families,  were  little  heard  of  but  In  the  pulpit;  and  they  sttmii 
to  consider  a  studious  privacy  as  one  of  their  chief  duties.  D4»mine  Frelluxhuywt 
however,  was  not  contented  with  this  quietude,  which  he  seemed  to  consider  al 
tending  to  languish  Into  Indifference.  Ardent  In  his  disposition,  eloquent  in  ^ 
preaching,  animated  and  zealous  in  his  conversation,  and  frank  and  popnlar  In  Uf 
manneni,  he  thought  it  blH  duty  to  awaken  In  every  bren.nt  that  slumbering  ^pW 
of  devotion,  which  he  considered  as  lulltKl  by  s«K*iirlty,  or  droofdng  In  the  mfridlii 
of  prosperity.  like  tender  plants  in  the  bluxe  of  sunshine.  These  he  endeavvmred  P» 
refresh  by  dally  exhortation,  as  well  as  by  the  exercise  of  his  public  duties.  Tboil^ 
rigid  in  some  of  his  notions,  his  life  was  spotless,  and  his  concern  for  Ua  pf^ 
warm  and  affectionate:  hfs  endeavors  to  amend  and  Inspire  them  with  Ittpfl^ 
desires  and  aims,  were  considered  as  the  labor  of  love,  and  rewarded  by  the 
affection,  and  the  mo%X  v^^^^^^  \«^eratlon;  and  what  to  bim  was  of  mwA 
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grrowlns  solicitude  for  the  attainment  of  that  higher  order  of  excellence 
N&B  his  delight  to  point  out  to  them.  But  while  he  thus  Incessantlj 
[>  brighter  worlds,  and  led  the  way,"  he  might  perhaps  insensibly  hSTe 
I  taste  of  dominion,  which  might  make  him  unwilling  to  part  with  any 

that  most  degirable  Rpecies  of  power,  which  subjects  to  us,  not  human 

ily,  but  the  will  which  directs  them. » 

^ress  which  this  regiment  made  in  the  good  graces  of  his  flock,  and  the 
i8lmllatlon  to  English  manners  of  a  very  Inferior  standard,  alarmed  and 
le  good  man  not  a  little;  and  the  intelligence  he  received  from  some  of 

of  his  church,  who  had  the  honor  of  lodging  the  more  dissipated  snbal- 

not  administer  much  comfort  to  him.    By  this  time  the  Anglomania  was 
to  spread.    A  sect  arose  among  the  young  people,  who  seemed  resolved  to 

lighter  style  of  dress  and  manners,  and  to  borrow  their  taste  In  those 
rom  their  new  friends.  This  bade  fair  soon  to  undo  all  the  good  pastor's 
he  evil  was  daily  growing;  and  what,  alas,  could  Domine  Frellnghnysen 
each!  This  he  did  earnestly,  and  even  angrily,  but  in  vain.  Many  were 
Ml  but  none  reclaimed, 
d  Domine,  however,  had  those  who  shared  his  sorrows  and  resentments; 

nud  wiser  heads  of  families,  indeed  a  great  majority  of  the  primitive 
ts.  were  stedfast  against  innovation.  The  colonel  of  the  regiment,  who 
n  of  fashion  and  family,  and  possessed  talents  for  both  good  and  evil  pur- 
8  young  and  gay;  and  being  lodged  in  the  l^ouse  of  a  very  wealthy  dtiien, 
before.  In  some  degree,  affected  the  newer  modes  of  living,  so  captivated 
his  good  breeding  and  affability,  that  he  was  ready  to  humour  any  scheme 
on  which  the  colonel  and  his  associates  proposed.  Under  the  auspices  of 
nt  commander,  balls  began  to  be  concerted,  and  a  degree  of  flutter  and 
:o  take  place,  which  was  as  far  from  elegance  as  It  was  from  the  honest, 
("erfulnese  of  the  meetings  usual  among  them.  The  good  domine  more  and 
-mod.  not  content  with  preaching,  now  began  to  prophesy:  Rut  like  Cas- 
r  to  speak  as  justly,  though  less  poetically,  like  his  whole  fraternity,  was 
Iwaye  to  deliver  true  predictions  to  those  who  never  heeded  them. 
*  very  ultimatum  of  degeneracy,  in  the  opinion  of  these  simple  good  people, 
caching;  for  now  the  officers,  encouraged  by  the  success  of  all  their  former 
for  amusements  resolved  to  new  fashion  and  enlighten  tho0e  amiable 
rhom  their  former  schemes  had  attracted  within  the  sphere  of  their  infln- 
I  for  this  purpose,  a  private  theatre  was  fitted  up,  and  preparations  made 
?  a  play;  except  the  Schuylers  and  their  adopted  family,  there  was  not 
>ne  of  the  natives  who  understood  what  was  meant  by  a  play.    And  by  fEls 

town,  once  so  closely  unlte<l  by  intermarriages  and  numberless  other  ties, 
lid  not  exist  in  any  other  state  of  sa<*lety,  wen*  dlvidt^l  Into  two  factions; 
sting  almost  entirely  of  such  of  the  younger  class,  as  having  a  smattering 
Tork  education,  and  a  little  more  of  dress  and  vivacity,  or  perhaps  levity, 
rest,  were  eager  to  mingle  in  the  society,  and  adopt  the  manner  of  those 

ut  just,  however,  to  add,  that  only  a  few  of  the  more  estimable  were 
in  this  number;  these,  however,  they  might  have  been  captivated  with 
md  plausibility,  were  too  much  attached  to  their  older  relations  to  give 
n.  by  an  intimacy  with  people  to  whom  an  impious  neglect  of  duties  the 
red  was  generally  imputed,  and  whose  manner  of  treating  their  inferiors, 
Istance  from  the  control  of  higher  powers,  was  often  such  as  to  justify  the 
>n  of  cruelty,  which  the  severity  of  military  punishments  had  given  rise 
play,  however,  was  acted  in  a  bam,  and  pretty  well  attended,  notwlth- 
tbe  good  domine's  earnest  charges  to  the  contrary.  It  was  the  Beaux 
d:  no  favorable  specimen  of  the  delicacy  or  morality  of  th«  British  theatre; 
T  the  wit  It  contains,  very  little  of  that  was  lerel  to  th«  eoBu^T«t^«MX<»&  t^t 
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the  norices  who  were  there  flnt  Initiated  Into  a  knowledse  of  the  masic  of  tfce 
eoene.  yet  they  "Unghed  consnmedly,**  ae  Scrob  says,  and  actoallj  did  ao.  **b««iiitt 
they  were  talking  of  him.*'    They  laughed  at  Scrob's  sectnrea  and  appeanaee.  aW 
they  laughed  very  heartily  at  aeelng  the  gay  yoong  enal^na,  whom  they  had  bfci 
need  to  dance  with,  flirting  ftina,  diaplaying  great  hoops,  and  with  painted  chccti 
and  colored  eye-brows,  laillng  about  In  female  habiliments.    This  was  a  jest  ptJ- 
pable  and  lOTel  to  erery  undentanding;  and  it  was  not  only  an  exoeilent  good  oae; 
but  lasted  a  long  while;  for  OTery  time  they  looked  at  them  when  restored  to  tWr 
own  habits,  they  laughed  anew  at  the  recollection  of  their  late  masqoerade. 

The  fame  of  these  exhibitions  went  abroad,  and  opinions  were  fbrmed  of  ttas 
no  way  favorable  to  the  actors  or  to  the  audience.    In  this  region  of  reality,  vfeot 
rigid  truth  was  always  undisguised,  they  had  not  learned  to  dlsttngvish  betvMi 
Action  and  falsehood.    It  was  said  that  the  officers  flamlllar  with  ereiy  rite  ai 
OTery  disguise,  had  not  only  spent  a  whole  night  In  telling  lies  in  a  ooontecftlM 
place,  the  reality  of  which  had  neyer  existed,  but  that  they  were  themsehrfc  a  Bi^ 
and  had  degraded  manhood,  and  broke  through  an  express  prohibition  in  sritpcmi 
by  assuming  female  habits;  that  they  had  not  only  told  lies,  but  cnrsed  and  iviit 
the  whole  night,  and  assumed  the  character  of  knares,  fools,  and  robben,  wfefel 
eyery  good  and  wise  man  held  In  detestation,  and  no  one  would  put  on  unlMi  tkf 
felt  themselTes  easy  In  them.    Painting  their  faces,  of  all  other  things,  mmd 
most  to  violate  the  Albanian  Ideas  of  decorum,  and  was  looked  upon  as  the  not 
flagrant  abomination.    Great  and  loud  was  the  outcry  produced  by  It 

Little  skilled  In  sophistry,  and  strangers  to  all  the  arts  "thst  make  the  voai 
appear  the  better  reason,"  the  young  auditors  could  only  say  **  that  Indeed  It  s« 
very  amusing;  made  them  laugh  heartily,  and  did  harm  to  nobody.**  So  hansVi 
Indeed,  and  agreeable  did  this  entertainment  appear  to  the  new  converts  of  faahka, 
that  the  ReorultlnK  Officer  was  given  out  for  another  night,  to  the  great  annoyaBet  I 
of  Mr.  Frelinghuyaen.  who  Invoked  heaven  and  earth  to  witness  and  avenge  thk  ! 
contempt,  not  only  of  his  authority,  but,  as  he  expressed  it.  of  the  source  fns 
whence  it  was  derived.  Such  has  been  the  sancity  of  this  good  man's  life,  and  tte 
laborious  diligence  and  awful  earnestness  with  which  be  inculcated  the  doctrisce  he 
taught,  that  they  had  produced  a  correspondent  effect,  for  the  most  part,  on  tie 
lives  of  his  bearers,  and  led  them  to  regard  him  as  the  next  thing  to  an  evanseOit; 
accustomed  to  success  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  to  "honor,  love,  obedieeee. 
troops  of  friends,"  and  all  that  gratitude  and  veneration  can  offer  to  Its  most  ^ 
tlngulshed  object,  this  rebellion  against  his  authority  and  contempt  of  his  opialeB, 
(once  the  standard  by  which  every  one's  judgement  was  regulated),  wounded  Us 
very  deeply. 

The  abhorrence  with  which  he  inspired  the  parents  of  the  transgressors,  amoBf 
whom  were  many  young  men  of  spirit  and  Intelligence,  was  the  occasion  of  eoisf 
family  disagreements,  n  thing  formerly  scarcely  known.  Those  young  people^  !«»• 
tomed  to  regard  thdr  parents  with  implicit  reverence,  were  onwilllng  to  impotelt 
them  unqoalifiod  harshnesH.  and  therefore  removed  the  blame  of  a  condnct  w 
unusual  to  their  spiritual  guide;  "and  while  he  thought,  good  easy  man.  full  sueb 
his  greatness  was  a  ripening,  nipt  his  root."  Early  one  Monday  morning,  after  tte 
domine  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  been  peculiarly  eloquent  on  the  subject  of  the- 
atrical amusements,  and  pernicious  innovations,  some  unknown  person  left  vlttt 
his  door  a  club,  a  pair  of  old  shoes,  a  crust  of  black  bread,  and  a  dollar.  Tht 
worthy  pastor  was  puzzled  to  think  what  this  could  mean :  but  had  it  too  9¥M 
explained  to  him.  It  was  an  emblematic  message,  to  signify  the  desire  eotertatied 
of  his  departure.    The  stick  was  to  push  him  away,  the  shoes  to  wear  on  the  roei 

and  the  bread  and  money  a  provision  for  his  Journey Too  coosclous,  ind  tie 

fond  of  popularity,  the  pastor  languished  under  a  sense  of  Imaginary  degrtdatiea 
grew  Jealous,  and  thought  every  one  alienated  from  him,  because  a  few  giddy  yovf 
people  were  stVmuVale^  \>y  moTDftii\%.TS  T«««(i\xcATiu  to  express  dlsappiobstks  li  tUi 
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rmgne  and  dubious  manner.  Thai  Insensibly,  do  Tanlty  and  self-opinion  mingle 
irith  our  highest  duties.  Had  the  domine,  satisfied  with  the  testimony  of  a  good 
conscience,  gone  on  In  the  exercise  of  his  duty,  and  been  above  allowing  little  per- 
KNial  resentments  to  mingle  with  his  zeal  for  what  he  thought  right,  he  might  hare 
felt  himself  far  above  an  insult  of  this  kind;  but  he  found  to  his  cost,  that  "a  habl- 
ation  giddy  and  unsure  hath  he  that  bulldeth  on  the  fickle  heart'*  of  the  unsteady. 
raTerlng  multitude. 

Madame  now  returned  to  town  with  the  Colonel;  and  finding  this  general  discord 
jid  division  of  sentiments  with  regard  to  the  pastor,  as  well  as  to  the  adoption  of 
lew  modes,  endeavored,  with  her  usual  good  sense,  to  moderate  and  heal.  She  was 
iways  of  opinion  that  the  Increase  of  wealth  should  be  accompanied  with  a  propor- 
lonate  progress  in  refinement  and  intelligence,  but  she  had  a  particular  dislike  to 
•eople's  forsaking  a  respectable  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  for  mere  imperfect 

tnltatlon  and  inelegant  finery Liberal  and  Judicious  in  her  views,  she  did  not 

Jtogether  approve  the  austerity  of  the  domlne's  opinions,  nor  the  vehemence  of  his 
fcnguage;  and  as  a  Christian,  she  still  less  approved  his  dejection  and  concern  at 
he  neglect  or  rudeness  of  a  few  thoughtless  young  persons.  In  vain  the  Colonel 
nd  Madame  soothed  and  cheered  him  with  counsel  and  kindness;  night  and  day  he 
lused  on  the  Imagined  insult;  nor  could  the  Joint  efforts  of  the  most  respectable 
Qhabitants  prevent  his  heart  from  being  corroded  with  the  sence  of  Imagined 
tnkindnees.  At  length  he  took  the  resolution  of  leaving  those  people  so  dear  to 
im,  to  visit  his  friends  in  Holland,  promising  to  return  in  a  short  time,  whenever 
is  health  was  restored,  and  his  spirits  more  composed.  A  Dutch  ship  happened 
bout  this  time  to  touch  at  New  York,  on  board  of  which  the  domine  embarked; 
ut  as  the  vessel  belonging  to  Holland  was  not  expected  to  return,  and  he  did  not, 
0  he  had  promised,  either  write  or  return  in  an  English  ship,  his  congregation 
emalned  for  a  great  while  unsupplled,  while  his  silence  gave  room  for  the  most 
nxious  and  painful  conjectures;  these  were  not  soon  removed,  for  the  intercourse 
rith  Holland  was  not  frequent  or  direct.  At  length,  however,  the  sad  reality  was 
ut  too  well  ascertained.  This  victim  of  lost  popularity  had  appeared  silent  and 
lelancholy  to  his  shipmates,  and  walked  constantly  on  deck.  At  length  he  suddenly 
isappeared,  leaving  it  doubtful  whether  he  had  fallen  overboard  by  accident,  or 
'as  prompted  by  despair  to  plunge  into  eternity. 

If  this  latter  was  the  case,  it  must  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  temporary  fit 
P  insanity;  for  no  man  had  led  a  more  spotless  life,  and  no  man  was  more  beloved 
y  all  that  were  Intimately  known  to  him.  He  was,  indeed,  before  the  fatal  affront, 
hich  made  such  an  undue  impression  on  him,  considered  as  a  blessing  to  the  place; 
ad  his  memory  was  so  beloved,  and  his  fate  so  regretted,  that  this,  in  addition  to 
>me  other  occurrences  falling  out  about  the  same  time,  entirely  turned  the  tide 
r  opinion,  and  rendered  the  thinking  as  well  as  the  violent  party,  more  averse  to 

inovations  than  ever Had  the  Albanians  been  Catholics,  they  would  probably 

ave  canonised  Mr.  Frellnghuysen,  whom  they  considered  as  a  martyr  to  levity  and 
tnovatlon.  He  prophesied  a  great  deal;  such  prophecy  as  ardent  and  comprehen- 
ve  minds  have  delivered,  without  any  other  inspiration  but  that  of  the  sound, 
;rong  Intellect,  which  augurs  the  future  from  the  comparison  with  the  past,  and  a 
itional  deduction  of  probable  consequences.  The  affection  that  was  entertained 
>r  his  memory,  Induced  people  to  listen  to  the  most  romantic  stories  of  his  being 
nded  on  an  island,  and  becoming  a  hermit;  taken  up  into  a  ship  wheh  floating  on 
le  sea,  into  which  he  had  accidentally  fallen,  and  carried  to  some  remote  country, 
om  which  he  was  expected  to  return,  fraught  with  experience  and  faith.  I  remem- 
ir  some  of  my  earliest  reveries  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  mysterious  dis* 
»pea ranee  of  this  hard-fated  pastor. 

A  rumor,  not  well  authenticated,  was  common  among  the  people,  that  he 
abarked,,on  his  return,  in  the  same  vessel  with  the  person  appointed  to  supersede 
m.  and  when  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  very  00011  disappeared,  and  was 
pposed  to  have  thrown  himself  into  the  sea. 
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See  Mrs.  Grant's  (Anne  McVicar's)  Memoirs  of  an  ▲merioan  Ladr.  with  SkPttta 
of  Manners  and  Scenery  in  America  before  the  ReToIntlon.  Pages  Ii2-lfiL  Net 
York,  184€.    An  edition  had  been  published  preylously  In  Lioodon. 

[See  Action  of  July  29.  1760,  about  Frelinghnjseo'e  request  to  the  Srood.  Mo. 
Grant  had  not  the  sllf^htest  knowledge  of  Ills  great  Q06rts  to  secure  the  lad^ 
pendence  of  the  Charch  in  America,  which  were  the  matters  which  weighed  cUelf 
on  his  mind.] 

Correspondence  from  America. 

The  Coetus  of  New  York,  per  Eev.  John  Leydt,  President,  to  the 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Oct.  8,  1759. 

Portfolio,  "  New  York ",  Vol.  ii.     Also  in  Vol.  33,  p.  14. 

No.  292. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Very  Rer.  Sirs  and  Brethren  :— 

We,  the  undersigned,  hare  been  charged  to  write  to  yoor  ReTS.,  in  the  dim  uA 
by  the  authority  of  the  Rct.  Coetus  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  It  is  oar  dotat 
to  enjoy  and  to  keep  up  the  usual  correspondence  In  all  re^Mcts,  conformably  to  tk 
Constitution  of  our  Confession,  and  the  liberty  and  profit  of  our  chordies.  And  se 
hereby  hope  to  discharge  our  duty. 

As  our  Coetus- Assembly  is  still  In  session,  and  whose  acta  are  not  wltboot  ffd 
results,  we  have  now  to  Inform  you,  that  the  candidate,  Jacobu*  Van  Nest  appoiittd 
last  year,  and  mentioned  in  our  letter  written  at  that  time,  has  now,  upon  recetriif 
a  call  from  Poughkeepsie  and  Flshklll,  been  finally  examined  and  is  about  to  be 
ordained  there.    May  the  Ix>rd  be  with  him  to  the  welfare  of  the  churches ! 

It  Is  with  gratitude  that  we  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  if 
North  Tlolland,  dated  Aug.  4,  1757 ;  also  a  letter  from  your  Revs.,  dated  Sltrdi  li 
1768.  But  we  cannot  learn  therefrom  whether  or  not  our  writing  of  Oct  Tth,iestli 
the  year  17M,  reached  its  destination.  We  then  wrote  to  the  Classis  and  the  Syirf 
in  full,  as  we  had  decided  not  to  send  a  person  to  appear  as  our  delegate  before  thi 
Classis  and  the  Synod,  on  the  subject  formerly  mentioned. 

We  find  In  the  recorded  Acts  of  the  Synod  two  letters^  both  of  which  refer  t»  tie 
same  subject,  which  Is  this :  that  the  Synod  would  transmit  to  the  mlnlften  d 
New  York  authority  to  examine  and  promote  Adrianus  Van  der  Swan.  Visitor  of  tke 
Sick  at  New  York.  The  first  letter  Is  dated  Not.  20,  1756,  written  by  the  elden  ai 
deacons  in  the  Woods,  at  Saugertles  (in  't  Bosch,  't  Sagertyes)— they  hSTing  ciUc^ 
him  to  be  their  minister.  The  second  letter  is  from  Rev.  John  Rltsema,  minister  it 
New  York,  under  date  of  Dec.  6,  1756,  and  Is  meant  to  strengthen  the  said  reqtKrt- 
Several  reasons  are  given  to  that  end.  This  matter  is  referred  back  to  the  Itef. 
Classis  of  Amsterdam,  to  act  thereon  according  to  circumstances.  According  to  f^ 
Revs.  letter,  the  matter  is  set  aside,  for  fear  of  the  consequences. 

On  this  we  have  to  observe  as  follows :  First,  that  heretofore  the  said  Via  dtf 
Swan  addressed  himself  to  our  Coetus,  to  obtain  promotion  by  our  authority,  if  ^ 
were  willing  to  give  it  to  him.  For  certain  reasons,  his  request  was  refused  Se^ 
ondly,  as  his  request  was  never  encouraged  by  our  Coetua,  so  the  matter  of  ctUiV 
him  never  came  to  our  table,  not  even  when  promotion  waa  asked  for;  tad  *• 
objected  because  no  church  had  desired  him,  etc. 

At  this  point  we  feel  ourselves  bound  also  to  mention  that  the  above  named  eMsi 
jmd  deacous  declare  thnt  they  do  not  know  Van  der  Swan,  much  less  hare  tb^  ^ 
it  in  mind  to  caW  YiVm.  Wfe,  \.w>^  ^^\m«%  \\i«.t  he  does  not  know  that  pl««»  ^' 
nor  does  he  know  ol  auc^x  «l  ca\\,  not  t&%X%  t^^wx  \«t  vt^»^^\2i!Qi«.\&.TftlatlsB  l» 
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Rev.  John  Ritzema  also  declares  that  he  does  not  remember  ever  to  have  written 
such  a  letter,  urging  such  a  request.  It  Is  plain,  therefore,  that  there  iurka  deceit 
•omewhere.  We  leave  it  to  your  Kevs.  to  ccnimunicate  this  to  the  Very  Rev.  Synod. 
It  Is  clearly  necessary  to  do  this,  in  order  to  follow  strictly  the  action  taken  by  the 
Rey.  Classis.  namely,  to  accept  nothing  save  what  has  come  before  the  Rev.  ('oetus. 

For  the  rest,  we  rejoice  at  your  offer  of  rendering  our  churches  every  possible  ser- 
Tice :  and  we  wish  your  Revs..  Heaven's  precious  blessings  of  light  and  grace. 

We  sign  ourselves,  very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren, 
Your  Revs,  obedient  servants  and  brethren. 

In  the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  of  New  York. 

Deputati  ad  banc  causam  :  John  Leydt,  V.  D.  M.  President. 

Jacob  R.  Hardenberg,  V.  D.  M.  Raritaa. 

Uendrik  Visscher,  Elder. 
Xtarltan.  Oct.  8,  ITM. 

ItEsv.  Samuel  Seabury  to  the  Society  for  the  Propaoation" 

OF  THE  Gospel. 

Jamaica,  October  10th.  1758. 
Severend  Sir : 

I  heartily  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  the  honoured  Society  an  account  of  my 
•access  In  this  Mission  answerable  to  their  pious  care  &  expense,  I  have  indeed 
iMtptlzed  within  the  last  half  year  One  White  &  One  Negro  Adult  fifteen  White  & 
three  Negro  Infants  but  have  gained  no  new  (romniunieants— Preaching  onre  iu  three 
weeks  at  a  place  I  find  by  experience  will  do  little  more  than  keep  up  the  present 
languid  sense  of  religion  and  was  it  not  for  the  steady  tho'  slow  increase  of  the 
Congregation  at  Newtown  I  should  be  almost  discouraged. 

Flushing  in  the  last  generation  the  ground  seat  of  Quakerism  is  in  this  the  seat  of 
Infidelity;  a  transition  how  natural. 

Bred  up  in  an  entire  neglect  of  all  religious  principles  in  hatred  to  the  Clergy  &  In 
contempt  of  the  Sacraments  how  hard  Is  their  conversion,  especially  as  they  disavow 
even  the  necessity  of  any  redemption. 

At  Jamaica  open  infidelity  has  not  made  so  great  a  progress,  a  general  remissness 
In  attending  divine  Service  however  prevails,  tho'  I  know  not  from  what  particular 
canse. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Society  that  my  best  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting  to 
answer  their  truly  pious  intention  the  advancement  of  pure  religion  &  virtue— 
Especially  in  striving  earnestly  to  correct  the  present  erroneous  sentiments  concern- 
ing religion  that  prevail  in  the  Parish.    I  am  etc.  etc. 

Samuel  Se&bury. 

—Doc.  Uist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  195,  196. 

Rev.  Dr.  Johnson  to  Archbishop  Seckbr. 

New  York,  October  20,  1759. 
May  It  please  Your  Grace, 

I  most  thankfully  received  Your  Grace's  very  kind  letter  of  July   19th  and  am 

exceeding  glad  if  any  letters  of  mine  can  be  of  any  use  to  you.    The  sequel  of  that 

of  March  2ath  was  prepared  in  July,  but  unfortunately  missed  of  an  opportunity  till 

lately:  I  hope  it  will  soon  reach  your  hand,  and  meet  with  a  favorable  reception. 

I  humbly  thank  Your  Grace  for  your  kind  compliment  relating  to  what  I  men* 
tioned  with  regard  to  a  successor.  I  thank  God,  I  seem  to  have  a  very  firm  health ; 
but  my  condition  here  is  very  precarious,  chiefly  by  reason  of  the  smallpox,  being 
obliged  now,   (already  a  second  time)   to  retire  on  account  of  it— this  especially 

(together  with  my  advanced  years)  makes  me  thoughtful  how  my  college  may  be 
proTided  for.    On  which  account  I  am  glad  Mr.  Apthxoi^  \»  lo  Tiftax,  ^\i<^  \  \3^\«^^ 

would  be  immediately  pitched  upon  :    his  youth  wou\^  \m  Uk«  oii\i  q\^^^\.V>^. 
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As  I  am  obliged  to  retire  I  am  entered  on  a  journey  to  Strmtford,  wbcre  I  pnpMi 
to  reside  for  a  few  months  with  my  Son,  and  shall  there  he  under  adrtatice  to 
procure  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hobart's  i&rst  address,  which  I  will  send  to  Your  Grace  if  K 
can  be  had.  I  intended  to  haTe  sent  those  papers  of  the  Reflector  If  I  could  iiod  tliai, 
which  I  cannot  yet :  howcTer  yon  will  see  the  fall  foree  of  them  In  Hobtrt  aad 
Smith's  History  so  far  as  the  Chnreh  Is  coocemed. 

As  to  the  Affair  of  Mr.  Beach,  I  nerer  saw  a  copy  of  what  was  done  it  that 
meeting  of  the  Clergy ;  only  Mr.  Wetmore  told  me  he  had  given  them  good  mtiifM* 
tioD,  and  they  had  transmitted  what  they  had  done  to  the  Society ;  so  that  I  cob- 
clnded  the  Society  were  also  well  satisfied.  They  were  to  blame  if  they  did  aot  wai 
Dnplicatea.  It  is  commonly  receWed  that  Mr.  Beach  then  retracted  what  be  bid 
published,  and  nothing  since  has  CTer  been  said  aboat  it. 

As  to  Mr.  Barclay's  Remarks ;  Dr.  Smith  of  Philadelphia  undertook  to  enlarge  tba 
and  transmit  them  to  Your  Grace  with  a  fuller  Tindication,  and  I  hare  seat  bin 
some  materiaia— As  to  Your  Grace's  appointing  a  proxy  to  represent  yon  at  yov 
Board,  it  is  what  the  GoTemors  of  the  College  are  very  desirous  of:  and  u  to 
myself,  I  am  Tory  humbly  obliged  to  Your  Grace  for  the  great  Honor  you  do  ne,  h 
proposing  to  nominate  me,  and  shall  submit  to  whateTer  Your  Grace  riiall  tblik 
proper  to  do  in  the  Affair. 

The  bearer  hereof  is  one  Mr.  Miliner,  a  young  Candidate  of  this  City,  wbo  bttk 
been  educated  and  graduated  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  &  appears  a  Yoatb  of  good 
hopes.  He  wants  about  8  months  of  age  for  full  orders,  &  propoees  to  pursue  kif 
studies  at  Oxford  in  that  Interim,  h  then  to  offer  himself  to  the  Society's  Serrlce  for 
which  I  hope  he  will  be  well  qualified,  h  I  beg  leaye  to  recommend  him  to  Tov 
Grace's  notice.  I  wonder  Mr.  Greaton  is  not  here  from  Boston  to  go  for  West 
Chester.  If  be  should  go  In  my  absence,  I  beg  the  same  for  him.— I  am,  mtr  it 
please  Your  Grace, 

Your  Grace's  Most  obliged  and  dutiful  Son, 
and  most  humble  Serrant, 

(signed)  Samuel  Johnan. 

— COl.  Docs.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Til,  pp.  404.  4B5. 

Cbbtificatb,  as  to  the  Request  (1753)  of  the  Churches  of 
Marbletown,  etc.,  that  Henry  Frelinghuysbn  should  bb 
Ordained  in  America.     Nov.  3,  1759. 

(Portfolio,  "New  York";  Vol.  ii.) 

We,  the  subscribing  elders  and  deacons,  representing  the  Consistories  of  the  tbm 
united  congregations  of  Msrmerton,  (MarblPtown),  Rochester  and  Wawarslng,  herebr 
certify  that  the  general  and  hearty  desire  and  Tery  earnest  wish  of  our  congregationB, 
was,  that  the  student  TTenrlcus  Frelinghuysen,  should  be  ordained  by  the  CMtw 
of  New  York  as  a  minister  of  God's  Holy  Word  the  following  spring. 

rieter  Canteyn  Solomon  Van  Wagenen 

Frederich  Schoonmaker  Egbert  De  Witt 

Weasel  Brodhead  Johannes  Berier,  Jr. 

Louis  Bevier  John  Schoonmaker 

Stephen  Nottingham  Moses  Depul 

Thomas  Sammen  Isaac  Van  Kampen 

Hendricus  Jansen  Gideon  Louw. 

Nov.  3,  1759. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original  writing  by  the  Consistory  of  the  coofrcgt* 
tions  subscribed  on  the  same  day  that  the  call  of  the  atudent  Henrlena  PreliagboTfia 
was  signed.   1  had  uaft^  i\\  mo\!L^«s  ^^Vc^  could  be  thought  of,  to  lead  him  to  is  <» 
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land  to  receive  ordination,  only  be  was  to  go  at  bia  own  ezpenae.    However  tbey 

B  above  Consiatorlee)  would  not  call  blm  on  any  otber  conditions  tban  tbat  be 

old  be  ordained  in  tbia  country  for  tbe  same  service. 

To  tbis  I  testify, 

Tbeodore  Frellngbuysen. 

(See  Nov.  S»  1758;  Oct  tt,  1766;  Oct  4,  1767.) 

Chuboh  of  New  Yoek. 

New  York,  November  —  1759. 

Oonsistory  held.     §  1.  Mr.  Abel  Hardenbrock  resigned  his  su- 

'intendency  of  the  Manor  and  Harpending  grounds.     In  his 

ce  John  de  Peyster  was  appointed,  on  the  same  footing. 

\  2.  John  Vermillie,  Jr.  requested  to  have  the  Vly  belonging 

his  farm  for  the  same  price  per  acre  as  the  land  bought  by 

n.     This  was  granted,  in  view  of  the  service  lately  rendered 

him  to  the  church. 

\  3.  That  he  should  lease  the  remaining  Vly  for  eight  shillings 

'  lot,  or  take  the  whole  himself  at  three  pounds,  yearly. 

;  4.  That  Mr.  Hardenbrock,  with  the  deacons,  Adrian  Bancker 

1  John  Lansing,  and  the  Church  Masters,  Petrus  Louw  and 

in  de  Peyster,  should  inquire  into  the  leases  of  the  Harpending 

)imd8 ;  how  it  was  expressed  therein  concerning  the  falling  of 

!  same  to  the  church ;  and  whether  there  was  not  one  (place) 

t  could  be  made  a  suitable  dwelling  for  Mr.  Adrianus  Van 

'  Swan. 

Thus  done  in  Consistory. 

Signed  etc., 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

AOTS  OF  THE  ClASSIS  OP  AmSTEIBDAM. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Consistory  of  New  York, 
Dec.  12,  1759.     Vol.  31,  page  144.     No.  99. 
To  the  Consistory  of  New  York. 
V,  Sirs  and  Beloved  Brethren: — 

We  hope  you  received  the  former  Acts  (those  of  1758)  of  the 
ristian  Synod.  Herewith  we  send  you  those  for  the  year  1759. 
)  trust  they  may  be  passed  around  the  other  ministers  according 
the  desire  of  the  Bev.  Classis.     We  hope  that  love  and  friendr 
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ship  will  soon  be  completely  re-established  among  all  the  congre- 
gations in  America,  and  flourish  gloriously. 

Tliat  the  Lord  may  bless  you  personally  and  in  your  holy  oflSce, 
as  well  as  the  ministers  in  the  other  churches,  is  our  genuine 
desire.  With  affection,  we  remain,  Rev.  Sirs,  Much-beloved 
Brethren,  In  the  Name  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam, 

Petrus  Noordbeek,  Dep.  CI.  h.  t.  Praeses. 

R.  Perizonius,  Depp.  CI.  h.  t.  Scriba. 
Amsterdam,  Dec.  12,  1759. 

[Rev.  Theodore  P'relinghuysen  (in  Holland)  to  the  ConsistorT 
of  New  York;  Dee.  14,  1759. — Letter  not  found.  See  July  14. 
1760.] 

[1750.  Mrs.  Catherine  De  Wint  bequeaths  the  valuable  estate 
of  Catharinaburg  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  the  isle  of 
St.  Thomas,  West  Indies.  See  Cole's  Tappan,  4:.  Corwin's  Man- 
ual, 4th  ed.  1902,  pages  1040-42.] 

Church  of  New  York. 

New  York,  Jan.  3,  1760. 

Consistorv  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

§  1.  The  assessed  cost  of  the  lawyers  in  the  suit  against  LewL* 
Morris  and  others,  amounting,  on  strict  calculation  to  £^524:19:5. 
was  presented  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Abram  Van  Wjct 
after  he  should  have  endeavored  to  get  as  much  taken  ofi  as 
possible  for  the  benefit  of  the  church. 

§  2.  The  matter  against  Pieter  Bussing  was  taken  up  with  t 
view  of  procee<ling  against  him  by  a  lawyer,  viz.,  Mr.  B.  XicoU— 
this  being  considered  enough  in  a  matter  of  small  importance. 
Messrs.  Lispenard  Van  Wyek  and  Evert  Bancker  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  this  end. 

§  3.  That  Mr.  Elbert  Ilaering  shall  be  paid  by  Jtfr.  Abram  Van 
Wyck  for  his  services  to  the  church,  in  traveling  to  the  ifanor. 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  in  the  expectation  that  this  will  be  satis- 
factory. 

§iVga^^  ^\a5.,  ^  .^\fci»taa^  p.  t.  Presideiit 
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New  York,  Jan.  10,  1760. 
Consistory  held  etc. 

I'he  committee  "  on  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Harpending,"  reported 

that  there  was  no  house  at  present  suitable  for  Mr.  Van  der  Sman ; 

that  the  house  on  the  corner  of  the  street  called  het  Houdegat, 

now  occupied  by  Lasier,  could  not  be  repaired  but  must  be  pulled 

down  and  a  new  one  built.     Messrs  Lefferts,  Hardenbrock  and  van 

Raust,  were  appointed  to  see  that  a  house  of  two  stories  and  a 

cellar  should  with  all  speed  be  made  ready  for  Van  der  Sman,  and 

a  (school)-room  underneath  provided  for  him. 

J.  Ritzema. 

New  York,  Jan.  20,  1760. 

'     Consistoiy  held  after  calling  on  God's  name. 

It  was  taken  into  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  more 

to  the  advantage  of  the  church,  when  the  lots  in  the  street  called 

het  Houde-Gat  fall  back  to  the  church,  to  lease  them  for  a  term 

of  twenty-one  years,  than  to  build  thereon.     The  conclusion  was 

unanimous  that  it  would  ba     A  beginning  should  be  made  with 

the  lot  where  the  widow  Lammertse  had  last  dwelt,  with  the  one 

on  the  north  and  the  two  on  the  south  of  it,  the  leases  of  which 

had  expired.     And  these  four  lots,  if  they  could  conveniently  be 

made  into  five,  should  be  leased  at  not  less  than  five  pounds  a  year, 

ground  rent.     The  whole  matter  was  entrusted  to  the  committee 

and  Mr.  de  Peyster. 

Signed,  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President 

Chubch  of  New  York. 

New  York.  March  13,  1760. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  God*s  name. 

The  farm  on  the  Manor  of  Fordham,   No.  ,   now   in  possession  of   Hendrlcic 

Hichielse,  was  sold  to  him  for  five  pounds,  ten  shillings,  per  acre— payment  to  he 

made  in  three  installments,  yet  so  that  he  shall  pay  only  a  hundred  poands  on  the 

signing  and  delivery  of  the  papers ;  the  rest  in  May  1761,  and  May  176^— an  exact  half 

on  each  day  of  payment 

Signed  in  name,  etc. 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  t.  President. 

Rbv.  Samuel  Sbabury  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 

Gospel. 

Jamaica,  March  28, 1760. 
Reverend  Sir  :— 

I  heartily  wish  my  succeas  in  this  MlssioiL  waa  vac^i  «a  "woxA^  VoaXMi  \n.^  ^^\\^% 
the  honored  Society  aa  account  thereof  In  lome  m«iAUV«  «(va«L\  \a  >^^Vt  «v^tv5s.^  %.x^^ 
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care  of  It    But  rach  U  the  effect  of  the  Delm  and  Inlldelltj  (for  tiie  spreadlBg  of 

which  QnakerUm  hat  paTed  the  waj)  which  hare  here  been  propagated  wltk  tbe 

greateat  leal  and  the  moat  aatoniahlng  ■occeat  that  a  general  Indifference  towirdi 

all  religion  haa  taken  place  and  the  too  common  opinion  aeenia  to  be  that  thej-  ihtU 

he  eaTed  without  the  mediation  of  Chriat  aa  well  aa  with ;  and  eren  among  tlioie  wko 

profeaa  themaelTea  membera  of  the  Chnrch  of  England  a  rery  great  hackwardncM  ia 

attending  her  eerrlce  preyalla;  and  particnlarly  with  r^nrd  to  the  holy  flacnmat 

of  the  Lord's  Sapper  to  great  la  their  aTeralon  to  it  or  neglect  of  It  that  I  fear  the 

number  of  Commnnicanta  at  present  aearee  exceeda  twentj. 

I  remain  etc 

Samoel  ScabBiy. 

—Doc  Hint  N.  T.  VoL  ill,  p.  ISL 
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(Letter  from  the  Coetus.) 

1760,  April  14th.  Art,  8.  A  letter  signed  (at)  Karitan, 
October  8,  1759,  in  the  name  of  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  bj  tbe 
Depp,  ad  banc  causam,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Bev.  Def^ 
ad  res  Exteras.     xiii.  236. 

Rev.  Depp.  Utriusque  Synodi. 

Art  9.  These  informed  the  Depp,  ad  ree  Pennsylvanicas,  that 
Rev.  Frielinghuysen  had  announced  to  the  Depp.  Utriusque 
Synodi,  that  although  the  Coetus  of  New  York  had  heretofore  been 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  they  no  longer 
wish  to  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Classis.  The  Ee^. 
Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  are  authorized  to  prepare  a  letter  to  instruct 
the  Rev.  Depp.  Utriusque  Synodi  as  to  the  condition  of  these 
affairs,  and  to  bring  in  a  report  thereon  at  the  next  Classis.  xiii 
236,  237. 

Acts  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letter  from  the  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras  approved  for  forwarding. 

1760,  May  6th.  Art  4  ad  9.  The  Rev.  Depp,  ad  ree  Extern 
read  this  letter,  practically  prepared  by  them,  and  the  same  was 
approved  to  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  Depp.  Utriusque  Synodi.  The 
letter  last  received  from  the  Coetus  of  New  York,  was  to  be 
enclosed  therein,  with  the  request  that  the  Rev.  Depp,  will  kindly 
send  it  back.     Quod  factum,     xiii.  238. 
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Tbgd  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  ths  Dbputati  of  thb  Synods 
of  Nobth  akd  South  Holland,  May  5,  1760.  Vol.  81, 
p.  147,  No.  108. 

Letter  to  the  Deputati  of  both  Synods : 
See  Acts  (of  Classis)  of  April  and  May,  1760. 

As  we  have  learned,  to  our  surprise,  that  Rev.  Theodore  Frieling- 
huysen,  in  order  to  gain  his  object,  has  announced  to  your  Bevs. 
that  the  Church  of  IJew  York  was  no  longer  subordinate  to,  or 
willing  to  stand  under  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  the  latter  deems 
it  advisable  briefly  to  give  your  Revs,  an  account  of  the  state  of 
things  and  of  the  doings  of  the  Church  over  there. 

The  unfortunate  rupture  which  occurred  in  the  Coetus  of  New 
York  in  1754,  when  an  effort  was  made  to  form  itself  into  a 
Classis,  induced  Rev.  Frelinghuysen  to  devise  larger  schemes  and 
undertakings ;  and  those  who  follow  his  Rev.  have  from  that  time 
on,  been  developing  plans  to  establish  not  only  a  Classis,  but  also 
an  Academy.  They  are  anxious  also  to  assume  the  power  to 
appoint  candidates  and  ordain  ministers.  They  assert  that,  on 
account  of  the  distance  of  their  churches,  this  would  be  very  con- 
venient to  them  and  most  profitable ;  as  they  oould  then  be  readily 
and  at  less  expense  provided  with  ministers. 

Rev.  Ritzema,  with  his  followers  have  protested  against  this. 
These  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  the  other  brethren,  no 
longer  recognizing  the  Coetus  as  legal  from  that  time,  although 
they  want  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  Classis. 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has,  from  the  first,  looked  upon  those 
pitiful  and  hurtful  dissensions  with  great  sorrow,  and  has  urged 
the  restoration  of  the  now  divided  Coetus.  It  has,  however,  for 
weighty  reasons,  disapproved  the  qualifying  of  candidates  and 
ministers  (by  the  Coetus)  ;  as  it  cannot  comprehend  in  what  place, 
by  what  authority,  by  what  means,  out  of  what  funds,  such  an 
Academy  or  Gymnasium  could  be  established. 

The  Christian  Synod  of  North  Holland,  held  in  1756  at  Enk- 
huysen,  was  absolutely  of  the  same  opinion  as  that  held  by  us. 

The  Classis  would  like  to  rid  itself  of  thi%  tco\)\Afi»^\s^  ^x^ 
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tiresome  oversight  of  these  complicated  affairs  of  New  York, 
exasperating  as  they  are,  unless  the  people  there  are  willing  to 
follow  some  fundamental  principles ;  unless  they  will  seel:  to  pro- 
mote the  real  interests  of  the  Church  by  zealous  efforts,  and  thus 
render  unnecessary,  the  constant  admonitions  now  required,  and 
avert  the  dissolution  of  the  Church. 

The  Classis  does  not  doubt  but  that  your  Revs,  will  go  to  work 
in  this  matter  as  your  wisdom  shall  suggest,  and  be  willing  to 
cooperate  with  us  to  that  end.  We,  therefore,  raise  the  queetion 
whether  it  would  be  timely  and  advisable  to  approve  and  confonn 
the  above  named  plan. 

Our  wish  is  that  the  Lord  may  lift  the  light  of  His  coimtenanoe 
upon  your  Revs.,  and  that  your  acts  in  the  interest  of  the  Churdi 
may  be  crowned  with  good  result  With  this  prayer  we  sign  oin^ 
0eivco, 

Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren, 

Your  Revs,  willing  servants.     In  the  name  of  the  Eev. 

Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Signed, 

R.  Perizonig,  Depp,  ad  res  exteras,  Praeses. 

E.  P.  G.  Van  Essen,  Depp,  ad  res  exteras,  Scriba. 

Done  at  our  Classical  Assembly, 

held  at  Amsterdam,  May  5,  1760. 

P.  S.  We  enclose  herewith  the  latest  letter,  received  from  New 
York.  In  this,  the  signers  declare  that  they  are  not  yet  disposed 
to  such  a  i)erson  as  their  delegate,  (Legaat).  although,  as  appears 
from  certain  circumstances,  they  may  be  reckoned  among  the  fol- 
lowers of  Rev.  Frielinghuysen.  We  expect  this  enclosed  missive 
back  with  your  Revs,  answer. 

Correspondence  in  America. 

Proposition  of  the  Conferentie  to  the  Coetus,  for  Union,  May 

6,  1760. 

1.  Although  the  Rev.  Classis  has  not  answered  our  proposal 
yet,  out  of  regard  to  their  earnest  exhortation  to  a  union  with  the 
Rev.  Brethren  m  ot^^t  \a  «i  Co^lws  on  the  old  footing,  we  fuDj 
agree  to  unite  tJaua. 
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2.  Yet  having  perceived,  according  to  a  previous  declaration  of 
the  Rev.  Coetns,  the  troublesome  and  unprofitable  nature  of  one 
feature,  (viz.,  deciding  matters  by  a  majority,)  we  must  lay  it 
iown  as  indispensable  that  in  weighty  matters,  about  which  there 
18  a  difference  of  opinion,  the  decision  must  be  made  by  the  Kev. 
Classis,  and  the  whole  matter  be  remitted  to  them  by  both  parties. 

3.  The  Rev.  Classis,  having  heretofore  forbidden  expressly  the 
examination  and  ordination  of  students  in  this  country,  and  the 
Synod  having  lately  confirmed  the  same,  we  disapprove  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  brethren  in  these  matters ;  nor  can  we  recognize 
those  thus  examined  and  ordained,  unless  full  power  for  this  end 
has  been  sent  over  by  those  whom  we  recognize  as  having  the  right 
to  give  this  authority. 

Signed  in  the  name  of  all, 

Gerard  Haeghoort. 

New  York,  May  6,  1760. 

Answer  of  the  Coetus   to   the  Conferentib  Respecting 

Union,  May  6,  1760. 

The  Rev.  Brethren,  having  no  proposition  to  make  to  us,  requested 
lea¥e  to  delay  their  answer  till  the  afternoon,  when  they  would 
present  it  in  writing,  which  they  did,  as  follows : 

Answer  of  the  Coetus. 

The  reply  of  the  Rev.  Coetus  to  the  proposal  of  the  Rev. 
Brethren  who  call  themselves  a  Conferentie  Assembly. 

1.  In  regard  to  the  first  point:  The  Coetus  is  rejoiced  to  see 
the  inclination  of  the  brethren  to  unite,  according  to  the  earnest 
incitement  of  the  Rev.  Classis,  in  a  Coetus,  on  the  old  footing. 
And  we  desire  that  this  may  actually  take  place. 

2.  As  to  the  second  point :  The  Coetus  observes,  with  pain,  that 
it  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  firet.  The  old  footing  of  the  Coetus 
consisted  especially  in  the  decision  of  questons  by  the  majority  of 
voices,  according  to  the  thirty-first  article  of  the  Church  Order 
of  the  National  Synod  of  Dort,  1618,  1619. 

3.  As  to  the  third  point :  The  Coetus  r^rets  that  the  brethren 
disapprove  the  examination  and  ordination  of  students  by  thia 
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Assembly.     The  express  prohibition  of  the  Clasais  and  the  Sjnod, 

mentioned  by  you,  is  unknown  to  us ;  and  we  are  ready  to  show, 

at  the  proper  time  and  place,  that  such  examination  and  ordini- 

tion  is  agreeable  to  God's  Word  and  to  the  excellent  ecclesiBstkil 

order  of  our  Low  Dutch  Bef ormed  Church,  as  appears  from  the 

•    thirty  one  articles  of  our  Confession  of  Faith,  the  ixmr  articles  of 

the  General  Church  Order,  and  the  Fundamental  Articles  tod 

Rules  of  the  Coetus,  which  must  always  explain  what  the  old 

footing  is. 

B.  Vrooman,  p.  t.  President 

David  Marinus,  p.  t.  ClerL 
In  our  Coetus  Assembly, 

May  6,  1760. 
[See  Leydt's  Tractate,  Aug.  12, 1760.] 

CORRESPONDBNCK  FBOM  AlCSRIOA. 

The  Conferentie  to  the  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Dated  May 

7, 1760. 

Vol.  33.  page  30.     No.  301.     Referred  to,  xxiv.  76. 

Your  letter  of  May  7,  1759,  together  with  the  Aden  SynodUy 
reached  us  in  due  season,  for  which  we  hereby  express  our  thank- 
ful acknowledgements. 

A  letter  from  Dom.  John  Leydt  to  the  Consistory  of  New  YoA 
apprised  us  that  the  brethren  who  call  themselves  the  Coetns 
intended  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1760.  This  we 
made  known  to  the  brethren  who  belong  to  us,  in  order  that  flie 
good  aim  of  the  Rev.  Classis  might  be  immediately  attained,  and 
they  all  appeared,  except  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rosenkrantz,  Schuyler 
and  Van  Der  Linde.  We  at  once  unanimously  resolved  to  mab 
the  following  proposal  in  writing  to  the  Rev.  Brethren,  after 
having  first  inquired  in  a  friendly  way  whether  a  committee  of 
two  should  be  sent  by  them  to  us,  or  by  us  to  them*  (See  May  6, 
1760.) 

From  which  it  at  once  appeared  that  the  Coetus  brethren, 
although  they  pretended  a  willingness  to  unite,  yet  were  unwilling 
to  do  80  in  B\xc\i  a  'vvj  «a  ^o\JA\ife  ^-n^-riSc^  ^osa^feL 
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We  then  exerted  ourselves  to  convince  them,  since  we  are  well 

aware  that  an  assembly  must  usually  decide  what  comes  before 

it  by  a  majority  of  voices ;  yet,  knowing  the  difficulty  of  an  appeal 

to  a  Classis  so  far  off,  and  the  little  authority  of  the  Coetus,  we 

thought  that  if  a  weighty  matter  came  up,  (by  which  we  meant 

particularly  censures  or  depositions,)  and  men  could  not  agree  on 

it,  it  should  be  referred*  to  the  Eev.  Classis.     Thus,  the  close  union 

^with  the  Classis  would  be  preserved,  and  their  judgment  or  de- 

^sision,  being  that  of  persons  who  could  not  be  supposed  to  have 

respect  of  persons,  would  have  weight  with  those  to  whom  it 


As  for  the  last  point,  concerning  the  examinations  and  ordina- 
^ons  which  we  disapproved,  it  was  in  such  direct  conflict  with  our 
lEHindamental  Articles  and  Rules,  assented  to  by  the  Bev.  Classis 
the  year  1738,  and  further  approved  in  1746,  that  we  could  not 
lo  otherwise  than  refuse  to  acknowledge  persons  examined  and 
»rdained  without  the  order  of  Classis  or  Synod,  in  the  capacity  in 
^^«rhich  our  brethren  recognized  them.  We  desired  to  propose  to 
)ir  assembly,  in  the  most  earnest  way,  that  they  should  not  say 
words,  but  show  by  deeds,  that  they  wished  a  Coetus  on  the 
former  footing,  as  subordinate  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  in 
^rder  to  guard  against  the  rending  of  the  Netherlandish  Church ; 
id  we  gave  them  time  for  mature  deUberation,  their  written  reply 
being  brought  in  before  the  afternoon  session. 
'  Our  conversation  with  the  brethren,  after  the  delivery  of  their 
liiiMiiii  yesterday,  was  intended  further  to  remedy  the  matter  in 
^^ispute;  to  which  end,  we  requested  them  to  consider  again  our 
"TyroposaL  as  both  imdertook  nothing  but  to  unite  on  the  basis  of 
"tShe  letter  of  the  Eev.  Classis.     Notwithstanding,  we  find  nothing 

their  answer  pertinent  to  the  matter,  but  elaborate  disputations, 

rhich  are  a  mere  tissue  of  words,  without  sense  or  meaning,  to 

^^diich  no  answer  can  be  given.     Wherefore,  we  must  leave  the 

^qpiestion  at  issue  until  further  advices,  that  then  we  may  unite  on 

4       K)d  grounds. 

In  the  name  of  all, 

w  York,  May  7, 1760. 

Qd 
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See  here,  Rev.  Brethren,  our  whole  course  honestlj  set 
Have  we  not  fulfilled  the  tenor  of  your  cordial  letter?  H 
not  regarded  the  warning  of  the  Apostle,  Philip.  2 :  4,  (L 
every  man,  etc.,)  which  you  urge  us  so  much  to  lay  to  heart  ? 
we  here  even  once  looked  on  what  was  our  own?  Thej 
mentioned  nothing  of  the  complaints  we  exhibited  in  our 
letter  to  you  of  1758,  to  which  complaints  we  still  adhen 
that,  without  denial  of  the  truth,  which,  together  with  pei 
so  constantly  enjoined  upon  us,  as  upon  every  one.  Still, 
as  it  seems  in  any  degree  to  be  "  our  own  ",  we  will,  for  thi 
of  peace,  deny  that  they,  to  our  offence,  dared  to  take  to 
selves  the  name  of  Coetus ;  they  who  first  broke  the  Coetos, 
vgainst  our  rules ;  went  out  from  us,  and  not  we  frcnn  thoE 
But  can  we  deny  our  Church  Order,  founded  on  Gh>d'8  Wor 
acts  of  the  National  Synod,  the  Formulas  of  Unity,  so  soL 
subscribed  by  us  at  the  beginning  of  our  ministry  i  Has  the 
Classis  ever  committed  another  Coetus  subordinate  ?  Has  n 
Kev.  Classis  always  retained  to  itself  the  right  and  poT 
ordain?  This  appears,  not  to  mention  other  evidences^ 
these  express  words  which  the  Kev.  Classis  wrote  in  Sq)t( 
1739,  to  some  brethren  who,  at  that  time,  were  not  favors 
a  Coetus,  because  they  feared  it  might  rend  the  NetherL 
Church : 

That  they  allow  a  Coetus  to  the  brethren  "  under  the  c 
condition  thai  care  was  taken  not  to  have  a  word  uttered  a 
the  doctrine,  and  to  have  no  preparatory  or  final  examinalio 
the  candidates  or  ministers;  these  being  matters  which  wc 
the  Synod  of  Dort,  restricted  to  the  respective  Classes,  and 
therefore  were  reserved  by  us,  in  forming  a  Coetus  some 
since  in  the  colony  of  Surinam,  etc.^^ 
Signed  September,  1739.  John  Plautinus 

C.  Van  Den  Bogar 
Dispatched  April  1,  1740.  Tiberus  Ritzema 

If  that  was  the  Church  Order  then,  it  must  be  so  now. 
we  any  ol\\eY  CoqIw?^,  and  is  any  other  allowed  ?     But  it  is  ( 
avail   w\nie  meti  %«i5^  ^^  '^^  ^^^x^  \r»  nJcl^  Classis;  but ; 
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ordination  that  is  a  power  given  by  God,  inherent  in  the  eldership, 
"who  receive  it,  not  from  Classis  or  Synod,  but  from  God,  who 
gave  it  to  them  with  their  office.  What  else  is  this,  to  speak  the 
simple  truth,  but  overturning  the  constitution  of  the  Netherlandish 
Church  ? 

We  forebear  to  speak  of  the  abuse  which  is  made  of  the  excel- 
lent book  of  Voetius  on  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  and  of  the  letters 
of  the  Classis  and  of  private  individuals,  which  are  read  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  the  ministers,  and  expounded  according  to  their  own 
will,  in  order  to  support  themselves  and  their  party. 

We  have  no  doubt.  Rev.  Brethren,  that  this  dispute  will  now 
become  plain  to  you.  We,  who  by  no  means  deserve  to  be  marked 
as  disturbers  of  the  peace,  have  harmony,  by  God's  grace,  in  our 
congregations,  and  really  seek  peace  also  with  others,  if  it  can  be 
attained  consistently  with  truth ;  and  if  you  know  a  speedier  way 
to  this  end,  we  will  imdertake  that  We  expect  on  this  point  a 
decided  answer,  and  desire  nothing  more  than  that  you  would 
take  into  consideration  the  replies  deliberately  made  to  us  by  the 
brethren,  in  order  to  discover  their  object  therein,  without  our 
uttering  any  further  explanations,  unless  it  be  demanded  of  us. 

After  prayer  to  God  for  your  Classical  Assembly,  we  subscribe 
ourselves,  with  much  esteem  and  reverence. 
Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Tour  servants  and  fellow-laborers, 

G.  W.  Mancius 
J.  Ritzema 
L.  De  Ronde 
J.  C.  Fryenmoet 

J.  C.  Rubel. 
New  York,  May  6,  1760. 

P.  S.  The  Rev.  Classis  will  please  observe  that  Dom.  Haeg- 
Ixoort,  whose  aims  are  sometimes  very  peculiar,  advised  brothers 
Schuyler  and  Van  Der  linde  not  to  appear  at  our  Assembly  for 
ttnion,  yet  came  himself,  scratched  out  his  name  under  the  letter 
be  had  sent  to  the  brothers  named,  and  directly  united  with  us  in 
tie  first  proposal ;  and  when  we  gave  our  last  reply,  he,  -wvtk^ya** 
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statement  or  reply,  said,  I  do  not  agree  to  Quit,  and  so  ran  out  of 
the  Assembly.  Dom.  Rosenkrantz,  who  lives  nearly  six  days' 
journey  from  here,  found  it  impossible,  for  that  reason,  to  be 
present. 

(See  Haeghoort's  letter  of  May  13,  under  Oct  1760.) 

Chtjsgh  of  Nkw  York. 
Sale  of  lots  to  the  Moravians. 

New  York,  May  8, 1760. 

§  1.  The  contract  was  sealed  and  delivered  for  the  sale  of  tlie 
lot  to  the  society  called  ^'  The  United  Brethren  ",  for  the  sum  of 
£150.  This  money,  less  £2.  paid  for  the  writing  of  the  papen^ 
L  e.  £148.  was  given  to  the  Elder,  Abram  Lefferts,  to  be  kid  G(ii 
in  building  the  house  for  the  Visitor  of  the  Sick  and  Catechist 

§  2.  Mr.  Abram  van  Wyck  was  ordered  to  pay  £15.  to  Mai; 
McCoy  for  buying  out  the  lease  she  had  of  her  lot  Mr.  Be 
Peyster  was  also  directed  to  lease  the  same  for  twenty-one  years. 

Signed  in  name  etc, 

J.  Bitzema. 

Acts  of  thb  CfLASSis  of  Amsterdam. 
Letter  from  Frelinghuysen. 

1760,  June  2nd.  Art  3  ad  4.  A  letter  was  read  from  Ke^. 
(Theodore)  Frielinghuysen,  dated  Eotterdam,  May  14,  1760,  and 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Depp,  ad  res  Exteras,  to  be 
copied  verbatim  in  their  copy-book  so  as  to  be  able  to  use  it  when 
occasion  serves,     xiii.  240. 

(But  this  letter  was  not  found  in  the  said  "  Copy-book"  of 
letters;  but  is  alluded  to  in  Vol.  xxiv.  71.) 

Chtjbch  of  New  Yobk. 

New  York,  June  29,  1760. 

Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Qod's  name. 

1.  Two  leases  were  delivered  for  No.  11,  of  the  HarpendiBg 
lots.     One  \ia\i  oi  \t  -^^i^  leased  to  Joost  Paalding  for  £5.  a  yetf. 
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The  other  half  to  John  Mc  Danel  for  £4.  a  year — each  for  a  te 
of  twenty-one  years.     Both  were  signed  and  sealed. 

2.  To  furnish  a  proper  support  for  Mr.  Van  der  Sman,  ' 
consistory  can  find  no  other  way  than  a  new  subscription, 
this  end,  some  of  the  Deacons  and  Church  Masters  took  it  uj 
themselves  to  go  around  the  congregation  and  see  what  they  oo^ 
obtain  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

3.  As  to  the  arrears  due  on  the  Manor.  Eeeolved,  That  Jc 
de  Peyster  furnish  a  list  thereof  to  the  consistory  at  the  next  um 
ing,  and  write  to  each  to  pay  within  six  weeks,  under  penalty 
being  arrested,  in  case  of  failure. 

4.  Abram  Lefferts^  Jaa  Roosevelt  and  Evert  Bancker  were 
pointed  a  oommittee  to  see  about  the  house  of  Losier;  also 
one  we  bou^t  from  Parady,  and  how  it  can  be  arranged  to  le 
the  same  advantageously  for  twenty-one  years. 

Signed  in  name  etc,. 

L.  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President 

Chttboh  of  Nbw  Tokk. 

New  York,  July  14,  1760. 
Consistory  held  after  calling  on  Gk>d's  nama 

1.  The  oommittee,  Lefferts,  Boosevelt  and  Bancker,  appoin 
oonoeming  the  house  of  Lesier  and  the  one  bought  from  Bra 
reported,  that  the  best  thing  for  the  church  was  to  sell  the  buildii 
and  then  lease  to  the  buyers  for  twenty-one  years.  This  was 
once  made  into  a  resolution  and  committed  to  John  de  Peyster 
be  carried  out.  The  sales,  however,  are  not  to  take  effect  till  M; 
1761,  since  both  the  houses  are  rented. 

2.  A  letter  was  received  from  domine  Theodore  Frielinghuya 
dated  at  Amsterdam,  Dec.  14,  1759.     This,  having  been  read, 
find  ourselves  not  in  a  condition  to  meet  his  desires  on  account 
lack  of  tima     We  received  his  letter  for  the  first,  on  July  [June 
29th,  while  the  answer  must  be  in  Amsterdam  by  August  1st 
is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  notice  its  contents  further. 

3.  The  ministers  represented  to  the  consistory  that  they  h 
some  time  ago  shown  to  the  Elders  that  thsj  c/^xiIJA  ti^\»  ^^^^ 
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live  in  these  hard  times  upon  their  salaries.  Thej,  therefore) 
asked  if  some  way  could  not  be  devised  to  secure  a  suitable  increasa 
This  was  considered  and  it  was  oonduded  to  call  togeth^  the 
Great  Consistory  on  Thursday  July  31,  at  5,  P.  M. 

Signed  in  name  etc 

L.  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President 

Statement  of  the  Ministers  to  the  Great  Consistory. 

Esteemed  Brethren : — 

Since  we  ministers  some  time  ago  demonstrated  to  our  presenl 
Buling  Elders  that  it  was  impossible  for  us,  in  these  hard  times^ 
to  maintldn  our  wives  and  children  and   our  servants  on  the 
present  salary  of  £200.,  but  on  the  contrary,  what  we  had  inde- 
pendent of  our  salaries,  was  diminishing,  as  plainly  appeared  from 
de  posten;  and  inasmuch  as  they  agreed  with  us  and  testified,  that 
the  members,  if  there  was  more  available  money,  would  be  readj 
to  help  us,  the  result  is  the  following:  That  they  being  perplexed 
in  the  matter,  thought  proper,  in  order  to  stop  the  mouths  of  un- 
reasonable men,  to  go  to  work  after  taking  the  advice  of  the  Great 
Consistory.     Therefore,  in  their  last  meeting,  they  unanimoodj 
resolved  to  call  them  together.     To  this  body  now  assembled,  v9 
make  our  earnest  and  friendly  request  that  they  would  take  this 
matter  to  heart  and  see  what  can  be  done  for  an  increase  of  otff 
salaries.     Next  May,  £120.  will  be  due  as  interest,  on  the  £2000. 
put  out  to  Mr.  Lewis  Morris.     Cannot  this  be  made  an  additkn 
to  our  stipend !     And  cannot  the  Ruling  Consistory,  hereaftw,  is 
their  revenues  increase,  augment  our  stipend  from  time  to  tixnc 
that  we  may  live  honorably,  according  to  our  service,  and  also  Uy 
up  something  for  our  wives  and  children  after  ua.     This  will  ato 
stimulate  us  to  greater  zeal  in  our  studies  and  our  holy  serried 
and  enable  us  to  administer  the  Gospel  in  this  congregation,  notia 
grief,  but  with  pleasure  and  joy. 

Tour  servants  in  Christ, 

Lambertus  de  Bonde,  p.  t.  President 
New  York,  August  2,  1760. 
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[No  dat€ 
After  calling  on  Qod^s  name  the  Great  Consistory  was  he] 
When  the  President  presented  the  foregoing  proposal  tc 
meeting,  it  was  Resolved,  That  the  interest  of  the  £2000.  pu 
to  Mr.  Morris  should  be  given  to  the  ministers  as  a  gift  fo] 
current  year;  and,  further,  that  the  matter  .should  then  be  le 
the  Ruling  Consistory. 

N.  B.     The  Ruling  Consistory  understands  this  word  "  ^ 

not  as  charity. 

L.  de  Ronde,  p.  t  Preside] 

Acts  op  thb  Synod  op  North  Holland,  July  29-Auguj 

1760. 

Article  46. 

(This  Article  relates  mostly  to  the  Pennsylvania  Gei 
churches;  but  toward  the  close  has  the  following:) 

Respecting  Frelinghuysen's  Conmiission  concerning  an  A 
emy  in  New  York. 

"  The  report  of  the  Committee  contained  also  certain  ma 
touching  a  request,  made  by  Rev.  (Theodore)  Frelinghuysen, 
ister    at  Albany,  in  North  America,  of  the  Deputies  of 
Synods,  and  a  letter  from  him,  but  which  the  Synod  had  excl 
from  its  action.'* 

(This  refers  to  Frelinghuysen's  Commission  of  May  30,  1 
which  see.  He  was  not  able  to  proceed  to  Holland,  imtil  1 
and  then  the  Synod  refused  to  entertain  his  application.) 

[1760,  July  30.     Death  of  Lieut.-Gov.  De  Lancey.     See 
Hist  N.  Y.  IV.  627-639, 1037.     Dix.  Hist,  of  Trinity  Chi 
i.  291-2.] 
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ADMLNISTRATION  OF  CADWALLADER  COLDEf, 
PRESIDENT,  AUGUST  4,  1760-AUGUST  8,  1761. 

Tbub  Libebty  the  Way  to  Peace  :  or  ai^  Account  to  Shov 

HOW  THE  NeQOTLA.TIONS  WITH  A  VeEW  TO  PkACE  AIO)  TJyiTY 

were  Broken  Off,  and  what  Retarded  the  Happy  Cos- 
summation.  Also  a  Defense  of  the  Examinatioits  asd 
Ordinations  by  the  Coetus  :  Exhxbitino  the  Grounds  oi 

WHICH   THESE   WERE  DONE.       By   JoHANTnES   LeyDT,  MnOSTEl 

AT  New  Brunswick,  etc. 

[August  12,  1760.] 

**  The  truth  shall  make  yon  free.*'    John  8  :S1 

**  Stand  fast,  therefore,  In  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  ns  free.**  GaL  51 
'*  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.'*    Ps.  122 :6. 

Ibit  in  amplexus  alacris  dementia  reri ;  Oscula  jnstltiae  i>az  qnoqne  blanda  diMt 

Johnston,  Pa  S. 
Printed  at  Philadelphia,  by  Hendrilc  Miller,  in  the  Second  street,  in  the  second  hoim 
from  Rees  street    1760. 
Published  according  to  Church  Order  after  preyioua  examination. 

Address  and  Dedication. 

To  the  Very  Rev.  Consistories  of  all  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churches  in  oar  Land. 
Very  Rev.  Sirs  and  Brethren  :~ 

The  Very  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam  has  honored  your  Rers.  with  a  letter  [Mty  T, 
1759 J  earceBtly  exhorting  you  to  unite  in  a  Coetus,  and  emphatically  recommendinf 
all  the  Consistories  to  take  part  in  it  And  although  their  action  in  this  matter,  ii 
ignoring  the  (old)  Coetus,  looks  to  me  somewhat  peculiar  and  seems  like  sometUig 
novel,  nevertheless  I  hope  their  intention  was  not  evil  but  good.  At  any  rate  I  deen 
it  my  duty,  as  well  as  yours,  to  make  good  use  of  their  action,  and  to  go  to  work  in 
thorough  earnestness,  to  obtain  and  establish,  with  due  regard  to  the  Liberty  and  the 
Rights  of  the  Church  of  Ood,  such  a  peaceful  and  general  Union  aa  is  proposed. 

I  decided,  therefore,  to  lay  this  address  before  your  Revs,  for  your  further  con- 
sideration at  least,  if  not  to  arouse  you  to  help  in  promoting  that  great  and 
necessary  and  useful  object  UNION.  I  suppose  no  one  will  think  it  out  of  place  that 
I  should  address  the  Cocsistories  for  such  a  purpose ;  for  the  Claasis  has  already 
found  it  good  to  do  so.  But  I  address  the  Consistories  directly,  chiefly  for  tbt 
following  reasons:  First,  because  I  also  am  a  co-elder,  and  can  address  myaeif  to 
none  more  fittingly  than  to  the  Consistories ;  and  then  also,  and  especially,  as  thii 
matter  relates  not  only  to  the  Consistories,  but  also  to  the  congregations,  whidi 
ought  to  sustain  the  Consistories ;  and  hence,  again,  it  also  concerns,  in  measure,  tbf 
members,  each  one  in  particular;  for  every  member  is  entitled  to  know  how  sodi 
matters  are  carried  on,  to  the  strengthening  of  some  and  the  restraining  of  othera 
Thus  I  write,  therefore,  hoping  it  may  possibly  serve  to  promote,  if  not  to  attain 
the  good  object  aimed  after. 

And  then  still  further,  if  some  of  my  co-elders  should  differ  from  me  in  Jadgmest 
it  may  afford  an  opportunity  to  Interchange  views,  and,  in  case  there  is  no  rail 
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difference,  to  become  finally  of  the  game  mind  and  Judgment  The  Union  would  then 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  we  should  be  thus  united  according  to  1  Cor.  1 :10, 

"  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ that  there 

be  DO  dlyislons  among  you,  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  In  the  same 
mind,  and  in  the  same  judgment,**  and  thus  fulfil  the  earnest  prayer  of  that  peace- 
loving  apostle.  This  is  also  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  give  this  Address  to  the  public 
in  print.  I  trust  that  no  one  will  take  this  matter  ill,  when  it  is  considered  that  in 
no  other  way  could  I  so  fittingly  speak  to  all,  and  communicate  my  sentiments  in  ths 
most  accurate  way.  Besides,  reports  often  bring  things  only  half  to  light,  and  thus 
leave  obscure  what  Is  most  important;  or  they  may  beget  prejudices  against  a 
matter  only  half  considered,  the  prejudice  itself,  perhaps,  causing  a  wilful  perversion 
or  an  exhibition  of  the  statements  in  a  hateful  light  But  by  publication  the  whole 
matter  must  and  can  speak  for  itself. 

In  explanation  of  the  following  pamphlet  I  will  not  say  much  now,  but  will  only 
remark  that,  if  anything  should  have  crept  in  of  a  nature  to  disturb  peace,  I  shall 
be  heartily  glad  to  correct  it  or  to  recall  it,  inasmuch  as  the  SIGNET  OF  PEACE  is 
placed  on  its  forehead.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  order  to  make  up 
the  true  "  Sign  of  the  Cross  "  of  the  Peace  purchased  by  Jesus,  Truth  and  Liberty 
must  be  combined  with  it,  for  these  are  no  less  in  the  Signet  placed  at  the  head. 
Therefore  I  anticipate  that  every  one  who  loves  genuine  Truth  and  Christian  Liberty 
will  not  call  the  speaking  of  the  simple  truth  or  defending  the  true  liberty,  a  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace.  Still  further,  it  is  my  request  that  this  matter  may  be  viewed 
with  an  eye  as  harmless  as  the  dove's,  though  with  a  wisdom  like  the  serpent's ;  but 
especially  with  a  heart  earnestly  desiring  and  praying  for  peace  with  the  upbuilding 
of  Zlon.    My  brethren,  thus  do  ye,  and  thus  will  he  try  to  do,  who  signs  himself, 

Johannes  Leydt 
New  Brunswick, 

August  12th,  1760. 


Tbtjb  Libbbty  the  Way  to  Peace. 

Among  all  the  substantial  endowments  of  mankind,  Peace  has  the  preeminence  in 
many  respects,  because  of  the  beauty,  happiness,  benefits  and  refreshments  which 
accompany  it  In  a  Peace  founded  on  proper  conditions,  men  are  generally  in  a  quiet 
and  calm  state  of  mind,  even-tempered  and  charitably  disposed.  Everything  is  then 
full  of  love  and  pleasantness,  as  we  read:  The  ways  of  the  Lord  are  ways  of 
pleasantness  and  all  his  paths  are  peace.  In  all  circumstances,  with  true  peace,  are 
found  blessings  and  benefits,  and  these  not  only  in  the  soul,  but  also  in  our  external 
relations  with  others. 

1.  In  the  Household:  With  peace,  all  things  are  appropriately  arranged;  there  is 
a  mutual  adaptation  of  all;  each  one  is  well  satisfied  with  his  portion,  and  is  at 
ease  in  his  place,  rank  or  station,  and  every  relative  duty  is  performed. 

2.  In  the  State.  With  peace  the  country  is  built  up ;  commerce,  trade  and  industry 
are  promoted;  and  the  social  life  is  suitably  developed.  And  such  a  people  is 
respected  and  looked  up  to  as  an  example,  by  others,  etc. 

S.  But  especially  in  the  Church  Is  peace  important  True  peace  among  her  mem- 
bers, are  the  ornaments  and  the  livery  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Lord.  It  is  this  which 
makes  them  terrible  as  the  army  with  banners.  Love  is  awakened  by  peace ;  and  love 
edifies  its  neighbor,  and  opens  up  the  way  for  "The  communion  of  Saints.'*  In  a 
Word  love  is  one  of  the  elements  of  the  glory  of  heaven. 

In  peace,  then,  is  found  the  needful  refreshment  for  one's  soul.    Oh  I  how  good  and 

«weet  is  true  peace !  how  charmingly  invigorating  is  it  I    It  is  like  oil  on  the  head, 

like  dew  on  the  grass.    In  it  is  a  blessing,  even  life  forevermore;  Ps.  123.    It  is  so 

desirable,  that  the  great  Ood  Himself  has  done  infinitely  much  to  establish  Peace, 

^Ad  to  cause  his  children  to  be  Peacemakers,  Matt  5 :  9.   His  Word  teaches  us— If  it 
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be  possible,  as  maeh  as  In  us  lies,  to  live  in  Peace  with  all  men.  Boo.  12:  II:  to 
follow  after  Peace  with  all  men,  Heb.  12 :14 ;  as  if  it  were  somethlns  which,  la  nts'i 
depraved  estate,  is  likely  to  be  disturbed  in  some  way,  and  then  disappear  altogetkcr; 
like  one  who  is  apt  to  run  away,  and  cannot  be  overtaken  without  pursuit 

But  the  apostle  adds  to  this  pursuit  of  Peace,  also,  HOLINESS,  In  ordo'  to  dto- 
tln^ish  the  Peace  referred  to,  from  a  Peace  which  is  not  the  right  kind.  The  wnsf 
kind  of  Peace  consists  in  an  outward  carelessness,  and  an  inward  security,  witkoit 
union  with,  and  conformity  to,  God.  The  right  kind  is  wrought  1^  the  Spirit  rf 
Peace  in  the  heart,  or  a  firm  hold,  through  true  teith,  on  Jcaoa,  the  Prince  of  Pesca 
He  alone  has  obtained  Peace,  so  that  we  may  be  made  **  at  peace  **,  reeoodM  ni 
united  with  Ood.  The  force  of  the  Greek  word  eirene,  is  that  of  Joining  tsfetkcr, 
bringing  together.  Just  as  is  the  case  in  the  word  reconcUlatloB.  Mow,  vkot 
reconciliation  is  wanting,  there  is  no  sanctlflcatlon,  (holiness)  and  conseqaestiy.  si 
real  Peace.  Reconciliation,  then,  is  the  foundation,  and  Peaee  la  to  he  soeskt  ail 
maintained  if  possible,  with  all  men,  as  something  which  springs  from  BecoBrlEa- 
tlon. 

Therefore  the  seeking  after  peace  is  the  duty  of  every  one : 

1.  Those  who  profess  the  inward  possession  of  this  great  privilege,  shooM  ifcov  it 
by  their  deeds  among  themselves  and  toward  all  men. 

2.  Those  who  unfortunately  are  still  lacking  this  Invrard  principle,  should  diHsEatir 
and  earnestly,  and  with  all  their  might,  strive  to  secure  It.  This  they  shooM  dn 
in  order  that  all  who  name  the  name  of  Jesus,  departing  trom  all  Iniquity,  Bsy  pn^ 
tice  peace  and  promote  it. 

8.  But  especially  should  they  seek  for  peace,  who,  by  reason  of  their  oAce.  tr« 
under  peculiar  obligations,  in  every  reasonable  way,  to  do  so.  This  Is  the  esse  witk 
all  overseers,  ministers  and  elders  of  congregations.  I  should  like  to  exhort  sr^'- 
especially,  to  attend  to  this  duty ;  that  they  may  do  all  in  their  power,  and  alio  fdr 
me  up,  in  case  I  may  become  negligent  in  the  church-fellowship  of  particular  co&^n- 
gations ;  or  In  the  meetings  of  the  elders :  I  want  to  exhort  all  to  labor  for  a  ukc 
in  peace  in  accordance  with  God's  holy  Word  and  our  Reformed  Church  ConstitQtla. 

For  I  need  not  say  that  In  our  churches.  Peace,  is  in  many  ways  disturbed,  tad. 
seems  to  be,  as  it  were,  taking  its  flight.  Nor  will  I  now  say  who  has  been  the  aise 
of  this,  and  what  the  means  by  which  peace  was  broken ;  but  I  myself  wlil  rtt&ff 
follow  after  peace.  To  that  end  I  will  give  an  account  of  what  recently  took  plaee 
in  the  search  for  peace,  that  every  one  may  judge  how  near  or  how  far  off  petci 
still  Is.  and  what  measures  are  essential  to  secure  it. 

A  letter  from  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  dated  May  7,  1759,  gave  occaalon  for  vtet 
passed  In  the  search  for  peace.    It  reads  thus: 

The  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  the  Coxsistortes  of  Xnr 

Netherlands. 

Very  Rev.  and  Much  Beloved  Brethren,  constituting  the  Consistories  In  the  PrpTtoff 
of  New  York:— 
*'  Powerfully  as  we  feel  ourselves  in  duty  bound,  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  to  belp 
promote  the  wellbelng  of  the  congregations  in  your  Revs.  Province,  and  glsdlr  ai^ 
earnestly  as  we  would  labor  to  that  end,  we  find  to  our  sorrow  that  all  our  HMv 
are  impracticable;  because  all  our  counsels  are  disregarded,  and  dissenstoas  pre*'' 
with  increasing  alienations.    The  reports  of  these  things  which  have  bees  sest  to  • 
In  recent  letters,  by  different  parties,  present  matters  In  such  a  form,  that  the  ^^ 
Classis  is  wholly  unable  to  decide  concerning  them,  either  for  or  against  cftlwr^ 
the  parties,  while  it  pitiee  the  poor  congregations.    The  Classis  praya  the  gnat  Gf^ 
and  Savior  that  he  would  take  compassion  upon  you,  and  grant  His  good  Sphit  k 
order  that  He  may  create  the  pence  so  much  to  be  desired  tn  your  Revs,  eoe^ 
fatlohs.** 
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"The  Rev.  Classis  Is  unanimoiuily  of  opinion  that  ali  its  efforts  for  good  are 
wholly  in  vain,  so  long  as  its  counsels  are  rejected;  so  long  as  those  great  divisions 
are  not  put  out  of  the  way;  so  long  as  a  Union  in  a  Goetus,  on  the  former  footing, 
1b  not  again  effected.  It  has,  therefore,  decided  again  to  try  to  stir  up  your  Revs., 
In  love,  to  that  end."  "Men  and  Brethren,  what  advantage  can  there  possibly 
result  from  your  strife  and  discord?  Is  not  every  one  fully  convinced  in  his  own 
mind  that,  not  Christ,  but  Satan,  not  the  congregations  of  God,  but  His  enemies. 
rejoice  over  your  strife  and  take  advantage  of  it?  Or,  can  any  good  object  be 
advanced  by  so  many  conflicts?  And,  if  by  any  one  circumstance  in  your  strife 
some  good  were  attained,  will  not  a  greater  loss  yet  be  suffered  in  other  respects? 
At  any  rate  no  one  may  do  evil  that  good  may  come.  It  will,  at  least,  be  hard  to 
answer  for  such  exasperations  in  which  men  devour  one  another,  before  Him  with 
whom  we  have  to  do,  and  in  whose  sight  all  things  are  naked  and  opened." 

"On  the  contrary.  Worthy  Brethren,  are  not  peace  and  blessed  harmony  most 
strongly  recommended  to  us,  as  being  excellent  in  themselves,  most  beneficial  and 
strengthening  to  us,  as  well  as  bringing  glory  to  Zlon's  King?  Does  not  love  to  the 
Lord  Jesus,  for  the  wellbeing  of  our  own  Immortal  souls  as  well  as  the  souls  of 
others,  require  that  we  should  follow  after  Peace?  Oh!  do  give  us  cause  to  re|oice. 
then,  by  restoring  salutary  peace  among  yourselves.  Certainly  that  cannot  be  so 
hard  a  thing  to  do,  or  impracticable,  since  there  is  no  dispute  about  the  essential 
truths  of  religion,  but  only  about  circumstances  In  the  external  administration  of 
affairs." 

"The  Rev.  Classls  urges  you  to  this,  the  more  boldly,  because  It  is  fully  conscious 
of  aiming  at  nothing  else  than  the  welfare  of  your  congrregations.  It  has  no  desire 
to  exercise  lordship  over  your  Revs.  All  that  the  Classls  can  have  for  itself,  from 
its  authority  over  you,  are  trouble  and  labor.  This,  though  irksome  when  fruit- 
lessly exercised,  the  Rev.  Classls  Is  gladly  willing  to  take  upon  itself,  if  only  some 
good  is  to  be  expected  therefrom.  This,  however,  is  altogether  impossible  when  its 
fraternal  counsels  are  disregarded  and  dissensions  continue  to  be  fostered;  for  thus 
all  opportunity  is  cut  off  for  planning  and  executing,  with  its  friends,  any  measures, 
which  might  be  useful.  May  the  great  Lord  and  King  of  Zion,  who  with  HIr  own 
blood  purchased  His  Church,  make  Himself,  as  well  as  those  whom  He  so  dearly 
bought,  so  precious;  make  His  example-^especially  as  Paul  sets  it  before  the  Philip- 
plans:  "Not  looking  each  of  you  to  his  own  things,  but  each  of  you  also  to  the 
things  of  others;  let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  In  Christ  Jesus;"— make 
His  example  so  powerfully  attractive,  that,  yielding  up  one's  own  mind  and  wishes. 

peace  may  thus  be  easily  restored." 

We  sign  ourselves,  etc. 

P.  Noordbeek,  President. 

R.  Perisonius,  Scriba." 

This  letter,  (with  one  enclosed  to  the  Coetus),  addressed  to  the  Consistoriea 
(adhering  to  the  Coetus);  and  another,  of  similar  import,  addressed  to  the  CK>nsis- 
tories  which  do  not  adhere  to  the  Coetus,  (especially  the  Rev.  Consistory  of  New 
York),  were  received.  Certain  (consistories  which  support  the  Ck>etus  thereupon 
thought  be«t  that  an  extraordinary  Coetus  should  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  Peace  and  Union,  in  accordance  with  the  aim  of  the  Classical  Letter;  and 
that  this  purpose  should  be  communicated  to  the  New  York  Consistory,  with  the 
request  that  they  should  make  it  known  to  certain  other  C/onsistories,  which  might 
be  willing  to  listen  to  the  New  York  Consistory  aa  that  of  the  chief  city,  if  fhey 
would  not  be  willing  to  listen  to  the  Coetus,  etc. 

The  Msbting  fob  Feaob.     Ibjeleguxabities. 

Ab  to  this  latter  point,  I  do  no  tknow  how  it  went;  but  the  first— the  meeting,  I 
know  took  place,  and  a  Coetus  was  held  at  New  Yort^,  on  May  6th,  (1760).  At  the 
same  (place  and  time)  there  was  an  Assembly  held  In  oppoaltlon,  <i<^tx»^%\.Vgl%  <A  «&fex- 
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tain  brother-mlnlsten  who  did  not  choose  to  meet  with  the  Coetns.  and  tbey  also 
had  no  elders  with  them.  I  cannot  pass  this  circumstance  bj  without  remaridai. 
that  I  In  no  wise  approve  the  action  of  the  brethren  In  meeting  without  any  tMm, 
and  for  the  following  reasons: 

Ikkeqularitt  of  thb  Conferenttb  Ministers. 

L  Because  It  did  not  at  all  conform  to  the  special  aim  and  import  of  the  Classleal 
Letter.  This  had  chiefly  In  rlew  that  the  Oonslstories  particnlarlj  should  bare  t 
hand  and  take  part  In  the  union  sought,  in  order  tha.t  it  might  be  established  bj 
general  consent.  For  that  reason  also  the  (Classical)  letter  was  written  dlrectlj  to 
the  Consistories.  This  fact  necessarily  includes  tlie  presence  of  elders.  If  It  does 
not  put  them  first. 

2.  Because  such  action  Is  an  entire  departure  from  the  praiseworthy  custom  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  which  In  no  wise  approves  or  allows  the  goTemment  to  be  cod- 
flned  to  the  ministers.  In  order  to  prevent  tyranny  and  domination,  the  Cbtird 
adds  to  the  ministers  certain  men,  to  form  with  them  a  "Council  of  the  church," 
which  represents  and  rules  the  congregation.  [See  the  Form  for  the  Ordlnitloaof 
Blders].  Therefore  they  should  In  all  matters  tliat  come  up  relative  to  the  welfiie 
and  the  good  order  of  the  churches,  help  the  Ministers  of  the  Word,  with  good 
advice;  not  only  In  things  which  concern  particular  congregations,  but  espedtDj 
In  what  relates  to  the  churches  In  general.  To  shut  them  out,  therefore,  lodlettei 
at  least  a  self-assumed  sufficiency,  independently  of  them.  Their  office,  too,  ii 
especially  to  take  heed  to  the  teaching  and  conduct  of  tlie  Ministers  of  the  Woid. 
But  how  shall  they  do  that.  If  In  weighty  matters  they  are  absent,  take  no  put 
and  the  domlnes  act  alone. 

S.  Because  It  is  contrary  also  to  the  adopted  Church-Order.  This  requires  thtt 
delegates  shall  be  provided  with  credentials  and  instructions,  signed  by  those  who 
send  them;  and  that  an  elder,  as  well  as  a  minister,  shall  be  sent  from  each  ehareh 
—that  Is.  to  a  large  Assembly  or  Gathering  of  the  Overseers  of  neighboring  chorches. 
according  to  Church  Order.  Art.  83.  41.  Therefore  I  had,  for  this  occasion,  prorlded 
myself  anew,  and  also  my  elder,  with  credentials,  although  as  a  member  (of  Coetm) 
I  myself  did  not.  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus,  need  one.  Their  condTtct 
was  contrary,  also,  to  the  first  Article  of  the  OAStitution  of  tbe  Owtuf  whld 
requires  credentials  from  elders  coming  with  the  ministers. 

4.  Because  everything  might  still  have  remained  in  uncertainty.  If  Peace  bad.  b; 
them,  been  happily  secured.  For  If  their  consistories  and  congregations  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  matter  and  mode  of  procedure,  then  the  whole  business  would  be 
off,  as  near  or  as  far.  as  before.  If  not  worse.  This  objection  was  therefore  raised 
Some  kept  still.  Others  Indeed,  said  that  they  vouched  for  their  0>n8lstorieB  tcqiti- 
escing  in  whatever  they  (the  ministers)  did;  but  they  showed  no  evidence  of  bavlDsr 
had  such  general  power  entrusted  to  them.  But  even  If  that  were  so,  there  woaW 
then  have  been  Introduced  a  blind  submission  of  the  Consistory  to  the  action  of  tbe 
minlstprs  alone.  Thereby  also  a  Consistory  would  but  too  cleariy  show  that  it 
either  took  little  interest  In,  or  had  little  knowledge  of  their  office  and  duty;  orete 
allowed  a  confidence  and  Indulgence  greater  than  Is  customary,  and  especially  ti 
such  matters  as  bear  within  them  the  future  welfare,  quiet  and  upbuilding  of  their 
congregations.  In  this  way  a  minister  would  either  arrogate  to  himself  too  inwb> 
or  run  the  risk  of  having  his  action  rejected  by  the  congregation  and  come  to  nett- 
ing, or  cause  greater  discord,  as  we  have  before  observed. 

These  are  my  reasons  against  such  conduct;  and  I  have  deemed  It  the  more  neces- 
sary to  mention  this  matter  because  It  has  occurred  before.  Meetings  iiave  bees 
held  without  elders.  What  reason  they  have  for  acting  thus,  I  do  not  know.  If  ^ 
might  spare  space  to  guess— although  therein  one  might  go  astray — I  think  that  tbef 
are  afraid  that  theVr  o^fti  e\<\^t%  TD\\g4i\.  ^>a\^l  to  their  peculiar  objects.  This  ba» 
probably  In  some  me«L%TiT^  «At««l^i  wi<i\«t^\ 
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think  such  a  circumstance  might  Jnstlj  have  excused  the  Coetus,  if  it  had,  oat 
1  oat,  refaaed  to  treat  with  them  antll  thej  had  elders  with  them.  Bat  the 
^ta8  did  not  press  its  rights  In  this  respect,  and  negotiations  were  entered  into 
which  I  will  give  an  account  later  on.  On  these  slso  I  shall  have  some  remarks 
make. 

8  the  essential  points  in  this  transaction  were  prepared  and  commnnicated  in 
[ting  on  each  side.  I  know  Oif  no  better  waj.  than  to  communicate  the  leading 
:amenta  verbatlnL  The  first,  that  of  the  Ck>nferentie  containing  preliminary 
icles  of  Peace,  reads  as  follows: 

[Pboposals  of  the  Confbbentie  Ministbes.] 

Proposition  to  the  Brethren:*' 

.  *'That,  although  the  Key.  Glassls  of  Amsterdam  has  not  at  all  replied  to  oar 

^position,  we.  nevertheless,  oat  of  consideration  for  the  earnest  exhortation  to 

Xe  with  the  Rer.  Brethren  in  a  Coetns  on  the  old  footing,  are  perfectly  willing 

come  to  a  Union  with  the  Rev.  Brethren." 

.  "That,  hdwever.  having  nnderstood  from  previous  declarations  of  the  Rev. 

etus,  how  difficult  and  unprofitable  It  (the  Coetus)  is.  we  have  therefore  this  to 

ipose  as  being  exceedingly  necessary :    That  we  cannot  consider  a  Coetns  possible 

ong  us.  unless  In  weighty  matters,  about  which  there  might  be  a  difference,  the 

;IsIon  shall  rest  with  the  Rev.  Classls  alone;  and  to  that  end  the  whole  matter 

ill  be  laid  before  the  (Classical)  Assembly  by  both  parties.*' 

.  **That.  as  the  Rev.  Classls  has  heretofore  expressly  forbidden  the  examination 

d  ordination  of  students  in  this  country,  an  action  which  the  Synod  has.  indeed, 

lo  ratified,  though  only  recently;  we.  on  that  account,  disapproving  the  acts  of 

i  Brethren  in  this  matter,  cannot  recognise  those  examined  and  ordained  by  them. 

less  ratification  is  transmitted  by  order  of  those  whose  right  and  power  we 

toowledge  It  to  be." 

'In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  our  Oonferentie  Assembly. 

Gerard  Haaghoort." 

Rbplt  of  thb  Ooimre. 

This  Is  their  proposition.    The  answer  of  the  Coetus  follows,  and  reads  thus: 
..  **As  to  the  First  Article:    The  Rev.  Coetus  rejoices  In  the  fact  that  the  Rev. 
ethren  are  disposed  to  unite  themselves  as  earnestly  exhorted  thereto  by  the  Rev. 
assis,  in  a  Coetus  on  the  former  footing;  and  its  (the  0>etus's)  desire  is  that  it 
ght  take  place  at  once." 

!.  "In  answer  to  the  Second  Article:  The  Rev.  Coetus  notices  with  sorrow  that 
comes  too  much  In  confilct  with  the  first;  Inasmuch  as.  on  the  former  footing  of 
e  Coetns,  decision  by  a  majority  vote  was  especially  provided  for.  according  to 
lurch  Order.  Article  31." 

t.  "And  as  regards  the  Third  Article:  It  grieves  the  Rev.  Coetus  Assembly  that 
e  Brethren  disapprove  the  examination  and  ordination  of  students  done  by  our 
?v.  Assembly.  We  are  ignorant  of  that  express  prohibition  by  the  Rev.  Classls 
d  the  Synod,  of  which  your  Revs,  make  mention.  The  Coetus  is  ready  at  the 
oper  time  and  place,  to  prove  that  such  action  is  In  accordance  with  God's  Word 
d  the  salutary  Church  Government  of  our  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  This  appears 
)m  the  81st  Article  of  our  Confession  of  Faith,  the  4th  Article  of  the  Church- 
>der  before  mentioned,  as  well  as  the  constitutional  Articles  and  Regulations  of 
e  CJoetus.  From  these,  indeed,  'the  former  footing*  is  to  be  explained." 
•  New  York.  May  6th,  1760.    By  authority  of  the  Rev.  Coetus. 

B.  Vroman.  President 
D.  Marlnus.  Scriba." 
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This  answer  was  sent  to  the  Brethren  bj  a  committee,  al  which  I  waa  a  memta. 
An  oral  discussion  then  took  place.  In  which,  proof  of  aothority  was  demanded  fm 
the  ordinations  performed  by  the  Coetns.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  debtte  vm 
not  carried  on  with  any  too  preat  conrtesy,  and,  therefore.  It  did  not  help  the  cur 
rery  much.  Howeyer,  further  consideration  of  the  subject  and  an  answer  froa  the 
Coetns  were  asked  for.  This  was  granted  and  conreyed  to  them.  It  thai  ftuA 
recorded  In  the  minutes:— 


[FuBTHEB  Reply  of  the  Coetus.] 

"The  Meeting  having  been  opened  with  prayer,  the  ReT.  (Coetns)  Assemblr  ap^ 
earnestly  considered  the  proposition  made  by  the  (Con/erentle)  Brethren.  After 
mature  deliberation.  It  was  resolved  to  abide  by  its  former  reaolotlon.  This  wu 
done,  because.  In  our  Judgment,  If  we  granted  to  their  ReTS.  the  second  sad  tkM 
Articles,  this  would  only  tend  to  greater  confualon,  rather  than  to  Unloa  sad  tie 
healing  of  the  breach.  Yet  our  Ber.  Assembly  desires  from  the  bottmn  of  Us  keut 
a  Union,  so  salutary,  as  required  by  the  dlYine  Word,  with  our  elders.  In  a  Chriida 
Assembly.  Under  such  conditions,  and  In  accordance  with  God's  Word  and  oar  svi 
Reformed  Church  Conatltutlon,  tlie  wtffare  of  our  poor  and  predoos  eongrnitVi 
would  be  promoted. 

The  Constitutional  Rules  of  the  Coetns,  from  the  iirst,  wef«  well  composed  witk 
this  very  end  in  view.  If  In  any  point  these  Rules  needed  to  be  amended,  that  cosU 
certainly  be  best  done  when  all,  with  one  accord  were  again  united  together.  We 
are  sorry  that  the  Rey.  Brethren  should  be  suspicious  of  us  in  this  matter.  It  b 
our  desire  to  be  fortunate  enough  to  remove  all  suspicions;  and  tlkat  it  maj  bdr 
fully  appear  that  It  Is  our  Intention  only  to  honor  God,  to  promote  the  good  of  ov 
New  Netherland  Church,  even  unto  the  salvation  of  our  own  aoula,  we  herewith 
asanre  your  Revs,  of  our  sincere  desire  for  the  assistance  <rf  all  our  Ref6rmed  coo- 
gregatlons  and  elders.  All  these,  (churches  and  elders)  according  to  the  constitG- 
tlon  of  the  Netherland  Reformed  Church  to  which  we  are  all  bound  by  oath,  wis! 
to  bring  such  work  to  completion  In  the  Lord. 

Our  Rev.  Assembly's  heartfelt  desire,  still  continues  to  reach  out  after  TbIob: 
and  its  wish  Is,  that  this  matter  of  Union  may  continue  to  be  kept  alive,  tad 
receive  earnest  consideration  from  the  Brethren.  Or,  rather,  why  should  its  eei- 
slderatlon  not  take  place  at  once,  that  our  salutary  alms  may  be  reached  in  d« 
time?" 

This  was  signed  like  the  former. 


[Answer  of  the  Conferentie,] 

To  this  they  gave  the  following  answer: 

•'Worthy  Rrethren:    As  our  conversation  with  the  Brethren,  after  the  delivery f-f 

their  reply  yesterday,  had  In  view  the  further  remedying  of  the  matters  In  dispute: 

we  then  requested  the  Rev.  Brethren  further  to  consider  our  proposition.   We  W- 

had  no  other  aim  than  a  Union  on  the  letter  of  the  Rev.  Classls.    We  find,  neT€^ 

theless,  that  the  answer  contains  nothing  pertaining  to  the  matter,  save  a  tot  o. 

premeditated  reasonings,  which  are  a  pure  concatenation  of  words,  without  sen* 

or  meaning.    To  these  no  reply  can  be  made.    Wherefore  we  must  leave  the  mittrf 

In  dispute  until  further  notice,  in  order  that  we  may  ultimately  unite  on  a  pwT*' 

basis." 

*'  In  the  name  of  all  in  our  Assembly, 

J.  BltWHtt-" 

New  York.  May  11^,  Yl«i. 
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These  are  the  documents  of  each  side.  They  show  what  took  place  penc 
negotiations.    And  now  I  must  make  the  remarks  I  promised  to  make:— 

I  obsenre,  therefore,  that  the  reason  why,  in  that  iast  document,  a  new  si 
occurs,  is,  that  the  one  who  signed  the  first  communication,  (Haaghoort)  se 
himself  from  them,  protesting,  as  he  says,  against  their  action.  He  hims 
willing  to  unite  simply  on  the  letter  of  the  Classls,  but  the  others  were  nc 
yet,  they  say  in  what  precedes,  (the  First  Article),  that  they  intended  noth 
(than  union  on  the  basis  of  the  Classical  letter).  Do  they  not  clearly  coi 
themselves?  If  not,  to  what  purpose  are  those  two  additional  articles?  ** 
they  not  say,  **We  give  them  up?*'  Then  the  Union  would  be  at  once  c 
And,  if  Justly  considered,  how  Is  it  possible  for  one  who  holds  sound  vi 
Church  Goyemment,  to  allow  such  articles  at  all? 

(CoifSIDKRATION"  OF  THB  CONTRADICTIONS  OF  THB  CoNFKRJE 

THB  SbOOND  AbTICI^ES.) 
But  aside  fr(Hn  that:— 

First:  Their  contradictions,  as  observed  by  the  Coetus,  can  be  pointed 
three  ways: 

1.  In  relation  to  the  letter  of  Classls,  which  urges  a  union  on  the  basis  of 
footing  of  the  Coetus,  but  makes  no  mention  whatever  of  such  Articles;  1 
not  a  Jot  or  tittle  of  it  in  the  letter.  Now  they  say:— First,  that  they  are  wl 
unite  in  full,  according  to  the  letter  of  Classls,  on  the  old  footing;  and  j* 
deem  it  exceedingly  necessary  that,  for  a  basis,  and  without  which  the  Coet 
not  exist,  the  majority  vote  shall,  in  certain  cases,  not  have  force.  By  this  C 
though  not  mentioned  by  the  Classls,  the  letter  of  Classls  is  set  aside,  or  e 
In  substance,  not  considered  satisfactory.  Now  that  which  differs  in  su 
must  be  contradictory:  divenum,  if  not  oppoHtum, 

2.  Nor  does  it  agree  with  the  original  Rules  of  0>etus.  "Church  matters  i 
discussed  and  acted  oo  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Pom 
Unity,"  says  the  Fourth  Article  of  the  Constitution.  Therefore,  no  action 
taken  except  by  a  unanimous  or  a  majority  vote.  That  the  latter  is  meai 
namely,  a  majority  vote,  appears  from  Article  6;  '*Whoso  may  find  himself  as 
shall  have  the  right  to  appeal."  This  would  of  course,  be  needless,  if  action 
majority  were  excluded.  The  6th  Article  speaks  of  the  removal  of  dilferc 
doctrine  and  life.  These  are  removed  in  two  ways:  either  by  amendment  an< 
ciliation,  or  by  church  discipline.  Where  the  first  cannot  take  effect,  tb 
second  must  be  used.  It  is  this  which  they  particularly  want  to  have  exclud 
thus  they  contradict  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus. 

3.  Not  less  does  it  come  in  conflict  with  the  Church  Order.  This  declares  ai 
taken  by  a  majority  vote  to  be  firm  and  conclusive,  even  on  appeal,  or  a 
one  appeals  to  a  higher  Assembly,  as  seen  in  Article  8L  It  would  actuall 
the  Coetus  less  than  a  consistory,  according  to  Church  Order,  Article  7£ 
would  the  0>etus  be  made  altogether  an  impossible  body,  useless  and  unne< 
for,  if  a  consistory  needed  the  help  of  a  greater  Assembly,  and  the  Coetus  w 
(than  a  Consistory)  of  what  use  would  It  be?  Of  no  use  whatever.  One 
almost  say  that  they  cannot  mean  this;  or  that  the  concealed  aim  must 
destruction  of  the  Coetus. 

Secondly:    As  their  proposition  is  contrary  to  all  these  points,  so  It  is  also 
any  precedent  in  ecclesiastical  or  political  councils  of  which  I  have  ever 
heard.    That  which  is  without  any  precedent  or  example  must  be  a  pure  i 
the  advantage  of  which  must  clearly   appear,  or  which  must  otherwise 
adopted. 

Thirdly:  This  view  of  matters  might  easily  make  It  impossible  for  the  C< 
carry  anything  into  effect.    For  besides  the  fact  that  it  might  pave  the  way 
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ot  for  some  one  else  who  has  his  friends  and  some  repatattoD  In  the  Claasis.  to 
open  a  door  for  secretlj  pushing  through  some  artful  designs;  It  might  at  any  nte 
become  possible  to  force  needless  spokes  into  the  wheel,  and  to  deslipiate  anjtMss 
as  **a  matter  of  difference  of  opinion.'*  Even  the  manner  of  writing  to  the  Osssis 
might  be  made  a  cause  of  ** difference  of  opinion'*;  and  then,  bj  such  a  roJe,  the 
yery  correspondence  would  have  to  be  stopped,  and  the  entire  boslness,  jea,  trea 
the  Coetus  itself,  and  everything  else  would  come  to  an  end. 

Fourthly:  Such  an  innoyation  would  also  whollj  exclude  oar  ancient  usages,  wfth 
the  priyllege  of  appeal;  because  appeals  could  neyer  then  be  otlUaed.  And  slace 
there  is  a  stronger  basis  in  the  right  of  appeal,  and  greater  aecvrity  and  force,  to 
give  satisfaction  in  all  matters,  than  there  poosibly  can  be  In  this  new  notioB; 
therefore,  it  would  be  unreasonable  as  well  as  unsafe,  to  exchange  the  well-tzicd 
plan  for  plans  untried.  I  also  strongly  suspect  that,  when  the  matter  comes  to  be 
dispassionately  considered,  that  there  will  not  be  a  alnsle  conslatory  wliick  wiD 
not  disapprove  of  it.  Just  as  the  Coetus  has  already  done  and  even  In  a  strong 
manner. 

To  fortify  their  suggeetlon.  the  (Conferentle)  Brethren  baaed  their  plan  upon  t 
preyious  declaration  of  the  Coetus.  That  body  had  come  to  know  the  dlHlenltlefl  tad 
unprofitableness  of  itself.  But  how  perverted  is  the  declaration,  aa  now  quoted  tDd 
used  by  them  I  This  will  readily  and  clearly  appear  when  it  la  compared  with  tkt 
real  action  of  the  Coetus,  and  the  reasons  then  given.  They  (the  Conferentle)  nj 
the  difficulty  consists  In  deciding  am  action  by  a  mere  majority  vote:  (for  tkai 
stands  the  matter  in  the  opinion  of  the  minister  and  the  rural  elder;  it  was  tbcy 
who  first  conceived  this  Idea,  although  it  was  not  they  who  published  It);  and  tkat 
in  certain  cases,  the  decision  or  judgment  does  not  neat  entirely  and  solely  with  tte 
Classis  (Coetus?).  According  to  their  opinion.  It  is  thia  which  makes  the  CoetB 
entirely  useless  among  us.  But  the  Ck>etus  holds  that  it  conaista  in  not  havtiif 
power  to  utter  final  decisions  or  to  make  candidates  and  ministers,  or,  especially,  to 
carry  on  correspondence  with  the  Classis.  etc. 

Now.  let  every  one  judge  whether  their  quotation  (of  the  language  of  the  Goets^ 
has  been  made  in  good  faith ;  and  whether  their  view  of  the  matter  would  not  make 
things  worse  than  they  were  before.  Let  it  be  known  that  their  quotation  hif 
reference  to.  or  is  taken  out  of  a  (circular)  letter,  dated  September  19, 17M.  addressed 
by  the  Coetus.  before  the  separation,  to  the  several  congregatioaa.  In  this  drcahr 
the  Coetus  proposed  to  turn  itself  into  a  Classis  and  to  aak  the  approval  of  tbe 
Synod,  etc.  To  what  strange  use  in  more  than  one  respect,  this  letter  has  been  pot, 
I  now  pass  by.  I  observe  only,  that  some  have  wanted  to  prove  therefrom,  tbe 
Illegality  of  the  Coetus  ordinations,  because  the  Coetus  acknowledges  that  it  has  do 
power  to  ordain,  etc.  But  whoever  is  even  partially  without  prejudice,  and  inclined 
to  give  slight  attention  to  the  connection,  will  readily  perceive  that  a  power  is  here 
spoken  of.  not  such  as  is  inherent  and  real,  like  the  power  of  the  eldership,  but  t 
power  capable  of  being  exercised  according  to  circumstances  and  custom.  That  ti 
why  the  word  present  is  used  three  times  (in  that  Circular  Letter):— the  presest 
Ck)€tus,  the  present  organization,  and  the  present  method  of  procedure.  Yet.  erea 
if  the  Coetus  had  at  that  time  said,  out  and  out.  that  it  had  the  power,  and  nov 
said  something  different,  giving  proof  from  the  Rules  of  Coetna,  from  the  Reformed 
Church  Ck)n8titutlon.  and  from  God's  Word— which  view  would  finally  have  to 
stand?  Would  not  the  latter,  of  course,  as  having  a  better  foundation?  Sed  hoe  est 
digreseum. 

These  are  the  objections  which  I  have  against  the  Second  Article  of  the  (ColLfe^ 
entle)  Brethren,  and  against  their  way  of  preeentlng  it.  Can  any  one  see  in  thit 
(Article)  so  much,  as  to  consider  it  "exceedingly  n<ecessary?*'  I,  Indeed,  cannot 
see  it,  but  I  see  rather  the  contrary.  It  must  therefore  be  a  matter  of  difference  is 
light  snd  opinion,  whatever  the  cause,  and  wherever  the  mlaconceptlon  may  He. 
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The  Eight  of  Obdentation. 

Haying  thus  considered  and,  as  I  tblnk,  proved  the  Second  Article  to  be  w! 
nnfonnded,  I  must  now  consider  wliether  they  are  any  better  off  with  their  1 
Article.  In  order  to  give  this  Article  weight  and  authority,  at  this  time,  they 
It  upon  a  fonper  express  prohibition  of  the  Glassls  (to  ordain).  This  affords  i 
the  reason  to  disapprove  of  the  examinations  and  ordinations  of  students  in 
conntry;  but  where  or  when  this  prohibition  was  issned  they  do  not  show.  In 
respect,  therefore,  they  have  failed.  But  to  serve  them,  I  will  without  any 
cealment,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  matter,  quote  all  that  the  CI 
has  uttered  on  this  point. 

1.  A  letter  had  been  written  by  the  Classis,  even  before  the  year  1737,  which 
not  have  at  hand  at  present;  otherwise  I  would  give  the  very  date  and  wo 
This  letter  recommends  the  holding  of  a  Coetus,  and  also  refers  to  the  making 
few  Rules;  but  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  (the  Rules)  were  mostly,  11 
wholly,  of  a  negative  character:— the  Classis  does  not  allow  the  Coetus  to  do 
that  and  the  other  thing,  and  among  these,  was  that  of  promoting  (examining 
ovdaining)  students. 

In  passing,  I  might  here  ask  the  Classis  to  inform  me,  what  the  (foetus  shoul 
Allowed  to  do;  or  anyone  who  desires  to  exercise  his  intelligence  will  never  be  8 
lied  with  bare  negotiations.  And,  what  is  more,  to  hold  a  Coetus  and  then  i 
nothing,  is  a  contradiction.  Nevertheless,  the  Coetus,  having  met  after  the  re 
of  this  letter,  adopted  Rules  for  conducting  its  business;  (April  27,  1738,  p.  : 
and,  also,  in  particular,  for  promoting  (students,  by  examination,  license,  and 
nation);  and  all  this  was  to  be  done  without  exception  (limitation?)  as  I  shall  1 
after  show.  (Sept.  28,  1748,  page  8084).  And  these  Rules,  which  the  Coetus  ado; 
the  Classis  approved,  and  thereby  changed  its  previous  attitude  on  these  mal 
In  particular  cases,  the  Classis  expressly  allowed  the  Coetus  to  examine  and  or 
That  Is  sufficiently  well-known.  Thereby,  the  Classis  distinctly  recognized 
power  of  the  (foetus  to  promote.  Now,  if  the  Ck>etus  has  the  power  in  one 
then  it  has  it  also  in  another.  That  is  a  mathematical  conclusion.  That  a  sp 
order,  or  rather  a  consent  to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  the  Classis  does  not  co 
the  actual  power,  the  Classis  knows  very  well.  I  will  also  subsequently  prove 
■u<di  an  issue  of  orders  is  at  best  but  a  needless  compliment.  The  Classis  is  us 
careful  in  expressing  itself,  by  saying,  '*We  permit  it;*'  or  "we  do  not  permit 
'*it  is  our  pleasure",  etc.,  as  it  is  accustomed  to  express  itself  In  its  letters. 

A  question  arises  here,  whether  permitting  or  not  permitting  a  thing,  is,  In  ii 
an  express  command  or  prohibition?  Balaam  was  permitted  to  go  to  Balak, 
yet  he  transgressed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  In  so  doing,  and  sinned  g 
ooaly;  Numbers,  22.  Saul  consented  to  and  took  pleasure  in  the  death  of  Ste] 
but  he  did  not  command  it,  for  he  had  no  power  to  command  It;  Acts.  8  and  9. 
according  to  the  common  opinion  among  men,  consent  or  permission  differs 
commanding.  Neither  is  the  absence  of  a  permission  an  actual  prohibition. 
did  not.  Indeed,  consent  to  the  evil  deeds  of  his  sons,  but  he  had  not  pioperly 
bidden  them,  and  that  was  his  sin,  1  Sam.  2  and  8. 

A  second  question  is  this:  Even  though  there  were,  in  ftict,  an  express  pro 
tlon  or  command  of  the  Classis,  would  that  make  a  matter  either  legal  or  ill< 
I  cannot  believe  that  sny  one  will  calmly  take  that  position;  since  that  vi 
necessarily  ascribe  to  the  Classis  a  supreme  legal  power  over  us.  But  this  w 
^Uny  the  sole  power  of  Christ,  reject  the  authority  of  Sacred  Scripture,  and  op] 
it  not  subvert,  the  Constitution  of  the  Church.    The  Classis  might  at  some  1 


•Allusions  were  occasiooally  made  to  a  Coetus,  before  1787.     See  Jan.  11, 
ip.  2664),  and  then  pages  S679-270L    Also  special  letters  of  Glassls,  June  9,  1738, 
Pp.  8718-18. 
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forbid  the  common  people  the  use  of  the  Bible.  Would  it,  for  that  retaon.  b> 
nnlawfal  (to  read  the  Bible)?  It  might  forbid  the  bishops  (minlsten)  of  the  Otnck 
to  manr.  Would  that  make  their  marriage  Illegal  or  dishonorable?  It  might  coo- 
mand  the  reverencing  of  images,  or  praying  to  the  saints,  or  considering  the  Cltitb 
Itself  Infallible.  Wonid  that  make  such  things  legal  and  right?  Of  coarse,  bo  pn^ 
son  of  the  Reformed  faith  can  hold  snch  riews. 

And  no  more  can  an  ordination,  which  Is  performed  In  the  Name  of  Cbrlit.  ifid 
according  to  his  Word,  and  in  conformity  with  the  real  Constitution  of  the  Cboith. 
be  illegal,  even  If  the  Classis  had  expressly  forbidden  It.  That,  howerer.  hat  aefcr 
yet  been  done;  neither  conld  a  command  of  the  Classis  make  it  lawful.  TherdSne 
the  conclnslon  Is  that  that  which  is  so  absurd  that  It  cannot  be  regarded  at  a  in- 
hibition, much  leas  a  positive  prohibition,  and  which,  (whatever  It  Is),  has  be^n  tin 
repealed,  the  contrary  (promotions)  having  been  permitted  to  some  extent,  can  In  u 
wise  serve  the  purpose  of  this  Third  Article  (of  the  Conferentle). 

Bumor  mentions  also  another  subsequent  letter,  which.  It  is  said  must  have  beet 
written  not  long  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Coetus.  This  letter,  also.  I  do  Mt 
have  in  my  possession,  and  so  I  cannot  quote  the  exact  words;  but  I  can  see  we8 
enough  that  It  Is  of  the  same  Import  as  the  previous  one,  namely,  "We  do  sflt 
permit*',  etc.    This  Is  sufficiently  answered  in  what  has  been  said  before. 

There  is  still  another  letter  from  the  Classis.  dated  April  5.  175S.  wbieh  I  d> 
possess,  and  to  which,  in  connection  with  the  mentioning  of  the  Synod.  refipRBce 
must  be  made.  For  a  better  understanding  I  give  the  entire  paragraph  relatfaic  ts 
this  matter  as  it  reads:— "With  heartfelt  urgency  and  with  all  sincerity.  weidviK 
the  restoration  of  the  divided  (foetus;  Inasmuch  as  the  Classis  of  Amsterdtm  eoa- 
slders  all  the  special  sessions,  resolutions,  censures,  projects,  etc.,  of  the  one  ptrty 
as  well  as  of  the  other,  from  the  time  that  the  unfortunate  disruption  took  placf; 
as  null  and  void;  and  also  that  the  Classis  can  do  nothing  of  Importance  ontU  700 
Revs,  shall  have  settled  matters,  and  united  together  again  In  a  Coetus.**  Thus  tke 
Classis  speak  In  this  letter.  * 

1.  Nothing  is  really  said  here  about  '*  promotions*'  And  In  the  same  way  that  oat 
might  want  to  make  it  apply  to  promotions,  so  it  might  be  made  to  apply  to  ewry- 
thing  which  pertains  to  the  ministry.  In  particular:  It  might  be  made  to  apply  ti 
"meetings"  to  sook  reunion.  These  would  then  also  be  expressly  forbidden,  start 
"meetings**  are  named;  since  they  too,  are  then  illegal,  they  could  not  be  belt 
Although  Classis  so  strongly  urges  union,  it  could  never  be  effected. 

2.  Licensure  and  ordination  cannot  be  referred  to  In  this  letter,  except  theppb«t 
contradiction  of  terms;  for  the  Classis  says  that  It  cannot  acoompllsh  anytUB& 
while  conditions  are  as  they  are.  Hence  It  does  not  positively  forbid  promotions^  i» 
they  are  not  excluded  by  name. 

3.  Should  It  be  urged,  however,  that  the  prohibition  sought  for  Is.  In  fact,  Indndet 
It  Is  not,  as  one  says,  expressly  stated.  And,  If  it  were,  the  Classis  has  by  ImpUei- 
tlon  revoked  it  in  Its  last  letter,  which  caused  the  renewed  efforts  for  peace,  by 
saying:  "That  the  Classis  Is  wholly  unable  to  judge  about  our  matten,  for* 
against  the  one  party  or  the  other."  Now,  how  can  that  be  forbidden  whkh  k 
Incapable  of  being  judged?  In  the  same  letter,  even  they  in  some  degree  appmt 
of  these  things,  by  saying,  "even  though  some  good  results  might  be  secured.**  Wi 
seems  to  have  ordinations  (promotions)  specially  In  view;  for  they  subseqseotir 
ask,  whether,  in  other  respects,  greater  harm  would  not  be  done?  To  this  I  aM««. 
No;  for  things  can  hardly  be  worse  than  they  have  been  heretofore. 

4.  Those  candidates  or  ministers  whom  our  Brethren  think  they  must  reject.  vp« 
the  strength  of  this  prohibition  of  Classis,  cannot  be  Included  therein,  for  tkit 
letter  (of  Classis)  was  written  long  before  the  Coetus  effected  the  first  of  those  pn- 
motions.  Now,  an  effect  cannot  precede  Its  cause.  If  the  prohibition  antktpitfi 
such  acts,  tlie  transgression  of  It  would  be  blamable.  But  the  Glasiis  caaDot  hiit 
meant  that  by  \l;  toT  vabae^vuently  It  kept  wholly  sUent  about  thsae  pwwwtfii^ 
although  the  Coetoa,  w^A.  ^To\i«XAi  Voa  ^\»v»KB^\a  tsjt  tha  Ooetus  alsOb  f*'*  ** 
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nformatlon  of  them  every  time,  although  In  what  form,  I  don't  know.  But  this  I 
lo  know,  that  the  Classla  never  wrote  the  least  dlsapproyal  of  them  to  the  Coetns, 
lecanse  It  well  knew  that  It  conld  not  disapprove  them,  without  contradicting  Its 
»wn  Oonstltntlon  and  Acts. 

AoTioK"  OF  THB  Synod. 

The  (Oonferentle)  Brethren  also  think  that  their  disapproval  Is  confirmed  bj  the 
inthority  of  the  Synod.  I  will  give  the  words  of  the  Synod  which  are  as  follows: 
'The  Christian  Synod  advises  them  to  remain  In  correspondence  with,  and  In  sub- 
jection to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  and  to  strive  unanimously  for  the  restoration 
>f  the  Coetus,  which  had  so  unhappily  become  divided;  adding,  that  all  the  Acts, 
idopted  by  either  of  the  dissevered  fragments,  or  such  as  may  hereafter  be  adopted 
>y  them,  are  declared  to  be  null  and  void,  and  will  be  held  to  be  of  no  value."  This 
w&B  done  July  27,  1766. 

Before  this  can  be  applied  to  the  Coetus,  It  must  be  proved  that  the  Coetus  is  a 
llssevered  fragment.  But  I  deny  this,  without  Just  now  giving  my  reasons  there- 
for. I  have  already  discussed  everything  relating  to  these  promotions— (Ucenslngs 
>r  ordinations).  But  said  Act  Is  not  so  much  an  Act  of  the  Synod  as  of  the  Classls; 
for  the  Synod,  at  first,  was  determined  to  postpone  the  business  considering  that  it 
lad  not  yet  been  fully  matured.  And  no  wonder;  for  they  had  the  documents  of 
>nly  one  of  the  parties.  But  when  they  were  further  enlightened,  as  they  express 
t,  by  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam,  the  Synod  then  took  this  action.  For  the  Classls 
lad  undertaken  to  defend  the  (opponents  of  the)  Coetus,  before  the  Synod,  on  the 
t>asi8  of  the  documents  of  one  side  only.  Is  this  acc(»ding  to  the  Dutch  motto: 
'Audi  et  alteram  partem"?  Nevertheless,  thus  far,  God  has  prevented  that  party 
fnHD  triumphing  over  the  Coetus. 

At  this  point  I  must  make  another  observation  on  the  singular,  the  presumptuous, 
Qot  to  say  incredible  declaration,  that  "the  resolutions  which  may  hereafter  be 
idopted  are  Invalid":  whether  they  be  good  or  evil.  Just  or  unjust,  profitable  or 
injurious;  yea,  a  resolution  looking  to  peace  must,  on  that  account,  be  invalid.  One 
reads,  indeed,  of  papal  absolutions  and  excommunications,  which  forgive  or  retain 
lins,  future  as  well  as  past  and  present;  but  I  have  never  before  come  across  the 
loing  of  such  a  thing  by  an  Assembly  of  the  Reformed  Church.  However,  I  cannot 
relieve  that  they  Intended  that  their  words  should  reach  so  far,  although  the  sen- 
^nce  seems  to  convey  that  Idea.  But  I  believe  that  their  aim  was  to  attain  peace, 
ind,  to  that  end,  to  employ  startling  means,  as  if  no  others  were  near  at  hand. 

At  any  rate,  the  sentence  could  not  have  alluded  especally  to  the  subject  of  pro- 
notions,  because  that  was  not  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  therefore  the  sub- 
lect  of  "promotions"  was  not  Involved  In  the  declaration.  Also,  in  the  following 
rear,  that  subject  was  left  entirely  out,  although  the  disapproval  of  the  Classls 
ivas  repeated.  And  in  the  second  year  following,  the  Synod  referred  the  whole 
natter  back  to  the  Classls  of  Amsterdam.  Upon  the  receipt  of  what  further  Infor- 
natlon  this  was  done,  I  have  not  yet  learned.  Nor  can  I  comprehend,  and  har- 
nonize  with  the  constitution,  the  reference  of  a  matter  by  a  greater  body  to  a  less. 
>ne  would  say,  I  think,  that  an  action  has  thereby  become  invalid  (or  weakened?) 

The  Synod,  on  being  recently  asked  for  permission  to  make  a  particular  ordination 
promotion)— I  do  not  now  say  by  whom,  and  for  whon>— feared  that  by  granting 
Mm  request,  it  might  lay  a  bridge  for  the  project  of  hereafter  acting  in  a  Classical 
capacity.  The  Synod  speaks  softly  about  granting  the  right  to  ordain,  as  though 
m willing  Itself  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  It.  Neither  ought  it  to  be;  for  I  would 
observe,  that  a  firm  foundation  has  already  been  laid,  and  a  highway  opened  by  the 
jord  Jesus  Christ,  for  this,  as  well  as  some  other  matters.  Thereore,  In  respect  to 
Ills  matter,  no  human  bridges  are  needed.  If  It  (the  Classls  or  Synod)  Is  able  to, 
ind  Is  willing  to  give  us  fraternal  help  by  word  "and  deed,  I  for  one,  desire  axLl 
iray  for  the  same. 
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FuBTHiat  Remabxs  on  thb  Position  of  tkk  Confkbxni 

THS  BlOHT  OF  ObDINATTON. 

I  do  not  know  of  anjrtblng  else  coming  from  Claasis  or  Synod  tlimt  I 
adduce.  If  the  (ConferentSe)  Bretiuen  hare  anjthing  more  to  vopport  then 
poeltlont,  tbey  will  have  to  communicate  it.  For  in  all  that  has  l>eea 
(from  Claasia  or  Synod),  no  exprees  mention  is  made  of  either  promotions 
hitions.  In  my  Judgment,  there  can  be  no  express  prohibiticm  without  st 
the  Reformed  Chnrch  Coostitntion.  Wliat  one  may  think  of  draining  oi 
Constitntioo  by  inference,  is  another  matter,  and  not  to  the  point  here,  i 
since  these  things  (promotions)  hare  been  done,  neither  Claasls  nor  Synod  t 
the  slightest  protest  against  them;  but  such  protest  would  certainly  liare  i 
If  they  liad  had  such  prohibition  In  mind.  Is  It  not,  then,  rather  a  bold  re 
the  part  of  our  (Conferentie)  Brethren,  and  that  without  the  presence  of  c 
go  beyond  Classis  and  Synod  In  respect  to  such  disapproTals?  And  to 
conditions  which  these  bodies  hare  not  even  hinted  at?  Are  these  pre 
Articles  looking  toward  peace  really  wise  and  prudent?  Had  the  0>et 
exception  to  those  who  caused  unchurchly  breaches  in  the  congregations,  n: 
time  as  they  made  satisfaction,  would  not  the  remark  readily  hare  bee 
"You  are  disturbing  the  peace?**  And  yet  there  would  Justly  hare  be 
ground  for  doing  that.  May  not  their  act,  then,  be  Justly  called  **a  dlsti 
the  peace?*'  Especially  so,  because  upon  this,  their  foundation,  unstable 
they  proceed  to  demand  a  reordination  (of  those  ordained  by  the  0>etiii 
say,  **they  cannot  recognise  those  who  have  been  promoted,  except  upon  t 
of  those,  whom  theif  recognize,  as  haying  the  right  and  power  to  tran: 
authority  thereunto.  This  power  must  refer  to  that  of  the  Classis  or  the  S 
to  both.  Their  hsTlng  the  right  and  power  to  transmit  such  authority 
proof  from  the  Word  of  God.  and  from  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
I  believe  that  such  proof  will  t>e  found  lacking.  Have  they  the  power  and 
ordain?  It  is  well.  There  their  power  must  end.  This  I  will  subsequeotl 
llsh.  If  they  have  not  the  power  and  right  thereto,  then  their  alleged  groa 
re-ordlnation  falls  away. 

How  our  Brethren  could  so  easily,  not  to  say  thoughtlessly,  hare  come  tc 
demand  for  a  re-ordlnation.  I,  indeed,  know  not;  since  the  fact  is.  owId 
variety  of  questions  involved,  (in  ordinations),  and  the  serious  results  U 
there  is  even  more  reason  for  not  going  to  work  lightly  in  such  a  matter, 
that  of  re-baptising.  Synodlcal  enactments  disapprove,  in  cases  of  bapt 
formed  by  papal  priests  and  other  irregulars,  of  re-baptisms,  if  only  the  F 
been  used  as  given  in  God's  Word.  So,  If  in  examining  and  promoting,  th* 
has  observed,  not  only  the  actual  requirements  of  God*s  Word,  but  also  th 
tant  details  of  the  Reformed  Church  Constitution,  so  that  It  has  been  done  c 
ecclesiastically  considered,  then  the  demand  (for  re-ordination)  is  unfoundei 
as  foolish.  Yes,  I  doubt  whether  In  our  whole  country  they  will  find  one 
C<Misistory  which  will  fully  agree  with  them  in  this  matter.  Nor  can  I  beli 
any  Reformed  Classis  or  Synod  can  be  brought  to  accept  this  idea  of  theii 
less  to  give  such  order  for  a  re-ordination. 

The  Inhebjbnt  Right  and   Authority   of   thb  Cost 

License  and  Ordain. 

But  possibly  they  will  say  that  the  Coetus  has  neither  right  nor  power  ti 
and  ordain,  and,  therefore,  such  promotions  are  nil,  and  all  must  be  dc 
again.  The  Coetus  Itaelf  has  offered  to  prove  its  right  and  authority  on  tli 
I  ahaU  subject  to  cott«c\\oi\«  «&\«lt%^  «l  Ve^^  ^\i  \XA%  aubject.    If  I  can  tbt 
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the  Ooetus  or  anj  body;  or  contribute  something  towards  maintaining  the  right  and 
the  tme  Ohrlstlan  liberty  of  our  chnrchee,  I  will  consider  labor  snflUciently  rewarded. 

Obserying  the  confused  and  oppressed  condition  of  our  churches,  I  have  already 
directed  my  thoughts  to  this  matter,  and  written  quite  elaborately  upon  it;  espe- 
cially about  the  right  and  power  of  our  eldership  in  this  country,  to  qualify  and 
•end  forth  ministers  of  the  Word.  This  document  now  lies  before  me,  and  may, 
perhaps,  hereafter,  be  published  in  full.  This,  howerer.  will  never  be  done  by  my 
consent,  if  preserving  the  right  and  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  we  shall  secure 
peace.    I  shall  now  simply  quote  and  communicate  the  chief  points  of  my  arguments. 

In  the  first  place  I  prove  the  liberty,  usefulness,  right,  necessity  and  duty  of  all 
neighboring  churches  In  the  country,  to  hold  ecclesiastical  meetings  among  them- 
•elves,  by  means  of  their  official  representativec,  and  to  exercise  ecclesiastical 
government  according  to  the  Word  of  God. 

And  secondly,  I  prove  that  such  local  Assemblies,  in  every  place,  have  the  right 
and  authority,  yea,  that  they  must  consider  it  their  duty,  to  qualify  and  send  forth 
ministers. 

In  reference  to  the  first  point,  I  employ  the  following  arguments:— 

1.  The  vicissitudes  and  changes,  in  times,  circumstances,  morals  and  conditions  of 
the  churches.  These,  as  Rev.  Parens  well  says,  require,  not  only  various  regula- 
tions, but  sometimes  those  of  quite  different  character.  These  things  cannot  well 
be  attended  to  at  a  distance,  or  outside  of  such  local  Assemblies.  Therefore  such 
Assemblies  must  or  ought  to  be  held. 

2.  Many  difficulties  and  questions  occur,  concerning  which  the  Holy  Scriptures 
give  no  definite  decisions.  Now  these  must  be  considered  and  treated  according  to 
the  Justice  and  equity  of  each  case,  and  in  a  manner  most  conformable  to  the  Faith. 
To.  this  end  Assemblies  are  necessary  and  useful. 

8.  My  third  and  principal  proof  is  taken  from  Holy  Scripture,  particularly  from 
the  following  texts:--l  Cor.  10:31,  "Do  all  to  the  glory  of  God;"  Phil.  4:8,  "What- 
soever things  are  true,  just,  pure,  etc.,  think  on  these  things;**  Is.  32:20.  "Blessed 
are  ye  that  ^w  beside  all  waters;  but  especially,  1  Cor.  14:40,  "Let  everything  be 
done  decently  and  in  order."  This,  says  Pareus,  Calvin  and  other  eminent  men.  Is 
the  Chief,  the  Universal,  and  the  Fundamental  Law,  comprising  a  binding  rule  for 
the  entire  (Christian)  Household;  It  represents  the  government  of  the  Church  for 
all  times  and  places.  The  doctrine  having  been  established,  the  mere  Rules  of  Order 
are  left  to  her  own  option  and  authority.  Thus  Liberty  is  given  in  reference  to 
the  mode  In  which  ecclesiastical  ordinances  and  laws  shall  be  Introduced,  as  edifi- 
cation in  each  locality  shall  require,  etc.  This  constitutes  the  very  distinction 
between  the  pious  laws  of  the  congregation  and  the  tyrannical  commandments  of 
the  Pope. 

4.  My  fourth  proof  is  from  the  opinion  of  Professor  Voetlus  In  his  "Church 
Polity**,  Third  Part,  page  127,  seq.  after  having  previously  established  several 
points,  as 

(1)  That  the  authority  of  "Correspondence ",— for  thus  he  calls  the  association  in 
a  Classis  or  Synod,— resides  originally  in  the  oongregationa,  and  is  not  derived  from 
Classis  or  Synod. 

(2)  That  for  certain  reasons  the  "Correspondence"  may  be  broken  off,  and  entered 
into  with  others. 

(8)  That  Classes  and  Synods  are  formed,  not  to  rob  congregations  of  their  rights, 
but  to  increase  the  same. 

(4)  That  congregational  government  can  exist  without  Correspondence. 

(5)  That  Correspondence  ought  not  to  be  undertaken,  except  It  may  Impart  a 
flpnnder  life,  a  greater  safety,  and  a  readier  help,  and  other  like  things.  How  and 
in  what  way  these  propositions  apply  to  our  condition,  every  person  of  Intelligence 
can  readily  make  out  Next  comes  tliis  great  man's  proposition:— That  it  is  not  only 
lawful,  but  useful  also,  yea,  quite  necessary,  for  indvidoal  churches,  or  selected 
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eongregatioas  to  seek  a  closer  onion  In  a  Glaaals  or  Synod.  The  pzooflB  lie  nji.  ut 
partly  real  and  partly  flcnratlye,  (eyirendlyk,  obelgendlyk.)  They  are  taken  ettter 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject  Itaelf,  or  from  the  atatemente  made  Those  tika 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject  aro  threefold: 

1.  Positively  dlTlne.  1  Naturally  right.  S.  PermlaslTely  dlTine.  These  polBti  ke 
enlarges  upon,  until  he  adduces  the  practlye  of  the  orthodox  Church  of  an  tias. 
He  also  shows  in  his  course  of  reasoning,  that  In  this  way  congregations  are  amv 
readily  supplied  with  ministers,  and  the  sons  of  the  prophets  are  more  nttfy 
advanced.  This  reasoning,  then,  contains  an  argument  to  the  effect  that  rack  hod 
Assemblies,  consisting  of  the  officials  of  nelghborlniT  churches,  haye  the  ilgkt  aai 
the  authority  to  commission  ministers  of  the  Word;  and  from  this  right  our  eosstiy 
may  in  no  wise  be  excluded.  I  will  add  the  grounds  of  my  arguments  to  dmas 
Btrate  a  little  further  our  right  and  authority  in  this  matter. 

1.  My  first  proof  is  taken  from  Holy  Scripture,  as  that  ought  at  all  times  to  kive 
the  preference:  and,  indeed,  principally,  from  1  Tim.  4^^  "With  the  layhif  os  o( 
the  hands  of  the  Presbytery,**  (ouderilngschaps).  By  Pieabytery  (or  Eldesriiip)  vt 
must  understand  the  CoIIegie  or  Assembly  of  Officials,  (Opdenders,  Oyerseecs),  oflie 
or  less  in  number,  even  if  there  were  but  two  or  three.  In  connection  with  the  Bal- 
ing Elders,  according  to  Matt.  18:20.  And  accordlniT  to  the  Oonncll  of  Nice  tbeie 
ahould  be  at  least  three,  and  these  from  the  Oyerse^v  ot  the  nelghhoring  toetlidn. 
Such  must  do  the  examining  and  ordaining,  for  "the  laying  on  of  hands'*  esaipdM 
eyerythlng  pertaining  to  this  matter.  This  is  the  only  place  In  the  New  TestemBt 
which  really  Indicates  the  parties  to  whom  pertains  the  laying  on  of  hands.  TVsi 
must  perform  this  act,  or,  by  them  it  must  be  done. 

Therefore,  by  a  posltiyely  dlylne  right  the  Eldership  (or  Presbytery)  mtj  lad 
must  do  the  laying  on  of  hands,  that  is,  perform  Ordination,  (promotle  uytroetea). 
Our  Coetus  is  a  Presbytery  (Ouderllngschap).  Therefore  our  Cx>etu8  may  and  DfBt 
do  these  things.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  will  undertake  to  say  that  ov 
0>etu8  does  not  constitute  a  formal  Presbytery.  My  minor  premise,  then,  is  a  firs 
and  good  one.  They  who  deny  the  major  premise  contradict  the  Bible.  It  remaioi. 
then,  a  firm  and  sure  matter,  that  our  Coetus  has  the  right  and  authority  to  promoct 
(or  license  and  ordain). 

2.  My  second  proof  Is  taken  from  the  custom  and  practice  of  the  orthodox  (JhutI 
of  all  times.  She,  in  the  qualifying  and  eommiselonlng  of  ministers,  has  alwiy* 
noted  In  accordance  with  the  above  mentioned  theory.  This  can  be  proved  froa 
ancient  and  more  recent  ecclesiastical  laws  and  authors,  and  that  more  numeroiBlf 
than  we  can  quote.  That  then  which  afrrees  with  the  standing  custom  of  tbc 
Church,  as  based  upon  God's  Word,  must  be  just  and  lawful.  And  *' promotioai'' 
performed  by  our  Coetus  bamionlEe  therewith.    Ergo,  they  are  right  and  lawful. 

3.  My  third  proof  has  Its  foundation  in  our  Confession  of  Faith.  Articles  30-S.  It 
is  therein  declared:  "As  for  the  ministers  of  God*s  Word,  whatever  the  plact  to 
which  they  are,  they  have  under  Jesus  Christ,  equally  the  same  power  and  authority: 
as  they  are  all  ministers  of  Christ,  the  only  Universal  Bishop  and  the  only  Head«f 
the  Church."  If.  then,  the  ministers  in  Holland  have  the  power  to  promote,  tlie 
ministers  in  America  must  also  have  it— "the  same  power.^  Otherwlae  this  '*Cat- 
fesslon  of  Faith"  Is  neither  right  nor  true.  Now,  every  one  acknowledges  thit  li 
Holland  they  have  that  power.  Even  so.  it  must  be  admitted  that  we,  too,  to  tbk 
country,  have  that  same  power:  or  else  they  contradict  themselves  and  thli  Cte- 
fesslon  also.  That.  then,  which  has  been  done  upon  such  authoritatlye  gtoso* 
must  be  right  and  lawful.  Promotions  done  by  our  0>etn8  rest  on  such  grooDdi- 
Ergo,  they  are  right  and  lawful. 

4.  My  fourth  proof  I  must  find  in  the  Church  Order,  for  appeals  aie  made  to  tkit 
almost  more  frequently  than  to  the  Bible.    Well,  then: 

a)  In  what  I  said  before  in   reference  to  "Equal   Rights",  Article  8i  (of  tbi 
Church  Order^,  serves  m^  v^Tvo*fe\  **'^<i  tJtL-wfcV  ahall  lord  It  orer  other  chaw*** 
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I  nndentand  by  tbls,  not  only  particular  congregations,  but  especially  "Gharcbea 
in  different  conntrles.  Now,  to  refuse  to  one4>f  tbese  *'Cbnrcbes**  In  some  land,  an 
authority  which  another  "Church"  enjoys.  Is  "lording  over  It;"  inasmuch  as  It 
conflicts  with  "equal  rights",  and  so  Introduces  a  "supremacy"  and  "authority" 
of  one  oyer  the  other.  To  avoid  this,  therefore,  our  country  must  be  allowed  the 
power  of  ordination. 

(2)  A  Classls  must  consist  of  neighboring  churches,  according  to  Article  41.  Our 
Assembly,  although  under  the  name  of  Ooetus,  fully  complies  with  this.  A  Classls 
must  examine  and  ordain,  according  to  Article  4.  Therefore  our  Coetus  may,  and 
must  do  this,  according  to  Church  Order;  for  it  possesses  the  properties  of  a  Classls. 
Voetius  says  that  the  presence  of  a  Deputatus  Synodi  is  only  a  circumstantial  and 
transient  affair,  and  does  not  belong  to  the  essential  character  of  the  body.  As  to 
the  rest,  there  is  nothing  against  it  in  the  Church  Order,  and  this  is  plainly  in 
Ulvot  of  it. 

(3)  It  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  prove  that  an  ordination,  performed  in  this 
country,  is  more  nearly  in  accordance  with  Church  Order  than  an  ordination  which 
the  Classls  of  Amsterdam  performs  for  our  congregations.  For  (a)  Among  us  the 
choice  of  the  minister  is  made  by  the  Consistory  and  the  Deacons;  but  this  is  not 
so  done  in  the  Classls,  talking  ancient  customs  into  consideration,  (b)  Among  us  the 
name  of  the  person  called  is  duly  announced,  and  the  members  of  the  congregation 
give  their  consent;  but  in  the  Classls  this  is  not  at  all  done,  (c)  Among  us  the 
induction  into  office,  takes  place  in  due  form  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation,  etc.; 
but  not  so  in  the  Classls,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Church  Order  clearly 
demands  this  and  other  similar  things;  Article  4,  and  the  Post  Acta,  Session  161. 

So  far  the  approval  by  the  (Civil?)  Authorities  is  concerned,  that  can  be  done  by 
the  Classls,  for  our  congregations,  as  little  as,  if  not  less  than,  by  ourselves.  There 
is  nothing  whatever  in  our  Church  Order  that  can  legalize  their  ordinations  for  our 
congregations,  unless  we  except  the  sending  of  ministers  to  the  churches  under  per- 
secution, (under  the  Cross);  and  then.  It  would  first  have  to  be  proved  that  we  are 
such  churches,  and  that  there  are  no  other  means  at  hand.  That  ordinations  ought 
to  be  performed  by  neighboring  ministers,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  congregation 
which  calls,  I  could,  If  need  be,  fortify,  by  the  opinions  of  several  eminent  Reformed 
writers.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  to  transfer  authority  in  such  matters  to 
others,  is  a  thing  unknown  In  our  Church  Order.  It  therefore  appears  that  ordina- 
tions performed  by  the  Coetus  comply  the  most  fully  with  Church  Order.  Now,  that 
which  Is  done  according  to  Church  Order,  every  one  acknowledges  to  be  lawful,  but 
ordinations  performed  by  the  Coetus  are  according  to  Church  Order:  Ergo,  every 
one  ought  to  acknowledge  them  as  lawful.  The  minor  premise  has  above  been 
proved;  the  major  premise  is  universally  received.  Therefore  the  conclusion  stands 
firm. 

B.  The  right  of  the  Ck>etus  to  ordain,  and  consequently  the  lawfulness  of  their 
ordinations,  may  somewhat  appear  also  from  their  similarity  to  other  acts  belong- 
ing to  the  ministerial  ofiice,  such  as  the  administration  of  the  holy  mysteries  of  God, 
the  Sacraments;  of  these,  ordination  is  considered  one,  among  the  Papists,  though 
not  among  us;  the  use  of  the  keys,  etc.,  which  implies  ordination,  for  Christ  did  not 
separate  them.  Is  it  not  then  unwarranted,  dangerous  and  Inconsiderate  to  attempt 
to  separate  them? 

6.  My  sixth  argument  comes  again  from  G.  Voetius,  in  his  "Ecclesiastical  Polity:" 
Part  first,  chapter  6,  page  103,  etc.  But  as  this  is  In  Latin,  It  could  be  of  no  use  to 
most  of  our  Consistories  unless  it  were  translated.  I  will  just  touch  upon  a  few  of 
his  points.    In  his  6th  Problems,  he  asks: 

"Whether  a  few  Netherland  churches,  or  all  of  them  together,  have  a  perpetual 
authority  to  choose  and  send  ministers  to  the  churches  which  are  now  organised  in 
the  Bast  and  West  Indies,  and  have  become  complete  congregations  and  Classical 
correspondents;  and  whether  those  possessed  of  authority  should  be  ruled  as  though 


i7eo 


37T8  Ecclesiastical  Bbcobds 

they  had  no  anthoiltj;  and  In  thU  respect  should   be   made  dependent  on  tbt 
Netberiand  cbnrcbea.*'    Answer:    **AU'thls  is  denied." 

(1)  Because  there  can  be  no  inferior  dependence  assmned  here  wliich  is  not  ii 
accordance  with  equal  rights;  It  can  onlj  be  bo  far  as  they  hold  Synodlcal  corre- 
spondence with  the  churches  in  Netberiand;  Jnst  as  the  charcbes  of  this  or  tkat 
Classis  or  Synod  in  the  Netberiand  ProTinces  are  mutually  depend^it  on  each  other." 

(2)  Besides  they  are  endowed  with  their  own  proper  authority,  eren  as  any  pt^ 
ticular  congregation  or  Classis  in  Netberiand."  For  proof,  be  quotes  Art.  84  u 
being  Incontrovertible:    No  church  shall  lord  it  OTer  others."  etc. 

(3)  **And  although  in  the  search  for,  and  the  choice  of.  a  preacher,  they  exeidte 
their  authority  less  clearly  and  less  fully  than  It  is  exercised  for  them  by  othen; 
nevertheless,  the  proper  inherent  authority  of  these  churches  Is  by  no  means  preju- 
diced thereby;  nor  Is  their  authority,  namely— that  of  acting  for  themselves-tikei 
away  from  them;  otherwise  should  there  be  established  a  Romish  Throne,  or  (Holy) 
Mother  Church:"  (Anders  sonde  bet  een  Roomschen  Stoel  of  Moederfaeyt  opregten.- 
Or  could  Moederheyt  be  a  misprint  for  Meerderheyt,  a  Romish  Throne  or  Sett  U 
Supremacy  7) 

Again  he  asserts:  "The  Netherland  churches,  having  planted  the  (Bast  and  Weit) 
Indian  churches,  and  been  the  means  of  their  conversion.  It  might  seem  thit  the 
government  over  those  churches,  by  virtue  and  right  thereof,  belongs  to  them,  ifid 
that  the  Indian  churches  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  self-government."  But  tlili 
inference  he  denies,  and  emphatically  refutes  with  fifteen  reasons.  These,  for  tin 
sake  of  brevity,  I  am  unable  now  to  present.  I  simply  remark  that  he  has  partlei- 
larly  in  view  the  calling  and  commissioning  of  ministers;  and  having  pointed  out 
the  erroneousness  of  the  matter,  be  finally  declares  that  it  Is  a  novelty  and  not  &t 
all  apostolic;  that  nothing  can  be  advanced  In  its  favor  except  mere  custom,  ortte 
good  pleasure  of  the  offlciais  (Overseers)  for  the  time  being.  Thus  he  reprobttei 
the  assumption  of  powers  over  others  and  defends  our  right  to  ordain. 

These  are  the  grounds  of  my  arguments  for  the  power,  the  right,  and  come- 
Quentiy,  the  validity  of  the  ordinations  performed  by  our  Coetus.  These,  as  I  hare 
unfolded  them,  are  substantiated  by  sufllclent,  if  not  Incontrovertible  proofs,  demon- 
strating the  Inherent  authority  of  our  Presbytery  (Eldership).  They  who  have  tome 
degree  of  intelligence  will  not  deny  such  real  and  inherent  authority.  Why  then 
deny  the  exercise  of  It?  Because  people  have  formed  a  strange  idea  of  the  v«7 
name  COETUS  as  though,  being  thus  called,  we  had  no  authority  or  rights. 
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Our  authority,  as  a  Coetus,  therefore.  I  shall  now  once  for  all  pnoceed  to  prove  tt 
length.  To  that  end  I  shall  use  without  abbreviation  what  I  have  heretofoic 
written  definitely  about  this  matter.  As  this  was  before  done  In  an  eplstoUiy 
form,  a  new  letter  begins,  which,  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  this  matter,  runs  u 
follows:— 

"Rev.  and  Beloved  Brethren:— You  have  relieved  my  anxiety  about  wearying  yow 
Revs,  by  the  length  of  my  former  letters  or  at  least  excused  It,  by  your  desire  tint 
I  should  continue  then,  and  give  you  further  Information  concerning  certain  thlnss- 
Yet  you  state,  that  for  yourselves  you  have  obtained  eufiicient  light  from  the  fonoer 
letters,  not  only  to  acquiesce  in  the  necessity,  the  right  and  the  legality  of  carrxiof 
on  church  government,  performing  ordination,  etc..  in  this  country,  but  also  tint 
you  are  convinced  of  your  duty  to  help  In  the  furthering  that  matter." 

"You  have  learned  from  experience,  you  say,  that  certain  remarks  and  objeetksi 
are  still  made  by  some  in  reference  to  these  topics,  which  you  are  not  capiblitf 
answering  or  soWVur.  TYi^x^tot^  loxi  present  a  few  of  them  to  me  to  get  my  opiai* 
on  them." 


OP  THE  State  op  New  York.  3779 

"And  althoagh  I  am  In  duty  bound,  and  also  sincerely  disposed  to  impart  ligbt 
and  information  so  far  as  it  can  lawfully  serve  for  the  attainment  of  good  objects: 
I  must,  nevertheless,  observe,  that  there  is  a  difference  between  answering  objec- 
tions of  those  who  are  willing  to  be  satisfied  with  reasonable  and  fair  remarks, 
founded  upon  facts;  and  answering  the  calumnies  and  objections  which  proceed 
from  wicked  and  envious  prejudices,  or  capricious  and  wrong-headed  notions,  and 
which  deserve  no  better  answer  than  silence  and  neglect.*' 

**I  must  observe  also  that  certain  things  whioh  you  introduce  as  advanced  by 
certain  persons,  are  simply  captious  and  idle  questions,  which  do  not  affect  the 
■abject  for  either  good  or  evil,  for  advantage  or  disadvantage,  so  far  as  the  matter 
at  issue  is  concerned:  These  are,  therefore,  according  to  the  Apostle  Paul's  advice, 
to  be  avoided.  Foolish  and  unlearned  questions  avoid.  2  Tim.  2:23.  Perverse  dls- 
putings  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  1  Tim.  6:6. 

Nor  is  it  my  desire  to  nourish  disputes,  especially  when  persons  or  reputations  art 
concerned.  This  would  be  the  case  in  discussing  some  of  the  points  brought  up^ 
These,  I,  therefore,  pass  in  silence. 

In  the  third  place,  I  observe,  that  one  must  distinguish  between  the  real  and 
essential  nature  of  a  matter  or  argument  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  qualities  or 
rather  circumstances  with  which  it  is  invested.  Otherwise  one  can  never  arrive  at 
a  decisive  conclusion  nor  separate  the  evil  from  the  good  and  keep  the  real  truth  In 
view. 

Finally,  I  remind  myself  and  you,  that  the  pure  love  of  God  and  of  one's  neighbor. 
as  exhibited  in  virtue  and  piety,  and  which  promotes  the  upbuilding,  the  establish- 
ing and  the  extension  of  the  Ohurch  of  Qod,  must  be  the  primum  mobile,  the  princi- 
pal motive  in  all  that  and  we  do  or  do  not  do;  and  thus  should  we  support  and 
employ  that  government  of  the  Church,  which  is  given  us  of  God  to  that  end. 

Following  these  observations  I  shall  conllne  myself  to  a  few  points,  and  endeavor 
to  comply  with  your  request,  and  clear  up  certain  matters  of  importance. 

The  first  point  which  I  will  consider  and  answer  is:  **Hou}  the  Coetus,  in  perform- 
ing orOinaUone  without  epecial  authority  from  the  Rev.  OUueie  of  Amsterdam,  could,  ae 
a  Ooeius,  do  theee  thinge,  although,  in  former  timee  the  Ooetua  never  did  them  ufithout 
euch  authoritation:  Also,  whether  there  ie  not  ther^  a  refection  of  proper  et^bordina- 
Hon,  and  the  Coeiue  thereby  deatroyedV*  Let  this  then  be  well  considered.  I  reply  as 
follows: 

1.  Finst:    The  name,  "Coetus  *',  as  a  name  assumed  by  itself,  can  throw  no  light, 

for  or  against,  on  this  matter.    It  serves  only  to  designate  or  indicate  an  Assembly. 

In  this  respect  it  is  synonymous  with,  or  equivalent  to,  the  names  of  Classls,  Synod, 

Presbytery;  or.  In  Dutch,  Eldership,  (Ouderllngschap) ;  or  Concilium,  Conslstorlum, 

etc.,  as  we  have  before  shown.    Nor  has  the  Coetus  ever  acted,  or  been  able  to  act, 

in  what  it  has  done,  otherwise  than  as  an  "Eldership",  according  to  God's  Word, 

And  the  Fundamentals  of  the  Reformed  Church.    It  acts  in  the  same  manner  still. 

Xt  the  Coetus  now  does  anything  more  than  it  formerly  did— supposing  that  to  be  a 

Cact,  because  of  more  favorable  circumstances— that  certainly  Is  a  thing  to  be  com- 

Hiended,  and  is  worthy  of  being  repeated.    However  no  one  can  prove  that  the 

Ck>etus  does  go  further,  or  exercises  greater  authority  than  formerly  it  was  accus- 

'^med  to  do.    At  the  most,  the  difference  consists  only  in  certain  circumstances  and 

Anodes  of  acting,  which  do  not  affect  the  inherent  nature  of  the  matter,  nor  can  it 

concern  it. 

a.  Secondly:  It  will  be  of  more  interest  to  take  Into  consideration  the  Rules  or 
Btegulatlons  of  the  Coetus.  If  the  Coetus  goes  contrary  to  Its  own  Rules  or  departs 
dom  them,  then  the  objection  has  some  weight.  However,  one  ought  to  keep  In 
%nlnd  here,  that  the  enlargement  and  revision  of  necessary  and  useful  Rules  and 
^tegulations  have  been  deemed  lawful  and  good  by  all  Assemblies  and  States.  But 
%f  the  Coetus  in  what  It  does,  or  has  done,  thus  ftir,  does  not  depart  from  its  own 
'Mmlwm  and  rules,  but  acts  in  conformity  therewith,  thea  th.«t«  \a  "^cA.  >^<^  ifi^i^cAMii^ 
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ffToand  for  an  objection.    Let  this  subject,  then,  be  examined  and  bnMtsht 
test,  especially  in  referMioe  to  ordinations,  about  which  the  greatest  clamor  is 
In  order  to  gire  yon  light,  and.  as  I  thinly,  satisfaction,  on  this  svbject.  I  wfl 
sent  to  jon  certain  of  the  Rules  of  the  Ooetus,  especially  the  Odrd  chapter,  m 
bears  on  the  matter  of  examination8:~[See  page  I009,  at  these  Becoida] 

m.     Of  th»  Examinations. 

Such  is  tlie  Title.    These  Rules  follow :~ 

1.  "The  examinations  shall  be  conducted  by  the  President  and  the  Clerk ;  tit 
by  the  one  whose  regular  turn  it  is  to  act  as  cleriL;  and  shall  be  carried  on  it 
according  to  the  regulation  made  Sept.  9.  1747. 

i.  '*  When  the  examination  is  commendably  concluded,  the  President  slnll  u! 
person  examined: 

(1)  Whether,  in  good  conscience^  he  declares  before  the  Lord  that  he  betterei. 
the  heart  what  he  has  professed. 

(1)  Hereupon  there  shall  be  read  to  liim  the  Bubscriptioo  FV>rmnlas  for  Binii 
as  found  in  the  Post  Acta  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht,  ISU,  lOS,  pace 

(S)  Then  he  shall  be  asl^ed,  wliether  he  declares  that  he  will  always  eondaet 
self,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  all  things  contained  therein;  especially  in  aeeord 
with  the  S7  Articles  of  the  Netherland  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Heldelberf  ( 
chlsm  and  the  Canons  of  the  National  Synod  of  Dordrecht.  He  shall  thus  nitk< 
required  declaration  in  the  presence  of  the  Rev.  Assembly,  and  add:  And  In  e 
should  hereafter  come  to  have  any  doubt  about  the  doctrine  <^  the  R^ormed  Ck 
then  1  promise— That  if  I  do  not  submit  myself  to  this  Coetns  as  subordinate  t 
Bey.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  but  act  and  teach  otherwise  than  as  the  Refo 
Church  enjoins— to  acknowledge,  as  something  beyond  recall,  that  I  am.  ip9o 
completely  deprived  of  my  ministerial  office,  and  of  all  the  benefits  and  emdoi 
derlTable  therefrom;  to  all  which  I  add  my  own  signature  confirming  It  ii 
presence  of  you  all. 

(4)  "And  Then  also,  he  shall  promise,  that  In  all  sincerity  he  will  condoct  tii 
according  to  the  Church  Order  in  use  in  the  Netherland  Refbrmed  Church;  and 
In  these  regions,  he  will  adhere  Inviolably  to  this  Coetns  as  subordinated  t 
Rev.  ClassIs  of  Amsterdam  and  abide  by  Its  rules." 

This  Is  the  entire  chapter.  Add  to  this  the  second  rule  of  the  first  chapter.  i 
reads  thus: 

"When  an  extraordinary  Coetns  Is  asked  for,  the  request  shall  be  compiled 
by  the  examiners,  who  shall  call  It  as  soon  as  possible.  The  traveling  expeni 
each  member  shall  be  met  out  of  the  amount  contributed  for  the  examination 

Thus  It  appears  that  the  extraordinary  session  relates  only  to  ordlnstions:  altk 
such  may  be  held  also  for  other  matters.  As  regards  the  latter,  look  at  the 
and  second  rules  of  the  sixth  chapter,  treating  of  the  revenues  of  the  Coetuf.  ^ 
It  Is  said:  "That  those  who  take  their  preparatory  examination  shall  pay  a  ce 
amount  upon  receiving  their  Testimonium  Exarolnls.  And,  that  one  who  tale 
final  examination  shall  have  the  required  amount  paid  to  the  treasurer  b; 
church  which  calls  him."  This  the  Coetus  has  so  established  without  anr« 
making  an  exception  In  reference  to  examinations. 

You  can  Infer  from  this  that.  If  I  should  neglect  to  attend  Coetns,  or  to  exac 
so  far  as  the  occasion  serves  or  any  matter  requires  It,  I  would  by  my  own  si 
ture  confess  that  I  had  forfeited  my  office;  for  this  is  here  clearly  stated  at  ▼( 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  office.  Just  so  stands  the  case  with  every  mf^ 
of  the  Coetus.  When  the  Coetus  adopted  these  rules,  it  must,  if  it  underst 
itself,  have  so  understood  this  matter.  The  Rev.  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  * 
approved  these  as  weW  as  oWi^T  Rnles^  must  also  so  liave  understood  the  mattfr 
the  Clnasls  aaVd  Vn  a  cetVaXii  \e\X«t,  \\!^aX  Vt  ^ft«««A.  %>%  N2BA.^<^h.  the  Ooetus  nets 
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examine  and  promote  from  time  to  time,  or  something  to  that  effect.  Such  was  the 
ease;  thns  the  Ooetns  has  done;  and  thus  it  must  do  if  it  wants  to  conform  to  its 
own  Rules,  which  are  clear  enough,  or  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Reformed 
Ohurch  Constitution.  In  all  fairness,  this  should  be  deemed  sufficient,  to  proye  that 
the  Ooetus,  in  ordaining  did  not  go  beyond  its  power  as  a  CJoetus. 

Nevertheless,  there  remain  some  things  in  the  objections  raised,  to  which  some 
persons  might  attach  much  weight.    These  too»  therefore  we  shall  examine. 

8.  It  is  objected  that,  whereas  the  0)etus  formerly  did  not  license  nor  ordain 
except  by  special  permission  of  the  Rer.  Glassis  of  Amsterdam,  these  things  are 
now  done  without  such  permission.  It  seems  to  follow  that  the  Ooetus  is  no  longer 
the  same  Ooetus,  or  at  least,  does  not  act  as  on  the  former  footing. 

(1)  Our  former  observations  may  serve  as  a  reply  to  this:  namely,  that  the  sub- 
stance of  a  matter  and  its  accidental  circumstances  always  are  and  remain  distinct; 
and  especially  is  this  so,  when  the  occasion  for  them,  instead  of  being  a  good  and 
healthful  one,  is  a  defect  and  an  abuse;  as  I  think  the  issuance  of  such  permissions 
will,  on  close  examination,  be  found  to  be.  If  this  issuing  of  permissions  can  be 
shown  to  be  a  defect,  even  if  the  Coetus  were  formerly  following  its  own  rules,  then 
these  rules  ought  to  have  been  amended.  But  this  was  not  necessary,  for  the 
Ooetus  never  mentioned,  much  less  established  such  a  thing  (asking  permissions)  in 
its  rules;  there  is  not  an  allusion  nor  the  shadow  of  an  allusion  to  this  matter  in  all 
its  regulations. 

Now,  in  anything  in  which  the  Coetus  has  the  right  to  follow  its  own  rules,  even 
though  the  mode  of  acting  differs  from  the  mode  formerly  in  use,  and  in  doing  so 
the  Rule  is  confirmed.  Yea,  if  those  rules  are  good,  the  strict  practice  of  them  is 
to  be  commended.  This,  I  think,  must  be  granted  by  every  sober-minded  person. 
For,  where  there  is  no  law  there  is  no  tranagresslon ;  but  there  is  transgression 
where  there  is  a  law  that  is  slighted.  Now  there  is  no  law  that  permission  from 
Holland  to  license  and  ordain,  is  required;  but  there  is  a  law  to  license  and  ordain. 
These  things,  therefore,  shonid  be  done  without  seeking  such  permission.  These 
remarks  alone  might  be  deemed  a  sufficient  answer. 

(2)  But  the  questions  naturally  arise.  What  advantage  or  force  is  there  In  seeking 
such  a  permission?  What  benefit  does  it  bring?  Does  it  make  those  examined 
better  qualified?  Or  are  they,  therefore,  more  carefully  examined?  Or  does  it  make 
the  examiners  more  capable  and  more  faithful  in  carrying  on  the  examination?  Or, 
do  they  thereby  alone  acquire  the  power  and  right  to  do  It?  The  earlier  points.  I 
think  no  one  will  press;  and  the  latter  one  is  certainly  untenable,  since  such  per- 
mission is  but  human  authorisation,  while  the  power  to  ordain  must  come  from  Ood 
If  it  is  to  be  legal. 

To  say  that  ordination  is  divine,  through  the  Classis  as  an  instrument,  is  about 
the  same  as  to  say  that  God  is  to  be  worshipped  through  images:  but  this  we  know 
God  has  never  commanded.  Nowhere  in  Scripture  is  there  a  basis  to  be  found  for 
one  body  to  grant  such  a  permission  to  another.  That  Titus  was  left  behind  in 
Crete,  to  go  from  city  to  city  to  ordain  elders,  does  in  no  way  prove  the  right  of 
giving  such  permission,  as  we  have  before  shown.  For  this  was  either  a  general 
rule,  for  the  Church,  to  do  this  in  places  where  it  was  necessary;— and  then,  it 
ought  not  to  be  done  in  Holland  for  us;--or  it  was  the  consummation  of  a  work 
already  begun,  and  of  which  the  Apostle  had  knowledge;— In  which  case  it  is  not  in 
agreement  with  giving  permission.  Nor  is  there  the  least  foundation  for  it  in  our 
Church  Order,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  to  be  rejected.  Nor  is  there  any  basis  for  it 
In  sound  reason;  for  if  we  do  not  have  the  power  as  a  Presbytery,  (Eldership),  from 
the  very  nature  of  our  office,  which  we  hold  from  God:  then  such  permission  cannot 
Impart  to  us  the  power;  otherwise,  that  power  might  be  given,  by  such  a  permis- 
sion, to  the  ordinary  members,  and  even  to  heathen.  If  there  are  no  previous 
Qualifications  to  make  a  difference^  then  it  is  all  the  sarne^-*  matter  of  indifference— 
to  whom  the  permission  is  given;  and  if  the  office  makes  tbft  ^VtLet«cA.^«X)cv«^Nx\% 


3782  EccLKSiAsncAL  Bbcobdb 

1760 

not  the  permlulon  that  confen  the  fayor.  and  Bach  pemikMlon  U,  therefore,  nil. 
good  for  nothing,  f mitleea,  naeless  and  nnneceaaaiy.    This  will  fnrther  appear  wha 
we  consider  how  and  in  what  way  anch  permlaalon  would  haTO  to  be  glyen. 
(8)  It  wonld  haye  to  be  In  one  of  theae  two  waya: — 

(a)  The  Bey.  Claaala  would  haye  to  laane  anch  a  speclAl  order  In  Tirtne  ot  uA 
reaulting  from,  aome  peculiar  Inherent  power  of  superiority  orer  iia»  whereby  ft 
wonld  haye  the  right  to  exercise  lordahlp,  to  command,  or  to  forbid  iis»  ez  Ubentne 
ano.  according  to  its  own  pleasure;  and  we,  aa  inferloiB»  and  therefore  subject  ts 
authority  would  haye  to  obey,  to  yield  to  the  command  or  pxohlbltloa  of  Classiik  ■• 
the  rule  of  our  conduct.  In  a  word,  we  should  hare  to  stand  ready  as  tlie  yilea 
of  Classis,  doing  nothing  without  orders,  and  leaylng  nothing  undone  oo  fommsod, 
I  cannot  belieye  that  the  Rey.  Claaala  would  arrogate  to  Itself  anch  an  authority,  or 
that  any  eldership  of  the  Reformed  Church  would  recosnlae  the  aame.  The  merp 
statement  ia  enough  to  exhibit  what  an  aasumptlon  of  anperiorlty  and  dominion  tMs 
would  be.    It  ia  not  necessary  to  refute  it  which  oonld  be  easily  done. 

(b)  Or  such  permission  would  haye  to  be  giyen  throoirh  a  special  commissioo.  bj 
which  the  business  could  be  transacted  by  the  direction  of  others,  as  though  dose 
by  the  Classis  itself.    Now  this  commission  might  hare  a  twofold  baais  of  scdos: 
Either,  as  haying  power  and  authority  from  those  who  hare  the  soyereign  power 
to  order  others  to  execute  a  thing  In  their  name: — thus  kings,   princes  and  U^ 
authorities  issue  commissions.     But  all  the  Beformed  hold   that  such  a  state  of 
things  cannot  exist  in  the  (Beformed)  Church,  because  In  the  Church  there  to  oalj 
one  ministry.    Or  a  commission  might  act  when  an  Assembly  entrusts  some  hatiiieM 
to  some  of  its  members  to  execute  the  same  according  to  its  Instruction,  and  tfter- 
ward  report,  the  Assembly  retaininiT  the  power  to  reyoke  or  to  amend  wiut  ha 
been  done,  or  to  ratify  it.    Through  aoch  a  commission  then,  the  Classis  might  ^ 
us  permission  to  license  and  ordain.    But  thus  one  might  l>e  ordained,  and  jet  not 
know  it.  (for  it  might  not  be  ratified).    Now.  if  this  cannot  be.  then,  the  whole 
matter  of  "permission"  falls  to  the  ground. 

That  this  cannot  happen  is  clear  from  the  fact  that,  we.  In  thia  country,  tre  so 
part  nor  are  we  members  of  the  Claaala  of  Amsterdam,  regarded  as  a  Classis.  nor 
can  we  eyer  become  each;  for  there  Is  no  relation  of  nelgfal>orhood  between  os  tod 
the  Classis,  nor  can  there  eyer  be.  We  cannot  meet  together  In  an  Assembly,  m 
credentials  from  the  congregatlona  being  aeryiceable  to  ua,  etc.;  yet  these  thln^  are 
essential  to  the  constitution  of  a  Classis,  or  to  being  a  member  thereof.  See  tte 
Church  Order,  Articles  33  and  41;  not  to  speak  of  our  differing  political  relitioB- 
ships,  from  which  it  follows,  ineyitably.  that  we  cannot  receiye  from  the  Ciutii  i 
commission  or  any  special  orders.  And,  aa  they  are  not  a  part  or  members  of  o«r 
(Coetus)  Assembly,  they  haye  neither  the  power  nor  the  right  to  Issue  a  commiflio> 
or  a  special  order  to  us.  or  to  Impose  commands  on  ua. 

Now,  I  can  think  of  no  other  ways  in  which  such  a  special  order  can  be  gitca: 
and  if  there  are  no  others,  the  whole  matter  falla  to  the  ground.  My  own  ordlat* 
tlon  did,  indeed,  take  place  by  order  of  the  Claaais;  but,  if  I  could  find  no  otter 
ground  for  its  legality  than  that  order.  I  should  haye  to  consider  It  illegil  tod 
uneccleeiastical. 

(4)  In  its  special  permission  for  ordinations  the  Claasls  is  accnatomed  to  say  tW 
it  shall  be  done  "nomine  hujus  Claaais*'.  in  the  name  of  this  Clasals.  Now.  dobf 
a  thing  in  any  one's  name,  is  doing  it  upon  Ills  authority,  by  hla  power  and  cos* 
mand;  all  of  which  applies  to  their  Beys.  It  indlcatea  that  the  one  in  whose  dib^* 
thing  is  done,  has  the  chief  right  In  the  direction  of,  and  the  control  orer  thit 
affair.  Thoa  temporal  business  is  transacted  in  the  name  of  the  High  and  Mis^ 
lords,  kings,  etc.  Just  so.  the  affairs  pertaining  to  the  Church  are  tranaacted  U  the 
name  of  God,  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Klnir  of  Kings.  Now.  is  BH 
Name  and  HVs  Honor  at«  one  and  the  same  thing  to  the  Ijord.  Is  not  *'ordsi&iif' 
in  tbe  name  ot  the  C\a%t\a  aii  VwtxVti^^u^wsX  \ivsoi  ^"^ '^^wwvt  <if  Ood,  or  a  detnrtiis 
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therefrom,  and  is  not  the  ffnllt  of  some  kind  of  idolatry  thereby  Incurred?  On  that 
aocount  we  find  that  ^reat  ambassador  of  Ood,  Paul,  Tery  much  exercised  about 
any  one's  simply  saying  that  he  had  baptized  In  Mt  own  name,  1  Cor.  1:15.  How 
much  less  then  would  he  haye  glyen  others  an  order  to  do  so?  The  same  principle 
applies  to  this  matter  of  licensing  and  ordaining;  for  In  whosoeyer's  name  one  bap- 
tises in  that  same  name  one  also  proceeds  to  teach. 

Do  we  not  recelye  the  ministry  In  the  name  of  the  Lord?  OoL  4:17.  See  also  the 
Form  of  Ordination,  particularly  the  benediction,  in  which  the  name  of  God  is 
expressly  mentioned.  Consequently  ordination  is  performed  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  not  in  the  name  of  the  Classls.  Thus,  for  lack  of  careful  attention,  one  may 
unwittingly  be  led  astray  Into  eyil  things  whether  in  Issuing  or  in  accepting  a 
command.  Howeyer,  I  feel  sure,  that  In  such  an  eyil  sense,  there  has  neyer  been 
an  ordination  performed  In  this  country,  although  done  by  special  permission,  and, 
as  the  Classls  expresses  it,  in  ilt  name;  but  that  It  has  always  been  most  solemnly 
performed  only  **ln  the  name*'  of  the  great  God,  the  King  of  His  Church.  Neyer- 
theless,  this  expression  glyes  occasion  for  calling  men  ** masters",  contrary  to  the 
prohibition  of  Christ,  Matt.  23:10.  If  it  is  said  that  '*ln  its  name"  signiflee  nothing 
nK>re  than  by  its  authority  and  permission,  that  does  not  make  it  any  better;  for, 
besides  the  fact  that  the  aboye  remarks  still  remain,  it  implies  a  s^-assumed  right 
to  Issue  such  an  order,  but  that  right  can  neyer  be  substantiated.  If  it  Is  said  that 
it  only  means  allowing  or  consenting  to  a  matter— then  it  confers  no  power  and  has 
no  sense  nor  meaning,  and  consequentiy  is  not  necessary  or  useful. 

(6)  This  Is  all  the  more  true  in  yiew  of  the  fiict,  that  the  issuing  of  such  an  order 
has  not  the  leaat  foundation  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church;  has  neyer 
been  in  use  in  the  orthodox  Church  of  God;  and  is  contrary  to  the  Scriptural  Article 
on  equality  in  oflSce;  Inasmuch  as  it  necessarily  implies  the  superiority  on  the  part 
of  one  who  Issues  such  an  order,  and  the  inferiority  of  the  one  who  accepts  It; 
whereas  there  can  be  no  real  superiority  or  Inferiority,  eyen  between  a  Consistory, 
Classls  and  Synod.  Substantially,  they  do  not  differ,  although  they  are  not  identi- 
cal, says  Prof.  Voetlus.  They  differ  formally  In  their  mode  of  being,  eyen  as  the 
philosophers  speak  of  genera  and  species.  The  difference  lies  in  their  relatlye 
associations,  and  not  in  any  superiority  or  lordly  power,  which  the  issue  of  such 
orders  introduces.  Consequentiy,  the  issue  of  such  order  for  licensing  and  ordaining 
must  be  dlsapproyed. 

(6)  At  this  point  a  question  is  likely  to  come  up.  If  matters  stand  thus,  why  then 
did  the  Coetus  formerly  make  such  applications  and  recelye  such  permissions?  To 
this  I  cannot  reply  in  behalf  of  the  Coetus  in  general,  but  I  can  in  behalf  of  certain 
members.  The  members  of  the  Coetus  were  regarded  as  a  part  of,  or  as  members 
of,  the  Amsterdam  Classls.  As  such,  they  receiyed  instructions  and  directions  from 
the  Classls  in  the  capacity  of  a  Committee,  which  was  obliged  to  report  its  action. 
So  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  the  Coetus  might  and  ought  to  recelye  permission 
from  the  Classls  to  license  and  ordain  and  therefore  made  application.  This  appears 
plausible. 

For,  I  haye  already  shown  that  such  a  quality  can  haye  no  ground  or  place  in 
Church  Order,  or  in  the  nature  of  the  case.  But  to  speak  more  particulariy  con- 
cerning myself.  I  was  actuated  by  two  chief  considerations.  The  one  was  the 
strong  prejudices  which  generally  preyalled,  that  nothing  could  be  right,  truly 
ecclesiastical  and  yalld,  saye  what  had  its  origin  in  Holland.  These  prejudices, 
which  though  unfounded,  are  still  entertained  by  some  I  did  not  then  strenuously 
oppose.  I  considered  the  matter  as  one  of  indifference,  and,  like  the  circumcision 
of  Timothy,  I  complied.  My  other  reason  Is  the  often  blind  and  careless  adoption 
of  a  custom  which  has  been  Introduced  without  diligent  and  careful  Inyestigatlon; 
so  that  I  did  not  perceiye  the  erroneousness  of  the  matter  and  the  Injurious  conse- 
quences; and  afterward,  when  I  was  enlightened,  I  was  restrained  by  a  certain 
fearfulness  of  contrayenlng  a  deep  rooted  custom.   If  an  effort  In  that  direction  had 
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then  been  made,  it  would  probably  hare  failed.  Bat  now,  periiapa.  It  will  not  hO, 
since  Divine  ProTidence  bas  opened  the  eyes  of  bo  many,  both  amon^  the  people  in 
general,  and  also  among  the  ministers  (opsienders).  And  this  has  been  brMgkt 
about  by  seTeral  drcnmstances,  bat  especially  by  the  oondact  of  the  Ber.  CkMli 
itself. 

(7)  For  the  Classis  was  the  first  to  make  a  change  in  tliese  matters,  by  refonli 
to  give  special  permissions.  For,  although  the  Classis  had  preyioaaly  expreaed  III 
wish,  that  no  more  applications  (to  ordain  in  America)  should  be  made,  nsTtrtte- 
less,  the  Coetus  did  make  another  application  in  1766^  and  arged  it  again  Is  TSt, 
because  it  wanted  to  test  the  matter  to  the  utmost.  It  waa  for  two  young  meo, 
whose  abilities  were  openly  recognised;  the  conditions  of  the  congregatioBS  wUd 
had  called  them,  and  their  several  needs,  were,  at  the  same  time  clearly  mate 
known;  especially  their  refusal  to  let  the  young  men  go  to  Holland  (for  ordination); 
this  was  so  decided,  that,  in  case  the  refusal  occurred  they  would  withdraw  tMr 
calls;  and  there  were  still  other  reasons.  Whereupon  the  Classis  did  again,  per- 
emptorily refuse  to  give  its  consent.  Now,  if  in  this  case,  there  was  any  tiui- 
gression.  It  must  lie  at  the  door  of  the  Classis;  for  the  Classis  was  as  much  in  dity 
bound  to  grant  permission,  upon  being  asked,  as  we  were  in  duty  bound  to  aeek  tt 

(8)  Now,  just  here,  another  question  arises.  The  Rev.  Classis  having  refnsed,  and 
that  finally,  to  give  special  permission  (to  ordain),  what  was  to  be  done?  What  wm 
one's  duty,  before  God  and  men,  in  order  to  keep  a  consclenoe  void  of  oflTesM! 
The  young  men  desired  to  be  examined  and  qualified,  if  found  fit,  by  the  Otttm. 
The  congregations  (finally)  insisted  that  this  should  be  done  without  peimiaioB 
from  Holland;  that  otherwise  they  would  find  for  themselves  some  other  waj,  fte. 
Does  any  one  imagine  that  it  was  our  duty  to  refuse  them  and  let  them  go  ciR> 
where  (for  ordination)?  I  cannot  think  so;  because  our  very  office  gives  oa  that 
right  and  power  and  that  In  full  accord  with  the  rules  of  the  0>etus;  whereai  tbe 
Classis  has  neither  the  power  nor  the  right  to  issue  such  permissions,  as  baa  before 
been  proved.  The  Coetus,  then,  has  its  confirmation  in  the  fact  that  it  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  its  own  fnnadmental  Rules,  or  according  to  its  original  establishment 

4.  In  the  grievances  referred  to.  is  also  included  and  charged  a  rejection  of  tke 
so-called  subordination,  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.  This,  being  expressly  mea- 
tloned  in  the  rules  of  the  Coetus,  must  have  Its  place  and  its  proper  weight  in  tliii 
discussion.  Its  Importance  shall  be  recognized,  and  proper  notice  shall  be  taken  of 
it    To  that  end  it  must  be  carefully  examined. 

(1)  The  word  "  Subordination  '*  is  a  Latin  word,  composed  of  the  preposition,  isb. 
meaning  under,  concerning,  to,  or  in.  and  was  used  by  the  Latlnists  in  the  sense  of 
rest  and  motion;  and  of  the  word  "ordinatus",  which  signifies,  arranged,  8Ctim  otier 
or  established.  Therefore,  the  most  proper  and  natural  meaning  of  the  word  *'£rstof^ 
dination**  is  to  be  Inferior  to,  to  be  subject  to  some  one,  as  one  being  ordered  and 
ruled  by  him;  implying  an  actual  superiority  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  Inferiority  oo 
the  other.  Thus  the  Coetus  is  described  in  a  certain  letter  by  the  CJlassls  as  belnf 
*Hnferior,  subordinate  to  it";  yet  with  the  addition,  *'in  certain  r€9pecU*\  Had  the 
Classis  explained  those  words,  "In  certain  respects*',  this  work  would  have  been 
already  done  for  me;  but,  at  present.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  Investigatinf  it 
Now,  the  real  question  just  here  is.  Where  Is  such  subordination  to  be  found  In  tlie 
Church  of  Christ?  The  answer  Is  at  hand.  It  is  to  be  found  where  Popes,  priesti, 
cardinals  and  monks  are  found;  or  where  archbishops,  bishops,  curates  and  teacb- 
Ing  deacons  (lerende  Dlaconen)  are  to  be  found;  and  nowhere  else.  For  all  anrk 
subordination  has  been  abolished  in  the  Reformed  Church  by  its  very  constitution; 
although  a  subordination  of  communicating  or  giving  place  is  customary,  and  may 
very  properly  have  place,  (schoeu  een  onderschikking  van  communlcatie,  of  pbatt- 
geving  gebruykelyk  is,  en  welwoegende  plaats  nemen  kan.) 

(2)  There  Is  a  courteous  stepping  aside  or  giving  place,  which  may  be  emplojed 
in  ceremonies,  or  Vn  cerV-SiVTi  cVTt^\im%t«LU!cea,  or  in  allowing  Isome  one  to  preaek  on 
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an  occasion:  a  privilege,  however,  which  may  not  be  used  when  true  Christian 
liberty,  or  the  purity  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  would  thereby  be  violated  or 
Impaired,  according  to  Gal.  2:4,  6.  But  I  repeat:  in  things  which  relate  to  the 
essentials  of  doctrine  or  discipline,  such  indulgence  ought  not  ito  be  practiced.  For 
the  perpetual  and  wholly  Scriptural  rule  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  regard  to 
equality  In  office,  destroys  all  subordination  of  that  sort  which  involyes  an  actual 
superiority  or  Inferiority  of  one  over  another. 

All  the  subordination  which  occurs  in  our  Church  Order  is  contained  in  the  86th 
Article,  which  reads  as  follows:  **The  Classls  has  the  same  Jurisdiction  over  the 
Consistory  which  the  particular  Synod  has  over  the  Classis,  and  the  General  Synod 
over  the  Particular  Synod."  In  this  Article  the  word  "subordination"  Is  not  used 
at  all;  for  the  Synod  was  certainly  aware  that  ** subordination"  is  not  a  proper 
term  to  use  in  ecclesiastical  matters.  It  is  to  be  observed  also  that  no  mention  is 
ever  made  of  any  control  to  be  exercised  by  a  Classis  over  a  Coetus;  and,  what  Is 
more,  the  term  never  once  occurs  in  the  Church  Order;  yet  the  four  kinds  of  Assem- 
bUee  provided  for  in  the  29th  Article,  correspond  with  those  above  mentioned: 
namely.  Consistory.  Classis,  particular  Synod  and  General  Synod.  To  find  our  Asso- 
ciation (Vergadering)  in  these  Articles,  It  must  be  regarded  either  as  a  Classis, 
composed  of  the  ministers  of  neighboring  churches  convening  together;  or  as  a 
Synod,  composed  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Rings  (or  Circuits)  convenln.s; 
together,  although  under  the  name  of  "Coetus".  This  manner  of  convening  and 
delegation  also  has  its  origin  In  our  Coetus  Rules,  Articles  1  and  7.  Consequently 
the  Coetus  is,  as  such,  not  included  in  any  subordination  to  a  Classis.  Therefore 
■till  something  else  must  be  sought  for  in  this  case. 

(8)  This  very  subordination  of  a  Consistory  to  a  Classis,  and  of  a  Classis  to  a 
Synod,  does  not  consist  in  any  "superiority"  and  "inferiority",  or  in  a  relation  of 
"magistrate"  and  "subject",  viewed  substantially  as  a  matter  of  "power"  and 
"rule",  because  the  power  of  the  Church  of  God  is  only  an  administrative  power 
of  govemmnt,  and  not  one  of  lordship.  Christ  has  entrusted  the  entire  government 
of  the  Church,  the  power  of  both  the  keys,  to  a  consistory  composed  of  a  minister 
or  ministers  and  elders,  representing  a  congregation.  To  them  He  delivered  the 
keys,  and  gave  the  command  "Tell  it  to  the  congregation",  (gemeente),  that  Is,  to 
those  who  represent  the  congregation.  It  follows  then,  that  nothing  can  be  done  in 
the  Church  (kerk)  that  has  not  been  entrusted  to  it.  Tea,  the  power  has  been  given 
her  to  choose  other  officers,  to  appoint  even  ministers.  If  need  be.  Such  a  necessity 
there  would  evidently  be.  If  but  one  Consistory  existed  In  a  region,  and  all  commu- 
nication with  other  Christian  Churches  were  cut  off.  We  have  before  shown  that 
in  the  early  periods  of  the  Reformation,  according  to  Synodlcal  directions,  ordina- 
tions were  effected  by  the  Consistory  and  a  single  minister  of  the  Word,  even 
though  more  could  have  been  got  together.  It  thus  appears  that  the  ^itire  govern- 
ment is,  without  exception,  entrusted  to  a  Consistory.  How  then  can  a  Classis  be 
really  superior  to  or  above  a  Consistory? 

Nevertheless,  a  Classis  has  Jurisdiction  over  a  Consistory,  namely,  when  the  Con- 
sistory is  united  with  the  Classis,  and  has  become  a  member  of  it.  In  that  case 
inch  a  (Classical)  Assembly  has,  according  to  the  rule  of  Christ,  power  to  dispose 
of  its  members.  Or  when  counsel  and  advice  are  sought,  or  matters  are  referred  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Classis,  either  by  appeal  or  otherwise.  In  such  cases  a  Classis 
has  the  right  and  power  to  deal  with  such  matters.  Such  is  the  Jurisdiction  of  a 
Classis  over  a  consistory,  and  this  is  the  kind  of  subordination  to  it.  The  reason  of 
this  does  not  really  lie  in  any  superior  power,  but  in  the  greater  number  of  coun- 
selors, with  whom  one  always  expects  to  find  wisdom.  This  sufficiently  indicates 
how  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Synod,  and  the  subordination  of  a  Classis  is  to  be  under- 
stood. It  consists  in  the  communications,  the  consultations,  and  the  exchange  of 
opinions.    Now  all  of  these  can  be  expressed  just  as  well  by  correspondence,  as  by 
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Bobordlnation,  if  not  better;  correspondence  being  a  deliberate  preaentatUm  of  Tievi 
and  connter-views. 

(4)  Now,  no  other  tnbordination  of  our  Ooetna  to  the  Classla  of  Amaterdam  cu  be 
established  or  demanded,  (eyen  if  so  much  as  the  abore),  after  the  ClasslB  wrote  li 
a  certain  letter,  using  the  language,  ''taking  counsel   with   her",  and  eiaewhere 
makes  mention  of  her  **  giving  adyice";  and  such  subordination  we  do  not  reject 
This  is  also  altogether  in  accord  with  the  Rules  of  the  Coetua.    These  seTen]  tJam 
make  mention  of  a  kind  of  subordination.    The  first  mention  la  in  the  fourth  Fnndt- 
mental  Article  which  reads  thus:    "In  the  Ooetus.  only  eccleelastlcal  mattes  AtB 
be  discussed  and  acted  on.  and  that  in  an  ecclesiastical  manner,  according  to  God'i 
Word  and  the  Formulas  of  Unity,  subject  to  the  Rey.  Glassla  of  Amsterdam,  tceord- 
ing  to  Articles  80  and  81  of  the  Church  Order.*'    Herein  the  real  foundation  It  estib- 
lished  in  advance— God's  Word  and  the  Formulas  of  Unity.     By  these,  are  we  tt 
explain  the  subordination ;  for  the  Articles  quoted  say  nothing  at  all  about  a  lBbo^ 
dination.  save  what  Is  to  be  inferred  from  the  relation  of  the  Inferior  to  the  fope 
rior  Assembllea    But  this  superiority  or  inferiority  does  not  really  lie  In  the  po«ei* 
sion  of  *'Power".  but  in  the  relation  of  a  part  to  the  whole.   Thus  the  subonUstdoi. 
so  called,  is  founded  in  the  mutual  association  and  not  in  the  greater  or  less  pover 
or  right  to  exercise  discipline.    It  is  based  on  the  nature  of  an  appeal,  or  la  tte 
seeking  of  advice. 

The  Sixth  Article  of  the  Ooetus  thus  speaks:  "Whoever  may  consider  hioietf 
aggrieved  by  an  act  of  the  Coetus,  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Rev.  Claaii 
of  Amsterdam.  Also  in  matters  of  Importance  the  advice  of  the  Classis  sbill  be 
obtained,  according  to  Articles  76  and  79.'*  These  Articles,  which  relate  to  ttae 
matters,  declare  that  the  previous  advice  of  the  Classis  is  necessary  only  tat  tbe 
final  excommunication  of  an  offending  member ;  and  that  the  depoaltlon  of  an  ofesd- 
Ing  minister  can  take  place  only  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Classis.  But  his  nopes- 
sion  from  his  office,  with  all  that  pertains  thereto.  Is  accorded  to  the  cootistorr, 
these  things  standing  in  relation  to  the  Consistories  and  to  the  Classis  to  whkh 
they  belong.  This  goee  to  confirm  what  has  been  said  before,  that  the  diffenocc 
between  a  Consistory  and  a  Classis  does  not  lie  so  much  in  the  greater  autbodti. 
as  in  the  greater  safety  and  in  the  more  probable  imjEMirtlallty.  For  the  body  o 
which  the  suspension  from  the  ministry  is  accorded,  must  certainly.  If  need  be.  hiTt 
also  the  power  to  excommunicate;  the  one  thing  demands  aa  much  power  ts  tbe 
other. 

Therefore  Prof.  Voetlus  calls  such  matters,  among  others.  **communicatioot", 
(mededellngen),  and  considers  them  as  special,  incidental,  circumatantial  and  cl^ 
cuitous  affairs,  different  from  the  general,  real  and  unalterable  things  pertalnioc  ts 
Church  Government,  namely,  of  the  Netherland  Church.  (Part  8.  page  137.)  If  no* 
the  Coetus,  which  every  one  must  acknowledge  to  be  in  some  respects  greater  tlai 
a  Consistory,  avails  itself  of  the  advice  and  judgment  of  the  Classis.  accordinf  t» 
the  Reformed  Constitution,  then  a  proper  subordination  is  not  rejected  therebj,  bst 
is  confirmed,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Coetus.  But.  since  the  Coetus  is  a  diSe^ 
ent  sort  of  Assembly  from  a  Consistory,  it  should  be  admitted  that  the  sabocdini- 
tion  ought  to  be  of  a  different  kind  also.  Hence  the  Coetus  explains  that  soboidi- 
nation  in  the  10th  Article  as  *'A  maintaining  of  fraternal  correspondence  wltb  tbe 
Rev.  Classis,  conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Netherland  Reformed  Cliincb 
Order";  so  that  the  subordination  is.  according  to  the  Rules  of  the  Coetus,  bnwikt 
down  to  a  simple  correspondence. 

In  passing,  I  may  remark,  that  several  members  who  were  present  at  the  flo^ 
meeting  of  the  Coetus  have  declared  to  me  that,  when  the  Fundamental  Artieiei 
were  framed,  as  much  as  two  days  were  spent  upon  this  word  "SubordinatJoa". 
Some  wanted  the  word  left  out  entirely;  others  Insisted  upon  Its  being  put  hi.  aai 
so  strongly,  that  It  had  to  be  retained  if  anything  was  to  be  accomplished.  It  «tt 
however,  defined  an^  «xvV^\A<id  as  "Correspondence",  as  It  la  here.    "For,  traly." 
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•ays  Voetlns,  "a  real  fraternal  correspondence  conaista  in  a  sort  of  association  of 
many  or  a  few  congregations."  Even  though  there  were  bnt  two,  if  they  are  really 
united,  they  haye  a  correspondence— in  reporting  on  their  condition,  in  taking  coun- 
sel together  on  the  moat  Important  matters,  and  in  availing  themselves  of  one 
another's  opinion,  for  the  greater  peace  and  the  better  edification  of  the  churches, 
etc.;  without  claiming  a  sovereign  power  to  command  or  forbid.  Nevertheless,  there 
is  a  power  of  Judgment  as  to  what  is  right  and  Just,  and  a  declaration  and  urging 
of  their  judgment,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  as  the  will  and  purpose  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  To  such  a  Judgment  it  is  also  possible  to  submit  Now,  if  this  be  not 
subordination,  then  I  confess  that  I  do  not  understand  what  "eccle«iastical  subor- 
dination", according  to  the  Reformed  Ck)nstItutlon  means,  or  what  conception  one 
can  have  of  it. 

(6)  At  this  point,  moreover.  I  ought  to  observe  that  this  correspondence  is  three- 
fold, as  it  can  be  carried  on  by  letter,  or  by  delegates,  or  by  assemblies.    The  latter 
one  is  for  us,  so  far  as  Holland  is  concerned,  wholly  impossible;  the  second  is  well 
nigh  impracticable;  to  the  first,  namely,  by  letters  though  the  least  satisfactory* 
alone  remains.    Consequently,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  this  correspondence  Is 
not  equally  practicable  and  useful  for  everybody  and  always;  and,  also,  that  they 
who  conduct  it,  and  not  those  with  whom  it  is  conducted,  are  the  parties  to  decide 
on  its  value.    This  liberty  the  Church  Order,  gives  in  Article  84:— "Every  Synod 
•hall  be  free  to  seek  and  carry  on  correspondence  with  its  neighboring  Synod  or 
Synods,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  general  edification." 
Oeneral  edification,  then,  is  th^  subject  discussed;  the  manner  of  securing  this  being 
left  to  those  who  conduct  the  correspondence;  and  contiguity  is  set  down  as  an 
^Mential.    And  one  who  now  says  that  Synods  are  here  spoken  of.  and  not  a  Coetus, 
'tAlJui  nonsense,  (gives  out  a  sound  without  an  idea).    A  modification,  necessitated 
^y  great  distance,  or  a  different  form  of  civil  government  is  alluded  to  in  the  Post 
^cta.  Session  162,  Article  4,  which  reads  thus:    "The  States  General  shall  determine 
the  manner  in  which  correspondence  shall  be  conducted  with  Foreign  Churches, 
«md  especially  with  the  French  Church."    Now  it  is  self-evident,  that  the  great  dls- 
"Cance  between  Holland  and  our  part  of  the  world  causes  great  inconvenience  to  us 
In  corresponding  with  her.    Therefore  the  manner  of  conducting  it  ought  to  be  the 
snore  carefully  considered.    It  is  also  a  questlcm  whether  we  ought  not  to  consult 
-^rltb  our  own  civil  authorities  about  the  manner  of  our  correspondence,  lest  because 
^xf  it  we  run  into  danger  and  disfavor.    The  inconvenience  arising  from  distance, 
«nd  the  reasons  thereof,  we  have  already  pointed  out;  and  the  situation  from  a 
jK>lltical  point  of  view,  being  under  a  different  government,   we  shall  hereafter 
•consider. 

(6)  I  observe  further  that  this  prescribed  correspondence  should  have  its  beginning 
•«inong  ourselves  In  this  country,  if  it  is  ever  to  be  conducted  and  maintained  suc- 
«eMfully  with  other  countries,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  Church.    THE  CHURCH  OF 
CHRIST  can  never  attain  unto  its  necessary  increase,  its  perfection  and  a  proper 
degree  of  lustre,  if  it  does  not  preserve  in  itself  and  in  its  own  behalf  a  proper 
degree  of  discipline  and  government.    Even  the  purity  and  good  condition  of  the 
I>O0TRINE  cannot  be  long  maintained  if  a  careful  and  proper  discipline  is  neg- 
lected.   Hence  it  was  said  by  that  worthy  man,  Theodore  Beza,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
J^ocke,  that  the  Church  can  only  then  properly  advance  when  righteous  discipline 
and  purity  of  doctrine  are  kept  in  view  and  practiced.     These  things  might  be 
.tfecnred  in  our  country,  with  a  wider  extension  of  the  Church  and  its  greater  use- 
fnlnesfl^   if  the  people  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  different  provinces  here, 
entered  into  a  proper  union  and  held  conference  with  one  another;  first,  each  par- 
tlctilar  province  by  itself,  and  then,  in  general,  all  the  provinces  with  one  another. 
3  will  here  add  a  brief  remark  which  I  have  made  before,  namely,  in  my  Judgment, 
<nir  two  provinces,  could,  because  of  their  contiguity  be  fitly  divided  into  five 
daaees,  bearing  the  names  of  New  York,  New  Bninawlck,  Hackensack,  Kingston 
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and  Albany;*  and  the  whole  included  nnder  the  name  of  "THE  NEW  NE 
LAND  COBTUS".  or  if  yon  prefer,  "THE  NEW  NBTHERLAND  SYNO 
bearing  the  name  "Coetna**,  it  would  be  following  the  Piorlnce  of  Zeeland, 
Provincial  Assembly  still  goes  nnder  the  name  of  Coetns;  (bat  ** Synod")  w 
more  appropriate,  if  a  union  with  Pennsylvania  conld  l>e  effected. 

This  (matter)  has  its  illustration  also  tn  the  Netherland  orders,  as  seen 
Synod  held  at  Embden  in  the  year  1S7L  Article  71.  which  reads:— "Beside 
Ck>n8l8torial  Councils,  Classical  convenings  shall  be  held,  by  a  number  of  cl 
which  are  contiguous  to  each  other,  according  to  occasion  and  need.*'  The 
congregations  shall  be  arranged  in  Classes,  Article  10;  and  certain  churches  ' 
the  Cross,  (or  under  persecution).  Article  11.  In  Article  12,  the  Synod  say 
those  who  are  from  England  shall  also  be  advised  to  arrange  their  chnrcb 
Classes.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  advice;  if  that  ancient  spirit  still  pn 
should,  long  t>efore  this  have  been  given  to  us  also. 

Thus,  too,  the  Reformed  Synod  of  France  acted.  In  appointing  O>lloqula  or  ( 
See  its  Discipline,  Chapter  7,  Canon  L  There  we  read;  **In  eseh  proric 
churches  shall  be  arranged  in  CoUoquia  or  Classes,  according  to  their  numti 
contiguity,  etc.*'  The  Papists,  too,  became  aware  of  the  benefits  to  the  Chi 
Cod  resulting  from  this  arrangement,  and  therefore,  following  In  the  steps  of 
the  Apostate,  they  forbade  the  holding  of  Assemblies  and  Schools. 

That  a  Union  of  the  kind  indicated,  may  be  formed  and  extended  among  u 
object  of  the  Coetus,  and  this  is  the  reason  why,  notwithstanding  many  hind 
it  is  still  maintained.  This  would  also  preserve  the  conditions  for  keepini 
fraternal  correspondence  with  the  Church  of  Holland,  and  thus  presen 
strengthen  a  proper  kind  of  subordination.  How  then  can  the  Coetus  be 
charged  with  rejecting  the  same?  Is  not  the  contrary  the  truth?  Even  as 
who  reject  the  means  necessary  to  obtain  a  thing  or  gain  an  object,  therebj 
the  thing  itself;  so  those  who  do  not  Join  in  fraternal  correspondence  bere. 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  subordination  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

5.  Now,  It  can  easily  be  proven  that  the  Coetus  itself,  by  its  mode  of  actio 
in  no  way  broken  up  anything,  nor  Is  itself  broke  up,  but  on  the  cootrar 
strengthened  itself.  Even  though  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  the  Coet 
regards  some  of  its  rules,  had  made  changes,  additions,  corrections,  or  had 
its  rules  worse,  (which,  however,  I  do  not  think  can  be  proved),  yet  even  i 
would  not  be  the  destruction  of  the  0>etus.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  one 
take  the  position  that  by  attempting  Improvements  It  dissolves  itself.  If 
unwisely,  it  might  be  regarded  as  foolish  and  worthy  of  rebuke;  but  this  ci 
done  to  it  as  a  Ck>etu8,  for  it  acts  in  no  other  capacity.  It  could  not  be  o 
rebuke,  as  a  (foetus.  If  by  its  own  act,  it  was  destroyed  and  no  longer  exist* 
(foetus.  But  if  the  Coetus  acts,  in  all  respects,  conformably  to  its  own  rules. 
been  previously  shown,  then  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  reason  for  such  rei 
Consequently,  such  reproach  cannot  be  regarded  as  much  better  than  slandt 
possibly  is  uttered  only  by  such  people  as  wish  the  Coetus  were  destroys 
otherwise.  If  there  were  reason  for  reproach,  laborious  efforts  would  be  ma 
much  trouble  taken  to  restore  it  and  to  heal  the  breach. 

If  It  be  said  that  the  foundation  has  been  destroyed  and  that  therefore  the 
also  is  destroyed,  then  the  question  arises.  What  Is  the  foundation?  It  o 
found  in  one  or  the  other  of  the  four  following  ways:     (1)   The  appolntm 


•This  division,  taken  as  a  whole,  would  comprise  between  70  and  80  on 
congregations,  including  a  few  German  Reformed  which  are  found  here.  Th 
sure  to  increase  in  numbers,  especially  toward  the  north  and  west,  if  the  cnl 
land  is  allowed  to  remain  under  the  English  Crown.  These  congregations  do 
as  many  as  40  ministers.    These,  thev  could  under  good  (ecclesiastical)  regi 

f>roperly  support:  whereas  at  present  they  have  not  mocn  over  half  that  i 
t  Pennsylvania  should  be  included,  with  Its  30  or  40  organized  congregation 
would  be  a\tORet\iet  more  than  100  all  of  the  Reformed  Confession,  poisiblj 
Ing  100,000  BOTUB. 
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<31assl8;  (2)  Or  the  Bubordlnation  to  the  Classls;  (3)  Or  the  name;  (4)  Or  the  Union  in 
an  association. 

(1)  The  first,  namely,  the  appointment  (by  Classis),  cannot  be  the  foundation;  for, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  the  alledged  appointment  was  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  of  a 
negatlye  character,  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at,  yet  it  is  certain  that  if  a  Coetus  was 
not  wanted,  the  Classis  conld  not  make  us  hold  one;  or  if  we  do  want  to  have  a 
Coetns,  and  the  Glassis  does  not  like  it,  it  has  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to 
hinder  it.  Therefore  the  foundation  does  not  consist  in  a  Classical  appointment. 
Moreover,  it  would  first  have  to  be  proved  whether  the  Classis  has  the  power  and 
right  to  make  such  an  appointment,  or  whether  the  foundation  (of  a  Coetus)  must 
come  about  in  some  other  way. 

(2)  The  second  way.  (that  of  subordination)  will  not  answer,  either;  for,  besides 
the  fact  that,  on  the  part  of  Coetus,  the  proper  subordination  is  still  observed  as 
has  above  been  shown,  it  is  certain  that  there  can  be  no  subordination  where  there 
Is  no  Gathering  to  manifest  it;  just  as  little  as  that  there  can  be  an  effect,  without, 
or  before,  its  cause. 

(3)  Neither  can  the  third,  (the  name  of  Coetus),  be  a  foundation;  for  this  name 
<Coetus)  is  as  applicable  to  a  Classis  or  a  Synod,  as  well  as  to  our  Association. 

(4)  Therefore,  the  fourth  only  romalns,  namely,  our  Union  in  an  Association,  and 
that  must  constitute  the  foundation.  So  long,  then,  as  a  convening  Association  con- 
tinues, so  long  the  0>etus  continues,  whatever  its  name  or  conditions;  no  matter 
liow  many  members  cut  themselves  off  from  it  and  abandon  it.  This  foundation 
'Will  be  disputed  by  no  one  who  acknowledges  that  the  original  right  springs  from  a 
commission  directly  from  the  congregation,  and  that  the  "Association**  constitutes 
^he  basis  of  an  Ecclesiastical  Assembly. 

Thus  have  we  replied,  in  detail,  to  the  objection,  which  seemed  to  place  an  insur- 
xnonntable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  some  minds.  But  whether  it  is  sufficient  and 
satisfactory— that  I  leave  to  the  discreet  judgment  of  others. 

So  far  has  this  been  taken,  without  abridgement,  from  a  former  paper  of  mine. 
Wot  the  reason  that  there  are  in  this  paper  several  references  to  matters,  bearing 
Tipon  the  subject  under  discussion,  which  do  not  appear  in  ttiis  little  tract,  I  deemed 
%t  necessary,  (by  means  of  this  extract)  to  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  them. 

Thus,  I  think,  I  have  amply  proven  that  the  THIRD  ARTICLB  of  our  brethren 
Cthe  illegality  of  the  Ordinations  by  the  Ck>etus)  is  unfounded  and  unjust;  and  that 
'^heir  views  cannot  be  admitted,  without  opposing  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
<?burch.  For  the  right  to  examine  and  ordain  belongs  fundamentally  and  essentially 
^Co  our  Eldership,  by  virtue  of  their  office;  but  the  0)etus,  also,  has  the  right  and 
KK>wer  to  ordain,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Coetus,  and  that  indeed  without  any 
special  permission  from  any  Classis  or  Synod.  Just  as  a  Consistory,  once  appointed, 
^booses  and  appoints  another  (succeeding)  consistory,  without  any  special  permis- 
sion thereto.  I  do  not  mention  now  the  injurious  consequences  which  would  inevit- 
sbly  flow  therefrom—  (the  requirement  of  permission  to  ordain).  There  remains, 
therefore,  no  difficulty  as  to  these  transactions,  save  that  a  few  ministers  and  ordi- 
ftiary  members  are  against  it.  But  if  they  liave  no  real  foundation  for  their  objec- 
'Clons,  from  God's  Word,  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  they  can  in  no  wise  be 
KDade  a  rule  of  conduct.  It  has  been  demonstrated  in  the  preceding  that  there  are 
Mko  arguments  against  the  matter  under  discussion,  while  there  are  certainly  argu- 
Knents  in  favor  of  it.  Therefore  our  Coetus  may  and  ought  to  ordain,  yea,  and 
^^vem  the  Church  in  all  matters,  according  to  the  institution  of  Christ,  for  its 
sdlfication  and  increase. 

Nevertheless,  I  must  admit  that  the  lack  of  entire  unanimity  in  the  business  was 
^he  occasion  to  me  of  so  great  scruple,  that  when  the  congregations  urged  the 
C}oetiu  strongly  to  the  ordinations  of  young  men,  I  very  much  favored  a  postpone- 
ment, with  a  view  of  awaiting  a  greater  degree  of  concord;  and,  although  at  that 
%lme,  I  did  not  scruple  on  the  ground  of  the  right  and  power  to  do  these  thinc&^  i«x 
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I  sought  to  excuse  myself,  and  seriouslj  laid  the  matter  l>efore  the  Lord.  R 
more  I  plead,  and  endeavored  to  attain  onto  an  easy  coDsdenoe  In  withdi 
from  this  business,  the  more  my  heart  became  oppressed  and  filled  with  an 
yea,  my  heart  was  hot  within  me.  and  bnmed,  as  when  one  seeks  to  ke^ 
Ps.  39:3,  until  I  simply  gave  myself  np  to  be  made  use  of  In  this  matter.  . 
can  also  say  without  boasting,  that  since  I  took  tliat  atep,  I  hare  had  no  ^ 
compunctions  of  conscience  about  it,  but  am  possessed  of  an  Inward  peace:  axi( 
being  not  inactive  in  this  matter,  I  trust  that  I  shall  have  peace  with  God:  altl 
some  people  have  thereby  become  my  enemies. 

Now  no  one  can  Justly  expect,  or  reasonably  desire,  that  I  should  recall  v 
have  done,  or  change  my  course  in  reference  to  the  Coetus,  In  support  of  wb 
have  found  such  strong  arguments,  and  to  my  continuance  In  which  course  1 1 
strongly  urged  both  from  within  and  without,  and  in  doing  whlch^  I  have 
blessed.  I  could  not  change  without  the  most  convincing  testlnoony  that  I 
l>een  wrong  in  the  matter  and  that  I  have  deceived  myself.  But  if  I  sboold  t 
rience  such  a  conviction,  or  one  be  found  capable  of  rendering  such  proofs,  tl 
shall  consider  it  my  duty,  and  I  hereby  declare,  to  change  my  opinion  and  my  c< 
at  once.  I  would  remark,  however,  that  such  testimony  must  affect  the  SDbet 
of  the  matter,  and  not  pitch  upon  some  unessential  thing  which  will  have  no  wt 
with  me;  and  I  8upi>08e  the  Coetus  will  share  my  opinion  in  this  matter. 

In  reference  to  the  second  exchange  of  letters  between  the  Coetus  and  the  bret 
who  have  separated,  I  shall  not  now  say  much;  inasmuch  as  that  which  wu 
by  the  Coetus  on  that  occasion,  rests  entirely  upon  what  went  before,  (In  tbe 
exchange  of  letters).    But  it  clearly  expresses 

1.  That  the  Coetus  abides  by  its  former  opinion. 

2.  That  Its  sincere  desire  continues,  to  reach  out  after  union,  according  to 
Word  of  God  and  the  Constitution  of  the  lieformed  Church. 

8.  That  the  Fundamental  Articles  of  the  Coetus  have  been  well  elaborated  to  ' 
end;  although,  of  course,  they  are  not  so  perfect  as  to  be  above  amendment 

4.  That  the  (Coetus)  Brethren  would  still  keep  this  matter  of  reunion  alire 
earnestly  consider  it  with  a  view  to  lis  subsequent  accomplishment.    For  the  Ca 
knew  very  well  that  the  Union  would  not  succeed  at  that  time. 

The  answer  returned  to  this  was  a  queer  one.  I  leave  It  for  the  present  entl: 
for  others  to  say  whether  it  was  a  proper  one.  I  only  observe  that  our  Breti 
seem  to  desire  a  Union  on  good  grounds.  I  have  shown  that  their  grounds  are 
good;  yea,  I  may  say,  they  were  the  very  cause  why  no  union  was  effected.  Tbt 
fore  other  grounds  must  be  sought.  Toward  this  object,  I  do  not  have  a  maltlt 
of  articles  and  sine  qua  nons  to  propose.  What  I  would  take  into  consider! 
amounts  mostly  to  this  one  thing:  that  the  Union  must  have  the  Word  of  G<4 
Its  basis,  and  be  developed  according  to  the  substance  of  the  Constitution  of 
Reformed  Church.  But  this  has  been  said  before,  and  so  is  nothing  new.  Nor< 
know  how  to  devise  anything  entirely  new,  which  might  safely  l>e  introdnced.  < 
sistently  with  divine  truth  and  Christian  Liberty.  If  the  Rev.  Consistories,  vl 
are  so  particularly  addressed  and  admonished  by  the  Classis.  to  seek  peace 
uni<Hi  in  a  Coetus  on  the  former  footing,  can  devise  something  to  serve  as  a  iQ€ 
to  unite  us  on  good  grounds,  then— to  conclude.  I  shall  salute  my  brethren,  tl 
consistories  and  congregations,  with  the  words  of  the  Lord:  '* Peace  be  onto  r( 
We  bless  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.— you,  who  are  the  Peacemakers;  and  ^ 
the  God  of  peace  be  with  you  forever.    Amen. 


APPENDIX. 

After  I  had  finished  the  foregoing,  my  thoughts  kept  running  on,  and  my  d« 
was  further  arouae^,  -wMYi  t^l^wcv^t^  \si  ^  ^iBlHURAL  UNION  and  a  good  discipl 
among  out  chxiTCYieft.  IX.  V%  X^t^^»  X-^*^^  ^^  ^V^v  \i»K  >sfe^e^  ^t<%)^&^  «Ud,  these  iM 
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were  chiefly  aimed  at.  But  the  great  qaestion  is.  How  can  they  be  secured?  I 
thought,  however,  that  just  now  it  would  not  be  untimely  nor  useless,  briefly  to 
point  out  a  few  instrumental  means  thereunto,  and  to  propose  some  provisional  con- 
ditions, subject  to  amendment  by  hands  more  capable  than  mine.  I  hope  such 
partle«  may  be  able  to  effect  them. 

L  And  in  the  flrst  place,  I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  abide  by  my  previous  state- 
ment, that  God's  Word  should  be  made  the  basis,  and  that  all  other  transactions 
should  be  in  substantial  agreement  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
No  Christian  can  disapprove  of  the  flrst  suggestion;  while,  I  think,  no  person  of 
the  Reformed  Church  will  consider  the  second  unfair,  or  a  round  about  way  of 
accomplishing  the  end;  but  will  readily  allow  it. 

2.  All  differences,  of  whatever  Isind  and  character,  should  be  laid  aside  and  buried, 
never  more  to  be  revived;  except  those  which  relate  to  the  divisions  and  alienations 
that  have  arisen  in  the  congregations  and  are  not  yet  adjusted.  After  the  Union 
these  can  be  investigated  and  corrected  by  the  entire  body;  at  least,  the  best  and 
mildest  measures  might  be  employed  to  that  end,  and  a  Just  course  pointed  out. 
But  differences  which  might  arise  in  future  must  be  settled  according  to  God's 
Word,  the  Church  Order  and  the  rules  of  the  Coetus. 

3.  All  Acts  that  have  been  passed,  no  matter  by  whom.  If  they  can  be  shown  to  be 
in  agreement  with  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
are  to  remain  flrm  and  good.  But,  if  the  arguments  adduced  in  their  behalf  cannot 
l>e  acquiesced  in,  then  the  reasons,  pro  and  con,  are  to  be  briefly  and  clearly  pre- 
sented In  the  Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  advice  and  judgment  of 
other  churches  thereon,  namely,  of  the  Classis  or  Synod  in  Holland,  and  also  of  the 
other  Synods  of  the  Netherlands. 

4.  A  Compact  and  correspondence  should  be  sought  and  maintained  with  the  Rev. 
Olassis  of  Amsterdam  and  with  the  Synod  of  North  Holland,  to  be  carried  on  after 
snch  a  manner  as  the  Brethren,  when  united,  shall  judge  to  be  most  profitable  and 
helpful  to  our  churches. 

5.  When  thus  united,  they  should  seek  to  found  a  School  or  Academy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preparing  young  men  for  public  (religious)  ministrations.  To  this  end. 
means  should  be  devised  for  calling  one  or  more  capable,  godly  and  learned  persons 
from  Holland  as  Teachers.  These  shall  likewise  give  the  young  men  sound  instruc- 
tion in  the  Dutch  language.  The  substance  of  these  last  two  items  Is  also  contained 
in  the  "Dialogue  between  the  Minister  and  a  Brother  Elder."  In  behalf  of  the  one 
or  the  other  of  these,  especially  this  last  one,  the  Union  of  Pennsylvania  with  us 
might  be  sought  and  possibly  obtained  to  the  beneflt  of  both  parties. 

€.  In  case  the  foregoing  suggestions  should  not  accomplish  the  thing  desired,  it 
might  be  well  for  each  side,  or  both  together,  to  make  a  request  of  the  Classis  or 
Synod  to  send  over  to  us  two  or  more  ecclesiastical  persons  to  assist  us  In  re-estab- 
lishing a  Union,  and  In  reaching  a  good  position  on  the  subject  of  Discipline;  or 
else  that  we  should  send  two  or  more  persons  from  us  to  Holland  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  latter  might  possibly  be  more  suitable  as  a  flrst  step,  even  though  the 
second  immediately  followed.  Yet  I  can  hardly  regard  either  of  these  suggestions 
in  this  article  as  practicable. 

7.  Finally,  therefore,  I  would  recommend  that  two  or  three  consistories,  from 
each  side,  commission  each  a  minister  and  elder  to  meet  and  act  with  one  another. 
These  might  without  yielding  to  prejudices,  devise  means  for  a  Reunion.  Their 
measures,  after  having  been  approved  in  their  full  consistories,  might  be  proposed 
to  all  the  Consistories  of  the  Reformed  Church,  so  that  with  their  help,  the  matter 
might  be  brought  to  a  speedy  consummation.  For  this  purpose,  I  would  nominate, 
on  the  one  side,  the  consistories  of  New  York,  Albany  and  Kingstown;  and,  on  the 
other,  those  of  Schenectady  Tappan  and  Old  Raritan.  Or  else,  if  contiguity  should 
be  insisted  on,  those  of  New  York  and  Long  Island  on  the  one  side;  and  those  of 
the  Hackensack  region  on  the  other.  But  how  this  shall  be  brought  about,  I  do  not 
yet  know.    Nevertheless.  I  felt  an  inclination  in  my  heart  to  ^qxqxq.xwslVi'^x.^  N\is»fe 
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reflections.  If  perchance  they  might  be  of  some  use  In  promoting  what  la  nccessux 
for  peace. 

Such  a  peaceful  Reonlon  might  be  urged  also  with  many  argomenta,  of  which  I 
made  brief  mention  at  the  beginning  of  this  little  tract,  and  on  which  I  irUJ  not 
now  enlarge.    I  only  pray  God  that  He  may  cauie  it  to  prosper. 

As  regards  myself,  I  can  only  say  in  the  words  of  Maccal>eus:  "If  I  hare  done 
my  work  well  and  as  becometh  a  History"— being  an  effort  for  Peace,  but  with  doe 
uegard  for  right  and  Liberty— "I  bare  fulfilled  my  desire:  but  if  I  hare  dooe  it 
Indifferently  and  tamely,  it  is  the  best  that  I  could  do."    2  Mace.  15:39.* 


Acts  of  thx  Classis  of  Amstebi>ai£. 
Key.  Le  Fevre  asks  for  his  DismissaL 

1760,  Sept.  Ist.  Art  1.  Rev.  Eliah  Le  Fevre,  minister  in  the 
French  language  at  Paramarabo,  finds  himself  unable,  on  account 
of  continued  illness,  to  perform  any  longer  his  work  there  widi 
success.  He  has  conducted  himself  while  there,  in  every  respeet 
in  a  praise-worthy  manner,  as  appears  from  several  written  testi- 
monials. He  also  now  shows  his  dismissal  from  the  said  chuich, 
and  requests  also  the  dissolution  of  his  relation  thereto,  by  the 
Classis. 

The  Classis  finding  all  the  testimonials  satisfactory  and  in  debita 
forma,  grants  his  request,  and  orders  its  clerk  to  give  him  a  laud- 
able dismissal.     xiiL  256. 

Prof.  Curtenius  will  let  his  book  be  approved  at  Leyden. 

1760,  Sept.  1st.  Art  7.  Prof.  Curtenius  makes  known  that 
the  treatise  on  Deut.  33  and  34,  which  he  is  about  to  publish,  he 
will  hand  over  for  approbation  to  the  Theological  Faculty  at 
Levden.     xiii.  258. 

Acts  of  tks  Classis  of  Amsterdam. 

Letters. 

1760,  Oct.  6th.  Art.  6.  There  came  in  a  letter  from  the  Con- 
sistory of  Colombo,  in  which  the  state  of  that  church  was  reportei 

A  letter  from  New  York,  signed  by  such  persons  as  designate 
themselves  the  Coetus. 

Also  a  letter  from  the  so-called  Conf erentie  meeting. 

•The  original  words  of  the  Vulgate  are  as  follows:  "Et  si  Tuldem  bene,  et  « 
htstorlae  compeUl,  Vioe  ^i  \^^«e  vellm:  sin  autem  mlnas  digne.  coacedeodnxn  tit 
mlhl." 
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The  Claseis  having  learned  the  contents  of  those  letters^  and 
hearing  the  pre-advice  of  the  Messrs.  Depp.,  is  of  the  opinion: 

1.  That  the  Eev.  Depp,  should  insist  most  strenuously  upon 
the  reunion  of  the  members  who  call  themselves  the  Coetus,  and 
of  those  who  constitute  the  so-called  Conferentie  meeting. 

2.  That  the  majority  of  votes  (in  any  meeting)  must  prevail, 
with  the  condition  that  to  protesting  members  an  appeal  to  Classis 
is  open. 

3.  That  the  promotions  [or  ordinations]  already  made,  are  not 
indeed  approved,  but  for  the  sake  of  peace,  the  Classis  prefers  to 
connive  at  them. 

4.  That  the  Classis  cannot  give  the  Coetus  the  privilege  of 
examinations,  which  belongs  only  to  a  lawful  Classis ;  but  if  any 
extraordinaiy  case  occur,  the  Classis  is  indeed  willing  to  exercise 
every  indulgence,  in  order  on  being  informed  of  such  cases,  to  act 
pro  re  nata.  The  Coetus,  however,  in  such  cases  must  honestly 
give  a  laudable  testimonial  concerning  such  a  person,  both  as  to  his 
fitness,  and  knowledge  in  Sacred  Theology. 

But  this  indulgence  of  Classis  will  not  be  exercised  so  long  as 
Coetus  is  not  properly  a  united  body  in  itself,  in  the  bonds  of  love, 
peace,  and  unity,     xiii.  260,  261. 

Acts  of  the  Deputies.     About  Ootobbb,  1760. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Kev.  Gerardus  Haaghoort  to  the  Classis 
of  Amsterdam,  dated  May  13,  1760.  (In  Vol.  33,  page  30. 
No.  293.) 

Letter  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  signed  by  Eev.  Gerard 
Haaghoort,  at  Second  River,  in  East  Jersey,  May  13,  1760. 

The  Rev.  writer  mentions  the  fact  that,  at  the  request  of  the 
Coetus,  they  had  all,  in  accordance  with  the  last  letter  from  the 
Classis,  assembled  together.     (May  6,  1760.) 

The  writer,  as  the  oldest  member  of  the  Conferentie  Assembly, 
expressed  his  advice,  to  the  effect  that  they  should  reunite  them- 
selves in  a  Coetus,  on  the  former  basis,  and  then  leave  it  to  the 
Classis  to  promote,  according  to  its  promises,  the  welfare  of  the 
New  (York  and  New)  Jersey  churches. 
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The  first  article  of  this  advice  was  adopted,  that  is,  in  the 
Conferentie  Assembly.  But  two  other  articles  had  been  added, 
namely:  that  weighty  matters  should  not  be  settled  by  a  men 
majority  vote,  but  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  Classis ;  and  that 
those  individuals  who  had  been  promoted  by  the  Coetus  should 
not  be  recognized  by  the  Conferentie  Assembly  until  those  who 
had  the  right  and  power  had  declared  them  legal  memb^^ 

The  Coetus,  in  order  to  unite  on  the  former  basis,  ad(q[^  the 
first  of  these  articles  very  willingly;  but  it  could  not  give  its 
consent  to  the  second,  as  being  contrary  to  Churdi  Order.  Tie 
settling  of  weighty  matters  by  a  majority  vote  had  taken  place  in 
the  previous  meetings  of  Coetus  also — a  procedure  which  the 
writer  of  this  letter  declares  to  be  a  fact,  and  in  which  he  justifiei 
the  Coetus.  The  Coetus  had  also  urged  Union,  because,  when 
once  reunited,  it  could  work  to  better  advantage  for  improvement, 
that  is,  for  the  improvement  of  the  fundamental  regulations  of 
the  Coetus.  Thia  last  item  the  writer  does  not  approve.  The 
third,  the  Coetus  rejected  utterly,  maintaining  its  right  of  making 
promotions,  desiring  to  promote,  not  in  the  name  of  the  Claasis, 
but  in  the  name  of  God.  Its  understanding  is  that  its  subordina- 
tion to  the  Classis  does  not  go  beyond  correspondence  and  consul- 
tation with  the  Classis,  and  appeals  to  the  same. 

So  the  work  for  reimion  was  broken  oflF.  All  are,  indeed,  still 
in  favor  of  it,  but  they  differ  as  to  the  manner  of  it.  They  are  all 
agreed  in  asserting  their  right  and  power  to  promote ;  but,  as  to 
the  second  point,  he  says,  they  differ:  the  Conferentie  Assembly 
is  willing  to  unite,  with  subordination  to  the  Classis;  the  Coetus 
on  the  contrary,  only  upon  the  basis  given  above. 

This  difference  the  Classis  will  have  to  settle.  His  Eev.  had 
his  advice,  as  reported,  so  framed  as  to  be,  he  thought,  most  accept- 
able to  both  parties,  and  in  agreement  with  the  careful  and  wise 
judgment  of  the  Classis. 

It  is  further  said,  that  the  Coetus  was  inclined  thereto — that  is, 
to  unite;  and  that  the  leading  members  of  it  had,  as  delegates, 
expressed  themselves  in  the  Conference  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
possible  to  \iave  evxeJa.  «l  uuvon  take  place,  and  other  members  of 
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the  Coetus  had  declared  that  his  advice  was  in  closest  agreement 
with  the  letter  of  the  Classis,  and  that  it  was  a  pity  that  they  did 
not  unite  themselves.  Yea,  the  entire  Coetus  had  further  testij&ed 
that  they  desired  this  union  from  their  very  hearts^  and  would 
leave  all  the  rest  to  the  Classis^  that  it  might  direct  the  matter  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  churches. 

But  all  this  was  rejected  by  the  Conferentie  Assembly.  Where- 
fore^ the  writer  also  had  not  fallen  in  with  the  judgment  of  that 
Assembly,  and  had,  therefore,  separated  himself  from  it,  by 
saying  that  he  would  for  himself  write  to  the  Classis.  This  he  did, 
and  gives,  besides,  other  reasons  for  his  separation.  He  could 
indeed  bring  in  some  weighty  objection  against  some  persons,  but 
he  leaves  that  for  a  more  favorable  opportunity,  in  the  hope  that 
the  union  may  yet  be  effected. 

He  gives,  also,  as  reasons  for  his  change  in  this  matter, — 
namely,  of  his  being  now  so  much  in  favor  of  the  union,  whereas 
formerly,  as  in  a  letter  to  Professor  Arsenius,  he  had  declared 
that  he  would  never  come  into  that  Assembly — ^first  his  yielding 
disposition ;  secondly,  his  confidence  in  the  Classis — that,  namely, 
when  their  Assembly  was  once  again  united,  the  Classis  would  set 
it  on  a  better  footing.  To  this  end,  he  wishes  the  Classis  God's 
grace  and  the  anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Finally,  the  writer  excuses  himself,  in  case  he  had  been  some- 
what lengthy — ^that  seemed  to  be  somewhat  natural  to  lus  Rev. 
He  deplored,  besides,  the  public  correction  of  his  bad  spelling; 
and  asks  for  a  new  spelling  book,  that  he  may  learn  how  to  im-  • 
prove ;  although  he  fears  that  he  has  now  become  to  old  for  that. 
He  closes  with  congratulations.  He  asks,  in  a  postscript,  whether 
it  were  not  possible  for  the  Eev.  Classis  to  recognize  the  power 
of  approval  and  consent  (to  the  Acts  of  the  Coetus?) 

EXTRA.0T  FROM  A  LeTTER  OF  THE  CoETUS,  PEE.  ReiVS.  ErIOKSON 
AND    LErnXT,    TO    THE    Cl*ASSIS    OF    AMSTERDAM,    DATED    JuNB 

(May?)  27,  1760.     In  Vol.  33,  page  28.     No.  300.) 
Letter  from  New  York,  signed  at  New  Brunswick,  June  27, 

1760,  by  Eeinhart  Erickson  and  John  Leydt,  members  of  the 

present  Coetus. 
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After  greeting  the  Claseds,  they  menticHi  that  th^  reoeiTed  oi 

brief  letter,  besides  those  enclosed  to  the  respective  Consistcme 

The  latter  they  have  delivered.     Their  action  in  the  matter  ( 

then  given),  and  the  result 

1.  A  special  Coetus  was  called  which  met  (hi  the  first  Tnesda 
in  May.  iN'otice  thereof  had  also  been  given  to  the  memb^s  of 
body  which  calls  itself  a  Conference  Assembly.  These,  howsFei 
refused  to  appear  in  our  Coetus,  but  requested  that  they  mi^ 
speak  with  some  committee. 

2.  The  Coetus  having  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  these  di^ 
senters,  the  committee  found  only  ministers  but  no  elders.  The] 
received  these  preliminary  Articles  as  the  condition  of  unioii 
namely, 

(a)  That,  when  in  weighty  matters  a  di£Ference  should  ariaa 
the  decision  should  rest  with  the  Classia 

(b)  That  they  disapprove  of  the  promotion  of  students,  as  wdl 
as  of  what  had  already  taken  place,  as  appears  from  the  aooom- 
panying  document,  No.  3. 

3.  To  this  the  Coetus  replied  as  per  document,  No.  4,  to  ttii 
effect: 

(a)  That  the  Coetus  was  glad  to  learn  that  those  brethren  were 
willing  to  unite  again  with  the  Coetus  on  the  former  basis ;  but 

(b)  That  it  found,  to  its  sorrow,  that  the  second  point  made 
by  them  was  too  much  at  variance  with  the  first,  for  the  fact  wai 
that  the  Coetus  had,  on  that  old  basis,  decided  matters  by  majori^ 
vote,  according  to  the  31st  Article*  of  the  Church  Order; 

(c)  And  as  to  the  third  article,  it  was  sorry  that  the  brethra 
disapproved  of  the  examination  and  promotion  of  sudents,  as  tb 
Coetus  is  ready  to  show  the  legality  thereof  according  to  the  salu 
tary  form  of  government  of  the  Reformed  Churdi. 

4.  After  a  fruitless  discussion  of  these  points,  the  members  c^ 
the  Conferentie  Assembly  asked  the  Coetus  to  take  this  matta 
once  more  under  consideration.     This  was  done,  with  the  resuli 

*  Article  31.  If  any  person  conceive  himself  ararieyed  by  the  decision  of  a  lest^ 
Assembly,  he  shall  have  the  liffht  and  liberty  of  appeallnflr  to  a  higher:  and  tha: 
which  is  determined  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  such  Assembly,  shall  be  held  6fci^^ 
and  binding  unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  contrary  to  tbe  Word  of  God  tsi 
these  Article*. 
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of  the  answer  contamed  in  Doc.  5,  which  amounted  to  this: — That 
the  Coetns  having  again  considered  the  matter,  it  abides  by  its 
opinion.  It  believes  that  the  Fundamental  Bules  of  the  Coetus 
have  been  well  framed  from  the  banning;  and,  if  at  any  point 
changes  and  amendments  ought  to  be  made,  that  could  much  better 
be  done  after  all  had  again  united  together  in  love.  At  the  same 
time  it  expresses  its  grief  at  the  suspicions  expressed  by  the 
brethren.  It  is  anxious  to  have  every  article  cleared  out  of  the 
way,  and  longs  to  see  the  brethren  willing  to  come  again  into  a 
salutary  union. 

6.  To  this  overture,  the  Oonferentie  Assembly  replied,  in  turn : 
That  it  must  leave  the  matter  in  dispute  until  further  informed ; 
inasmuch  as  the  amswer  of  the  Coetus  appeared  to  it  to  be  without 
meaning;  that  it  consisted  of  shrewdly  chosen  words  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case.     See  Document  6. 

6.  At  this  point,  the  whole  matter  stuck  fast.  One  of  these 
ministers,  however,  who  was  willing  to  unite  with  the  Coetus 
according  to  the  letter  from  the  Classis,  now  separated  himself 
from  the  Conferentie  Assembly,  and  protested  against  its  action. 

Here  the  Coetus  further  exhibited : 

(a)  What  proof  they  had  given  of  their  willingness  to  yield; 
in  that  they  had  entered  into  negotiations  with  ministers,  who  were 
assembled,  but  without  elders;  and 

(b)  The  reasons  why  they  could  not  accept  the  preliminaxies 
proposed.  As  regards  the  first ;  that  would  only  open  the  way  for 
accomplishing  nothing,  for  all  differences  might  be  called  matters 
of  weight  And  as  regards  the  second;  the  promotions  already 
made  can  as  little  be  undone  as  a  legal  baptism  (can  be  undone). 
Besides,  (say  they)  the  welfare  and  the  peace  of  their  churches 
absolutely  require  that  they  should  never  agree  to  that  articla 
Therefore  they  ask  the  Classis  to  approve  the  promotions  made  and 
so  further  peace.     They  conclude  with  congratulation. 
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Extract  from  a  Lbtter  of  thr  Confrbknttb,  to  thk  Clas£ 
OF  Amsterdam,  datrd  May  8,  1760 ;  with  Remarks  of  ti 
Dbputati  therron.     (Ik  Vol.  33,  page  30.     No.  301.) 

Extract. 

Letter  from  Nefw  York,  signed  May  8,  1760,  by  Bevs.  Joic 
Bitzema,  Lambertns  De  Ronde,  Mancius,  Fryenino^  Bosecniu 
Schuyler,  Van  Sinderen,  Van  der  Linde.     (Also  by  Rubd.) 

Our  (Classical)  missive  of  May  7,  1759,  with  the  Acts  oi 
Synod,  was  duly  received  by  them,  itnd  they  thank  us  for  the  sama 
Upon  notice  from  the  Coetus,  the  above  named  members  (of  ihi 
Conferentie)  were  present,  with  the  exoepticHi  of  Rozencrm 
Schuyler  and  Van  der  Linde;  and  they  unanimously  resolved  to 
make  the  following  statement  to  the  Coetus : 

L  Although  the  Classis  had  not  at  all  replied  to  their  proposi- 
tion, they  were,  nevertheless,  considering  the  eranest  exhortatioD 
to  union,  and  were  favorably  disposed  to  it 

2.  Not,  however,  unless  the  decision  in  weighty  matters  whidi 
might  come  into  dispute  should  rest  with  the  Classis. 

3.  The  examinations  and  promotions  performed  by  the  Co^it«, 
they  (the  Conferentie)  were  not  willing  to  recognize. 

Answer  was  sent  to  this,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  preceding  letter. 
No.  299. 

After  conferring  with  one  another  about  this  matter,  the  per- 
sons whose  names  appear  above,  renewed  the  request  that  the 
brethren,  who  called  themselves  the  old  Coetus,  would  once  more 
take  the  matter  into  serious  consideration.  After  deliberatioiL 
further  answer  was  given  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  letter,  besides 
the  counter-answer  to  the  above,  also  to  be  found  in  said  letter. 

Thus  they  (the  Conferentie)  have  given  an  honest  account  of 
the  entire  proceeding.  They  are  of  opinion  that  they  have  given 
heed  to  the  admonition  and  exhortation  of  the  Rev.  Classis.  And 
they  further  assign,  as  a  reason  why  they  cannot  unite  togethff. 
except  on  the  conditions  proposed,  that  the  Classis  bad  never  recof 
nized  or  permitted  a  Coetus,  even  though  subordinated  to  tk 
Classis,  except  oxi  \!^^  pwixA  ^1  \k^  distinct  exclusion  of  exam- 
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and  promoting  students,  deciding  on  matters  of  docti 
appears  from  its  letter  of  Nov.  1739.     The  reason 
:  that  that  right  is  reserved  by  the  Synod  of  Dordrec 
9  Classis.     If  that  was  Church  Order  then,  it  must 
uch  the  same  now.     Thus  they  further  show  in  > 
liar  way  the  Coetus  has  gone  to  work, 
om  this  the  Classis  can  see  what  the  matter  in  dis; 
iiat  the  undersigned  (the  Conferentie)  do  not  deser 
d  upon  as  disturbers  of  the  peace,  but  are  men  w 
— with  truth.     They  further  ask  the  Classis  to  consi- 
eplies  made,  and  to  send  them  a  straightforward 
close  with  salutation. 

S.  They  say,  also,  that  Eev.  Haaghoort,  who  has  fn 
;e  plans  on  hand,  had  dissuaded  two  of  the  m 
lyler  and  Van  der  Linde)  from  attending  the  Con 
ng.  Nevertheless,  he  had  attended  himself ;  then  he  s( 
s  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter,  which  he  had  sent 
the  other  brethren  named ;  and  later,  in  their  last  an 
/oetus,  he  had  separated  himself  entirely  from  thei 
yrentie). 

Samuel.  Sbabury  to  the  Society  for  Propaoati 

Gospel. 

Jamaica,  Octobei 

Id  Sir:— 

respect  to  the  state  on  my  own  Mission  things  are  considerably 

lly  at  Flushing  which  has  ever  been  the  seat  of  Qnakerism  and  li 

oung  people  of  both  sexes  have  steadily  attended  Service  the  past 

l*a rents  are  either  Quakers  or  Deists,  and  behaved  with  great  decei 

r  finishing  the  Church  which  before  was  only  enclosed  so  as  to  kee 

*  and  I  hope  in  my  next  letter  to  acquaint  the  Society  of  Its  being  C' 

wtown  also  they  are  repairing  the  Church  &  have  rebuilt  the  Stei 

and  at  a  considerable  expence  and  I  had  the  pleasure  the  last  time 

the  Commxmion  at  the  Parish  Church  to  find  three  added  to  the  n 

amunicants. 

It  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  request  to  the  honored  Society  for  a  n 

3  Prayer  Books  which  I  am  lately  encouraged  to  think  may  be  dl 

ntage. 

I  am  etc.,  etc. 

Samuel  & 

—Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  Ill 

1760,  Oct.  25.    George  III  begins  his  reign.    His  seal: 

Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.  Iv.  8. 

Oct.  27.  Suit  of  the  Brower  Family  against  Trinity  Church,  for  62 
ter  a  litigation  of  20  years,  decided  In  favor  of  TrUiltf  Qlk'^T^^.  \^ 
Cbnrch,  /.  iM.j 
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Chubch  of  Nxw  YOBIC 

Now  York,  October  30,  1760. 

Consistory  iieid  after  calling  on  Grod's  name. 

Mr.  Abram  Lefferts  presented  the  aooounta  for  the  new  house, 
amounting  to  £635.  3.  9.  Of  this  £283.  had  beea  paid.  BeeolTed, 
That  Mr.  Abram  Van  Wyck  should  contribute  £27.  3.  2,  and 
the  Deacons  £50. ;  that  the  £275.  remaining  should  be  taken  tq) 
on  interest,  at  five  per  cent  from  Mr.  John.  T.  Lansing.  The 
accounts  were  examined  and  found  corrects  The  above  sum  waa 
immediately  obtained  from  Mr.  Lansing,  who  received  an  obliga- 
tion for  it,  sealed  and  signed  by  the  President. 

In  name  etc, 

J.  Ritzema,  p.  U  President 

Thb  Dutch  Chusch  op  Albaitt  Borrows  from  Poor  Fu5d 
TO  Pay  Exprnses  op  Ministrr,  Kovrmbrr  10,  1760. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  thst  we  the  snbscrlben.  elders  of  the  Refonocd 
Dutch  Ghnrch  of  Albany  In  consideration  of  the  snm  of  one  hundred  and  slxir  trt 
pounds  current  money  of  New  York,  received  from  Messrs.  Volkert  Douw  snd  Wil- 
liam Winue.  deacons  of  the  said  Church  belne  money  collected  for  the  poor,  wlilck 
sum  of  money  has  been  borrowed  by  us  to  pay  the  debts  which  said  Church  tu 
made  In  calling  and  having  brought  over  our  Rev.  Minister,  Ellardus  Westerla 
Therefore  we  promise  to  pay  annually  to  the  deacons,  who  have  charge  of  tte 
money  chest  for  the  poor,  (de  armen  kist)  the  balance  of  the  Income  of  the  cbaitb 
pasture  as  soon  as  there  is  any. 

In  consideration  whereof  we  bind  ourselves  and  successors.    Witness  our  handit. 

Albany  this  10th  day  of  November,  1760. 

Oerrlt  Van  Den  Bergb 

^.  ,  .  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck. 

Witness,  John  Douw. 

— MmiMirs  Annals  of  Albany.  Vol.  vll.  p.  9- 
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